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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


Twenty-Seventh General Conference 
of the United Brethren in Christ 





FIRST DAY’S SESSION. 


; THurspay, May 10, 1917. 
. Tur Twenty-seventh Session of the General Conference of the Church of 

the United Brethren in Christ, convened in the First United Brethren Church, 
E gs Kansas, at 2: 00 p.m., Bishop G. M. Mathews, senior Bishop, pre- 
_ siding. 
Bishops G. M. Mathews, D.D., W. M. Bell, D.D., W. M. Weekley, D.D., 
- C. J. Kephart, D.D., H. H. Fout, D.D., and A. T. Howard, D.D., occupied seats 
- upon the platform as presiding officers of the Conference. 

President Mathews requested Prof. J. H. Ruebush to lead in singing. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,’ was sung, after which Bishop 
_ Kephart offered the following invocation: 


Almighty God, our Father, in whom we live, by whom we are redeemed 
by the death of thy Son, to whom thy laws give a place in the work of the 
extension of thy church and kingdom among men, we adore thee for what 
thou art; we praise thee for what thou hast done; we look unto thee for thy 
blessing as now we assemble together in the interests of the church and 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. Open the hand of thy mercy and blessings, and 
favor us, we pray thee, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Bishop Howard led in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Tue PRESIDENT. On behalf of the Board of Bishops, it is my duty and 
privilege to announce that the Quadrennial General Conference of the 
_ United Brethren in Christ is now opened and is in its twenty-seventh session. 
d We greet you all in the name of common Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
y 


3 
: 
4 
> 
2 
You have come from all sections, from the East, West, North, South, Africa, 
Japan, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, to this great conference on a great 
- mission to deliberate and plan for the kingdom of God. 
We eongratulate you upon the privilege of sojourning for some days in 
this enterprising city of the great commonwealth of Kansas, noted for its 
. intelligence, civic-righteousness, and moral reform. 

The personnel of this body of ministers and laymen changes from one 
quadrennium to another, by virtue of our elective form of government and 
_ the providence that summons others to the home on high. 

2 The goodly number of new delegates will feel the grave responsibilities 
resting upon them as chosen servants of God. 

ie It will occur to all that, in view of this responsibility, we shall have to 
appeal to God for help and guidance in our deliberations and in the discharge 
of official duties. é . | 

| ——- Real spiritual unity and fellowship will come with the conscious pres- 
‘ence of the Holy Spirit; and thie will not only help to high and broad and 
Bee rcssive statesmanship, but will make this General Conference a real 
" Pentecost that shall send a current of spiritual life through every artery 


| 


| and vein of our denominational body. 
q 


} 
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The spirit of intercession and prayer will bring a blessing to every one 
who assumes these grave duties and responsibilities, and who places himself 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit to plan for larger and better things 
ahead. 

In these stressing times, it is well for the church to preserve its moral 
balance and spiritual equilibrium. : 

In the midst of muttering notes of discord, unrest, and uncertainty, it is 
gratifying to know that the church of God has not departed from her God- 
given mission, or lost her divine credentials for the redemption of this lost 
world. ‘ j 

Thank God, we have not lost our charter, the Word of God, which is the 
foundation of the church and the autograph of its identification. We cling 
to the Book as the inerrant, inspired, authoritative Word of God. We hold 
to the fundamental doctrines of the evangel which are the dynamics and 
credentials of the church. We march under the old standard of the cross. 
We proclaim the true message of Christ, and we emphasize the value of a_ 
rich heart experience and holy life. We believe in an expansive Christian 
life, expressing itself in missionary aggressiveness, evangelistic passion, and 
moral reform. We are a militant church. This is a-continuous and vital 
necessity as long as sin and wrong-doing are in the world. We know our 
conquering Leader, and we know our spiritual foes. We are in a long, hard 
fight, and we have nailed our flag to the cross, which shall never come down 
without the glory of a final triumphant victory through Jesus Christ. We 
believe in a clean life, a transformed church, a righteous Christian state, 
under the mighty power of spiritual Christianity. We stand for the church 
against all its enemies. We know that it is not decadent, and has not lost its 
power. It is still the God-endorsed and God-blessed agency for righteousness, 
and personal and social salvation among men. 

Because of our attitude and long record in moral reform, we feel per- 
fectly at home in this city, and in this great commonwealth, which has been 
so long emancipated from the curse of the liquor traffic. 

With peculiar delight we breathe the wholesome, exhilarating atmosphere | 
of Kansas, as the pulsing tide of nation-wide prohibition sweeps over this 
beloved land of ours. 

As we look over this honorable body to-day, we view with pride the pres- 
ence of intelligent, consecrated women delegates, who grace this Conference, | 
and we hail the good day when the rights of woman shall be fully recognized, 
and when woman suffrage shall prevail in every State of this American Union. | 
We shall never save America to God and righteousness without the vote of 
the women. | 

May I suggest that we are here in the interest of religious preparedness— | 
to make vigorous preparation for a relentless war against sin and all spiritual 
foes. We are here to honor Jesus Christ as the head of the church, and to 
follow him as our matchless, aggressive leader. We are here to lay plans 
to mobilize all of our men for Christian service and marshal our forces for 
the rapid and final spiritual conquest of this world. 

The banner of the cross is our insignia of power and triumph, and upon 
it are inscribed in letters of fire the words “Christian Education and World- 
wide Evangelization.” 

My brethren in the Lord, with Christ-like qualities, high manhood and 
womanhood and good citizenship, let us go forward in the name of Christ | 
for the larger things of the kingdom, and to the sublimer goals which God 
has set before our Zion. Let our Church arise and shine in this new day of 
testing and opportunity. Let us believe that this is not sunset, but daybreak | 
for our Church and the kingdom of Christ. I pray that we may be a blessing 
to that day. And may God hasten the time when all wars shall cease, when’ 
all wrongs shall be righted, when all the oppressed shall be relieved, and when . 
the whole world shall be radiant with the glory of our God. [Great applause. ] | 








: 
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Bishop Fout then read a Scripture lesson from the first and third chap- 
ters of Ephesians. 

THE PRESENT. Let us all arise and follow Bishop Weekley in prayer. 
Bishop Weekley offered the following prayer: 


Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we praise thee. We praise thee for 
what thou art, infinite in wisdom and power and love and glory, and for what 
thou art to us, a Father, a Savior, a friend. Oh, we are so glad this afternoon 
that the throne of grace is accessible to us all through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
And so we come to thee, Holy Father, in the name of Jesus, in thy all- 
prevailing name, in thy name which is to us and to thy people everywhere 
above all other names, and we pray that thou wilt for Jesus’ sake, and in his 
name, draw nigh to our hearts and bless us while we wait before thee. Oh, we 
wait in thy presence, we wait that we may hear thy voice speaking to our 
hearts; we wait that we may feel thy divine touch; we wait for thy power and 
preparation for the great work committed to us as a General Conference. 
We bless thee for thy care over us during the-past quadrennium; we thank 
thee for the work and achievements of the Church; for the tens of thousands 
who have been led from sin to know Jesus Christ as their Savior. We bless 
thee for the many, many thousands who have heen brought into the Church, 
and for the spiritual uplift that has come to our people everywhere. And 
now, our Father, as we review the past and plan for the future, we devoutly 
pray for the down-pouring and restraining of the Holy Ghost. Oh, we shall 
need thee every hour we are together. Lord Jesus, we would divest ourselves 
of all ambition, of all selfishness, and seek only the praise and glory of thy 
great name for the good of the cause which thou hast committed to our hands. 
We devoutly pray thy blessing upon every member of this General Confer- 
ence, upon all these delegates, ministerial and lay, and upon the Bishops; 
upon the boards represented here, upon the cause of education, upon the 
cause of missions, home and foreign, upon the Church Erection work of the 

Church, upon the Printing Establishment, upon the Sunday-school and Young 
People’s work. O Lord, we praise thee for the work of these societies in 
the past and pray that their usefulness and influence and power will be 
greatly multiplied in the years to come. O God, bless all the conferences 
represented here; bless the superintendents of the conferences and all the 
pastors, and all the local churches and the work committed to them. Oh, 
make them a blessing to the communities in which they are located. 

Now, our Father, we would pray for our home missionaries, scattered 
here and there, all over this country, the men and women who are over- 
worked and yet underpaid; but we bless thee that they have the cause ot 
their country upon their hearts. They are anxious in their work for Jesus 
Christ in this great nation of ours, that Jesus Christ will be given to the whole 
world. Lord, bless these missionaries, and let thy blessing abide with them, 
and bless our missionaries abroad, in China, in Japan, in the Philippines, and 
in Porto Rico, and in poor, old, dark Africa. O Lord, bless them in those 
far-away fields and make them to feel now, just now, that we are praying for 
them; and may they feel day by day that the fields in which they toil are as 
near to heaven as their own native land. We pray thy blessing upon the 
nations of the earth, and especially upon the countries now at war—church 
against church, father against son, one Christian against another. O Christ 
of Calvary, Christ of Gethsemane, O thou Prince of Peace, in some way, in 
thine own way, bring good out of all this evil; in some way cause the wrath 
of man to praise thee; and may all nations remember and realize that Jesus 
Christ is on the throne. Our ascended Lord, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
help us during this General Conference to put the crown on him and to put 
the scepter of conquest in his hand. We would not forget to pray for the 
homes we have left behind, our wives and children and loved ones. O God, 


Y 
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‘put about them thine everlasting arms and keep them by power divine with 
us unto eternal salvation. 

We pray again that a great baptism may come upon the Church we 
represent. Oh, send a Holy Ghost benediction. May the great work of Christ 
spread to the borders of the United Brethren Church, and may men and 
women by the thousands and tens of thousands be led to turn their feet from 
the ways of sin to the dissemination of thy truth; and may men and women 


everywhere, not only profess religion, but may they get religion, and know | 


beyond a doubt that they are saved. Am ‘ 

Now, Lord Jesus, help us, we beg of thee again. May thy Spirit prevail 
all through this session. May we feel and show to the world that we are 
United Brethren in Christ; and after while, when it is all over with us, when 
the journey is ended and the last day’s work is done, when we have attended 
General Conference for the last time—and this may be last—when we have 
preached the last sermon and have heard the last sermon preached, and have 
made the last appeal to poor, lost sinners, then, in that Supreme hour may we 
feel the power of the gospel we preach to others, and may the old-time reli- 
gion thrill and fill all our hearts as we walk through the valley of the shadow, 
and as our feet touch and brush the dews of Jordan’s banks, and then over 
on the other side at home where the people never get old, and where the hair 
never gets white, and where good-by is never heard, and where the grave- 
digger’s spade never cleaves the sod, over there with our own and with those 
we have led to Jesus Christ, over there with the spirits angelic, redeemed 
may we join in the glorious acclaim, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,” to 
receive power and giches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 


Professor Ruebush led in singing “Blest be the tie that binds,” after 
which Miss June Shiblon sang, “The King of Glory.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Bell will read the Quadrennial Address at this 
time. 

Bishop Bruit. If the chair please: Your speaker was appointed by the 
Board of Bishops last fall to prepare the quadrennial. address for this occa- 
sion. It was prepared before the United States entered into the European 
war. It was found necessary to practically rewrite the address since Amer- 
ica entered upon war. This will account for any lack of smoothness in the 
composition, for the work was very recently and of necessity hurriedly 
done. It seemed to us entirely proper that the great Christian church 
should go on record unquestionably as against war, with the feeling that 
Civilization should at this time have a method of adjusting any international 
conditions; and yet we can see that, with the entrance of the American 
Commonwealth into the awful struggle, we have to be careful, because we are 
loyal to the Republic; we Support our Civil Government and, therefore, would 
not want that anything should appear in our records or official journals that 
could in any way cast a shadow, that involved any question as to our own 
loyalty. So we have rewritten and yet we leave in the testimony which the 
Church must insistently bear after the discontinuance of the war. 


THE BISHOPS’ QUADRENNIAL ADDRESS. 
To the Members of the General Conference of the Church of the United 
‘Brethren in Christ, assembled at Wichita, Kansas, May LO STOR 

SALUTATION AND GREETING: —We always mention you in our prayers and 
thank God for you all; recalling continually before our God and Father the 
efforts that have resulted from your faith, the toil prompted by your love, and 
the patient endurance sustained by your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. May 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, bless you and give you peace. For 
Christ, to rescue us from this present wicked age, gave himself for our sins, 
in accordance with the will of our God and Father, to whom be ascribed all 
glory forever and ever. Amen, 
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PREVIEW. 


In presenting this Quadrennial Address to the Twenty-seventh General 
Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, your General 
Superintendents are constrained to stress the truth that numerous facts and 
forces unite to give this occasion conspicuous importance in the history of 
our denomination. Membership in this deliberative body is therefore not 
simply a matter of high privilege, but of serious and searching responsibility. 
Before entering upon our dutiés, we pause— 


IN MEMORIAM. 
In unfailing continuity death has conquered all the generations of man- 
kind on the earth. Talented men and women have appeared in scenes of chal- 
lenging activity age after age, only to be cut down by the ruthless scythe of 
Time. Noble programs and creditable achievements have been cut short and 
the persons identified therewith have faded from our sight, leaving in our 
hearts a void that never can be filled unless Jesus, the Comrade of all our sor- 
rows, shall fill it. Apparently, Time and Death rise in solemn and awful 
stateliness. Time pursues, and Death overtakes the race. From youth to 
old age, our lives move quickly to the hour when we feel the touch of the 
twilight of time. Soon we breathe the pensive sadness of autumnal woods. 
We are environed with the perishing and the changeful. We move amid the 
funerals of morning flowers and lie down at last in the hush of deep sleep. 
Flourishing in the morning but withered in the evening, man seems worsted 
in the battle of life. Christ makes revelation of man’s magnificent immor- 
tality and his essential dignity. In redemption, man rises from pursuing 
time, fleeting years, and scourging death, crowned by the beauty of Jehovah. 
The declining life is glorified by the abiding Lord. “Lord, thou hast been 
our dwelling place in all generations.” ‘And let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon us.” ‘He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” Since we last assembled, 
death removed from our fellowship Thomas Coke Carter, Bishop Emeritus; 
_Honorable Matt Edmonds, offtime lay delegate from Kansas Conference; 
' Rev. U. M. Roby,. of East Ohio Conference; S. F’. Engle, of East Pennsylvania 
Conference; and HE. A. Sawdy, of Michigan Conference. Suitable memorial 
services will be held by this session of the General Conference. 


THE STATE OF KANSAS AND THE CITY OF WICHITA. 
We are guests to-day in a magnificent State and a queenly city. Our 
‘hearts are thrilled as we recall the fact that Kansas has long led the way in 
the glorious battle for a sober nation. Her noble example in making the 
saloon an outlaw and in placing in her organic law the radical prohibition of 
the liquor traffic, so that a generation of her youth have grown to maturity 
without seeing in the boundaries of the commonwealth a single licensed dram- 
shop, is worthy of all praise. And now, when at last the nation is awaken- 
ing to the imperative of banishing alcoholic beverages from the entire country, 
the people of Kansas can but feel a well-justified pride in the correctness of 
their advanced position, adhered to with a mighty fidelity, through decades 
of unfriendly criticism. Furthermore, Kansas has shown to the world that 
what is morally right is not economically disastrous. The city of Wichita has 
long had deserved honor as the home of happy families, aggressive churches, 
distinguished Christian laymen, and political leaders. Our own denomina- 
tional appreciation can but be quickened as we recall the service rendered 
by our own pioneer ministers, who wrought amid real privations in the earli- 
est settlements of Kansas, and as we observe the achievements of the splendid 
conference within whose boundaries we are assembled. 

TUE UNUSUAL CHALLENGE OF THE HOUR. 


World conditions are so serious and in many respects disappointing at 
this time as to compel a new inventory of all the methods and processes of 
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modern civilization. The ruthlessness and stupidity of war as a manner of 
settling differences or contentions is more manifest than ever. Almighty God 
May so overrule that the world will learn and receive something beneficial 
from even this atrocious war; but it is, after all, a sad commentary on human 
Sanity that such an uncalled-for price must be paid before the constructive 
conclusion is reached. Phillip Snowden has declared: “The outstanding les- 
son of the European war is that militarism stands discredited. No great 
modern nation can conquer or be conquered. An inconclusive ending of this 
war, in the sense that all the belligerent Powers realize the futility of military 
power, would be the best guarantee against the repetition of war. Unless the 
nations have learned that lesson, I see no hope for the future of European 
peace.” Hvyen the German writer, Maximilian Hardin, has spoken most 
candidly of the fallacy of war and militarism. He says: “I find that the 
time has come when this terrible catastrophe must make similar catastrophes 
impossible. All great Powers must get together in order to make an end to 
this unparalleled crime. The nations now at war will have to live together 
in this house which they are now destroying, and the more terrible the 
destruction, the worse for all of us. If this war is not to be the last great 
war, it is nothing less than criminal madness.” “If oid Hurope is struggling 
to get out of this Gehenna of militarism, what idiocy it is for young America 
to be getting ready to plunge into it. If the failure of the other nations to 
make this war the last great war will be criminal madness, what kind of 
madness is it for this nation to spend a billion of dollars in preparing to 
continue and perpetuate war?” Oswald Garrison Villard declares that the 
unheard-of military preparations now being made by the United States, consti- 
tute a more menacing program than the German expansion of militarism 
in 1901. He also makes the startling statement that “before the outbreak of 
the Huropean war, the menace of the American fleet was cited in the Reichs- 
tag, the House of Commons, in Japan’s Parliament, and in France, as a 
reason for increasing the naval appropriations of those countries.” 

The Navy League in the United States publishes an organ called the 
Seven Seas, in which demand has recently been made that Congressman 
Kitchen should be forbidden to speak on the floor of the House because of 
his opposition to the Navy Program, and the statement has been made that 
the American navy should aim to seize for us, aS colonies, such lands of 
weaker people as are not already stolen. Some of our great newspapers have 
made the editorial demand that no American be allowed, on any platform, 
to dissent from the most elaborate preparedness policy. Lord Roseberry 
voices keen disappointment in view of the fact that the one great competent 
nation not then involved in the war, should enter upon a program of the 
most expansive military preparation, because it will perpetuate the erushing 
burden of like preparation upon the rest of the civilized world. It is impos- 
sible to estimate the constructive influence upon the world, at a time of well- 
nigh universal military hysteria, of American adherence to an anti-war and 
anti-military attitude. Now that we are, much against our traditions and will, 
involved in this awful war, there is comfort in the thought that we have 
moved with great deliberation as a people and as a Government, and that at - 
last only a supreme conviction of duty in behalf of free government and 
democracy throughout the whole world has brought us into action. We have 
felt all along that but one situation could possibly justify American participa- 
tion in the war. We refused to enter until it became clear that only American 
participation would make certain the restraint and end of the savage military 
Power responsible for bringing on the war, and which has persisted in violat- 
ing all the sanctities of international law. War, to American thinking, under 
any circumstances is an unwelcome task; but if only war can make it impos- 
sible that any such crime against humanity should ever again appear in 
human history, then the unwelcome task must be resolutely faced. Our 
President has in his various addresses to Congress and the American peopie 
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taken high and exalted ground, in which position we can but pledge him our 
absolute loyalty. Evidently we are on the road to a world federation, so that 
the race may be free in the future from the fear and menace of acts of 
national aggression. 

In the midst of even cur own participation in this war, we need to have 
our attention called to the fact that nations must find a better way of settling 
their contentions than by an appeal to arms. America ought and will lead the 
way in the world organization for peace. We are Christians and there can be 
no mistake as to the attitude of Jesus the Lord toward war, and the spirit 
that leads to war. We must beware of trusting more in large armies than we 
do in the Lord of Hosts. The pulpit and the newspapers, as the guides of 
public opinion, will need to speak with moderation and self-control. In the 
presence of the world’s agony, a nation with such resources as ours will not 
be supine, visionless, and impotent. We cannot, however, fulfill our destiny 
except as we stress tremendously the arts and activities of peace. Reason is 
practically impossible to a nation in war, for war is madness and for most 
part is not amenable to reason. Satanic strategy in these days seems bent on 
annulling reason and befogging intelligence so that his supreme strategy of 
war can be imposed on the race. He knows full well that at such times as 
war is rampant on the earth, the shafts of his diabolism fly thick and fast. 
War is truly the high festival of heli. 

It is only when common sense and reason have been dismissed\that men 
find it impossible to come together peaceably and settle their differences. 
War is an appeal to the brute force, and military coercion has an aftermath 
of urreconcilable protest. It is only in the rarest case if war does not abro- 
zate the moral law, and no ruler or nation has ever had a scintilla of right to 
annul a scintilla of moral law. The moral law is an imperialism that has 
never been made tribute to any earthly monarch. The abrogation of the moral 
law by individuals or nations involves certain retribution, social disaster, and 
human retrogression of unspeakable seriousness. The world is coming to a 
new consciousness of this fact. In the presence of all this moral restraint, 
this great nation can only act under the conviction that it has a duty to per- 
form in the unhorsing of military despotism. All too long have the war 
lords rattled sabers and pushed the common folk to the battle line for 
carnage and death. Devotees at the shrine of the war god have endeavored 
to justify German militarism by saying that it was necessary as defense 
against the Slav, failing to appreciate the fact that militarism is even a more 
deadly menace than Russian barbarism could possibly be. Common sense and 
diplomacy might long ago have allowed to Russia access to the oceans through 
other than a mere summer port. The internationalizing of the Dardanelles 
would have met this necessity of the great Russian Empire without injury 
to the rest of the world. A militarism that has no respect for treaties, that 
refuses to take thé people into its confidence, that pays no attention to 
international law, that disregards the neutrality of weaker nations, must 
find its Waterloo. 

While pledging ourselves in this hour with all that we are and all that 
we possess to the National Government in the action it has felt compelled to 
take, we would be oblivious to our duties if we did not pause to express the 
judgment that great armaments do not assure peace. Load a man with guns 
and he is quite sure to fight. Colossal military preparations are not to be 
accredited as peace measures. The deception of an armed peace is dying 
before the eyes of the world to-day. Intelligent observers have known that 
nothing but a miracle could long hold in abeyance the logic of the ever- 
increasing military preparation of all Europe. Instead of armaments being” 
-a form of insurance, they are a drag toward barbarism. If half the money 
that has been and is now being spent on costly and shortly out-of-date arma- 
ments, were spent in cultivating international good will and fellowship among 
the nations, war would be unthinkable. While Europe has been an armed 
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camp for decades, the unspeakable Turk has been allowed to perpetuate upon 
an upright and virile race unspeakable atrocities, and all but annihilation. 
Militarism has one unfailing record, and that is, that it places in jeopardy 
the liberties of the people. It exists in marked contrast to the gallantry ana 
heroism that is characteristic of a great people when they are called upon to 
defend themselves and their country from aggression. Germany would not 
have dared to despoil gallant little Belgium except for the fact that she had 
a vast military machine all ready to overwhelm protest and enforce any 
arbitrary mandate. The large army prompts to insolence, arrogance, and bad 
conduct. It is manifestly the duty of Christianity to encourage and support 
the state in using our best offices in behalf of an early universal disarma- 
ment. When once this obtains, we shall need no arbitration treaties or neu- 
tralization, for the only appeal will be to reason and law. Judicial processes 
will settle all dispute. 

Instead of the loss of unthinkable sums in cruel war, these sums ought 
to be expended by governments in increasing the distribution of modern 
conveniences of every sort to all the people. United States needs a much 
better system of roads; it needs provision for the use of electric power, not 
only in the city but in the country, even to the individual farmer; and other 
facilities of modern life and development. 

The race really needs a new world in its essential spirit and life. That 
new world is not a Utopian dream. There is a growing imperative for putting 
away the passion and implements of hate, and for allowing that counsel and 
law are superior to war. We must exalt good will and brotherly love and inter-: 
national justice. We must consider that academic theories and theological 
deductions are really not productive until we have put them into concrete 
social and civic construction. It is becoming plain that no nation is called 
upon to dominate the rest of the world, but, on the contrary, all nations are 
called to the service of mankind. The business of crushing nations and 
peoples is out of date. Democracy and Christian ideals are creating the 
social mind. The world needs high ideals more than it needs armaments or 
colossal individual or even collective wealth. 

The contention between Austria and Servia could have been settled at the 
Hague Tribunal in an hour. Civilization will either have to give up its arms 
or destroy itself. Even before this last war broke out, Turkey had closed her 
schools because she was financially prostrate under the enormous expense of 
the former Balkan War. The debts of Huropean nations amounted to twenty- 
five billions of dollars and the war has already quadrupled that amount of 
indebtedness. 

Unfortunately, war lords have controlled the national policies. They 
were not ready to listen to reason; there was undue ambition for the con- 
tinuity of royal households and thrones; there was a failure to respond to 
common humane impulses. There has been an undue haste in ultimatums. 
It is self-evident that the common people must become more influential than 
military leaders who are deceived by the glamors of war and conquest. The 
law is for the strong as well as for the weak. Force, except when benevolent, 
has no inherent right to assert itself. Military murder is no more moral 
than individual murder. Modern civilization has no right to rest its advance 
on the favorite method of barbarism. Absolutism and democracy cannot 
thrive in the world together. Even in Russia, democracy has at last come 
into the ascendency. Russia has been born anew, politically, in a day. When- 
ever we are tempted to believe that mighty transformations cannot come 
suddenly, let us refer to the upheaval in the dominion of the Czar. All hail, 
the free Republic of Russia! 

It is indeed fortunate that, through these days of stress and storm, the’ 
American people have had in the White House a lover of peace and an enemy 
of war. The man who has now the first responsibility in guiding and deter- 
mining the policies of the United States, has had upon his shoulders, ever 
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since his first inauguration, most unusual and perplexing burdens of state. 
He has, under the most trying circumstances, exhibited a keen sense of obli- 
gation to the country for such social legislation as the awakening social con- 
science of our citizenship has demanded. At the same time, he has evidenced 
a fine loyalty to the highest and best ideals involved in our international 
relationships. His thoughtful dignity, urbanity, patience, seif-control, have 
all found expression in a type of statesmanship which has not only influenced 
for good our own country, but the whole world. It is doubtiul if any national 
leader since the Christian era began has had so great an opportunity for 
influencing the thought of the whole race as has had our present Chief Exec- 
utive. It is a question if any ruler has ever made use of his opportunity in 
a more masterful way. His splendid courage, held in reserve until action 
should clearly be constructive and become a duty, has been a source of na- 
tional and world-wide inspiration. In this trying hour, we pledge to Presi- 
dent Woodrow Wilson and the National Government our sympathy, prayers, 
and fullest support, in the conduct of our national programs and policies. 
Under the blessing and guidance of Almighty God, we believe and expect 
that he will be strong for righteousness, resourceiul and fearless in restrain- 
ing our foes, majestic, unselfish, devout, and consecrated in the presence of a 
republic and a world that need, even as never before, the highest type of 
Christian leadership. 


CHRISTIAN SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION. 


The function of the church, and the boundaries of church activity, are 
questions of recurrent interest and discussion. In the onward march ot 
iiuman events, new definition and boundary seem inevitable. The message 
of Christ is both individual and social. Individual regeneration and social 
realization are both in his gospel. They always interpenetrate and refuse to 
be divorced. They interact with great power upon one another. Beyond 
question, it is the duty of the church in every age to faithfully preach the 
gospel and administer the sacraments, with a view to individual regeneration 
and sanctification of life. It is always the duty of the church to support the 
preaching of the evangel with consistent faithfulness and holiness. Some 
persons assert that the faithful preaching of the evangel and the administra- 
tion of the sacraments embody the whole duty of the church. ‘This statement 
is defective and represents a defective view of the program of Christ. The 
theory is sure to be popular with the easy-going and ease-loving churchman. 
It enabies him to wash his hands of all the perplexing problems of an inade- 
quate social advancement. The conventional religionist invariably takes this 
view of the Christian religion. In his own experience, Christ indicated what 
the church of to-day is slowly coming to see, that the spiritual involves the 
social; the social involves the educational; the social and educational involve 
the economic; and the economic involves the civic or governmental. 

It is as clear as the sun that the church must forever keep the spiritual 
supreme. It is also perfectly clear that, in such an age as this, the church 
must extend interest and service into the entire sphere of human concern and 
activity. Just now there is an urgent imperative for the “church, in the 
prosecution of its work in the higher mission, to project its influence, by 
way of penetration, into civic affairs through the development of an intelli- 
gent, earnest, conscientious, Christian citizenship.” The church has more at 
stake in social and economic conditions than any other organization. Corrupt 
and inefficient government, vicious legislation, oppression, and injustice in 
industry and business, laxity in the execution of law, all conspire to rob 
the gospel of opportunity and contact. 

It is amateurishness to allow that the church has no duty in the restraint 
of such conspiracy against human welfare and evangelistic realization. It is 
in response to such manifest need for the identification with citizenship, 
legislation, government, business, industry, and all the aspects of so-called 
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secular life with Christianity, that the Protestant Episcopal Church, at its 
late national meeting, decided to take an organized interest in local and 
national government; to participate in the current public affairs of the day; 
and to take active part in the selection of men, and the endorsement of meas- 
ures, that will stand for the general welfare. The same spirit and urgency 
prompted an important committee of the late General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to bring in a report which discussed such items 
as low wages, unjust distrioution of wealth, bad housing conditions, the rights 
of labor and capita! ior collective bargaining, industrial conditions, and the 
ideal of the church in service ior the community in all reiationships. Tunis 
report pointed out the reiation of low wages to inadequate social, educational, 
and reiigious development. it found that any reasonable standard of efii- 
ciency called ior an income ot the average iamily in the smaller industrial 
towns of $800 per year and in the cities of at least $900. it found that sev- 
enty-five per cent. of our American wage-earners are receiving less than 
¢600 a year, and ninety per cent. are receiving less than $800 per year; that 
the minimum cost of living ior a.single woman in the cities is $8 to $9 
per week, while an efiiciency standard calls for $10 to $12; that ninety- 
live per cent. of the single women are not receiving aS much as even a min- 
imum cost of living. 1t tound unfavorably tor many of the incomes of the 
rich who have built up great fortunes trom industries that pay totally inade- 
quate wages; that there are men drawing salaries of $100,000 a year trom 
industries that pay $1.53 per day to adult male workers and as low as $4.50 
per week for girls. It is significant that ten States have passed a minimum 
wage bill. 

Inadequate wage or salary means either debt, charity, or crime. The 
California Christian Advocate, in a recent editorial, says: “Any business 
which does not pay sufticient wages to provide a.man with food and shelter 
‘for himself and tamily, is a menace to society. 1t should cease to exist in the 
competitive business world. Any business which is a necessity to society to 
provide for the conveniences and comtorts of life, and is not sufficiently 
productive to pay a living wage, should be provided for by the State, exactly 
as policemen are paid a living wage by the city. It is a simple methcd of 
mathematics to prove that any form of industry which does not pay an 
adequate wage for a comtortable living, tends to immorality.” 

In defending the Oregon minimum wage law betore the United States 
Supreme Court, the attorney for the law said: ‘A large proportion of women 
in industry were found to be getting a wage below the living level. This 
was not merely the concern of some underpaid and obscure woman, but the 
concern of the State, which must in the end pay the deficit between wages 
and cost of living. The grave consequences to the public health, the general 
lowering of standards, the resultant drain on the taxing resources of the 
Government, gave indubitable grounds for State action.” ‘The Supreme Court 
of the United States sustained the Oregon law. 

The church of the living God is the depository of the supreme social 
dynamic, the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Its responsibility 
for leadership in the social reconstruction, which must come and come soon, 
cannot be overestimated. In such a delicate and compelling task as the recon- 
struction of the social life of all mankind, inspiration and guidance of the 
right sort simply must be had, and these are to be found in Christianity alone. 
This affirmation is predicated on Christ himself since, unquestionably, he 
stands for'a fundamental dogma of social redemption and reconstruction. 
Fundamentally, the religion of Jesus is a social faith. The blessed Paraclete, 
the Holy Comforter, is responsible for the fact that this gripping truth is 
rapidly evolving in the mind and conscience of the church, The swift devel- 


opments and serious problems of our modern civilization are hastening the 
evolution. 
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Christianity is a religion for life on the earth as well as life in heaven. 
This gives the earth sacredness and value as nothing else could. The out. 
standing religious aim of Christ was the reign of the kingdom of God on the 
earth. It follows that the protest of the church against the reign of sin on 
earth, should be sharp and militant. No stupid resignation to bad and 
insufferable conditions. This Christian-social interpretation of the gospel 
does not dim the sweet vision of the life to come. Our work for God here 
will indeed soon be done and we shall be away. At best we soon grow weary 
and feel the stress of the fleeting years. The earth-life opportunities are soon 
exhausted. Thank God, life will be richer in the after-death environment. 
But—hear it, ye children of eternity, here and now!—we dare not flinch from 
great social advancement programs and the sacrifice and toil necessary for 
their realization. The faith of the kingdom of God being so largely depend- 
ent upon the human element and devotion, makes this earth the scene of 
potential action. This faith calls for daring and even audacity in religious 
achievement. It gives the church bivouac on battlefields, where she has tri- 
umphed instead of suffered defeat. 

This demand for social reconstruction requires the rational administra- 
tion of resources and agencies. It compels omission of that which lacks 
utility and calls for the merciless exposure and prompt abandonment of that 
which gets us nowhere. Be done with empty conventionalism and strip the 
ecclesiastical battleship of unadapted impedimenta. No loose pulleys and 
unattached machinery. No duplication of agencies and institutions for mis- 
guided sectarian conservation only. Thoughtful persistence until we have 
eliminated competitive waste and duplicated overhead expenses. Down upon 
cur knees until we know the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire, thereby 
lecoming conscious of the fact that the kingdom of God is lodged in no 
ceremonial or meaningless externalism. This great task of social recon- 
struction calls for the appraising of the local church as a service-to-the-com- 
munity institution, and insists that the social order is an organism that 
should only be based on social justice, and dominated by love. No more 
keeping time on dress-parade, but straight at it in wisdom and the power of 
God, for the creation of a just and beneficent social order here on the earth. 

Christian social reconstruction will secure the correct estimate of so-called 
secular pursuits. It will demand and aid in securing the installation of 
Christian character and morality in public life. While we have been radical 
in our thinking of individual salvation and private morality, we have been 
shooting blank cartridges as to the salvation of organized society. The logical 
result has been the comparative absence of public morality. To illustrate, 
we have only to note that already the careful and discriminating student of 
American history is compelled to observe that one overshadowing fact of the 
nineteenth century was the growth to alarming proportions of the cruel 
system of the financial exploitation of the masses of our people. It became 
a mighty thrust at human decency, integrity, and brotherhood.. It menaced 
and arrested social advancement. It was an exhibition of such rank immor- 
ality that at last some of our men in public life called attention to it and 
aroused the country to protest. The vicious nature of sinning against society 
had been well nigh overlooked. Much socially destructive sinning has been 
allowed to pass as almost respectable. The real wickedness of low wages, 
poor housing, extortionate rentals and interest, watered stock, arbitrary 
prices, public exploitation, etc., is at last being recognized. The American 
people have decided that the existing powerful tendencies and agencies of 
social oppression and destruction must be arrested and overcome. Identify 
every really worthy reform with the reign of God on earth for human eman- 
cipation, and it at once has a new significance and dignity. This faith guar- 
antees sanity, moderation, and self-control in its promotion. It turns the cup 
of cold water into a sacrament. 
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Making the enthronement of the kingdom of God on earth in terms of 
human betterment, the supreme objective of our religion, would restore 
Christianity to its original aggressiveness and power. The modern church 
has too largely lost the temper of conquest and attack. She is not so much a 
pioneer as a patronizing dependent on the present status. The finest type 
of religious work on the earth to-day is being put across by the foreign mis- 
sionary and it is because he simply must lay absolute foundations for an 
appropriate social order. In so-called Christian civilization, we take the 
established social order for granted and go to work to save souls, as we are 
wont to say. Immediately the tendency is for the church to become a socially 
conservative force and exhaust its energies in mere efforts for self-preserva- 
tion. This can but mean an aptness for defending the present status and 
letting the case rest there. The church should hold such complete and pro- 
gressive social ideals and program as that outside reformers would instantly 
appear as dealing in fractions while the church deals in whole numbers. 
Christ would have the church set the center of gravity forward until it 
stands in the world’s to-day and to-morrow. This would put the church 
immediately aflame with a needed militancy. It would enable the church to 
appeal to and utilize the spirit of chivalry and daring. It would bring into 
the church the nobly strong, the young and purposeful, the masculine. 
Worth-while people shrink from small programs. For a genuine fight, the 
kingdom of God excels the Mexican border or Eurcpean battlefields. Suppose 
the odds are now against you. Get into the fray, for it is so worth while. 
If you fight for the kingdom of God, you can never lose. Shall we now so 
determine our activities that our memory of life shall mean a good memory 
of a good fight? 


EVANGELISM. 


We should thank God for certain great and worthy interdenominationa) 
organizations and movements that are aiding in the wonderful work of lead- 
ing the people of the United States to Jesus Christ in personal surrender ana 
faith. We mention the International Sunday School Association, which was 
the great American pioneer in the discovery of the possibilities of the Sunday 
school as an instrument of evangelization, also in an organized effort to 
improve its teaching force and otherwise accelerate the efficiency of the 
great institution. To-day its outreach to the whole country by State, pro- 
vincial, county, and city organizations, is bestowing inestimable good upon 
all the churches and all the schools. We bespeak for this organization the 
very best co-operation by our people everywhere. 

The Gideons, an organization of Christian commercial travelers, have one 
objective, the winning of all American traveling men to Jesus Christ. They 
are certainly entitled to cur sympathy, interest, and assistance-in their great 
work. There are, in round numbers, 600,000 traveling salesmen in the United 
States, and of this number ten per cent. are at least nominally Christians. 
The special field for this organization is the 540,000 who, having passed the 
period of greatest expectancy for discipleship to Jesus, are adrift in danger 
beyond expression. We are happy to endorse personally and officially the 
Gideons. We hope their appeals to any and all of our people may meet with 
hearty and appropriate response. We note with peculiar pleasure that our own 
veteran Sunday-school leader, Col. Robert Cowden, is the National Chaplain 
of the Gideons, and we invoke the richest blessing of God on his labors in 
this field. 

There are now above forty million communicants of the church in the 
United States, including the Catholics. The net increase for 1916 was 747.000 
or 204,000 above the year 1915. The net increase since 1890 has been 
19,390,000 or ninety-four per cent., while the gain in the population of our 
country has been about 39,000,000, or sixty-one per cent. The net increase of 
the Protestant churches alone in 1916 was above a half million. The gain 
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in the number of organized churches for 1916 was very small, being only 117, 
showing that the organization of churches is a matter of increasing thought- 
_ fulness and consideration. It is certain that both in the rural districts and 
cities some weak churches are being closed either by merger or discontinu- 
ance. Protestantism on the earth to-day is reported at above two hundred 
millions. There are about sixty millions in the United States who are not 
attached to any church. This. showing is a mighty challenge to the evan 
gelistic efficiency and passion of the church in America. We dare not think 
of anything else than that at least a majority of our vast population shall pe 
brought to saving faith in Christ within the period of the present generation. 
We would, therefore, urge every pastor in the denomination to set his heart 
on evangelistic success and efficiency. This evangelistic motive and passion 
should be dominant in all of our Sunday schools and other organizations. 
Beyond this we would encourage the specialists in this field who, called of 
God, shall devote themselves exclusively to this holy activity. We commend 
the American Bible Society and the American Sunday-School Union for the 
great work they are doing, and suggest a hearty interest and substantial co- 
operation in their achievements. They are both managed by high-grade 
directorates and unquestioned integrity. They make their services and 
products available to all the churches, and are entitled to our warmest sym- 
pathy and most generous support. 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 


Touching the negotiations for union between the Methodist Protestant 
Church and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, it has been thought 
best to have a special report submitted to this General Conference by Bishop 
G. M. Mathews, chairman of our Commission, but on the general subject we 
offer the following observations. : 

It is apparent that the heart of essential Christianity lodges in the fact 
that Jesus Christ the Savior and Lord came into this world embodying in 
himself certain fundamental spiritual forces; that he inculcated certain laws 
of conduct; that by his continuous spiritual and personal presence he inspires 
the spirit of faith, hope, and love in those who accept his leadership and 
lordship; that those who genuinely accept his lordship and leadership and 

endeavor to pass on his laws and life to others by individual conformity and 
’ teaching, constitute the true church of Christ. With this statement so gener- 
ally accepted by all Christian bodies, one cannot but feel that the time has 
come for a much larger organic unity of the Christian forces of the world. 
World conditions and advancing sentiment have compelled Protestantism to 
seek a working union in the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. With this outstanding organization, we are officially identified, 
and to its maintenance we contribute financially. This is a tangible endorse- 
ment of the need and efficiency of federated work. Thoughtful people are 
already seeing that federation is a way-station rather than a terminal. Not- 
withstanding the difficulties in working out the plan, the federated local 
church in communities where division would be especially destructive, is in 
many instances proving a success. A simple working plan and a willing 
mind are the requisites of such federation. 

The year 1916 witnessed the consummation of the Canadian movement 
for church union. The general bodies of the Methodist and Congregational 
churches having already acted favorably for the union, the action of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly was awaited with interest. The General 
Assembly, composed of 495. delegates, met in Winnipeg last June and the 
discussion of the proposed merger lasted two full days. The final vote made 
history, and it stood 406 in the affirmative and 89 in the negative. The 
opposition came from the old and better established parts of the dominion. 
‘Doctor Scott, the leader of the opposition, hailed from Montreal. The warm- 
-est advocacy of the union came from the western provinces, where the 
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churches are newest and where missionary problems are urgent. The opposi- — 
tion pleaded as against the union, “The essential union of all true Christians 
of every name’. in the present status. The 406 delegates decided this was a 
very superficial argument and insisted the time had come for the real and 
the practical. The arguments in favor of the union were: 

1. The conditions in the newest West. 

2. The weakened and unsatisfactory condition of the rural churches 
throughout the whole country. 

3. The social menace and the fruitage of the city slums. 

4. The problem of the foreigner. 

5. The appalling need of the heathen world. 

The shades of John Knox and John Calvin did not appear in any de- 
terring sense, and vital modern Christian thinking was voiced in the follow- 
ing pronouncement in the Basis of Union: 

“We, the representatives of the Presbyterian, the Methodist, and the 
Congregational branches of the church of Christ in Canada, do hereby set 
forth the substance of the Christian faith as held among us. In doing so, We 
build upon the foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, Jesus himselt 
being the chief cornerstone. We affirm our belief in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments as the primary source and ultimate standard of 
Christian faith and life. We acknowledge the teaching of the great creeds 
of the ancient church. We further maintain our allegiance to the evangelical 
doctrines of the Reformation, as set forth in common in the doctrinal stand- 
ards of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, by the Congregational Union of 
Ontario, and by the Methodist Church.” 

This Union so happily completed in Canada brings together three distinct 
types of church polity—the Congregational, the Episcopal, and the Presby- 
terian. So here is the union of great bodies notwithstanding difficulties of 
doctrine and polity. The articles of union declare as to the Episcopal and 
Congregational forms of church polity: “There are distinctive elements in 
each which would add to the efficiency of a united church, and which can be 
preserved with great advantage in the form of polity, to be adopted by the 
United Church. In this view, it is possible to provide for substantial local 
freedom and at the same time secure the benefits of a strong connectiona) 
tie and co-operative efficiency.” 

The pastoral charge was made the unit of organization. Then comes the 
Presbytery, then the Conference, and finally the General Council. The United 
Church of Canada is an appropriate name of the new organization. Ths 
movement in Canada has had the usual experience of a minority who threaten 
the vested interests by undertaking to enforce their claim to be the “real 
article’ and bring legal action to keep the property from going into the 
union. The judges of Canada have already refused to take this view of the 
case and Parliament is to promptly pass such laws as are needed to protect 
the whole act and process of merger. 

The general movement for the unification of all the constructive forces 
of civilization is really world wide and well-nigh irresistible. The leadership 
of the state at this time on the subject is in advance of the church. The 
Protestant church is still living in the extremely competitive age. The com- 
petition is becoming insufferable, wasteful, and well-nigh criminal. It must 
be corrected. In the language of Dr. William Pierson Merrill, in the Pres- 
byterian weekly, the Continent, “All things are calling us just now to give 
ourselves and our church to the primary things, and to keep out of the way 
all secondary things, however good and true, however much we prize them. 
At so critical a moment as this, the Episcopalean, who holds essential his 
particular theory of the church; the Baptist, who holds vital his particular 
view of the sacraments; the Presbyterian, who counts essential the theology 
which distinguishes him from other evanzelical Christians, are guilty of 
something like treason in war time, It is time to rally to the defense of our 
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common Christianity and let our private, partisan, and denominational peculi- 
cee shift for themselves. If they die, so much gain for the kingdom of 
Oo red: 7 
-Fhe Disciples of Christ, the Congregationalists, and the Baptists are in 
progressive conference on the subject of union. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATIO N. 


At this moment the nations and races that have been the most power- 
fully influenced by Christianity are the leaders in popular and broad educa- 
tion. In the Moslem, Buddhist, Hindu, and Shinto populations of the world, 
the percentage of illiteracy is from seventy-five to ninety per cent., and to-day 
more than half the race can neither read nor write. Everywhere and alway 
the Christian scholar is the highest embodiment of social and life efficiency. 
The high value and importance of religion in education has been expressed 
in the following telling words by one of America’s great educators. He says: 
“The greatest problem that contronts the educators of the world is how to im- 
part religious truth in a way that shall make it the organizing and controlling 
principle of human life. Scientific efficiency, without spiritual control and 
direction, is inadequate to insure either peace, happiness, or stable human 
progress. For the past months the most scientific machinery that human 
ingenuity has been able to devise has been used for the mutilation andl 
destruction of millions of the best men in Europe. Scientific efficiency spells 
destruction, unless controlled by spiritual ideals. The world is being rudely 
shocked into the consciousness that merely materialistic education, civiliza- 
tion, and efficiency are inadequate to insure human welfare and happiness; 
that there is a vital relation between liberty and democracy, that no 
democracy is safe without the undergirding of moral principle; and that 
you cannot produce stable moral character without vital religion. Even 
education that is selfish and God-ignoring is a dangerous force, aS a con- 
centrated power of every kind in the hands of unscrupulous ambition or 
lust.” Inasmuch as our National Constitution acknowledges God, and our. 
Supreme Judiciary has pronounced this a Christian nation, even our State 
schools have no right to use textbooks that deny the existence of God or the 
other fundamentals of religious faith. This contention has recently been 
allowed ‘in connection with the University of Wisconsin. The problem of the 
church college is a very serious one, and is being constantly intensified. The 
conditions that enter into it have changed rapidly in recent years. The 
State universities have had wonderful growth; the older church colleges have 
come to be great universities in many instances; while other church colleges 
have become non-sectarian and given publicity to the fact. The church 
college that continues in definite denominational affiliation can hold its 
zround only by the greatest effort and against fearful odds. In many in- 
stances, even life is precarious and uncertain. 

In our own denominational schools we have at work a sacrificing faculty. 
Their heroism and devotion are worthy of all praise. They recognize diffi- 
culties under which our schools are being maintained. Without a murmur 
they accept the situation. The Church feels that our denominational schools- 
should have constantly before them the necessity of training young men and 
young women for Christian work. It is not possible for church schools to enter 
the list with institutions supported by public funds, in the work of general ed- 
ucation. It is, therefore, the manifest duty that our schools and colleges have 
special care to keep in mind the specific objectives of the church school in 
developing denominational leaders. This General Conference will beyond 
doubt agree upon a four-year program which shall involve definite effort in 
endowing and equipping our own institutions of learning. Nothing of more 
importance can come before this session of the General Conference. We 
protest the effort of Romanism or any other sect to impair or dominate our 
public schools, and pledge ourselves to their protection from every foe, 
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THE RURAL CHURCH. 

Much of our work is yet in the country, and so, in natural course, we 
-must consider the status and problems of the country church. There are, in 
round numbers, 150,000 country churches in the United States. Many of these 
churches are for various reasons on the decline. In the last twenty years, 
i,700 country churches have closed in a single Central State. The Southern 
Baptists report ten thousand closed country churches, and the Methodist 
South, six thousand. The present general conditions in American life are 
against the success of the country church. It is an age of city building, and 
the lure of the city is powerful everywhere. Good roads and the automobile 
have enhanced the popularity of the village and the small town. For most 
part, the recreations are in the towns and cities. Unwholesome economic 
conditions enter into the situation. Long hours, high-priced land, the tenanv 
who rents but a year at a time, indebtedness on the land, with the farmer 
robbed of his just desert by those who handle his preduct after it leaves his 
possession and before it reaches the consumer, all are factors averse to the 
country church. Farmers are not readily co-operative. They do not develop 
or follow their own leaders. Many country areas have erected three or four 
churches where only one should have been built. A unified school distict 
divided on Sunday into a number of competitive groups, has not helped mat- 
ters. Our ministers and people must study country life and efficiency. Sur- 
veys must be followed up with appropriate reconstructions. The country 
church must. broaden its program and add to its ministries. The church 
must take an interest in soils, seeds, and silos, for Jesus ministered to man’s 
whole nature. It must be interested in good roads, in rich and balanced 
social life for old and young. Its claim for support must be based on a pro- 
gram at once available and appealing. The country preacher must be a 
country enthusiast and resident specialist on the advancement of community 
interests. We cannot save the country by absentee landlords or absentee 
ministers. The country preacher needs to supplement his theological train- 
ing by a course in practical agriculture. Our farmers must abandon the 
policy of underpay for the competent minister. The under-paid man is 
everywhere a liability rather than an asset. : 

Along with well-trained ministers must come the radical -reerganization 
of the financial ideals and methods of many of our country churches. Farm 
life is sure to be made increasingly attractive and profitable. We do well 
to become increasingly interested for the efficiency of the country church, 
as we need also to co-operate with the other religious bodies in any changes 
and readjustments which changed conditions and the present status may 
make necessary. 


PENSIONS FOR RETIRED MINISTERS. 

There is a nation-wide, Protestant church-wide movement in behalf of 
Superannuated ministers which is founded in the American sense of justice 
and fair play. During their most productive days, ministers are underpaid. 
This is wrong, and the present effort is designed in part to atone for that 
wrong. The average of salaries to ministers in the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ is $547. The average in the Disciples of Christ and the 
Southern Baptists is yet lower than ours. A great commission has recently 
found that minimum efficiency for the family requires an income of at least 
$800 per annum. It is self evident that we need much teaching and a radical 
reform in this item of ministerial support. Billy Sunday has well said, “It is 
radically wrong when a prize fighter in fifteen minutes can earn more than 
a country parson does in fifteen years.” President Wilson has expressed 
his deep interest in this nation-wide movement. The late session of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America declared interest and 
took favorable action on this subject. The total askings of American Protes- 
tantism for this pension fund at this time are, in round numbers, fifty mil- 
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lions of dollars. The method now being employed is the securing of a 
permanent or endowment fund. Some of the larger denominations have 
but recently completed their solicitations and secured large sums of money. 
This General Conference should renew attention and take proper steps to 
meet the need of our own worthy ministers and their dependent families. As 
the case now stands, our needy men are dependent upon the several annual 
conferences, and in many instances the conference funds are wholly inade- 
quate. A general fund of proper proportions and judiciously administered 
would seem to be the only method of meeting the situation. 


CHRISTIAN STEWARDSIIIP. 


The report of the Stewardship Department to this body will show a 
gratifying gain in the total giving of our people for all purposes during the 
last quadrennium. For this we thank God and take courage. As in the long 
ago, Jesus sits over against the treasury and beholds how the people cast 
inoney into the treasury. How sacred life becomes when we consider that he 
observes it all. How this sense of the divine observer dignifies the human 
career, and causes one to feel the solemnity and seriousness of the steward- 
ship of life and property. Every dollar we make is under the observation of 
our glorious King and he exalts us to co-partnership with himself. We must 
give our money in much larger measure and we will certainly do so, but 
beyond gifts of money we must dedicate our own lives and the lives of our 
children, for a world in sin will never be saved until this is done. 

A great Christian once said to me, “The cheapest thing we have to give 
is our money.” Gifts of life or money have no lifting power until the offering 
is sacrificial. It is that teaching on Sunday, after teaching all week, that 
is most certain to lift the lives of those whom we would save and guide. The 
essential stewardship is the stewardship of life, and when this full consecra- 
tion to God obtains, God’s ownership of all our preperty follows as a dominat- 
ing fact. Under the unction of the Holy Ghost upon the early church, “not 
one of them said that aught of the things which he possessed was his own.” 
This offering of money was a Single aspect of the holy energy flowing out 
of souls that were aflame with love to Christ. So now may we know that 
as important as money is for the advancement of the kingdom of God on the 
earth, nevertheless the world cannot be saved by a mere check-book cam: 
paign. So we tarry for the gift of the Holy Spirit and a consuming passion 
for Christ, and for those who have missed his grace. 

The Disciples of Christ are more than midway in a supreme effort to 
secure six millions of dollars for their work. The effort has been christened 
the Men and Millions Movement and success seems assured. The Baptists 
are working on a parailel proposition. All the leading denominations in the 
United States are promoting like campaigns for funds with which to carry 
forward a mighty advance. We too are feeling the call of God in this search- 
ing hour, and we will be true by consecrating ourselves and our possessions 
to God as never before. The budget system is growing in favor, and with 
very slight alterations it would seem to be well adapted to the development of 
our growing enterprises. There has been a fear that there might be less 
instruction of the church on the great enterprises that depend upon the suc- 
cess of the budget and that loss from the absence of the special and specific 
appeal was inevitable. This danger, however, can be met by the pastors if 
they will systematize their pulpit work, so as to enlighten the people on the 
vital interests that are embodied in the provision and success of the budget. 
This whole matter will have your careful and judicious attention. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The quadrennium has been characterized by gracious revivals in all of 
our foreign fields. Restrictions placed upon our workers because of inade- 
quate funds and ‘therefore remedial by larger gifts, are most regrettable. 
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Account has not been taken as perhaps should be of the comprehensive pro- 
gram which characterizes our work abroad, in the distribution of the budget. 
Surely, a way must be found for relieving the Foreign Missionary Society of 
the handicap of diminished income, when the five million souls we have 
accepted as our foreign parish are yet but partially served with the agencies 
ordained of God for their evangelization. A good start has been made in secur- 
ing the funds necessary for the buildings agreed upon, and the whole amount 
will surely be forthcoming at an early date. Giving for foreign missions by 
the different communions of the United States is increasing at the rate of a 
million dollars per year, so that the annual contribution is now almost twenty 
millions of dollars. Our own Communion must find a way to keep step in 
this upward drive for the complete evangelization of the world. Our Foreign 
Missionary Society received from the budget for the year ending April 1, sik) Wie 
$40,108.79, which amount is less by ten thousand dollars than the amounv 
received from the same source five years ago. The facts call for readjust: 
ments and larger giving. 


WOMAN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 


This excellent organization has made commendable advancement during 
the four years past. Gifts have increased, locais have been added, all depart- 
ments have been strengthened, periodical and other literature has been 
effectually distributed, workers have been developed and called into service, 
and the whole denomination inspired by the good work wrought by our noble 
women. This Association has manifested a fine interest in the complete 
program of the denomination at home as well as abroad. Their representa- 
tives who sit in the board meetings of the Foreign Missionary Society and 
on the Executive Committee, have invariably made invaluable contribu- 
tion to the councils of the said meetings. Their faith and devotion, their 
industry and zeal, their wisdom and profound interest in the unevangelized 
world, are worthy of all praise. Anything which this body can do to forward 
the activity and usefulness of the Association will be freely and joyfully done. 


OUR PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


Our publishing plant is on the whole one of the best in the United States, 
and its total valuation is now about one million five hundred thousand dollars 
with a total indebtedness of $700,000. The institution is on a solid financial 
basis, and is the outstanding material achievement of the denomination. 
The management has plans for a rapid paying of the indebtedness and a 
resumption of dividends to the superannuated ministers. Our periodicals 
have all been rendering the denomination valuable service, and their circula- 
tion has been for most part steadily advancing. Everywhere our people are 
evincing an increased appreciation of the great work of the House, and con- 
tinued loyalty will yield the most gratifying results. Nothing but the highest 
success will satisfy the Agent and the trustees. 


PROHIBITION OF THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC. 


Such rapid strides are now being taken in the movement against the 
saloon and the use of alcoholic beverages abroad and at home as to greatly 
hearten those who have toiled long and faithfully for this happy day. It is 
known that more than 7,800 newspapers in the United States have adopted 
the policy of refusing all advertising of the products of breweries and the 
distilleries. Congress has made it unlawful to send liquor advertisements 
through the mails into States-where the laws forbid such advertisements, and 
where solicitation of liquor orders is prohibited. Because the people have 
already decreed that the nation shall be dry at an early date in any case, and 
because our entrance upon war with Germany makes the matter the more 
timely, we suggest action here endorsing the prohibition at once of the use 
of cereals in the manufacture of liquor, and the immediate prohibition of the 
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liquor traffic nation wide as a war measure. We heartily endorse the Anti- 
Saloon League in its mighty leadership against the saloon, and would be 
pleased to have this body renew the pledge of our heartiest co-operation in its 
great work. We register our appreciation of the glorious work of.the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union, the Prohibition party, and all other agencies now 
being happily influential in forwarding the great reform that has in view a 
sober and efficient race. We would encourage the pledging of our Sunday- 
school scholars, the unceasing activity of our pulpits, the votes of our people 
everywhere against the intoxicating cup. 


HOME MISSIONS. 


The Home Missionary Department of our Church shows very commend- 
able results for the past quadrennium. Much has been done by way of the 
printed page te inform our denomination of the needs of the fields at home. 
The circulation: of literature has been associated. with constant effort to eall 
out the requisite workers, and support them in parishes where their services 
would mean most to the denomination and the kingdom of God. The funds 
provided by the gifts of the Church for this great work have been inadequate, 
and this has put a constant strain on the board-and its Secretary. The danger 
under such circumstances of undertaking more than can be well sustained 
and developed, is always a real one. The calls multiply, the desire for 
achievement in expansion is alluring and worthy. Bishops, secretaries, and 
conference superintendents have a laudable ambition to show results. Unless 
‘there is a well-wrought, general governing policy, there is sure to come 
arrested development under the limitations of inadequate support to work 
launched but not carried forward to permanency and high efficiency. It is 
not to our credit to be so zealous in expanding into new fields that we cripple 
the work where a good start has been made, but where success depends’ upon 
well-sustained effort, and a prompt advance to power and permanence. 

We have but a limited amount of resources in men and money for home 
expansion. Our policy must be wrought out in the recognition of that facv. 
The desire to spread out and enter new fields must be moderated by the 
stubborn fact that the work in areas already entered will be stunted and 
even killed by lack of support to the point of standard efficiency. We are 
not responsible for doing work in all sections of the country, because our 
resources do not permit of that happy service. We are responsible for good 
work and equipment where we do decide to enter, and our good repute is 
guaranteed by the quality rather than the quantity of our work. If new work 
be not well manned and supported from inception to self-support, we are 
sure to lose the initial cost and our good name as well by the failure. We 
insist great care should be taken at this point. For instance, if our resources 
are equal to successful extension into the Pacific States but not to successful 
extension into the Pacific and Southern States both, then we ought to deter- 
raine which field we intend to enter, and promptly and continually meet the 
requirements of success in men and money. To illustrate again, what shall 
be said of the policy of allowing some general or conference official to draw 
us into additional territory when work already inaugurated is literally bleed- 
ing to death for inadequate nourishment and support? We hope this body will 
do two things: arrange for larger income to the Home Missionary treasury, 
and agree upon a policy that will avoid begetting what we afterward starve 
by withdrawing nurture and support. 


CHURCH ERECTION. | 


This important department has had a fine growth during the last four 
years. Notable success has been achieved in securing new funds and more 
especially in making vital existing funds by ccllecting loans long overdue. 
The report of the General Secretary will show that the department is coming 


into a capacity of service to the denomination that is an omen of great good. 
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Our growth is impossible without well-located and modern church and par- 
Sonage buildings, and the one agency of the Church which is devoted to 
leadership in this equipment is of incalculable importance. Any legislation 
that will strengthen the department will be deserving of the attention of 
this body. 


FAMILY LIFE, 


The family is the oldest social institution known to mankind. Its exis. 
tence is based on the pure love and happy union of one man and one woman 
in the bonds of sacred domestic fidelity and felicity. There are forces at work 
in our civilization that greatly jeopardize family efficiency, The church does 
well only as it gives a clear, constructive message that will point out the 
danger sources and indicate the paths of safety. The moral foes are the most 
deadly as against the efficiency of the family. Vicious ideals in either hus- 
band or wife are even more destructive than when they exist in the unre- 
lated individuals. Divorce is more prevalent among the rich and the well- 
to-do than among the poor. This is no argument for poverty or against a 
competency, but it is inspiring to know that, despite congested life, clinging 
conjugal fidelity is so largely characteristic of our poor. Efficient family life 
is impossible where the undisciplined will, the unsocialized desire, the brute 
semblances, and excessive self-love are indulged. 

Marriage always involves a testing moral situation and it imperatively 
demands self-forgetting love. It develops joy by self-sacrifice, and self- 
revelation through self-surrender. The family is a mighty factor in the moral 
education of the race, and every young person considering marriage should 
feel compulsion to qualify not only physically but by the most genuine Chris- 
tian experience and character. Family life does not permit of one being 
a lord and one a slave, but it calls for mutuality in consideration and love. 
Because marriage and the family are the most fundamental expression of our 
common life and civilization, we believe the state should provide a legal 
defender of the home and the marriage tie in every case of effort for a 
divorce. We lay upon all our ministers a care to examine applicants for mar- 
riage who have previously been married, and to insist on satisfactory proof of 
innocence and competence for a second marriage. The Christian home only is 
the normal type for civilization, and this fact should be appropriately empha- 
sized in all of our pulpits. We admonish all of our ministers to set forth clearly 
and fully the Christian message as to Marriage and family life. HBeonomic 
conditions have a very important relation to family efficiency; hence, it is 
clearly the duty of the church and the state to enjoin a fair and adequate wage 
for labor, to secure conditions that will make more certain and attainable 
self-support, property ownership, and standard living. 


CHURCH AND STATE. 


Both church and state are of divine origin. They are both obligated to 
the motives and controls of religion. Herein is their sanctity and resultant 
claim on the allegiance of all men. The idea that the state is purely a 
secular contrivance, is not only fallacious but pernicious. The expanding 
area of moral obligation is embracing the state and all of its functions and 
activities. The credential of the state is the fact that it is ordained of God 
and it has authority only as it embodies the law of God. All ultimate author- 
ity is vested in Almighty God. It is the duty of the state to embody the moral 
principles of religion in domestic policies and foreign relationships. There 
is no authority for godless schools, godless politics, or godless Governmental 
acts. Mere enlightened selfishness is not a safe guide for the state. If the 
Constitution of the United States does not harmonize with these fundamental 
laws, then the Constitution is in need of another amendment. The acknowl- 
edgment of Almighty God was incorporated in twelve of the constitutions of 
the original thirteen States, and is not incorporated in the constitutions of 
thirty-four States of the Union, 
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; By common idealism, all of our legislation is based on Christian prin- 
ciples and not on pagan, Mohammedan, or natural morality. In 1861, Justice 
Allen, of the Supreme Court of New York, gave a decision in which he said, 
“Christianity is part of the common law of the state—the acknowledged 
religion of the people.” In a decision of the United States Supreme Court 
in the Girard will case, announced by Justice Story, this language occurs: 
“Tt is said, and truly, that the Christian religion is part of the common law 
of Pennsylvania.” This means that the vital general truths of Christianity — 
as they apply to the state are accepted. The Thirty-third Congress adopted 
a committee report in which the following language occurs: “Your committee 
concede that the ecclesiastical powers and the state have been and should 
continue to be separated from each other. But we beg leave to secure our- 
selves from the interpretation of asserting that religion is not needed in order 
to the safety of civil society. It must be considered as the foundation 
cn which the whole structure rests.’ The proclamations of our Presidents 
and governors invariably carry the acknowledgment of the Divine Being. In 
the beginning of our common schools, it was the controlling conception that 
they were to be Christian common schools. We have a time-honored system 
of National and State chaplains. From all this, it is evident that the State 
is a moral person with moral character and responsibility clearly indicated. 


Neutrality on moral principles is impossible, for the people are only sovereign 
under Almighty God. The nation inevitably must have moral as well as 
material aims. It must always be in mind that the separation of church and 
state is a very different matter from the separation of state and religious 
principles. Let the church persist in her best efforts at making sovereign the 
Christian idealism.. She must continue to set high the standards for private 
and public actions. 

The Word of God always has been and now is being voiced by prophets 
who cry aloud and spare not, demanding righteousness in high places as well 
as in low. “Though the worldling, the opportunist, the materialist may 
sneer at idealism in politics and altruism in diplomacy, the fact remains that 
even the secular government of a so-called Christian nation shows by its 
asseverations of righteousness and its pretense to the international mind and 
the interests of humanity, that Christ is a greater Lord and Sovereign in the 
world than even Christians dare believe. He modifies the harshness of men 
and nations in untold ways, and guides them, times without number, in paths 
of righteousness. This is the faith which makes the Christian an optimist as 
he persists in being an idealist. There is no telling what Christ may yet do 
in the way of Christianizing governmental policies and actions.” 

There are two opposing concepts on which the ideals and policies of a 
state may be constructed. The one is that might makes right, and the other 
that righteousness and moral conceptions alone are accredited for the deter- 
mination of governmental policies. So long as states embody conquest, 
oppression, and injustice, their determining principle must necessarily -be 
force. We must hasten the evolution of a better view of the nature and 
function of states. They have justification only as a means to accomplishing 
the welfare of mankind. It is evident that the end of autocratic and arbitrary 
governments is at hand. To this end may God cause the wrath of man to 
praise him. 

BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

This institution that stands for all that is hopeful and dynamic in the 
life of our denomination, has had a good quadrennium. The number of stu- 
dents has increased, and friends have come forward with large gifts for 
maintenance. Our young men and young women who hear the call of God 
to Christian work, are now quite generally disposed to seek preparation under 
the direction of the faculty of this power-house of the Church. The Seminary 
itself lays emphasis upon the anointing of the Holy Spirit, while imbuing the 
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students with a genuine thirst for the attaining of a sound and ever important 
intellectual preparation for the service of mankind and the Church. All of 
our problems wait on a competent and powerful ministry, and the ministry 
of every age must be well related to the current intellectual life. The min- 
ister must be a man of wide intelligence and thorough culture, as also a 
Inan of prayer and dependence upon the Holy Ghost. Our denomination must 
make the Seminary a great, powerful, and adequate institution, for this is 
identical with the assuring development of our denominational history and 
achievement. This General Conference will find it necessary to fully consider 
all the problems and policies of the institution with a view to final conclu- 
sions that will assure success. Any undue anxiety about the real estate 
holdings may be countered by the reflection that, while the holdings are 
greater than we could wish, yet there is no better basis of solid financial 
soundness and profit than the earth. It is believed that satisfactory liquida- 
tion of these holdings will obtain in due time. 


SEMINARY EXTENSION. 


This important adjunct of Seminary activity has come into popular favor 
very deservedly and rapidly. It is a sound’ and well-foundationed endeavor 
to place the whole ministry of the Church under effective guidance in a 
constructive study of the Holy Word of God, with a view to a better shepherda- 
ing of the flock of God. It has resulted in widespread interest in the Bible 
and in a new realization of its availability for inspiring and guiding the 
whole Church to conquest and service to Jesus Christ. Outstanding in this 
great and gracious work is the name of Prof. G. A. Funkhouser, D.D., who in 
the providence of God has directed the education of two generations of the 
United Brethren ministry. Seminary Extension has appeared to be the 
crowning service of a long and unusually useful life. It will be eminently 
fitting that this body renew its approval of this work, and forward it by such 
added support as may be necessary for its larger efficiency and power. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


It will be well if, in connection with the responsible hours of this assem- 
blage, we shall fairly, and in the presence of God, really see the state ana 
condition of our beloved Zion. We are forward looking, and yet we are 
bound to properly revere and appreciate the past. Our fathers were mighty 
in their day, and they must have had access to the secrets of power. We are 
well assured that their earnest and pronounced Christian experience should 
be relieved in each generation of the Church we so much love. There are 
some things in Christianity that are of unfailing and continuous importance. 
No age can do well without a fidelity in these respects. Insistence on defi- 
nite spiritual renewal by the power of the Holy Spirit no age or generation 
will ever outgrow. It paid for the fathers to wait in deep feeling upon God, 
and it will pay the church of to-day to do likewise. Our Church must not 
abandon the altar call, the old-time conversion, the triumphant praise and 
befitting testimony to Jesus’ saving power. We suggest a fresh and com- 
manding concern for the deepening of the spiritual life, and the power that 
ensures irresistible evangelistic efficiency. Nothing in our evolution ag a 
religious body must ever be allowed to displace the supernatural and the 
divine in the life and worship of our people. We must remember that our 
glorious Lord is ever keenly alive to the faults and failures of the church. 
He knows when our works are perfunctory, vainglorious, and ineffective. 
He knows when the church is in form but not in power. At such an hour, 
the church must hear and heed the call to repent. The church must forever 
accept the challenge to be a society in which the level of goodness and purity 
is quite higher than it is outside.” The maintenance of this higher life level 
is the eternal problem of the church. The church is vital and irresistible 
only by that which is inexorable, uncompromising, and unmodifiable in its 
life and message. The world is, after all, happy to hear the mighty affirma- 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 25 


tions of Christianity. Even where Satan’s seat is, the church is to rise into 
triumph and irresistible power. It is the duty of the church to be both 
mystical and practical. True religion is expressed through words and emo- 
tions, and through deeds and uprightness of life. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR, SUNDAY SCHOOLS, AND BROTHERHOODS. 

i There has been a most wholesome growth in the Endeavor work, both 
intensive and extensive. There are many more societies, there is better 
power and efficiency as measured in soul-winning, than ever before. There 
has been a fine emphasis upon the spiritual life as well as upon better 
methods and general equipment. The young people are in training with a 
fine prospect that the coming generation will be more competent to carry 
forward the enterprises of the kingdom because of their training for the 
work in the Christian Endeavor societies. Our Sunday schools have had a 
steady growth and afford a challenge to the Church for soul-winning and life- 
building. The standards of the work have well advanced during the quad- 
rennium. A wide outlook on the world of practical Christian achievement, 
las been placed in the schools by alternate periods of intelligent effort in 
behalf of home and foreign missions. We trust this body will re-endorse 
this emphasis. The Brotherhood organizations of the Church, where they 
have good leadership, are doing a marvelous work. Programs increasingly 
comprehensive and challenging have been accepted with general heartiness. 
The results are inspiring, and we hope this body will accentuate the devel- 
opment of the Brotherhood movement within the Church. 

. INVOKING THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Finally, shall we seek with all holy persistency to do the work of this 
General Conference, all of it, in the very conscious presence of the Holy 
Spirit. If he shall preside, all of our differences will at last merge into great 
unisons and holy harmonies. Diverging opinions will dissolve into the 
mighty forces of constructive action and unity. Brotherly love and thought- 
ful consideration of one anotber will characterize each contact and associa- 
tion. Each will esteem others better than himself, and unkind criticism will 
not be known in our midst. Let us be chastened in the fact that some of our 
number who have served long and devotedly in general work will at this time 
lay down their official position and accept the verdict of the years. Let 
us consider how we all do fade as a leaf, and that our race will in each and 
every case soon be run. The great white light of eternity will soon burst 
upon the eyes of each of us. The time is short. It is far in the afternoon 
with many of us. We shall all need charity in judgment, and let him who 
thinks of severity toward his brother halt, ere he offend the Holy Comforter. 
We are in the very presence of God, and we must walk softly before him. 
The centuries are looking down upon us, the glorious Lord is in the midst, 
the day of our opportunity will socn have passed, the world conditions chal- 
lenge our meager wisdom and service, so that the only appropriate thing 
for us to do is to close in with God, to humble ourselves before him, and wait 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and of fire. Amen and Amen. [Signed] 
N.- Gastne (Emeritus), G. M. Maruews, W. M. WEEKLEY, W. M. BELL, 
H. H. Four, C. J. Keprart, A. T. Howarp. 


The address was received with applause and voices of “Amen! Amen!” 

The Price Quartet then sang “The Wondrous Story,” which was received 
with such applause that they followed with “Savior, comfort me.” 

The Quadrennial Report was distributed, after which Dr. A. C. Siddall, 
secretary of the last General Conference, called the roll of ministerial and 
lay delegates in alphabetical order. The names of the alternates to take the 
places of absentees were referred to the Committee on Credentials, 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE BISHOPS AND DELEGATES 
Bishops. 


G. M. Mathews, D.D. 

W. OM. Bell, LL.D. 

W.M. Weekley, D.D. 
Ministerial. 


Celakephart, ive) 

PES Eisvkhout.. Dab), 

A. f. Howard, )-D, 
Lay. 


ALLEGHENY. 


J. S. Fulton, Johnstown. 

L. W. Stahi, McKeesport. 

W. H. Spangler, Jeannette. 

j. W. Wilson, Monessen. 

J. I. L. Ressler, Conemaugh. 
J. J. Funk, Johnstown. 

W. G. Fulton, East Pittsburgh. 
W. V. Barnhart, Pitcairn. 


Elmer Henderson, Trafford. 
M. H. Myers, Johnstown. 

A. E. Roose, East Pittsburgh. 
B. F. Keister, Scottdale. 

E. R. Hancock, Philipsburg. 
H. H. Baish, Altoona. 

George C. Blair, Wilkinsburg. 
Mrs. B. C. Shaw, Dunlo. 


CALIFORNIA. 


L. S. Woodruff, Stockton. 
Logan Harter, Riverside. 


Mark Keppel, Los Angeles. 
Clarence EF. Coe, Palms. 


COLORADO. 


A. J. Springston, Akron. 


W. E. McCormick, Berthoud. 


COLUMBIA RIVER. 


W. A. Nicoles, Spokane, Wash. 


Mrs. Nora Gallaher, Walla Wallae 


EAST OHIO. 


J. H. Patterson, Mansfield. 

P. M. Camp, Canton. 

J. S. Kendall, Dayton. 

W. W. Moody, Beach City. 
W. W. Williamson, Cleveland. 


A. A. Moore, Barberton. 
Jay M. Cogan, Canton. 

G. A. Garver, Strasburg. 
J. N. Funk, Akron. 

W. E. Airhart, Coshocton. 


EAST PENNSYLVANIA. 


D. D. Lowery, Harrisburg. 
S. C. Enck, Philadelphia. 

I. H. Albright, Middletown. 
Hi. E. Miller, Lebanon. 

J. A. Lyter, Harrisburg. 
R. R. Butterwick, Hershey. 
G. D. Batdorf, Lancaster, 


A. S. Kreider, Annville. 
J. R. Engle, Palmyra. 

A. S. Light, Lebanon. 
C..L. Grabill, Lancaster. 
H. J. Roop, Highspire. 
G. A. Stengle, Oberlin. 
E. P. Strickler, Lebanon. 


EAST TENNESSEE, 


S. W. Paul, Knoxville. 
W. H. Wright, Knoxville. 


R. J. White, Buffalo, N. Y. 
W. B. Nelson, Buffalo, N. Y. 
ING Te MacIntyre, Jamestown. 


Ethel Carter, Chattanooga. 
R. A. Armstrong, Knoxville. 


ERIE. 


Mrs. R. J. White, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mrs. O. E. Williams, Warren, Pa. 

paEPe Sia Walters, Frewsburg, 
Neve 


GEORGIA-FLORIDA. 


A. A. Chapman, Tampa, Fla. 


E. V. Cavanaugh, Tampa, Fla. 
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INDIANA. 
W. E. Snyder, New Albany. L. R. Sharp, Corydon. 
D. P. MeCoy, Dale. k. O. Gilley, New Albany, 
J. W. Settle, Washington. J. W. Sell, Hartsville. 
S. L. Todd, Oakland City. Charles Settle, Freetown. 
IOWA STATE. 
J. Co Licht Cedar Rapids: D. W. Bovee, Waterloo. 
W. F. Cronk, Gladbrook. J. H. Owen, Toledo. 
E. W. Curtis, Chariton. Frank Wilkins, Chariton. 
J. H. Yaggy, Waterloo. A. J. Coon, Des Moines. 
KANSAS. 
C. E. Heisel, Wichita. R. H. Bennett, Iola. 
M. Nichols, Salina. J. H. Little, LaCrosse. 
O. T. Deever, Dayton, Ohio. Mrs. G. H. Shaw, Hoisington. 
Bertha Fogleberg, Solomon. H. M. Ambrose, Kansas City. 
F,. M. Testerman, Lawrence. A. J. Mitchell, Holton. 
G. K. Hartman, Topeka. V. H. Miller, Russell. 
KENTUCKY. 
J. F. Turner, Reynolds Station. Otis A. Boling, Reynolds Station. 
LOUISIANA. 
W. L. Childress, Roanoke. B. A. Richhart, Jennings. 
‘ LOWER WABASH. 
W. L. Perkins, Casey. H. F. Brubaker, Paris, Il. 
J. B. Connett, Olney. L.A. Rader, Westfield. 
W.L. Duncan, Crawfordsville. Cloyd C. Rose, Olney. 
J. B. Norviel, Urbana. Judge Walter Brewer, Toledo. 
MIAMI. 
C. W. Kurtz, Dayton. E. L. Shuey, Dayton. 
A. R. Clippinger, Dayton. A. A. Maysilles, Dayton. 
J. G. Huber, Dayton. H.C. Cridland, Dayton. 
J. W. Kilbourne, Dayton. L. C. Weimer, Dayton. 
J. H. Dutton, Dayton. Charles J. Hall, Dayton. 
MICHIGAN. 
S. E. Shull, Howard City. A. LaVerne Spafford, Gr’d Rapids. 
J. A. Blickenstaff, Benton Harbor. Fred P. Geib, Grand Rapids. 
MINNESOTA. 
M. H. Frye, Eyota. Ajexander Campbell, Viola. 
MISSOURI. 
W. M. Pettibon, Trenton. Judge J. S. Kirkpatrick, Kan. City. 
L. D. Neher, Brashear. W. H. Smith, Maitland. 
MONTANA. 
M. S. Bovey, Alpha, N. D. Briley Douglas, Carlyle, Mont. 
NEBRASKA. 
W. O. Jones, York. Fred Jeffers, Aurora. 
M. O. McLaughlin, York. S.C. Caldwell, Swanton. 


S, M. Snider, York. Carrie A. M. Burt, Aurora. 
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NEW MEXICO. 


O. A. Smith, Amistad. E. O. Johnson, Amistad. 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS. 
V. W. Overton, Bloomington. IF, N. Munch, Weldon. 
M. B. Spayd, Springfield. J. H. Reed, Bloomington. 
A. E. Wright, Chicago. Mrs. Clara Wolford, Compton. 
J. M. Phillippi, Dayton, Ohio. Alex. Anderson, Polo. 
7 OHIO GERMAN. 
J. C. Bremer, Toledo. J ti. 1 eupold, Zanesville. 
OKLAHOMA. ie 
Cc. A. Hendershot, Shawnee. Mrs. W. H. McGrady, Elk City. 
D. L. Doub, Enid. J. W. King, Vici. 
OREGON. 
G. E. McDonald, Portland. Prof. E. H. Castle, Philomath. 
H. B. Dorks, Eugene. Mrs. W. O. Zeigler, Portland. 
: PENNSYLVANIA. 
W. H. Washinger, Chambersburg. G. M. Washinger, Lemoyne. 
A. A. Long, York. J. H. Kiracofe, Hagerstown, Md. 
A. B. Statton, Hagerstown, Md. E. E. Houseman, York. : 
L. W. Lutz, Chambersburg. Harry E. Lease, York. 
J. P. Koontz, York. J. B. Wingerd, Chambersburg. 
G. D. Gossard, Annville. M.S. Meredith, York. 


A. R. Ayers, New Cumberland. Wm. N. McFaul, Baltimore, Md. 
ST. JOSEPH. 


J. E. Grimes, N. Manchester. C. L. Raymond, Huntington. 

J. W. Lake, Elkhart. C. E. Wilson, South Bend. 

C. A. Sickafoose, Brook. Joseph Richer, Peru. 

J. A. Groves, Warsaw. Ida Shrock, Bennett Switch. 

W. E. Stanley, N. Manchester. S. A. Thompson, Frankfort. 

D. Robinson, Indianapolis. W. A. Cochran, Ligonier. 
SANDUSKY. 

M. k. Ballinger, Findlay, G. C. Housekeeper, Bowling Green. 

A. C, Siddall, Dayton. G. H. Waggoner, Fremont. 

E, A, Lilly, Van Wert. E. D. Powell, Findlay. 

Rk. A. Powell, Toledo. D. H. Counseller, Elida. 

C. B. Fletcher, Toledo. A. H. Laughbaum, Galion. 

W. O. Fries, Dayton. J. J. Dick, Bucyrus. 

J. E. Fout, Dayton. W. B. Roberts, Columbus. 


SOUTHEAST OHIO. 
W. G. Clippinger, Westerville. E. S. Neuding, Circleville. 


islets Harris, Columbus. H. G. Hansel, Logan. 

R. A. Hitt, Chillicothe. C. M. Wagner, Baltimore. 

M. R. White, Newark. H. M. Whitcraft, Logan. 

George Geiger, Jackson. J. E. Newell, Jackson. 
VIRGINIA. 

A. S. Hammack, Dayton, Va. W. I. Good, Harrisonburg. 


W. F, Gruver, Martinsburg, W. Va.J. H. Ruebush, Dayton, Va, 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 29 


A. J. Sechrist, Churchville. D. O. Fout, Harrisonburg. 
J. H. Brunk, Berkeley Springs. BF. Millard, Martinsburg, W. Va. 
J. H. Ford, Martinsburg, W. Va. J. L. Graves, ‘Martinsburg, W. Va. 


WEST TENNESSEE. 


Robert Earls, Nashville. C. A. McGhee, Nashville. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
J. T.-Foster, Mason. J. B. Ware, Philippi. 
E. H. Waters, Grafton. A. S. Reese, Grafton. 
J. C. Warner, New Haven. Ernest Philipps, Buckhannon. 
H. R. Hess, Clarksburg. J. F. Lawman, Clarksburg. 
A. H. Reese, Huntington. M. L. Weekley, Pennsboro. 
W. M. Slaughter, Clarksburg. J. J. Shore, Parkersburg. 
F. G. Radabaugh, Belington. J. T. Chriss, Manington. 
WHITE RIVER. 
J. E. Shannon, Marion, Ind. I. J. Good, Indianapolis. 
L. O. Blake, Terre Haute. W. G. Bailey, Indianapolis. 
M. F. Dawson, Hartford City. C. J. Wheeler, Noblesville. 
J. A. Bray, Marion. GA Lambert, Anderson. 
N. P. France, Indianapolis. Beulah Chappelle, Terre Haute. 
(alee Roberts, Mooresville. Stella Wellman, Terre Haute. 
WISCONSIN. 
S. E. Taylor, Boaz. W.E. Gillingham, Richland Center. 


L. L. Thayer, Richland Center. G. H. Pepper, Mt. Tabor. 
WEST AFRICA. 
J. F. Musselman, Freetown, Sierra Leone, W. Africa. 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

H. W. Widdoes, San Fernando, Philippine Islands. 
CHINA. 

E. B. Ward, Canton, China. 
JAPAN. 

C. Yasuda, Kyoto, Japan. 


PORTO RICO. 
Philo W. Drury, Ponce, Porto Rico. 





ROLL OF GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES. 
Alphabetically Arranged. 


BISHOPS. 
N. Castle, D.D., (Emeritus) ......-.0+eeee serene Philomath, Oregon 
G. M. Mathews. SID seta a) ee eee te trae nto ohieien an stains atte Dayton, Ohio 
Wine M. Bell) Din. cs. ences new ccie ine Los Angeles, California 
Wm. M. Weekley, DLL See a eee Parkersburg, West Virginia 
Pie El out, ee oeeen eee ge we ee et See aries Indianapolis, Indiana 
(Se 5. Kephart, IDIDS & oot aS 2, sea eee oot cn) Kansas City, Missouri 


Ker Howard, DD. (Foreign)... 1... eevee ase. Dayton, Ohio 
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MINISTERS. 
AT prigi tcl lec) 1D se peie teers tls ces teen aoe Middletown, Pennsylvania 
AOL'S; ALY RK. ie iaree, sees eels New Cumberland, Pennsylvania 
Ballinger, MR. {D:D!. - lenis oie = ste eee Findlay, Ohio 
Batdort 3 Gres) 0 ee a te terete Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
[Beha ape Ey. Nie Vice Aeon a cts ciciocticrla ania o eso Pitcairn, Pennsylvania 
Blakey UimOii ci cecek cts as coe Dera ees ee eer Terre Haute, Indiana 
Blickenstathy Jo Acactaere | cheers eae Benton Harbor, Michigan 
Bovey, M. CPE EAN une e DAD Rip key Ue |i eee Alpha, North Dakota 
Ley coh peal bees Ce eee NSO AM Caen Soe is ime rapier Sa 0 ios Marion, Indiana 
1B yaoi 204304 djl CAMA oy PR COG NS Mor Mee Soa oars sano obi Toledo, Ohio 
Birtan kk: Seb pee cab oolecosee eters ae ater Berkeley Springs, West Virginia 
ibhad ssn p telco e: see dRGye DS DUAR R Ne Bg ob ions Hershey, Pennsylvania 
Camp. PMS DADs Baie. cachet aeieh ial leat aiebtuenet eee Canton, Ohio 
Cha pian A TAS or ce crece ds oesicceian ce ote ohne yceienet hover saree Tampa, Florida 
Childress Wie PhD ee ase ee: ee hee oe Roanoke, Louisiana 
Clippinger, ALR. Del). sees ae tic eae Gc pen Dayton, Ohio 
Clippinger, Pres. W. GD. i OAR a Sipe eae ieee nie ey cee Westerville, Ohio 
Gonnett (eyo DeD ee cn care See ta ti caer a eed a Olney, Illinois 
Gronks Way eas Dee, oe eyes cries aren ona aoe eee Gladbrook, Iowa 
Curtis, E. W., AB RID a ee teenat teen moots RuNeey ey Bey eek Gee Chariton, lowa 
Dawson, 11 SPP Seta ere Be SPR, ers epee eat. Hartford City, Indiana 
BB Yor ig oy eg ais Bel aieiraes ana ela 8 Aiea Dec Sie eran Say BG's Atesro Dayton, Ohio 
iD yore orig bile ei hae Pee eG eI icin NAR RE 5 Gos oie 1PREBe Oee Hie Eugene, Oregon 
Doub, dD eel Dares mri Wee a nticmy Ais ics bet aerate Enid, Oklahoma 
Drury. Philo awe ea: accion hice cet enone ak cr renee Ponce, Porto Rico 
Cae Wes eve cerita hoy. o, -1.ste as eee Guus Crawfordsville, Indiana 
MD Yokes 0) Se sie] Et ee Meee THE aca: aah We SR 2 asec erics b Dayton, Ohio 
Barls Rober Cte adie ae oe re oe eee Nashville, Tennessee 
Enck, SEE] Gad Bs BD ane o. romearcorss eos cias Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Fletcher, oe BS Sak Dae CRP racmeeR EB isin ee SN oe Bhar Toledo, Ohio 
Fogleberg, Bertha ohccciet? anc aaeket setae Solomon, Kansas 
BOrde jis bls. A Geese e eee mean ve ey ene eee Martinsburg, West Virginia 
Noster Jae SDD oo eke 5 cee eerie Mason, West Virginia 
Pott) SDD ais aod oes oe ease tee ener hep ee er en etc Dayton, Ohio 
Erance. = Ne eee eae ete ces ei ee Indianapolis, Indiana 
Fries; "W: O35: D Deen eee eee eee Dayton, Ohio 
Frye, M, ‘Hiss: 33-05 eae ee ee nen aes Eyota, Minnesota 
Fulton, J SoD Dake eee Ee ee eee Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
Pulton, W.G.v.. cna re een ere East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Bank, Jaoj:. +... 5. 5. Seabee ee ee Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
GeigemiGeoree.. 20)... eee SAN Ua Sea tacts eee CR ee Jackson, Ohio 
Gossard.-pres. .G. D., D.Dic scam PT Ret esr Annville, Pennsylvania 
Grimes aaron sate ea oid so ic tae ee North Manchester, Indiana 
GrOVES) JaOAR OM beccse duane s sis OSes Warsaw, Indiana 
GruveraNi ghee DAD. wins Ss She Pees Martinsburg, West Virginia 
Pammract 00.5 5.5 UIDi, e. c tas ahs a ee Dayton, Virginia 
EV anti aes eleeree hae cre eaten laser en oe ete ee ee Columbus, Ohio 
Harter, Logan aie Ge Ce nn ae EE ee eee California 
Hartmtans'G.Keaser peti re aie si « as scone See ee Topeka, Kansas 
Ehersel eC oe ont eae) Os roe ae ene Wichita, Kansas 
Hendershot, Ore ea adie atic NRA Me BRN So 5) A Shawnee, Oklahoma 
kes ose i et ere an ene eee cae Clarksburg, West Virginia 
Hitt, f= aot BD FD rer GAIN: es cc 5'n'cy eo Sein OLS ARR Chillicothe, Ohio 
Jskisllot ay peed oi © pas Deb paeaMaer i stecls ack whe iscos oo SIS ise Bes oo © Dayton, Ohio 


Nones; We OF Dine os ot. Re ee ee York, Nebraska 
Kendall’ y 2Ses Dib E ea ee ee ee Dayton, Ohio 
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orlyoratcoiva S  aleiiees e. = - a Dayton, Ohio 
ISG OTWAC SIRE RRA eee i, 2 7 rrr York, Pennsylvania 
SSG A RTS DIRS 8 te i rn ae Dayton, Ohio 
MEIC a Nic WWiececorahs aft AA rae oS 5 5 ad OR ee Elkhart, Indiana 
Light, GS ee os oc. oo ce eR RE ee Suk AEN: Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
LLAMMIISiy T S20 a ee Rl rah oc sins aio Van Wert, Ohio 
REG NIN MIO) 2 P's Snape ach a sO York, Pennsylvania 
feowmety. OI... . vp an ae AW is eunceoeee Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Be neem ete DOs Cons. oa ieee Cen, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
LIFES) ts) Bike LD) 6 a ne an a ee Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
McCoy, LILY. SSE? S ee ttt rn es Sa agi Se Ma Oo Dale, Indiana * 
McDonald, RNS eee eerie Neel ee eee os a one Portland, Oregon 
MCutatasy eee ie ncn ee aia, OM ede. <5 de Jamestown, New York 
Piieteans alin seres MoO. WiDiro.. ccs. ccs cc cacgeteene York, Nebraska 
ula eset * 1 ess] ED 08) 00) See a ee aa Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
0 Sy Si lal ae ae ae” den Beach City, Ohio 
NIST [A Freetown, Sierra Leone, West Africa 
SUID RIBAS Lage TE SO Sea era i ae Brashear, Missouri 
OSIGIIS apres ANG" LBS Nie AIS Sk Se fe ee oe Mae eee Buffalo, New York 
CMG LG ANN oe dip 0a I ee ee ne eee tS eer eens Salina, Kansas 
IICOLES AW. wA fc .cre dues sc Sod Oe aL eee Spokane, Washington 
UP Wiel. J) RIB) Se aR a i ener ae en ae Urbana, Illinois 
LIN WRSTE TH ice VIA SS Ol Pale a a ee re Bloomington, Illinois 
at ats ah te MOVEID oie aves cv a ane so Vie ss 6 ee er Slen tus, nosed ne Mansfield, Ohio 
OGL Sco WYRE BSD) ope RSS A ee ae Pi A way Knoxville, Tennessee 
Perkins, W. ar 5 Sn Si OS eS eI On AP A Casey, Illinois 
Pettibon, VC ee cree AE cece cet capsid oe Trenton, Missouri 
Phillippi, J: Me 1 SU Bo sa ta 2 Rial ec ato Hs «a Rae ae Dayton, Ohio 
| PO RELIIES (oe). Ui ener Steam IRIE cee RBI oy eT AER Toledo, Ohio 
PRMD LONI Mr ayarsekn eae. gjoiy praca eos eas Be eee 3 Belington, West Virginia 
aE e NO el ee eine thee aise Sioatersnd saa Se-k cies « Huntington, West Virginia 
BRS rea ee nee ee sho oF ie orm ols, 9 ash Fie dass Conemaugh, Pennsylvania 
EID eS. UTA 8 BY Re ee Pe ea a Mooresville, Indiana 
| porn Seat DE es Gh Rae re ar oe ee Indianapolis, Indiana 
DOC EREIS'ES ANS 8 oT en a le cece ea or Churchville, Virginia 
Ae Ti SINIGES et GER BB Sete ee en ae ee ea Washington, Towa 
Prue een ee IAN hatatoy piece atid sels Sup uss wis nije eee) 0-69\9 Marion, Indiana 
“nso Sie Re eA he rr a are ae Howard City, Michigan 
este SH aOISGs, (CRANES SI ere Brook, Indiana 
“ididicnlily As (Che TDD aaa re Pla arte ar re RIE ph Dayton, Ohio 
SME Ae aT Voom VS clielogctiovciiahe oars qusredeie: sso, 215-219 3 Clarksburg, West Virginia 
“scam, (hs AC 5 fy aha Amistad, New Mexico 
“spleliee Sib ISS eR lo ete eee ne ace ee oO ort York, Nebraska 
Snyder, RVs, MIDEUD restsy vectenty sicicae ss ciccerslalcistiatns: Suouacont New Albany, Indiana 
Spangler, W. See ee ae a ET rea .. Jeannette, Pennsylvania 
et Bl kD, ii. cee eo eee rine ae oye we Springfield, Illinois 
Springston, Noe" | Se (he on Rae aes ego a Akron, Colorado 
“nll, as NSE DID eee Bae Beenie cs Aoa eeeicent McKeesport, Pennsylvania 
Stanley, oi) oa RS a aia ae eet North Manchester, Indiana 
“SARE om ING eee MDDS PS Brae ceciereenorsiees je sicrorlos3 Hagerstown, Maryland 
BN ORS. Ee em pide cre Set wee ce btn ets Bae menenie gp Boaz, Wisconsin 
RGEC iTalent on Ve ieee te, 2% oocysts us wick bur oven a meu yaiogasels Lawrence, Kansas 
rr eany eto as on Aer pete ale sc te 2 nets = +h Richland Center, Wisconsin 
es CIP Soi lessee is, ME each c dhe Svnete Tie wie a evel Oakland City, Indiana 
Turner, CRAs 6 OU aS Co eee Reynolds Station, Kentucky 
Ward, POLIS ks here ER A EER ING Goel Canton, China 


Ben ners: Gye. none eouche rea SEER eee New Haven, West Virginia 


32 


TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Weashin mer aN clei iel SIO Semmes aereg tens Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
Wi BORG so Hie eles siz calenpas ear d Seeneemenn ire maroon, <tat aicaeue mes Grafton, West Virginia 
Waite ES Ris ee ocho hectare eee Newark, Ohio 
NN IP OHRID SD «0.3, 2 are ot teat iets oe Ve ame Buffalo, New York 
Wid dOOS VEL RV Su 2re.%, fore tera toa lete sie eta tos San Fernando, Philippine Islands 
eee eee) IWEWEAD AD. ond epee so 3 eee Cleveland, Ohio 
Wilsonteye WISES e855 «cane d seas a els Semen Monessen, Pennsylvania 
Woodruff, Tee Quid dst rope hkapere bashes hoot bie lee Stockton, California 
Wright, OE ADDR TEES ie 2 ca, ce On ae Chicago, Illinois 
Wright, ASL rere te ihc cae Knoxville, Tennessee 
Via ory Sey STADE EE Fre avs apna eee tiveab salience eens ae rear Waterloo, lowa 
MAS Waals HO iii hte ok fe ikice tats a tere ot Neds tea Ge RU Gum meg ee te Kyoto, Japan 
LAYMEN 
Pauba ohh amin WES 2) Deas Mee een er orien AR cre tito pice 8 Oks BeOS Bis Coshocton, Ohio 
PaSa alley Loe aA Oy ade eo lento ial g hao Saw otes cue Kansas City, Kansas 
ANGERSON wc ALE Xe. ihc 4 acces ee ee eae ee eae Polo, Illinois 
UXEMUSTE ON GAT Re meer che Wage ReMi Meee ah -yen oe eee te Knoxville, Tennessee 
Bal Giyor TN Sai Gr ares coat ne taaets ns hen eee Indianapolis, Indiana 
Bash ero twelve blero tecr aac ey ee meee Altoona, Pennsylvania 
Bennett: "hone Restle rs cae trees a ee eRe eta eee Iola, Kansas 
BlainsGeore eu Carrey enteral te lnee hein neteseeee Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania 
Olio @) bis Atecee ean einen ee hea Sab aes Reynolds Station, Kentucky 
BOCs LD Witch iistecnecce ec: eines eho eae ee Waterloo, Iowa 
Brewer) Ud@OsVV Altea hic sas a. ee eae ame ee ine Toledo, Illinois 
Bri bak Oreo Eh aikieeens as ose Pere ee es PN a ep hn = ar | ae irae Paris, Illinois 
Brant War rie WAN ier en hen eat oe geoeae tet ay ac hteg eee Aurora, Nebraska 
Caldwell S 7a (Cie Wis ccteeaeet tates cee Ri eae Swanton, Nebraska 
Campbell, TaN KS Ogee ae RAs nf SAEED A eee A Mair etna ti Viola, Minnesota 
Wanker we Chelemtake tee eee oe ee Chattanooga, Tennessee 
CAStle SE Ola eaten airs Steger ct ho) nee eee Philomath, Oregon 
Cavanaugh, 1a Gea peak ahspex cucueiry cee Re ogee ACA RN oe ns Tampa, Florida 
Ghappellerupemtlalieueec peter ae ace eee eee Terre Haute, Indiana 
GHEISS tel Macks Menem eeetarcottc eo eran tro eee Manington, West Virginia 
Coch manice Wer AR re ay Gk te cn eee Rae ek Re ea Ligonier, Indiana 
CoenClarencee Eee ath he cece ee eae ee ee Palms, California 
Cogan Ty ary suVIk ere weirs), ercete nee ato ae ae toe tae en ee Canton, Ohio 
CoG As eee ere NS he ne serene retain uae Des Moines, Iowa 
Cridland,’H -Cuclonei cages se cre caste eee esis ate eee Dayton, Ohio 
Counsellér, © Dy Fi cos i Stns oe cee ean Gee Elida, Ohio 
1D; (el ad Peal Rene caine arma Wh a ea Bucyrus, Ohio 
Douglas, Briley? cost ee ce eo eee Carlyle, Montana 
ese Iie Rin cscs 5 sae eA Pe Palmyra, Pennsylvania 
EOC IDL Osos pay = cts og aed ene ee Harrisonburg, Virginia 
hulle er) et Gsores cies s sw ale occa eee Akron, Ohio 
GallahiereVits. NOra.s..<.1caes See Nee Walla Walla, Washington > 
CAC Gr, Se ase cae. ais v's 2 oa es a ee Strasburg, Ohio 
GID We rede Pooh sp chah nae cate tae ee Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Geyer Oi Sires ene ctype hc Re eR ee New Albany, Indiana 
Gullintoiva tite Wan Bercedrtn. srs nine anes See Richland Center, Wisconsin 
Goodt Pres le meaner cs ws te a ee Indianapolis, Indiana 
SOCd.=W oc Deanne edits hy acer ee a een Harrisonburg, Virginia 
ESTATE OE bi Sines on ener EME ES. Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Graves, Net Banna abet lab ar co ge eM 2, Martinsburg, West Virgina 
Hall, Charles Vie aeset coh okece ra eee eae ee ae Dayton, Ohio 
Hancock: Ko Ro. isin. sie eee meee eee Phillipsburg, Pennsylvania 


Flampeli le “Gi. is. corn os ee ee Logan, Ohio | 
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iBIGENGIS Reveriiog Dy Dine aaenees yh cA olcnne aee ae Trafford, Pennsylvania 
omsene ener, Gi Caceicls eI aeAe 6G couse hance eg ee Bowling Green, Ohio 
SIOU Creal Dal oi eae AS er York, Pennsylvania 
j| GIIGIES. 2 BRON RR Se SERIE ns GE On ot Seen eee eee Aurora, Nebraska 
aE snag oo a vias where state So ae Amistad, New Mexico 
RBS Gs We Sa a oes ev Scottdale, Pennsylvania 
eeppel, Prot, Mark. -:...6..... i Ree oR eae Los Angeles, California 
I ef ote a aie «Pans ORR ied oe oa aie aes Vici, Oklahoma 
Rha e, ne hase » Sue ell 6 lance ong wees Hagerstown, Maryland 
Beer eric Idee Sintec ct ee cet dee Kansas City, Missouri 
EIR S aE LOM No: 9; . < ayoot tebe OS cara silos ones Annville, Pennsylvania 
“Lghii ac! EXEha ef Ret Sg reek eg mere a a Anderson, Indiana 
cbiids Br RASS So eae APS DRE a et de a or ae Galion, Ohio 
2 TO EIG Tae aE BS OE oe a lee a Clarksburg, West Virginia 
LER SS. SEC ON) DG, a ae a at eee ee Pa York, Pennsylvania 
LfBIUL SUG, oe oe IRAE GR a a Zanesville, Ohio 
BB a Mae oer ie Pin eas a asieheteytie: ahs vis pre neg eicne ai Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Cenk. si TRS 72 Diab i ye ge ie ree ie ese ae LaCrosse, Kansas 
MERMORCIBIG MUN cent aca, fons Gu Suis leee OL te aise beat bs aes Berthoud, Colorado 
Breeder ey Ome NV ES ING, oc seve occas ube 2515 oe alee, Ae Baltimore, Maryland 
MARCA ENC os UN eG. Sicwe Es Ronlevs eect w lel Faaihgie! ose acs een Nashville, Tennessee 
Piranee Girt davon c VLIS Aa WW or Nelin x + ite Si vost ake Melee Sal dasierd 3 e/a Be Elk City, Oklahoma 
cer esate i" Cu ACN MAS Tat Neale eve ale ber alors atel alicle aarteusial stole Dayton, Ohio 
Pisin una Tee NNR ey diy Ahseateristiavatetelsviec es aia avialsr iO a:loleiel wae mb este York, Pennsylvania 
MIR aga oer aya Rte eteate iin State aldtecal ata la sholata Martinsburg, West Virginia 
ttle te ie eel ee etme toi. res / sbi arse Sip rele atecae ale ihasaininin at» Byecat Russell, Kansas 
Ratner Nee ithe om Gye sacs oo Ios aig rare ele sqaiele miele. 2 hie cavs Holton, Kansas 
MS ROME Ree eee Et aye = iastede oka Ce deesie Seine ate Slalsieale a3 Barberton, Ohio 
SLATES Oe anes Re er Weldon, Illinois 
Brey Sea ese a las )5) 5 lstcy sin aus sialale. Goatees! ei S60 Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
i Gupeeliiin@e= TBS ISR tec NERC crs Nero ede ee MER UP Ea Circleville, Ohio 
ery ree meMe Letras focee tal etcteye ore: telsie eas acrorete v.97. 208 bate) aralaig 2 ate Jackson, Ohio 
Owen, 3 JE oe 6 Serene ED AE Ot Peis Re RE CIC Oe ie eee Toledo, Iowa 
Reese tee Cree tales Serctay ttc vahcle Serax oyela is (0b! Jecnle! shales 3). ‘eve Mt. Tabor, Wisconsin 
PTET WOES ol EO (200) 2 a Ac a Buckhannon, West Virginia 
BO engi su. Shieet eats is yulple Sic e Stivers ia Avele edie, ovovate aus wsite Findlay, Ohio 
| Ralayiairaglal (Caen ee, Sails oulern pica mercuric icra iClear Huntington, Indiana 
Bre Sepa de mercy Lotion sieleiet als Gikleteic oie va'e sraltyale cies bs Bloomington, Jilinois 
REGS TS Si re ths ca ch aC eo rea Grafton, West Virginia 
Rede t pO SEMI isle ols On erelet ni eenerger swiss ole a's oa ele a Peru, Indiana 
Richhart, RUN Oe ae aE dS el CSE Tn, «EAE od Velie Jennings, Louisiana 
Rider, Be A EN eis hieadnd £4 Westfield, Illinois 
iN @IBEIRGS UME CBee crea rns iene ote ee Smt te Columbus, Ohio 
120005 lileal ig wae oo e Opeiala CUr ons oie Cerna iio Highspire, Pennsylvania 
NOOSE CSAS clste ac @ieieberieieledn wien cielele asia East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Rese Loyd Cries ngs oeeld Ua ae eeisie ciel eerie wel te wi ote sleinies ney, Illinois 
‘Dui Gingielh:- Is B See 0 po ear or enD OO cease clue Coico a Rema Dayton, Virginia 
ee NN eae ice dial Seas ap aeiaiy Wee a> aria edhe dala + Hartsville, Indiana 
Settle, Poe BP Hk 0502 fy tite oe as Sale SE Le Freetown, Indiana 
eet ph LoS 5 Shi ata docs cls alnte s Soacw ole malalelineltele aliereie s 8 Corydon, Indiana 
Shaw, Mrs, BoC... cece eee cee cn ne bad ele miee s Dunlo, Pennsylvania 
Shaw, WEEEIGR ISI; oe ener ering am Unie Dao ar Hoisington, Kansas 
Shore, Te ees 0 66 ban c CO BICipeomee bie rpats daa Parkersburg, West ‘Virginia 
Shrock, HE lea eae ee ee apatite ae, cle aie erar-«, avellty eders Bennett Switch, Indiana 
EPS Se 7 oc Cc SEE Dayton, Ohio 
Smith, VN oe ics at Fe ON Meena sco ciccetole wa Ahertlereterelslevere Maitland, Missouri 


Spafford, NG Mae totter neta feces 2)'e 8 elehede coke Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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Stengle, G. A..... 
Strickler Hs es 
Thompson, S. A. 
Waggoner, G. H.. 
Wagner, C. M... 
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Tees eee eels, 3 eka cea Oberlin, Pennsylvania 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Frankfort, Indiana 
Sala ie Sida Gia ee oe, oon aie i ne ee a Fremont, Ohio 
Baltimore, Ohio 


Wraltersis Wirsot GeO: -sioes Gun rake tine Poon) ae eee Frewsburg, New York 


S iieaweeelraie, Ubi asen twee 
Washinger, G. M. 
Weekley, M. L... 
Weimer, Dr. L. C 
Wellman, Stella.. 
Wheeler, C. J.... 
Whitcraft, H. M. 
White, Mrs. R. J. 
Wilkins, Frank... 
Williams, Mrs. O. 
Walson CGB... 


Beers hea tin ah ok ye ene aie Philippi, West Virginia 
ORR ace REN Ree SRS ns Lemoyne, Pennsylvania 
BU rg eon we WE eS Cm Pennsboro, West Virginia 
a5 Fe Syhselec obec eNO ee CRE Dayton, Ohio 
Oe oak cidorhc Gn eee Terre Haute, Indiana 
dc; Slee eatees SS ne et ne gs eee ea eee Noblesville, Indiana 
eo aa, ola vbeae Staves OST e Eee eee Logan, Ohio 
ETH OMS tne GS on, SRS RAB tessa Buffalo, New York 
Pp aa Er that GRE ONE fe Moir Chariton, Iowa 
PE Seis ne os eo EE Warren, Pennsylvania 
PAR re tre ee pena eete 4 SRE ra South Bend, Indiana 


Wingerd, Prof. J. Beam..... ened tc Be Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 
Woltordamvirs Clanal 225 0,cc. Sameer mee ee ean Compton, Illinois 
BSI lere VES, VV Octane iy meres ee ene Sate ane ee Portland, Oregon 


THE PRESIDENT. 


I suppose that all the chairmen of delegations under- 


stand the method to proceed. Any changes will be reported to the Committee 
on Credentials, and that committee will report to the General Conference and 


that report will be o 
recording secretary? 


fficial. Now, what is your pleasure with reference to 
You must have first of all a recording secretary. 


Mr. Charles J. Hall was elected stenographic and recording secretary. 


Dr Ay Lyter, 


W. M. VanSickle, A. S. Hammack, and M. F. Dawson 


were nominated for reading secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. 
the highest vote shall 


You will vote for one secretary, and the one receiving 
be considered the reading secretary, and the one receiv- 


ing the next highest shall be the assistant. 


Voices. Agreed! 

THE PRESIDENT. 
votes for secretaries: 
and V. H. Miller. 

THE PRESIDENT. 


Agreed! 
I will announce the names of the tellers to count the 
C. L. Raymond, Rev. J. W. Wilson, Rev. J. H. Dutton, 


What is the pleasure of the General Conference with 


reference to the rules of order? Rules of order were adopted the last quad- 
rennium, and they are printed and we have them here. They will help you 
to save your time. You will please distribute the rules of order. 

Dr. L. C. Weimer. I move you that the presiding officer appoint a 


special committee to 
Seconded. 
THE PRESIDENT. 
Voices. Agreed! 


go over the rules of order. 


Are you all agreed? 
Agreed! 


THE PresIpENT. In a few minutes we will announce the committee. Have 


all voted? The teller 
THE PRESIDENT. 


S will now retire and count the ballots. 
The last General Conference ordered that the different 


conference delegations shall place themselves upon certain committees. 


The Bishops received 


information that it was hardly practicable, and yet they 


would not abrogate any rule that the General Conference had enacted; so the 


chairman, after recei 
the Board of Bishops 


ving many letters with reference to the matter, called 
together at Dayton, Ohio, to consider the matter. After 


careful consideration, prayerful consideration, it seemed to them there were 


some difficulties in t 
then to require the ¢ 


he way of one person serving on six committees. And 
eneral officers to put in the hands of those committees 


their reports thirty days before the time for them to have their reports ready, 
when we began the session of the General Conference, that seemed to be a 
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difficulty in the way. And it was not the purpose to abrogate any action 
of the General Conference, but to anticipate that difficulty, that we have pre- 
pared to appoint committees in the usual way. And so we simply put this 
before the General Conference. It is only tentative. It is only suggestive. 
If you wish to continue the old way, then the delegations can come together 
and place themselves. But if you wish to have the committees as appointed 
by the Bishops of the Church, you can do that. It is no violation of your 
action at all. You can do as you please, but we put it before you. 

Pror. A. A. Maysinies. I wish to make a point of order at this time. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

PROFESSOR MAysILLes. You will observe that, on page 842, this rule was 
made by, way of resolution, and I think it will be conceded that every body 
has a right to adopt its own rules. And I make the point of order that the 
Committee on Rules of the last quadrennium had no authority to report 
Rule 43; that the Committee on Rules had no authority to report a rule that 
would bind any other body than the one for which it was appointed, and I 
think that the presiding officer should rule this out of order, and if there 
should be a contrary opinion, then I appeal from it. It must be settled reg- 
ularly and in a parliamentary way. 

THE PRESIDENT. The point of order is understood, and the Bishops have 
counseled together and have decided that the point of order is well taken; 
that they had no authority at the last General Conference to make rules for 
this, and so they decide in harmony with the point of order. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. If it couldn’t make this rule, it couldn’t make any 
other rule. The Congress of the United States cannot proceed to do any 
business at all, if that is true, as I view it, until it has met and organized and, 
as a deliberative body, adopted rules for itself. . It seems to me that the ques- 
tion is so untenable to determine it upon the floor of the house, and for that 
reason alone I will take an appeal from the decision of the chair. 

The appeal is seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion on appeal is before you. Are you ready to 
vote? 

Hon. R. H. BENNETT. I am not caring anything about the substance of 
the rule. I haven’t any objection to the repeal of it.. It is the principle that 
I want to test here. 

BrisHop Kepuart. Will you allow me a word? 

‘Tuer PRESIDENT. Just an explanation. 

Bisuop Kepuart. Mr. Chairman and members of the General Conference, 
the rules adopted by the last General Conference were adopted for that Con- 
ference. When that Conference adjourned, its session was over and its rules 
died, under Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Now, are you ready to vote? 

Bisuore WEEKLEY. The question is, Will you sustain the chair? 

Tue Present. That is the question. Every one voting, stand, whether 
you sustain the position of the chair as it voiced the decision of the Bishops. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. The question is, Shall the decision of the chair 
stand as a ruling of this assembly? 

Proressor MaysiILues. Let us not be in a false light. A rule adopted by 
the General Conference cannot be binding on the next General Conference, 
but this rule is a part of the report of the Committee on Rules, and cannot 
be adopted by this Conference or any other legislative body to bind the next 

idy that sits in its place. 
“ages PreswENT. Those in favor of sustaining the chair will stand, and 
be counted. [Nearly every delegate stands. | Those opposed will rise and be 
counted. [Two rise.] pice i 
Tur PRESIDENT. The decision of the chair is sustained. 
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Dr. L. W. Stant, of Allegheny Conference. I move that all committees 
not otherwise provided for shall be appointed by the Bishops. 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have not adopted any rules here yet. You had 
better wait and see what your rules will be. 

Hon. A. S. Kremer. I rise to inquire where we are. If-I have the 
parliamentary situation clearly in mind, a motion was made to adopt certain 
rules by this Conference for its own use at this session. This objection was 
made because of somebody framing these rules, and some one seemed to think 
that this Conference could not adopt the rules because some other Conference 
framed them. And then the chair, in the magnanimity of his heart, agreed 
to strike from these rules certain words in which the decision of the chair 
was sustained. Now, I would like to know where we are. Have we 
adopted these rules? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Hon. A. S. Kreiper. Why can’t this body adopt them? 

THe PRESIDENT. There is no action in regard to them. 

Hon. A. S. Kremer. Then had we not better decide that? 

THE PresmENT. The chair doesn’t hear any second to the proposition. 
There is nothing before us. 

Hon. A. S. Kreiprr. Then I ask, would it be in order to move the adoption 
of the rules as contained in this pamphlet that has been distributed? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would be proper. Is there a second? 

The motion is seconded. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I rise to a point of order. 
This has been referred to a committee, which will be announced later by the 
Board of Bishops. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair will decide that any motion like that, that 
will prevail, would be an instruction to the committee. 

Pror, A. A. MaysiuitEs. I want to make an amendment that Rule 43 be 
stricken from these rules as prepared for us. 

Motion seconded. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. A point of order, Brother Chairman. This is 
attempting to modify the report of a committee before any report is made, 
and this is to be stricken from the report of the committee, it says, and no 
report is made yet. 

THE Present. Let me say that the General Conference, a church body, 
may do as it pleases with reference to giving instructions to a committee. 

Pror, MARK KeppeL, of California Conference. It seems to me that, if 
these were adopted as temporary rules, we might proceed to do business, and 
the committee can clear up any matter. And I move as an amendment that 
they be adopted as the temporary rules. 

THE PRESIDENT. You seem to be a very wise man. Is there a second? 

Said motion is seconded. 

Mr. BE. L. Suury. Just a moment, please. I can give you a better way 
to solve it. I understand these rules have been referred to a committee to 
report to us as soon as possible. I move that the rules adopted by the last 
General Conference be the temporary rules of this Conference until this com- 
mittee reports. That excludes the very thing to which there is objection. 

THE PRESIDENT. Then you practically second Professor Keppel’s motion? 

Mr. Suury. No, sir, I do not. 

Mr. Shuey’s motion is seconded. : 

THE PRESIDENT. It is before you. The motion is that the rules adopted 
at the session of the last General Conference be considered the temporary 
rules of this Conference until you hear the report of the Committee on Rules. 

The motion was adopted. : 

THE PRESIDENT. You are now under the temporary rules, and the com- 
mittee which I will announce will have charge and will report it back. This 
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is the Committee on Rules: L. W. Stahl, Mark Keppel, E. L. Shuey, J. H. 
Little, P. W. Drury, and Fred Geib. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have elected your reading or minute secretary, D1. 
deeA luyter: of Hast Pennsylvania Conference; and as assistant, Dr. A. S. 
Hammack, of Virginia Conference. [ Applause. ] 

THE PRESIDENT. These brethren will come forward at once and proceed 
to do their duty. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the Conference hear the reading of the committees 
as the Bishops have arranged them? Would you have them distributed now? 

Voices. Agreed! Agreed! 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, proceed with the distribution. 

[Printed copies of committees were distributed among the delegates.] 

Dr. W. R. Funx. Mr. Chairman, I have in my hand the program which 
was prepared under order of the Board of Bishops and the Publishing House 
board. This program has been prepared in keeping with the action of the 
last General Conference, which action was that there should be a half-day 
business session each morning, and that the afternoon should be given to 
platform work. Your committee appointed by the Board of Bishops and the 
Publishing House Board in joint session was composed of Bishop Mathews, 
Professor A. W. Drury, and myself. We have asked the departments to pre- 
pare the program for the afternoon meetings. This committee making this 
report to you to-day has not changed a single thing in reference to their 
program. We have placed it on the program as they gave it to us. There 
are two vacancies on the program; one is on Tuesday night next, and then 
one on Saturday evening, next Saturday evening a week, where you see the 
name of Governor James M. Cox, of Ohio, as giving an address. He notified 
me, just before leaving for Wichita, that he could not come. So there are 
those two vacancies. The pastor of the church asked for Tuesday evening 
for the local congregation to give to this General Conference some sort of 
entertainment and reception, and I wrote him that I had no doubt but that 
the General Conference would accede to his wish. So that now, Mr. Chair- 
man, with that understanding, I wish to present these as the secretary of the 
committee. The chairman states that you want the names of the committees 
read. I supposed in distributing them you would do away with the reading. 
That was my understanding. 

THE PRESIDENT. I will read the general committees as appointed by the 
Bishops. We have here an alphabetical list; so if there is any discrimination 
in favor of this, that, or the other, or if any delegate’s name should be left 
off, then you can have an opportunity of placing those upon any committee 
you choose. That will be an additional honor, if by any chance any clerical 
mistake is made. 

[List of committees was then read. |] 


Ministry—J. H. Patterson, Chairman; P. M. Camp, H. B. Dorks, S. C. 
Enck, N. P. France, H. R. Hess, V. W. Overton, S. M. Snider, J. H. Walls, J. J. 
Funk. 

Judiciary.—J. T. Foster, Chairman; M. 8S. Bovey, Walter Brewer, ee 
Jeffers, C. F. Luckhart, W. N. McFaul, W. M. Slaughter, S. L. Todd, 
Roose, H. M. Whitcraft. 

State of the Church.—L. S. Woodruff, Chairman; J. L. Arbogast, L. O. 
Blake, W. F. Cronk, D. L. Doub, John Ford, Mrs. J. J. Gallaher, L. W. Lutz, 
Mrs. B. C. Shaw, Eugene Schaefer. 

Temporal Economy.—J. E. Grimes, Chairman; Alex. Aaienon: Ss. C. 
Caldwell, J. H. Dutton, R. O. Gilley, B. F. Keister, A. A. Long, C. W. Raymond, 
—H. J. Roop, E. F. Millard. 

Boundaries.—M. O. McLaughlin, Chairman; W. L. Childress, C. E. Coe, 
H. L. Carl, C. B. Fletcher, W. E. Gillingham, J. L. Graves, D. P. McCoy, Je Bs 
Norviel, A. H. Reese, C. M. Wagner, E. V. Cavanaugh, Mrs. R. J. White. 
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; Superintendency.—C. W. Kurtz, Chairman; Geo. Geiger, W. F. Gruver, 
D. D. Lowery, C. A. McGhee, W. B. Nelson, Maurice Nicholas, W. A. Nicoles, 
R. A. Powell, D. Robinson, J. H. Yaggy, H. C. Miller. 

Education—W. H. Washinger, Chairman; H. H. Baish, B. H. Castle, 
A. R. Clippinger, J. R. Engle, I. J. Good, W. O. Jones, J. W. King, W. B. Rob- 
erts, John Shambaugh, E. L. Shuey, R. J. White, E. B. Ward. 

Bonebrake Seminary.—Geo. E. McDonald, Chairman; W. G. Bailey, R. R. 
Butterwick, W. G. Clippinger, G. A. Garver, G. D. Gossard, C. L. Graybill, 
J. A. Groves, C.. E. Heisel, A. A. Maysilles, W. L. Perkins, A. B. Statton, 
M. R. White. 

Publishing Interests.—G. A. Lambert, Chairman; D. W. Bovee, J. C. 
Bremer, W. A. Cochran, J. M. Cogan, W. I. Good, A. S. Kreider, W. Edward 
McCormick, Ernest Philipps, £. D. Powell, M. B. Spayd, L. W. Stahl. 

Home Missions.—J. S. Kirkpatrick, Chairman; E. W. Curtis, Briley Deug- 
lass, L. Harter, R. Hauser, S. W. Paul, 3!) M.Phillippi, eee. Radabaugh, 
Charles Settle, A. C. Siddall, A. J. Springston, W. W. Williamson, W. H. 
Wright, H. W. Widdoes, J. W. Wilson. 

Foreign Missions.—W. B. Snyder, Chairman; H. M. Ambrose, G. D. Bat- 
dorf, P. W. Drury, W. O. Fries, H. B. Lease, M. B. Mohn, A. A. Moore, J. I. L. 
Ressler, Mrs. L. R. Sharp, W. E. Stanley, C. Yasuda, Mrs. W. O. Zeigler. 

Church Erection—J. 8. Fulton, Chairman; I. H. Albright, R. H. Bennett, 
WwW. L. Duncan; D. O. Fout, J. °S. Kendall, A. J. Coon, O. J. Morrison, S. E. 
Taylor, J. Beam Wingerd. 

Temperance——H. B. Miller, Chairman: G. C. Blair, Mrs. Carrie A. M. 
Burt, M. H. Frye, H. G. Hansel, EB. B. Houseman, G. H. Pepper, M. L. Weekley. 

Evangelism.—J. EB. Shannon, Chairman; J. A. Blickenstaff, Alex. Camp- 
bell, M. F. Dawson, Robert Earls, Bertha Fogleberg, J. W. Lake, J. F. Mussel- 
man, A. H. Reese, Jos. Richer, Alfred Sumner, E. H. Waters. 

Sunday Schools.—J. A. Little, Chairman; Ethel Carter, H. C. Cridland, 
F. 8. Heinaman, Elmer Henderson, J. H. Kiracofe, E. A. Lilly, Cloyd C. Rose, 
W. H. Smith, C. BE. Wilson. 

Christian Endeavor-—J. G. Huber, Chairman; O. T. Deever, J.) J.°Diek, 
S. C. Enck, J. BE. Fout, W. G. Fulton, J... Harris, Cok. Sickafoose, A. LaVerne 
£pafford, Mrs. O. E. Williams. 

Deaconess Work.—N. J. MacIntyre, Chairman; Beulah Chappelle, J. W. 
Funk, A. S. Light, Mrs. McGrady, J. J. Shore, Clara Wolford. 

Christian Stewardship—Mark Keppel, Chairman; D. H. Counseller, EB. R. 
Hancock, Abbie King, L. D. Neher, E. S. Neuding, B. A. Richhart, L. A. Rider, 
J. H. Ruebush, S. A. Thompson. 

Administration, or Government of Church.—®. L. Shuey, Chairman; 
I. J. Good, Mark Keppel, J. Walter Lutz, 8. M. Snider, H. W. Widdoes. 

Social Service—J. C. H. Light, Chairman; H. F. Brubaker, G. K. Hart- 
man, G. C. Housekeeper, J. P. Koontz, M. S. Meredith, L. L. Thayer. 

Church Federation and Church Union.—A. BE. Wright, Chairman; J. N. 
Funk, Fred P. Geib, I. F. Lawman, W. H. Spangler, F. M. Testerman, Stella 
Wellman. 

Homes and Orphanages-—R. A. Hitt, Chairman; W. BR. Airhart, A. R. 
Ayers, J. A. Bray, Charles J. Hall, V. H. Miller, M. H. Myers, Miss Ida Shrock, 
L. C. Weimer, E. P. Strickler. 

Credentials.—A. S., Hammack, Chairman; R. A. Armstrong, A. H. Laugh- 
baum, A. J. Mitchell, W. W. Moody, J. H. Owen, J. T. Roberts, A. J. Sechrist. 

Nominations.—M. R. Ballinger, Chairman; W. V. Barnhart, J. H. Brunk, 
J. W. Kilbourne, F. N. Munch, W. M. Pettibon, S. E. Shull, G. M. Washinger. 

Hzpenses of Delegates—J. B. Connett, Chairman; O. A. Boling, J. P. 
Turner, J. B. Ware, C. J. Wheeler. 

Memoirs.—C. A, Hendershott, Chairman; A. A. Chapman, OQ. A. Smith, 
Mrs. B, W. Shaw, J. C. Warner, 
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Dr. J. S. Futron, of Allegheny Conference. In different instances two of 
my men appear on the same committee. I move that the name of L. W. Stahl 
go from the Committee on Temporal Economy to Publishing Interests; the 
name of J. J. Funk from Foreign Missions to that of Ministry; Dr. A. E. 
Roose from Christian Endeavor to Judiciary. 

Said motion is seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair has only this to say, as a kind of voluntary 
statement, that I am afraid the contagion of your example might go on 
through. 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. Did we not authorize the 
Bishops to appoint the committees? [Voices, Question! Question! } 

Dr. J. S. Furron. I think that my conference with its delegation has a 
right to have a little representation, and where two names are on one com- 
mittee, one name should be taken and assigned to some other committee; and 
that will allow three of the men to serve on committees on which we have 
no representation. I suggest that the matter be left to the Board of Bishops. 

Voices. Agreed! Agreed! 

Doctor FunK. There are quite a number of typographical errors in this 
program. We had it printed here under instructions, but this is our first 
experience, and you must bear with our printers, because they don’t know 
our people; and that is one reason we have always been anxious to print this 
list at our House, where we know the names, and so you will have to correct 
this. Professor Ruebush’s name is spelled wrong, and quite a number of 
little items, I see, and you will have to correct them. 

Rev. J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. On the Committee on Homes 
and Orphanages, I notice the names of W. H. Meyers, and I notice that M. H. 
Myers has no representation. I suppose that that is intended for M. H. Myers, 
and I think it ought to be so understood. 

THE PresmwwentT. Evidently. 

Rev. J. W. Winson. He may not feel like serving. 

Tur PrResIpENT. Will Brother Myers stand? 

[Mr. M. H. Myers stands. ] 

Tire PRESIDENT. You will be on the Committee on Homes and Orphanages. 

Bisuor Kepuarr. In the case of Brother Hauser, on the Committee on 


-Home Missions, it was reported that he was the delegate from New Mexico, 


| 


and I find on the list that it is O. E. Johnson. I think it is Brother Hauser 
who is here, and it ought to be decided who is the delegate. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Do you wish to refer that to the Committee on Creden- 
tials as to which is the correct print? I don’t know which is correct. They 
will at once refer to the vote and it can be decided. 

L. O. Mitier, General Church Treasurer. Will you allow me to make a 
suggestion? You elect secretaries without fixing the compensation, and I 
suggest that you do it at this time, without doing it as you did four years 
ago. It has been the custom to pay your secretaries upon the basis of eight 
years ago, and I suggest that you make a provision here specifying for that 
purpose. E 

Docror Frirs. Let their salary be fixed at $75 each. I so move. 

Seconded. i 

Tie PRESIDENT. You have heard the motion that the salaries of your 
secretaries be fixed at $75 each. This does not apply to Brother Hall. I sug- 
gest, brethren, if you will, that you refer this to the Committee on Temporal 
Economy. Are you all agreed to that? 


Voices, Agreed! Agreed! 
Doctor Funk. It might be well to ask who pays Brother Hall’s salary. 


The reason I ask that question is that he is the official stenographer for 
getting out the proceedings of the Conference, and that has been paid by the 
Publishing House all these years, and nothing has been said about it. I have 
followed the rule, and yet there has never been any action of the General 
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Conference since I have been the Agent of the House. It has just simply been 
done, and, as Mr. Miller said, paid it this last quadrennium without any 
action. Now, if you want to get down to solid business, maybe you had better 
look into this, because I am perfectly willing that every door be opened here. 

THE PRESIDENT, Are you willing that this be referred to the Committee 
on Temporal Economy? 

Voices. Agreed! Agreed! 3 

Tur PRESIDENT. Those who are interested in the correction of names 
in list of committees will report to the Board of Bishops and to the secretary 
and get the corrections made. There is no other way to do it but that, 
brethren. Now, if it please you for the chairman to announce the places of 
meeting, you can get started. Brethren, if you please. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. The Committee of Superinten- 
dency will meet to-morrow morning at 8: 00 o’clock in the room to the right. 

Dr. W. R. FunxK. I rise at this moment, because you are going to get all 
mixed up, sure as fate, if you are going to choose your own places. There 
are twenty-five different committees to be located; some of you will have to 
go one place and some another. The pastor of the church has informed me 
that the German Methodist Church, just a square from this building, has 
been opened to us for committee work, and we will have to ask you if you 
will not let the pastor of the church and the local people study the physical . 
condition, because I did not know, nor did he, what this General Conference 
was going to do with reference to committees. Hence, we have made no loca- 
tion. Now, if you can wait until to-morrow afternoon—for you certainly 
will not do any work in the morhing—we will have cards put up announcing 
the places for your meetings in accordance with the size of the committees, 
and to suit each committee. Are you willing that that be done? 

Voices. Agreed! Agreed! 

THE Presipent. Then do you wish to make your announcements now?: 

Voices. No! No! 

THE PrResmpENT. Then we will defer that matter. 

Doctor FunK. May I now proceed? We are trying to make motions here, 
and I feel embarrassed because I have to say these things. Now, we have a 
Discipline for every delegate—at least, we had one for each delegate— and I 
have in my hand the Proceedings of the last General Conference. There is 
here, I hope, one for each delegate. I am not sure that they will go around. 
Will four men come forward and distribute these? 

[The Disciplines and Proceedings of the last General Conference were 
then distributed to the delegates. | 

Dr. A. S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. I want to announce that 
all matters that are to come before the Committee on Credentials should be 
presented immediately upon adjournment, and the Committee on Credentials 
will meet me for organization, so we can get down to work. I speak as 
chairman of the committee. - 

Dr. L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. I believe it would be well for 
the Bishops to appoint an additional committee of five, to be known as a 
“Steering Committee,” to see that the proceedings of this Conference come 
up in rotation, so we can get through in as expeditious a manner as possible. 
In other words, to get in committee reports and try to keep things moving. 
We have a good program, and I believe it would be a good thing to have that 
kind of a committee. I make that as a motion. 

THE PResmeNT. Is there a second? I don’t hear a second. 

Seconded by Rev. M. B. Spayd, of Northern Illinois Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT, TI suppose you would call it the Business Committee. Is 
that in harmony with what you propose in that order? 

Pror, Magk Krpren, We don’t know. We have some rules, 
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Tur Presipenr. I think, brethren, you would anticipate the report of 
the Committee on Rules. I could not rule it out of order, but I think the 


action would really anticipate it. What is your pleasure? 


Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. We have a program, and 
also Bishops to hold to that program. What do we need with such a com- 
mittee? 

Dr. M. R. Bariincer, of Sandusky Conference. I-move a substitute for 
this, that the provisional program be the order of proceedings under the 
direction of the Bishops. 

Seconded. 

Tur Present. The motion is a substitute for the motion of Doctor 
Weimer, that this provisional program be substituted and be the order of 
business. Are you ready? 

Mr. BE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. Do the members know what 
the motions are? 

THE Presipent. That a committee of five be appointed to help in the 
transaction of the business of the Conference, is the motion of Doctor Weimer, 
and the substitute is that the provisional program be substituted for that. 

Dr. J. M. Puitiierr, of Northern Illinois Conference. If the amendment 
prevails, it will provide nothing for the Conference sessions except business 
sessions, what business shall come up, and consequently the program means 
nothing, if this amendment prevails. The program calls for afternoon ses- 
sions with no business for the Conference. 

Dr. J. 8S. Furton, of Allegheny Conference. I move you that this go to 
the table until the Committee on Rules reports. 

Seconded. 3 

Tre PRESIDENT. Those favoring its passing to the table until we have a 
report of the Committee on Rules, will indicate by uplifted hands. Those 
opposing by like sign. [It passes to the table.] 

Ture PRESIDENT. Now, if you are ready, we will have the report of the 
Committee on Rules. 

Mr. Frep P. Gris, of Michigan Conference, secretary of the committee, 
reported as follows: Your Committee on Rules respectfully recommends 
that the printed rules be adopted subject to the following amendments. Mr. 
Geib then called attention to the different changes made in the old printed 
rules, and the following are the rules as finally adopted. ] 

RULES OF ORDER. 

Rule 1. Organization—When the General Conference has been convened 
in accordance with the provisions of the Discipline, after devotional exercises, 
and calling of the roll, if a quorum is present, it shall proceed to organization, 
by the election of a reading secretary by ballot, if there be more than one 
nomination; otherwise by acclamation; it shall also elect as many reading 
secretaries as deemed necessary. 

TIME OF MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT. 

Rule 2. After the opening session, the General Conference shall meet at 
8: 30 a.m., and 2: 00 p.m.; but the General Conference, at its discretion, may 
alter the time of meeting, and may adjourn, and fix the time to which it 
shall adjourn. 

THE PRESIDING BISHOP. 

Rule 3. “The presiding Bishop shall take the chair precisely at the hour 

to which the Conference adjourned, and cause the session to be opened with 


-yeading of the Scriptures, singing, and prayer at the morning session. On 


the appearance of a quorum, he shall have the journal of the preceding day’s 
Eton read and approved, and shall see that the business of the Conference 
proceed in regular order according to these Rules of Order, and such other 
Rules and Regulations as may be adopted by the General Conference. 
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Rule 4. The presiding Bishop shall decide all questions of order, subject 
to an appeal to the Conference. In case of such appeal the question shall be 
taken without debate, except that the appellant may state the grounds of his 
appeal, and that the presiding Bishop may state the grounds of his decision. 

Rule 5. The presiding Bishop shall appoint all committees, unless other- 
wise specially ordered by the Conference. 

Rule 6. On assigning the floor to a member, the presiding Bishop shall 
distinctly announce the name of the member to whom it is assigned and the 
annual conference represented by said member. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Rule 7. The regular order of business for the morning session shall be: 

(1) Devotional services. 

(2) Roll call. 

(3) Reading and approving of the journal. 

(4) Call of the conferences for the presentation of appeals, memorials, 
resolutions, and petitions, for immediate passage. 

(5) Reports of standing committees. 

(6) Reports of special committees. 

(7) Miscellaneous business. 

For other sessions it shall be: 

(1) Devotions. 

(2) Business. 


DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERS. 


Rule 8. When a member is about to speak in debate, or to bring any - 
matter before the Conference, he shall rise in his place and respectfully 
address the presiding Bishop and announce his name and conference, but shall 
not proceed until recognized by the chair. 

Rule 9. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by the 
presiding Bishop to call him to order when he departs from the question or 
uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may call the 
attention of the presiding Bishop to the subject when he deems the speaker 
out of order, and any member may explain when he thinks himself misrepre- 
sented, the speaker holding the floor. 

Rule 10. When a member desires to Speak to a question of privilege, 
he- shall state the question; but it shall not be in order for him to proceed 
until the presiding Bishop shall have decided it a privileged question. 

Rule 11. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than ten minutes at one time without leave of the Conference; nor 
shall any member speak more than once until every member choosing to 
speak shall have spoken; provided, however, that a committee making a 
report shall in all cases through its chairman, or one of the members selected 
by the committee or its chairman, be entitled to ten minutes to close the 
debate, either to oppose the motion to lay the report on the table, or, this 
permission not having been used, to close the debate on the motion to adopt. 
The committee shall not be deprived of its right to close the debate even after 
the previous ‘question has been ordered, and when a report consisting of two 
or more propositions has a seriatim consideration, the chairman or represen- 
tative of the committee shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges on 
each proposition thus decided separately, as he would have if the report was 
considered as a whole. 

Rule 12. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the Con- 
ference unless he is sick or otherwise unable to attend, or unless excused by 
the Conference. 

Rule 13. Members presenting Memorials, petitions, resolutions, and 
other papers for reference, after reading the text or by title, shall, unan- 
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nounced, deliver them directly to the secretary in triplicate to be by him sent 
to the proper committee and announced in the journal of the day. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Rule 14. Resolutions shall be presented in writing by the mover. Ali 
motions shall be reduced to writing, if the presiding Bishop, secretary, or 
any two members request it. If the Conference refer a resolution to a com- 
mittee, the mover shall furnish the secretary a second copy for the use of the 
committee. 

Rule 15. All reports, resolutions, and written motions, after the first 
reading, shall be passed to the secretary to be read by him as the Conference 
may require. 

Ruie 16. No new moticn or resolution shall be entertained until the one 
under consideration has been disposed of, which may be done by adoption or 
rejection; but one or more of the following motions may be made, and they 
shall take precedence in the order in which there are here placed, namely: 

(1) To tix the time to adjourn (may be amended, substituted, or laid 
on the table). 

(2) To adjourn. 

(3) To take a recess. 

(4) To lay on the table. 

(9) kor the previous question (cannot be laid on the table). 

(6G) To postpone to a given time. 

(7) To refer. 

(8) To substitute. 

(9) To amend. 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

Rule 17. When a report is presented and read or stated by the presiding © 
Bishop or a resolution is introduced and seconded, or a motion is made and 
seconded, and stated by the chair, it shall be deemed in possession of the 
Conference. f 

Rule 18. Any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by the mover at 
any time before amendment or decision; if objection be made to withdrawal, 
a vote on the motion to grant leave to withdraw shall be taken without debate. 

Rule 19. The following motions shall be put without debate. 

(1) To adjourn. 

(2) To suspend the rules. 

(3) To lay on the table. 

(4) To take from the table. 

(5) 'The question of consideration. 

(6) The call for the previous question. 

(7) To reconsider a non-debatable motion. 

(8) To postpone indefinitely. 

Rule 20. Only cne amendment to an amendment shall be in order, but 
a substitute for both amendments may be received, which substitute may be 
amended, and if the substitute be adopted, it shall operate as an amendment 
to the original proposition. 

Rule 21. On the call of a member, a question shall be divided, if it is 
divisible into distinct propositions. 

Rule 22. It shall be in order to move the previous question, that is, that 
the motion be taken without further debate, on any measure, except in cases 
in which character is involved, and if sustained by a two-thirds vote, the 
question shall be taken; nevertheless, it shall be in order under this rule to 
refer or to recommit (on either of which the vote shall.be taken without 
debate) to divide or to lay on the table, after the previous question has been 
ordered. It shall not be in order for a member to move the previous question 
or to lay on the table at the close of a speech in which he has discussed the 


pending question. 
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Rule 23. The motion to adjourn shall be taken without debate, and shall 
always be in order, except: 

(1) When a member has the floor. 

(2) When a question is actually put, or a vote is being taken, or until 
finally decided. 

(8) When a question is pending on sustaining the demand for the 
previous: question. 

(4) When the previous question has been called and sustained and 
action under it is pending. 

(5) When a motion to adjourn has been lost and no motion or debate 
has intervened. 

(6) When a motion to fix the time to which the Conference shall ad- 
journ is pending. 

Rule 24. Reconsideration. When any moticn or resolution shall have 
been acted upon by the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who 
voted with the prevailing side, to. move a reconsideration. A motion to re- 
consider a non-debatable motion shall be decided without debate. A motion 
to reconsider must be made on the same day in which the action was taken 
or the succeeding day. 

Rule 25. No resolution or report which proposes a change in the Disci- 
pline shall be considered until it has been in possession of the Conference for 
one day; but when it is under consideration, amendments which are germaine 
and duly presented shall be in order. 

Rule 26. Changes of Discipline. All reports or resolutions proposing 
changes in the Discipline shall not only recite the paragraph and line pro. 
posed to be amended, but also the paragraph as amended complete. 

Rule 27. When any member shall move the reference of any portion of 
the journal of an annual conference to any committee, he shall, at the same 
time, furnish a copy of the portion he wishes referred, prepared as in the 
case of memorials. 

Rule 28. There shall be nominated for Church boards two times as many 
members as are to be elected, and as far as practicable the nominees shall be 
selected from different sections of the Church. 

Rule 29. There shall not be reported as coming from the committee any 
matter which has not been considered and acted upon by the committee duly 
assembled. 

Rule 30. Committees shall not originate business, but shall consider all 
subjects referred to them by the General Conference. A committee shall not 
consider a matter which the General Conference has refused to refer to it. 

Rule 31. The reports of all standing committees shall be made in tripli- 
cate and shall be printed in sufficient numbers to supply every member of 
the Conference with a copy of each report. This rule shall be in force in all 
cases, except where the General Conference shall otherwise order. 


VOTING, 


Rule 32. Every member who is within the bar at the time the question 
is put shall vote unless the Conference, for special reasons, excuses him. 

Rule 33. No member shail be allowed to vote on any question who is not 
within the bar at the time such question is put by the presiding Bishop, except 
by leave of Conference. 

Rule 34. Voting shall be by the uplifted hand; but on a decision of the 
house, the delegates shall rise in their places, and stand until they have been 
counted. Votes may also be taken by ballot and by Ayes and Noes. 

Rule 35. Ayes and Noes. It shall be in order for any member to eall 
for the Ayes and Noes on any question before the Conference, and if sustained 
by forty members, the vote thereon shall be taken by Ayes and Noes. If not 
sustained, members voting in the minority, if the number voting in said 
minority is less than forty, may have their votes recorded by name, : 


\ 
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Rule 36. Order of Voting. In voting, when amendments and a substitute 
have been proposed to the original 1esolution, and an amendment to the 
oe has been moved, the Conference shall pursue the tollowing order, 
namely: 

The main question shall first be perfected by voting on the amendments 
proposed thereto, and then the Conference shall vote upon the question of 
substitution, and finally upon the question of adoption. 

Rule 387. A call for a vote by orders shall be made and seconded by 
members ot the same order and shall require one-fourth of the order of dele- 
gates present and voting. 

Rule 38. When voting by orders, the separation shall be merely in regard 
to the taking, announcing, and recording the vote of each order on the ques- 
tion on which the separate vote is demanded. Any incidental matter bearing 
upon such vote shall be decided by the Conference acting as one body. In 
taking a vote by orders, it shall be by count vote, first of the order calling for 
the separate vote, and then of the other; but either order may call for the 
Ayes and Noes by one-fourth of its members; and if the call is sustained, the 
names of the delegates, first of the order calling and then of the other, shall 
be called and each member shall answer Aye or No. 

Rule 39. Members presenting memorials, petitions, and any other papers 
for reference, shall prepare each paper by writing on the back of the outer 
paper the following items in order, namely: 

(1) Name of person presenting it. 

(2) Conference sending it. 

(3) Number of petitioners. 

(4) Subject to which it relates. 

MEMORIALS, PAPERS, AND PETITIONS FOR REFERENCE. 

Rule 40. Memorials. Two copies of memorials, resolutions, and miscel- 
laneous papers presented for reference to a committee and not for immediate 
consideration, shall be placed in the hands of the secretary without announce- 
ment, and by him shall be sent to the proper committeee and announced in 
the journal of the day. 

Rule 41. There shall be twelve standing committees as follows: 

(1) Ministry. 

(2) Judiciary. 

(3) State of the Church. 

(4) Temporal Economy. 

(5) Boundaries. 

(6) Publishing Interests. 

(7) Education. 

(8) Sunday schools. 

(9) Home Missions and Church Erection. 

(10) Foreign Missions. 

(11) Christian Endeavor. 

(12) Deaconess Work. 

(13) Other standing committees may be appointed as determined by the 
Bishops or this General Conference. 

Group A. 

Ministry. 

Judiciary. 
Boundaries. 

Sunday Schools. 
Home Missions. 
State of the Church. 

Group B. 

Temporal Economy. 
Publishing Interests. 
Education. 
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Foreign Missions. 
Christian Endeavor. 
Deaconess Work, 

Rule 42. Reference of Memorials, etc. The reference of memorials, 
petitions, resolutions, etc., to the several standing committees, shall be deter- 
iuined by presiding Bishop. 

Rule 438. A majority of its members shall constitute a business quorum 
of a standing committee. 

Rule 44. All elections of officers shall be by ballot, and a majority of all 
the votes cast shall be necessary to a choice. 

The acceptance of office shall be considered a pledge that the officer 
will devote his time and talents wholly to the duties of the office to which 
he is elected. 

Rule 45. The elections of the general officers of the Church shall begin 
on Wednesday of the second week of the Conference session, and shall be in 
order as follows: 

(1) Bishops. 

(2) Publishing Agent. 

(3) Editors of the Telescope. 

(4) Editor of the Watehword. 

(5) Editors Sunday-school Literature. 

(6) General Secretary Sunday-school Board. 
(7) Foreign Missionary Secretary. 

(8) Church Erection Secretary. 

(9) Home Missionary Secretary. 

(10) General Church Treasurer. 

(11) Manager Bonebrake Seminary. 

(12) Trustees Bonebrake Seminary. 

(18) Board of Education. 

(14) Trustees Publishing House. 

(15) Home Missionary Board. 

(16) Foreign Missionary Board. 

(17) Church Erection Board. 

(18) _Sunday-school and Young People’s Board. 

(19) Board of Church Trustees. 

Rule 46. Demonstrations of approval or disapproval during the progress 
of debate shall be deemed a breach of order. 

Rule 47. The ushers shall keep the aisles clear for their proper use, and 
none but delegates, pages, and ushers shall be admitted within the inclosure 
reserved for the delegates. \ 

Rule 48. In all matters not included in these rules, the General Confer- 
ence shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Rule 49. These rules shall not be suspended or changed except by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present and voting. 

Rule 50. Resolved, That all renorts of ‘committees ta which reports of 
Mepartment Boards and Secretaries have referred or which have to do with 
department work, shall be made to the Conference not later than Monday, 
May 14. 


Dr. L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. I move you that the previous - 
motion for the appointment of a steering committee of five be taken from 
the table. 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those in favor of this motion will lift your hands. 
Those opposed,. like sign. Now, the chair isa little perplexed. The motion 
is to take this from the table, brethren, althcugh I think the rules would 
show it had the precedence, but I hope you will not insist upon that right 
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now. Those in favor of Doctor Weimer’s motion will lift the hand once more. 
{Only twenty-eight voted for the motion. | 

Doctor Puitiirrr. -Wasn’t the motion laid on the table until after the 
approval of the report of the Committee on Rules, and doesn’t it come 
up without a motion? 

THE PRESIDENT. At any time you have a right when you put it on the 
table, to make a motion. It is always in order, and, in the democracy of the 
times, we must not be so autocratic as that; so the motion does not prevail 
to take it from the table. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson, of East Ohio Conference. I move we adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Doctor FunK. Mr. Chairman, you have amended your rules. You are 
quite a good deal torn up about this matter. Do you want them reprinted? 

Voices. No! No! 

Docror FunK. All right, I am glad of it. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Let us have the announcements before we adjourn. We 
will hear from the pastor, Brother Inman. 

Rey. O. O. Inman explained the plan of the local church for the enter- 
tainment of the Conference. 

BisHop BELL. Who takes the subscriptions for the General Conference 
Daily? - 

Rey. O. O. INMAN. We don’t have a General Conference Daily. Both the 
Eagle and the Beacon have promised us good service, and there is a lady in 
charge of the Eagle subscription work. Dr. O. P. Garlock, is chief usher, and 
will have charge of the ushering during the General Conference, and will be 
at your call at any time. 

Rey. O. O. Inman then announced the evening program, and then said: 
The reception and entertainment committee desire you to remain for a 
few minutes after the program is over, to get acquainted, and I am sure the 
ladies of the church will have charge and serve refreshments, and we hope 
you will remain for a little while after the program. The mail will not be 
distributed in the conference room, but you can get it any time in the room 
below. I think it was announced awhile ago that next Tuesday evening is 
allotted to the local church for an entertainment. I wish to call your atten- 
tion to that now, for we know that we are going to have something worth 
your time. The various musical organizations of the church will furnish 
music, among which is a chorus of thirty-two male voices, This chorus will 
sing to-night likewise. On Tuesday evening, Victor Murdock, editor of the 
Wichita Eagle, will deliver his famous lecture upon “The West's Work in the 
East.” I see that some of you appreciate that announcement, and I am sure 
it will be a great feature. Mr. Murdock was fourteen months in the trenches, 
and he has been in China and Japan, and that will be a great feature of 
the program. ; ; 

L. O. Mizier. Brother Inman, I would like to make this inquiry. Eek 
understood you, you will pay the delegates one dollar a day, and $1.05 for 
their meals. 

Rev. O. O. Inman. This is the plan: we will pay for the rooms if you 
don’t exceed $1.00 a day, and we will pay each delegate $1.05, and he boards 
himself; that is the plan. ; 

L. O. Miter, That is Wichita’s magnanimity. I am interested in that 
as treasurer of this Conference. 

Rev. O. O. Inman. I don’t know how to answer it. I would prefer if 
Doctor Funk would answer the question. 

Docror Funk. The Bishops and the Publishing House Board, when the 
matter. was up at their two meetings, decided finally to make the allowance 
for delegates $2 a day instead of $1 a day, as it has been during the past 
five General Conferences. So we have done that, and you have not yet 
ratified it. It will be up to this General Conference whether we did right 
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or wrong, in increasing the amount from $1 to $2 a day. We came here 
and found that it would be impossible for us to get any kind of entertainment 
at $1 a day, and reported it to the two boards in session, and they made it 
$2 a day. Now, the Wichita people are doing this: they are arranging 
rooms and boarding, and if, perchance, some of them do run five cents over 
the two dollars, they are going te take care of the five cents, Brother Miller, 
and only receive from you the two dollars a day. 

L. O. Mitter. But I want to raise the question: There are a number of 
these delegates not boarding at the places provided by the Wichita Committee. 

Docror Funk. They will receive their two dollars per day. 

Rey. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. I want to know this: 
Brother Inman said he would take care of our room rent and pay us $1.05. 
If we could get the room for fifty cents or get it donated, I say all right, Mr. 
{nman, you are welcome to it. 

Doctor FunK. Suppose some delegate is boarding at the hotel where he 
is paying $3 a day. He gets $2 from the Treasurer, and he pays the 
extra dollar himself. 

Rev. S. C. Encx, of Hast Pennsylvania Conference. I move that we ratify 
the action of the Board. 

Seconded. Motion prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT. I would like to announce that the Committee on Finance 
will meet to-morrow morning at 7: 30. Now, would you like to close with 
the quartet? 

Voices. Sure! Sure! 

Tue Presipent. And after the quartet sings, Colonel Cowden will close 
with prayer. 

The Price Quartet then sang, “Let the lower lights be burning.” 

Docror Funk. By order of the boards referred to, | was instructed to 
employ three stenographers fer committee work. Those three stenographers 
are at your service at any time. They are located in a room on the second 
floor. They are not there to write letters. They are to write reports, to do 
the work of this Conference. The committee asks me to urge upon all the 
committees that the reports be put in typewriting, for if they are to be 
printed, it will be necessary for us to avoid as many errors as possible; 
so that the secretaries and chairmen of committees, whoever prepare 
the reports, will please observe the request that these reports be put 
in typewritten form. I also wish to announce that the book room is 
right here to my left, and you will find supplies there of every kind; you will 
find books and tablets and pencils and everything that you need, and we 
invite you to make your subscriptions to anything that you want to subseribe 
for in that room. 

THE PRESIDENT. The devotions will begin promptly each morning at 
eight o’clock. 

Colonel Cowden closed with prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Conference stands adjourned until this evening at 
8: 00 o’clock. 





FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
THURSDAY, May 10, 1917. 

The session was held at the First United Brethren Church, Bishop Fout 
presiding. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will open our services tonight with an anthem by 
the choir. 

The First Church, Wichita, choir then sang “Be not afraid,’ and Doctor 
Fries led in prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will be favored with music, 
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The Price Quartet then.sang, “Quit you like men—be strong.”” The first 
song being strongly applauded, the quartet followed with “My God shall 
strengthen me.” ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Seldom does it fall to the lot of one to preside over a 
more intelligent and more representative audience than is here assembled— 
a convention that would do credit to any communion on the face of the earth. 
Here are representatives from almost every country of the globe on which 
we live. That would be expected in a gathering of this kind representing a 
church that embodies and reflects the world-wide spirit of its divine Lord. 
Richelieu, the great Frenchman, said, on a great occasion, “Beyond the 
realm of France my Lord goes not.’ That is the real trouble with Europe 
to-night. Jesus said, “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” The great Paul said, “I am debtor,” and gave his life to the payment 
of that debt. “I am debtor to the whole world.” A man never knows how 
big he is until he finds himself capable of loving men as men all over the 
wide world. The church lives her life in a realm of relationships. She is not 
a desert island in some unknown sea. She is a city with trains running in 
every direction, with ships sailing to distant and different ports, with tele- 
graph and wireless communication with all the corners of the earth. She is 
related to God; she is related to nature, related to the world, related to 
social affairs, related to the home. And she must keep communication com- 
plete and unobstructed and traffic perfect. That explains a representative 
meeting like this. I had a deepening appreciation yesterday as our 
fiery steed brought us westward over some of the richest soil my eyes ever 
looked upon. Within twenty-three hours from the time we left our splendid 
city of Indianapolis, we were in your beautiful city. And I thought of the ~ 
first missionary of the Church, W. A. Cardwell, who came from Indianapolis, 
from White River Conference, to this State sixty-two years ago, and in his 
diary he speaks of devoting one hundred and thirty-four days to that journey 
between Indianapolis and Big Springs, Kansas. Things have changed in 
these sixty years. 

It would be expected in a world like this that God would keep the best 
of the wine of civilization until the last of the feast. Everything in nature 
and history proclaims it as his working capital. Slowly the sod-hut traveled 
to the modern mansion. Slowly the prairie schooner—or wooden plow 
traveled to the steam plow. Slowly the babbler’s speech marched towards the 
orator’s eloquence. Slowly the harp was supplanted by the big-toned organ. : 
Slowly we have been marching from the rule of force to the reign of right. 
I know that, three years ago, it appeared that the hands of the dial of civili- 
zation had been turned back at least two hundred years. But, my friends, 
what we sow we must reap. We are just fixing up a few matters. We are 
in the midst of a little judgment day. But out of the throes of this awful 
struggle will come a new birth of republicanism and freedom to the wide 
world. [Voices, Sure, sure. ] 

I have a new appreciation for our home missionaries as nation-builders. 
And when the final and correct history of the State of Kansas is written, 
Cardwell and S. S. Snyder from Allegheny Conference, whose blood has 
made this soil sacred because he was martyred for his Lord, they were the 
true nation builders. And Stephen A. Douglas, in a great speech in Congress, 
declared that the home missionaries carried civilization westward in their 
saddle-bags; and our Vice-President, Mr. Marshall, of my own State, at a 
great Y. M. ©. A. meeting a little while ago, said that the home missionaries 
had done more to right the wrongs of this country than all the Congresses 
that had ever convened in Washington. 

My friends, Kansas eloquence and Kansas generosity are very much on 
the order of the Kansas cyclone. It is irresistible. [Laughter.] Who that 
heard Senator Edmonds, in 1901, in Frederick City, will ever forget, what 
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made us all feel that we wanted to come to Topeka in 1905? We heard the 
same strain of eloquence four years ago, and, to the surprise of many, the 
yote was almost unanimous to come to Wichita on this occasion and we are 
glad we are here. If anybody had an interrogation point in his mind as to 
whether Wichita or this great pastor of this great church would be able to 
take care of us that interrogation point is erased. 

But I must not take your time. Oh, I will tell you, if it be true that 
ninety-eight per cent. of the people of this State can read and write, their 
statements on the General Conference floor are fully justified. If it be true 
that the State has fewer millionaires and fewer paupers than any State in 
the Union, their statements are justified. If it be true that the State has a 
less percentage of crime, immorality, depravity, insanity, imbecility, and 
drunkenness, if it be true that the State was the first to successfully and 
completely wipe out the abominable saloon traffic, it justly claims its place 
of leadership in the elements that go to make up a great Christian common- 
wealth. If it be true that the State for thirty-five years has not had a legal- 
ized saloon or brewery, and now has eighty-eight city and county jails that 
are empty, forty-seven poor farms and alms houses that are unoccupied, 
twenty-eight counties in which the criminal courts have not had a prosecu- 
tion in more than a year, if it be true that the State was first to declare 
unanimously through its legislature, its State officials, and its entire delega- 
tion in Congress for a nation-wide prohibition, let us give her the place 
without a question. [Great applause. ] 

Just this word: It is not necessary that we must speak the word ‘“Wel- 
come.” It is in the very air that we breathe, in the warm, firm grip of the 
hand-shake—the characteristic, old-fashioned, United Brethren hand-shake 
is found here in Kansas and it is recognized everywhere. It is expressing 
itself in the exchange of Christian salutations and, above all, the sublime 
sympathy of hearts kindled with one love to the Master and warmed by the 
indwelling of that one Spirit whose presence witnesses as any mere organi- 
zation can witness that “we are brethren.” 

Now, I have the exceeding pleasure of introducing our distinguished 
host. We are fortunate indeed to have a man to precede us, to prepare the 
way for us, who was big enough for the job, in the person of the great pastor 
of this church, Mr. O. O. Inman. I never look upon a beautiful building like 
this without experiencing in my heart a rising appreciation of the preacher 
that led in it and the people that stood by him in constructing a temple like 
this. Brother Inman. [Applause.] 

Rev. O. O. Inman, pastor of the First United Brethren Church of Wich- 
ita, then spoke as follows: 


Four years ago, it was my privilege to leave my home in Iowa and travel 
to a city which was my former home, to be a few days at the General 
Conference in Decatur, Illinois; and while I was there, it was my privilege 
to hear.some of these addresses to which our Bishop has referred this even- 
ing and addresses which brought about the action that called: us together 
here in Wichita. There were several other cities much greater than ours in 
antiquity and in size who were bidding for the pleasure and the responsibility 
of taking care of you at this time. I remember the addresses that were made 
which succeeded in bringing the General Conference of our denomination 
here, and I think there is a feeling of pleasure mingled with sadness as 
Wichita folk think about the experiences which have taken place since that 
day. For the eloquent address to which many of you listened was delivered 
by the honorable pastor of this church, Rey. D. W. Ross, who a few months 
later was called from the scenes of his labor into his reward beyond the 
grave. I had no idea whatever at that time that I was lending my humble mite 
to bring you here, because they pinned sunflowers and flags, and so forth, 
on me, and I was a booster for Wichita, About two years later, I was called 
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to this city. When I came to the city, the people had, under great discour- 
agement, undertaken the beginning of the construction of this church. A few 
of the red brick were laid and had lain in that position for eighteen months, 
and not many feet from where you sit, downward, there was a croaking frog 
pond. We have succeeded in getting the church ready. There was one thing 
in Brother Heisel’s letter that brought me to Wichita. I asked him if the 
General Conference was to be there. He said, “It will if the church is built.” 
I am quite free to tell you, my friends, there has been no bigger word in 
my vocabulary or in my thought in the last two years than the General 
Conference of 1917. And I have been endeavoring to undertake that which 
was not altogether possible—a readjustment or a reviewing of the whole 
psychological machinery to this degree to forget that it is a General Con- 
ference of the whole Church—just some sort of a transaction going on some- 
where in my personality which forgets all that. And you folks, the delegates 
of the General Conference, have rung my front door bell at 208 Fannie 
Avenue, and you are standing on the porch waiting for me to come and open 
it and say, “How do you do? Come in!” I am. trying to do that, and ferget 
all this hubbub around here and to make you indeed and in truth my per- 
sonal guests and of my church here. I do not wish to add words, for there 
are six speakers to speak after I am through, if there is any time left, and 
I am sure it would be unfair to them and to you for me to add words now. 
But I assure you, my friends, that if you had not been coming, this church | 
would not have been possible. I am on the ground and have been here for 
two years, and I am the authority upon that subject. The coming of the 
General Conference to our church impelled our people to build the church, 
through the mighty inspiration and the tremendous impulse that came to us 
as a consequence of that happy anticipation. If you had come here, there 
would have been no shelter over your heads to-night, if we had not known 
many, many months ago that you were coming. But because you were 
coming and because of the strategic position that I believe under God our 
Church is being called to fill in this stupendous time in which we are living— 
all of these things have brought us, my friends, to appreciate with the heart’s 
full measure to-night, and with all our hearts we bid you welcome. I do not 
know what I would add, other than that which I said to you a few months 
ago in a letter which I wrote you. I told you I was trying to begin to feel 
the responsibility of the host of this occasion. { need not tell you about your 
responsibilities; but I have been trying to feel it myself so that we may be 
able the better to care for you and to relieve you of those details which are 
characteristic of convention and conference life, so that you may have your 
whole mind and soul, my friends, free to undertake and to consummate the 
stupendous issues which are at stake in our denominational life. It is to 
that end that we are striving to do our very, very best. 

We are glad you came. If you had come to our city about fifty years ago 
instead of going to Dayton, Ohio, where you went for your General Confer- 
ence, you would have come into a meager village indeed. There would have 
been, over the four passage ways through which you would have had to 
enter if you had come to our city, a big sign stretching out which would have 
read: “Everything goes in Wichita. Leave your revolvers at police head- . 
quarters and get a check. Carrying concealed weapons strictly forbidden.” 
You could not have gotten into Wichita without riding under that sign. That 
was fifty years ago. It was a frontier village indeed. I remember, about 
half that long ago, when, with some of the people who sit in the audience 
to-night, in a little old country schoolhouse in Amsterdam, T sat there by the - 
side of some of the people who are here, studying “reading, ‘riting, and 
‘rithmetic, taught to the tune of the hickory stick,” and I remember one 
day we launched out upon the study of grammar. Not very long after, there 
was placed before us, to be analyzed and parsed, this sentence: “Not many 
generations ago, where you now sit, surrounded with all that embellishes 
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civilized life, wild deer roamed the trackless forest and the swift fox dug 
his hole unscared.” I remember how in my boyish imagination I had no 
trouble at all in keeping up with that swift deer in the trackless forest, and 
I wandered along in aimless reverie until at last I was lost in the bottom 
of the hole of that unscared fox. But it is an actual fact that is true, so 
far as that is concerned, that this has only been one generation ago where 
you now sit in a city of seventy-five thousand people—it is an actual state- 
ment of history that herds of buffalo were grazing the ground that now 
composes our streets; and a gentleman, who was kind enough to tell me, 
the other day, residing in Wichita, rode on a horse past the Eaton Hotel 
which is our headquarters, and the prairie grass swept the horse at his 
saddle. It was a village at that time, a very meager village, and within less 
than fifty years we have come to be the city that we are. You know about 
our city. The Bishop has told you about our State. We will have Governor 
Capper here before the session is over to tell you about the place of Kansas 
in the political history of our nation. I need not tell you of that, but I am 
here to tell you that our church, 497 strong, my friends, bids you welcome, and 
we are anxious to meet all of your requirements and demands, and satisfy 
you so that you may give your whole energies to the discussion and to the 
legislation of the laws of the kingdom of Jesus Christ while you are among 
us. [Applause. ] 


THE PRESwWENT. Next to the pastor, I am sure we owe a debt of gratitude 
to the conference superintendent, who has been his counselor and helper 
in working out the plans for this great meeting. And I have pleasure in 
presenting to you my friend of a good many years, Rev. C. E. Heisel, one of 
the superintendents of the great Kansas Conference. 

Rev. C. E. Heisel spoke as follows: 


MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, AND FRIENDS: I hardly felt that 
I had the temerity to stand before this august body without reducing to 
paper some of the facts that I shall present this evening. I was reminded of 
the theological student whose professor handed him a text, which was the 
custom of the professors in the theological seminary, that the student might 
immediately preach extemporaneously from the text; and the professor 
handed him the one word, “Zaccheus.” With some embarrassment the young 
student began by saying: “This text divides itself very regularly into three 
distinct points. First, Zaccheus was a small man, and I feel considerably 
uke him at this time. Second, Zaccheus was up in a tree, and I do not 
know but that I am up in a tree just now. Third, Zaccheus came down, and 
I think I shall do the same.” [Laughter.] 

: I anticipated somewhat what my good friend, Rev. Mr. Inman, would say 
this evening. I expected him to say a great deal more about Wichita than 
he said. He has been talking about Wichita for about two years, and I rather 
anticipated that he would have a great deal more to say about Wichita just 
now. From this most excellent and splendid address of welcome of my 
coworker, the pastor of this highly honored congregation, one might be led 
to think that Wichita is at the center of the universe, and therefore the 
place of the final inheritance of the saints. But Brother Inman has been so 
engrossed with the plans for Wichita and this General Conference for the 
past months that he has forgotten that Eldorado, the land flowing with oil, 
lies quite a distance from here, and that Haven—heaven—lies still farther 
out in another direction. Therefore, while I do not wish to blight a single 
hope or mar a moment’s joy of the esteemed host of this gathering, I should 
like to ask him to lengthen ‘the lines so as to cover the whole territory two 
hundred miles wide and four hundred miles long of the Kansas Conference 
of the United Brethren Church. Unfortunately for me, I was not born in 
Kansas—a great misfortune; but since I could not be born in Kansas, I chose 
the next best place. I was born in. Kalamazoo [applause], explored Kansas, 
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and discovered Wichita in about ’78. Those were considered pioneer days 
when immigrants were pouring in in great numbers in prairie schooners, 
from many of the Eastern States. Not all found the Mecca of their anticipa- 
tion, and some were taking the backward track with all kinds of cartoons 
and hieroglyphics inscribed upon their canvas. One, when asked if he were 
going to Kansas, said, “No, not if I can find any place else to go.” Those 
were days when twisted hay, corn stalks, prairie coal—the merits of the 
latter not fully appreciated by our Eastern friends—served as a fuel to bake 
the cornbread as well as the shins of the members of the household. But 
I must not dwell on reminiscences, as it is rather my privilege and pleasure 
to stand with open hand and warm heart to represent a constituency of one 
and three-quarter million Kansans—nineteen thousand of whom are loyal 
United Brethren—in a most cordial welcome to the representatives of this 
great gathering of Christian workers. : 

My friends, the State is yours, all yours, with all its pastures, for these 
two weeks or more, if you will just be good. Just a word of caution to all 
our friends from Ohio and Pennsylvania and California: it might be well to 
say that Kansas is a bone-dry State [laughter], so dry that thirsty folk 
have to go to Missouri, so dry that the Solace Society is formed, we are told 
consisting of fifty-two members with a weekly fee of one dollar, and each in 
turn is allowed one week in the year with fifty-two dollars expense money 
in his pocket to start with to relieve his thirst in Kansas City—Bishop 
Kephart’s own town. [Applause.] 

But you are our guests, and we propose to take care of you in a Manner 
that you will not feel any desire to cross the line of refreshments. We should 
like, if time would permit, to load you all in our Hudsons and Cadillacs and 
Fords and take you for an exhilarating spin over our broad acres to the 
great wheat belt of the Southwest, for Kansas stands pre-eminent in the 
production of this greatest of cereals, yielding in a single harvest nearly two 
bushels for every man, woman, and child in the United States. Here the 
famous caterpillar tractors, drawing from five to twelve plows, the rhythmic 
burr-r-r of which can be heard night and day, turn over the soil at the rate 
of from twenty-five to forty acres in twenty-four hours. We would bring you 
back by way of Hutchinson, the salt city. We would show you the famous 
Joy Morton salt block, the greatest single salt plant in the world. We would 
then turn our course eastward to the newly discovered Eldorado, where men 
were made millionaires in a day, where square miles of the earth’s surface 
are literally perforated with oil and gas wells producing fabulous incomes 
to the owners. We would take you to our rich coal and zinc mining districts. 
We would find grazing areas with their wealth of cattle and sheep. We 
would show you smelters and refineries and great packing establishments. 

But what of all this? After all, it is not our grain, our oil, our cattle, 
not wealth to which we welcome you and invite your investigation, but to 
our citizenship, our institutions, our schools, our churches. Every genuine 
Kansan is proud of the record the State has made in fostering the government 
based on the character and well-being of its citizens. This record was not 
made without great sacrifice and prayer, but through the combined faith 
and consecration of the people. The Sunflower State has won her place 
rightfully among the renowned commonwealths of the Republic; and its 
citizens have made aggressive steps in State and National affairs. The limits 
of this brief talk would prohibit anything like a detailed review of the large 
growth and development of the many institutions that have contributed to 
make the State what it is. We could mention our effective educational 
system with its State institutions, enrolling more than ten thousand stu- 
dents; our numerous colleges and grade schools, bringing the rate of illiteracy 
down to a rate of less than two per cent. We could enumerate the advanced 
steps that she has taken along the line of moral reform, until the ban has 
been put upon incorporate greed, upon Sabbath desecration, and upon social 
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vice, and even John Barleycorn, who has been an uninvited guest for thirty- 
five years, has been ordered to take his grip and move out bodily, to return 
no more forever. 

But it is the church of Jesus Christ that has been the determining factor 
in the upbuilding of the State on the words of justice and righteousness. 
The chureh has been the silent leaven that has sought its way into the 
industrial and social life until the whole has been leavened. It has been 
given the wholesome doctrine that seeks the highest and the best. It is more 
especially in behalf of the church and conference that I am to accord you 
this welcome. This is an hour that nineteen thousand United Brethren in 
the State of Kansas, true sons of God and daughters of Otterbein, have been 
looking forward to with joyful satisfaction for many days. We have a bunch 
of as loyal, true-hearted, hospitable folk as ever breathed God’s free air—a 
truth which we do trust will be fully demonstrated to you before the close of 
this great gathering. We have a family of about one hundred and seventy-five 
preachers; that is, I mean to say, we all have the same family trait. We are 
all good-looking, and all like yellow-legged chicken. [|Laughter.] I have 
heard it said that Methodist preachers like yellow-legged chicken and that 
United Brethren preachers like just chicken. That is not true of Kansas 
United Brethren preachers. They stand for yellow-legged chicken, and the 
yellower the better; and, what is more, they represent a type of laity who 
know just how to raise these choice birds of these preachers’ delight. 

I am sure I voice the sentiment of the splendid membership when I 
say that our hearts are open to you and our homes as well. You are here 
from the North, the Hast, the West, and the South; from Virginia and Flor- 
ida and Montana and Oregon; from Africa, China, Japan, the Philippine 
Islands, and Porto Rico; laymen as well as preachers, with one common 
purpose and under one flag, the ensign of our liberty from the thralldom of 
sin, the cross of Jesus Christ. These days will be days of privilege to us all. 

We would like to make some of you brethren so homesick for Kansas 
that you wouldn’t feel real good anywhere else. If any of you are looking for 
a good, big job where there is plenty of work and a large horizon, Kansas 
is noted for her horizon, and a chance to spread yourselves, our doors are 
open. 

Some time ago, while riding across the country at the rate of abouvr 
forty miles an hour with one of our energetic laymen in his big Super-Six, 
my friend ventured this reflection upon the speed with which things were 
running these days: he said that if some Rip Van Winkle, who had fallen 
asleep twenty-five years ago, was suddenly awakened and found himself 
looking down the macadamized roads towards one of our cities in the evening 
when numbers of machines were coming with their beacon lights and running 
at the rate of thirty or forty miles an hour, he would think that the chariots 
of Israel were sure enough coming. = 

It may be that the church is hardly keeping pace with this rapid gait. 
But if not quite as fast, the least that can be said, she is going some, she 
is going some. As the man in Oklahoma said, ‘Kansas didn’t have cyclones 
any more.” Laughter. | 

We are just fairly getting a start in this conference. You good down. 
Hasterners have helped us out quite a good deal by sending us some of your 
splendid Eastern laymen and an occasional preacher, and the most of those 
are royal good fellows, and I want you to know that we appreciate them. It 
these are just samples—Brubaker and Harnish and Hartman—then send us 
some more like the samples. We are just getting a start with 146 Sabbath 
schools enrolling more than 24,000 pupils, 190 Christian Endeavor locals with 
more than 6,000 members, 130 pastoral churches with 19,000 members, Young 
Women’s, Otterbein Brotherhoods, and Woman’s Missionary Association 
Locals, all doing effective work for the promotion of the kingdom of Jesus 
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Peni We have just gotten a good start, and have forgotten the other word, 
Halt 

Perhaps you have heard that story—no doubt the most of you have—of 
that colored man, a hack driver; a traveling man asked him to take him 
quickly to the station, if he could take him there in time for the train. -He 
had but a few moments, and the colored man said, “I don’t know, sir, boss; 
this am a cavalry horse and he is pretty old.” “A cavalry horse? Oh; let 
. me have the lines, will you please, sir?” and the colored man handed him 
the lines. He said, “Charge!” and the old gray went down across the streets 
at lightning speed, and in a few moments they arrived at the station. He 
said, “Halt,’ and Old Gray stopped immediately, and the traveling man 
grabbed his bags and ran for the train in plenty of time. Days went by and 
another traveling man found himself in the same predicament, and asked 
the colored man if he could take him to the station on time, and he said, 
“Boss, get in.” The man climbed in, and he said, “Charge,” and Old Gray 
started across the streets with the same pace as he had gone before, and 
soon they came to the station, and the old colored man showed some signs 
of excitement and said finally, “Boss, you will have to slide out the hind end 
the best you can. I have forgotten the other word.” 

So we have forgotten the other word in Kansas. We are just going on, 
and we bid you welcome, thrice welcome. [Great applause. ] 


Tue PRESIDENT. We will now be favored with music by the quartet. 
The Price Quartet then favored the Conference with another song, which 
met with hearty applause. i 
Tur PRESIDENT. I have now the pleasure of introducing the commander- 
in-chief of the forces of the Southwest District, your own Bishop, C. J. 
Kephart. 
Bishop Kephart’s address was as follows: 


Mr.. CHAIRMAN, BRETHREN AND SISTERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CONFERENCE: 
Bishop Weekley asked this evening, “How long are you men going to talk 
out there?” I told him that I thought I could get through in an hour. If I 
got a real good start, as was told about a while ago, it might be an hour 
and a half, but I hope you will be easy about it. The housewife said to 
Bridget, “Is it after eight yet?” She replied, ‘“Missus, it is after it all right, 
but it hasn’t got there yet; you have five minutes to travel yet.’ So I will 
take five minutes to travel. Maybe I will get through in that time. 

I am very glad to welcome you here in behalf of the people of the South- 
west. I am sure I can say to you that you have come to a people in the 
Southwest District than whom you will find none more ready to give you a 
hearty welcome in every relation as to Christian life and Christian service. 
You are invited and have come to a great section of the country. I cannot 
enumerate its characteristics, 1 am sure. If you want to see the great farms, 
if you want to look upon the great industry of agriculture, travel east or 
west, north or south, hundreds of miles in every direction, and you will be 
bountifully satisfied. Would you look upon the oil regions, travel east in 
Kansas or south in Oklahoma and be satisfied in that respect. Would you 
look at the great rice fields and the cane plantations, go farther south into 
Louisiana. Would you satisfy yourself with the beauty of scenery, go west- 
ward to the towering Rockies and look upon the beauties of nature as God 
Almighty has presented them there. Feast your eyes in every direction upon 
all that God has made, great and beautiful, as you find it here in this great 
Southwest. t pate 

But the greatness of the country here is not in its natural beauty but 
in the splendor of its people. If you would learn of them, in that relation, 
study the schools, from the public schools through the high schools to the 
State institutions and your denominational institutions, and rejoice in the 
fact of wide-spread intelligence, not only in Kansas but in other parts of the 
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territory as well. Would you learn of the religious temper of the people, then 
study the churches in their multiplied forms of activity and evidences of 
devotion to God and Jesus Christ. Would you know the heart of the people, 
go into their homes and see them there as in the simplicity of home life 
they live in the enjoyment of these blessings of God. And they welcome you 
to their homes—homes indeed, homes that you are not invited any more to 
look in upon them, as in years ago, as denizens of the wild and woolly West. 
It is no longer the wild and woolly West. It is the center of refinement, in . 
large part, of the great United States of America. For all that is worth 
while of refinement in the Hast and all that embellishes life, all of that has 
been transferred here, and we are living at the very heart throb of the great 
nation to which you and I belong and in whose stability we so greatly rejoice. 
it is sad indeed that, as you come to this occasion at this time, you come 
under the shadow of the gloom of a great world war. Our hearts are all 
depressed by it; but allow me to assure you this evening that, as you come 
to this Southwest territory, you come in the midst of a people whose hearts 
beat as true for liberty and for the old flag and for our country and for 
liberty world-wide, as they do anywhere. [Applause.] And you are welcome 
to the homes of genuine Americans, true as steel, in behalf of all that God 
has taught and given for liberty and freedom to the nations. 

So, in behalf of these people, I certainly welcome you—from Nebraska, 
from Colorado, from Missouri, from New Mexico, from Kansas, from Okla- 
homa, from Arizona, our people all in their representation as here repre- 
sented, they reach out their hands with hearty welcome, and say: “We are 
glad to have you come with us. We are here in the midst of a great task. 
We are seeking to establish and promote and extend the reign and kingdom 
of Jesus Christ.” 

We have put out the liquor traffic in Kansas and Nebraska and in 
Colorado and in Oklahoma, it has been dealt with in all of them, and Mis- 
souri is fast taking steps, with perhaps eighty to ninety per cent: of her 
territory dry. Louisiana has done some work. We have passed through this 
task in great part, and it is upon us to do not only that but to establish the 
Church that we love, gathering in vast numbers into the fold. And we have 
plenty to do; we are in the midst of a tremendous task; and if you are 
interested in the kingdom of Jesus Christ and interested in the Church that 
we love, reach out your hands and help us as we engage in this task with 
the whole zeal, with the whole-heartedness with which the people of the 
Southwest welcome you to their houses, to their city, and all that they have 
to give. May God bless you and keep you. [Great applause. | 


THE PREsipenrT, The Ministerial Association of the city asked to have 
part in this reception, and through their representative, the Rev. Doctor 
Brown of the Baptist Church, they are going to speak to us. I am going 
to move in the morning that we make these brethren full-fledged United 
Brethren in this conference, every one. [Applause.] We want to take you 
right in, Doctor Brown. I have great pleasure in presenting Dr. Guy L. 
Brown. I think it would be good for us to stand and receive this brother 
as a representative of the religious forces of the city. 

The Conference stood and applauded. 

Dr. Guy L. Brown’s address was as follows: 


Mr. BISHOP AND MEMBERS OF THIS GENERAL CONFERENCE: I remember a 
little article that I read a few weeks ago in some magazine about a new 
malady which is visiting some people in America, developing a new disease 
known as the telephone ear. In short, this disease is an affection that comes 
to the ear which is compelled to listen to too much talk. [Laughter.] Four 
addresses of welcome in one night threaten the telephone ear, I fear, but 
inasmuch as this is an unusual occasion for your denomination, calling you 
together once in four years, perhaps you can survive the Shock. And if you 
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listen to me for just a little while, I want to bring you a double-barreled 
imessage—not that I am going to talk twice as long as these other brethren 
have talked [laughter], but I want to bring you a message from the Minis- 
terial Alliance of Wichita, and I want to bring you a message from the city 
of Wichita, speaking in behalf of the mayor, who is out of the city and who 
has asked me to speak for him, and I want to do it all in about eight min- 
utes. First, I want to bring you a very cordial welcome from the Minis- 
terial Alliance of this city, representing the congregations of forty-two 
churches with a membership of over twelve thousand, and, Bishop, we are 
united brethren, now. [Laughter and applause.] We shall be glad to accept 
the invitation which you give and become advisory members with you in 
this great gathering; for we are united brethren. I have lived in many cities 
and-I have’ never lived in a city where the ministers and churches are 
moving so unitedly as here. There are no visible marks of distinction. We 
are one body in Jesus Christ. We are united brethren. You have heard of 
the old lady who was asked about the religious condition in her community, 
and she said, “Our church is getting along fairly well, with four other 
churches in the community to contend with.” |Laughter.] Where that 
spirit prevails, there is always trouble. There is always a standstill in 
religious work where the other spirit prevails. The spirit that prevails here 
produces a community and a condition into which it is well to come with a 
gathering like this. Therefore, as a united church in this great city of ours, 
we extend to you a hearty welcome to all we have to offer. 

We think there are certain conditions, gentlemen—-ladies and gentlemen 
(excuse me)—which makes this a splendid city in which to gather on an 
occasion like this. The great work which was accomplished by the famous 
gospel-team movement which started in Wichita, you have all heard about; 
it has left an influence here city wide. It has just filled this city with its 
influence, and makes it easier for me to welcome you to it. We are inclined 
to feel you will leave with us something worth having, and we are glad that 
you are here. We welcome you to the city which has seventy-five thousand 
people, which for its size has more fine church buildings than any other city 
in the United States—not gorgeous temples, but more fine church buildings 
for its size than any other city in the country. We welcome you to all of 
them, glad to have you come into every church we have. We welcome you 
with a fraternal spirit of Christian praise in Jesus Christ, and we hope that 
you will feel, while you are here, that Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Disciple, Congregationalist, and every other “ist,” are with you for the glory 
of God and the extension of the kingdom of Jesus Christ for which you stand. 
Therefore, as president of the Ministerial Alliance of this city, I extend to you 
a most cordial welcome to our midst. 

I want to speak now in place of the mayor for just a few minutes. 
I want to pretend that I am the mayor of the city of Wichita—which I am 
not, of course [applause]—and I want to extend a very hearty welcome 
to you to our city. A great deal has been said about our city, but not half 
enough. Now, I have lived all my life in the East. I have only been out 
here a little more than two years. I have lived east of the Allegheny Moun- 
tains. To me, western Pennsylvania was West. This is my zodiac here. 
I have not gotten any farther—well, I will take it back; I have been to 
Dodge City. But I will tell you { am a Westerner clear through. I wouldn’t 
go back Hast again unless I had to go back. [Applause.] A man is not to 
blame for being born east of the Mississippi River, but he is to blame for 
staying there. [ Applause. ] 

T wish I had the time—I have the disposition, all right—I wish I had 
the time to expatiate a little—is that the right word, Bishop?—about Wichita; 
but I will forego that disposition. Enough has been said about it—that is, 
not enough, but perhaps enough considering the time. I don’t want to get 
in bad with you, but I just want to tell you that we have a great city, a city 
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of seventy-five thousand people, and a development last year of more than 
twelve thousand, and it is growing by leaps and bounds. If we had the 
nousing facilities here now, there is not the slightest doubt but that within 
twelve months we would have one hundred thousand people here. It is 
simply marvelous. I have never seen anything like it. Why should it be 
otherwise? We have an organization that is unparalleled, I think, anywhere 
in the Southwest. Not only that, we have great surface wealth and mineral 
wealth; but I shall have to stop on that score, because I remember the 
experience of a man out in Arizona; I refer to a man who lived in a village 
of about five hundred, who saw great possibilities in the village, and 
to every stranger that came into the town he was telling all about the 
possibilities of the village. And a traveling man was endeavoring to sell 
him some goods; he began opening up his grips, but the man to whom he 
was trying to sell was a booster, and he wouldn’t listen, but began telling 
about his town, and asked the gentleman if he had discovered the possi- 
bilities of this town. He said: “Stranger, we have got the greatest town 
here in America. They talk about San Francisco; they talk about Seattle. 
All we lack here to produce a second Seattle, a second San Francisco, is an 
ocean front.” “Well, now, just wait a minute [laughter],”’ he said; “that is 
dead easy. If you will put a pipeline from this town over the mountains into 
the Pacific and suck as hard as you blow, you will have the ocean over 
here.” [Laughter.] That is not my disposition in regard to our town, but 
we have really a great town here, and we welcome you to it. 

I am just a little sorry, Brother Inman, that this Conference didn’t come 
a year hence. There is one thing in Wichita that I am ashamed of, and that 
is our hotel accommodations. But then Mr. Inman told you we were less 
than half a century old, and of course we cannot produce very much better 
than this in half a century, than what we are doing now. If you would 
have come next year instead of this year, you would have found at the corner 
of Market and First streets a hotel ten stories high, the finest thing any- 
where west of Kansas City. [Laughter.] Such as we have we offer to you, 
brothers and sisters, and, Mr. Bishop, in behalf of the mayor of this city, 
I hand over to you—no, I have not got it with me—I hand over to you, sir, 
the key to this city. What we have is yours. [Great applause. | 


THE PRESIDENT. It is proposed that we have music at this time, and the 
choir will sing an anthem. 

The choir then sang, “Sons of the Mighty.” [ Applause. ] 

THE PRESIDENT, About three years ago, my fellow townsman, James 
Whitcomb Riley, with his great friend George Adé, were honored guests at 
a banquet in Chicago. Mr. Ade was responding to the toast on the distinction 
between sight and vision. He made but little progress for the first fifteen min- 
utes, and his friend stopped him and said: “George, the whole matter is 
becoming more cloudy. Give us a concrete expression or illustration of the 
difference between sight and vision.” “Well,” he said, “Riley, it is this way: 
You remember, some weeks ago, when we were walking with those ladies in 
the park; the girl that I was with was a vision, but the girl that was with you 
was a sight.” . [Laughter.] Now, in the judgment or minds of these great 
Western orators, the difference between the East and West is the difference 
between sight and vision. The men who made this program knew what was 
coming. They knew the task that would confront those men who were to 
respond to these addresses of welcome, and they selected men equal to the 
ocasion. I have the honor of presenting to you Bishop Weekley at this time 
to respond to these wonderful addresses. Bishop Weekley. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. It is now by my watch just five minutes until bea- 
time. Doctor Shannon is here to speak for the ministers and Congressman 
Kreider to speak for the laymen; and go I feel that I must surrender my 
time to those brethren. I wish to be excused under the circumstances, and 
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I will be heard at other times during the Conference, and I want to hear 
these men, and so do you. Doctor Shannon will speak tor the ministers 
and Congressman Kreider tor the iay delegates present. [Applause. | 

THE PRESIDENT. It is a great pleasure, and indeed a great honor, to 
present 10 you now our distinguished triend. We gladly honor him because 
ot what he is in himself and because of what he represents—the Representa- 
tive of the Highteenth Congressional District in the Congress of the 
United States, and in my judgment the most sensible speech that has been 
made in the past months in the Congress was made by Mr. Kreider a week 
ago last Saturday. We will now listen to Congressman Kreider, of Penn- 
sylvania. |Applause. ] 

The address of Hon. A. S. Kreider was as follows: 


Mr. CHAIRMAN, LapigeSs AND GENTLEMEN, AND FRigenps: I hardly know 
what I shall say or how ft shall find words to express my gratitude—and 
I know I speak for every lay delegate that is here—to the men who have 
received us so kindly and have cared for us so well. [ can only say that | 
thank you for the hospitality you have extended to us. 

We have heard a great deal of Kansas. We have heard a great deal of 
Wichita. And I am sure we can say, with the queen of Sheba, that the half 
has not been told. I am also, as has been said here, a great friend of the 
West. I like the spirit. I like that optimistic spirit, always looking for 
the best. And that reminds me of a little story I heard some time ago. 
A friend was relating that he was present—happened to be in San Francisco 
—at the time of the earthquake, and he was relating his terrible experiences, 
that horrible affair and the fire that followed, and one thing and another, 
and when he was about through he said, “And do you know, gentlemen, afte 
all, I get a great deal of satisfaction out of it.’ “Why, how was that?” “Why, 
he said, “I will tell you. I have been married seventeen years, and this is 
tne first thing my wife didn’t blame on me.’ |Applause. | 

Now, I like that spirit. I like that hospitable spirit that has been shown 
to us. And speaking of hospitality reminds me of a story that I heard about 
a Southern negro woman who had been a slave in South Carolina and she was 
the nurse of a young man. He grew up, went into the city, engaged in busi- 
ness, and was successful, and he thought he would come back. When the old 

_Aunt Mary (as they called her) heard he was there, she went in to see him. 
She loved him deeply and she asked him whether he would not come up 
and stay with her over night. Well, he was awful anxious to go, but he was 
afraid that his coming there would put her to great inconvenience; she might 
probably try to cook a meal or prepare a meal which she could not afford. 
so he said, “Aunt Mary, I will come with you if you will promise me one 
thing.” “Well,” she said, “what is that, Massa George? I will promise you.” 
“You will not cook anything for me except corn bread and give me some 
black molasses.” “Why,” she says, “bless the Lord, Massa George, that is the 
only thing we have got in the house.” So he got what he wanted. He was 
taken up with that friendly spirit. And that is what we have in Wichita. 

As has been remarked, I have some little duties in another line. I don’t 
aspire to statesmanship, but here the other day in talking over a few things 
in Congress, I said to one of my colleagues, “Tf it were in my power, I believe 
I would swap the Philippine Islands for Ireland.” “What do you mean by 
that? What would you do with it?” I said, “If we would do that, we could 
at least raise cur own policemen for New York City.” [Applause. ] 

Well, now it seems to me I ought to say something, but you know again 
J am reminded of a story. I know you have heard it many times, but it is 
so apropos to this occasion. You will remember a time when several English- 
men were over in this country, and I suppose they were out on the plains of 
Kansas in the early days. You have heard something about buffaloes. Among 
others, they found a splendid guide among the cowboys, and became well 
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acquainted with him, and when they left they urged him that if he ever went 
to England, by all means he must look them up and call on them. Well, he 
made the promise, and so then, as now, when a cowboy promises anything 
he is going to do it, although at that time he had no idea of ever going to 
England; but in the course of time, Buffalo Bill organized his Wild West 
show, and he was one of the riders that went to England. When he got 
there, he thought he would make it his business to look up his friends, which 
he did. They were greatly pleased to see him, and they had a dinner in his 
honor. At this dinner were some of the nobility, and as a special honor to him 
they urged that he should escort a princess to the dining room. They intro- 
duced him, and he looked at her and walked into the dining room with her, 
and he said, “My lady, I suppose I ought to say something to you, but I don’t 
know what I am to say to a princess except that you look pretty good to me.” - 
And that is the way here—you look pretty good to me. I don’t know what 
to say except that I have heard a great deal of Kansas. Now, I, too, come 
from a State that has a little bit of history. You know, Pennsylvania started 
out right at the beginning. [Laughter.] I come from a State whose citizens 
are extremely modest but who would have every reason to be proud an 
might well boast of the splendid history of our State—her present importance 
and future greatness. Pennsylvania has to her credit, at the very beginning 
of her history, a practical demonstration of honesty and self-respect un- 
equalled in history. The treaty entered into by William Penn under the 
spreading oak, which was never “sworn to” and was never broken, stands 
for all time as a monument of a square dealing as well as honesty of purpose. 

Pennsylvania certainly occupies a most prominent position in the history 
of this nation. The immortal document, the Declaration of Independence, 
was written in Pennsylvania. It was also signed in Pennsylvania. It was 
also adopted in the State of Pennsylvania. The first Congress of the United 
States was convened in the State of Pennsylvania and was presided over 
by a Pennsylvanian. The Revolutionary War was largely financed by Penn- 
sylvania. That grand old bell which sent forth its peals in behalf of inde- 
pendence and liberty was rung on the soil of Pennsylvania. It is those peals 
which are still ringing in the minds and hearts of every patriotic American 
citizen. The first Bible printed in America was printed in the State of 
Pennsylvania. It was a Pennsylvanian that translated the Bible into seven 
different languages. Pennsylvania was a seat of learning and printing in the 
early days and at. one time published more newspapers than were printed 
elsewhere in the thirteen colonies. 

The people of Pennsylvania have always been a liberty-loving people and 
long before the first shots were fired at Concord or Bunker Hill the Penn- 
sylvanians were ready to assert their independence; and when the time 
came, they flocked to General Washington and swelled his ranks, and, owing 
to their military experiences in the old country, greatly assisted in organiz- 
ing the army under his command. Let it be remembered that there were 
no Tories among the Pennsylvanians. When after the most strenuous war- 
fare General Washington was looking for a place where he might rest in 
safety with his half-starved and half-clothed army, he sought refuge on the 
soil of Pennsylvania, and there the people of my State fed, clothed, and nour- 
ished during the long winter months the weary and worn-out army and 
restored it to its former strength and vigor. 

Again, the opposition to slavery manifested itself in Pennsylvania long 
before the days of ’61. Lincoln’s propaganda for the freedom of the slaves 
found ready response in Pennsylvania. It was the delegation from Penn- 
Sylvania going to the convention ‘in Chicago in 1860 that insisted upon the 
nomination of Abraham Lincoln as the standard-bearer, representing the 
cause in which they were interested. After his election, President-elect 
Lincoln was invited by the legislature of Pennsylvania to deliver an address, 
which he did on his way to Washington, on the afternoon of the twenty-second 
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day of February, 1861. On this memorable occasion, there was carried by 
the veterans of the War of 1812 and raised to the dome of the Capitol, the 
flag of the nation, and in response to the address which President Lincoln 
had delivered, Governor Curtin closed with these memorable words: 

: “You have seen, sir, this day the flag of this nation raised and unfurled 
from the dome of the Capitol, borne there in the arms of those who defended 
it when defense was necessary. .-Examine it and you will find no star and 
no stripe erased. When you go to Washington and take charge of the affairs 
of this nation, we hope and pray that you may be able to reconcile the 
unhappy differences now existing and confronting us. But if, unhappily, this 
should prove impossible, then examine our history, study our traditions; 
here are the men who will defend you and will uphold you, the Constitution, 
and the laws of the nation.” 

On the fifteenth of April came the call for volunteers, and two days 
later the Pennsylvania boys were on their way to Washington and were the 
first soldiers to arrive in Washington in defense of the Union. 

So I might go on indefinitely calling attention to the achievements of 
the people of my State, but time will not permit. I simply want to call your 
attention to one more fact and that is that the great battle which broke the 
backbone of the Confederacy, in which the best blood of the nation flowed 
so freely to preserve the Union, was fought on the soil of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and its commander, to whom in my judgment proper credit has 
never been given, was one of the gallant sons of Pennsylvania, the immortal 
General Mead. 

Such splendid history and record of achievements is but the silent testi- 
mony of a people who practiced and believed in high and exalted thinking 
and in a lowly and humble living. Our forefathers came to Pennsylvania in 
large numbers in order to escape political and religious persecutors in other 
lands. They came so that they might worship God in truth and simplicity 
according to the dictates of their own conscience. And it was these people 
who were the founders and promoters of the United Brethren Church. 

We are frequently referred to as the Pennsylvania Dutch, and sometimes 
with a tinge of sarcasm; but somehow or other I am rather proud of the 
name, for back of that name is a record of honesty, thrift, and reliability of 
which we may well feel proud. I am not so much interested as to the kind 
of clothes my forefathers wore; I care not what the cut of the bonnet was 
which my grandmother wore; neither do I care whether my grandfather 
wore patent-leather shoes or whether he wore linen or paper collars, or no 
collars at all. I am satisfied to know that they were honest, God-fearing, 
Christian men and women. They may perhaps not have been able to clothe 
their conversation in classical phraseology, but I am glad to know that their 
word was as good as their bond. I am pleased to know that when they came 
to this country and settled on the hills and in the valleys of Pennsylvania, 
that their first consideration was the schoolhouse and the church. They were 
a people who believed that the Bible was the Word of God, and that therein - 
was revealed the will of God. This they followed implicitly and faithfully. 
They were fearless, brave, and courageous, possessing in a large degree 
the very qualifications now so painfully lacking in this day and age. 

Because of the present European conflict, a war of unheard-of propor- 
tions and surpassing in fierceness and brutality any and all previous wars, 
and because this war is being waged by so-called Christian nations, some 
weak, unthinking people have declared that Christianity is being put to the 
test. They have pointed to the fact that, notwithstanding all of our Chris- 
‘tian teachings and boasted Christianity, we have been plunged into this 
most cruel, dreadful, and destructive of all wars. These people forget that 
it is only because the nations at war have rejected the teachings of Christ 
and refused to obey his commands, that war became possible. Had the 
nations followed the teachings of Christ, there would be no war now and 
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none hereafter. If Christianity is to be put to the test, comparison must be 
made between the nations or the individuals that obey and follow the teach- 
ing of the Bible with the one that does not. We cannot take the nation or 
the individual that rejects the teachings and refuses to obey the orders and 
then,-when they fail, say the failure is due to the teachings which were. 
never followed. 

Let us see what some of those orders or commands are that were given 
by the Savior. For instance, he says, “A new commandment I give unto you: 
that ye love one ancther; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
Again, he says: “This is my commandment, that ye love one another as 
I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this: that a man lay down 
his life for his friend.’ Now, as a matter of fact, none of the warring nations 
was asked to give its life for its friends. They were only asked that they 
give to their friends and each other half-decent treatment. Had they done 
this, war would have been avoided with all its horrors, suffering, and 
devastation. What we need to-day, is that the people of the nations and of 
the earth become acquainted with the teachings and the truths that are 
contained in the Word of God. If these truths were more generally known, 
it seems to me they would be more generally accepted and practiced; for, as 
has often been said, “A man can only see in a thing what he knows abcut it.” 
I have been told that the teachings of the Bible would never do as a guide- 
book or a statute-book for the United States or nations of the earth. Breth- 
ren, I would like to see it tried. I would like to see every individual practice 
those principles in their daily life. I would like to see every State legislature 
draft its legislation in harmony with those teachings. I would like to see 
the Congress of the United States frame its legislation in accordance with 
the Word of God. I would like to see all nations frame their legislation like- 
wise. Then I would like to see the laws administered in the same spirit of 
harmony and love which the Bible teaches. Do you think for a moment, 
or does any sane man think, that if this were done we would have to-day 
a condition in Europe which fills immense hospitals to overflowing with” 
wounded and mangled human beings, the noblest creation of Ged? Would 
there be the pallid face of the soldier boy, murmuring the word “Mother” 
as his life comes to an untimely end and his soul wings its flight to God? 
Would there be whole countries filled with widows and orphans starving 
to death? 

Say, brethren, Christianity is not a failure; but this war proves con- 
clusively and history proves that government based on anything else is a 
failure. Would to God that I had the eloquence and power to picture to you, 
yea, to the whole world, the unspeakable and untold horrors, the miseries, 
the sorrows, the devastation, the suffering, the fumine, caused by this war— 
all of which are due to the ignoring of the teaching of the Word of Gcd; 
and, oh, if I could then draw a picture right aside of it of the love, the peace, 
_joy, and happiness that would result if the Word of God were accepted by 
the people and the nations of the earth! It seems I can see Christ in his seat 
on high, weeping for the nations as he did when on earth, when he beheld 
Jerusalem and said, ‘“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, . . . how often would I 
have gathered thy children together . . . and ye would not.” 

Should any Christian be discouraged? Should the church lag in her 
efforts? Should she falter? Shouid she hesitate? Should she lie down. or 
go easy until the war is over? No, no. Now, as never before, is the picture 
being painted true in actual life; now, as never before, should the gospel 
truths be presented and their acceptance urged. 

Let this Conference take no uncertain or half-way position in this matter, 
but rather let us perfect our organizations into an actual working machine 
in order to present to the world the Bible, infallible, divine, and perfect, as 
the model for legislative action for not only this but every nation on earth. 
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If we do this, the nations of the earth will rejoice and call us blessed. 1 
thank you. [Applause.] 


THE PRESIDENT. Now, I am sure we are not tired. We feel a little as 
the Bishop did, that we would like to build a few memorial parsonages and 
stay here for a time. Now, we are to have one more speech, and the man 
who is to bring this last message never fails. Doctor Shannon seems to 
have a reserve force that makes him strong to meet any and every emergency. 
Llive with him. He is my most intimate associate in work. I know him so 
well, and I know what you are going to hear. Doctor Shannon—I will not 
keep you waiting a minute. 

Dr. J. E. Shannon, of White River Conference, spoke as follows: 


If the ministerial brethren whose response I was to bring will allow it, 
let’s not have a speech. I think we ought not. I think these brethren don’t 
want me to bear their response at this time. [Voices, Hear, hear, hear! ] 
i was asked to speak ten minutes in response to the speech by the pastor 
of this church and the mayor of the city, the superintendent of the district 
or conference, whichever it is, and the Bishop of the district—to do all that 
for one hundred and twenty-five preachers representing three hundred and 
sixty thousand people, and get it all done up in satisfactory shape in ten 
minutes. 

Undoubtedly, if the chairman of this meeting was on the committee that 
made this program, the words that he has just said must be unquestionable, 
or they had an unlimited amount of confidence in me. I never had more 
clean sailing marked out for me to make a ten-minute speech in forty min- 
utes than I have right now, because the way has been opened up so thor- 
oughly. We know all about this local church, and all about the district that 
-the superintendent travels over, or whatever it is that he does superintend, 
and we know all about Kansas and Pennsylvania [laughter], and Ireland 
[applause]. But I will tell you what I was expecting that I didn’t hear,. 
and that is what opens the gate so wide for me to-night. I was expecting 
these people to tell the ministers and others of this General Conference why 
they welcomed us. I always heard that before at other places wherever 
I went—because you are “this and this, and this is why we welcome you.” 
There hasn’t been a single compliment passed on us preachers yet [applause } 
and I am coming to the platform for such a task as that. 

We accept the welcome from this local church, because the best laymen 
in this denomination are the ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. They 
are the best lay members in the great congregational outfit. There is no 
question about that. The reason they are not saying anything is because 
their modesty forbids it. There are no truer members of the church than 
the ministers of the gospel, and I am one of the ministers that wants to call 
upon all of our ministers to quit apologizing for our existence and quit 
apologizing for the profession and quit telling our hardships in the presence 
of the boys and the young men of the communities in which we are. [Ap- 
plause.]| We belong to the only high-tone class of people that there are 
between the starry arch above our heads and the foundation of the sward 
beneath our feet. We belong to the autocracy and have no apology to make to 
anybody on the face of the earth. Our Leader, the matchless, inimitable 
Son of God, never changed a sentence that he ever uttered. He never apolo- 
gized for anything that he ever did. His life was the most radical life that 
ever plowed a furrow through the field of time, and he has asked us to 
follow him. We, as ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ—for I am to 
respond for these ministers—claim to be properly related to the Church to 
which we belong; and I will say, Mr. Conference Superintendent, that we also 

claim to be properly related to the conferences to which we belong. We 
properly articulate in that body and are not subordinates—all one body we, 
trying to do the same things in the same way. And I may say to the Bishop 
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that we claim to be properly articulated in the body of the Bishop’s district, 
or of the entire denomination. I am speaking of the ministers of the gospel 
of the Son of God, which gospel is the dynamic of God unto the salvation 
of ali who believe. 

We are glad to be welcomed to your homes, the homes of your parishion- 
ers and of your friends, even in the other denominations, because we claim to 
be properly related to them, properly articulated in the body of Christ on 
earth. But above all, and what makes this all very easy, is the fact that 
my brethren in the gospel ministry are properly articulated in the body of 
Christ equally and also properly related to Jesus Christ, to the world pro- 
gram, and that makes all these small affairs comparatively easy. 

We are glad to be welcomed to your homes with beds as soft as eider- 
down. But we cannot escape noticing the fact to-night that our Leader had 
no home, but they borrowed space in a stable for his birth. Other children 
had been born in Bethlehem, but no star was ever taken out of its course 
or any special star created, if that was the way, to guide any pilgrims to the 
place where they could be found; and no choir ever came down from the 
amaranthine domes of spotless beauty and perfect peace to announce the 
birth of a child on the face of the earth before. It is said that, after a day 
of toil, healing the sick, bathing and cooling fevered brows and aching 
hearts and fevered pillows, it is said of the disciples that every Man went 
to his own house, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Why not to his own 
house? Why not? Some man said one day: “We are willing to follow you, 
but what will we get out of it? What is there in it for us?” “Well,” he 
said, “the foxes—the foxes, all of which you would kill at a single stroke 
if you could—the foxes have burrows in the ground that they call homes 
into which they may run and in which they may lie down and rest quietly 
and calmly notwithstanding the baying of the hounds at the entrance to 
the den; the foxes have holes. The little birds that belong to nobody, the 
-birds for whom nobody has a care, that nobody feeds, have nests in the trees, 
in which they can tuck their heads under their wings and sleep—the birds 
have homes. But the Son of God—ihe Son of man—has neither a burrow in 
the ground nor a nest in the trees—no place to lay his head. Do you want 
to follow me?” : 

You have welcomed these one hundred and twenty-five ministerial dele- 
gates, and I will say that none of us have needed to know the power of large 
fortunes, but some of us have known the sweetness of the cross that enabled 
us to stand beside an empty flour barrel [applause], and some of us know 
of the faith that has enabled us to stand by the side of the poor of God, and 
with an empty purse with the hand right on the door of the cupboard and 
the empty flour barrel, believing in some way that God will provide. [Voice 
Bless his name! ] ; 

I came to represent the ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for whom 
by all classes of people high standards have been raised. But we are not 
embarrassed by the high standard of the finicky church member or the man 
who is not a church member, for our Leader has put the standard so high 
above them all, towards which the ears of our soul never fail to attend 
for the standards of our imperfections do not embarrass us He 
stands and looks in our direction and talks to the ministers of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and he says, “As my father sent me, so I send you”; and 
I say to you men who have welcomed us cordially, that we are here not to 
misrepresent Jesus Christ [voices, That is good], but we are here to repre- 
sent him in the words of our mouth and in the meditation of our heart and 
in the objective activities of our very life. 

We are glad to be welcomed to your great commonwealth. First, I say 
to you, God bless the American spirit. We are companions of the battle- 
scarred soldier of the cross, who said to some of his friends when they 
picked out his clothing and wept on his shoulder, “Do you mean to strip me 
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and break my heart?” Now, he was going to the city to receive no such a 
welcome, however, as we are receiving here, “but I know that in every city 
bonds and afflictions abide me. Don’t cry over me. I am ready, not simply 
to be bound at Jerusalem, I am ready to die for the cross of God.” We are 
his companions to-night in the line of apostolic succession. We are glad to 
be welcomed by your great commonwealth, and I am sure, however, that these 
professors in the seminaries and ‘colleges will not criticize me openly if I Say 
that to-night we come to you as ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
say that our citizenship—that is allowable, isn’t it?—is in heaven. Our 
commonwealth is in another world—God bless your soul—and we are citizens 
of another country. Ii am willing to listen to men sing, and help them, if I 
can, sing “My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty,’ but we ministers 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who are here in this Conference in this great 
commonwealth, have taken out naturalization papers in the other kingdom. 
They have been signed by the blood that flowed from the pierced hand of 
the heavenly chirographer, and all that the chemists’ ingenuity can invent 
cannot erase our names from there, where they are enrolled beyond in the 
book of life. We are strangers here, and we have made up our minds that 
the more nearly we live like Jesus Christ in this world as ministers for him, 
the more nearly the world will treat us like it treated him. 

But another sweet, thought that accompanies that, is that it makes us 
so that we can treat the world like he treated it. Our citizenship is in 
heaven, from whence we look for the Lord of glory; and some sweet, beautiful 
Haster morning, when Jesus Christ comes, the sea shall give up her dead 
and the old earth will perhaps, if I may use the figure, if it is not a reality, 
will give up the slumbering dust, and from our point of prominence and 
eminence in the sky with the King of kings and the Lord of lords, in the 
great conference of the redeemed hosts of God-in the air, may look down upon 
the old earth and say, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? You said you would take our Bisheps and you would lock them 
in the grave and you would destroy the onward march of the Christian army. 
You said you would take our choirs and our choruses and our conference 
superintendents and our pastors and loyal laymen and lock them up in the 
grave.’ We will see how, from our place in the skies, that the Christ of God 
said, upon this rock—that he is the Son of God—he built his church; and the 
gates of the grave, or hell (whichever way you want to put it), shall never 
prevail against the church. “O grave, where is thy victory?’ We are two- 
world people, I say to you; and we will say, “Where is your victory?” Thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Tue PrResipeNT. I am sure that the program would have been incom- 
plete without that address. vey ; 

BisHor Bety. Will you suffer a question of privilege, which I am sure 
will have unanimous action, for a telegram to one who would have loved to 
have been here and whose absence we deplore? We would like to have a 
message on his table to-morrow morning. For twelve years, since [ have 
been in that region, he has been a St. John the Divine, and his home and 
hospitality have always been of such great inspiration to me, that I would 
like to move this telegram be sent to Bishop Castle: 


ne . CastLe, Philomath, Oregon. 

Re oak is our great loss. We send the full love of all our hearts 
to you. We congratulate you on rounding out a remarkable career of forty 
years as Bishop in our Church, and we pray God to continue to nourish your 
life in your hospitable home that overlooks Oregon’s most beautiful and 


fertile valley.” 
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I would like to move, sir, that this telegram be signed by Bishop 
Mathews, who presided to-day, and Doctor Lyter, as secretary, and that it 
go as a night-letter to-night. 

Said motion was seconded. 

Tue PResipent. I think you want to stand in the adoption of this paper. 
There is but one heart here as we face this mction, and that heart loves 
Bishop Castle. You who favor the motion will please stand. [All stood. } 
Just remain standing for a moment. We will omit further singing. Just 
this single word: We are not here for pleasure; we are here for a high 
and holy mission. The problem that will confront us during these days is 
the question whether the General Conference will, in interpreting its own life 
in the spirit, go to the highest levels in the face of the world’s present des- 
perate needs, that we may please God by being here these days because they 
are going to tell upon all the days that are to follow in our church life. Has 
the pastor any word? 

Rev. O. O. INMAN. Just this explanation, if you please. We only wish 
to detain you a very few minutes in the basement of the church. We thought 
that we ought to have a few minutes together, and I will ask the ministers 
here and laymen and visitors to go downstairs for a few minutes, when you 
get ready, and the ladies will serve you at the foot of the stairs as you 
go down. 

Tig PRESIDENT. Now, then, we will bow our heads, and Bishop Howard 
will pronounce the benediction. 

Bishop A. T. Howard pronounced the benediction, and Conference ad- 
journed until to-morrow morning at 8: 30. 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Fripay, May 11, 1917. 

The second day, morning session, of the General Conference opened by 
singing “Come, thou Fount of every blessing,’ led by Professor Ruebush, 
Bishop Weekley presiding. 

THE PresIvDENT. Bishop Mathews will have charge of the devotional 
services. 

Bisuor Marurws. Let us stand, and we will be led in prayer by four 
persons, Brothers L. O. Blake, J. H. Patterson, V. W. Overton, and R. A. Hitt. 

Following prayer, the audience stood and joined in singing “My Jesus, 
I love thee.” 

BisHorp Matuews. After the great meeting of last night, we must sit 
under the leadership of the Spirit. I will read the Scriptures for a founda- 
tion for my remarks in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, commencing 
with the seventeenth verse and reading to and including the thirtieth verse 
of the first chapter. The last verse, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption,” will be the foundation of my remarks. “Christ, the Greatest 
Asset of Humanity.” 

Dr. W. HE: Snyder, of Indiana Conference, then led in prayer, and the 
Conference closed the devotions with a song, “Revive us again.” 

THE PRESIDENT. We will have the roll call. 

Secretary Lyter called the roll of the Conference. 

Dr. V. W. Overton. I would like to have the secretary s i 
name of J. H. Reed for J. L. Arbogast. Ne ere ca 

SECRETARY LyrEeR. We understood yesterday that that was to be done 
after the Committee on Credentials had reported. 

THE PRESENT. If there are any mistakes made, the chairmen will 
report to the secretary. 
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Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Can’t we have at 


least a partial report of the Committee on Credentials, so'as to have the men 


who are to take the places in action in the Conference? Now, my man is 
here, and should be seated. 


Rey. J. C. Bremer, of Ohio German Conference. Brother Eugene Schaefer, 


from the Ohio German Conference, is sick and can’t be here, and Brother 


J. Henry Leupold takes his place. 
THE PRESIDENT. That will be corrected by the Committee on Credentials. 
Mr, BE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. If it is in order, I would like to 
move that we ask the Committee on Credentials to give to us at once a list 


of those names that are to be substituted, regarding which there are no 


contests. It is not fair to the various conferences that their delegations 
should not be full when the men are here. 

THE PRESIDENT. The report is being written now, | am told. 

Mr. A. H. LaueusBaum, of Sandusky Conference. The report, so far as 
the uncontested seats are concerned, is now in the hands of the typewriter, 
and will soon be reported. 


Doctor FuNK. Has the Committee on Credentials ever received a report 
of all these names? 


THE Presipenr. The chairman of each delegation should report such 
cases to the Committee on Credentials. 


Dr. A. S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. All that has come into the 


committee has been passed on and the committee is ready to report. If there 


are any others to take the place of regular delegates, they should be brought 
in. We don’t know who are and who are not. The secretary will be ready to 
report in a moment. 

THE PRESIDENT. The minutes of yesterday will be read. 

Secretary Lyter read the minutes of the afternoon and evening sessions 
of the first day. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is the record correct? If there are no objections, the 
minutes will stand approved. Is there any miscellaneous business to present? 
I think Doctor Phillippi has a matter to present. 

Dr. Puriiieri, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Chairman, a letter 
of greeting. Dr. Daniei Berger is a frequent and welcome visitor at the 
Telescope office, and on Tuesday afternoon this message was placed in my 
hands to present to the General Conference: 


“To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church, assembled in 
Wichita, Kansas, Greeting. 

“MEMBERS AND F'RIENDS BELovEeD: In the year 1861, a little more than half 
a century ago, I had the pleasure of attending a session of the General Con- 
ference at Westerville, Ohio, and was present at every succeeding session up 
to 1897. During this period, I had the honor of being officially connected 
with the service of the Church for a period of thirty-one years—five years 
as editor of the Religious Telescope and twenty-six years as editor of Sunday- 
school literature. In this time, and since my retirement, I have had the 
opportunity of seeing the Church grow from small beginnings up to its pres- 
ent enviable position in numerical strength and its enlarged activities in 
Christian service. The publishing interests were then yet weak and undevel- 
oped. The Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society had been but 
recently organized, and the first foreign mission projected. The Woman’s 
Missionary Association and the Church Erection Society were still in the - 
future. Theological education was regarded with a measure of misgiving, and 
the Seminary was not yet founded. The work of college building was still 
in its early years. The Sunday schools were showing commendable progress, 
but the Sunday-school board was not yet organized. Young People’s societies, 
now so numerous and useful in the Church, were not yet thought of. Lay 
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_representation in the General and annual conferences only began to be 
thought of, and these bodies were strictly ministerial. 

“But with all these limitations the Church was courageous and hopeful. 
There were always those who had a vision of a larger life, who looked for- 
ward to the time when the seed-sowing of the fathers should bring forth such 
golden harvests as we see to-day. And there were men of strength in those 
days. In the Bishops’ office, such names as Glossbrenner and Markwood and 
Weaver and Edwards and Dickson, and others in the ministry and laity, musv 
ever stand in honor along with the revered names of Otterbein and Guething 
and Boehm and their fellow-laborers. Through abundant toil and many 
sacrifices, the Church has been brought up to its present splendid achieve- 
ment. 

“A rich inheritance has fallen to us of the present time, and with this 
inheritance there have come also weighty responsibilities. Upon the Gen- 
eral Conference now assembled these responsibilities will rest in a special 
degree. Provision is to be made for the continued prosecution of the work 
which, under the providence of God, is committed to our care. The present 
is laden with rich promise for the future, and enlargement in all our interests 
may be confidently hoped for. 

“That the blessing of our Heavenly Father may rest with great fullness 
upon the Conference, and that the Holy Spirit may direct and control in all 
your deliberations, is,my sincere prayer. 

“With highest regard, your brother in Christ, 

“TD, BERGER. 
“Dayton, Ohio, May 8, 1917.” 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that the Committee on Greetings, if there 
is such a committee, or the Committee on Correspondence, be instructed to 
send a message of greeting to Dr. Daniel Berger, because the Church, in its 
present day of activity and push and large plans, can’t afford to forget, in 
ee or heart, the men that have helped make the Church what it is to-day. 
Adopted. 

Bisuop Kepwart, Mr. Chairman and Brothers and Sisters, I wish to 
present the following: 


Wichita, Kansas, May 11, 1917. 
To His Excellency, The Hon. Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States 
of America. 

HONORABLE Sir: The General Conference of the United Brethren in 
Christ, now in session at Wichita, Kansas, representing a citizen membership 
and constituency of seven hundred thousand, desirous and ready to do what- 
ever we may to promote the honor. of our nation and the well-being of human- 
ity, do hereby petition that the President recommend to Congress, and use 
his influence to secure the passage of, laws prohibiting the manufacture, sale 
and use of intoxicating liquors, for beverage purposes, aS a war Measure, thus 
conserving the material resources, the manhood, and the womanhood of the 
nation for the great struggle for human liberty and for world-wide democracy. 


I move the adoption of this and its being sent by the chairman an 
tary to President Wilson. 2 ae 
It was seconded. 
THE PRESIDENT. It is before you. As many as will ado i 
: A yas pt this paper, pleas 
stand. I thank you. There is no opposition. This goes to the Gomnittos ae 
Correspondence. 
BisHop KepHarr. That goes to the chairman and secreta i P 
a night message. ae ae 
Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, according to your wish 
, ; yesterday, tte 
Inman and myself have located the committees, and if you will ae tak 
committee list, you can find the location. It has not been an easy job. 


C4 


‘ 
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_ ‘Doctor Funk then read the places of meeting of the various committees. 


‘ Dr. L. W. Straut, of Allegheny Conference. I think it is proper, as a 

Church Conference, that we should give an expression on the state of the 
country. JI move, therefore, that a committee be appointed on the state 
of our country. Adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. It will be appointed by the Board of Bishops. 

Mr. E. L. SHury, of Miami:Conference. To save quite a lot of us a little 
time, I move that to-morrow morning, and continuing to the close of the 
session, the General Conference roll shall be called by conferences, the chair- 
man of each delegation replying and naming the absentees—to save time, and 

_ the secretary can work strictly upon his record. 
e The motion was seconded. 

Tue PRESIDENT. We had agreed on that already. Will you have the 
chair put the motion? It has been agreed upon that that would be the policy. 

Voices. Question, question. 

Mr. Suury. Let us decide the question. 

THe Presipent. As many as favor it will show the hand, and opposed 
like sign. Now, you see you have done the very same thing the Bishops 
had done. 

= Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I would like to know what 
time in the morning this Conference is to convene. 

THE PRESIDENT. Hight-thirty in the morning and 2: 00 in the afternoon 
and adjourn on motion. I have some corrections here that I will announce— 

_ some changes in the committees. Brother Whitcraft, of Southeast Ohio Con- 
ference, was transferred from the Committee on Temperance to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary. The secretary has these changes: H. G. Hansel, from 

- the same conference, from the Committee on Judiciary to the Committee on 
Temperance; W. B. Nelson, of Erie Conference, has been transferred from 
the Committee on Superintendency to the Committee on Boundaries; and 
Brother H. EH. Miller takes the place of Doctor Lyter as chairman of the 
Committee on Temperance. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Committee on Correspondence will be composed of 
D. D. Lowery, J. M. Phillippi, M. O. McLaughlin, H. B. Dorks, C. W. Kurtz, 
and E. B. Ward. 

Dr. D. D. Lowmry, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I want to ask to be 
excused as chairman of that committee. I think I have about all I can do. 
My health has not been very good, and I am glad to know I am getting better, 
but my doctor tells me I have got to be careful, and he was very sorry that 
I was so optimistic. He was afraid I would overdo it, and I am going to 
assure him that I am not going to overdo it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Then Dr. S. C. Enck will take his place. 

BisHorp KrepHarr. I hope the message to President Wilson will be sent 
immediately, for the matter is under consideration now, and I would like it 
to be sent promptly. 

.- BisHor Beru. I think that should be signed on behalf of the Conference 
by the Bishop who presides at the time it is passed, and by the secretary of 
the Conference instead of by the committee. 

THE PRESIDENT. It will be so understood, then. 

Pror. H. H. Barsu, of Allegheny Conference. I move that all general 
Church officers who are not delegates to the Conference be admitted to 
advisory seats. 

Tue PRESIDENT. That is understood, isn’t it? 

; Dr. L. W. Stranu. In the Discipline—I can’t recall the page—it is said 
that the general Church officers shall be advisory members, and they are 
certainly advisory members until that part or portion of the Discipline is 
repealed. It is not arule. It is Discipline. It is organic law. 

Tue Presipent. So the chair understands it. 
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Dr. J. T. Roperrs, of White River Conference. You called a while ago 
for the report of the Committee on Credentials. We have the report here. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Doctor Roberts, secretary of the committee, read the report as follows: 


The Committee on Credentials submits the following partial report. We 
recommend that the following alternate delegates be seated in the place of 
the regularly elected delegates. Logan Harter, alternate for J. A. Eby, of 
California Conference; J. F. Musselman, alternate for Albert Sumner, Africa 
Conference; Frank Wilkins, alternate for John Shambaugh, Iowa State Con- 
ference; Chas. J. Hall, alternate for Chas. Minnich, of Miami Conference; 
G. A. Stengle, alternate for H. S. Carl, of Hast Pennsylvania Conference; 
Homer Hansel, alternate for C. F. Luckhart,-of Southeast Ohio Conference; 
J. Henry Leupold, alternate for Engene Shaefer, of Ohio German Conference; 
J. W. Settle, alternate for J. H. Walls, of Indiana Conference; J. W. Sell, 
alternate for Abbie King, of Indiana Conference; J. H. Reed, alternate for 
J. H. Arbogast, of Northern Illinois Conference; G. H. Waggoner, alternate 
for Mrs. Sarah Maxwell, Sandusky Conference; Mrs. George Walters, alter- 
nate for F. S. Heinaman, of Erie Conference; J. T. Chriss, alternate for 
O. J. Morrison, of West Virginia Conference. [Signed] A. S. HAMMACK, 
R. A. Armstrone, A. H. LaueuBaum, A. J. MircHernt, W. W. Moony, J. H. 
Owen, J. T. Roperts, A. J. SECHRIST. 


Tur Presment. Do you approve of this report? 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. I move the adoption of the 
report of the Committee on Credentials. Adopted. 

SECRETARY Hammack. A certificate has been issued to Mr. R. Hauser, 
of New Mexico, as first alternate. O. H. Johnson is the regular lay delegate 
and will not be here until next week. The New Mexico delegation desire 
Mr. Hauser to act in place of the regular delegate until his arrival. We 
don’t know whether it can be done or not. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Which is to receive the expense money? 

SECRETARY Hammack. I suppose they will divide it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Have you any special order to make in this case, or will 
you refer it back to the committee? 

Dr. A. C. Smpparn, of Sandusky Conference. I move it be referred to 
the Committee on Credentials. Adopted, and so referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, the roll of conferences will be called, and you 
will present your memorials, if you have any, and it will be called to-morrow 
morning, if you so desire, and perhaps Monday morning. If you wish to 
present any memorials, write them out in full, to which committee you 
wish them to go, and let there be two names signed. You need not read the 
memorial, but simply state what it is and the committee to which it is to 20. 
Are you clear on that? 

Rey. M. S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. What do you mean by 
memorials? 

THE PRESIDENT. 
of the Conference. 

Secretary Hammack then called the roll of conferences, beginning with 
Allegheny. é 

Doctor Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. 
here. Doctor Lyter has it. 

Secretary Lyter reads ag follows: 


Any change in Discipline or in boundaries or any work 


_ There is a memorial 


Memorial to the General Conference of the Church of the United Breth- 


ren in Christ, to be held at Wichita, Kansas, Ma 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference, eas eee 
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; _WHEREAS, The territory now in co-operation with Lebanon Valley College 
is aretvet to the Virginia, Pennsylvania, and East Pennsylvania conferences; 
an 

Wuereas, Other co-operating territory now extends to within thirty-five 
miles of Lebanon Valley College; and 

WHEREAS, The Virginia Conference maintains its own institution, the 
Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, thereby preventing complete co-operatiou 
with the college: therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the East Pennsylvania Conference, in annual conference 
assembled, memorialize the General Conference, at its next session, at Wich- 
ita, Kansas, to enact such legislation as to remedy this inequality in the 
co-operating territory by making the western boundary of Pennsylvania the 
western limit in the territory co-operating with Lebanon Valley College. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. Lyvrer, Secretary, East Pennsylvania Conference. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. To the Committee on Education, doesn’t it? 

THE PRESIDENT. I suppose the Committee on Education is the proper 
committee. It will be referred to the Committee on Education. 

The secretary proceeds with the roll call to Miami Conference. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. The Miami delegation presents 
the following memorial: 


Board of Administration.—The delegates of the Miami.Conference propose 
that the Commission on Finance be abolished and that in its stead there be 
created a Board of Administration, consisting of twelve members, six laymen 
and six ministers, to be chosen by the General Conference, voting by orders, 
each order choosing its representatives on the board. 

The duties of this board shall be: 

1. Those assigned by the Discipline (Chapter 15) to the present Com- 

mission on Finance. 

2. To direct a four years’ campaign for a “Church Goal” as may be 
determined by the General Conference. 

8. To direct the auditing of all accounts of all departments of the 
Church, with a view to securing such uniformity of method and completeness 
of form as shall be most efficient and shall give to the Church the informa- 
tion most needed. 

4. To be the co-ordinating body for the entire denomination, acting with 
the Bishops in securing harmony and efficiency in the plans of all Church 
departments. In exercising this function, it shall have an advisory relation 
to all departments as to business methods and scope of work. 

5. To recommend to succeeding General Conferences such changes in 
our plans of organization and such methods of co-operation as it believes will 
increase the efficiency and co-ordinate the work of the entire Church. 

Approved and submitted by the delegates of Miami Conference, C. W. 
Kurtz, Chairman, L. C. Wrimer, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. To what committee does that go? The Bishops will 
appoint a special committee to consider that and similar memorials. 
SECRETARY LytTeR. Another memorial from Miami Conference, as follows: 


Term of Service of Church Boards.—In order to make our various denom- 
inational boards more permanent and their policies more efficient: 

Resolved, 1. That, beginning with this session of the General Conference, 
members of the boards of the Church be chosen for eight years instead of 
four, one-half retiring at each General Conference, provided that at this 
session all those elected shall be divided into two classes, one-half serving 


for four years and one-half for eight years, 
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2. That the proper committees be instructed to report such changes in 
Discipline as may be necessary to accomplish this purpose. [Signed] C. W. 
Kurtz, Chairman, L. C. Wrimer, Secretary. 


Tue Present. To what committee will that go? It is suggested that 
it go to the Judiciary Committee. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. Mr. Bishop, have we a Committee on Church Goy- 
ernment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Doctor GRuvER.- Why not let it go to that committee? i 

Docror Kurtz. I suggest that it go to the Committee on Judiciary. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right. 

The secretary proceeded with the roll cail to Pennsylvania Conference. 

Doctor Gossard, president of Lebanon Valley College and delegate from 
Pennsylvania Conference, presented the following memorial: 


We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, present the 
following: Inasmuch as the Quincy Orphanage and Old People’s Home have 
as their constituent territory the East District of the United Brethren Church, 
and, believing for good reasons that this same territory should be the 
co-operating territory for Lebanon Valley College, we, the Pennsylvania 
Conference, in session assembled at Hagerstown, Maryland, do hereby memor- 
ialize the General Conference, in session at Wichita, Kansas, in May, 1917, 
to take steps toward bringing about this end. 

Signed by twenty-eight ministers and laymen. Wm. H. WaASsHINGER, 
Chairman, A. A. Lona, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go te the Committee on Education. 
Doctor Gossard also presented the following: 


We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, present the fol- 
lowing. Since our present plan of electing delegates to the General Con- 
ference is complicated, expensive, and otherwise unsatisfactory, we humbly 
memorialize the General Conference, through its Committee on Church Govy- 
ernment, to so change the method of choosing delegates as to authorize the 
ministers of an annual conference, at its session next preceding the meeting 
of the General Conference, to elect the ministerial representatives; and the 
lay delegates of said conference to likewise choose their representatives 
to the General Conference. [Signed] Wm. H. WaAsuHINGER, Chairman, A. A. 
Lone, Secretary. 

THE PRESIDENT. That will so to the Committee on Ministry, I believe. 

Doctor Gossarp. Another standing committee during the quadrennium 
on Discipline and Church Government including polity and superintendence. 

THE PresipeNtT. There ought to be a Committee on Church Government. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move there be a 
Committee on Church Government, 


Mr. J. H. Lirrir, of Kansas Conference. What has the Committee on 
Judiciary left to do? 


THE PRESIDENT. To settle the questions referred to it to settle, that the 
rest of us don’t know how to settle. 

The motion was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. We would suggest that our 
memorials go to the Committee on Church Government. 

THE PRESIDENT, All right, then: that committee will be appointed. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerv, of Kansas Conference. Will the chair please advise 
us, so there will be no confusion, about the committees?—so there will be 
no confusion between the Committee on Judiciary and the matters referred 


to the Committee on Government of the Churche himres - 
Siniot Bul : refer to second para 
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Docror Staunt. The Rule 42 as to standing committees was stricken out, 
and the Bishops were authorized to designate the committees to which 
memorials should go. 

; Dr. S. C. Enck. The Committee on Correspondence will please meet 
at once. 

THE PRESIDENT. Have you decided what was stricken out? 

Docror STAHL. Rule 44—all that relates to it was cut out. 

Rey. C. E. Hrtset, of Kansas Conference. I think a great many of us 
failed to mark those changes in the rules. Why should they not be printed? 
{ think it should be done. I move that the rules be printed with the changes 
indicated. 

BisHop Kepuart. There isa difference of opinion as to whether Rule 44 
was stricken out or not. 

THE PRESIDENT. Rule 44 was stricken out after the first two lines, is 
the record we made. 

Mr. E. L. SHury. The rule was “reference of memorials and so forth,” 
the reterence of memorials, petitions, resolutions, etc., to the several stand- 
ing committees shall be determined by the presiding Bishop. The rest of the 
rule was stricken out. 

THe Presipenr. The motion is that these rules as revised be printed. 

Pror. Mark KeEprPEL. And might it not be right to have the list of dele- 
gates as revised reprinted? By consent I would like to have that in the 
resolution. Is that agreed to? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

The motion as amended prevailed. 

The secretary proceeded with the roll call to Sandusky Conference. 

Dr. M. R. Ballinger presented the following memorial: 


Change election of the delegates to the General Conference by the annual 
conference as follows. Substitute for Article 5, page 40, of Discipline, as 
follows: 

Annual Conference Tellers—Each annual conference shall appoint a 
committee of three as a board of tellers to have charge of the election of 
delegates to the General Conference, count the vctes, and issue certificates 
of election to those receiving the highest number of votes. It-shall be the 
duty of the board of tellers to meet before the election of delegates by the 
annual conference and appoint one of their number as secretary whose duty 
it shall be to preserve all the ballots used in voting until after the adjourn- 
ment of the General Conference, when they may be destroyed. 

Article 6 to read as follows: ; 

Election of Delegates.—After the nomination of the ministerial and lay 
delegates by the annual conference, the board of tellers shall provide tickets 
containing the names of all ministerial and lay nominees. All members of 
the annual conference present at the annual session shall vote for the num- 
ber of ministerial and lay delegates to which the annual conference is 
entitled. Should any two or more of the candidates have an equal number 
of votes, the annual conference shall take another ballot to determine which 
person is the one chosen. 

Article 7 to.read as follows (substitute for Article 12, page 42): 

Election Returns.—The board of tellers shall make out a list of all per- 
sons voted for and of the number of votes for each; within thirty days after 
the adjournment of the annual conference they shall forward to the editor of 
the Religious Telescope for publication the names and post-office ad- 
dresses of those elected. They shall also transmit to the Publishing 
Agent, at Dayton, Ohio, a complete list of all persons voted for and the 
number of votes cast for each, which record shall be furnished to the ensuing 
General Conference, and if one or more of those elected should be prevented 
from attending by death, sickness, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the 


74 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


(eners or secretary of the General Conference to notify the next highest on 
the bill to take his place, and so on, descending, if need be, to the last can- 
didate. 

Strike out Article 6, page 40, of the Discipline, and Articles 7, 8, 9, and 
10 and 11 following. [Signed] M. R. BALLIncER, C. B. FLETCHER, G. C. 
HousrEKeErprerR, A. H. LAaucHBAuM, J. J. Dick, J. E. Four. 


Referred to Committee on Government of the Church. 

The secretary proceeded with the roll call to White River Conference. 

Dr. J. T. Roperts. I have a paper on conference representation that 1 
desire to send to the proper committee. 

Said memorial was as follows: 


Conference Representation.—Chapter V., Section 9, page 39: The annual 
conferences shall be represented in the General Conference according to the 
following ratios: 

All conferences having less than three thousand members shall be 
entitled to two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; three thousand and 
Jess than eight thousand, two ministerial and two lay; eight thousand and 
less than thirteen thousand, three ministerial and three lay; thirteen thou- 
sand and less than eighteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; eighteen 
thousand and less than twenty-three thousand, five ministerial and five lay; 
the same ratio to be continued through conferences having larger numbers. 
[Signed] J. T. Roperts, White River Conference. 

Conference Representation.—Chapter Y., Section 9, Article 8. Bishop’s 
Announcement. Add the following to that article: “Provided, however, that 
at the following annual conference, should it occur after the statistical secre- 
tary has made his report, that the number of members in the conference avr 
that time would change the number of delegates to which the conference is 
entitled, the presiding Bishop shall so announce to the conference, and the 
conference shall nominate the number of delegates indicated by the member- 
ship at that time.” [Signed] J. T. Roserts, White River Conference. 


The secretary completed the roll call. 


Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. Our delegation presents the 
following action taken by our conference: 


Indiana Conference asks that the Church, through its proper functions 
of legislation, set a uniform standard for enrollment of Sunday-school pupils 
and retaining their membership in the Sunday school. Also a uniform 
Sunday-school record. [Signed] W. BR. Snyper, Chairman of Delegation. 


Referred to the Committee on Sunday Schools. 


THE PRESIDENT. The roll will be called to-morrow morning for your 
memorials, if you have any to present, and possibly Monday morning again. 
We will now hear the reports. 

Drak G. Huser, of Miami Conference. 1 went in to see Dr. W. J. Shuey 
before leaving, asking him for a message that he might have for this great 
gathering, and he said that he had never pushed himself on any organization 
into prominence in any way, and he felt that he could hardly do that; that 
if some word from the Conference should incidentally come to him, he might 
reply with pleasure. That is the substance of what he said, and so I would 
like to move that this Conference send him greetings at this time. 

Adopted, and referred to the Committee on Correspondence. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will now hear the reports of the Bishops. 

BisHop Four. I find that the name of Rev. S. E. Taylor superintendent 
of the Wisconsin Conference, is omitted from any of the committees. I move 
that his name be added to the Committee on Church Erection. Adopted. 
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THe PRESIDENT. The special Committee on Government of the Church 
will consist of EH. L. Shuey, H. W. Widdoes, S. M. Snider, I. J. Good, Mark 
Keppel, and L. Walter Lutz. 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Mathews has a paper which he wishes to read. 

BisHorp Maturws. A council of the Bishops and heads of departments 
inet and consulted together with reference to the desirability of a denom- 
inational program for this great denomination, and they spent time in prayer 
and great interchange of thought and came to this conclusion. It is simply 
a suggested and tentative program, simply suggesting to the General Con- 
ference and hoping that they will take action that will put into form that 
which will be a great help to the denomination in the four years to come. 
I will read the results of that couticil in their suggested program, if you please. 

THE PRESIDENT. Where will that go? 

BisHop MatueEws. I will ask the Conference, if it please, that it can 

-have two ways for choosing a special committee after I read this, so you will 
know what it is. We simply suggest that you call your delegations together 
and select two persons from the larger delegations, one minister and one 
layman, and the smaller delegations just one person, either a minister or 
layman, and in that way you will constitute a committee that will look after 
this, before whom all this will come through report to the General Conference 
which can put its seal upon it and it will go out to the membership of the 
Church; or you can authorize the Bishops to appoint a special committee. 
We thought it would be in harmony with the sentiment everywhere to have 
it come from the representatives of the local church; so if you will call your 
delegations together and select two persons from the larger conferences. 
one minister and one layman, and from the smaller ones, either a minister 
or a layman. [Reads as follows.] 


A SUGGESTED PROGRAM FROM THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS AND HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS. 


The following outlined program for the denomination is suggested: 

It is evident that no church or denomination can achieve its best success 
unless it presents to its constituency a positive, aggressive, comprehensive, 
heroic program that includes related tasks and united effort. The need of 
the hour for our denomination is a sane, well-defined, comprehensive, con- 
structive program of advance, that will call out our large resources, and chal- 
lenge the united efforts of our boards, institutions, annual conferences, and 
local churches for the advancement of the kingdom of God. 

The key words for such a program are a devotional atmosphere, an 
evangelistic passion, an educational ideal, a missionary spirit, efficient leader- 
ship, the stewardship of life and wealth, and co-operative effort under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Recognizing the abundant resources of God and the needs of the world 
in this decisive hour, we recommend a four-year program of earnest endeavor 
_to attain and express in large measure the foregoing elements of an efficient 
church. 

THE AIM. 

The aim of this four-year program is to meet the challenging opportun- 
ities before our denomination at home and abroad as we pass the one hun- 
‘dredth anniversary of our first General Conference. 

This ig to be realized through the vitalization of our church membership 
and by leading our forcés into such a courageous advance in evangelism, 
education, missions, and other activities, as shall arrest attention, secure the 
largest growth and efficiency of every department of our local churches, and 
so strengthen our departmental work and institutions as to greatly intensify 
our combined impact upon America and the world. 
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GOALS. 


1. The entire membership of every local church spiritually quickened, 
organized, and enlisted in various forms of service; a twenty-five per cent. 
increase in the enrollment of our Sunday schools and Christian Endeavor 
societies, and a net increase of 100,000 in our church membership at home 
and abroad. : 4 

2. Our institutions of learning enriched as training agencies for Chris- 
tian service, and $1,500,000 for their better equipment and endowment; 500 
additional trained ministers, missionaries, and educational leaders for our 
denomination; an increase of 2,000 students in our colleges and Theological 
Seminary. ; 

3. The securing of scholarships for young men and young women pre- 
paring for the ministry and missionary work, and the launching of an ade- 
quate fund for indigent ministers, missionaries, and their dependent families. 

4. The goal of the quadrennium to be $650,000 for the first year, $750,000. 
for the second year, $850,000 for the third year, and $1,000,000 for the fourth 
year for missions, Church Hrection, Board of Education, Seminary, Sunday 
schools, Christian Endeavor, Conference Extension, orphanages, homes, and 
other benevolences beyond the bounds of the local church, exclusive of funds 
comprehended in item two above. 

METHODS AND AGENCIES. 

1. Personal devotional study of the Word of God for the deepening of 
the spiritual life; evangelism, personal, pastoral, lay, and vocational—every 
soul won to be set to work immediately in winning others. : 

2. The strongest emphasis on the call of God for life service in minis- 
terial and missionary work, and the proper training of recruits. 

3. A well-directed annual campaign of information and inspiration on 
stewardship, missions, and education to be followed by a thorough every- 
member canvass. i 

4. A campaign of education in our colleges and Seminary, and by means 
of institutes, district and summer conferences, to give each member of the 
Church a vision of our needs and uplifting motives to accomplish the work 
before us as a denomination. 

5. The General Conference to authorize a Four-year Program Committee 
which shall co-operate with existing agencies to enlist the whole Church 
in the whole program. : 

6. Each annual conference to provide a four-year program committee 
which shall co-operate with the General Commission, boards and institutions, 
and seek to correlate, unify, and vitalize all the forces of the conference in 
‘making the program effective. 

7. Hach local church to create, under direction of the pastor, a four-year 
program committee, which shall seek to realize its share of the goals under 
plans best suited to its local conditions, 

8. Each board and institution of the Church is responsible for the 
accomplishment of its part of the program, and the head of each department 
to co-operate sympathetically with other departments in the realization of 
all the goals: 

9. Our publishing department to be a strong factor in actualizing our 
possibilities as set forth in this program, and all to labor faithfully for a 
much larger circulation of our periodicals and book literature as a means 
of education, information, and inspiration. 


The council presents this as a tentative suggestion for a program and 
the General Conference can dispose of it as they see fit, either as suggested 
by the speaker or the other plan, whichever you wish to do. 

Rey. M. H. Fryer, of Minnesota Conference. I move that the Bishops 
appoint a special committee, Adopted. 


\ 
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Bisnorp MaruEws. You will excuse me; you should see that the proper 
vroportion of the committee should be laymen. 

Rey. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Couference. I move to refer the 
paper read by Bishop Mathews to a special committee to be appointed by 
the Bishops. Adopted, and so referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Mathews will now read his report as Bishop of 
the Central District. This is a new plan adopted by the last General Con- 
ference. Hitherto no report was made, but the last General Conference said 
that the Bishops should each make a report for his district to this General 
Conference, and now we will hear those reports. 

Bishop Mathews read his report as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF THE CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


To the Twenty-seventh General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ. 
DEAR BRETHREN:—In obedience to the order of the last General Con- 
ference, I submit to your honorable body a quadrennial report of the Central 
District, over which I have had the honor and privilege to preside. I am 
pleased to report a great quadrennium on this district, in respect to organiza- 
tion, improved methods, spiritual vitalizatfon, and material achievements. 

Both in the annual conferences and local churches, the leadership has 
been strengthened and directed toward definite, appealing objectives. The 
leaders have instituted new plans and policies, which they have sought to 
actualize with intelligent, heroic determination. 

The united purpose of the key-leaders in the district has been headed 
toward the greatest possible efficiency. “Every one making good,’ as they. 
pressed toward the goals, as follows: 

“Full budget of benevolences. 

“Religious Telescope in every United Brethren home. 

“Ten per cent. increase in Sunday-school enrollment and literature. 

“Five thousand annual additions to the church from the Sunday school. 

“Double the church member accessions to the church over each preceding 
year. 

“Simultaneous effort for all causes. 

“The education of each church member in respect to the needs and 
elaims of each Church department. 

“General religious awakenment and deepening of spiritual life, as essen- 
tial to effective service, and generous, sacrificial giving.” 

Results and statistics show that this has been the best period in our 
history, in tithing, systematic giving, methods of church activity, and co-oper- 
ative effort. While we did not reach the full aims announced, yet in view 
of the progress and achievements along the whole line of administration, we 
have reason to thank God and take courage. 

As we close this quadrennium, it seems clear that the growth and achieve- 


ments of the past four years are but stepping stones for more effective plan- 


ning and great achievements for the future. 

In order to actualize the plans and provisions enacted by the last quad- 
rennial Conference, it seemed clear that the local church must be the unit of 
operation, so that our membership might have a larger and better vision of 
the needs, possibilities, and undeveloped resources that should be released 
and brought into vigorous use. This was done through information, educa- 
tion, and co-operative effort, in which superintendents, pastors, and lay 
workers were lined up in uniformity of leadership and administration, along 


_ the line of advance and activity in each local church. 


This at once emphasized the need of the organization of the Superin- 
tendents’ Council of our district, and conference administration councils, 
which met statedly, receiving reports, checking up successes and failures, 
and laying plans for increased efficiency and advance. The Superintendents’ 
Council proved to be a valuable agency for actualizing the plans of the 
general Church, all heading into the plans of the local church. In this, 
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perfection has not yet been reached, yet it is on the right track for positive 
advance. Themes were discussed, such as: “Our Task and Resources, ” 
“Sunday-school Expansion and Evangelism,” “Child Church Membership, 
“The Trainable Teens and Touch of the Spirit,’ “Possibilities of the Print- 
ing Establishment of our Church,’ “The Telescope and the Home,” “Why 
Educate Our Youth at Our Schools,” “Enlarged Equipment of our Colleges,” 
“Things that Count in Church Erection,” “Immediate Material Enlargement 
ot the Seminary,” “Training of Pastors in Personal Evangelism,’ “New 
Demands on Home Missions,” “Imperative Calls from Our Foreign Fields 
and How to Meet Them,” “Business in Religion,” “How Hnlist and Use the 
Men of the Church,” “Getting Young Ministers to Secure Adequate Training 
for the Times.” 

These four years have been marked with a campaign of church extension 
and building beyond any previous period in our history. Twenty-two new 
missions have been started with fifty-five new churches erected at a cost of 
$600,000. A campaign of city church expansion and the rehabilitation of 
country churches into important, live, community centers, has been inaugu- 
rated in many localities, which has transformed and enriched rural life. 

In close touch with the heart and thought-life of our Church, are the 
great Publishing House, Bonebrake Theological Seminary, Otterbein Uni- 
versity, Indiana Central University, and Otterbein Home, whose influence 
upon the life of our local churches is immeasureable. 

The following statistics speak for themselves and indicate the work and 
achievements of the past four years on the district. These statistics are, in 
the main, accurate, and yet there seems to be no way of securing full statis- 
tics of all the details connected with the funds contributed by the local 
churches for all the causes responded to by our people. Provisions for the 
full and accurate statistics of our denomination, is a need to be considered 
by this body. 

Totals of the eight conferences for the quadrennium: Number of acces- 
sions, 41,740; number church membership, 102,181; number of churches built, 
55, at a cost of $600,000; 32 parsonages, at a cost of $47,000; contributed for 
Home Missions, $47,577; Foreign Missions, $49,683; Church Erection, $17,292: 
colleges, $124,000; Sunday-schoo] enrollment, 117,939, an increase of 17,176; 
Christian Endeavor enrollment, 23,989, an increase of 3,866; contributed for 
all purposes, $3,126,907, an increase of $203,787; total value of church prop- 
erty, $4,300,000, an increase of $409,825. 

With the conviction that the Church that called me into my present 
position deserves the consecration of all my time and energies, I have tried 
to faithfully adhere to that conviction in the discharge of my official duties 
as your servant in Christ. I have helped during the quadrennium to raise 
$120,000, traveled 10,000 miles, dedicated and reopened sixty churches, at- 
tended many conventions and councils, delivered hundreds of sermons and 
addresses, and have contributed for colleges, churches, and administrative 
expenses, a total personal outlay of $1,700. 

God has given me unusual health and strength to serve him and our 
beloved Zion, for which I have abounding gratitude; and my deepest joy is 
to continue to serve my Church and my God. 

; My brethren, both in the ministry and laity, have shown me great 
fellowship and kindnesses, and given co-operation to the high point of help- 
fulness, in the common cause, which demanded our attention. Central Dis- 
trict stands high in point of conference superintendency, pastoral leadership, 
a pee ieent consecrated membership, of which I can speak with much 
_ I close this quadrennium with an increasing love for our Church polity, 
spirit, and achievements. ; 

I record some impressions that press upon m i 

situation of our Zion in Central District: : pepe ie 
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1. A quadrennium-wide denominational program for our whole Church, 
would be an advance forward movement that would bring increased spiritual 
and financial results. 

2. A largely augmented circulation of our Church periodicals and book 
literature, is essential to the development of our church life and spirit, and 
denominational cohesiveness. 

3. An adequate endowment of our institutions of learning and training, 
providing for an equipment that shall give an output of more trained workers 
in the pastorate and other official service, is the need of the hour. 

4. A commission on State and conference evangelism and a campaign 
for soul-winning with the spiritual quickening and fertilization of the local 
churches will solve many of our Church problems. 

5. The discovery, recognition, and enlistment of hundreds of our cap- 
able, intelligent, energetic laymen, in our churches, whose consecrated busi- 
ness wisdom and experience are needed in these times of stress and oppor- 
tunity. 

6. The Central District, with its 100,000 church members and more, 
though doing a great work, is capable of larger things ahead by a leadership 
that gives attention to the strengthening of the local church as a unit, 
through the process of the conservation, development, and direction of its 
chureh life and resources. 

There is much land yet to be possessed. Let the ringing note, “Go for- 
ward for a better and larger Church,” be heard in every nook and corner of 
our beloved Zion. [Signed] G. M. MATHEWS. 

[ Applause. ] 


Tur PRESIDENT. Bishop Bell will report. 
Bishop Bell read his report as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF THE PACIFIC DISTRICT. 


To the General Officers and Delegates of the General Conference, Coworkers 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ: 

While this report is to be for the past four years, it will be impossible 
to submit it without referring to the three ful! gquadrenniums of continuous 
service with our people and ministers who compose the conferences of the 
Pacific District. Soon after being assigned to our work in the Pacific States, 
it became clear that, in view of our peculiar history on the coast, and also 
in view of the conditions then obtaining in the evolution of Christianity in 
organized form and the general development of that vast area, our methods 
and equipment were wholly inadequate, if we were to succeed. So strong 
and compelling was my conviction on this point that, in the late fall of 1905, 
I made an emergency trip to Dayton to confer with editors and general 
officers in regard to a special effort to strengthen our scattered and very 
weak forces in the district that had at once begun to weigh heavily on my 
heart. A kindly response to my appeal was forthcoming, and also to the 
asking authorized, and the result, a considerable quickening of our work on 
the Coast, was at once noted. 

It must be recalled that, in the beginning of our work in this region, 
what is known as the radical’ position was taken by all of our ministers, and 
this had retarded our growth and popularity. We had only about three thou- 
sand members, and they were scattered over an empire of distances which 
cannot be comprehended by those who have not traveled in that part of the 
United States. The special aid obtained gave an immediate tendency upward, 
aud, through the first and second quadrenniums, a steady advance was made, 
Then came the general order for retrenchment, which order made necessary 
a policy of non-extension in all the conferences. 

The following figures represent the present status of our work, in as far 
as figures may do so: Number of churches, 84; active ministers, 59; church 
members, 5,507; Christian Endeavor societies, 53, members, 1,875; Junior and 
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Intermediate societies, 24, members, 621; Sunday schools, 84, teachers, of- 
ficers, and scholars, 8,312; ministerial support from churches last year, 
$35,734.66; local churches’ expenses, $25,950.74; collected in Sunday schools, 
$4,139.43; general and conference budgets, $6,080.73; special for Missions and 
Church Erection, $2,391.81; total for all purposes last year, $93,488.76; church 
houses, 65, value, $362,444.86; parsonages, 48, value $90,765; total prop- 
erty values, including Philomath College and Baker Home, $523,209.86. 

From this exhibit; it is clear that, with all the handicaps, the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ is still on the map in the Pacific District. 

Our situation is somewhat critical, simply because, while our people 
probably lead the denomination in per capita giving, and while we enjoy the 
good will and respect of our sister denominations, and while we are accorded 
recognition in all interdenominational movements far beyond our numerical 
strength in this area, our ministers and members all are agreed that our 
program is fearfully inadequate. 

This vast West is bent on big things; it scans religious agencies criti- 
cally; is not capable of any large interest in mere denominational propaganda, 
as such; is inclined to depreciate the weak religious organization or institu- 
tion; has, on the whole, a preference for the large and more influential 
religious bodies; classifies the church as a community institution, and asks 
about the resources and probable ability of any given religious organization 
to serve the community well; insists on this scrutiny when the initial effort 
is put forth, and discourages the undue multiplication of small and struggling 
church enterprises; is in dead earnest with regard to working out the 
serious problems of social justice; is unafraid to lead the way in ecclesiastical 
and social reconstruction; believes the smaller denominations should get 
together, and so insure larger and more efficient religious institutions; em- 
phasizes the fundamentals of religion and measurably discounts the sectarian 
issues and claims. Christianity in this region faces the Orient as well as 
its own rugged problems, and is compelled by the exigencies of the situation 
to favor unification in effort and organic forms with a view to the highest 
efficiency. 

In view of the foregoing, and many other considerations, which have, 
as we believe, great merit, there is a general feeling among our ministers and 
laymen that we must adopt a larger program if we are to keep our place and 
assure a future that can appeal to earnest and thoughtful men and women. 

Groups of our leaders in Oregon and California recently went on record 
as to: ; 

1. That a current appropriation of $25,000 a year for the next quad- 
rennium shall be made from the general missionary funds of the Church. 

2. The identification of two Bishops, with the mighty urgency of our 
work on the shores of the Pacific, by making Oregon and Washington parts 
of a district, with California a part of another. On the Coast, as in the East, 
the rapid transit is east and west, rather than north and south. As the case 
now stands, the north and south travel required is as if the Bishop were 
supervising the work from Denver to New York City. ; 

3. The policy of strong conference superintendency, in every conference, 
which, under the reduced appropriations the past quadrennium, has been 
impossible. 

The denominations that are succeeding best on the Coast are expending 
as much within a few counties of any one State, as we are expending in the 
entire Bishop’s district; for instance, the Congregationalists expend in and 
about Los Angeles alone three times the amount we have available in all the 
Pacific States. A Bishop in a sister denomination uses $90,000 in an area 
covered by one of our conferences. During the past four years, the -Bishop 
of the Pacific District has desired to bring into service a few new men, but 
this has really been impossible; in fact, because of elements in the situation 
quite beyond his control, he has not been able to install, in many instances, 
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either the policies or persons which, in his judgment, were essential to suc- 
cess. Logically, therefore, he acknowledges but a fraction of responsibility 
for the results accruing. . 

As to the present status, it should be said that we have a heroic and 


- devoted people in the Pacific States. They compare most favorably with any 


of our people in any portion of the world. They are few, and for most part 
in moderate circumstances, but their loyalty and their high qualities of every 
kind will always command my admiration. As to our ministers, with whom 
J] have stood side and side for twelve rich and eventful years, I shall never 
expect a greater joy or honor than to be, in any way, related in service with 
men of such character and devotion. 

The securing of the Baker Home for Ministers, with its twenty acres of 
valuable ground, and the six bungalows already constructed, together with 
the recent gift by the will of Mrs. Sarah Baker of $30,000 for Philomath 
College, and the $60,000 to the trustees of First Church, Los Angeles, are 
facts in our recent development that give us added courage and hope. 

It is our judgment that the Pacific States are of such strategic impor- 
tance to American and world civilization as to justify a vastly stronger gen- 
eral denominational policy with regard to work within them. Our Pacific 
shoreline must forever have tremendous importance in relation to all the 
subsequent development of the American republic. It is on the Pacific Coast 
that America must forever stand in contact with the Asiatic and trans-Pacific 
world. 

It is for us to decide whether it is worth while for our denomination to 
decide deliberately and irrevocably on a policy of establishing ourselves 
adequately in the great ports of the Pacific Coast. They are forever destined 
to be influential, and will always be’a challenge to American Christianity. 
Let there be no repetition with us of a military policy recently condemned 
by British Military Council, the policy under review being the sending of an 
inadequate force to batter down the defense of the Dardanelles, and to take 
the city of Constantinople. It was found that, because neither military nor 
naval forces were adequate, the campaign before Constantinople should never 
have been undertaken. The result, as we all know, was that the British flag 
was taken down under the distress of disappointment and defeat. 

A little money and a few good men will not establish our Church in a 
permanent and commanding way on the Pacific Coast. It is going to cost 
no inconsiderable sum, and, unless we are ready to face that fact, we had 
just as well admit now that we shall not succeed in that region. An adequate, 
generous, persistent, strong policy will do it. Our future is to be our own 
creation, all, of course, under the blessing of the Almighty God. 


PERSONAL. 


This report completes thirty-eight years of consecutive service im the 
ministry of the United Brethren Church, and twenty-four years in General 
Conference work. The twelve years in the Bishopric have all been spent in 


an area of vast proportions, and in the absence of the strong church popu- 


lations which make large programs easily possible. God has given health 
and strength, so that ail the conferences in the twelve years have been held 
in person, and as largely as strength would permit work has been done in 
the intervals between conference sessions. Besides, conferences in the Hast 
have been held for a Bishop now translated to glory. Under special invita- 
tion, I have done a limited amount of lecture work, and reached a multitude 
of people with a message which God has placed in the depths of my soul and 
mind. The proceeds from my lecture work have been in major part con- 
tributed to needy enterprises within my- district or used in relieving the 
general treasury in whole or in part of my expense account in attending 
ings in the Hast. 
ee He 1900, in company with General Adams and Doctor Caldwell, 
of the Presbyterian Home Mission Board, I made the initial trip of our 


Sees TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Church to Porto Rico by courtesy of the War Department, and found, on 
arrival, that the bodies of our dead soldiers were being burned to remove 
the peril of yellow fever, I confronted not only that peril, but the pest of 
swarms of mosquitoes which were conveying the deadly malaria. At the 
time, this came very near costing me my life, for I was stricken with fever, 
which left me with disease which eventuated in additional trouble during 
the last four years. My recovery I attributed to the healing power and 
providence of God, and to the care of good medical practitioners. 

Service for the kingdom of God and for the Church of our choice has 
been a joy beyond description, and I submit this report in the keen apprecia- 
tion of service privilege and the love and friendship of a group of adminis- 
trative officers throughout the Pacific.area, from British Columbia to Mexico, 
the like of which I shall probably not find again on the earth. 

Invoking the blessing of God on all my associates in General Conference 
work, and asking only for such opportunity for future service as may be 
thought consistent with the highest good of the denomination, I am as ever, 

Your servant in Christ Jesus, Won. M. BELL. 


[Great applause. | 

BisHorp MaturEws. I have seen fit to have my report printed so it would 
be in the hands of the delegates in cold type, and I think it perfectly proper 
to do so, and if the pages will come forward I will be glad to put it in their 
hands so they can kindly distribute the report. 

BisHore BELL. I would like a point of privilege. On account of my remote- 
ness from the Publishing House, publishing was impossible, and you will 
pardon me for not having it done. 

BisHorp Matrurws. A personal friend generously donated me mine. 

Hon. A. S. Kreiner, of East Pennsylvania Conference. In view of the 
fact that some of these reports are printed and will be distributed, would 
it be-in order to move that Bishop Bell’s report be also-printed and dis- 
tributed in like manner? 

BisHop Briyu. I take it that it will appear in the printed proceedings, 
if that is what you mean, along with the rest. 

SECRETARY Hammack. I want to call the attention of the General Con- 
ference to the fact that all reports coming to the secretaries must be in trip- 
licate—one for this table, one for the stenographer, and one to go to the 
proper committee—three copies of each report. There has been only one 
coming in. We can’t use them that way. 

THE PRESIDENT. You hear the order of the secretaries and you must do it. 

Rey. J. W. Kirpourne, of Miami Conference. Can’t we stand and sing 
so we can get a little rest? 

Conference arose and sang two verses of “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name.” 

THE PRESIDENT. It is well enough to pause a little while and take a little 
time to put the crown on Jesus. “Crown him Lord of all.” 

Pror. A. A. Maysixirs, of Miami Conference. I would like to move the 
printing of the report of Bishop Bell. 

Doctor Huser. I would like to second that motion. For two years I 
lived in California and I was fanned a thousand times by the breezes that 
were coming in through the Golden Gate, and this great address brought it 
all back. We want to have it in print. 

BisHop BELL. I do not know what is in the mind of the mover, but if 
you mean it should be printed now by Doctor Funk, handled in a special way, 
that is one thing. If you mean it should go in the printed General Confer- 
ence Proceedings as issued by our editors, that is another thing. I am going 
to give Mr. Hall a fully written copy of what I said to you, by your per- 
mission; if that meets the case, all right. 

“a Pror. A. A. MAYSILLES. I do not wish to advertise my magnanimity at 
this particular time. If there should be expense, that bill may come to me, 
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a this Conference will authorize the printing of that report. [Ap- 
plause. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. So many reports come 
into our hands now that we can give them but little attention. They will go 
in this quadrennial report, and I think this is a waste of time and means 
to have your reports printed and scattered through the congregation. I be- 
lieve they ought to be left with the quadrennial report and we will get them 
in our homes and read them hereafter. As they will be printed and go in 
the quadrennial report, I think that will do. 

Rev. W. L. Duncan, of Lower Wabash Conference. That might be true, 
as the brother states, but that quadrennial report won’t get into as many 
homes as this report will if printed here. There is that advantage to it. 

TuE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote? < 

Dr. W. R. Funk. May I have this word of explanation with reference 
to the Bishops’ individual reports? One of the Bishops came to me and 
asked whether the Publishing House would publish the reports, and | said, 
Yes, if they are all submitted. I did decline to print one Bishop’s report and 
not print all of them, and it was impossible, as the Bishop referred to said, 
it would be impossible for us to get them all and print them and have them 
here; and that is the reason they aren’t in type. If they could all have 
been submitted to us a week ago, they would have been in type and here 
under the rule of the General Conference. I thought I ought to make that 
explanation. 

Rey. C. BE. Heiser, of Kansas Conference. I wish to make an amendment 
to include printing the reports of all the Bishops. 

Rev. W. L. Cuirpress, of Louisiana Conference. Is all this to be at the 
expense of the brother? (Maysilles.) 

Motion seconded and adopted as amended. 

THE PRESIDENT. That brother I suppose bears the expense. Now, we will 
have the report of Bishop Fout, of the Northwest District. 

Bishop H. H. Fout read his report as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF TILE NORTHWEST DISTRICT. 


Dear Fathers and Brethren: 

The last General Conference laid upon me a heavy burden of responsi- 
bility. In obedience to your order I now submit to you my quadrennial re- 
port. 4 

I am more grateful to God than I can ever express for health and . 
strength to meet the exposure and the work of the quadrennium; and to 
you, brothers and sisters, who have had ourselves and our work in your 
hearts, and often upon your lips in prayer. 

The district is composed of nine conferences, covering an area of four 
hundred and eighty thousand square miles, with a population of nineteen 
million. souls. Sixteen hundred miles intervene between the churches of the 
southeast and northwest borders of the district. This statement will convey 
some idea of the difficulties of the field and the vast amount of travel re- 
quired upon the part of the superintendent. 

Immediately following the series of conferences in 1913, the superin- 
tendents were called together for a council in the belief that leadership is 
a consensus of wise planning, the agreement of various and sound judgments, 
the concord of strong wills, the union of endeavor for ends which command 
enthusiastic co-operation. The meeting proved a splendid testimonial to the 
wisdom of the idea. After a day and part of a night of prayer and council, 
plans and policies were agreed upon for organization and concerted action 
in pushing the cause of Jesus Christ to signal victory in every phase of our 
denominational work. 

From that meeting in an upper room in Chicago, November 6, 1913, we 
went out to face our tasks with a new touch of God upon us—for service— 
and with a unity of purpose that was beautiful and prophetic. All the way 
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from that hour until the present, we have been braver and stronger because 
of that wonderful experience. Between these annual councils, the superin- 
tendents reach out across the imaginary lines which separate States and 
conferences, and clasp each other’s hands in brotherliness, co-operation, and 
helpfulness. : 

The superintendent’s Council of Administration, which convenes in reg- 
ular session at the close of each quarter, has demonstrated that, what organ- 
ization has done for other institutions, it will do for our great religious 
interests. These councils have been the specific agencies through which the 
organization is made kinetic and effective. Local church problems and 
conference interests are considered and passed upon. Pastors’ reports are 
studied with a view to giving reinforcement where the interests demand it. 
The attendance of these councils has been made as definite a part of my 
program as the annual conferences. These four annual tours of the district 
have each involved a journey of about four thousand miles. 

In presenting this report, it is understood that I am not to weary you 
with long-drawn-out statistics. It will be sufficient to present a brief digest 
of the history of these four years, the best of which no tongue will ever tell 
or pen record. In humble gratitude to God, who crowneth the years with his 
goodness, I have the honor to report to you that since 1913 substantial an- 
nual gains have been made in each of the nine conferences, both in member- 
ship and in the increase of our resources. Like the dews of the morning on 
the mown grass, the grace of our God has come upon the churches and the 
power of Jesus Christ to save from sin is still the experience of the Church 
and the theme of her preaching. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


At the beginning of the quadrennium, the communicant membership of 
the district was 72,814. At the close of the series of conferences last autumn, 
it was 85,018. Increase, 12,204, or 17 per cent. The gains by conferences are 
as follows: lIowa State, 1,124,.or 11 per cent; Lower Wabash, 700, or 7 per 
cent.; Michigan, 805, or 30 per cent.; Minnesota, 270, or 20 per cent.; Mon- 
tana, 243, or 130 per cent.; Northern Illinois, 1,629, or 18 per cent.; St. Joseph, 
3,436, or 20 per cent.; White River, 3,289, or 18 per cent.: Wisconsin, 708, or 
32 per cent. Four years ago, the army was generaled by fifteen superintend- 
ents and captained by 515 itinerants, with 114 local preachers as assistants. 
To-day, this splendid army is generaled by. eight superintendents, and cap- 
tained by 568 itinerants, with 86 local preachers as assistants, showing a gain 
of sixty-three itinerants and a loss of twenty-eight local preachers, or a net 
gain in the ranks of thirty-two. The number of departures from us to the 
ministry of other churches during the quadrennium is less than the number 
of those who joined us from other denominations. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Special emphasis has been placed upon our Sunday-school work, growing 
out of the conviction that the future growth of the Church will be very 
largely determined by the degree in which we adapt our methods to the needs 
and possibilities of our children and youth. The church that fails to look 
after its own youth will soon have no church to look after. High ideals 
of personal preparation have been constantly kept before our. splendid body 
of teachers, The results have been gratifying; the enrollment for the district 
has increased from 87,156 to 106,889, making a net gain of 19,733, or 23 per 
cent. Gains by conferences are as follows: Iowa State, 20 per cent.; Lower 
Wabash, 6 per cent.; Michigan, 22 per cent.; Minnesota, 19 per cent.: Mon- 
tana, 165 per cent.; Northern Illinois, 13 per cent.; St. Joseph, 25 per cent.: 
White River, 34 per cent.; Wisconsin, 30 per cent. The Sunday-school enroll- 


ee the district exceeds the membership of the Church by 21,871, or 25 
Nf nt, 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 85 


CIURISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 

The Christian Endeavor department has done effective work. It has 
elevated the social, intellectual, and spiritual life of its members, directed 
wisely their efforts on behalf of all the interests of the Church, and done 
much to develop their capacity for all forms of Christian service. The four 
years record a gain of 52 Senior societies with an increase in membership of 
3,279. The Junior and Intermediate work show a gain of 29 societies with 
an increase in membership of 1,284. A combined gain of 81 organizations and 
5,563 members. Gain by conferences: Iowa State, 225, or 51 per cent.; Lower 
Wabash, 129, or 10 per cent.; Michigan, 515; or 106 per cent.; Minnesota, 39 
or 7 per cent.; Montana, 25, or_40 per cent.; Northern Illinois, 729, or 76 
per cent.; St. Joseph, 1,929, or 123 per cent.; White River, 896, or 42 per cent.; 
Wisconsin, 92, or 14 per cent. The total membership of these organizations 
TSeUSs5 16: 


WOMAN’S MISSIONARY -ASSOCIATION, 


The work of the Woman’s Missionary’ Association has had a most sub- 
stantial growth throughout the entire territory. Our missionary propaganda 
owes a great deal to this most resultful missionary organization in the 
denomination. Wherever a W. M. A. is organized, the Church is found giving 
itself to the larger work of the kingdom. The membership in 1913 was 3,233. 
It is now 4,879; gain, 1,646, or 50 per cent. The offerings of 19138 aggregated 
$8,558.29. In 1917 they were $13,421.50. Gain, $4,863.21, or 56 per cent. The 
gain by conferences is as follows: Iowa State, membership 52 per cent., offer- 
ings 50 per cent.; Lower Wabash, membership 37 per cent., offerings 81 per 
cent.; Michigan, membership 55 per cent., offerings 10 per cent.; Minnesota, 
loss in membership, 3 per cent., gain in offerings, 56 per cent.; Northern 
lllinois, membership 129 per cent., offerings 88 per cent.; St. Joseph, member- 
ship 23 per cent., offerings 49 per cent.; White River, membership, 31. per 
cent., offerings 23 per cent.; Wisconsin, membership 170 per cent., offerings 
increased tenfold. This report does not include the work of the Otterbein 
Guild. 


LITERATURE. 


The circulation of our denominational literature has kept pace with the 
growth of the various departments of our work. The vital relation of our 
literature to the progress of the Church in all of its undertakings is having 
a finer appreciation and a larger recognition with each succeeding year. 
Our people take pride in our great publishing plant, unsurpassed by any of 
its contemporaries, and so splendidly equipped to meet the demands of an 
intelligent and growing constituency and to serve the present age. 


MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 


It is a pleasure to report some advance in ministerial support. How- 
ever, the percentage of increase should be very much larger than the report 
indicates. It is of the highest wisdom and duty that we provide for our 
ministers such support as secures freedom from anxiety as well as modest 
provisions for intelligence, culture, and education of children. At the begin- 
ning of the quadrennium, the total amount paid on pastors’ salaries was 
$320,041.06. It is now $359,960.74—a gain of $39,919.98, increase 13 per cent. 
The gains by conferences are as follows: lIowa State, 4 per cent.; Lower 
Wabash, no gain; Michigan, 26 per cent.; Minnesota, 34 per cent.; Montana, 
110 per cent.; Northern Illinois, 15 per cent.; St. Joseph, 13 per cent.; White 
River, 12 per cent.; Wisconsin, 60 per cent. | The average salary for four 
rears ago was about $700. It is now approximately $800. The average in- 
cludes pastors who are doing part work, and the remuneration of students. 
The average salary where full service is given is now about $900 per year. 
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EDUCATION. | 

Our educational interests have been given special emphasis, and it is a 
pleasure to report a rising tide of interest. This department of our work, 
always important, was never more so than now. In the issue, the very life 
of the Church is involved. The Church cannot depend upon secular agencies 
to do its educational work without perishing, and deserving to perish. Our 
colleges and Seminary represent the cause of the denomination. There she 
must look for her leaders, and not to State institutions. 

The problem of a ministry for the Church of to-morrow is a very serious 
challenge to the faith and prayers of our people. A recent investigation 
showed that, of 1,821 college graduates in thirty of the leading theological 
seminaries, 114 came from State institutions and 1,707 from denominational 
colleges. One great State university, with 4,000 of its students members of 
evangelical churches and with a body of alumni numbering its thousands, 
is said in a half century to have given fewer than twenty ministers to all 
the evangelical churches combined. Such statistics may not tell the whole 
story of religious leadership, but they are sutficiently informing to startle 
the Church into renewed interest in the subject of Christian education. 

There are in the district three institutions of learning: Leander Clark 
College, located at Toledo, Iowa; Indiana Central University, located at 
Indianapolis, Indiana; and Westfield College, located at Westfield, Illinois. 
This last named institution, in June, 1914, and at the close of a year of splen- 
did work, decided to discontinue for the present. The assets of the institu- 
tion at that time aggregated —————. The student body numbered 143. 
A State commission was elected by the conferences to make a careful study 
of the problem of our educational work in the State. The next step to be 
taken rests with these representatives. 

Leander Clark College, at the beginning of the quadrennium, had the 
distinction of being the most substantially endowed of any of our institutions 
of learning. In 1913, the buildings and grounds were valued at $107,000. 
With an endowment of $219,500, net assets $326,500, it is now $346,500, ex- 
clusive of debt. Increase in property and endowment, $20,000. In 1913, there 
were nineteen teachers and professors, with 250 students. The faculty re- 
mains the same in number. The student attendance has fallen below the 
standard of four years ago. 

Indiana Central University, the youngest of our institutions, is now 
celebrating the tenth anniversary of its founding. The value of property and 
endowment in 1913 was $67,793. At this time it is $172,000. Four years ago 
there were fifteen teachers and professors with 120 students. To-day the 
faculty numbers sixteen, with a student enrollment of 200. The institution 
is now in the midst of a campaign for an endowment of $250,000. Two 
overshadowing demands are upon us for both institutions: First, more 
educational buildings and increased equipment; second, the securing of an 
aoe . at past 200 per cent. in attendance. 

pecial emphasis is being placed upon the matter of keepi i 
the head of these schools in recognition that he was a teacher ee ee 
also that they bear a distinctively denominational stamp, and serve the 
denomination as a means to the larger end of serving the world. 


CHURCH BUILDING. 


The gain in value in church houses is $780,888. The gain i : 

is $145,555. Total gain in church property for the foun eee ie $876 443, 
This makes a gain of 82 per cent. in the value of church houses, and 34 per 
cent. in parsonages. Gain by conferences: Iowa State. 20 per cent.; Lower 
Wabash, 28 per cent.; Michigan, 32 per cent.; Minnesota 18 per cent ; Mon- 
tana, 196 per cent.; Northern Illinois, 16 per cent.; St. Joseph 28 per cent : 
White River, 12 per cent.; Wisconsin, 9 per cent. The present valuation of 
our churches and parsonages in the district is $304,243,400. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 87 


PAID FOR ALL PURPOSES. 


Total paid for all purposes in 1913, $709,643.48. Total paid for all pur- 
poses last year, $903,648.04. Gain, $194,004.56, or 28 per cent. The Confer- 
ence gains are as follows: Iowa State, 28 per cent.; Lower Wabash, 16 per 
cent.; Michigan, 64 per cent.; Minnesota, 59 per cent.; Montana, 225 per cent.; 
Northern Illinois, 22 per cent.; St. Joseph, 27 per cent.; White River, 20 per 
cent.; Wisconsin, 50 per cent. 


RETROSPECT. 


This retrospect produces a feeling mingied with joy and sadness—joy 
because of what has been accomplished, sadness because of the meager results 
as compared with the needs and opportunities of the field. There is cause 
for gratitude that thousands of souls have been won to Christ, that above 
twelve thousand new recruits have been added to our working force; that 
twenty thousand have been added to our Sunday-school ranks; that seventy 
new altars have been dedicated to the worship of Jehovah; that the present 
year is showing larger results than the preceding year, and that between 
November 1 and April 1, 5,500 were added to the churches, with a remarkable 
increase in Sunday-school enrollment. White River Conference added 4,000 
1o its Sunday-school forces during the first six months of the present year. 
But the highest efficiency of our forces in aggressive work and the conserva- 
tion of results would show gains fourfold in advance of what they are. 


PROSPECT. 


The field presents a great task and a mighty challenge to American 
Protestantism. It is a land of populous cities, quivering with energy, born 
of the restless, all-conquering spirit of the age, a region destined to be the 
bome of a hundred million souls, the playground of all the forces—social, 
intellectual, political, economic, and religious—which shall make or mar the 
civilization of the future. 

Some of the States comprising the district are in their infancy as to 
the development of their natural resources. We of this generation must be 
far-seeing and plan for the future. Here is an empire in the making. They 
who sow now will reap when the empire has came to its fullness of glad 
realization. Benevolent funds invested now will flow hack into the treasury 
of the Church a hundredfold. The field is vast, the problems are many but 
a great future is before us if we are wise, consecrated, and courageous. We 
may be but a handful of corn on the tops of the mountains, on barren ground 
and exposed to all winds, but the winds shall be our servants, for they will 
carry our message, and Christly zeal, our enthusiasm for humanity to all 
classes and all conditions of that mighty population. We may be but as a 
handful of corn on the tops of the mountain and yet our fruit shall shake 
like Lebanon for all the forces that make for the happiness of humanity are 
on our side. 

Our peopie are identified with all the movements looking toward the 
better civilization of to-morrow. We have thrown our forces with the great 
temperance movements which have resulted in magnificent victories and are 
singing doxologies in view of the astonishing progress of the prohibition idea 
—a, progress so great that all can confidently hope to see this curse of curses, 
the American saloon, banished from our beloved country before the close of 
che next quadrennium. 

OUR LEADERS. 

For the visitation and help of the general officers at the conferences and 
on the field, I am deeply grateful. I have a sincere appreciation of the warm 
personal friendship, courtesy, and co-operation of the conference superintend- 
ents, to whom large credit is due for whatever success has been achieved. 
They are men of God, fine friends, and leaders that the people delight to 
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follow. I have nothing but words of praise for our pastors, without whom 
we would have utterly failed in our undertakings. With but few exceptions, 
they have been taithtul. I have a growing appreciation of the character of 
our membership. It is such as to reflect credit on any denomination and 
upon the cause at large. We have a growing number of business laymen who 
take their place in the front ranks of our Church enterprises. I count it a 
rare’ privilege to have been associated with them in the work of the quad- 
rennium. 

Our missionaries on the frontier have been ready to adjust themselves. 
to difticult conditions, and count it an honor to bear hardships with their 
people. We have, in the severe climate and difficult fields of the Northwest, 
men of collegiate and Seminary training whose homes are scant in every- 
thing except family love, Christian courage, and faithfulness. 1 have shared 
their hospitality and know of their sacrifices, and am convinced that when 
the muster roll is called up yonder, such fields as Montana will respond with 
as high type of missionary heroism as will be found in any spot on the face 
of the globe. We weave our garlands for brows that have ceased to ache; we 
pronounce our eulogies over hearts that are cold; and fail to say a good word 
tor those who are proving themselves as great heroes as any that have fallen 
in the tirst ranks of the King’s army. 


PERSONAL, 


However imperfect my work has been, I submit this report with a con- 
sciousness of having made a faithful éffort. I have given full time to the 
work assigned me, having spent at least three-fourths of my time on the fiela, 
serving in whatever way that duty seemed to call—as class steward, organ- 
izer, field agent, pastor, evangelist, superintendent, and general superin- 
tendent. 

I would be untrue to the deepest feelings of my heart, if in concluding 
this report I did not make grateful mention of one to whose gentle spirit, 
prayers, and self-sacrificing devotion to Christ and the Church more credit 
is due for whatever success has been achieved than ever will be known until 
the final rewards are given. I must also mention the other, whose sweet, 
young life is a bundle of heavenly sunshine, who will never be conscious 
of a day when she was not Christ’s child, and a member of his church, and 
to whose prayers that follow me in my work I can but feel that the Father 
pays particular heed. It has been a strong tie that has bound those three 
hearts in love, hopes,.and prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. H. Four, 

[Great Applause. ] 

Tur Presipenr. Before Bishop Kephart’s report is read, I have two com- 
mittees to announce. On the State of the Country: W. F. Gruver, W. L. Chil- 
dress, W. F. Cronk, E. H. Castle, and A. A. Maysilles. Special Committee 
on Denominational Program to consider the paper that Bishop Mathews pre- 
sented: M. R. Ballinger, J. E. Grimes, E. L. Shuey, J. F. Musselman, W. G. 
Clippinger, Lk. S. Woodruff, A. B. Statton, J. H. Ruebush, C. L. Raymond, 
S. C. Caldwell, J. T. Foster, A. E. Roose, and J. N. Funk. 


BisHor Four. May these reports be distributed? |The pages distribute 
the reports. ] : 


Dr. 8. W. Pau, of Hast Tennessee Conference. 

Seconded. 

Mr. EK. L. SHury. _May I suggest that, when we adjourn, we adjourn until 
three o’clock. That will give the committees opportunity to begin their work. 

THe PRESIDENT. Then you would better hear the reports of your Bishops. 


A DELEGATE, The motion to adjourn was seconded. If need be, I will 
second it again. 


I move we adjourn. 
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THE PRESIDENT. We would better consider it a little—that motion may 
be withdrawn. How long is your report, Bishop Kephart? 

BisHop KEPHART. About eight minutes. 

THE PRESIDENT. Mine will not be more than eight or ten minutes long. 
Doctor Paul, will you withdraw that motion? I never can make a long 
speech, eat a long dinner, or make a long report. 

Doctor Pau. I will withdraw it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Kephart will make his report for the Southwest 
District. 

BisHop Krpwarr. I beg the privilege of making this statement. A 
couple of times the question came up before the Board of Bishops in relation 
to the character and printing of these reports, and my understanding clearly 
and distinctly was that each man make his report and that our reports were 
to be presented here without being printed; hence, I have not had mine 
printed, or I would have had it in the hands of Doctor Funk in time to have 
had it printed, but didn’t so understand it. I understood that they were not 
being printed, is what I mean, and I mention this to show that it was nov 
out of lack of consideration for you that this report is not printed, but 
because I understood that the reports were not being printed. I might also 
add that there was no agreement as to the character of the reports, so you 
will understand why they are so different in statements. 

REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF THE SOUTHWEST DISTRICT. 
The Members of the Twenty-seventh General Conference of the Church of 
the Umted Brethren in Christ: 

Under appointment of the General Conference of 1913, I assumed the 
oversight of the Southwest District, on July 1, 1913, and since that time have 
given my time and service wholly to the interest of the district and of the 
denomination. 

I have attended and presided over each session of the several confer- 
ences of the district, and in addition have preached, lectured, attended Gen- 
eral and conference board and other meetings, and otherwise served to the 
best of my knowledge and ability, having been hindered by ill health on 
only three Sundays during the quadrennium. 

The district, as it came under my supervision, consisted of eleven annual 
conferences: the Missouri, East Nebraska, North Nebraska, West Nebraska, 
North Kansas, Neosho, Southwest Kansas, Oklahoma, North Texas, and Lou- 
isiana conferences. 

In accordance with action of General Conference, the three Nebraska 
conferences met in joint session and merged in the fall of 1913, thus con- 
stituting the Nebraska Conference. Likewise, in 1914, the three Kansas 
conferences met in joint session and merged, forming the Kansas Conference. 
At the sessions of the North Texas and the Oklahoma conferences, in 1913, 
each conference voted favorably to a change of boundary of the North Texas 
Conference so as to attach the three western counties of Oklahoma to the 
Oklahoma. Conference, as authorized by the General Conference of 1913. The 
transfer was completed at the session of North Texas Conference in 1914. 
Inasmuch as this left the whole of the North Texas Conference within the 
State of New Mexico, the conference changed its name from North Texas 
to New Mexico. At its session of 1915, the New Mexico Conference concurred 
with the suggestion of the Home Mission Board, and became a mission con- 
ference. These changes left the district composed of seven conferences, one 
of them being a mission conference. 

The fruitage of the toil of the ministry and laity, while not all that was 
desired, is such as to justify heartfelt gratitude to God and conscientious 
appreciation by the denomination. During the quadrennium embraced be- 
tween the conference sessions of 1912 and 1916, according to statistics given 
by the Year Book, the membership of the Church in the district increased 
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from 31,671 to 35,958, a net increase of 4,287 or 13.5 per cent., the increase 
of the denomination at large being 14.6 per cent. Reports from conference 
superintendents since the last conterence sessions indicate that the member- 
ship of the district at this time may be 38,150. ae 

The Sunday-school enrollment increased 11.4 per cent.; Christian En- 
deavor, 15.8 per cent. The amount paid to pastors during the quadrennium 
increased 10.3 per cent. The contributions for benevolences increased from 
$19,674 to $32,589, an increase of 66 per cent., 50.1 per cent. of the total 
amount collected being retained for conference, home missionary work, edu- 
cation, and other church extension purposes. Tne contributions of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association increased about 27 per cent. ‘The total 
amount collected Lor all purposes was increased by $172,240, or 13.5 per cent. 
The value of church property exceeds that reported in 1912 by $128,322. 

During the quadrennium there have been thirty-one churches built, 
valued at $184,819. Debts on churches have heen paid to the amount ot 
$54,503. There have been nineteen parsonages built, valued at $29,100; debts 
on parsonages have been paid aggregating $9,764. There are now fourteen 
churches and three parsonages in process of erection. There have been fifty 
persons licensed to preach, and forty have been ordained. 

The situation and opportunities for our work in the district may be 
judged somewhat from the following facts reported to me by the superin- 
tendents of the Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, and New 
Mexico conferences: Of towns and cities in the States named with a popu- 
lation of from 500 to 2,500, we are occupying sixty-eight; of one hundred and 
ninety-four cities having a population of 2,500 or more, we are occupying 
fifty-tive, leaving one hundred and thirty-nine that we do not occupy. Of a 
total of four hundred and eighty-two county seats, we are occupying forty- 
two, leaving four hundred and twenty that we do not occupy. About fifty- 
tive per cent. of our churches in cities of 2,500 or more are reported to me 
as comparing favorably as to equipment with the equipment of other churches 
in the same cities. 

These same superintendents report to me that, estimating conservatively, 
in order to enter and develop a reasonable number of the promising open- 
ings now before us in their States, we need annually an addition of forty 
well qualified men, and an annual additional appropriation of Home Mission. 
ary funds amounting to $27,650. 

Our educational institutions on the district, Kansas City University and 
York College, show an encouraging degree of prosperity. 

As you are aware, Kansas City University, viewed from our side, is the 
successor of Campbell College, located formerly at Holton, Kansas, the 
merger with the university having been completed the fall of 1918, under 
conditions that have been determined and agreed upon before I came to the 
district; the institution is now owned and operated jointly by the Methodist 
Protestant Church and Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma conferences of the 
United Brethren Church, the union of our work in this relation having thus 
far proved a very happy one. 

The university has been laboring at great disadvantage on account of the 
incumbrance: of an indebtedness amounting to $220,000, about $150,000 ot 
which had been incurred before the merger, the remaining $70,000 by the 
erection of the Union Hall, the ladies’ dormitory, and by deficits in current 
expense funds. Of this indebtedness, $150,000 is now at the point of adjust- 
ment, Mr. H. J. Heinz making a donation of $25,000 to this end; it is the 
expectation of the management of the institution to have from $35,000 to 
$40,000 of the balance cancelled by coming commencement; all of this, aside 
from the donation of Mr. Heinz, is cancelled by the transfer of the property, 
real estate, held by the institution before the merger was made. For the 
settlement of what remains after the adjustments just named, the insti 
tution holds additional real estate, the income from which ig expected to 
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create a fund sufficient for its cancellation and, in addition, a permanent 
income for endowment purposes. 

It is the purpose of those having the institution in charge, to inaugurate, 
immediately following the coming commencement, a campaign for the secur- 
ing of $250,000, $200,000 of which shall be for endowment, the remainder for 
current expenses. The internal work of the institution, both from the reli- 
gious and the scholastic side, is very satisfactory. There still remains a part 
of the Campbell College indebtedness unpaid. 

Dr. M. O. McLaughlin, who came to the presidency of York College in 
1913, reports the condition of that institution as very satisfactory and hope- 
ful—the members of the faculty, twenty-six in number, all Christians, and 
the student body, a total of 824 in all departments, all of them Christians 
but about twelve, with twelve persons preparing for the ministry. 

Aside from added library and scientific apparatus, and some repairs, 
the equipment as to buildings and grounds remains as it was four years ago. 

While there has been a slight increase of indebtedness, owing to a fifty 
per cent. increase in faculty force, there has been, as the president reports, 
an increase of endowment from $68,000 to $227,000. These conditions cer- 
tainly should be very gratifying to all who are interested in our educational 
work. 

The quadrennium has called for much of hard work, for which I have 
been thankful, and at the same time has brought with the labor much of joy. 
My traveling in the discharge of my duties has averaged fully 30,000 miles 
per year. 

My association with the ministry and laity of the district has been most 
delightful, and to all of them I am under lasting obligations for their hearty 
co-operation and kind forbearance; and to the Holy Trinity Almighty does 
my heart ascribe praise and return thanks for this abiding presence and help. 

Cyrus J. KEPHART. 


[Great applause. ] : 

Ture PRESIDENT. Bishop Howard will preside for a moment or two while 
I read my report. I know you are weary. You will be glad that it is not long. 

Bishop Howard occupied the chair while Bishop Weekley read his report 
for the East District. 


REPORT OF THE BISHOP OF THE EAST DISTRICT. 


To the General Conference Assembled: 

I bring to you my quadrennial report of the East District, to which I 
was assigned four years ago. I assure you I entered upon the work with 
feelings of trepidation lest I might not be able to meet the expectations and 
demands of the brethren; yet I felt reasonably sure that my lot had been 
cast among a people who were not only willing to give me their co-operation, 
but would overlook any blunders I might make, and sustain me with the 
heartiest moral support. 

I think the representatives of the district will bear me out in the state- 
ment that the quadrennium has been one of great achievements for the 
Church in more ways than one, and closes with a feeling of optimism and 
enthusiasm never experienced before in its history. Great revivals swept 
the entire field. Multiplied thousands were converted to God and added 
to our membership, while a new life has been experienced by vast numbers 
who were already in the Church. 

You gave me 102,021 members four years ago; I now report back 121,946, 
or a net gain of 19,925. The Chickamauga Conference (colored) withdrew 
from the Church soon after the last General Conference, which entailed a loss, 
in figures, of 350 members. But for this slump our net increase would be 
considerably above 20,000. During the present year, great religious awaken- 
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ings have occurred in some of the conferences which promise large gains in 
membership. 

I found property, churches and parsonages, valued at $4,698,304; I am 
pleased to report present values at $5,830,775—an increase of $1,132,471. In 
the last six months, fully $125,000 has been added to these figures, thus 
pushing the total increase up to more than a million and a quarter. The 
Sunday-school enrollment has gone from 143,188 in 1912 to 164,298 in 1916— 
a clear increase of 21,110. The total collections for Sabbath-school purposes 
in 1916 were $81,355.77—a gain of $5,842.40 over the closing year of the 
previous quadrennium. I report Christian Endeavor members, Seniors and 
Juniors, as aggregating 41,767—a gain of 5,714 for the four years. 

The salaries paid ‘pastors and superintendents in 1912 aggregated 
$340,517.50; last year they mounted up to $389,024.25, which shows a gain, 
comparing the two years, of $48,506.75. The total raised for all purposes 
during the quadrennium ending with the last General Conference, was 
$3,298,455; for the quadrennium now closing, $4,221,649, which shows the 
magnificent gain of $1,023,194. The figures I have given exhibit in a gen- 
eral way the progress made during the last four years. 

I have striven most earnestly to aid Lebanon Valley College and Shen- 
andoah Collegiate Institute during the quadrennium, and take pleasure in 
reporting them each in a prosperous condition, so far as their internal work 
is concerned, with growing student bodies, and a corresponding increase in 
the number of*their friends and supporters. They both need, and must have, 
more Money with which to meet the increasing demands made upon them in 
various ways. Out of these schools must come the leaders of the Church in 
the co-operating conferences. Since our schools of learning are the brightest 
jewels of the denomination, they merit the very best support at the Church’s 
command. I give it as my candid judgment that all the territory now 
included in the East District, except, perhaps, the southwestern part of West 
Virginia, should affiliate with Lebanon Valley College, and this General 
Conference, I sincerely trust, will use its moral influence to secure such a 
happy equalization of co-operating territory. 

Sugar Grove Seminary closed its doors by action of Erie Conference 
some three years ago, and has been converted into a summer school designed 
to aid the preachers and young people of the conference. A strong corps 
of instructors has been provided, and if properly encouraged and supported 
may continue a blessing to the Church in that section. 

The Old People’s Home.aud Orphanage, located at Quincy, Pennsylvania, 
has a strong trustee board, an alert, careful, executive committee, and a pains- 
taking superintendent. The work done by this joint home, generally speak- 


those especially interested in such institutions. A full report will be sub- 
mitted to this body by the trustees at the proper time. 

During the quadrennium T have licensed 127 young men to preach the 
gospel, and ordained fifty-four others to the higher office of elder in the 
Church. Of those received into the ministry, forty-eight had taken, or were 
taking, a full or partial course in college and Seminary, while forty-five had 
taken a high-school course, or its equivalent. Among those ordained, out of 
the forty-eight, twenty-five wére college men, having taken a full or limited 
course, thirteen had been through the Seminary, and seventeen had had the 
benefit of a high-school course. 

Everywhere, and all the time, I endeavored to stand for a clean, active, 
intelligent ministry, and for a saved membership surrendered to the leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit. Every pulpit on the district, so far as I know, rings 
true on the great fundamentals emphasized by Otterbein and others of the 


fathers, and the Word of God is given a place in the pulpit and home neyer 
accorded it before, 
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I further tried to magnify all the departments of the Church, and gave 
every general officer who visited my conferences a full opportunity to repre- 
sent his work. And in this connection I wish to thank these men, and the 
college presidents also, for the uniform kindness they showed me, and for 
the inspiration and helpfulness which their presence brought to ministers and 
lay delegates. They did their work well, setting forth with great ability the 

.interests committed to them. 

I also urged most vigorously the circulation of all our periodicals, and . 
especially the Religious Telescope and Woman’s Hvangel. Our people, to be 
loyal to the Church and enlisted in its support, must read its literature. 
Intelligence is the mainspring of devotion to the Church, and never fails to 
direct its energies in channels of efficient service. Personally, I have taxed 
to the utmost my strength and time in trying to help superintendents, pastors, 
and local congregations. A little over a year ago, I was compelled to cancel 
my engagements for a time, but, thanks to a good providence, I soon rallied 
from the seeming break-down and continued my. work as aforetime. 

During the quadrennium I have delivered 580 sermons and addresses, and 
traveled 88,000 miles. The monéy | raised on church and parsonage debts 
aggregated $175,902. I nave received $11,972 salary, and $1,861 in presents 
and on traveling expenses, making a total income of $13,833. My expenses 
have been as follows: Hor rent, $1,620; ior travel, $1,429; and contributed to 
ihe cause of benevolence, $2,133; making a total of $5,182. Net salary, $8,651. 
In these figures I present a irank statement of my income and outlay. 

In closing, I wish to say that the brethren, ministers, and laymen have 
treated me with great kindness—much greater than I deserved. The con- 
ferences have been in harmony with my views and feelings, or I have been 
in harmony with theirs, whichever you please to call it. My superintendents 
are strong men and noble exponents ot the gospel and faith of the Church. 
The fellowship of the four years has been sweet and helpful. No man could 
ask a more loyal membership and ministry. 

For the very great kindness shown me, I have not words to express my 
‘ gratitude. From my inmost heart I say, “God bless them all.” 

I humbly suggest that this General Conference plan a great forward 
movement program for the whole Church, to include: 

1. A mighty appeal tor Home and lroreign Missions to the end that we 
may keep in touch with the spirit and purpose of our Savior’s coming to 
earth. 

9. A united and deterrnined effort to adequately endow our colleges 
in order to increase, to the fullest extent possible, their efficiency and power. 

3 A Christian consideration of the needs of our worn-out and retired 
ministers, and thus not only provide aid for them, but, as well, preserve the 
good name and honor of the Church. 

4, A mighty, old-time, evangelistic movement looking to the salvation 
of sinners, and the enlargement and strengthening of our beloved Church. 

The little strength I have is here and now pledged to an honest effort 

uch a program a success. 
to help make s prog We Ve Wheeiee. 


[Great applause. ] é 

Bishop Weekley resumes the chair. : 

‘Tur Presipent. Now, Brother Shuey suggested a while ago that, when 
you adjourn, you adjourn until three o’clock. Brother Shuey, we shall have 
the report of the Publishing Agent between two and three o'clock. That is 
the plan we had agreed upon—publishing interests first, and we may have 
Church Erection in that hour, if possible, and then the report of Bishop 
~ Howard in the special service this afternoon, although it will be a business 
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service—the report ot Bishop Howard and the Foreign Missionary Secretary. 
These items we have planned for this afternoon. 

Pror. Mark Keppet, of California Conference. I move that we adjourn 
to meet at two o’clock. 

Mr. SHury. In connection with my motion, it was my thought that these 
committees should at least organize. Some of us are on two or three com- 
mittees, and we are beginning to wonder where we are. 

BisHop MatuHews. It is of the utmost importance to have the com- 
mittees meet at once. 

Motion to adjourn seconded and adopted. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. It has been ordered that the roll of the General 
Conference be printed with the rules of order. I have the names arranged 
on here, but I do not have the post-office addresses of those who have been 
seated in place of those who are absent. If I could call these, I would like 
to have them given to me. 

THE PRESIDENT. Couldn’t the chairmen of the delegations where the 
changes occurred, furnish them to you? 

SECRETARY HAmMaAcK. If they will do that. 

THE PRESIDENT. Please bring to the secretary immediately the post- 
office addresses of the brethren who have been seated in place of those who 
couidn’t come. 

The chairnien of various committees announced meetings of the com- 
mittees during the noon interval. 

Rev. O. O. Inman made various announcements of personal interest to 
the delegates, and it was agreed that the matter of having the city papers 
give space for the Conference news should be left with the local committee. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion to adjourn prevails, and you stand ad- 
journed until two o’clock this afternoon. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


FRripAy, May 11, 1917. 

The General Conference convened at 2: 00 o’clock p.m., Bishop Bell pre- 
siding. 

THE PRESIDENT. The General Conference will come to order. I will ask 
that we stand and be led in prayer by Dr. George Miller. 

Dr. George Miller then led in prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there any miscellaneous item that should command 
immediate attention of the General Conference? If not, we will take up the 
order, and we want to push along vigorously, so that at three o’clock we can 
take the foreign missionary program, which was listed for that time. 

Doctor Funk, the report on Publishing House and publishing interests 
is first on. the schedule this afternoon. Now, please, tell everybody to come 
in immediately; we are on important business and must push from the very 
start together. Some one will announce a hymn here while they are coming 
in, for we do not want so great a report froma great department to be given 
in vacuity. It isn’t wholesome for us. 

Dr. J. H. Brunk, of Virginia Conference, announced song No. 6, “Come, 
thou Almighty King,” and Conference joined in singing. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, please, let everybody give attention while Dr. A. W. 
Drury, the chairman of the Publishing House Board, will read the report of 
the trustees of the Publishing House. 

Dr. A. W. Drury, a professor in Bonebrake Theological Seminary and 


president of the Board of Trustees of the Publishing House, then read to 
the Conference the following report: 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 


The trustees elected at the session of the General Conference at 
Decatur, Illinois, in May, 1913, met in the Decatur United Brethren 
Church, May 17, 1913, and organized by electing A. W. Drury pres- 
ident, J. A. Lyter secretary, and A. W. Drury, R. C. Kumler, and 
Fred H. Rike, Local Committee. In October, 1913, Fred H. Rike 
resigned as a member of the Board, and H. C. Cridland was elected 
to take his place both in the Board and on the Local Committee. 

In the quadrennium, the Board has held the usual regular annual 
meetings, and, besides, has held annually, a mid-year session. The 
Local Committee has held frequent meetings. The Board and Local 
Committee have sought to co-operate loyally and fully with Doctor 
Funk, the Publishing Agent, in his earnest and efficient efforts to 
promote the interests and usefulness of the Printing Establishment. 
The regular activities of the Printing HWstablishment throughout the 
quadrennium and its present condition and financial standing, are 
fully given in the report of the Publishing Agent. 

The lands belonging to the Printing Establishment remain the 
same as they were four years ago. 

At the time of the last General Conference, a loss of $86,408.46 
was charged against the Printing Establishment as a result of the 
devastating flood which had recently swept over the city of Dayton. 
It was found necessary to add the following year to this reckoning 
of the loss, $21,217.25. It is gratefully acknowledged that, to meet 
in part these losses, the Church generously responded with a dona- 
tion of $7,011.23. 

At this juncture, so unfavorable in many ways, the trustees were 
met with the urgent requirement that a new publishing plant be 
erected to afford larger space and better facilities. The grounds had 
previously been purchased and the plans drawn. After taking into 
account the plans proposed for flood prevention, it was decided to go 
forward with the enterprise, even though borrowed money to the 
extent of the expenditure would be necessary. Building costs at this 
time were low. No pains were spared to make the new printing 
plant substantial and adapted in every way to the most advanced 
demands of the printing trade. 

Of the total investment of $1,378,828.75, $631,090.21 is invested 
in the manufacturing plant on Fifth Street, and $747,738.54 in the 
properties at Main and Fourth streets. The present arrangement 
provides that there shall be no debt on the Fifth Street manufactur- 
ing building. Yet the manufacturing plant must produce the larger 
part of the revenue which is to reduce the debt standing against 
the Printing Establishment. 

The properties at Main and Fourth streets should, when normal 
conditions are reached, pay all carrying costs on the same, including 
taxes, and the interest on the total indebtedness of the Printing Es- 
tablishment. Taking financial] conditions as they were at the time 
the printing equipment was removed from the Fourth Street build- 
ing, and the necessarily slow process in securing satisfactory tenants 
for the space thus vacated, as well as for other space previously 
vacant, we can understand why there should have been a shortage in 
the past year of fifteen thousand dollars, as compared with the de- 
mands upon these properties as indicated above. It is evident that, 
considering the equity which the Printing Establishment has in the 
properties at Main and Fourth streets, these properties cannot pay 


a profit until suitably improved. 
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A general view of the financial strength and security of the Print- 
ing Establishment should not fail to take into account the exceed- 
ingly low valuation placed on the real estate of the Printing Hstab- 
lishment as given in the invoices, no addition having been made to 
the valuation of real estate since 1893, except in connection with the 
erection of buildings or improvements made to buildings. Of like 
conservative character is the valuation of the equipment of the 
Printing Plant, as shown by a comparison with the invoice made by 
the Lloyd-Thomas Appraisal Company. 

The total amount of money paid out in subsidies in the last quad- 
rennium was $18,277.42. it is proper that special attention should 
be given to the matter of subsidies to be paid out from the funds of 
the Printing Establishment. The first Trustees of the Printing Hs- 
tablishment, who seem not to have been appointed by the General 
Conference, announced in the first issue of the ‘‘Religious Tele- 
scope”’ the purpose that the “‘profits arising from this work shall go 
to assist the itinerant, superannuated, and indigent preachers and 
their families.’’ In the constitution adopted for the Printing Estab- 
lishment in 1837, the profits were declared to go to the “traveling 
and worn-out preachers and their widows and orphans.’’ When, at 
the direction of the Trustees, the Printing Establishment was in- 
corporated in 1839, it was declared that the profits should be di- 
vided out to the annual conferences equally for ‘‘the support of their 
ministry.” As showing how tentative all of these regulations were, 
one article of the charter declared that the proceeds of any and all 
property held by the Printing Establishment should never ‘‘exceed 
the sum of ten thousand dollars per annum.’’ These regulations 
have been modified from time to time. In the quadrennium ending 
in 1885, ten thousand dollars were given out to the annual confer- 
ences, and in the quadrennium following, the sum of six thousand 
dollars was given in the same way. Since 1897, dividends have been 
given amounting to fifty thousand dollars. 

A most serious thing, a thing that would seem to jeopardize divi- 
dends of the class named, is an apparent demand from different 
quarters that various interests, for which other provision has not 
been made, shall be cared for by the Printing Establishment. Even 
the thought may be the occasion of harm, since such thought might 
stand in the way of the larger support that direct planning and effort 
ought to secure. At the same time, a constant drain through a 
multiple of expenses impairs the progress of the Printing Establish- 
ment to the position and resource enabling it best to serve the 
Church and supplement the funds for the support of superannuated 
ministers and their widows and orphans. As in the past there were 
times when the Printing Establishment could not reach out beyond 
itself, so at the present time its resources should be conserved as far 
as possible for a larger service in the time to come. 

With the exception of less than thirty thousand dollars, all the 
capital invested in the Printing Establishment is made up of profits 
in the years past and borrowed money. The only way to discharge 
present obligations is from profits in the future. 

Within the last twenty years, the net value of the Publishing 
House has grown from $283,383.04 to $658,424.75, and the volume 
of business done annually from $188,431.34 to $549,503.45, includ- 
ing amounts received from rents and other sources. 

Besides the Church publications, to produce which the House is 
splendidly equipped, almost all lines of commercial printing are 
turned out in great quantities. All of this work is done under the 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST ee ont 


keenest competition in the open market, requiring expert knowledge 
and skill to achieve financial success. 

We are thoroughly satisfied with the records, books, and account- 
ing of the House, and the audits made annually by two professional 
firms employed by the Local Committee. ; 

The Publishing House has some three hundred employees, men 
and women, whose interests are the highest interests of the House. 
Forty per cent. of the income is paid in wages. The House stands 
not only for a good wage, but for a social service for all. 

In making this, our quadrennial report, we recognize that our 
little day of authority and responsibility is past, and that the longer- 
day and the larger responsibility pass to this General Conference, 
and the General Conferences that shall follow, to foster and to util- 
ize the Printing Establishment of our Church as a mighty agency: in 
building up the kingdom of God. [Signed] Dr. A. W. Drury, Presi- 
dent; Rev. J. A. Liver, D.D., Secretary; Rev. A. P. FUNKHOUSER, D.D., 
Rey. P. M. Camp, D.D., Hon. Jay M. Cogan, Hon. R. H. BENNETT, 
Ricuarp C. Kumuier, F. A. Z. Kumier, Harry C. Cripianp, Trustees. 


Tur PRESIDENT. This most excellent, business-like report is presented to 
you, submitted by the Board of Trustees. Do you wish to refer it to the 
proper committee? 

On motion of Dr. W. W. Williamson, the report was referred to the 
Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Tur PrReswwEeNT. Doctor Funk, U. B. Publishing Agent, will now read. his 
report. 

QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE AGENT OF TIUE PUBLISHING TOUSE. 


To the Members of the General Conference of Ge) Wy oe ; 

Dear Brethren: It is with pleasure I make this, my fifth quad- 
rennial report to you as representatives of the Church. Of the five 
reports thus made, this one is in almost every respect the best. In 
record of actual work done it surpasses all its predecessors, and in 
financial results it stands second. At the beginning of the quadren- 
nium, if any one, even if it had been one who knew much about the 
work of the House, had said to me that this was possible, I would 
have ‘doubted his judgment, and I believe I would’ have had good 
reason for this doubt, because -the disastrous flood of March 25, 
19138, carried its awful effects into the work of this term. Every- 
body was appalled and uncertainty ruled. The old Board of Trus- 
tees were in doubt, and who could blame them? The General Con- 
ference changed the personnel of the ‘Board by electing five new 
members out of the nine. Tife financial loss was great, and the 
disturbed conditions that lasted through several years affected the 
product of the institution. As to the new Board, it is my opinion 
that no'man in the management of any institution has ever had a 
group of men with whom to work that have had more independent 
thought and purpose than the men who have acted as Trustees of 
the Printing Establishment during the past four years. This is to 
their credit, and to the well-being of the establishment they repre- 
sent, and, may I ‘add, to the great delight of the Agent. As an 
illustration of the thoroughness of the Trustees, they discovered 
that the Agent and the Editors were required to sign receipts for 
all postage stamps received from the stamp clerk. They found that 
the Agent does not know the combination of the safes, and that he 
does not handle the moneys of the House; that the cashier and 
assistant cashier are held to a strict daily balance of cash. That 
the audit of the institution from year to year brings a close ex- 
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amination of all receipts and expenditures, and the balancing of 
the cash, thus safeguarding all who handle the moneys of the House. 
That all, when representing the Publishing House—the Agent, Ed-. 
itors, and others—must receipt to the cashiers for any money that 
they receive for traveling expenses, and give an account upon their 
return. In making purchases, there are four different checks upon 
orders sent out and goods received on said orders. 

The fact came to the attention of the Board, and may be of in- 
terest to the General Conference, that the Publishing Agent does not 
make the figures of the invoice. It has been the rule of this admin- 
istration to have every superintendent. give the figures of his own 
department. I desire to turn over to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests a full invoice, made in duplicate. Neither before nor after 
the invoices were made, did the Agent change a figure. Every in- 
voice has been passed upon and approved by the Local Committee. 

On returning home from the Decatur General Conference, we 
piunged into the work of reorganization, never dreaming at that 
time that the Board, on account of existing: conditions, would take 
into consideration any further development of the great plans that 
had been worked out by the former Trustees. With an intense 
purpose to bring the House back to its former condition, if possible, 
the work of the quadrennium was begun. This has been in every 
way the most strenuous term and one that has presented problems 
for solution that have tested the best thought and judgment of the 
Board, Local Committee, and Agent. No important action affecting 
the institution has been taken by the Agent without the unanimous 
vote of the Trustees or of the Committee. In every instance where 
there was a forward movement in the extension work, which implied 
new buildings or reconstruction of old ones, it has been ordered by 
the unanimous vote of either the Board or the Committee. 

The Trustees have held semi-annual meetings during the quad- 
rennium, nine in all, which have added to the expenses. Their fre- 
quent counsel has been deemed worthy of the expenditure. I believe 
it is the duty of the Committee on Publishing Interests to read the 
minutes of both the Trustees and the Local Committee, with the 
side reports made to them at each meeting by the Editors and the 
Agent, in order that an intelligent idea of the work of the House 
may be obtained by the Committee. The intensive work done by 
the Trustees in their meetings stimulated the Agent to do his best, 
and I wish to commend the Board for their faithfulness. 

The magnitude of the institution, the unexpected conditions aris- 
ing during this quadrennium, have made the duties of the Agent 
very exacting, but I can say, with great thankfulness: to Almighty 
God, that physical vigor has been granted commensurate with the 
duties imposed. That the hand of God has been seen in leading and 
helping, controlling, and directing the affairs of the institution, is 
my belief. The loss of almost one hundred thousand dollars in the 
flood, and with machinery unreliable, with conditions in the city 
uncertain, with the outside world wondering if Dayton would ever 
survive and come back to its old-time vigor, with the panic following 
close after. the flood, and then the war conditions arising, each 
bringing unprecedented questions for solution; notwithstanding 
these conditions, the quadrennium shows as one of the best, if not 
the best, during my term as Agent. I could not have felt the loss 
that the House sustained by the flood more had it been my own 
personal property, but I do thank God that, after we were started 
into the work of rehabilitation, the faint-heartedness, which con- 
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trolled me to a great extent at the last General Conference, passed 
away and the old-time determination came back, and the motto 
stood out, ‘Win, flood or no flood,’’ and God has helped us win. 

THE NET INVOICE, APRIL 2, 1917, is $658,424.75, while the 
GROSS ASSETS are $1,378,828.75. Of this total invoice, $747,- 
738.54 is invested in real estate, as shown in the financial statement 
of April 2, 1917, and given on the last pages of this report. The 
balance is invested in the manufacturing department, church depart- 
ment, and miscellaneous items shown as delivery, office equipment, 
due House on accounts, cash, etc. The invoice of the institution at 
the beginning of this term was $544,212.20, a gain for the quad- 
rennium of $114,212.55. The invoice of the institution on July 2, 
1897, when this administration began, was $283,383.04, a total gain 
in the net invoice of $375,041.71. This shows a gain of one hundred 
and thirty-two per cent., plus, in the net assets, aside from the sub- 
sidies paid to the denomination during that period. 

I hope the Committee on Publishing Interests will carefully ex- 
amine the invoice and note with what scrupulous care the superin- 
tendents of departments have deducted the ten per cent. for depreci- 
ation, and this has been going on through the entire twenty years, 
showing a reliability of invoice that no reasonable person can doubt. 
There are few machines in the factory part of the institution that 
are declining in their usefulness, and, if one is found at any time, 
it can be disposed of at more than invoice price. That has been true 
for the past number of years. It is a matter of interest to note the 
steady increase in invoice by quadrenniums. 

July 2, 1897 the net invoice was $283,383.04 
April 1, 1901 the net invoice was 303,179.99 
April 1, 1905 the net invoice was 402,975.83 
April 1, 1909 the net invoice was 536,986.18 
April 15, 1913 the net invoice was 544,211.20 
April 2, 1917 the net invoice was 658,424.75 

This reveals a steady gain in the invoices, notwithstanding the 
writing out of the losses incidental to this period. 

THE BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE IS SHOWN BY THE FOLLOW- 
ING FIGURES, given by quadrenniums: 

From April. 2, 1897 to April 1, 1901, $ 791,037.89 
From April 1, 1901 to April 1, 1905, 1,062,418.46 
From April 1, 1905 to April 1, 1909, 1,395,360.69 
From April 1, 1909 to April 15, 1913, 1,781,115.76 
From April 15, 1913 to April 2, 1917, 2,037,074.74 

No one can study these figures without recognizing the constant, 
upward growth of the House by an average of almost .$300,000 per 
quadrennium, making a GRAND TOTAL OF BUSINESS DONE IN 
THE TWENTY YEARS OF $7,067,007.54. 

THE PROFITS FOR THE QUADRENNIUM ENDING APRIL 2, 
1917, are as follows: 

For the year ending April 1, 1914, $45,726.83 
For the year ending April 1, 1915, 40,043.74 
For the year ending April 1, 1916, 35,004.41 
For the year ending April 2, 1917, 31,230.22 
ROA oO) Biel Steps yenilcha seis fee6 $152,005.20 

The profits of the year 1916 were cut down because of the re- 
moval to the new factory, which began at the beginning of that 
fiscal year, and which disturbed business for several months. The 
decrease in profits for 1917 was due to two conditions: (1) The 
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strike in the Hngraving Department, causing that department to 
show.a loss instead of.a profit, the first time in its history, affecting 
the House many thousands of dollars; and (2) the war conditions, 
that brought on an unprecedented expense in material and labor. 
Here, again, the study of the profits by quadrenniums will be 
helpful. 

3 The profits from 1897 to 1901 were $ 83,087.35 
The profits from 1901 to 1905 were 146,689.53 
The profits from 1905 to 1909 were 166,299.81 
The profits from 1909 to 1913 were 143,291.74 
The profits from 1913 to 1917 were 152,005.20 


APPTOTAT PROELTIE OW} serra er one $691,373.63 
These figures speak for themselves and need no comment from me. 
THE SUBSIDIES PAID TO THE CHURCH this quadrennium 
amounted to $18,277.42. Besides subsidies, two items of unusual 
expense needed to be met by the earnings of the House. The first 
was the flood loss of the quadrennium, amounting to $21,217.25, 
which was reduced, however, to $14,206.02 by appreciated contri- 
butions of $7,011.23 from the Church toward that loss. The main 
loss by the flood, $76,408.46, was reported four years ago. Second, 
was the moving expense, which appears in the report for the year 
ending 1916, and amounted to $5,308.21. 
The subsidies for each year of the quadrennium were: 
For the year ending April, 1914, $5,886.25 
For the year ending April, 1915, 4,099.55 
For the year ending April, 1916, 4,191.31 
For the year ending April, 1917, 4,100.31 


A Volaltot 5 Sore sper nec cen er ee $18,277.42 

The General Conference requirement that the Publishing House 
furnish blanks for annual conferences, etc., is a heavy task. I have 
no recommendation against it, but there should be care on the part 
of all concerned to reduce the demand by judicious use of these 
supplies. : 

Formerly the subsidies carried the donation made by the House 
to the general departments for one-half of the rental of their offices. 
This has not been done for a part of the quadrennium, due to the 
fact that the Local Committee, sustained by the Board of Trustees, 
directed the Agent to charge full rental to those who continued to 
occupy the offices in the Office Building after the removal to the 
new Publishing Plant. This we have done, taking the amount out 
of the subsidies and transferring it to accounts receivable. 

It is my belief that the House can afford to pay an average of 
$5,000 in dividends per year to the annual conferences, beginning in 
1918. The Board of Trustees should be instructed to do this unless 
some unforeseen condition arises, by which the business could not 
afford it. Had it not been for the flood, this yearly dividend would 
not have been stopped. One of the delights in these twenty years 
has been to pay to the superannuated ministers, through the annual 
conferences, the sum of $50,000, making a total of $66,000 in the 
entire history of the House. 


REAL ESTATE. : 
In setting forth the Real Hstate, I desire you to study carefully 
the diagram which accompanies this statement, and is found on 
page 101. The description begins at the corner of Main and 
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Fourth streets, which is the original purchase of real estate, made 
in 1853, upon which a four-story brick structure was erected in 
1854. The diagram shows the ground under the Office Building, 
with 40. feet front on Main Street, extending on Fourth Street 129 
feet, 94% inches; then north 59% feet, and then toward Main Street 
to the dotted line; then south 19% feet, then following the line to 
Main Street. This ground is in the invoice at $100,000, and is 
owned in fee simple. 

The House also owns the Fourth Street Realty in fee simple. This 
is bounded by another design, running on Fourth Street 60 feet, 
11% inches to an alley. The building on this property extends over 
the private alley, which is 14 feet, 3144 inches wide. This building 
is seven stories, with basement. The Kaker leasehold, which runs 
from Main Street, is 41 feet, 2 inches wide, extending through to 
the private alley. Where the dotted line crosses this property, we 
aim to show the line of the present Fourth Street building, which ex- 
tends over the Fourth Street Realty back over the east end of the 
Eaker leasehold, and then over the Moore and Sheets tract to Market 
Street. All these, except the Eaker lease, are known in the report, 
together with the Uhléin and Richter properties, east of the alley 
on Market Street, as the General Realty, and are invoiced, buildings 
and ground, at $263,978.58. 

The Fourth Street Realty, the Moore and Sheets lot, the Uhlein 

and Richter pieces are held in fee simple by the Publishing House, 
while the Eaker and Bosler properties, the Bosler being located be- 
tween the Office Building on Main: Street and the Haker tract at its 
north, are held under perpetual lease. The lease controlling the 
rear end of the Eaker lot was made long before I became Agent, 
being controlled in its terms by the original lease made by the 
_Eaker Estate to Arnold, requiring a reappraisal of the property 
every ten years, and the lease is at the rate of six per cent. on that 
appraisal. The Fourth Street building, then four stories high, ex- 
tending over the rear of Eaker leasehold, was there when I came 
into the management of the House. The Trustees realized the im- 
portance of obtaining possession of the front of this property, the 
intention being to improve it and thus strengthen the property we 
now have. The Board, in their consideration of this matter, were 
planning for a long period of years, and not any rash building enter- 
prise. The costs of these buildings and grounds will be dealt with 
in another part of this report. 

The Bosler and Baker leaseholds are very valuable, and, in order 
to give good returns, will need to be improved. The present build- 

ings are old, not fireproof, nor modern, and, until such time as the 
proper improvements can be made, these leases may have to be car- 
ried at a loss. The Bosler and Eaker store-rooms are leased until 
April xr gio te Nothing can be done in their improvement until 
that time. 

The Office Building is making its usual good showing. Its re- 
ceipts above expenditures for repair, power, light, janitor service, 
running expense, and maintenance of every kind, proves it to be a 
splendid investment, netting us, above all expenses, almost $22,000 
this last year. If the Bosler and Eaker property were built 
to the same height, they could be managed without any additional 
overhead expense, save that of a few more janitors, a small increase 
in heat and light, and some additional tax. This would give a front- 
age on Main Street of a little over one hundred feet, and would 
yield as great relative returns as the Office Building is now yielding. 
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The Uhlein and Richter properties were purchased for the pur- 
pose of moving the Publishing Plant across the alley, on cheaper 
ground. We abandoned that idea because of a greater opportunity 
opened to us on Fifth Street. It is my judgment that, as soon as 
we can dispose of the Uhlein and Richter properties profitably, it 
should be done. The unit west of the alley is complete in itself. 
We could dispose of the two pieces east of the alley without any 
injury whatever to our other holdings. 


THE DEBT OF THBE INSTITUTION. 


The entire debt of the Publishing House on April 2, 1917, was 
$720,404. Of this amount, $29,084.41 was accounts payable, leaving 
$691,319.59 interest-bearing. The liabilities are as follows: 


Accounts=Payable, April 2, 191720. oe $ 29,084.41 
BOFTOWeOT ION OY] ic.k <a tcietetan oe enetienens ns 556,819.59 
Bonds= Outstandinecsa cate wt cess se se sans 135,000.00 

LO) TAME he ore ete es «eye estos Oe $720,404.00 


When I assumed the management of the House on July 2, 1897, 
the debt was $66,544.56. This was increased within the next few 
months, by the installation of new machinery and a new power 
plant, to almost $80;000. The entire debt was paid in 1902, five 
years after I assumed management. On April 1, 1903, the fire and 
building fund was $25,000. Our borrowed money has been used 
for the extension of the institution by the purchase of real estate 
and the reconstruction of old buildings and the building of new ones, 
and this last four years for the purchase of machinery, and an addi- 
tional supply of stock and material. 

Keep in mind that all real estate and buildings are invoiced at 
cost. 

The first work of enlargement was in 1903-04. This changed the 
four-story building on Fourth Street into a seven-story building with 
basement, and cost $65,000. 

Next was the erection of the fourteen-story Office Building, 1904- 
05, bounded as indicated on the diagram. This cost $330,000 with- 
out the ground. 

We next purchased the Moore Lot on Market Street at the north 
end of the private alley, for which we paid $27,500. Adjoining it 
on the west was the Sheets property, for which we paid $10,500. 
We acquired the Uhlein property ou the east side of the alley at 
$16,000, and the Richter property just east of it for $22,500. 

The Eaker leasehold, with the improvements made on the prop- 
erty, cost $19,560. Any loss on this lease has been carried by the 
Institution. The Bosler lease stands us at $10,200. 

Add to this the ground and building of the Publishing Plant on 
Fifth: Street, which cost $275,500, and you have the sum total of the 
expenditures for Real Estate and Buildings since 1903. 

This sets forth the program which was unanimously adopted by 
the different Boards of Trustees who had control of the House, and 


amounts to $776,760. 


Reconstruction of Factory Building................. $ 65,000.00 
Erection of Office Building...........-.+-.+-se vues 330,000.00 
Purchase of Moore Lot .........- eee eee eee ee eee 27,500.00 
Purchase of Sheets Property.........-+++eeeeeeeees 10,500.00 
Purchase of Uhlein Property.......--+-++++-+eeeees 16,000.00 
Purchase of Richter Property........--++-++++++e:> 22,500.00 


The Baker Leasehold........--+-++seeeeer cree cess 19,560.00 
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The, BosleneWeasen a onare see sae eran ee beeen eee 10,200.00 
Ground and Building of Fifth Street Publishing Plant.. 275,500.00 


TOGA. 25. oe Sica cnet e ie eotee hh oe a ee $776,760.00 

The interest-bearing debt of the institution on April 2, 1917, was 
$691,319.59. We have paid out of the business $85,440 on the 
original cost of these properties, in addition to the new equipment 
we have placed in the plant, and the increase in stock and material 
carried. Adding the value of the ground under the Office Building, 
which is not in these figures, there is enough property at the corner 
of Main and Fourth streets, valued at the original cost, to pay the 
entire debt of the Publishing House. 

My object in bringing these figures to your attention is to give 
you a clear understanding of why the debt exists, and also to show 
the necessity for finally carrying out the plans adopted by the dif- 
ferent Boards of Trustees if this property is to give returns to the 
Church that it should. 

We made a beginning in debt-reducing the past year, notwith- 
standing the times. If war conditions do not paralyze business, 
the indebtedness of the House should be reduced $200,000 during 
the next four years. 


SOME FACTS. 


The following figures, taken from the books of the House, show 
the strength of the institution. 


People employed =... oso) chemeray Tic tine Tata teed Nearly 300 
Wages paid for year ending April 2,1917........... $204,170.89 
Periodicals published (Graded S. S. lessons not 

INCLUGE dh) ec Fes sone © aca eee eae ee ee eee A'5) 
Compbineducircwlation sot eee eee eee 539,625 
Lotalsinvoce, A prilae 3 1 OAC eee aa ete tae ae eee $1,378,828.75 
Net. assets: April = 19.14. sets eee eee $658,424.75 


INetrassets Duly o2 1897s ie eee a eee $283,383.04 


Gain in net assets in 20 years......... $375,041.71 
Paid to the Church in dividends, subsidies, ete., 
since: July 2 S95 cele. nets, tetera permis $152,641.42 
The net assets have a good deal more than doubled 
in twenty years—this in the presence of caring for 
the unusual losses by flood, International Bible Agency 
- and discontinuance of Book Store, amounting to a 


LOGAL SOF 1s cass v's! Rb. eee iee eu ence pea $161,843.66 


and the gain in net assets, and you have the money 
result between July 2, 1897, and Aprile? ; Votes, se $689,526.79 


THE PUBLISHING PLANT. 


The purpose of the Trustees and Agent in the building of the 
Publishing Plant, was to make a home for the department, and, at 
the same time, provide a center for denominational life. To this 
end the floor plans were submitted to the General Officers about: 
five years ago, and at that meeting the plans were approved by a 
majority of the department heads, and the Agent reported back to 
the Committee this action. Enough offices were provided to accoimn- 
modate all the General Church departments, as then constituted. 
This plan was carried out as far as the House was concerned. The 
offices are furnished to those who are now occupying them at the 
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small rental of seventy-five dollars each per year, including light, 
heat, and janitor service. Fireproof vaults for each suite of offices 
are furnished without extra cost. The privilege of the auditorium 
is free to the departments, and other considerations are extended. 
The Office Building being for investment, it was not intended that 
any part of it should be occupied by Church offices. The Editors 
and about one-half of the departments, with the Agent, are now in 
their offices on Fifth Street. It would be a matter of economy, both 
to the departments and the Publishing House, if these vacant rooms 
in the plant were occupied by the other departments. A detailed 
statement will be submitted to the committee, covering the financial 
part of this matter. 

Aside from this item, everything worked out as the Board, Com- 
mittee, and Agent had planned. 

By order of the Committee, the Agent made very careful investi- 
gation of print shops before the plans for our own were finally 
approved. Our superintendents were sent to New York, Cincinnati, 
Chicago, and other places, where they made a careful study of dif- 
ferent printing establishments, and, on their return, made written 
reports to the Committee, composed of the entire cabinet of super- 
intendents. This would not seem to be a fact that the Agent con- 
trolled everything. I visited almost two hundred printing houses, as 
I traveled over the country during the years just preceding this 
work, taking notes, as I made my examinations. Every large machine 
was located before the pians of our plant were completed. We have 
made few changes, as a result of this precaution. 

The building, as all of our building enterprises, was erected at 
the opportune time, when the prices of material were low and labor 
was plenty. We made a further saving by our method of handling 
the erection of this structure. The lowest general contract bid we 
had was $179,884. This bid covered only the shell of the building. 
It did not include excavation, heating and ventilating, plumbing, 
electric wiring, lighting, finish hardware, elevators, lifts, sprinkler 
system, stack, terra cotta and setting, boiler pit, painting of all 
kinds, waterproofing, plastering, and a number of other smaller 
items that total about $90,000. 

An itemized statement taken from our books and certified to by 
our bookkeeper, will be placed in the hands of the Publishing Com- 
mittee, showing the expense of every item, including travel, interest, 
insurance, taxes, architects’ fees, lumber, cement and sand, and 
every other item that entered into the erection of the building. And 
I might have said in this connection that we have a daily report 
showing the work of every individual that worked on the building, 
made in triplicate, one going to our general office, one kept by our 
man on the building, and one going to the architects’ office. Our 
saving on this building over the best figures we were able to get 
(and we had a number of the best contractors in the country bidding 
on the general contract) amounted to about $100,000. We bought 
all our lumber and steel at wholesale, through the good offices and 
gratuitous services of Mr. John W. Ruth, of Scottdale, Pennsylvania. 
The structure is built with strength in its foundations and columns 
for ten stories. The fifth floor slab is in place, and everything is in 
shape to add other stories if the time ever comes when it is desired 
so to do. 

The location of departments in this plant is splendid. Many of 
you took advantage of our invitation to come via Dayton, and wit- 
nessed the operation of the departments in their respective places 
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during your visit. For economy of handling and quick service, we 
challenge any one to surpass us. The manufacturing departments 
are doing well. During this quadrennium we have purchased and 
installed over $100,000 of new machinery. This item could legit- 
imately be placed against a part of the indebtedness of the institu- 
tion, but I have chosen, rather, to let the indebtedness stand against 
the Main and Fourth Street Real Estate, for negotiations have been 
completed to pay all of the mortgage obligation against the Publish- 
ing Plant on June 1, 1917. 


OUR OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS. 


On April 2, 1917, our outstanding accounts were $71,535.10. 
These accounts are in fine shape, and our losses on them have been 
reduced to the minimum. If we were to deduct what is owed us 
from what we owe, it would greatly reduce our liabilities. 


OUR PUBLICATIONS. 


Under the subject of our publications, I beg to quote the follow- 
ing from my report to the Board of Trustees, April 20 GAT: 

“We show some increase in the volume of business in our liter- 
ature, although the circulation of some of our periodicals shows a 
slight reduction. It must be remembered that we enter the new 
year at the higher cost of paper. Fortunately for us, some of our old 
contracts ran well into the past year. This helped very much, but 
now all are running at the high price. This will affect the standing 
of a number of our periodicals. I believe that some of them that 
now show a small profit will show loss the coming year unless it 
can be overcome by an increase in the circulation. That is the only 
method I know by which it can be overcome. We have reduced the 
expense items to the minimum. I do not believe there is another 
item of economy that can be applied to these periodicals without in 
some way injuring their value to the Church. 

“The superintendent of the Church Department has made many 
improvements in the handling of our publications. He is very hope- 
ful for increased circulation.”’ 

Following is a statement of the circulation of the various publi- 
cations, beginning with 1897, when I became Agent, and each quad- 
rennium thereafter: 


CIRCULATION OF OUR PUBLICATIONS. 


I did not make these figures, but they were brought to me from 
the books, but I went back over and verified them. 


1897 1901 1905 1909 1913 1917 





Melescope ss ni, woe eee 19,400 20,700 20,100 22,200 21,440, 22,525 
Wratchwond. 7535) ci. a eee 7,800 20,500 34,500 41,500 41,000 46,000 
Birienidscaaparsieiiess 33,000 38,000 29,416 40,150 37,000 38,500 
Jumiors (2 fic. srsrseees 46,664 48,000 47,000 53,890 40,000 40,000 
Teacher stare 6,444 7,525 8,291 12,345 10,500 12,000 
Senior peeueny epee ate 143,666 147,000 149,000 160,425 152,000 160,000 
Intermediate eee syateieyene 47,333 49,250 56,250 71,180 61,000 65,000 
Homey Dept. Ouarterly..05.42 see 3,250 7,250 11,100 12,000 13,500 
Adult: Quarterly os 60 Sh. E Rie Mig Ree oe ee 18,000 18,000 
Graded Lessons ; f 


German Quarterly 


mich etede ah enetsys con be eae 2,900 2,650 2,500 : 1,300 
Bessont eaves immer amncctitra sg) aint ner eae 13,000 20,600 23,000 27,000 
Cards “75 eae ei tines. 40,000 46,250 44,341 50,135 41,000 42,000 
Chartsy oiaaie ehas ee ee 706 847 825 1,010 850 900 
Evangelina sch eens cane eee 4,233 5,100 5,209 6,600 11,000 12,000 


MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT. 

As given in my annual report to the Trustees: 
: “The Mail Order Department has had a splendid year. This con- 
firms the wisdom of the plan to develop this department. It is now > 
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doing a volume:of business that is very much above the averaze busi- 
ness ever done by the United Brethren Book Store, and at a neat net 
profit for the year, as against a loss in the store. The superintend- 
ent of the department is giving it very careful and close attention. 
We are installing a new envelope machine for the making of benev- 
olent envelopes. We are getting a large trade outside our own 
denomination, and the prospects are good.’’ I would like to say, 
since this was printed, that the Methodist Episcopal Church has 
offered us almost enough business to keep this machine going during 
the next year. 

I submit herewith a list of the books published by the House dur- 
ing the past quadrennium: 

“The Exalted Life,’’ by Bishop N. Castle, D.D. 

“Torches Aloft,’ by Bishop W. M. Bell, D.D. 

“Christianity and the Social Weal,’ by Bishop C. J. Kephart, D.D. 

“The Sunday School in Action,’ by Rev. C. W. Brewbaker, D.D. 

“Crown Him King”’’ (song book). 

“Sanetuary Hymnal.’’ 

“Our Men and Their Task.” 

“United Brethren Discipline.’’ 

“1913 General Conference Proceedings.”’ 

“Outlines of Doctrinal Theology,’ by Rev. A. W. Drury, D.D. 

“BHffective Endeavor,” by Rev. H. F. Shupe, D.D. 

“Inner Witness of the Fourth Gospel,’’ by Rev. Lawrence Keister, 

D.D. 

“Our Church Abroad,” by Rev. S. S. Hough, D.D. 

“Christ in the Life of To-day,’’ by Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D. 

“Year Book” (each year). 

“The Child and the Church,’”’ by Bishop H. H. Fout, D.D. 

“In and Out of Catholicism,’ by Mrs. Berger. 

“The Life of Bishop J. S. Mills,’’ by Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D. 

Published for Authors. 

Published for Bishop W. M. Bell, ‘‘World’s Social Progress Con- 
gress.”’ 

Published for David Dwight Bigger, ‘‘Millionaire Tom.” 

Published for Dr. H. A. Thompson, ‘‘Women of the Bible.’’ 

Published for David Mac Clement Rowe, ‘‘Twentieth Century 
Christianity.” 

Published for Memorial Publishing Company, ‘‘Representative 
Citizens.’’ 


OUR WORKING FORCE. 


“With pleasure I refer to our working force. It is proper that I 
eall attention to the patriotic spirit of our employees, who in a most 
pronounced way, at a meeting held in the auditorium on the day that 
war was declared against the Imperial Government of Germany, gave 
unqualified support by a rising salute to the Stars and Stripes as 
they waved over them. We do not have a traitor to his country in 
our working force. We are proud of our people for their patriotism 
and their love of country, and their willingness to defend their homes 
against despotism. This sentiment has been manifested on numer- 
ous occasions. 

“By a conference with our pressmen about May first, last year, I 
adjusted their wages. I opened before the men the financial side of 
the work of that department, showing them just where the House 
stood. They, in turn, undertook and did accomplish during the year 
what they promised, namely, the turning out of a better product and 
more of it. As a reciprocal act, we increased their wages, which we 
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are always glad and anxious to do. Not being specialists and having 
so many departments, it is a hard task to figure out any basis of 
bonus that would be just and right. We hope to be able to offer 
something of that kind to those who are ambitious and ready to in- 
crease their worth as workers. 

“We had trouble in our Engraving Department the first week of 
June, 1916, by which this department was badly paralyzed for the 
time, nearly every worker going out. To show the inconsistency of 
the situation, I need to give a little history. On October 31, 1905, a 
strike was called in the Composing Rooms of the House. I quote 
from my report made to the Board, April 2, 1906: ‘I have already 
said, and do now maintain, that the management is not against or- 
ganization among laboring men. If said organization does right, the 
management will in no way oppose it, but we will oppose organized 
labor as freely when it does wrong, and refuse to grant unjust de- 
mands made by it as we would in the case of an individual, and no 
amount of threatening or slanderous libel or false statements of any 
kind or anywhere can change the management on this point.’ [Ap- 
plause.] Upon these basic principles I stood then, and I am now of 
the same opinion. 

“A few days before the action in the Engraving Department, I 
called the men together, and, as I have a stenographic report of what 
I said to them that day, I know both what they said and what I said. 
I told our employees that day that I could not do for them what I 
was not doing for the people in other departments. That leads to 
another item of history, for, after we had won the strike of October, 
1905, and had our Composing Room in perfect running order, we 
gave all of the departments of the House the eight-hour day. This 
occurred on April 3, 1909. I quote from my report of 1909: ‘There 
was no demand made for this change by our employees or from any 
outside influence in the recent years; but, feeling that we wanted 
our institution to stand for every advanced movement in keeping 
with other similar institutions in other denominations, we have un- 
dertaken it, with some mental reservations as to the financial side 
of the proposition, for it will mean quite a great deal to the manage- 
ment to have the services of its employees reduced from fifty-two 
hours per week, as in the past year, to forty-eight hours, and to have 
all its machinery stopped four hours a week, thus depriving us of the 
product that would otherwise flow from the different departments.’ 
At this date we reserved the right in all departments to work fifty- 
four hours a week at regular wages, and, after fifty-four hours, time 
and half time. It was on this. minor point that an outside labor agi- 
tator came and disturbed our people. After my careful conference 
with the men, and after my stating the facts to them, and they, in 
turn, gave me to understand they were satisfied, this outside agitator 
came into my office and told me that he had come to talk to me 
about the conditions obtaining in our Engraving Department. Of 
course, the management will never allow a walking delegate to dic- 
tate the policy of this institution. [Applause.] We have many 
members of the Union working for us, and they are fine people. We 
also have a great number of men and women who do not belong to 
labor organizations that are as good in heart, and spirit, and life, 
and as capable as any of the Union people. They do not have to 
belong to a labor organization in order to get work at the United 
Brethren Printing Establishment—not while this is a free country 
and the present management is in control. [ Applause. ] 
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. “It will be interesting for the Church to know that, on the basis of 

regular time for fifty-four hours, and time and half time above that, 
some of the men who went on the strike received in wages almost as 
much as the Agent of the Publishing House was receiving. Some 
weeks these men drew as high as $56.80, $54.66, $48, $48.61, $43.93, 
$40.49, $41.55, $50, and quite a number from $28 up. These were 
just taken right down the line off of the payroll. They were 
the best-paid people in the institution, and yet, because we refused 
to grant them time and half time between forty-eight and fifty-four 
hours, the labor agitator ordered them on a strike. They picketed 
our House, tried to get our men to quit work, circulated falsehoods 
all over the city and the country that we were going out of the en- 
graving business. Letters came from different cities, asking if it 
were true that we were quitting the engraving business. All this for 
one purpose—to force us into subjection and under the control of 
walking delegates who know nothing about our work, who are not 
in sympathy with the purpose of the House, and who have no sym- 
pathy with us in the higher ideals of human life. [ feel that you 
should know the situation. 


“THE CHURCH. 


“In all the years of my service, I have never had more kindness 
shown me than during these years. Nearly all of our people, min- 
isters and laymen, have seemed to understand something of the 
strain that has been upon the Agent. All the Bishops, the superin- 
tendents of conferences, preachers, and laymen have spoken words 
of kindness, have written me letters that have been inspirational. 
I feel that we have been highly favored, and that the blessing of God 
has been upon our work. I have tried to help both pastors and peo- 
ple in their work, and have had an increasing desire to make the 
Publishing House a source of real spiritual strength to the denom- 
ination. I cannot hope to please every one. And I might say, in 
parenthesis there, that I have had enough criticism to hold me 
steady and make me careful. [Laughter.] I know that my purpose 
is to do the best for every interest of the Church that is possible. 


“OUR INVOICE. 


“T call your attention to the invoice books of the House. I am 
very proud of them. The superintendents submit these invoices to 
the Local Committee, who question the superintendents and exam- 
ine the invoices with care in order to know just how the invoices 
were made. I am ready to stand for any amount of inquiry into the 
invoices of the House. The fact that we take off ten per cent. on 
all machinery is a great hardship to the management, as far as 
showing profits is concerned. This year we deducted almost twenty 
thousand dollars from machinery and fixtures. At the same time 
we keep our machinery at the highest efficiency at much expense. 
I submit to you the revised invoice of machinery equipment and fix- 
tures by the Lloyd-Thomas Company, appraisers and engineers of 
Chicago. Their invoice shows an increase for the year greater than 
ours. Their figures are more than $200,000 above ours. I wish to 
insist upon the Board examining this invoice in connection with 
ours. They were employed by the Local Committee. 

“As to the books and auditing of accounts, I bring to you the 
statement of our auditor, Mr. C. L. Hubbard, whose men have been 
on our accounts and books during the whole year, keeping up with 
our bookkeepers, month by month. I submit to you his full report 
for your consideration and examination, with a personal letter.” 
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“April 20, 1917. 
“Dr. W. R. Funk, Manager, United Brethren Publishing House, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

“Dear Sir: I herewith submit comparative balance sheets of the 
fiscal years ending April 1, 1916, and April 2, 1917. Also compara- 
tive statements of income and expenses for the same periods. 

“The inventories are models. Very generous provision was made 
for depreciation. 

“The cash book additions were verified, the checks were compared 
with the entries on the cash book, and their endorsements examined. 

“The bank account was reconciled. 

“The cash fund account, the petty cash account, the stamp ac- 
count. were tested. : 

“During the continuous audit of the books some errors were found 
and brought to the attention of the accounting department. 

“The audit revealed nothing which would indicate lack of strictest 
integrity. 

“The office force was prompt and courteous in furnishing any de- 
sired data. 

“Respectfully submitted, 
“C. L. Hubbard, 
“Public Accountant and Auditor.’’ 


If the General Conference can devise some method of general 
audit for all departments that will give to the Publishing House the 
same efficiency and security that we have now, without greater ex- 
pense, I think such a change should be made. Now let those who 
say I oppose audits speak. [Great applause. ] 


FINAL WORD. 


I herewith submit the above report, together with the financial 
statement, which follows, for the year ending April 2, 1917. The 
quadrennium has been one with its trials and difficulties, but, with 
all, one of great joy and happy experience to me as your servant. 
I can look into the face of all men and say that I have done the 
best I could, with unselfish affection for the Church we all love. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
April 2, 1917. 


Assets. 
Real Estate: 
General Realty, Fourth Street...... $263,978.58 
Offics ‘Building ace ee oak ae eee 440,805.91 
ADMEXEPRODErLY | .)..i veae eae nte 19,560.00 
Bosler sbroperty, ia. 52 ba eee 10,200.00 
Fourth Street Power iis sae see 13,194.05 
‘ ——— $747,738.54 
Manufacturing: 
Factory Plant, Fifth Street......... $275,500.00 
Power Plant, Fifth Street.......... 13,657.45 
Sales iasiwkr. Maou eke 0kak. Gee 3,099.11 
Press Department ane: veo. ate wee 44,957.00 
Composing Department ........... 35,480.43 
Paper Stocks city, inate ete) ane anes 49,361.77 
Maintenance sy) ane ee elite 487.82 
Bindery in i0 Ga sees Tasks 34,335.30 
Foundry 


cae ada 0 tei:aeede NOs lat tep ene Ped Ramt gee woes 9,575.62 - 
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Hneraving and Photo... 228... 2. 7,422.28 
fuitho grap iin ste wae oe weteec 26,316.85 
, ———— $500,193.63 
Church Department: 
DEALS ORG Olt race ic tea oo Seep ye ates eae $ 31,655.24 
ETCSCOD GH rox en sic arc uens See ore 1,077.42 
Dire CE TWORG es oie ces nn oe ys gee meee 647.59 
Sunday-school Literature ......... 2,209.18 
Circulation Department .......... 3,370.54 
Graded Sunday-school Lessons..... 12,657.17 
———. $ 51,617.14 
PERE TIOOTT VOU on oe pe ceo eee ge ee Re ake ne $ 1,243.44 
Ceneral, OlLlice WGUipMmeN te cits a iaiccsss iene sear e es ae 2176.33 
PRaROMIy tyr OOM. IXtU TOS) = 9s 6s oo os oan Sites Woe S ie ha 870.77 
DURA aloe cee ou ae ee aete ee era Pes oF cp ah Sek clige me HEE 283.16 
Advertising and Traveling Equipment.............. 248.83 
(SULT HOCY OS SHENG Oh BULA ae IAS Ee ae eee era SoS Via ae pee ea 36.39 
PTO sEVOUSE, (ON A COEOUNES .oc, s, cievacter sia ieseaoi ocate awk Ge. Fetal 71,535.10 
CORDS) Cs oe TL agp EH By ae aa A> a age ne BES 2,285.42 
$1,378,828.75 
Liabilities. 
Accounts Payable, April 2, 1917, United 
Brethren Publishing House........ $ 29,084.41 
BROT TOW CO MV OMG Vite rete Ta cur ans Chars oie oe e,ooe eis 556,319.59 
POM GS OMUSL AIG IN Ses, crake ta cso, Sieip Fae! Gosc8 135,000.00 
PEGUAERIOIADUIALIEN a est ccc. sista otis ahe ooh ts $720,404.00 
INGE TASSCES; ADIil 250 TQ 7 oes iinesessuscece sue ae $658,424.75 
Net Assets, April 1, 1916.............. 631,294.84 
Gain: in. Net: Assets; April.2;;1917s 0.0. 0088 eeu $ 27,129.91 


Subsidies paid to the Church, including 
Donation of Telescopes to Super- 
annuated Ministers and Widows of 





IVETTRESE OHS Norte se edhe. oS etek G tania Sea te tele $ 3,845.65 
General Conference Expense........... $ 254.66 §$ 4,100.31 
Total Prorits in Pe ss USINESS. cee. ses icne. eo wleveus o's, as Sioa Oeaa 


Respectfully submitted, 
W.R. FUNK, Agent. 


[Great and continued applause followed the reading of this report. 

THE PRESIDENT. That comes mighty near being an encore. Is there a 
motion to refer this very elaborate, thorough report to the Committee on 
Publishing Interests? 

On motion of Rev. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference, said report 
was so referred. 

Tur PRESIDENT. The next item will be the report of Bishop Howard, 
the Foreign Bishop of the Church. Let us arise and sing a verse, “All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name.” 

Following the singing, Bishop A. T. Howard was greeted with applause 
as he came forward to present his report. 

Bisuorp Howarp. Just this word before reading what I have: prepared. 
I have not endeavored to incorporate in what I have written anything like 
a full list of statistics. Doctor Hough, who follows me, will give more of 
those. Some time ago, I had to give some sort of a subject over the tele- 
phone one day, before I had written my report; and so, instead of gathering 
my ideas about the subject that is put down in the program, the subject that 
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forms the general heading here is ‘““The Healing Tree and the Waiting Na- 
tions.” : 
THE HEALING TREE AND THE WAITING NATIONS. 


There is a restful scene by a well-shadowed river, in a Book we love, 
whose quiet call, as our experience broadens and deepens, has an ever-increas- 
ing charm for us. The description runs thus: “And the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.’ Whatever we shall discover in the 
long future to be the fullest meaning of this healing tree, within the present 
experience of thinking men the world ’round, there is no other organism 
bringing healing and health to our human kind that is at all comparable to 
the Christian church. 

Any one who has the privilege of hearing here the reports of any of our 
great educational or benevolent boards representing four years of careful, 


co-operative, heroic thinking and action, and remains unmoved, must be a 


very wooden sort of individual indeed. But back of these organizations is 


the church tree whose life manifests itself in these multiform fruitful 
branches. Together we have spent another four years in promoting scions — 
of this wondrous church tree in lands that are yet all too unfamiliar with’ 


the vigorous church as we know it here. The trees had been planted in 
earlier years. My particular opportunity has been, with my associates, to do 
my utmost to promote the largest possible growth and fruitfulness of these 
trees through whose inwrought channels streams of healing—albeit they are 
yet slender—are already flowing to the eager nations. 


Perhaps one ought to take time to refer to the fact that, in our work 


abroad, except in Japan, which lies in the same latitude as southern Ten- 


nessee, we are ever face to face with conditions peculiar to the tropics. Our — 
China mission is nearly as far south as Mexico City, and our territory in both — 


Porto Rico and the Philippines is farther south than the most of Yucatan. 
If Sierra Leone were to move west, it would rest on Panama. And while we 


should be grateful to the British officials who are endeavoring to create better 


health conditions in Sierra Leone, for the most part West Africa is still like 
Panama before General Gorgas or Goethals took-control. 5 ae 

In this great tropical and semi-tropical area, in districts with clear-cut 
boundaries, our task is the same as assuming the entire Christian obligation 
in sixty-six Harrisburges, forty Daytons, twenty Indianapolises, two Chicagos, 
or eighty-three Wichitas. These great throbbing, thinking, thirsting racial 
families are themselves intensely interesting. Their practical sense exhibited 
in their approach to their various problems, their judgment, their proverbs, 
their maxims, their poetry, their humor, -their folk-lore, their love of life, 
love of home, love of parents, children, country, and race, all compel an ever 
deepening respect. Many of these people are accessible by railways and auto- 
mobiles. Others can be visited by boats. One can approach other commun- 
ities on horseback riding up rocky, tortuous river beds, while others can be 
reached only by walking—toilsome, hazardous walking at that. Here are 
some of the conditions of service dissected as they presented themselves four 
years ago: 


CONDITIONS TO BE STUDIED. 

1. There were then 5,484 church members. 

2. They were divided into five different racial groups. 

3. They spoke eight languages besides English, each requiring its own 
literature. 

4. The Christian thinking of these people was far more deeply colored 
by contact, from childhood, with one or more of five great militant, non- 
Christian religions than they themselves realized. : 


5. These believers were led by 158 native workers employed as teachers : 


and pastors. 
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6. It was necessary to correlate their leadership with that-of sixty-three 
different missionaries trom America who have been on the ground some part 
of the time auring the quadrennium. 

: These missionaries were engaged in six different lines of service—admin- 
istrative, industrial, educational, medical, publishing, and evangelistic work. 
The appointment of these missionaries was for seven, five, or three years, 
-and their furloughs in falling due at all sorts of months of the year seemed to 
teel scant regard tor the plans the annual conferences were trying to carry 
forward through the year. 

Owing to tinancial conditions over which we had no control, it did not 
seem possible at any time to make any considerable advance. Still, we could 
attempt to make a better church. We could make it better by making it more 
harmonious, more intelligent, and more seli-reliant. 

Just a word about the importance of harmony in a foreign mission. 
Under pioneering conditions, where the tasks and talents, training ana 
experience are so diverse among such a mixed staff of workers, no one who 
knows human nature would expect agreement in opinion between mission- 
alies and missionaries, and between missionaries and native workers, and 
between native workers and native workers, to come by mere accident. There 
is no fact I can more gratefully report to you to-day than the breadths of 
mind, insight, and sympathy, willingness to go the second mile, that binds 
these various groups of coworkers together like great, well-knit, Christian 
faimilies. 

This great family has had its problems and sorrows. A number of our 
faithful native co-workers have completed their task on earth. The church 
at Bonthe, Africa, lost two pastors within one year. Other homes have been 
saddened by the transition of a mother. No statistical table affords oppor- 
tunity to tell of the hours and days spent in consultation over ways of bring- 
ing relief to the wife and children when a native pastor is called home, how 
children and young people can be given a home or helped in their education. 
During the quadrennium, two of our missionary homes, darkened by the most 
dreaded shadow that comes to our human hearts, have learned anew what 
strength there is in the rod and staff of Jehovah. Our single girls who repre- 
sent us abroad, in isolated communities where opportunities for social fellow- 
ship with people of their own tastes and training were almost impossible, 
have gone on in their glad, brave way, gladdening others when their own 
learts were lonely. Our missionary families have faced the problems that re- 
sult from ill health or separation or dangerous travel or the problems of edu- 
cation of children or separation from children for a long period of years. They 
are all a heroic group and may God bless them every one to-day, all the way 
from Jiama in the Kono land to the Ilocano boys who are our pioneers among 
the Ifugau, and dull is the spirit that would not give of its best in such 
associations as these. 

REVELATIONS OF AMAZING GRACE, 

These difficulties have only been pointed out in order to magnify the 
amazing grace by which they have been overcome. 

No fact connected with our growth abroad during this period will count. 
for quite so much in the future as the increase of thirty in the number of 
our native co-workers. Of the 188 native workers in our fellowship, thirty- 
two are ordained men. The four union theological schools in whose work we 
are co-operating, have contributed much to the number, quality, and enthus- 
jasm of our yokefellows in the ministry. Four years ago, we were associated 
in Porto Rico with the Presbyterians’ mission in theological education; now 
all other Protestant missions operating in the island are arranging to share 
in this co-operative work. Two years ago, a representative of our mission 
took a chair in the theological faculty of Doshisha University, the first chair 
in Religious Pedagogy in any theological school in Japan. In Canton, China, 


114 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


a Union Theological School, having the support of eight mission boards, has 
developed out of a smaller union school in which we were participating before. . 
Two additional missions have definitely arranged during the past year 
to share in the work of the Union Theological School in Manila, in which our 
Church has had a share for eight years. 

Those union theological schools are magazines of enthusiasm. There are 
sixty students in the Doshisha Divinity School, sixty more in Canton, anl 
fifty in Manila. In contact with these large and increasing student bodies, 
it is easy for young men to believe that the work of the ministry is a great 
work, a coming work, and with their shoulders touching so many other 
shoulders in the class room, they are able to sense victories for the Church 
in the years just ahead. Our own missions in each instance have been pio- 
neers in this work of developing co-operative theological schools. Our young 
men are getting the best training available in each country and. getting it 
at the minimum cost to our Church. The Women’s Bible Training School in 
the Philippines at San Fernando, has made and is making the finest imag- 
inable contribution to the work of women in the church. It was thought, four 
years ago, that perhaps no more than fifteen young women each year would 
care to take this deaconess training, but while the standard has been raised, 
the enrollment has doubled. We have also endeavored to carry improvement 
into our day and boarding schools. 

No one can know, until he sets out to maintain a system of schools with 
benevolent funds, how much we have to be grateful for in Porto Rico, Japan, 
and the Philippines, where the government relieves the church of the neces- 
sity of supporting secular education. No one who has not had experience can 
possibly realize how much time and money and how many people are ab- 
sorbed in our school work in Africa and China. But if we do this work at all, 
We wish to do it well. In Africa, where we are conducting thirty-three day 
schools, annual institutes have been held for the discussion of all educational 
problems. As it appeared that the schools could be made to produce better 
results if there were more uniform supervision, plans were made two years 
ago for the principal of the Albert Academy to include the visitation of all 
these schools in his plan of work. The manual-training department of the 
Albert Academy has been still further strengthened by the appointment to 
this work two years ago of a thoroughly trained artisan, a man who is fa- 
miliar with the industrial work the academy desires to do. 

For fifty years, our missionaries in educational work in Africa have been 
teaching boys and girls to work with their hands. As the equipment has 
been meager, the instruction has been elementary; but our young men anl 
women have learned to work, learned to do all sorts of work. The Hanging 
Gardens of Nebuchadnezzar could hardly have occasioned more open-eyert 
wonder than some of the fruitful farm-gardens kept by the graduates of our 
African schools. Still, here, too, we must do better. In previous years, 
missionaries with a practical knowledge of farming have gone out; but soil 
and weather conditions and parasites and the crops are unfamiliar to the 
North American, and during the past year the first missionary who had had 
any scientific training in agricultural problems was sent to the field. 


ONE SUBSTANTIAL GOAL REACHED. 

The outstanding event of the quadrennium in our building and equip- 
ment enterprise has been the erection, at Siu Lam, China, thirty-five miles 
south of Canton, of two buildings as the future home of the Miller Seminary. 
One of these buildings is 80x50 feet, the other is 128 x 50. The former is 
the administration building, containing the usual office, class rooms, and 
chapel found necessary in such buildings for school purposes. The other is 
a dormitory containing the necessary bedrooms and dining rooms for one 
hundred girls, a small gymnasium, and in addition to these the rooms for 
our American girls who will have charge of the school. These buildings are 
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constructed of brick, concrete, and tile, and there is no apparent reason why 

they should not be caring for one hundred Chinese girls every year for a 

century. One would like to place a hero’s crown on the brow of every girl : 
{and woman who has had a part in the erection of these two sturdy buildings. 

|For certain contributors, they have meant a sacrifice that has been almost " 
ieruel. The completion of the Miller Seminary is a real victory. Something 

worthy was attempted. Something was worthily done. All persons who have 

shared in this completed work should now feel braced for greater endeavors. 

But these sincerely appreciated buildings were not ends in themselves. They 

‘are valuable simply-because they will be excellent channels through which 

‘young women representing our Church will be able to convey in fuller meas: 

‘ure than hitherto a wholesome Christian message to the 200,000 girls anda 

}women of Siu Lam. 

iq Recently two boys’ schools in Canton were united to make one better 

} school, the best teachers from both schools being selected to make one better 

Eschool. Similarly two girls’ schools will be merged for the same object. 


LITTLE OTTERBEIN PRESSES. 


Our busy printing presses in these countries have also been doing their 
fpart toward the making of a better Church by carrying to our people enthus- 
‘iasm and information on all departments and church and educational activ- 
ity, and beyond that, information on every phase of human uplift. 

4 The Sierra Leone Outlook is only a sixteen-page monthly, but it is the 
Christian visitor that hundreds of our isolated African homes see for months 
‘ata time. Furthermore, while not being a union enterprise, during the past 
three years it has endeavored to be a tie between all the churches and mis- 
} sions operating in the colony of Sierra Leone. c 
The Puerto Rico Evangelico, at Ponce in Porto Rico, so long and so ably 
| edited and published by our Mr. Drury, has become the official organ of at 
i least five other churches besides our own, having a circulation of near 6,000. 
In the Philippines, the Naimbag a Damag, with a paid subscription of 
3,000, now circulates among Methodist as well as United Brethren Ilocanos. 
| In Japan, a monthly magazine called the Dobo, or United Brethren, keeps 
} our Japanese church people intelligent on what is being done and what the 
{ next tasks are to be. 

| Time and energy and money are required to produce hymn books, period- 
| icals, books, tracts, translations of our Discipline, Sunday-school supplies for 
growing churches, but millions of pages of such supplies are coming annually 
from our presses. 


FANNING ENTHUSIASM. 


Intelligence and enthusiasm are further increased in Sierra Leone by an 
i) institute held annually during the wettest period of the rainy season for the 
| special benefit of young men pursuing their conference course of reading; 
but new knowledge is also brought to the older members of the conference 
who participate in the work. 

Ag our territory in Porto Rico is so compact, our people there are most 
fortunate of all in being able to get together frequently for all sorts of con- 
i ventions such as ministerial, Sunday school, Christian Endeavor, temperance, 
} and evangelistic. 

In the Philippines, an institute attended by lay workers as well as min- 
isters, has been held for ten days each year of the quadrennium at the close 
of the annual conference for spiritual uplift and the consideration of every 
phase of the work of the local church. In addition to this, local campaigns, 
jin which a group of churches co-operate, are conducted for a month or six 
i weeks in several sections of our territory every year. In this work Miss 
Weber and Miss Cooley and their group of Filipino deaconesses have ren- 
dered conspicuous service. It has been hard, exhausting labor living under 
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strange conditions and holding meetings twice each day for several long, 
hot weeks, in addition to making many house-to-house calls, but the benefit 
‘to our churches has been incalculable. 


MEDICAL WORK. 


Seven members of our foreign staff, five in Africa and two in China, 
have been chiefly engaged in the practice of medicine. One almost regrets 
that our doctors are obliged to see so many patients, but when suffering 
people are carried or drag themselves along bush paths for a week’s journey 
as they do in Africa, or 20,000 different interviews are sought with one 
doctor, as in China, who can rebuke our great-hearted doctors who day after 
day pour out their lives in the relief of suffering? 


s A FRANK LOOK AT LATIN AMERICA. 

The conference at Panama, in February of last year, which I had the 
privilege of attending because of its relation to our work in Porto Rico and 
the Philippines, was an intensely serious, studious, ten-day attempt on the 
part of the 450 persons present and 800 more who had a part in the prepara- 
tion of the reports, to make a better church in Latin America. The condi- 
tions that led to the calling of this conference lay in the almost utter neglect 
of the millions of Indians at one end of the social scale and similar spiritual 
neglect of the great university groups at the other. Drink, immorality, and 
atheism are destroying the bodies and souls of our fellow Americans. While 
universities are turning out lawyers and doctors and literary men, there are 
few well-educated evangelical leaders, and there is little provision made for 
training others. North of Panama there is just one theological school pre- 
pared to train men of college grade. There is one other in Brazil. In all the 
rest of South America, there are no schools offering training to college men. 
There are few evangelical church buildings. The supply of evangelical liter- 
ature is pitiful. Here are facts reported from some of these fields: 

“It is the sober belief of many that there are more genuine believers in 
Spiritism in Porto Rico than believers in Roman Catholicism.” In Cuba, 
among the educated classes, unbelief is so wide-spread as to be practically 
universal. In Mexico, most of the educated classes call themselves liberals, 
which means having a general belief in God but not in any church. In Cen- 
tral America, Spiritism is rife among rich and poor alike, practiced in its 
srossest form. In Colombia, unbelief is all abourding in professional, com- 
mercial, traveling, and student circles among men. in Equador, the great 
majority of the men are avowed unbelievers, though conforming to forms of 
the church in the burial, marriage, and baptismal ceremonies. 

One full day at the conference was devoted to the consideration of the 
present occupation and neglected classes and fields; one day. to. the message 
and method; one day to the needs of Christian education; -one day to the 
needs of Christian literature; one day to women’s work for women ana 
children; one day to the rising Latin-American churches; one day to the home 
base; and one day to the very great importance of co-operation and unity. 

In view of these conditions, the following was one of the settled con- 


America is the proclamation of the gospel to each republic. and to every 
individual in its purity, simplicity, and power, and the carrying out of all 
the functions of well-organized evangelical churches. The striking need of 
Christian literature was stressed again and again. 


PORTO RICO AS A CHRISTIAN LABORATORY. 

At Panama, there was pretty general agreement as to lines of improve- 
ment that might be made. In other Latin-American states, there were geo. 
graphical, political, or sometimes sectarian obstacles preventing any very 
immediate action. But the conditions in Porto Rico were favorable. Ag 
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- Doctor McAfee, of the Presbyterian Home Mission Board, expressed it, Porto 


Rico, because it was not so great in area, could be a sort of laboratory in 


5 which certain suggested improvements could be tested out. ‘The path did nov 


appear too easy at the beginning of the conference, but after five days of 
study and prayer, hearty agreement was. reached that the churches should 
work under one name, that there should be one Christian college for young 


men, one Christian college for young women, one union theological school, 


one union Christian paper, one island-wide union evangelistic campaign, a 
careful survey of the religious conditions of the island, and the projection of 
mission work into the larger island of Santa Domingo, eighteen hours away, 
as a united foreign mission enterprise by all the churches of the island. 

In Africa, I met with the leaders of other churches operating in Sierra 
Leone. Im Japan, two years ago, we had a joint meeting with the members 
of the Methodist Protestant conference. In China, a number of meetings were 
held to discuss union medical and union normal schools for both men and 
women. “The last is a going concern, and the first will be within a year or 
two. In-Manila, I have twice been present at the session of the Evangelical 
Union im which our own representatives*have always taken a leading part. 
In the promotion of these various phases of union movements, we have been 
trying to secure the best possible work conditions for our people, at the least 
expense. 

VIRILE CHURCHES INCREASINGLY CONFIDENT. 


The result of all this direct and indirect emphasis on an efficient church 
has been that, with the exception of Africa where our conference organization 
is much older than in the other fields, our foreign conferences have really 
begun to discover themselves during the year just past. A healthy and dis- 
tinct confidence in the Church has begun to develop. Until very recently, 
in each of our fields our ministers were very young men. Many of them 
were still in theological school. Few of them had been long in the service 
of the Church. They had never had an opportunity to see the Church strong 
and well organized as we know it. But our native men are being disciplined 
by these years of experience. Every victory won overseas reacts on our 
brave coworkers and gives them new conceptions of what the Church may 
mean in the uplift of their fatherlands. 

The spiritual muscles of our people in the far-away groups are being 
stiffened by self-sacrifice. In almost every instance, excepting Africa, when 
a young man enters the’ministry he is strongly opposed by powerful family 
influences. Disinheritance is not uncommon. The young men coming into 


the ministry are not only despised and browbeaten at home, but their educa- .— 


tion creates wants quite beyond the reach of their salaries, and because of 
their education tempting salaries are held out before our stronger men by 
government or business firms. In view of rising prices everywhere, it is 
remarkable how our men stand fast. 

Our people in each field, in the management of their church finances, 
take the every-member canvass, and, where a monthly envelope is not used, 
receive their offerings in the weekly envelope. In Africa, our churches at 
Bonthe, Freetown, and Rotifunk are self-supporting and contribute from 
$80 to $100 besides for missions. In the Philippines, our people pay forty 
sper cent. of the pastor’s salary besides paying their own current expenses, 
and support a home missionary besides. In China, the Siu Lam church be- 
came entirely self-supporting two years ago. This year, in January, our 
Canton church became responsible for its own support. Plans were made to 
pring three other churches to entire self-support within the next three 
years. In Japan, Mr. Ishiguro’s church will be self-supporting within 
two years. It would have attained this standard before this if their great 
pastor had not been seriously handicapped by ill health. Another church is 
paying half the pastor’s salary, and others are paying one-third. 
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In Porto Rico, the erecticn of a new chapel and parsonage by the mem- 
bers and friends at each annual conference, has become almost as regular 
a feature as the conference itself. Within the past two years, two frame 
chapels were erected in Japan by the initiative of two small but plucky groups 
of believers. At Kwai Chau, China, our people, with the additional aid which 
is being contributed by a church in America, are remodeling and enlarging 
a building recently purchased for church purposes. In the Philippines, during 
the past four years, five permanent churches have been erected and the funds 
for another secured by the self-sacrifice of some of these newest members ot 
the United Brethren family. In Nihombashi, the central ward of Tokyo, the 
Japanese propose to supply one-half the funds for a $15,000 building. Funds 
for another church in western Tokyo to cost $4,000 are being gathered, the 
Japanese proposing to secure three-fourths of the cost. When these enter- 
prises are carried through, we will have five church buildings in the Japanese 
capital, which is now the third city in the world. 

’ In the Philippines, two years ago, the annual conference organized its 
own home missionary society. This society has sent and supported native 
missionaries in the previously untouched mountain province. adjoining. This 
year plans were made to send two teachers into the Ifugau territory that 
has already waited five years since its evangelization was assigned to our 
Church. This year, too, our China conference decided to open its first home 
mission in a new town with a population of ten thousand. Two years ago, 
Mr. and Mrs. Knipp returned to Japan to take up, with Mr. and Mrs. Yabe, 
the evangelistic work in Shigo province with a population of 800,000, just 
east of Kyoto. ; 

In addition to the enlistment of men in the ministry and the gathering 
of pounds, shillings, and pence, dollars, yen, and pesos, and the building of 
churches and schools, the healing of the sick, I think now of the time and 
place during the past four years where, amid non-Christian surroundings, 
young people of our own rearing have set up Christian homes. Womanhood 
has been honored, child life has been better understood, immoral tendencies 


APPRECIATION NOT INTENDED. , 


The success of the Church in these lands now under our view can be 
seen not only by the fruit directly produced, but by the way men outside the 
Chureh praise it or oppose it or attempt to imitate it. Mr. Quezon, the 
Speaker of the Filipino Senate, a young statesman who has represented the 
Philippines in Washington for a number of years, appeared at a meeting ot 
missionaries where I was present, a short time ago, and said, “I am nominally 
a Roman Catholic; yet I am free to say, it seems to me that the Protestant 
teaching that every man should regard himself responsible to God for his 
conduct, makes a better type of citizen than Roman Catholicism produces.”’ 

In China, Confucianists, seeing the many evidences of interest in the 
Christian religion everywhere, during the past few months have been making 
herculean attempts to have Confucianism adopted officially as the state 
religion. By common consent, the strongest foe of the Christian church to- 


insolent faith does not come where our people are strongest to meet it but 
on our scattered little flock in West Africa. Our men and women, some of 
whom have not had even a grammar-school] education, are made the butt 
of ridicule because they cannot explain the mystery of the Trinity or the 
incarnation or the atonement. On the other hand, the attempt on the part 
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of Japanese Buddhists to counterfeit the methods of the church, has been 
unusually quickened during the past twelve months. 

The number of children enrolled in Buddhist Sunday schools is now said 
to be above 200,000. Picture cards, parodied hymns, a cradle roll, and many 
other winning features of our Sunday schools, are being employed. But 
imitation is the truest praise. 


FRUIT BEYOND THE WALL. 

The patriarch Israel, in speaking of the future of his sons in his closing 
hours, says of Joseph, “He is a faithful bough, a fruitful bough by a wall 
whose branches run over the wall.” How much of that ancient fruitage fell 
within I[srael’s own family garden! Each member of his family partook of 
that generous fruit. But, in addition to that, Joseph’s bough, extending over 
the wall, conveyed blessings to his varicus neighbors, to the house of Poti- 
phar, to his associates in prison, to the king, to all the citizens of Egypt, and 
beyond these to the hunger-driven travelers from lands outside who came to 
fill their sacks at Joseph’s granary. E 

So, while much of the fruit of our Church trees abroad has naturally and 
quite rightfully fallen within our own denominational walls, other choice 
fruit is falling into the communities round about. One of these is a growing 
spirit of community service. Somewhere, Mr. Low Wing Kai, the wealthiest 
man in Siu Lam and the firm friend of our missionaries, got the idea that, 
in that city of 400,000, there ought to be a public park and playground. Ac- 
cordingly, the site was purchased,-and now he is asking Doctor Oldt and 
Mr. Davis to assist him’in making that little park useful to the community. 

While I was in San Fernando, the women of the town had a social to 
gather funds with which to open a free dispensary and to employ a visiting 
nurse to care for the families of the poor, among whom the loss of baby 
life is shocking. When the Filipino women at the head of this movement 
came to secure the co-operation of the women of our mission, they said, “You 
know we depend on you people especially.” 

A few weeks ago, Doctor Freeman, America’s chief hydraulic engineer, 
was returning from the East. I said to him, “What is the chief impression. 
you are carrying back home?” Though he is not a member of a church, he 
replied promptly, “Why, what strikes me is the spirit of service out here.” 

Doctor Brashear, the scientist who has designed the lenses for practically 
all the large telescopes on the American continent, at another time made the 
same observation. Yet this desire to help one’s fellow men is in little evi- 
dence until after a Christian church is established in a community. 

THE CHURCH AS THE ORIGINAL DEMOCRAT. 

Another striking impression made on my mind in recent months, is the 
tremendous contribution the church has already made to the idea of govern- 
ment by the people, in the East. The church’s emphasis on the command, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” is the very tap-root of democracy. 
The church has started this growth. She nurtures it in her own local and 
national assemblies. What, then, can be greater than her duty to all those 
great experiments where men are attempting government by the people? 

I frankly admit I went to the Philippines with some misgivings as to the 
wisdom of planning for a large measure of self-government at just this stage; 
but I must confess, the restrained temper and tone of the Filipino political 
leaders went far to remove my doubts. But those men are leaning hard on 
the help they receive from the Protestant churches and the Protestant system 
of public instruction, as in so many of Spain’s former possessions the election 
of the governor, the assembly-man, and the mayor were all contested. The 
judge of the court, in appointing our superintendent as a member of a com- 
mittee to recount the ballots, took occasion to say that the community coula 
trust these Protestants as they were absolutely honest. 
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A few years ago, South China was overrun with pirates. In October, a 
new civil governor, one of the best in all China, was sent down from Peking. 
Within the first few weeks of his tenure there, he visited the mission schools 
and sought to win their support in his endeavor to develop a better govern- 
ment. S 

And in Japan the forces of democracy released by the Christian gospel 
are shaking the old ideas of empire so violently that an ordinary American 
would feel inclined to slow the mevement down. Now, when the church 
plants the idea in men’s minds that in the end every nation must be a 
brotherhood, is she not bound to stand hard by and do her utmost to see 
that in each stage of these political transitions there is exercised patience, 
forbearance, and restraint? 

When we think of our own political fortunes, we sing gratefully and 
devoutly, “Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing.” 
lf we needed the help of our fathers’ God in our struggle for liberty, can we 
believe that these rising democracies everywhere, for whose existence Amer- 
ican influence is more responsible than any other ten influences combined, 
can we believe that these democracies can do other than fail if the American 
church fails to spread among them the knowledge of the God whom we avow 
to be the Author of our liberty? And, if there is a hope and conviction more 
firmly rooted in my thinking than any other, it is that these native churches 
in their day and place may go far to heal in some degree the world’s disease 
of race prejudice and distrust and hatred. 

If I might turn aside for the moment, I should so much like to say that, 
while there is no German blood in my veins, there is no more fervent wish 
in my heart than that the church’s spirit may so go abroad, pervade and 
possess the hearts of all men under arms to-day, that the fatherland of 
Luther and Otterbein, having come through the fires of her affliction with 
truer ideals, may come again into the great sisterhood of nations’ as an 
honored member—that the German brain and German heart at their best, and 
German thrift, adaptation, and painstaking care and dogged will, may yet 
make their priceless contribution to the world. 

And along with this deep. yearning in my heart is an equally deep desire 
that these young churches, with whose planting and growth we have had 
so much to do, may, in these years just ahead, go far towards promoting a 
more thorough understanding, appreciation, and good will between race and 
race and nation and nation. The practice is far too common, when Anglo- 
Saxons go into the languid tropics, as British officials go into West Africa 
and far too many of our people go into the Philippines, to break the spirit 
of these darker races as they at first take up unfamiliar problems by saying, 
“You can’t,” “You can’t,” “You can’t.” But one of the chief duties of our 
Church abroad is to lay its hand on the shoulder of these alien races and 
say, “Never mind what your ancestral inheritance may have been in your 
day, you can.” ; 

The Christian churches in China and Japan—ours among the rest—can 
do much if they give themselves with open mind to earnest search for ways 
and means to promote a more cordial understanding between the great na- 
tions of the Hast. And in Japan, while we are building chapels and holding 
evangelistic meetings, beyond that, the influence of our representatives joins 
with that of other American missionaries to overmatch those dark, sinister 
forces that, having absolutely no basis in fact or reason, seem bent on creating 
misunderstanding and strife between Japan and America, two nations that, 
because of geographical position and economic condition, should supplement 
and not destroy each other. 

Mr. Roosevelt has said that the country cannot exist with somemen up 
and some men down. His dictum therefore is, for America, “All men up? 
Mr. Wilson’s new interpretation of the Monroe Doctrine means little less than 
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that the nations shall in the future form a United States of the world. And 
here, in this new and larger United States, the safety of the whole group is 
imperiled by any nation that is down in morals or down in superstition or 
down in godlessness. Believing, therefore, that the Christian church is the 
greatest healing and lifting agency that can come to any race, we have tried 
thoughtfully, constructively, patiently, persistently, with the means at our 
disposal, to make a better Church, and, beyond that, better communities and 
a better world. [Great applause.] 


[Bishop Howard arose and bowed to the audience. ] 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair is moved to this remark: This tremendous 
cosmopolitan has been making cosmopolitans of all of us here to-day. [Ap- 
plause.] And another thing I will say, notwithstanding my traditional 
‘modesty— [laughter]. Now, you laugh at that. You should not do so. 
[Laughter.]| While I was Missionary Secretary, I went to Otterbein Uni- 
versity to get a couple of missionaries for Africa. I knew Alfred T. Howard 
from his boyhood, and I knew his father; I used to pray with him; and I 
was minded that Alfred T. Howard and John R. King ought to go to Africa; 
and when I looked over the Mrs. King to be and the Mrs. Howard to be, 
I finally issued their credentials, and I am happy in that distinguished favor. 
{ Applause. ] 

I should like to have this followed, if it please you, by the report of our 
great General Secretary of Foreign Missions, Doctor Hough. Let us rise and 
sing a verse, and let the ushers come forward and distribute these reports. 

Conference stood as Bishop Bell led in singing, “Let the lower lights be 
burning.” 

Dr. S. S.. Hough, Foreign Missionary Secretary, then read his report as 
follows. 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-seventh General Confer- 
ence. Honored Coworkers: 

When our Lord Jesus desired to place the central purpose of his 
mission to the world firmly in the lives of his followers, he brought 
his disciples face to face with an impossible task; namely, that of 
feeding five thousand hungry men with five loaves and two fishes. 
In their perplexity he asked them to determine what available re- 
sources they had, and to cause the men to be seated in companies. 
He then received their contribution and led them through prayer into 
the infinite resources of God, and he at once set his disciples to feed- 
ing the multitude, and as they obeyed, the amazing miracle began to 
take place. 

In the atmosphere of wonder and expectancy thus created, Jesus 
declared, 

“T am the living bread which came down from heaven: if 
any man eat of this bread he shall lie for ever: and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the 
life of the world.” 

Christ thus lifted before his followers the supreme’ purpose of his 
life, and their central, all-important task—to pass on to every crea- 
ture the bread of life. 

Ten years ago the Christian leaders of the United States and Can- 
ada began to do in a spiritual way for the non-Christian world, what 
these first disciples did for the five thousand; namely, to divide the 
neglected millions into companies with a view to bringing to every 


. 
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soul during this generation the Jlife-imparting, heart-satisfying 


Christ. 
GREAT AND DIVERSIFIED WORK. 


Our General Conference at Canton, Ohio, eight years ago will be 
forever memorable for having taken the following action: 

“We cheerfully and prayerfully accept five million people 
as our minimum share of the unevangelized world for whose 
evangelization we are responsible.” : 

Deputations were sent tu Porto Rico, Japan, China, the Philippines, 
and West Africa to make a careful survey of the conditions and needs 
of those who look to us alone for the gospel. 

We found vast throngs of people in the areas allotted to us, speak- 
ing eight different languages, which have to be mastered in order to 
give the gospel to the people in their own tongue. 

Our supreme aim from the beginning has been to develop efficient 
native churches and native institutions which shall become self-sup- 
porting and self-propagating as speedily as possible. In order to ac- 
complish this purpose we have had to provide in Africa and China 
a system of day schools, and in all of our fields, schools for the higher 
training of native workers. We have had to promote manual training, 
philanthropic, and medical work, and as the native churches began 
to develop, increasing attention has been given to the creation and 
publication of a Christian literature in the vernacular adapted to the 
needs of the growing Sunday schools and church membership. 

As a result of the investigations, a program of advance, representing 
present needs in our foreign fields was presented to the General Con- 
ference four years ago, and the same was unanimously adopted. This 
ealled for additional missionaries for each of the ensuing four years, 
an annual income of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the 
current work abroad, and one hundred and sixty thousand dollars for 
new buildings and equipment. 


ADVANCING IN SPITE OF GREAT DIFFICULTIES. 

As this General Conference will receive a report from Bishop A. T. 
Howard, general superintendent of our foreign fields, and also mes- 
sages from delegates from our. foreign conferences, I shall give but 
a brief statement of conditions and the general statistics of the 
work abroad. 

The Foreign Missionary movement has had to wrestle with gigantic 
difficulties the past. three years. The war has put out of joint the 
world’s commerce and international relationships. Our missionaries 
and native’ workers have had to carry forward their work in the midst 
of most adverse physical and economical conditions. 

Africa suffered most because of the war, and also because of a de- 
pleted missionary force. On account of the dangers about Liverpool, 
we were compelled to send our missionaries to Africa by way of 
Porto. Rico, or by Cadiz, Spain. Since the unrestricted submarine 
warfare, our workers in this field have been completely cut off from 
the rest of the world. Two of our missionaries missed by but two 
days being on board the steamship Faluba, the first passenger ship 
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sunk by a submarine. Rev. J. F. Musselman, who is present at this 
General Conference, was on the Atlantic, coming home for a well- 
earned furlough, when this merciless submarine campaign was put 
into operation. He hazarded his life by twice running the war zone, 
once from Freetown to Liverpool, and again from Liverpool to 
America. ; 

Mohammedan prophets have taken advantage of the war times to 
earry forward a spectacular crusade for the spread of their religion 
in Africa among tribes where our Church is at work. 

In China, the quadrennium was one of great test and change. The 
disastrous flood of 1915 was followed by a general uprising of the 
people to re-establish the republican form of government. This 
brought on an armed conflict, and for many months lawless pirates 
earried on a reign of terror. y 

The work in Porto Rico, the Philippine Islands, and Japan has 
gone forward under normal conditions, with the exception that the 
cost of living and building material has advanced enormously. 

We are deeply grateful to God that the lives of our missionaries 
have been spared during these perilous times. “The great difficul- 
ties encountered have been accepted by the workers abroad as a chal- 
lenge to sacrificial living and giving, and a new surrender to God for 
wisdom and larger spiritual equipment. As a result, the work has 
advanced right through these years of world-wide disaster, and we are 
profoundly thankful to God that the strength and permanency of for- 
eign missions are now more clearly revealed than ever before. 


CONFERENCES IN LATIN AMERICA. 

The Congress on Christian Work in Latin America, held at Pan- 
ama, February 10-20, 1916, was doubtless the most important religious 
gathering of the world during the past four years. This meeting 
turned the eyes of the Christian leaders of North America to the 
importance of missionary work in Mexico, South America, Cuba, and 
Porto Rico. 

Bishop A. T. Howard and Rev. Philo W. Drury ably represented 
the United Brethren Church at this great congress. 

A Regional Conference was held in Porto Rico in March, 1916, 
which resulted in the formation of an evangelical union for that 
island. The Protestant missionary forces of Porto Rico are thus 
united for the evangelization of the island, for the better training of 
native workers, and for the creation and circulation of a suitable 
literature in the vernacular for the native churches. Porto Rico is 
thus leading all the evangelical workers of Latin America in a for- 
ward, co-operative work. 

Rey. Philo W. Drury, of our own mission, has been made secretary 
of this united movement in Porto Rico, and he is also managing 
editor of the union paper, the Puerto Rico Evangelico, which was 
originally started in our own mission, and which has now the largest 
- circulation of any paper on the island. 

The following table will show the progress of the work: 
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GROWTH ABROAD DURING THREE QUADRENNIUMS. 
1905 1909 1913 1917 


Foreign missionaries......... Sit 53 66 63 
Ordained native preachers.... Ay 5 fens 24 32 
Total native workers......... 81 124 158 188 
Organized churches ......... 38 (3 95 102 
- Chapels and church buildings. . 19 38 59 83 

Communicant members ...... 1,429 Sines 5,484 you: 
Smid avaschools: tay ian sxa etc 38 Liq 16 St 
Enrollment in Sunday schools. 2,248 4,407 6,508 8,112 
Young People’s societies...... 6 24 33 26 
Members in Y. P. societies... 239 689 905 676 
JUMTOTS! SO CIOGIES nee es 6 19 gape, 38 
Members in Junior societies. . 330 563 4,049 1,432 
Day and boarding schools..... 28 36 a 44 49 
Pupils in day & boarding schs. .. 964 1,478 1,638 2,032 
Contributions for self-support 

and benevolences........ $ 4,599 $ 10,459 $ 14,673 $ 24,502 
Total value of=property on 

foreign fields............ $76,927 $208,285 $259,265 $302,909 


The exhibit here presented will show the growth during the twelve 
years of four departments abroad: 
Native Workers 


1905 81 
DERE ers 
UA 188 


Organized Churches 


1905 38 
boo oa es iu ag 
1917 102 


Communicant Members 


1905 1,429 
ea 
iesaky4 7,515 


Self-Support 
1905 $4,599 


aSegy $24,502 


WORK INTENSIVE AND BPXTENSIVE. 

: These statistics and brief survey utterly fail to convey an adequate 
idea of the magnitude of the work being performed. During recent 
years we have placed the greatest emphasis upon the deepening of the 
spiritual life, the enlisting of every Christian in soul-winning, and 
the training of every convert from the first day he enters the Church 
to give toward self-support and for the sending of the gospel to 
others. 

Evangelizing a City. As an example of the intensive work and the 


variety of activities necessary to evangelize a city, let us take as an 
illustration Siu Lam, 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 125 


Siu Lam is as large as the cities of Canton, Akron, and Dayton, 
Ohio, combined. It is a sobering responsibility to be charged with 
the whole task of planting the Christian church in such a pagan 
city. A survey was made, day schools opened, and the Elizabeth 
Kumiler Miller Seminary for girls was located in this city during the 
first year of this quadrennium. The splendid new buildings for this 
excellent school are now nearing completion. We sent a medical mis- 
sionary to Siu Lam, and he found a mammoth opportunity and ap- 
pealed for a small hospital. Ten thousand nine hundred and forty- 
two dollars are now in the treasury for this hospital, which will be 
erected in the near future. We have one aggressive, native church, 
centrally located, which has become entirely self-supporting and 
which is the mst evangelistic local church in all South China, hay- 
ing won over two hundred souls to Christ the last two years. 

Our workers are banded together to fully evangelize Siu Lam. 
They have divided it into ten districts and are planning to put a 
street chapel in each with a Chinese preacher and Bible woman in 
charge, as soon as these workers can be found and trained. This will 
give each native pastor a parish of forty thousand souls. Four 
preaching places have already been opened. 


OUR UNTOUCHED AREAS. 


The policy of the Foreign Society has been, and we believe it 
should continue to be, to enter new places only as rapidly as we are 
able to develop the work already started. The missionaries have con- 
fined their activities to about one-half of the territory allotted to us 
for evangelization. 

If we can keep at work the full force of missionaries now in Porto 
Rico and Japan, they and their native associates will be able to 
evangelize the territory assigned to our communion. 

But in the Philippines, China, and Africa our missionary force 
must be greatly enlarged. We ought to occupy the great Ifugao 
country in the Philippines. In South China, the writer stood on an 
elevation back of the city of Kum Chuck six years ago and counted 
eighteen towns and villages with an aggregate population of a mil- 
lion. These are still waiting for our first missionary. In Africa, 
adjacent to our work on the east,.are millions of souls who have 
never had the first opportunity of the gospel. 


DEVELOVING THE HOME BASE. 


We have been promoting a strenuous campaign among the home 
churches along three lines: (1) missionary instruction and training; 
(2) the enlistment of churches and individuals for a full benevolence 
budget and something additional; (3) the securing of funds for the 
new buildings and equipment. ie 

After careful inquiry in many annual conferences, it is our con- 

-viction that not more than one person in ten in our communion 
really believes and acts upon the belief that Jesus Christ is now 
living and is carrying out his program to evangelize the world. In 
order to help correct this, a little book, “Our Church Abroad,” was 
prepared. The students in our colleges and theological Seminary took 
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up its discussion with great enthusiasm. Young People’s societies, 
Sunday schools, and local churches formed groups for its investi- 
ation. 

% A period of five Sundays, from February 4 to March 4, was de- 
voted to this study in hundreds of Sunday schools. Judging from 
the reports received, this was one of the most informing, interest- 
creating programs yet tried in our Bible schools. To supply the de- 
mand for information, our Publishing House had to issue fourteen 
thousand copies of “Our Church Abroad” during the last fifteen 
months. 

One pastor, whose church has been transformed by this study, 
writes : 

“Tt has opened my eyes anew to the fact that when our 
people know, they will do.” 

In promoting this important work, the editors of our church peri- 
odicals, and the secretaries of our Sunday-school and Young People’s 
departments united heartily with the Bishops, conference superin- 
tendents, and pastors in their effort to inform our whole constituency. 

We have had a growing conviction right through the past twelve 
years that no other Christians in America are more willing to know 
and to do the will of God than are the members of the United Breth- 
ren Church. We believe only a beginning has been made in providing 
the information needed to cause our people to see the living Christ 
and the work to which he is calling them as members of his church. 


RECEIPTS FOR THE CURRENT WORK FOR THE QUADRENNIUM, EACH YEAR 
ENDING APRIL FIRST, 


1914 
From churches, Sunday schools, Young People’s societies, 

ANG: aN GVA GUS ence ia con ire ee teas, Saas ices oeaease $ 50,035.27 
From interest on permanent funds. .........c-0-se+-e0e 2,712.23 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association.............. 35,414.61 

"Ota ii ote ae eee Se ass Se eee $ 88,162.11 
1915 
Hrom the benevolencesbudcebs tensa Gee Serie Dene $ 49,482.00 
Specials in addition to full budget, from churches, Sunday 
schools, Young People’s societies, and individua's.... 8,118.88 
rom: bequests. ..:..:5 monte Oe oe ee eee 1,176.26 
Kromunterest on “per manent tundss ee eee een eae oes 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association.............. 84,467.74 
otalun ccc ete Gin ee ee eee eee $ 95,970.76 
1916 
From the benevolence budget. .....-2.5.. sco ose een b40.D 60.08 
Specials from churches, Sunday schools, Young People’s 
societies, and individuals). 2. Cos oi... teks ae OO lone 
From small annuities and bequests.......0......00.0une- 1,107.68 
From interest on permanent funds..............00+eeee- 2,110.05 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association.............. 87,968.26 


Dota. 50:2 ..! EUR elere ree $102,775.04 
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1917 

From the benevolence budget. .........0..00...00-0000-5. $40,108.79 

Specials from churches, Sunday schools, Young People’s 
societies, and individuals........5........--......, 19,979.60 
From interest on permanent funds..... 3,041.49 
From small annuities and OUR LS CRCon Se ee 1,096.92 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association.............. 40,810.75 
DOR eee as 62 tae Ae SNOT, Derma y face sey $105,087.53 


PASSING- THROUGH A CRISIS. 


It will be seen from the foregoing report that the annual income 
has ranged from $88,000 to $105,000, or from $62,000 to $45,000 short 
ot reaching the goal of the quadrennium, namely, an annual income of 
$150,000 for the current work abroad. 

Two extraordinary situations have confronted the society: (1) The 
increased cost of foreign missionary work, growing out of war con- 
ditions, and (2) the shortage in income through the regular plan of 
gifts from the churches. 

Early in the quadrennium your secretary and the missionaries home 
on furlough joined heartily with other secretaries in team work to 
create the atmosphere whereby the largest possible amount would be 
secured through the benevolence budget. 

Previous to the adoption of the budget plan, the Foreign Society 
was receiving through the voluntary gifts of the churches, on an aver- 
age forty-eight per cent. of what came to the general benevolences, or 
about $50,200 annually, not including specials. In the apportionment 
agreed upon by the Finance Commission, the percentage to the for- 
eign work was reduced, with a consequent reduction in the income 
from this source. For the year ending April 1, 1917, the Foreign So- 
ciety received from the budget $40,109, or $10,091 less than the 
amount received from the same sources five years ago. 

Then, too, it should be borne in mind that eight years ago the tasks 
of the Foreign Missionary Society were doubled, when it assumed the 
responsibility for the support of the work in the fields previously 
administered by the Woman’s Missionary Association. Two of these 
fields, China and the Philippines, were then in great need of new 
buildings. While the women have been doing heroic work in securing 
funds, still the amount coming to the Foreign Society for the current 
work abroad from said association, for the past four years, is twelve 
thousand dollars less than would have been received had the associ- 
ation given each year of this quadrennium as much as it gave in 1909, 
the year of the federation. 

The Executive Committee, two and one-half years ago, recognized 
that a grave situation confronted the society, and that a burdensome 
debt was inevitable unless something extraordinary was done at once. 
Accordingly the following action was taken: ster 

“That we will not send out any new missionaries, nor 
return those now home on furlough until funds are avail- 
able or pledged for their support.” 
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The fact that experienced missionaries were being detained in 
America brought a strong challenge to pastors, local churches, and 
individuals, Many of these through previous study and training had 
seen the vision and were ready for sacrificial service. A business man 
in Ohio wrote: Spi 

“Byer since coming into a clearer vision of the mission- 
ary work, its needs and opportunities, I have prayed that 
some day I might be financially able to support a missionary. 
It appears that God is putting me to the test. After prayer- 
ful consideration, my wife and I have decided to make @ sac- 
rifice. You can count on us for the support of a missionary 
at five hundred dollars.” 

The Sunday school and church at LaCrosse, Kansas, asked if they 
might be permitted to support Rev. and Mrs. H. W. Widdoes in the 
Philippines as their representatives. The privilege was granted, and 
the secretary soon received the following telegram from Mr. J. H. 
Little, the Sunday-school superintendent : 

“Prayer answered. LaCrosse church and Sunday school 
pledge one thousand dollars for the support of Rev. H. W. 
Widdoes and family in the Philippines.” [ Applause. ] 

The spirit of undertaking the heroic took hold of pastors, Sunday 
schools, and local churches throughout the denomination in a remark- 
able way, and resulted in about forty of our missionaries being -par- 
tially, and in many eases fully, supported. It required all this and more 

_to make up the shortage, and we find that the receipts for the current 

work abroad have remained practically stationary right through the 
past eight years. We have been compelled to reduce our missionary 
force from sixty-six, the number reported four years ago, to sixty- 
three, and to order retrenchment when every condition on the field 
called for an advance. _ 

One of the superintendents, who was at the time prostrated with 
overwork, wrote: 

“All we have gained will be irreparably lost unless the 
board sends us missionaries. It is as if a gigantic, golden 
harvest were left to rot in the field.” 

In spite of the retrenchment ordered, the overdraft of the society 
for the current work has been increased from $8,917.77, the amount’ 
reported four years ago, to $15,451.77, the present overdraft. Had it 
not been for the courageous work of pastors, individuals, and local, 
churches in making sacrificial gifts in addition to a full benevolence 


budget, during the past three years, we would now be facing an over- 
draft of $55,000 instead of $15,451.77. 


, VOICING: GREAT NEEDS. 


I know I am in danger of being misunderstood in this appeal, but 

I am not thinking of a board or of the budget. JI am thinking of 

- those millions across the seas for whose evangelization our denom- 
ination is responsible; I am thinking of the two hundred thousand or 
more indifferent, unenlisted members of our churches who are iniss- 
ing the most precious opportunities of their lives. 
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It is extremely difficult to present this part of my report, for I 
realize I cannot do justice to the great task of representing these 
vast needs, : 

I could wish, first of all, that you might see the multitudes abroad, 
as I saw them, and as our missionaries see them, day and night—- 
gray-headed fathers and mothers on the verge of eternity, to whom 
has never come the word of a Savior ; young men and women in the 
prime of life who would gladly follow Christ if they had a chance; 
helpless little children with infinite possibilities before them, plod- 
ding on their weary way, ignorant of Christ’s matchless love. The 
great majority of these are living in constant dread of evil spirits, and 
hundreds of thousands are in abject poverty, where disease reigns 
unchallenged for want of medical aid. 

f these five millions could pass before us here, and we would give 
to each soul just five seconds of time to make its appeal—and surely 
an immortal soul has a right to five seconds of our time—we would 
have to sit in continuous session, day and night, through all the re- 
maining days of May, through all the days of J une, July, August, 
September, October, November, December, J anuary, and until the 
twenty-fourth day of February, 1918, before all could be heard. 

But these millions cannot make their appeal to you direct. I 
stand, therefore, before you in their behalf. I must be true to them 
and to our risen Lord, who has been waiting—expectantly waiting 
through these long centuries—for the church to rise and give them his 
message. In Christ’s stead and in behalf of these hungry ones, 
these needy ones over the seas, I plead with you to make adequate 
provision whereby they may soon be given the bread of life. This is 
not the work of a secretary, or of a board. It is an obligation, yea, an 
unspeakable privilege, which comes directly to every man and woman, 
to every congregation in the United Brethren Church. 

May I make a plea, also, for the thousands of precious young men 
and women, and for the children bright with promise, who are being 
recewed into churches which have no world outlook and are void of 
the instruction and organization necessary to direct young lives in 
evangelism, in social service, and in working with Christ to evangel- 
ize the world? Possibly one-half of these are doomed to indifference, 
if not to hostility against the church. 

One of the saddest experiences of my life came at the close of an 
address, when a man of seventy-five took my hand, and trembling with 

otion, said 
ae “Oh, sir, af some one had told me when I was a young man 

what you have presented here to-night, how different my life 
would have been.” : 

It was too late. His day of opportunity was gone forever. 4 

The “regions beyond” for every pastor in America are the regions 
of undeveloped talents and unconsecrated money in his church mem- 
bership. Any congregation can be transformed with proper instruc- 
tion and training. It may take time, it may take as much courage, 
wisdom, and consecration as is required to open up a new station in 
Africa, but it can be done. The speedy evangelization of our neg- . 
lected millions abroad awaits such intensive work as is necessary to 
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make every local church in America a power worldwide for Jesus 
Christ. 
NEW BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT. 


Our growing native churches and native institutions in mission’ 
lands have developed to the place where new buildings and equipment 
must be provided for. them, or they will be crippled for years to come. 

Four years ago the General Conference approved of securing one 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars for this purpose. Because of 
heavy work in getting funds for the current work abroad, not much 
could be accomplished in this campaign until eighteen months ago, 
up to which time about ten thousand dollars had been secured, leaving 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars yet needed for the erection of 
twenty-four churches, five school buildings, a hospital, a dispensary, 
and eight missionary residences. 

A layman in eastern Pennsylvania agreed to be one of fifty to 
provide the entire amount; another took the dispensary at Canton, 
China, at five thousand dollars, and a member of this General Confer- 
ence from Ohio gives five thousand dollars to help meet the need for 
missionary residences. A number of individuals each contributed 
from one thousand to twenty-five hundred dollars to provide churches 
in places of from ten to fifty thousand, where ours is the only Prot- 
estant church. « 

When this opportunity was presented to a farmer a few ménths 
ago, he said . sips 

“T have felt for ten years that God wanted me to do some- 
thing special for the evangelization of the world. I will give 
you a thousand dollars to-day for a church building, and 
from this time on, I have decided to give one-tenth of my 
income to God. I find Christ's way is the right way— It ts 
more blessed to give than to receive. ” 

A business man in the East has agreed to give ten thousand dollars 
for the erection of a new building for our splendid Boys’ Grammar 
School in China. One-half of the amount has been received in cash. 
What a rich investment for the training of those who shall be lead- 
ers in presenting Jesus Christ to the millions of their own people! 

Recently the writer had a precious interview with a Christian lay- 
man about these buildings. He soon reached a decision, saying: 

“Several years ago I made a covenant with God that if he 
would give me enough to provide for my family, I would give 
to his cause all that would come lo me over and above that 
amount. He has blessed me wonderfully and I have de- 
cided to gwe you twenty-five hundred dollars for these new « 
buildings.” 

The members of the Woman’s Missionary Association throughout 
the denomination have done magnificent work in providing funds 
for the erection of the splendid, new buildings of the Elizabeth 
Kumler Miller Seminary, Siu Lam, China, and also a love offering 
toward a new building for the Young Women’s Bible Training School 
at San Fernando, Philippine Islands. 
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NEW BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT—STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND 
EXPENDITURES. 
Credit balance for new buildings, April 1, 1913.......... $ 12,001.00 
New funds received during quadrennium from individuals, 
churches, and from bequests, annuities, and from the 
Woman’s Missionary Association for. grounds, new 
buildings, and equipment. . Atos ses yes vera rave see air ajs ty MALO 


Total in treasury. . Perse ek RASA, AI2 DO 
Paid out for grounds ee new ¢ bulldines: fie EA Cen aoe eM $ 44,750.00 
Credit balance on hand, as follows: 

For China Hospital (Siu amie ae ear BLO 049 29 
For general new building and equipment 
famed es a oes Uap Ao Sty Se ee Ser Pea 25,597.37 
For Young Women’s Bible Training School, 
aMppINe-TSlAMAS ses eslss sas 3S fee cals wee 3,203.00 


Total credit balance, April 1, 1917, for new buildings. ....$ 39,742.59 
The securing of funds for these buildings, in addition to the other 
duties of the secretary, has been by no means. an easy task. ‘[his 
work has been done in a quiet way, without the employment of an 
agent, and it has cost the society less than four hundred dollars. 

In this campaign our policy has been that the money for a new 
building must first be in the treasury at Dayton, Ohio, before the 
contract is let. Some of the buildings long overdue may have to be 
delayed longer by this method, but we cannot feel justified in bor- 
rowing money to put up any of these buildings. We sincerely hope 
that enough pledges and cash may be received within the next six 
months to enable our workers to go forward promptly with the erec- 
tion of every building called for. 


THE RUFUS CLARK AND ELLA CLARK ESTATES, 


During the first year of the quadrennium the Foreign Society took 
over the Rufus Clark and Ella Clark estates of Denver, Colorado, 
and paid off all claims against the same. This became necessary in 
order to save the estates from a forced sale in times of financial 
stringency, as the will of Rufus Clark required that his estate be 
closed within five years after his death, or before October 14, 1915. 
We have sought to turn the holdings of these estates into cash as 
soon as possible, but because of adverse financial conditions in Denver 
it has been difficult to make progress. 

The Foreign Society has had to advance all told $42,028.36 to 
pay off every claim and to meet every expense in taking over these 
estates. Up to April 12, 1917, we have disposed of enough property 
to pay the taxes and current expenses and to reduce the amount ad- 
vanced, from $42,028.36 to $31,371.96. 

The settling up of thése estates has been very much complicated 
on account of the failure of a number of companies in Denver, but we 
believe better progress will be made during the months just ahead. It 
is now clear that the society will not realize nearly as much from 
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these bequests as was first expected, but we believe enough will come 
to fully justify the course taken and the labor expended. 

The details of every transaction have been approved by the execu- 
tive committee and the board, and are on file in the office of the 
Foreign Missionary Society. 

LOYAL COWORKERS. 

The richest endowment of the missionary enterprise is not money, 
but lives poured out in sacrificial living, both on the firing line and 
among the home churches. J am thinking to-day of our heroic 
missionaries at the front, men and women who are joyfully willing 
to make any sacrifice for love of Christ. Miss Eaton, who has spent 
twenty-three years of service in Africa, and whose furlough is now 
overdue, writing from her isolated station in the Mendi country, says, 

“T sometimes, but only sometimes, almost envy you the 
privilege of living in the midst of so much comfort, but I 
would not exchange places with any one of you rf I had the 
chance.” 

Two of these missionaries have received their eternal crowns during 
the past quadrennium. Mrs. Joseph Cosand, who, in spite of almost 
total deafness, continued her cheerful service with her husband in 
Japan through thirty years. The influence of her beautiful life will 
continue in ever-increasing fruitage. 

The other was that heroic man of God, Rev. J. Hal Smith, who 
died alone at his far away station in the Kono country. That loncly 
grave in Kono Land will ever bea challenge to our Church to advance 
into the regions beyond. 

Bishop A. T. Howard visited all of our foreign fields twice during 
the quadrennium and rendered great and highly-appreciated service. 
His long experience as a missionary and his thorough study of mis- 
sionary work enabled him to be most helpful to the missionaries and 
native pastors in grappling with their ever-changing problems. 

After ten years of untiring, effective service as Educational Secre- 
tary, Rev. J. Edgar Knipp heard the eall of Ged to return to Japan. 
He and Mrs. Knipp, in association with Rev. Mr. Yabe, have had two 
years of successful work in the new district of Shiga Ken, where 
Rey. Monroe Crecelius laid down his life for Christ nine years ago. 

For the past eighteen months the society has had the self-sacrificing 
services of Mrs. J. Hal Smith, whose broken health in Africa com- 
pelled her to come to America. She has been the means, under God. 
of leading scores of churches into a victorious, spiritual life and 
world-wide service. 

As secretary of the society, I desire to express my sincere appreci- 
ation of the faithful work of the Executive Committee and of the 
Board of Directors. These noble men and women, carrying heavy 


responsibility in other departments of work, have performed an un- 
selfish, far-reaching service. 


A LOOK FORWARD. 
What a day this is for a look out over the world! The very foun- 


dations of civilizations are being shaken. In non-Christian lands 
there is an unprecedented breaking up of old beliefs and an openness 
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and ripeness for the gospel message such as the missionaries never 
before witnessed. What the native churches will be fifty years hence, 
in character, aims, aggressiveness, and power, will be largely deter- 
mined the next ten years. 

God is remolding Europe in a furnace of great suffering and sac- 
rifice, and now the United States enters the great war. Naturally 
some are wondering how the Christian church and Christian mis- 
sions in the United States will fare in the days ahead. I have the 
conviction that under God-directed leadership, this crisis will burn 
out the dross from our churches and more Christians will seek “frst 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness” than ever before. But 
this can come about only through a leadership which has incarnated 
the vision and courage of Christ, and will not be confused by politi- 
cal surface currents. Surely God has chosen the present zeneration 
of Christian leaders to stand before him and be his representatives 
to an “age on ages telling.” Is the church in America ready for 
her great opportunity ? 

The unexpected has happened in Great Britain, where they are 
putting thirty-five million dollars a day into war, and where over 
five million of their choicest men are under arms, or have already fal- 
len on the battlefields. Because of the extraordinary sacrifices, many 
in England expected a shrinkage in missionary work, but now comes 
the astounding report that the missionary societies of Great Britain 
received $28,800 more money during the past year than in any pre- 
vious year in their history. [Applause.] One layman offered to 
double any increase in gifts for missions received in his church last 
year. The increase reported required him to write a check for $6,250. 

Every thoughtful man will recognize that the United States is now 
facing her severest test and greatest opportunity. While this country 
has had three years of marvelous prosperity, England and the other 
warring nations have been piling up enormous debts and sacrificing 
the future leadership of State and Church. All eyes are now 
on America for help in the uplift of the world. 

“Oh, America, America, stretching between the two great 
seas, in whose heart flows the rich blood of many nations; 
nursed by Puritan and Pilgrim; defended by patriot and 
missionary. Oh, America, let thy Master make thee a savior 
of nations; let thy God flood thee with a resistless passion for 
divine conquest; let thy father lead thee over mountains and 
seas, through fire and flood, through sickness and pain, out 
to that great hour when all men shall hear the call of Christ, 
and the last lonely soul shall see the uplifted cross, and the 
whole, round world be brought back to the heart of God.” 

Oh, America! America! this is thy day, thy day of matchless op- 
portunity. shite sie 

Every crisis is an opportunity for the Christian church. God then 
speaks to his obedient messengers what is needed for the new era Just 
ahead. Men of faith saw slavery doomed a hundred years before it 
came to pass, and they began at once to forge the weapons for its 
destruction. Christian women some fifty years ago, and men a 
little later, saw America freed from the curse of the saloon, and the 


134 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


victorious fight has been on ever since, and right now the defenders of 
this infamous traffic are making preparations for its burial. 

Carey, Mills, and Livingstone saw that the world should be and 
could be evangelized if Christians were but obedient, and they planted 
their lives in the darkest continents to open up highways for the ad- 
vaneing army of God. 

And to-day, in the midst of the world’s conflict, men of God are 
seeing the time when wars shall be no more, for the Son of God has 
gone forth to a war whose end is universal peace. God’s cause 1s 
going to win. 

“Fear not, we cannot fail; 
The vision will prevail. 
Truth is the oath of God, 
And sure and fast, through death and hell 
Holds onward to the last.” 

Sincerely, 

S. S. Hoven, 
General Secretary. 


BisHorp Bett. I was going to ask that we be reminded that the Miller 
Seminary is not only the Miller Seminary, but it is a memorial to Lizzie K. 
Miller, of sacred memory. 

[Great applause followed the reading of Doctor Hough’s report.] 

Professor Ruebush then led in singing ‘‘America.” 

THE PRESIDENT. We have been greatly moved by this tremendous pres- 
entation of the great field surveyed in the activities of the Church abroad. 
Is there a motion to refer the report of your General Secretary to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Missions? 

On motion of Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference; the report was 
so referred. 

The president then announced the program for to-morrow morning. 

SECRETARY LyrER. Those of you who hold reports that have been pre- 
sented and referred, I wish you would bring them to the secretaries’ tables, 
and there are about a half dozen memorials that were referred to the com- 
mittees, for which you hold us responsible. We haven’t seen one of them. 
I wish they might come to us that we might refer them properly. 

BisHop MATHEWS, May I announce that the Committee on Finance will 
meet immediately after adjournment, and the Bonebrake directors will meet 
to-morrow afternoon at the close of the afternoon session. 

Rev. O. T. Derver. There are several vacancies in our committee. Are 
there steps to be taken to fill them? 

THE PRESIDENT. Name the committee. 

Rey. O. T. DEEvVerR. The Christian Endeavor Committee. One party was 
taken from the committee; Mrs. O. E. Williams, of Erie, isn’t here, and some 
one has taken her place as a delegate. That makes another vacancy on that 
committee. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair would suggest that you would save time if 
you would pass your memorandum to the Board of Bishops so everybody 
need not wait. The Board of Bishops will be happy to give it immediate 
attenticn. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. It is understood 
that Brother Stengle will take the place of Brother Carl on our committee. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair so understands. | 

Rev. L. S. Woobrvurr, of California Conference. The Committee on State 
of the Church will meet at 7: 30 in the morning. We desire a full meeting, | 


( 


{ 
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and also memorials that are to be referred to that committee. We would 
like to have them before us so that we can begin to consider them. 

Dr: J. E. Grimes, of St. Joseph Conference. The Committee on Temporal 
Economy will meet immediately after adjournment. 

Dr. J. B. Connett, of Lower Wabash. The Committee on Dclegates’ 
Expenses will meet ‘immediately after adjournment. 

Dr. M. R. BALiLiInGER, of Sandusky Conference. The Committee on Nom- 
inations will meet immediately after adjournment, for organization, in the 
room above. The Committee on Four-year Program will meet in the same 
room at 7: 30 to-night. 

z Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. I would like to suggest that 
Charles J. Hall take the place of Charles McGhee on the Committee on Homes 
and Orphanages. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right. 

Dr. W. H. WasuHIncer, of Pennsylvania Conference. The Committee on 
Education will meet at 7: 30 to-morrow morning. 

Doctor. TRUEBLOOD. Those who are getting mail in the general delivery, 
if you wish to have it brought here, will give your names to the postmistress 
below and she will see that your mail is delivered here after this. 

Tue PresipeNT. Are there any other announcements? If not, a motion . 
to adjourn will be in order. The chairman of the Committee on Crelentials 
wishes to have their report ready before adjournment. 

SECRETARY Hammack. The same is ready. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Doctor Roberts, the secretary of the committee, will 
please come to the stand. 

Doctor Roberts then read the supplementary report of the Committee on 
Credentials, as follows: 

The Committee on Credentials submits the following Supplementary re- 
port: 

We recommend that the alternate, Robert Hauser, act until the arrival 
of E. O. Johnson the regular lay delegate from New Mexico Conference: that 
J. E. Newell, alternate, take the place of J. W. Funk, delegate from Southeast 
Chio Conference. 

In the contest in the Iowa State Conference, we recommend accepting the 
report of the conference board of tellers in seating J. H. Yaggy. 

In the appeal from the board of tellers of the Pennsvlvania Conference, 
the Committee on Credentials, on technicalities, sustains the decision of. said 
board. [Signed] THr CoMMITTEE. 

THE PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure? 

Rev. A. A. CHAPMAN, of the Georgia-Florida Conference. I move ihe 
adoption of the report. 

Seconded by Rev. W. A. Nicoles. Adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there any other item of miscellaneous business? 

Doctor Funk. Many of you are wearing badges. This badge was 
prepared from the seal of the Church. The badge of the General Conference 
was worked out on that idea. It is on sale in the Otterbein Press room for 
thirty cents. Any of you that want it can get it there. The object was to 
make it a permanent souvenir of this occasion. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Very well. I am sure you will all he delighted to have it. 

Doctor Funx. Others than delegates wiil be permitted to have it. 

BisHorp WEEKLEY. I wish to request the chairmen of the delegations frem 
the Hast District to meet me on the platform immediately after adiovrument. 

Tur PRESIDENT. I have the pleasure of introducing to the Conference 
the Rev. Sidney L. Gulick, secretary of the Federation of Churches and sec- 
retary of the Commission on International Justice and Good Will. 

Rev. S. L. Guiicx. I arrived about two hours ago. I have been listening 
with a good deal of interest to these addresses from some of whom I have 
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known so well—Doctor Hough and Doctor Howard, when they were over 
in Japan, as you perhaps know. I have been in Japan many years, and I 
have just come this afternoon from that great meeting of the Federal Council 
in Washington, which closed on Wednesday evening. There may be many 
things which I would no doubt like to say, and I shall have opportunity 
to say them this evening. I thank you very much. 

Rev. G. E. McDonaxp, of Oregon Conference. I move that we do now 
adjourn. Adopted. 

Tue PresIDENT. Let us arise and be dismissed by Brother McDonald. 

G. E. McDonald pronounced the benediction and Conference adjourned. 


SECOND DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
Fripay, May 11, 1917. 
The evening service began at 8:00 o’clock and was presided over by 
Bishop Howard. Scripture was read by J. H. Little. W.C. May led in prayer. 
After this, Rev. Sidney L. Gulick, D.D., secretary of the Commission on 
International Good Will and Justice, delivered a lecture. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
SATURDAY, May 12, 1917. 

The General Conference convened at 8: 30 o’cleck, Bishop Fout presiding. 
Frofessor Ruebush led Conference in singing, “Come, Thou Almighty King.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Weekley will have charge of the devotions and 
bring the morning message to the Conference. 

Bishop Weekley then read I. John 3: 1-10, after which Conference stood 
and Rev. H. R. Hess, Dr. R. R. Butterwick, and Rev. J. W. Wilson led in 
prayer. After singing “My Jesus, I love thee,’ Bishop Weekley addressed 
the Conference on “Some Reasons why I Admire Otterbein,” as follows: 


I will talk a little while of Philip William Otterbein, the main human 
founder of United Brethrenism. But do you think that would be religious 
enough? [Applause.] In my opinion, though Otterbein was translated more 
than one hundred years ago, he has a warmer place in the heart of the 
United Brethren Church to-day than any other man ever had, and the same 
thing may be said one hundred years hence. That is marvelous, but it is 
true. 


Why do I admire Otterbein? Well, now, I am going to follow the old- 


style preaching, the old style of homiletics, firstly and secondly, and on up to 


tenthly, and stop at the tenth. 

_ First, because he was a foreign missionary and believed in foreign mis- 
sions. He possessed all the elements that go to make up a first-class, success- 
ful foreign missionary. I suppose it was just as difficult for him to give up 
his home, his parents, his friends, his country, and come to America, as it is 
for any young man in this country to-day to give up his home and friends 
and 80 away to some foreign field; and it was just as hard for his mother 
to give him up for his great mission in America as it is for mothers to-day 
to give up their boys and girls for the work in some country beyond the 
seas. Indeed, his mother could not have given him up without a struggle. 
But, after a season of prayer and after a victory had been obtained, she 
took his hand in hers and pressed it to her heart, and said to him: “Go, my 
son! The Lord bless thee and cause his face to shine upon thee! The Lord 
bless thee and direct all thy steps! I may not see thy face on earth again, 
but go!” And with the benediction of a godly mother upon him, he sailed 
to this country the latter part of March, 1752, and landed in New York the 


latter part of July, having been on the high seas four long months. Thug 
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his loyal sons and daughters were taught to stand for foreign missions. You 
must remember that the field is the world. It embraces Africa and Asia 
and the islands of the seas, as well as America, and no United Brethren 
ought to be satisfied until he has done his best to save the whole world for 
Jesus Christ. 

And then I admire Otterbein because he was a home missionary. I sup- 
pose when he left Germany he expected to return and spend his last days in 
the fatherland, but when he came to this country he soon fell in love with 
America. He was charmed by its mountains and valleys and rivers, their 
beauties and attraction, and he fell in love with the people of the country, 
and was no doubt at once satisfied that America would become a great factor 
under God in redeeming the whole world; and in a little while he settled 
down to the work of converting America for Christ, and thus in a very full 
sense became a home missionary, and his loyal sons and daughters to-day 
ought to stand for home missions, tor as a church, home missions is funda- 
mental. This great development of our Church lies back of everything else 
in the Church that is worth having, that is worth working for, that is worth 
building up. It stands back of our educational work and of our printing 
establishment, and of our foreign missionary work. The home church must 
furnish us the money for our colleges and the students for their halls, and 
it must furnish the missionaries and the support for that field. We ought 
to write on our banners, as a Church, in letters of fire, “America for Jesus 
Christ!” [Applause.] And, “Through America, Jesus Christ for the Whole 
World.” [Applause.] 

Then. I admire Otterbein because he was a great scholar. Indeed, his 
father, Johu Daniel Otterbein, was a man of learning, and his mother, Wil- 
helmina, was a woman that did great good. He grew up in the midst of 
scholastic surroundings and breathed in a scholastic atmosphere. Then he 
had the advantage of the best schools that Germany could give. His pro- 
-fessors, in speaking of him, always referred to him as the “very learned 
Philip William Otterbein.” President Asbury, the first Methodist bishop 
of this country, often went to see him in Baltimore, and talked to him in his 
parsonage about the prophecies of the Word of God, and he declared that 
Otterbein was the greatest scholar that ever came to America or that was 
ever born in America. |Applause.] That is Methodist testimony, if you 
please. [Laughter.] And on another occasion he referred to him as “the 
great Otterbein, towering above his fellows in learning and piety.” 

Thank God for such a man as Philip William Otterbein; and we, his sons 
and daughters, to-day, ought to stand for Christian education, for a cultured 
ministry, for cultured leaders in every department of our church work, and 
for a cultured membership. We ought to stand for all our colleges. [Ap- 
plause.] And if this General Conference wants to honor Philip William Otter- 
bein it will do something worth while for the cause of education in the 
United Brethren Church. 

And then I admire Otterbein because he was a great preacher. He was 
aman of commanding personality, and his composition in German was well 
nigh perfect. If he made a speech in the proclamation of the divine truth, 
the great preachers of other churches were glad to hear him. During his 
last days, he preached somewhere not far from Hagerstown, Maryland. 
During the discourse, his voice failed him so he could not be heard, and he 
stretched out his hands and prayed, “O Lord God, if I am thy servant, help 
once more to declare thy truth.” And an eye witness tells us that from that 
moment his sermon was a flame of fire. We cannot do like Otterbein did; 
we haven’t the fervor; we haven’t the commanding influence that he had; 
but like Otterbein we can preach the old Galilean gospel. [Applause.]| We 
can lift up Jesus and say, “Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world!” 
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Then I admire Otterbein because he was an evangelist. He had held 
revivals everywhere, and this United Brethren Church must continue to be 
a revival Church. [Amen.] You may talk as you please about programs and 
about goals, and about progressive movements, but this Church can never 
get away from the old standard, and, so far as I am concerned, I would stick 
to the old mourners’ bench until the crack of doom. [Applause.] 

i admire Otterbein because he was sound in the faith. In my opinion, 
a more intelligent, profound exponent of the Word of God has never lived 
since Apostolic times than was Philip William Otterbein. He believed the 
Old Bock from first to last, from Genesis to Revelation. He believed in the 
deity of Jesus Christ, in the divinity of the Holy Ghost, in the great atone- 
ment, in the resurrection of the body, in the glorious heavenly land, and 
in hell as well. And the United Brethren Church, the sons and daughters 
of Otterbein, must stand for these old fundamentals. [Amen.] And we are 
going to do it, God helping us. We are going to stick to the Book. We 
are going to continue to believe that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, and lI 
think Doctor—well, I am not going to tell who it is—we are going to believe 
that the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, that such a man as Job lived, that 
syonah lived, and that a whale swallowed him. I will just take it all, my 
brethren, sink or swim, survive or perish, live or die. I will not die, either. 
Yes, I am going to take it all. We believe in the miracles of the New Testa- 
ment. 

I am afraid that there are thousands in the various churches to-day 
who know nothing about personal salvation. A man was seeking religion 
and the preacher opened his Bible and he said, “Now, do you believe this?” 
“Yes.” “And that?” “Yes.” “Will you do this?” “Yes.” “And that?” 
“Yes.” He said, “You have got religion; you are saved all right.” He said 
to the preacher, “You may be right, but I wish the Lord would tell me so.” 
|Laughter.] The Spirit tells us that we are the sons of God, and every 
member of the United Brethren Church ought to know what Paul means 
when he says, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” “Old things 
are passed away and all things have become new.” In my own city ol 
Parkersburg there was a revival, and an old sinner sixty-five years of age 
came with his old felt hat in his hands and fell down on his knees; then 
he got up and started back with his felt hat in his hand, and went to the 
rear end of the room. At the close of the service, we had a little experience 
meeting, and I turned and said, “Brother, have you anything to say?” He 
said, “Please excuse me; excuse me.” I said, ‘““Have you got religion?” He 
said, “Apparently so.” TI said, “Apparently nothing; if you have got it, you 
have got it; that’s all there is to it.’ What! A man saved and don’t know 
it! Let us, as United Brethren, as sons and daughters of Otterbein, bring 
it into the hearts of the people everywhere that religion is a glorious reality ,' 
that it is not only good for getting but good for keeping, for holding on to, 
When I quit the Bishopric, God giving me strength, I want to go up and 
down through this old Church of ours proclaiming these fundamentals and 


trying to encourage our people to believe more and more in the ‘doctrines of 
the United Brethren Church. 


Tur PRESIDENT. The Conference is now in order and will listen to the 
reading of the journal of yesterday’s proceedings, by Doctor Lyter. 

Secretary Lyter then read the minutes of the second day’s proceedings, 

THE PRESIDENT. You have heard the journal. What is your pleasure? 


: After a slight correction was made, suggested by Bishop Kephart, the 
journal was approved. 


THE PRESIDENT, 
chairman of each de 
Secretary. 


We will now have a roll call of conferences, and the 
legation will speak for his delegation. Proceed, Mr. 
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Secretary Hammack then called the roll by conferences and the chairmen 
of an delegations reported whether all were present or who were the ab- 
sentees. 

THE PRESIDENT. If there is anything further in the line of memorials or 
petitions, this would be the time to present them. 

| Pror. H. M. Amprosg, of Kansas Conference. I have three memorials 
to present. 


Memorials from Kansas Conference—No. 1. Resolved, That we request 
- our delegates to memorialize the General Conference, which is to meet in 
Wichita next May, to provide a loose-leaf system of report blanks, simple and 
| efficient in form, and of convenient and uniform size, covering the activities 
- of the local church and all of the auxiliaries of the church, including com- 
mittee reports of Christian Endeavor, suitable for either monthly or quarterly 
» use. [Signed] H. M. Amprosz, Chairman, Delegation. 


No. 2. Another on nominating delegates to the General Conference, as 
follows: 


j That the delegates to General Conference memorialize the General Con- 
ference for a more simple method of nominating delegates to the same.— 
' [Signed] H. M. AmsrosrE, Chairman, Delegation. 


; No. 3. And another, covering the election and tenure of office of trustees 
- of the local church, as follows: 


The term of office of each trustee shall be fixed by resolution at the time 
- of election and shall be so arranged that the term of one or more of said 
trustees shall expire annually, provided that the term of no trustee’s office 
shall be more than three years without re-election. 

-It shall be the duty of all quarterly conferences to reorganize existing 
boards in accordance with this plan, provided further that the provision of 
the State law shall control wherein they differ from this plan of election.— 
[Signed] H. M. Amprosr, Chairman, Delegation. 


THE PRESIDENT. The Bishops agree with me that the first one should go 
before the Committee on Temporal Economy, and the other two before the 
special Committee on Church Government. 

Rev. W. E. STantey, of St. Joseph Conference. We have a memorial on 
local Sunday-school membership, as follows: 


Local. Sunday-school Membership.—No name shall be erased from the 
Sunday-school enrollment until every laudable effort to restore that person 
to the Sunday school has been made. [Signed] W. E. Sranitey, Cuas. L. 
Raymonp, J. E. Grimes, St. Joseph Conference. 


Tue PRESIDENT. This memorial will go before the Committee on Sunday 
School. 

Jupcre BENNETT, of Kansas. The Committee on Church Erection desires 
that the Committee on Judiciary determine the legal force of the memorial 
from Kansas Conference, which report is: 


The Kansas Annual Conference respectfully requests that the following 
matters may be referred to the Committee on Judiciary for consideration, and 
report upon certain phases of Chapter 20 of the Discipline, and it is under- 
stood that said report may be made, if desired, through the Committee on 
Church Erection. 

1. Article 4 of said chapter provides for nine directors, four of whom 
shall be laymen. It further provides that the Bishops (an indefinite number) 
shall also be directors by virtue of their office. Under the present plan, 
| assuming that the Bishops were the ministerial directors, there must be at 
‘least eleven of these directors, and if it is the intention that the Bishops 


Q 
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shall be directors in addition to the nine above provided for, then the num- 
ber of directors is sixteen under the present provision. 

The number of directors provided for by the charter of this corporation, 
which is an Ohio corporation, is nine. 

Under the provision of this charter, how many directors may be chosen 
by the General Conference? 

2. The article above referred further provides that the directors of said 
society (including the Bishops), together with a secretary and treasurer 
(who are in addition to said directors), shall constitute a board of managers 

-by which the business of said society shall be transacted. 

The question for determination is, whether this body (the General Con- 
ference) has any authority to direct that the business of an Ohio corporation 
may be transacted by any other or different body of men than that in which 
the charter or the State law of Ohio may vest such right. 

The further question also arises whether the directors aforesaid have 
any right to delegate to a larger body the management and control of the 
business of said corporation.—lhe Kansas Conference. 


THe Presiwent. That will be referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
Dr. L. W. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference, offered three memorials 
from his conference as follows: 


No. 1. We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, memor- 
ialize the General Conference that the executive committee of each of the 
general boards be selected from the members of the board. [Signed] WILLIAM 
HH. WASHINGER, Chairman, A. A. Lone, Secretary. 

No. 2. We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, memor- 
ialize the General Conference, through the Committee on Church Govern- 
ment, to appoint a standing committee of twelve or more, for the quaa- 
rennium, on the entire Discipline instead of piece-mealing it on the eve of 
the meeting of the General Conference as heretofore. [Signed] Wititiam H. 
WASHINGER, Chairman, A. A. Lone, Secretary. 

No. 3. We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, present 
the following memorial on electing church trustees, to follow Article iePart 
1V., Chapter 12, page 90, of present Discipline:. That the trustees shall be 
elected according to the laws of the State in which the board exists, and 
wherever possible be elected for a term not exceeding three years; that all 
church boards be reorganized at the first quarterly conference after the new 
Discipline of this General Conference becomes effective, as follows: in case 
of boards of five trustees, elect two for one year, two for two years, and one 
for three years; in case of seven trustees, elect three for one year, two for two 
years and two for three years, and thereafter annually on the same plan. 
[Signed] Wm. H. Wasurnerr, Chairman, A. A. Lone, Secretary. 


Tur Present, These are referred to the Committee on Government of 
the Church. 


Rey. A. A, Chapman, of Georgia-Florida Conference, presented the fol- 
lowing memorial: : 


After the pastor has received the new member, on behalf of the local 
church, he shall be required to present to said member a copy of the Disci- 


pline of the United Brethren Church, said Discipline to be printed by our. | 


Otterbein Press at Dayton, Ohio, and furnished said pastor upon his order | 


free of charge. 

THE PrestipENT. To what committee shall this go? 

BisHop KrepuHart. To the Committee on Judiciary, since it has to do 
with the matter of pastors’ reports. 


THE PreEsipentT. It shall go before the Judiciary Committee. Anything 
further of a miscellaneous character? 
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: Mr. E. L. Suury. I have a resolution I would like to have referred to the 
Committee on Publishing Interests. The resolution is as follows: 


WHEREAS, The purpose of the United Brethren Publishing House is to 
assist the great evangelistic, educational, and extension work of the Church, 
its energies being intended to be given to these specific objects; and 

WHEREAS, It has been the policy of the trustees and Publishing Agent 

during the past several terms to magnify the real estate investment at the 
expense of the essential work of the institution, with results that are at 
least very problematical; and 

Wuereas, The Publishing House and its equipment have been entirely 

-removed from the old location so that the old property seems no longer to be 
eae the accomplishment of the Church’s publishing interests; there- 
‘fore, be i 

Resolved, That the trustees to be chosen at this session be instructed to 
Separate completely the two enterprises in their finances and management; 
‘that the Publishing House income be used exclusively for the purposes for 
‘which the Discipline provides; that the real estate enterprise be required to 
‘finance itself, and that the trustees be instructed to sell, if necessary, part 
-of the property now held in order to reduce the indebtedness and to give 
-assurance of safety and security to the Church. [Signed] E. L. Suury and 
J. H. RuEBUSH. 


On motion, this was referred to the Committee on Publishing Interests. 
Tue Presipenr. Anything further? If not, we will come to the regular 
order of the morning, which is the report on Home Missions. 
Dr. Charles Whitney, Secretary of Home Missions, then read his third 
quadrennial report on Home Missions, as follows: 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS, 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-seventh General Con- 
ference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, in the fellow- 
ship of Christian service, we greet you: 

With thanks to our Heavenly Father for his love and mercy, we have 
come to review the activities of the past four years in our home mis- 
sion work. 

OUR MISSIONS AND THE WORKERS. 

We have 120 mission pastors, seven conference superintendents, 
seven deaconesses and teachers, making a total of 134. 

We. have either entered cr assisted in entering the following sixty 
places: The first year of the quadrennium, Huntsville, Washington; 
Yellowstone, Montana; Santa Fe and Onava, New Mexico; Ivanhoe, 
Oklahoma; Second Church, Hutchinson, Kansas; West Newark, 
Ohio; Clarksville, Tennessee. The second year: Elmwood and Grace 
churches, Buffalo, New York; Columbia, Kentucky; Fremont, Ohio; 
Kephart and Bayou Malet, Louisiana; Second Church, Bloomington, 
Illinois; Third Church, Decatur, Illinois; Fennimore, Wisconsin; 
Mutual, Hooker, and Media, Oklahoma; Alpha, North Dakota; 
Golden Valley, Cirele. and Malta, Montana; Niwot, Colorado; 
Everett, Washington; Eugene, Oregon; Beatrice and Venus, Ne- 
braska. The third year, Santa Ana, California; Tillamook, Oregon; 
Peetz and Mead, Colorado: Harlem, Montana; Chanute, Kansas; 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin; Brookfield, Missouri; Reynolds Station, Ken- 
tucky; Youngstown, Ohio; Oakwood, Columbus, Ohio; East Las 
Vegas, New Mexico; Clinton, Illinois; Florence and Stevenson, Ala- 
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bama; Spring Valley, Washington. The fourth year, Arlington 
and Yuma, Colorado; Grace Church, Cleveland, Ohio; North Hill, 
Akron, Ohio; East Linden and Sullivant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio; 
Limestone, Florida; Benton Harbor, Michigan; Rochester, Minne- 
sota; Golva, North Dakota; Fallon, Lovejoy, Coburg, Montana; Vel-- 
arde and Santa Cruz, New Mexico. 

The list of places that have passed from our care is as follows: 
For the first year, Eads, Colorado; Pelham, Georgia; Iota, Louisiana; 
Johnstown, Nebraska; Minneapolis, Kansas; Lipscomb, Texas; Med- 
ford and Hartville, Oklahoma; Waco Avenue, Wichita, Kansas; 
Bayard and Walnut, Nebraska; St. Clair Avenue, Columbus, Ohio; 
Greenville, Henryville, and Dickson, Tennessee; South Bend, In- 
diana. For the second year, Gridley, California; Cornwall, Idaho; 
Kansas Valley and Milliken, Colorado; Ellis and Glenmora, Louis- 
iana; Lake Odessa, Michigan; Parsons, Columbus, and Arkansas 
City, Kansas; Aurora and Venus, Nebraska; Decatur Second and 
Third churches, Illinois; Santa Fe, New Mexico; Alva, Thomas, 
Vinita, Oklahoma; North Bend and Coquille, Oregon; Toledo, Ohio; 
High Top, Tennessee; New Auburn, Wisconsin. For the third year, 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania; Avondale, Columbus, Ohio; Otterbein and 
Kephart, Louisiana; Clinton, Illinois; Winona, Minnesota; Mead, 
Colorado; Linden, Monteagle and West Point, Tennessee; Eva, 
Floris, Gate, Hooker, Ivanhoe, and Media, Oklahoma. For the fourth 
year, Sacramento, California; Niwot and Pueblo, Colorado; Youngs- 
town, Ohio; Reynolds Station, Kentucky; Alpha, North Dakota; 
Beatrice, Nebraska; Galesburg, Illinois; Bartlesville, Oklahoma; 
Florence and Stevenson, Alabama; Terre Haute, Indiana, These 
sixty-six missions have taken with them 5,925 members. 

The annual report for the present year gives 14,220 as our mem- 
bership. The four annual reports show 11,152 accessions. This is 
from the mission pastors alone, the conference superintendents’ re- 
ports not included. An average of 9,382 have listened to the preach- 
ing of the word each Sabbath; the attendance at Sunday school has 
averaged 9,107; an average of 1,790 at the mid-week prayer meeting; 
52,014 sermons preached, and 211,963 pastoral visits made. 

When we consider the poverty of our home missions, especially on 
the frontier, the financial statement of this report is worthy of your 
careful consideration. They have contributed on pastors’ salaries 
$154,439.71; on general benevolences, $61,440.25; on church property, 
$215,734.47, aggregating $431,614.48. This does not include $67,- 
419.89 paid on the local budget, which, if added, to the three items 
first named, would make $499,034.32. During these four years the 
Church has appropriated to the home mission pastors as follows: 
In 1914, $41,732.51; in 1915, $41,215.85; in 1916, $42,353.30; in 1917, 
$45,899.34, aggregating $171,201, and received in return nearly one- 
half million dollars and more than 11,000 accessions to our member- 
ship. Some of this General Conference are business men. Will you 
consider home missions as an investment? How about investing 
$171,201 in monthly installments, reaching over a period of four 
years, and in return having nearly one-half million dollars paid by 
the investment and over 11,000 accessions to the company? Talk 
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about constructive interests, where can you find a parallel? We sub- 
mit the proposition whether it would be good business sense to make 
provisions for greatly increasing the investment in home missions 
and considering this the “big business” of the Church. 


a MISSIONARY EDUCATIONAL WORK. 


One of the settled policies of the society has been to instruct our 
people and advertise the needs of the field. To this end hundreds of 
thousands of tracts and leaflets have been prepared and sent out over 
the Church during the past four years. Some of the principal ones 
are “Victories Under the Flag,” “Montana,” and “New Mexico” 
booklets, “America’s Hour,” “Save America, Save the World,” “Some 
Things You Did,” “Facts in Black and White,” and a number of 
stories in leaflet form, together with much mission study literature. 

The Home Missions Council of the Protestant Churches has -ar- 
ranged a special home mission period, including the Thanksgiving 
Week. Each year we have co-operated in this and with the Mission- 
ary Education Movement. We believe that one-third or more of the 
local churches of our denomination have observed this special oc- 
casion. 

This department has expended time and effort in the preparation 
of programs for Home Mission Week, Sunday school, and Christian 
Endeavor. Home mission study has been constantly before the 
Church in our periodicals and through correspondence. We have been 
favored by a variety of study books, prominent among the list are the 
following: “The New Home Missions,” “The American Indian on 
the New Trail,’ “In Red Man’s Land,” “Immigrant Forces,” “The 
Church of the Open Country,” “Comrades in Service,” “Home Mis- 
sions in Action,” “The Churches at Work,” “The Church at. the 
Center,” “The Church a Community Force,” “The Making of a 
Country Parish,” “Old Spain in New America,” “The South To-day,” 
and a number of attractive home mission books for children. 

Stories have been furnished the Friend for Boys and Girls dur- 
ing the Home Mission periods. These are planned for and solicited 
by this department. We are indebted to a number of our young people 
for the excellent stories that have appeared in the home mission is- 
sues of the Friend. The latest word and information from our 
missionaries and their fields and current home mission facts have 
been kept. constantly before our people in the columns of the 
Telescope; also in the Watchword are published items of interest. 

We appreciate the privileges of our denominational periodicals. 
The Telescope, Watchword, Evangel, and Sunday-school literature 
have extended the courtesy of space, which has been used to spread 
information. 

The educational work of the Home Missionary Society has not 
failed to receive recognition from other Protestant bodies. Our 
literature has been called for and the privilege to use the same has 
been requested. The exhibit at the Panama Exposition was granted 
a medal. In short, we can be justly proud of the work accomplished 
ix this department. There has been a faithful effort not simply to 
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keep abreast with the educational work of sister denominations but 
to be in the lead. 

The Church owes much to the secretary of this department, Miss 
Lyda B. Wiggim, who has thrown her life and the wealth of her 
experience into the work, both in the office and in public address. 

Rev. Callie King has been devoting several months to educational 
work in the field and has secured free-will offerings and covered the 
appropriations for First and Second churches, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa; Optima, Oklahoma, and Carlyle, Montana. She has been faith- 
ful in spreading information regarding our work. 


WOMAN'S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION'S CO-OPERATION. 

This organization commenced to co-operate with the Home Mis- 
sionary Society following the General Conference of 1909. The 
past four years $34,750 has come to the home mission treasury from 
this source, which has enabled us to do more in our two mission dis- 
tricts than we otherwise could have done. The property at Velarde. 
New Mexico, was improved by stuccoing it and the mission house at 
Santa Cruz was completed through the specials given by the Woman’s 
Missionary Association. 

The Otterbein Guilds have been greatly interested in the teachers 
and work being done by these two mission schools for the Spanish- 
speaking Americans in the Rio _Grande Valley in New Mexico. 

The interest in saving America is more and more attracting the 
consecrated womanhood of our Church. 


MISSION DISTRICTS. 


In western North Dakota and eastern Montana we have what is 
known as the Montana Mission District and it is composed of eleven 
fields. One is without a pastor and four others are coupled up and 
are Jooked after hy two pastors. We are serving thirty-two com- 
munities, and in all but three we are without competition, or in other 
words, in twenty-nine places we are serving communities that would 
otherwise be without the gospel. Four years ago we had two church 
houses. now we have twelve. In the last quadrennial report there 
were 300 members renorted, now there are 600. We had church 
property valued at $8,200, now we have $24,300. You will notice the 
gain in four years represents 100 per cent. in membership, 300 per 
cent. in value of church property, 600 per cent. in number of 
church buildings. This is a most encouraging field. Two of the 
works started in the past twelve months are building their churches 
without outside aid and dedicating them free of debt and are paying 
one-half of the pastor’s salary. [ Applause. ] 

At one of these points the people came on Sunday before the 
church was finished, secured a stove and ran the pipe out of a win- 
dow, placed boards on the nail kegs for seats, and held Sunday school, 
then preaching service, ate their dinner, had a business and tem- 
perance meeting in the afternoon, and departed happy over the 
privileges they enjoyed. [Applause. ] 
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NEW MEXICO. 


Since the last General Conference the North Texas Conference 
was divided. The portion found in the State of Oklahoma was placed 
in the Oklahoma Conference and that part located in New Mexico 
asked to be considered as the New Mexico Mission District. This 
field has not had the rapid growth that would attend a more pro- 
ductive country, but the needs are great. 

Our English-speaking work is in: the northeastern part of the 
State, where the lack of moisture hinders the production of large 
crop returns and on account of the poverty and benighted condition 
of the Spanish-speaking communities we need not iook for large 
material returns. Both of the classes named need the gospel and it 
is perfectly proper that we, as a denomination, should do our share 
of this purely missionary work. We can report some gain in mem- 
bership and two new church buildings. 

Four years ago we had just opened a mission school at. Velarde, a 
small place in the Rio Grande Valley, for the Spanish-speaking 
children. Later a second school was opened at Santa Cruz, a Mexi- 
can town about sixteen miles south of Velarde, and about thirty miles 
north of Santa Fe. Through the solicitation of Miss Mellie Per- 
kins, superintendent of these mission schools, she secured $1,000 from 
one family as a memorial to apply on the chapel and school room, the 
same to be known as “The Edith M. McCurdy Mission” in honor of 
the daughter, deceased, of Honorable and Mrs. E. FE. MeCurdy, of 
Tebanon, Pennsylvania. This building is not completed. Through 
the gifts of the Woman’s Missionary Association and from friends 
solicited by Miss Perkins, we have a fine commodious house on the 
same lot, that is used for school purposes and a mission home. The 
chapel, when completed, and the mission house, as it now stands, will 
constitute a property worth $8,000. 

The monthly reports from the mission teachers show an 
attendance at Velarde of fifty-four and twenty-seven at. Santa Cruz. 
These pupils are taken from the beginning through the grades until 
they are fitted for high school. This alone means much, but coupled 
with this training is the religious work and influence which reaches 
outside of the school attendance. A late report shows sixty present at 
a Christian Endeavor meeting at Santa Cruz. Seven of the older 
pupils witnessed their love for Christ by participating in a com- 
munion service, conducted by the Church Erection and Home Mis- 
sionary secretaries during a visit to the Santa Cruz school a few 
months ago. 

The most relentless opposition is being’ conducted by a priest to 
prevent these schools from spreading the gospel light and infusing 
general information. A priest came to Velarde about two months 
ago and spent several days holding services and warning the people 
against our work and had the faithful Catholics bring their Bibles, 
Testaments, tracts, and books written by Protestant authors, and 
placed them in a pile outside of the church. After the services the 
priest went out and burned them. This same priest went on to 
Santa Cruz to hold similar services there. The people are breaking 
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away from the tyranny that has kept them down for so many years 
in the past. 

We are urged to open a school at Alcalde, about half-way between 
Velarde and Santa Cruz. This would be most desirable to unite the 
two schools. The leading people of Alcalde have offered to furnish 
us the lots and put up the building if the society will establish the 
school. All that stands in the way of our going ahead in this new en- 
terprise is our lack of means. 

Our faithful teachers and workers in the destitute field are suf- 
fering no small persecution and they crave the prayers of the Church. 

We are requested to open work in Las Vegas and it would be wise 
to establish ourselves in these towns and centers if the means could 
be provided. The society is under special obligation in these mission 
districts that we would not be in the bounds of an annual conference 
where fields could receive proper care. God is certainly opening 
doors and saying to us, “Enter.” We hope that sufficient means will 
be supplied by the Church to enable us to respond to these urgent 
appeals that are constantly coming to the society. 


FINANCES. 


By comparing the accounts of four years ago and the present we 
notice that the receipts for current work are $209,261.48 as against 
$190,257.85, or a gain of $19,003.63 during this quadrennium, but this 
is not commensurate with the demands. 

The Board has been compelled to order two cuts in appropriations 
to the conferences, one of ten per cent. and one of twenty per cent. 
during the quadrennium. 

Four years ago there was an unprovided debt of $9,876.66. We are 
pleased to state that this has been reduced to $4,592.33, or less than 
one-half, or otherwise stated, our appropriations are about one month 
in advance of our average receipts. The permanent fund shows a 
gain of $4,000. 

TWELVE YEARS OF HISTORY. 

We solicit the privilege of reviewing briefly what has been accom- 
plished since the General Conference at Topeka, Kansas, where the 
Home Missionary Society was organized twelve years ago. 

We then had fifty-nine home-mission fields. Since then we have 
started or assisted 263 others, making in all 822, that have received 
help from the society. This is four and a half times the number 
of fields that compose the Miami Conference ; four conferences the 
size of East Pennsylvania; more fields than we have in the States 
of Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Michigan 
combined. 

Eighty city missions started by the society in the last twelve years 
Feu eee about as many centers as we entered in the forty years prior 
C e 

The monthly reports from our home missionaries show 34,145 ac- 
cessions for the three quadrenniums. Referring to. the figures in our 
last Year Book that would be more members than we have in Ne- 
braska, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Colorado, Montana, 


Oregon, Columbia River, and California conferences, or more than . 
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East Pennsylvania, Erie, Georgia-Florida, and Louisiana confer- 
ences combined. Add to these spiritual dividends also the great fin- 
ancial returns. The society has appropriated $890,662,27 to our 
mission fields. These same missions have paid for all purposes $1,- 
122,495, or nearly three dollars for one. 

Since 1905, the conferences have paid to the home mission treasury 
through the assessment and later through the budget $394,174.15. 
During the same period the society paid to the home mission pastors 
and workers $390,662.91. Please notice this leaves only $3,512.88, or 
less than one per cent. that could be applied on executive expenses 
in twelve years’ time. In other words aside from the $3,500 just 
named, the executive expenses have been provided from sources other 
than the regular annual gifts from the Church. In the last two 
months enough cash has come to our treasury, as the result of solic- 
itation by the General Secretary, to pay the salaries of the General 
Secretary, Educational Secretary, stenographer, and office help for 
the last three years, so the person who paid regularly through the 
budget has borne less than one-twelfth of one per cent. per annum 
for the overhead expenses of this department. 

You will remember that shortly after the organization of the 
society we started to organize the women of the Church for home work. 
In 1909, the Woman’s Missionary Association agreed to co-operate 
with the society in the home field, and the organization among our 
women for the home work was discontinued. Since 1909, the Woman’s 
Missionary Association has paid to the General Church Treasurer 
$400,665. Of this amount, $52,482 has been given for home missions 
and $348,183 for foreign missions, or an annual average of about 
thirteen cents out of each dollar for the work under the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. In 1910, we received $2,732 out of $36,497. This 
annual share has been inereased until this year we received $11,800 
out of $68,991. We wish to express our appreciation of this annual 
increase. We hope in the near future that our women will be able 
to relate the same experience as that of the women of a sister denom- 
ination, of similar faith and polity as our own, the Methodist 
Episcopal. Their women have two distinct organizations, one for for- 
eign work and one for home work. Mrs. Mary Fisk Park, the vice- 
president of their Woman’s Home Missionary Society, informed your 
secretary that, at their last annual meeting held in Columbus, Ohio, 
a few months ago, their treasurer’s report showed $9,000 short of one 
million contributed for home missions, and if they had known this 
to be the case before the treasurer’s report was read, they would have 
made up the small deficit for they could easily have done so. As a 
denomination, they have nearly ten times the membership that we 
have. On that basis, with one-tenth as many women, if organized 
as they are, we should be raising for home missions from ninety-nine 
to one hundred thousand dollars annually. What an uplift it would 
be to the Church if our women were to contribute only one-half of 
that proportion, or $50,000, to be applied toward the saving of Amer- 
ica! Our women are as consecrated and loyal to the cause of Christ 
in the homeland as any women of America. Don’t you think so? — 

The great success that has been obtained in the home mission 
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fields is due, very largely, to the self-sacrifice, devotion, and con- 
secration of the missionaries. It would be difficult for the pastors 
of the East, or most of them in the Middle West, to realize the lack 
of fraternal fellowship of some of our workers. A home mission 
pastor on the Pacific Coast, living more than one -hundred miles 
from another United Brethren preacher, after receiving a telegram 
from the East, stating. “Mother is dead,” and without mean to re- 
turn, knew what he was talking about when he wrote to the Home 
Mission office as follows: 

“Let it be remembered that home missionaries are not strangers 
to God. Their problems drive them to him. God does business with 
them. He trusts them. He can trust them. Have they not left all 
and followed him? Not-one home missionary out of ten ever has a 
furlough that he may recuperate and visit loved ones. Many a son 
on the firing line to-day, when he looked upon the faces of his father 
and mother as he left the old home in the East, looked for the last 
time. When the telegraph message is flashed across the country that 
mother is dead, there is no relief except in the secret place of prayer. 
To these men, inured to hardness, God is entrusting this heavy re- 
sponsibility of opening up the resources of the kingdom of God in 
this mighty West. Let no one add to their burdens by ealling for a 
conservative policy, when possibly at the same moment the home 
missionary is in a community with no gospel privileges, and, as he 
takes the stage or train, the people both by word of mouth and silently 
falling tears plead for the sake of the children for a church and its 
appointed services.” _ 

It is the policy of the society to remit to the workers on the field 
each month on receipt of their monthly report. This system has 
been closely observed, except twice, during this quadrennium, when 
the financial embarrassment prevented our being as prompt as usual. 

The situation was almost invariably taken with kindly considera- 
tion, One of our workers wrote a card asking us to hurry up his 
check and illustrated his condition by a characteristic cartoon. In 
the great day coming the faithful home missionary will be amone 
the white-robed throng who have come up “out of great tribulation.” 

Twelve years ago the situation was certainly unique: We had no 
beaten track to follow. In fact, there were no tracts of any kind. 
With the field to study and no study books; interest to be substituted 
for indifference; lethargy to be overcome by activity; debt instead 
of cash, and all too frequently real opposition in place of sympathy. 
While gasping for breath the job was undertaken. These have been 
years of organization and the spread of information. From this on 
the scene will change. The work of developing and expanding will 
necessarily follow. 

The students of present world conditions must conclude that 
America cannot perform her part in the world’s evangelization until 
she is made much more Christian, or in the language of John R. 
Mott, “It is absurd to talk about such a plan as the evangelization of 
the world in this generation without strengthening the home base.” 
Considered in either a national or world sense the thorough Christian- 
ization of America is the most gigantic and far-reaching problem of 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 149 


the age. Considered nationally our very existence depends on making 
this country thoroughly Christian. If we fail we must go where all 
the nations that have forgotten God have gone. As a world problem 
it is evident that God intends to make of us a great object lesson 
of what a Christian nation might become. If Christianity fails here, 
how can our missionaries go elsewhere and recommend it? It will 
uot fail but will conquer by making this country God’s country. 
This is the strategic battlefield of earth. God help us to do our part. 
SPECIAL MENTION. 

The last annual meeting of the Home Mission and Church Erection 
Board made provision for a committee to-consider important items of 
the two societies. Bishops Weekley and Fout and the superintendents 
of the Ohio conferences in a meeting at Circleville, Ohio, in January 
last, took action asking that there be a great program arranged for 
home missions as an anniversary of the one hundred and fiftieth 
year of the meeting of Otterbein and Boehm, to be observed by the 
raising of $100,000 for home missions, the effort to commence in 
June and culminate with the Thanksgiving period in November. of 
this year. We ask that this anniversary receive the endorsement of 
this General Conference. C. WHITNEY, 

General Secretary. 


Great applause followed the reading of this report, and Conference arose 
and sang-two verses of “America.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Have we a motion to refer this report to the Committee 
on Home Missions? 

Dr. W. H. WAsuincrErR, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move its adoption 
and reference. Seconded. 

The motion prevailed, and the report was referred to the Committee 
on Home Missions. : 

THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Whitney, the Secretary, asks the privilege of the 
Conference for a few remarks at this time. | Voices, Hear him! ] 

Doctor WHITNEY. It is not a pleasant thing to speak of personal matters, 
but I feel that I owe it to you. I was born and reared along Lake Erie in 
Chio, the son of a Methodist preacher. A United Brethren preacher came 
into that country and to the little schoolhouse, and I had the privilege of 
making my way to the mourners’ bench and J found Christ. My people are 
Methodists now; but I think possibly I was born in the wrong time of the 
moon to be anything but a United.Brethren. [Laughter.]| Father had intel- 
ligence enough to say, “Charlie, I would like to have you go with us, of course, 
but if you feel more at home down there, you go there.’ And my lot has 
been cast into the Church, and to-day I thank God from the depths of my 
heart for the fact. After a little while, God kept calling me—calling me to 
work. After spending three years in college, I joined the Western Reserve 

- Conference (now the East Ohio Conference) in 1873, and in 1876 I took the 
first work and continued in the pastorate in that conference for thirteen 
years. Unexpectedly a representative of Otterbein University (Otterbein 
College) came and asked me to take the agency and go into the field for 
the institution. Well, the salary was somewhat of an inducement, as I was 
to have $750 a year; I have always been foolish enough to do whatever the 
Church set me at, and I undertook that work, for five years. labored there, 
and then about three years for Bonebrake Seminary. While traveling up 
and down the States, it came to me once in a while, “What does God want 
with me, anyway? Does he want me to follow this kind of work?” Missions, 
/ missions, always came up. One time in conversation with the General Sec- 
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retary, Doctor Bell, I hold him how God seemed to call me out to the mis- 
sions. Then the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society called me, 
and for twenty years I was connected with mission work as field secretary. 
I came to this State twelve years ago, using my influence to try to elect 
a certain good brother as Home Missionary Secretary; but some way, I don’t 
know how—nobody will ever know, not even this Bishop who came and put 
his arms around me when I said, “I feel as though I would like to sink 
through the floor,’ and he said, “I will stand for you”—I was made Home 
Missionary Secretary. 

Well, there has been an experience of joy connected with this work that 
I would not give up to-day for anything. The great joy has been to be linked 
up with mission work, and to know the sacrifices that these home mission- 
aries have made. I want to say it, and many of you know it, their sorrows 
have been felt in the Home Missionary office. And we are glad to have had 
some share in their victories. I tell you, brothers and sisters, the Church 
and the world ought to take on their hands these men and women of sacri- 
tice, who, out on the frontier and in the cities, have been laboring and doing 
everything for Jesus Christ to help make America Christian. | Applause. ] 
It has been a joy to be connected with these men and women. I am glad for 
what they have accomplished. 

But there comes a time when a fellow can’t jump off one train, run and 
throw his grip onto the train-steps and catch the already moving train, 
making connections, like he once could. There comes a time when a man 
can’t work all day and travel all night. I used to sit in the day-coach, but 
I have stopped it. I have put in as high as sixty nights in a sleeper after 
working through the day and preaching in the day time. But I have gotten 
to the place when I cannot go through things as I once could. It is not 
the easiest thing in the world for a fellow that has been in active service 
to hear the sentence, “You go ’way back and sit down!” Perhaps not the 
easiest thing, but the church first! 

I came here to-day with the conviction that the Church owes it to itself 
to put somebody into this position that can do the work and stand up under 
it. I suppose if I had not had the constitution of a rhinoceros, I would have 
been down long before this. I am glad God has stood back of me in the 
work of the Church until this. I go out with joy in my heart, and no bitter- 
ness towards any one. Sometimes I have had a dream that if I could throw 
off the responsibility and relax for a few months, or for a year, perhaps 
I could do something for the Church in the way of assisting in some office. 
But if not, I may linger outside the gate—it will not be long—till all of us 
will enter in. Then I will have the privilege of sitting down with you under 
the shade of the Tree of Life and talking these things over. Will it not be 
joyous? The prospect is comforting and cheering. God bless you all! 

Professor Ruebush led in singing, “Blest be the tie that binds,” and 
Doctor Whitney was given a Chautauqua salute. 

THE PRESIDENT. Just remain standing a moment. J think I know about 
as well the road that this Secretary has traveled, the burdens he has had to 
carry, aS any man on the Conference floor. Having been president of the 
society during these twelve years, I have known his prayer life, I have met 
him in the office and on the field. We have slept together in the tar-paper 
shacks on the frontier; and I am of the opinion that no Secretary of the 
Church has had more perplexing problems to solve, and none have spent 
more time in prayer. His administration has been successful. At least two 
hundred churches will stand as his monument, or the monuments of the 
society for which he has toiled during these years. He will grow in the 
perspective. I want your standing to be an assurance to Doctor Whitney that 
you are going to pray that the evening of his life may be beautiful and peace- 


ful and that he may carry this picture with him until he enters upon his 
-heavenly reward, Now be seated. 
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BtsnHop Weektry. I wish in this public way to express my high appre- 
ciation of the work done by Doctor Whitney, and I am glad to say that, 
during the twelve years he has been in the Secretaryship of the society, I 
have stood by him and tried to help him. You know something of the 
difficulties that have confronted him, but he has made a record that will 
live long after he has gone to his home in heaven. 

THE PRESIDENT. Have we a motion to refer this report to the Committee 
on Home Missions? 

On motion it was referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is it your pleasure to have the report of the Treasurer 
at this time? Will we have it read or distributed? 

Voicres. Distribute it. 

THE PRESENT. Will distributing it meet the approval of the Treasurer? 
Mr. Miller, would you prefer to read it or be satisfied to have it distributed? 

L. O. Mitter, Church Treasurer. I am here subject to the pleasure of 
this Conference. If they want it read, then I will read it. 

THE PRESIDENT. I want to introduce the pages. They are standing in 
the rear. They are H. W. Trueblood, C. R. Fralick, O. P. Garlock, F. H. King, 
and S. A. Raush. 

THE PRESENT. I wonder if we couldn’t expedite matters just a little. 
You will remember that the Treasurer’s report of the Foreign Missionary 
Society was not presented yesterday. Shall we have it distributed at the 
same time? ‘ 

Voices. Distribute it. 

THE PRESENT. TFhen the pages will distribute both reports at this time, 
and let us‘do it as quickly as possible. I will tell you, friends, we will find 
that, in ten days from now, these moments are worth their weight in gold. 
We must improve them. 

L. O. Mititer, Treasurer. I would like to inquire what the final disposi- 
tion was in this matter, whether you want them read. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is understood that you will read the report after it 
is distributed. Mr. Miller will come to the platform. 

Hon. A. S. Kremer, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I move, in order 
to facilitate the distribution of reports, that all reports that are to be dis- 
tributed be placed at a convenient point for the pages to get them, so that 
when the time comes for distribution it can be done without waste of time 
or confusion. 

Tur PRESIDENT. This Congressman believes in preparedness. [ Applause. ] 

Rey. F. G. RapasauGcnH, of West Virginia Conference. What reports are 
we expected to have in our hands? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Treasurer’s reports on Foreign and Home Missionary 
societies. Now, if we can have order the Treasurer will read. 

The Treasurer presented his report as treasurer of the Foreign Mission- 


ary Society. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER, FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


RECEIPTS. 
For General Purposes: 
General Fund Collections 
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Receipts From Woman’s Missionary Association: 
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Women’s Bible Training School, P. I. .... 
Mrs, L. K. Miller Seminary 


Receipts From Investments: 
Interest on” Permanent Munds.)..> ....<s 
Interest on Albert Academy Hndowment.. 
Rentals From Real Estate 
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Miscellaneous Items: - 
Japan Refunded on Appropriations 
Special Deposits... cacecacts yes wickore Peake 
Rufus Clark Estate 
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Mortgage Loans Returned 
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Special Africa Appropriations 
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Total Receipts for Quadrennium 
Cash on hand April 1, 1913 


$204,414.67 
8,675.97 
7,539.48 
2,773.63 
2,906.95 
3,002.94 
73.75 


16,360.50 


148,661.34 
26,414.91 
3,203.00 


11,572.21 


$ 68,908.14 


1,200.00 
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13,801.00 
118,125.00 
5,266.67 
2,869.49 
1,175.00 
6,000.00 
19,363.90 
600.00 
4,500.00 


$245,747.89 


$189,851.46 


$ 10,589.65 


$172,574.40 


$618,763.40 


15,406.74 


$634,170.14 


i 


EXPENDITURES. 
Appropriations: 
PRU ETCA MAAS ssh Sint a = Bors D eae oo 78 ate $ 95,022.22 
DAs eh Sas pee oes se RS oe Oo 61,937.50 
AOELO ONRICO vii oc recor tans, Sala ee 64,621.33 
RET tee iet oo ee oie ot eee eer mr ee 80,571.83 
PP INCS 5. ee Nee aot, Se ee okie ee ST 2p2.01 
Bonthe Land Depouit. PIER Site, hey Shei cae 1,471.88 
Africa, Albert Academy Equipment....... 230.18 
Maitdings: 
JOSE 5d SF i OE fay i aR ee ea $ 500.00 
CELE TE) Ler es ee ey a A 5,250.00 
GREE AMP ee ce ete oie bo Sood Me be Ges Be 38,000.00 
Sundries: 
OTTOWEd MONG 65 act esl ccieg waned ant aes oe $104,450.00 
Permanent Fund, Real Estate............ 114.26 
Permanent Fund, Mortgage Loans........ 14,633.34 
Missionary Literature Purcnaseds. 27.05. ctr 3,958.18 
Salanios Of Octicenee 2-2. 5.5 sonar ce nde 10,525.00 
- Traveling Expense of Officers and Board.. 2,161.86 
TSN ia el ONS ee i ee ee 3,535.00 
i : Salary of Educational Secretary.......... 2,395.80 
Stenographers and Office Help........... 4,467.19 
imterest-and ANNUities 2.6.) 64 2i6 wleece cg ne 4,527.02 
Taxes, Insurance, and Repairs............ 739.01 
CEES ERIE oh aireec cea eh er ooh er arias oder ee a fa a8) ocular 1127 he 
Printings AMG: SUpDICS 2, se ots Ghee ois e 6 0 ae 2,519.91 
Postage, Telephone, etc................ 2,943.20 
Attorney and Court Costs............... 272.07 
Miscellaneous ITEMS eo... a. fo oes hele we wees 292.97 
Office Furniture and Furnishings......... 246.48 
Advanced Rufus Clark Estate........... 51,748.72 
Aiwanced §. 9. HOUEn, Trustees... 0. 865.40 
Permanent Fund, Improvements......... 154.05 
| Distribution Finance Commission Account.. 3,682.66 
[ INENES COM ETESS iicAow levers os ence eyaieneqare, ol ocacs 25.00 
! Special Deposit Returned............... 500.00 
) 
} 
Total Expenditures for Quadrennium.......... 
Yash @nshangGeMarch: 3.1 sl OAs ve wom epee ees oa 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


153 


$361,106.95 


$ 43,750.00 


$215,884.90 


$620,741.85 


13,428.29 


$634,170.14 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS. 








Year ending Year ending Year ending Year ending 
March 31, March 31, March 31, March 31, Totals 
1914 1915 1916 1917 
General Purposes: 
Gen. Fund Col- 
lection» Sues $ 47,488.18 $ 55,355.15 $ 59,916.94 $ 41,654.40 $204, 414.6 
PAIETA Ca Ie S Site Ye ae 402.20 488.18 461.00 7,324.59 8,675.9 
China so. 1,282.45 282.98 298.43 5,675.62 7,539.4) 
JAPAN eee. 728.69 428.57 157.50 1,458.87 2,773.6) 
Philippines ..... 88.75 50.32 198.23 2,569.65 2,906.9 
Porto Rico..... 45.00 995.68 557.00 1,405.26 3,002.9 
Mrs. L. K. Miller : ; 
Seminary ...... 35.00 5200020 6.75 73.4 
Build. Campaign 776,07 867.28 5,608.90 9,108.25 16,360.5) 


Receipts From Woman’s Missionary Association: | 
For Current Wk. 35,414.61 34,467.74 37,968.26 40,810.73 148,661.3+ 
Build. Campaign 5,720.65 4,641.25 2,875.00 13,178.01 26,414.9 
Mrs. L. K. Miller 
Seminary ...... 2,710.88 8,861.33 11,572-2 
Women’s Bible 
Training School, } 
Philippine te. 3,203.00 3,203.0 

Receipts From Investments: i 
Interest on Per- 


manent Fund... 2,340.23 2,207.48 1,728.30 2,632.13 8,908.1 
Int. on Albert : 
Academy . 
Endowment ... 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 1,200.0¢ 
Rentals From 
Real Estate.... 72.00 218.40 81.75 109.36 481.5 
Miscellaneous Items: | 
Japan Refunded on ; 
Appropriations . 225.00 225.0€ 
Special Deposit. 500.00 148.34. 648.34 
Rufus Clark : j 
Estate sts ne 13,801.00 13,801.04 
Borrowed Money 24,500.00 57,000:00 20,950.00 15,675.00 118,125. 0¢ 
Mortgage Loans 
Returned ...... 3,650.00 1,000.00 100.00 516.67 5,266.6% 
Literature .... 897.16 590.69 643.53 738.11... 2,869,4¢ 
Sale of Realty.. 350.00 825.00 1,175.04 
Bequests and | 
Annuity Gifts... 490.87 1,176.26 7,657.63 10,039.14 19,363.94 
U. B. Bonds a 
Cancelled ..... 4,500.00 4,500.0¢ 
U. B. Pub. House 
Funded Loans.. 6,000.00 6,000.0¢ 
Special Africa | 


Appropriation .. 600.00 —600.0€ 
POtAIS Se ce $168,037.86 ee 231.86 $162,521.55 $163,972.13 $618,763.40 
Cash on hand April 1, 1913,.., Eire en PRPUA Ea onthe) eats bee aids $ 15,406.74 


$634,170.14 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES. 













Year ending Year ending Year ending Year ending 
F March 31, March 31, March 31, March 31, Totals 
ie 1914 1915 1916 1917 
|Appropriations: 
| BTCA Coa SNe) Ghc $ 24,857.53 $ 22,236.02 $ 23,193.62 $ 24,735.05 $ 95,022.22 
WADAD GS Sock es 13,620.08 14,805.03 16,364.48 17,147.91 61,937.50 
' Porto Rico .c!- 15,658.69 15,603.58 16,691.27 16,667.84 64,621.33 
MITA Gebsct ee 3a 20,193.76 18,923.53 19,961.31 21,493.23 80,571.83 
‘Philippines ... 13,334.67 14,949.95 14,318.25 14,649.14 57,252.01 
‘ Bonthe Land 
mMepOsit’ ....... 1,471.88 1,471.88 
Africa, Albert 
‘Academy Equip’t 230.18 230.18 
Buildings 
2 ES eo rs 500.00 500.00 
Philippines aaah 1,500.00 1,500.00 2,250.00 5,250.00 
MOHTTIVED) (2 -00G5.56) H wie se 4,000.00 34,000.00 38,000.00 


* Borrowed Money 32,500.00 16,000.00 32,250.00 23,700.00 104,450.00 
‘ Permanent Funds 

‘Real Estate... 114.26 114.26 
‘Permanent Fund ; 
i Loans Mortgage 6,000.00 1,600.00 inQoorat 14,633.34 
’ Missionary Lit- ’ 

Perature ¢...... 842.83 549.63 1,414.12 1,151.60 3,958.18 
‘Officers’ Salaries 2,590.00 2,655.00 2,640.00 2,640.00 10,525.00 
Travel. Expense 

Officers & Board 712.09 364,80 588.19 496.78 2,161.86 
lField Work... 421.02 629.25 951.95 1,532.78 3,535.00 





Salary Edu. Secy. 1,250.00 1,145.83 2,395.83 
(Stenographers & 
| Office Help..... 928.65 986.49 1,392.55 1,159.50 4,467.19 
Int’st & Annuities 1,087.45 1,162.00 914.65 1,362.92 4,527.02 
( Taxes, Insurance 
‘and Repairs. ... 49.39 254.09 308.29 127.24 739.01 
| cr eka Ra 290.00 290.00 288.75 259.00 ibe Paria 
| Pts. and Supplies LlATT 27 633.37 398.68 370.59 2,519.91 
}' Postage, Tele- 
| phone, Telegrams 842.33 iO repos 817.91 579.85 2,943.20 
‘ Attorney & Court 
WeostS ... 2.2.2 125.75 1.68 137.67 6.97 272.07 
‘Misc. Items...... 20.09 78.59 95.23 99.06 292.97 
Office Furniture se ea AUTH) 78.00 98.48 246.48 
|Advanced Rufus 
Clark Hstate . 135.00 40,973.68 9,894.03 746.01 51,748.72 
‘Advanced S. S. 
| Hough, Trustee 865.40 865.40 
)' Permanent Fund : 
Improvement .. 154.05 154.05 
i! Distribution Fin- 
-ance Commission 2,581.75 1,100.91 3,682.66 
) Men’s Congress 25.00 25.00 
( Spec. Deposit R’t’d 500.00 500.00 
MOvAIS! os cae ccs $132,690.86 $160,770.76 $153,372.03 $173,908.20 eee 


fie ce Band March 1, OMe meneame tiaar ster ate er rat ONT 22st OI a) eR eS, 
| $634,170.14 
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en 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERINGS. 


1914 1915 1916 1917 
Allegheny ..... $ 5,142.47 $ 6,069.40 $ 4,625.70 $ 5,226.59 $ 
Galifornia “Ges: . 526.26 924.69 488.30 707.60 
Colorado: .. 64. . 164.10 288.08 229.50 220.35 
ColsRivereiias. ; 122.48 288.08 274.56 261.03 
Mast. Ohio: 426: 3,164.02 2,875.46 2,519.27 3,977.78 
Hast Penn...... 6,889.16 6,282.53 10,403.28 9,370.35 
Hast. Tenn: i... TAL 189.32 128.18 147.91 
Hrienaygae. aaceee. 1,084.70 964.73 2,492.02 1,288.01 
Georgia-Florida. 101.56 91.82 89.71 —b 4508 
incdianasis sess. 609.07 618.84 483.06 449.54 
Iowa State..a... 1,535.19 2,385.32 2,463.67 2,933.87 
Kansas 35 2,505.68 2,912.65 4,079.44 4,975.58 
Kentucky 13.84 19.65 7505 
onisiana as .2.}. 105.75 124.97 69.92 47.75 
Lower Wabash. . 950.28 1,291.56 1,115.98 936.16 
NMA AI pares ai 3,575.46 4,591.64 3,560.45 9,527.09 
Michigan- pn ex: 258.81 165.49 118.54 219.39 
Minnesota ..... USIeAS 135.48 229.61 169.37 
WMNSSOUTI ceiiises 6s 134.54 249.12 230.50 1,033.94 
INFOMEATI A scc.asne Sola 14.64 17.90 
Nebraska ...... 1,267.67 2,015.87 1,324.57 2 VTS 22, 
New Mexico..... 8.70 43.52 51.58 42.20 
Northern Illinois 2,404.81 2,388.05 1,938.16 2,286.57 
Ohio German... sooLLs 622.68 867.75 455.57 
Oklahoma ..... 114.26 286.59 296.61 SO Mm oul 
Oregon : 220.14 428.95 342.58 437.56 
Pennsylvania 5,448.22 6,136.06 6,284.50 4,472.03 
St. Joseph...... 2,802.47 2,996.35 2,462.09 2,505.49 
Sandusky ~~... De2iougg 5,404.97 3,983.69 4,500.21 
Southeast Ohio.. 1,838.06 2,393.02 IRS) Tess) 1,674.27 
Wibeinia 05.22.) 646.65 1,120.08 1,079.64 959.04 
West Tenn...... 25.2, 29.80 35.03 13.74 
West Virginia... 787.57 919.09 1,262.78 808.89 
White River.... 1,515.88 2,143.56 2,072.78 2,741.68 
Wisconsin ..... 429.26 477.54 382.59 449.14 
eAVEa LCA rca chne 10.96 
Unclassified ..... 689.82 622.09 9,328.89 3,805.27 


Total 
21,064.16 
2,646.85 
902.03 
946.15 
12,536.53 
32,945.32 
536.82 
5,829.46 
S38taad 
25160.5:1 
9,318.05 
14,473.35 
40.54 
348.39 
4,293.98 
21,254.64 
762.23 
671.89 
1,648.10 
35.65 
6,781.33 
146.00 
9,017.59 
2,285.18 
1,004.88 
1,429.23 
22,340.81 
10,766.40 
19,104.79 
7,762.70 
8,805.28 
104.09 
3,778.28 
8,473.90 
1,788.53 - 
10.96 
14,446.07 





Totals ....$50,846.34 $58,500.16 $67,204.75 $69,196.64 $245,747.89 © 
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CURRENT FUNDS. 


cash in Treasury, March 31, 1917....::........ $ 13,428.29 
| Japan Appropriations Overdrawn.............. 43.59 
Porto Rico Appropriations Overdrawn........... 56.25 
Philippines Appropriations Overdrawn.......... 165.51 
, Rufus Clark Estate Advances.................. 38,973.37 
; Samuel S. Hough, Trustee Clark Estate......... 865.40 
. Lizzie K. Miller Seminary Overdraft............ 8,176.03 
2 We Owe Special Deposit of a Friend............ $ 1,648.34 
- Permanent Fund Awaiting Investment........... 35120883 
. We Owe Borrowed Money For Rufus Clark Estate 21,675.00 
Due African Appropriations Account.......... ee 1,502.21 
; Due China Appropriations Account.............. 1,295.21 
China Hospital (Siu Lam) Credit Balance........ 10,942.22 
| Building Campaign Credit Balance.............. Dow lia sO 
Women’s Bible Training School, Philippines...... 3,203.00 





INVENTORY. 
Assets. 

Bash omtand. April tc09073e 24. po, byt seis $ 13,428.29 
mermanent Mund, Reali Wstatey: .)). pe. pe pitas 6,200.00 
Permanent Fund, Mortgage Loans.............. 34,454.17 
Permanent Fund, Funded U. B. Pub. House.... 6,000.00 
Permanent Fund, U. B. Pub. House Bonds....... 500.00 
Permanent Fund, Rike-Kumler Co., W. M. A..... 500.00 
Albert Academy, Funded With U. B. Pub. House. . 4,000.00 
Albert Academy, U. B. Publishing House Bonds. . 2,000.00 
Albert Academy, Funded With Rike-Kumler Co., 

VAG) JUL, Sn 32 Sele eS AS bere ad 42 ee 5,000.00 
0 ITTBLICG EES oT BA gran) a7" ea a 82,040.00 
SPAT eT ONMOMM Oe Near. sc: vk a fe .ove.cd oceh shits dusnenecace Eee « 84,300.00 
RAM cM A WE Ne tng) Shae. occa, de ule Leds one recs toe apww 4 33,700.00 
MINE, PEODSTEY:. csc. 5,+.4. s0c.c «poets 8 et. 15,850.00 
Porto Rico PRO DCTEN, cir ep tahoe wary 2/ sania pee nls x pees 37,200.00 
PC Ome E ETC UTC, soma ctil-., «ck 2 suaig 9. eagecinelal cuslesearaneke cumin 5 1,050.00 
Porto Rico Appropriations Overdrawn........... 56.25 
Philippine Appropriations Overdrawn........... 165.51 
Japan Appropriations Overdrawn............... 43.59 
mdvyanced Rufus Clark Hstate...........4 5 sich nes es 38,973.37 
Beontinzent.Fund., real -Histate. .5. 60> scm cess sae xe 0 1,250.00 
SEUNG OaLTOUe; ULUSt eC Ocewracacks sack abv Seah costiediay s 865.40 


Lizzie K. Miller Seminary Overdraft............ 8,176.03 
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$ 61,708.44 


$ 77,160.21 
$ 15,451.77 


$375,752.61 
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Liabilities. 
ASE riend;| Special Deposits wisi. iene wm seehenee vel sehen $ 1,648.34 
Borrowed: = Money ooScccs ke ee ete eines 21,675.00 
Duev Africa sAppropriations...6. oes. s atom oes 1,502.26 
Due-China Appropriations oo. ss. os ce ahasanee 1,295.21 $ 26,120.81 
Net= Assets; Marceh.31 19 0-730 25 cs cjcaste uc beckons $349,631.80 
Net Assets, March 31, 1916................ 309,147.47 
UN GTOASC of icnye cles Loecus sain se aliedomaire oo ease ane Meer oerores $ 40,484.33 


L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 


L. O. Miller, Treasurer, read the auditors’ report attached to the Foreign 
Missionary report. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS. 


Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 1917. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session as- 
sembled at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917: 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the Mooks of the General 
Church Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, for the year ending March 31, 1917, and 
herewith submit our report. 

We found his books correctly kept and proper vouchers for all cash dis- 
bursements. Our audit covered the checking of all vouchers for expendi- 
tures, which we found to agree with the record. We verified his trial balance 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance as called for by his 
books agreed with his bank balance and cash on hand. 

This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 
completing the entire quadrennium, and in every audit we have found his 
books correctly and systematically kept. 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 
and, in our opinion, meets all the demands of the Church, 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK R. WRIGHT, 
Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 
HARRY PENTZ, 
Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 


L. O. Mitter. Just this brief word regarding the audit. This auditors’ 
report will be found upon that report distributed to you, and the auditors 
have audited the entire system of accounting in the office. The departments 
are not as separate items in the Treasurer’s office, but it is as a single unit 
of the entire fund entrusted to that office; so that it is necessary, when 
auditing the Home Missionary Society’s report, or the Foreign, or any one 
else’s, to audit every account in the. Treasurer’s office. 

THe PRESIDENT. In reading the next report, such items can be omitted 
that bear the same audit. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. There has been a state- 
ment made as to the Rufus Clark estate and quite an investment made. I 
would like to know, how much is that estate worth? Can you tell us? 

THE PresipENT. I think Doctor Hough will give you a special statement 
of the Rufus Clark estate sometime during this session. 

Docror Houeu. Yes, if generally desired. 

L. O. Mitter. We will now take up the report of the Treasurer of the 
Home Missionary Society. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will be as brief as possible. 

Mr. Mitier. I will omit everything except the last page. 

The Treasurer then read the last page of this report. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER, HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


RECEIPTS. 
moeneral, Muad Collections: . 2.5... cute oe eee $160,597.24 
Woman’s Missionary Association.............. 34,750.00 
@ontineent Notes. Paid... 2... chee. ce bee oe nen 4,598.10 
BCOUOSUB) ee Gone Sige c cick cds PER ee ee 7,530.18 
m@mentals From Real HMstate....... 2... se. es cs 1,038.85 
menday, School, Offerings. ccoucs oda ce loweabel v wae 701.36 
mew. Weister’s Collectiofis. oo... 0.08 asec oe 45.75 
Total Receipts For Current Work........ 

mermanent Fund, Loans. 6% saw. . awe wee $ 14,050.00 
‘(Permanent Fund, Real Estate Sold............ 4,147.35 
DEEPA Elion Sto cain, GP ee ar resect ase oon @ Namohcretin wines 15,419.24 
PME OIMNCO AVLOUCY. Se. 0cts = tes scaicy Mel ease nidieretn be eal 28,075.00 
Missionary Literature Sold..:........0...0000-- 2,435.34 
1 LIES AEE Geis a feat Saerea eee a cr 874.34 
Miscellaneous Collections.................... 137.50 
os TESS) WISTS (er E00 Dis ie ee ean De mR am ae a 2,228.96 
© SST Los eee gage Ai ie a g yA aoa a 

Total Receipts for the Quadrennium...... 

mash on hand A:pril:1,°1913). 0500. cae 

CTEEEED Legler gp a 

: EXPENDITURES. 

> CORTES GEES 0} 119 9 (ae $171,201.00 
MAN elIStIC-WOTK.% 65-5 «hc erepe% ¢. 0 © 2 shsiclalele ns os 2,720.42 
BOE OWOGs VIONCY 5. 265s. occ s6 4,0 0) occ e's cus « s'en ase 23,455.00 
aerimanent Fund, Loans’). s cose. 6 oi. bie etelete os ao 18,485.35 
Missionary Literature Purchased.............. 1,860.12 
halaries of General Officers............c0500.% 10,524.98 
(raveling Expense of Officers and Board....... Bee wpe 
meld. Work, Salary and Travel........00+...- 15012); 78 
jalary of Educational Secretary............... 4,400.00 
Stenographers and Office Help................ 3,755.10 
mrerests-and: Annuities 2. 5.0. 5..%..) cise lds ww wdc 10,686.74 
“axes; Insurance, and Repairs................ 911 200: 
PUM Dee ee he ar on Soe cionn Tah das) a akg elisa Graces Mee odes 1,144.00 
RIT ITNCPANG MOUMPDILES 32, ote ice & Gio vie eure ells coe en 3,468.25 
meetorze: TELEPHONE, CtCiis ic .6 cieis ob 055.0 ale e's 0 2 6 ee 2,002.68 
YMifice Furniture and Furnishings............. 36.29 
f@torney. and Court Costs. .....0..iceee.seees 365.37 
WIREDURRS ALGO capes eit oer iciia he vs ote ie agosto ato vente ioe) '@) Suel"a Qe ear ets 874.34 
MeEGcellaneOus- IOXDENSE . 6 is. <a-6 4s Gieistele os oe ore 470.22 
‘mance Commission Expense.................- 3,459.99 
May. Keister, ‘Salary... 6 ce eee ce te ae eo 510.87 
MVE KC CISCOL, TTA Clo 5 og. f. slevetege wyoneterie) othe care ee is 307.47 
[ome Mission Council Federation............. 299.90 
feneral Conference Exhibit.................. 30.80 
Jlegheny Conference Treasurer...............- 15.00 
MEE AIOO Pai lal es ace cf oe ah cee yel Stans hee paona ele 3. 300.00 
EC ONE FERS cicero) oie ons. Wis ove) eligemalianey eile o-sjelece’ « 60.00 
544.00 


)pecials 





Biiehlania: ee eels athe: i956) 6 6 1) 0) 6.0 0) # (er a Vee Vel enw, oe) 60.6, 
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$209,261.48 


$ 68,070.44 


$277,331.92 
3,247.51 


$280,579.43 
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Permanent Mund, RealvMistate...% 6. .<.,2s0n eee 154.05 

Special Santa Cruz "Property. 0 ee 1,832.00 

Total Expenditures for the Quadrennium....... $267,609. 2¢ 

Cash.on hand: March? BEA1917... 2 i... ee 12,970.17 
Dotale eo wee aden sc. eee Hee ae fs $280,579.43 


COMPARISON OF RECEIPTS FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 


Year Year Year Year 
ending ending ending ending 
March, 1914 March, 1915 March, 1916 March, 1917 Totals 


General Fund 

Collections ...$32,422.55 $42,722.41 $39,989.45 $45,462.83 $160,597.24 
Contingent Notes | 

Paldss ie terete : 827.35 485.25 2,518.50 767.00 4,598.10 
Woman’s Mission- 

ary Association 6,600.00 8,100.00 8,250.00 11,800.00 34,750.00 


[nterests ix: fe ceaae Bee ee Om. ame aire 1,574.71 1,894.19 7,530.18 
Rentals From ; 

Real Estate... 122.00 206.85 347.75 362.25 1,038.85 
Sunday School 

Offerings .... 701.36 701.36 
S. W. Keister’s 

Collections ... 45.75 45.75 
Permanent Fund, 

(oans= 50. 5,350.00 5,800.00 1,000.00 1,900.00 14,050.00 
Real Hstate oe 

Soldiers 1,470.00 1,576.80 200.00 900.55 4,147.35 

Bequests ....... 1,010.00 561.30 2,057.63 11,790.31 15,419.24 


Borrowed Money 11,875.00 8,000.00 4,700.00 3,500.00 28,075.00 
Missionary Liter- - 





ature Sold. ... 595.06 723.44 815,24 301.60 2,435.34 
Bible Cause..... 210.81 61.25 24.67 77.61 374.34 
Miscellaneous. pri: 

Collections ... 137.50 137.50 
Evangelistic Fund 204.12 2,024.84 ag me 2,228.96 
Special Work. ... j PRO ge 1,202.71 

Totals ....$63,717.91 $72,177.01 $61,477.95 $79,959.05 $277,331.92 
Cash on-hand- April jA913 5 is. cuveinis tee oe ee ee $ 3,247.51 


Mota. i... Gi ak} 2ic cs gle eee a aeae aneea eeea $280,579:4% 


Year 
ending 
March, 1914 








Paid to Home 


Year 
ending 
March, 1915 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Year 
ending 
March, 1916 


Year 


ending 
March, 1917 
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COMPARISONS OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 


Totals 


t) Missionaries ...$41,723.51 $41,215.85 $42,353.30 $45,899.34 $171,201.00 








Bee peelistic YN coum es eae Be 845.28 2,720.42 
} Borrowed Money 6,680.00 10,850.00 5,725.00 200.00 23,455.00 
‘Permanent Fund, 
Meloans’ 2... 5. 1,000.00 2,143.42 15,299.93 > 18,435.35 
‘Missionary Liter- ; 
ature Purchased 489.07 549.81 583.68 237.56 1,860.12 
Salaries, General 
teeeOtficers ..... 2,589.98 2,655.00 2,640.00 2,640.00 10,524.98 
Traveling Expense 
+ Officers & Bd. 842.44 897.16 848.81 683.11 Byars {i Bea 
Wield Wk. Travel 44.65 174.78 793.35 1,012.78 
Salary Hdu. Secy. 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 4,400.00 
WStenographers & 
) Office Help... 9196.55 906.21 882.91 969.43 3,755.10 
iint’st & Annuities. 2,438.05 2,04 3.91 Pate RAF 2,862.45 10,686.74 
!Taxes, Insurance, 
- and Repairs... 34.09 440.36 299 145.37 911.01 
rentals si... 26. 290.00 290.00 290.00 274.00 1,144:00 
iPtg. and Supplies 860.90 990,13 1,053.89 DiGeuers 3,468.25 
Postage, Tele- 
phone, etc.... 450.70 610.45 453.83 487.70 2,002.68 
(Office Furniture 
| & Furnishings 26.61 9.68 36.29 
Attorneys & Court 
MPOStS) =f... oe. 194.50 (BE 118.97 44.38 365.37 
Amer. Bible Soc 
Receipts, Bible 
HWMMOATISE -3 ol. es. 272.06 24.67 (cient 374.34 
iMisc. Expense... SASS 135.63 S11 66 POWs 470.22 
in. Com. Exp 2,359.08 1,100.91 3,459.99 
ib. W. Keister 
Pesatary ...... 510.87 510.87 
(5. We Keister, 
WeErAVEL so ee. 307.48 307.48 
4. M. Council 
i! Federation ... 45.00 136.38 (a Deere 56.75 299.90 
+yenl. Con. Exhibit 30.80 30.80 
Allee. Conf. Treas. 15.00 15.00 
. Yhattanooga Land 300.00 300.00 
|fen’s Congress. 60.00 60.00 
|specials oss 544.00 544.00 
/ermanent Fund, 
‘Real Estate. 154.05 154.05 
\special Santa 
Beruz Property.. 780.00 1,052.00 1,832.00 
| Totals ....$62,845,49 $67,398.01 $62,654.76 $74,711.00 $267,609.26 
eer and March Sl, 19 ET ial. wet eek erage be ee ee ee $ 12,970.17 








$280,579.43 
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HOME MISSIONS COLLECTIONS ON CONFERENCE ASSESSMENTS FOR 
QUADRENNIUM ENDING MARCH 31, 1917. 





: 1914 TOES 1916 1917 Total 
Allegheny ...... $2,366.17 $3,484.49 $3,550.34 $3,510.00 $12,911.00 
Californias ae ans 489.20 767.28 296.20 698.00 2,250.68 
Colorado ........ 183.93 239.76 190.88 216.60 SaiksAs7, 
Columbia River... 62.82 244.87 207.83 224.61 740.13 
Kast; Ohio... 222. 1,679.49 2,412.26 2,056.32 2,358.97 8,507.04 
East Penn....... 2,953.38 4,114.74 4,334.47 4,596.71 15,999.30 
East Tennessee.. . 10:7,.5:2 160.92 nA be Dir 147.91 538 1. a2 
WRG says coe ee 696.05 836.12 820.22 SSIES 3,148.14 
Georgia-Florida . 124.63 78.05 i eer af 54.18 336.57 
Indlanas 6.322223 503.55 492.18 423.67 449.54 1,868.94 
Iowa State...... 1,257.58 1,620.02 1,442.60 1,424.87 5,745.07 
KANSASi ss. c.o5.f oo. 139-7251 1,918.53 2,230.56 2,416.06 7,962.66 
Kentucky:. 325. 17.68 16.70 6.0.0 40.38 
Lowisianay uses ESIC hapaeA 106.23 68.40 47.75 379.60 
Lower Wabash... 598.35 1,097.83 959.95 911.51 3,567.64 
MET eTaMeke eres et reek 2,131.52 3,344.91 3,225.93 3,535. 1.0. 119.2 2a OiG 
Miohi eam the res ko ees 187.49 139.82 136.33 238.35 701.99 
Minnesota ...... 80.27 110.13 204.96 169.37 564.73. 
MISSOUTI Soi. eee: 152.00 211.76 207.39 264.69 835.84 
Montanay 23 85.50 2.64 22.14 17.90 78.18: 
Northern Illinois. 1,890.50 15823.72 1,714.66 1,717.46 7,146.34 
Nebraskast.= esi cr (a0 Tose 20 1,158738 1,508.13 552m tO 
New Mexico..... 76.39 36.99 48.72 42.20 204.30 
Ohio German.... S22<20 457.03 501.14 402.57 1,682.94 
Oklahonva ele 162.69 241.73 246.09 213.84 “864.35 
Oregon’ oo es 193.47 275.64 298.73 383.95 1, Ad E79 
Pennsylvania ... 3,209.55 3,258.64 4,097.09 4,019.59 14,584.87 
St. Joseph. ....... 2,439.92 2,452.00 2,140.63 2,313.29 9,405.84 
Sandusky ..... ie 366958 4,294.90 35D.62.2 1 3,601.18 15,127.64 
Southeast Ohio... 1,470.23 2,276.59 1,555.91 1,441.79 6,744.52 
AVAU igen clit: yam ee eeeemene ere 574.68 952.06 877.63 964.24 3,368.61 
West Tennessee. . 36.02 25.32 2920. E3eT4 104.85 
West Virginia.... 690.55 780.63 779.74 756.29 3,007.21 
White River..... ORDO a sale Tega ou TOS 3b 1,795.45 6,235.76 
Wisconsin’ 3... 2 Sb T47 466.04 840.35 374.97 Lb 38-80 
TCA cakniht oe 42.55 9.37 aya BAN 
Unclassified ..... 838.69 137.47 372:65 3,775.67 5,724.48 
Totals ;..*$33,249.90 $42,722.41 $39,989 45 $45,642.83*$161,424.59 


*Included in 1914 and final total is amount of Contingent Notes detailed 
in the year 1914 $827.35 which accounts for difference between these totals 
and first item on page 159. 


and first item on page 2. 






: llegheny .... 
palifornia 


Coe te a ea eae 
ete ee ae 


lichigan 
linnesota 
lissouri 


‘ebraska 
‘ew Mexico .... 
hio German.... 
Kklahoma ...... 


pee ee 0 0 we 


ee et ee 


irginia 
Thite River... . 
Test Tenn...... 
"est Virginia... 
Msconsin. ...... 
ontana Special. 


Ce 


Totals 


ae 


ee 


..- $41,732.51 $41,215.85 $42,353.30 $45.899.34 $171,201.00 
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1914 1915 1916 
375.00 $ 500.00 $ 125.00 
4,325.02 3,612.50 3,682.25 
2,369.30 2,516.64 2,796.05 
2,251.68 2,001.26 2,032.50 
100.00 
600.00 600.00 709.72 
1,663.74 1,644.74 1,735.26 
1,268.33 1,220.66 1,104.00 
1,531.02 1,229.17 1,208.31 
800.00 720.00 640.00 
1,006.23 977.52 914.99 
2,061.35 1,769.63 1,395.01 
125.00 288.96 
891.69 848.90 419.76 
900.00 810.00 711,10 
1,238.88 1,179.84 1,132.82 
908.86 866.26 704.17 
1,226.10 1,245.84 1,370.60 
912.74 1,016.99 1,049.99 
1,223.44 1,097.10 1,162.09 
3,312.21 3,333.15 4,206.75 
379.17 349.99 350.00 
3,318.28 3,348.53 3,337.53 
3,808.66 3,531.48 3,386.79 
300.00 250.48 241.34 
300.00 325.00 270.84 
162.50 
350.00 320.84 275.13 
633.34 495.00 426.00 
1,244.42 1,510.53 1,472.26 
500.00 449.99 433.34 
388.89 382.84 545.83 
1,381.66 2,935.97 4,224.91 


1917 


3,549.69 
4,070.54 
1,984.68 


943.04 
1,598.03 
1,050.00 
1,253.31 

607.49 

879.17 
1,547.48 

250.86 

541.68 

719.00 
1,399.69 

708.34 
1,505.92 

852.08 
1196. 27 
4,537.19 

350.00 
3,140.27 
4,647.36 

185.70 

559.75 


259.17 
344.35 
1,523.82 
400.00 
670.83 
4,623.73 
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QUADRENNIAL APPROPRIATIONS TO ANNUAL CONFERENCES. | 


Total 

$ 1,000.00 
15,169.46 
11,752.53 


8,270.12 . 


100.00 


2,852.76 - 


rh 


6,641.77 


4,642.99 ° 


4 


5,221.81 | 


2,767.49 ; 
3,777.91 | 


6,773.47 


664.82 


2,702.03 
3,140.10 
4,951.23 
3,187.63 
5,348.46 
.80 


-30 
.16 
61 
15,374.29 
977.52 
1,455.59 
162.50 
1,205.14 
1,898.69 
5,751.03 
1,783.33 
1,988.39 
13,166.27 


80. 
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ACCUMULATIVE STATEMENTS OF AMOUNTS PAID TO HOME 


Paid during 
quadrennium as 
per page 163 


$ 1,000.00 
15,169.46 
100.00 
11,752.53 
8,270.12 
2,852.76 


6,641.77 
4,642.99 
5,221.81 
2,767.49 
3,777.91 
6,773.47 

664.82 
2,702.03 
3,140.10 


4,951.23 
3,187.63 
5,348.46 

13,166.27 
4,678.80 
8,831.80 

15,389.30 
1,429.16 

13,144.61 

‘ 15,374.29 


162,50 
977.52 
1,455.59 


1,205.14 
5,751.03 
1,783.33 
1,898.69 
1,988.39 


Totals paid 
1853-1917 


$ 3,760.00 
96,731.55 
1,885.65 
47,257.33 
49,597.97 
7,676.91 
7,045.23 
50,614.97 
9,090.28- 
15,053.77 
4,225.82 
11,558.20 
63,161.37 
8,538.42 
12,232.78° 
21.621-72 
1,183.00' 
22,347.40 
25,617.17 
26,350.29 
19,275.37 
44,157.04 
25,609.47 
27,884.63 
18,029.86 
37,527.39 
64,252.91 


4,750.58 © 


3,699.95 
2,611.05 
10,269.67 
8,332.57 
. 699.50 
22,624.97 
17,436.70 
11,625.45 
12,659.46 
5,430.41 
793.68 
21,276.61 





MISSIONARIES. 

Totals paid 

1853-1913 
ANS ReDy, wasss bate Sayers och ew de Ree $ 2,760.00 
CANILOTRIa cin cksse OR ES, Ee 81,562.09 
Chickaimnaugass. 2h ss Ss e5 oe ces 1,785.65 
COVOPAGO 2. 5 cc onc Res oR ee 35,504.80 
Columbia’ River: .2..2...25s.0 0:2, 41,327.85 
East Ohio...:.... Re cen ee ae oe 4,824.15 
Bast; Penny och ote i ines See 7,045.23 
Haetve POM ros et cance ee ee oe: 43,973.20 
LO oie So sooo ne et es ee hades Dee 4,447.29 
Georgia-Florida ................. 9,831.96 
EGAN Aes. OS Coe nay so, ere S 1,458.33 
TOW aa Stat el see ae | Re Ng 7,780.29 
GANS AS ROR oi ht eas eee MEER 56,397 90 
ASOT U Cy ac isa ny, = ete er aa 7,873.60 
LOWISian ay. cee oe a tune 9,530.75 
(Lower Wabash 3 0220-3. 6.545 oe Ss 18,391.63 
INL TS ee ae ee Wc ee eee *1,183.00 
MCI ar nA ei ae Nee ee 17,396.17 
ELEN CSOUB is eae ihc oe eae 22,429.54 
IMSS SOUR Oe rice Shee ns te re omer ens 21,001.83 
MOntan as? Acie he A ee oe ie eee 6,109.10 
INGbraska tiie 5.. & cars ae ac ees 39,478.24 
Northern dlinots). 4 =... ose PANE AUER SH 
News Mexico. 52-8 Porn oe ano eee 12,495.33 
OhoeGsrmans eos wes: pe eee 16,600.70 
ORTBNO Mats .2 ren et ge Se 24,382.78 
OV er GIS oo ee hor rae eee 48,878.62 
Pennsylvania and Maryland........ 4,750.58 
Ses Joseph ess... 72) a See 3,537.45 
SOU GUSHY <n ac 30 a ee eee Gocco es 
Sih -Ohlo... : 5 2a 2 eee eee 8,814.08 
Supt. Southern District....... RS Soon tL 
Upper: Wabash 293.2, oS eee 699.50 
ANG ries GaCeT aaah ep oe Am Og 8 ia 21,419.83 
West. Tennessee’.3 265. ae ee 11,685.67 
WestiVirginia. oo co 2 5. foc) ee ee 9,842.12 
WihitesRiver sce to ia brent eo TOME GORIET 
WiStonsink 1.6. eh teenies wo lene ieee 3,442.02 
Massachusettes. css ee 793.68 
ONCATIO UN pom np eicaced fr ae rte eee 21,276.61 
TOta ls) noes tt epee eee ae $673,206.11 


$171,201.00 


$844,407.11 
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PRESENT CONDITIONS. 
Permanent Fund: 





CapitalsAtccounityasan thie ete) Ue © Sittwes $51,500.00 
Loans on First Mortgage................. $46,127.51 
Clipping er Property ssn ewe 800.00 
Dayton Property, Faulkner Ave........... 3,000.00 
One-half Interest Other Property.......... 1,200.00 
Woodland Cemetery Lote: 2 As ofa be 60.00 $51,187.51 
AW ALINE mV eSLIMNEN TG. 2. wick. cite. eet et $ 312.49 
Current Funds: 
We. Owe. Borrowed Moneys ss inks os os $13,250.00 
Permanent Fund Awaiting Investment.... 312.50 
Due to Home Missionaries, Estimated...... 4,000.00 $17,562.50 
Sei eeON tras 6 se act Ce atk Sa ec $12,970.17 
Debt Wmprovyiged MOM. 5.45. 0)- 0460s oil. a es $ 4,592.33 
Contingent Notes: 
eporved One Year ASO >. oe s+ et cnc on $ 9,977.15 
Pati MTHS thie CAT ics chaise okhow ance oe 767.00 
Piesent sin vdicenisia ecb ihecses 6S Moc eae $ 9,210.15 
* INVENTORY. 
d Assets, 
Sachronwmiand) March $4 ,-19L7y.. eo) kk eee ee $12,970.17 
Permanent Fund, Mortgage Loans............... °46,127.51 
pia rer Property: Sh) wes Bese elo RE aERS 800.00 
Dayton, Ohio, Property, Faulkner Ave........... 3,000.00 
School Property, New Mexico......:........e00. 1,500.00 
Samrat OMA SIVAN TIA| seo Severs. sata ieee Gi sites bis oe leislnits olevbdes Sees 2,250.00 
Gaattanoola. Propertycce ssi. adie a FS Biv lae' Bon. 450.00 
One-half Other Real Estate........06.0..0.00005 1,200.00 
eae t NOLES sietecais dee fats. oid o0ela to Bile eed bw ea eb “s 9,210.15 
MACE HVT GUNG. 28s sesso soe lelev oidiel's ws ety SY Hes 975.00 
moodiand: -Cemetery -Wots..). on. Osea lence es 60.00 
Corning, Kansas, one-fourth interest............ 1,250.00 $79,792.83 
Liabilities. 
We Owe Borrowed Money...................2- $13,250.00 
Due Home Missionaries, Estimated.............. 4,000.00 $17,250.00 
Net Assets March 31, 1917...... OF eee Coe $62,542.83 
Me ASSOtS MaATCN: 31.5 24-9 1 Gus, saa os wievor So, orsee no v's vs forces 47,969.64 
WOMEN EASC Uses secs. 8 Ss. ie ne IP? eee. Bt $14,573.19 


L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS. 
Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 1917. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session as- 
sembled at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917: 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the books of the General 
Church Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, for the year ending March 31, 1917, and 
herewith submit our report. 

We found his books correctly kept and proper vouchers for all cash dis- 
bursements. Our audit covered the checking of all vouchers for expendi- 
tures, which we found to agree with the record. We verified his trial balance 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance as called for by his 
oooks agreed with his bank balance and cash on hand. 
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This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 

completing the entire quadrennium, and in every audit we have found his 

books correctly and systematically kept. 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 

_ and, in our opinion, meets all. the demands of the Church. 
Respectfully submitted, 

FRANK R. WRIGHT, Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 

HARRY PENTZ, Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 


Rev. H. R. Hess. I move that the report of the treasurer for Foreign | 
Missions be referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions, and that the | 
report of the treasurer for Home Missions be referred to the Committee 
on Home Missions. Adopted, and so referred. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I rise to a question of personal privilege. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the Conference grant it? 

Voices. Hear, hear! 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I would like to make a personal statement to the 
Conference. As the election of Bishops is to occur now soon, I ask that my 
name be not considered at that time. For this step, long contemplated, 
I have two or three special reasons. 

1. Age is coming on apace, and I do not care to continue under the bur- 
dens imposed by official life. While I expect to remain active for years to 
come, and that, too, in a general way, I prefer that my work shall be directed 
along other lines where I can be useful without assuming cares and respon- 
sibilities which ought to go to other and younger men. 

Out of forty-seven years spent in the ministry of the United Brethren 
Church, thirty-four have been given to the duties of presiding elder, Church 
Erection Secretary, and Bishop. It seems to me that these years—more than 
a third of a century—constitute a period long enough, if not too long, fo1 
a man of my limitations to serve in positions so high and responsible. 

2. I covet the privilege and pleasure of spending more of my time with 
my family from this on. Thirty-two years ago, my good wife came into my 
humble home and assumed the responsibility of caring for my motherless 
children; and for twenty-nine years since then I have been absent two-thirds. 
or possibly three-fourths, of the time. In other words, in twenty-nine years, 
I have been absent, in the aggregate, from eighteen to twenty-one years. 
I want to be with her a little more in our last days as we journey down the 
western slope of time, and, I trust, toward a golden sunset. Then, too, I 
greatly desire to spend more time with my children. Owing to my busy life 
and almost constant absence from the family and from their homes since 
_they are married, we have scarcely gotten acquainted. I feel that I must. 
know them better, and have them know me better. : 

3. My sense of unworthiness and lack of fitness for such a work as the 
Church has committed to me, also impels me to take the step I announce. 
Some one else will fill the position better than I can, and prove more servy- 
iceable to the Church. Of course, no one will question the sincerity of the | 
statements I make, or the course I pursue. I desire this announcement to be | 
final, and that it be so’ understood by you all. I might give other reasons, | 
but I forbear. At another time I will tell you of my plans for the future. | 

In closing, I wish to publicly express my gratitude to the Great Father 
for his good dealings toward me, for the preservation of life and health, and 
for the humble part “he has permitted me to take in shaping the policies of 
the Church, in directing its affairs, and in helping to make the world better. 
I also wish to thank the United Brethren Church for the recognition it has 
given One so unworthy as myself for so long a period. I think I can truth- 
fully say that I have given my Church, during all these years, the best there 
was In me, whatever that may have meant, I have never permitted the 
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sweltering heat of summer, or the storms of winter, to turn me aside from 
the tasks assigned to me. Only two or three times in forty-seven years have 
1 allowed myself to believe I was too sick to go. Wife and children, many 
times over, begged me to remain at home for rest, and for the sake of my 
health, but I could not, or did not, heed their entreaties. I held conferences, 
as some who are present know, when I could not stand to preach or to 
deliver an address, when I actually staggered on the street, leaning now and 
again against some post or shade tree to steady myself. But I have no regret. 
On the other hand, I thank God for the high privilege of making sacrifices 
for his cause. Heaven is my witness, and so are you all, that my one pur- 
pose has been to honor Jesus, and to build up the United Brethren Church, 
which is as dear to me as life itself. And it is a source of great satisfaction 
to me, after all these years, to feel that the Church is my friend, and that 
you brethren to whom I speak possess for me hearts of tenderest regard. 
You can scarcely realize what all it means to voluntarily surrender the high- 
est position in the gift of the Church, with its prestige and support; but the 
fact that I do it will certainly make clear to all that I have no selfish end to 
conserve. However numerous my shortcomings and however grievous my 
blunderings, I have tried to keep my heart in the right place, and my face 
toward the throne. I still crave the prayers and fellowship of my brethren. 
The Lord, my judge, knows that I never purposely wronged my brother’ or 
sister. If any one, anywhere, feels that I have done him injury, I humbly 
beg his or her pardon. If any one has wronged me, all is forgiven. I have 
this special request to make of my family and friends in the Church: When 
my day’s work is over, my pilgrimage ended. and my head is pillowed in the 
dust, they have chiseled on the marble slab that shall mark my last earthly 
resting place this simple epitaph of four words, “He Did His Best.” 1 thank 
you for this patient hearing. [Applause.] ‘ 

The Conference sang, “There’s a land that is fairer than day.” 

THE PRESIDENT. I do not care to speak or attempt to speak a word 
following this paper. There are times in our official life and in our private 
life when silence is golden and speech is silver. Just a week before the 
transfiguration Jesus made an announcement to his followers that seemed 
to produce an estrangement. They wanted to be alone with their thoughts. 
It was the announcement of his departure from them, and for six days fol- 
lowing that announcement not a word appears on the record until they 
ascend the Mount of Transfiguration. I wish to say only this, that the future 
historian who writes a correct history of the United Brethren Church will 
write the name of Bishop William M. Weekley on many of its pages. |Great 


-applause. ] 


THE PRESIDENT. Will Dr. A. C. Siddall, Church Erection Secretary, come 
to the platform and read his report? 

Doctor Siddall read his report as Secretary of Church Erection, which 
was as follows: 


REPORT OF CHURCH ERECTION SOCIETY. 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-seventh General Con- 
ference, United Brethren in Christ: 

Dear Brethren and Sisters: I trust that it is with a conscious 
sense of the goodness of God that I bring you my first quadrennial 
report of the Church Erection Society. While the quadrennium has 
not been all we would like to have seen it be, yet I believe that 
God has given such blessing to this great department of work, as to 
give just cause for rejoicing and gratitude on our part. In order 
that we may profit by our failures as well as rejoice for our victor- 
ies, I shall try to give you a faithful record of the work of the 
department. 


168 - TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Good News in General. 

I am sure that our whole Church must be pleased as they con- 
template the tremendous strides our denomination is making in 
the department of church building, I presume that nothing con- 
nected with all our denominational activities so fully presages our 
more glorious future than the building of. good, modern, substantial 
church houses. I think it is a recognized fact among us that our 
Church was rather slow to engage in the work of promoting church 
buildings. We not only long deferred the organization of a church 
building society but even after it was organized for twenty-five years 
we refused it any practical support. However, I believe that the 
organization of the Church Erection Society in 1869 marked a dis- 
tinct epoch in the building of church houses. I do not believe that 
the total valuation of all our church houses and parsonages in 1869 
exceeded $1,500,000. Mi 

The first statistical chart that I can find in the Year Book was 
published in 1880, but it contained no statistics relative to the value 
of property. The first publication of such figures was in 1882; at 
that time our church houses were valued at only $2,804,173. In 
1890, one hundred and twenty-four years after the great meeting 
in Long’s Barn, we had church houses worth only $4,017,443. By 
the end of the next decade (1900) we had church houses valued 
at $5,691,733. The decade from 1900 to 1910 marked a very dis- 
inct advance in church building, for at the end of this decade (1910) 
our church houses were valued at $9,752,548, making a clear gain 
for the decade of $4,160,815 as against a gain of $1,674,290 for the 
previous decade. You will also notice that we gained more church 
property in this ten years than we accumulated in the one hundrel 
and twenty-four years following the great meeting at Long’s Barn. 
. We are now seven years in the present. decade and we find the 
Church still going forward. January 1, 1917, we had a valuation on 
our church houses of $13,206,561 and it is pretty evident now that 
our increase for the present decade will not be far from $6,000,000. 
These figures must be a source of gratification to us all. 

I must not fail to show you the relation of the Church Erection So- 
ciety in this growth. I have said that I believe that the organization 
of the Church Hrection Society in 1869 gave a decided impetus to our 
church building enterprises. I believe the growth in church prop- 
erty from 1870 to 1882 was out-of all proportion to what it had 
been previous to that time. I would not be surprised at all if the 
facts could be definitely known, that we gained as much in those 
twelve years as we had accumulated from the days of Otterbein to 
1869. The Church Erection Society in those days was very weak; it 
had not much money with which to work, but it was working and 
aiding in a small way. Its chief contribution at that time was the 
emphasis placed upon the necessity of building better churches if we 
were to survive at all as a denomination, Our next great distinct 
advance was following 1900. ‘About 1895, the Church began to 
take Church Erection seriously and the people were making large 
contributions for this work and as soon as the clouds had disappeared 
from our denominational skies, which clouds had somewhat ob- 
structed the sun from 1889 to 1900, the Church Erection Society 
was ready for its greatest advance and a study of the statistics of 
of our Church for the last decade must convince the most skeptical 
that Church Erection was really the great captain that led on the way 
to better things in church building. The total valuation placed on 
the church houses, aided in their construction by the Church Hrec- 
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tion Society, now aggregates more than $4,000,000, almost one- 
third our total church valuation. The increase of valuation on 
church houses for the last year for the whole Church was $672,420 | 
and the records of the office show that $245,000 of this amount was 
placed on the churches aided by the society last year. From this it 
is evident that Church Erection is one of the mighty agencies of the 
denomination in our permanent upbuilding and a better support of 
this great department will be amply rewarded by increased growth 
and permanency. 


The Work of the Quadrennium. 


In_order that you may see how effectually the Church Erection 
Society is working in every part of the denomination, I take pleasure 
in giving you a bird’s-eye view of the doings of the quadrennium: 


Fiscal Year 1913-1914. 


San Diego, California; Mansfield, Ohio; Jonestown, Pennsylvania; 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Buffalo, New York; Albia, Iowa; Pine 
Prairie, Louisiana; East St. Louis, Illinois; Dayton, Ohio, (High 
Street.) ; Dayton, Ohio, (Riverdale); Dayton, Ohio, (First German) ; 
Grand Rapids, Michigan; Detroit, Michigan; Bloomington, Illinois, 
(First Church); Lawrence, Kansas; Chanute, Kansas; Seattle, 
Washington; Bucyrus, Ohio; Lancaster, Ohio; Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, and Carlyle, Montana. Number of places aided during the 
year, twenty-one, and amount loaned was $35,976.10. 


Hiscal Year 1914-1915. 


Trafford, Pennsylvania; San Diego, California, (parsonage) ; 
Mansfield, Ohio, (parsonage); Jonestown, Pennsylvania; Knoxville, 
Tennessee; Jasonville, Indiana; New Albany, Indiana; Chariton, 
Iowa; Coffeyville, Kansas; Columbia, Kentucky; East St. Louis, Ili- 
nois; Mt. Vernon, Illinois; Dayton, Ohio, (High Street); Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Grand Rapids, (Wyoming Park); Detroit, Mich- 
igan; Dayton, Ohic, (German); Vancouver, Washington; Lancaster, 
Ohio; Nashville, Tennessee, and Bloomer, Wisconsin. Number aided 
for the year, twenty-one, and total loans, $18,715.30. 

Fiscal Year 1915-1916, 

Juniata, Pennsylvania; Spokane, Washington; Mansfield, Ohio; 
Cleveland, Ohio, (lakewood); Jonesville, Pennsylvania; Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, (North Philadelphia); Knoxville, Tennessee; 
Waycross, Georgia; Waterloo, Iowa; Coffeyville, Kansas; Wichita, 
Kansas, (First Church); Detroit, Michigan; Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Beach, North Dakota; Malta, Montana; Wagon Mound, New Mexico; 
I’remont, Ohio; Lancaster, Ohio; Westerville, Ohio, and Clarksville, 
Tennessee. Total number aided in this year was twenty, and aid 
rendered, $19,540.10. 


Fiscal Year 1916-1917. 

Knoxville, Tennessee; Colorado Springs, Colorado; Buffalo, New 
York; Westerville, Ohio; Cleveland, Ohio; Limestone, Florida; Lan- 
caster, Ohio; Harlem, Montana; Elkhart, Indiana; Kansas City, 
Kansas: Bloomington, Illinois, (Second Church); Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Fremont, Ohio; Wichita, Kansas, (First Church); Golva, 
Montana; Seattle, Washington; Coffeyville, Kansas; Vancouver, 
Washington; North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Cleveland, Ohio, 
(Calvary Church); Santa Cruz, New Mexico; Brookfield, Missouri; 
Detroit, Michigan, (Hast Side Church) ; Arlington, Colorado; Harts- 
ville, Indiana; Dayton, Ohio, (Carrmonte); McKeesport, Pennsyl- 
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vania; Union Center, Florida; Chanute, Kansas; Williamsport, 
Maryland, (parsonage); Coburg, Montana, (parsonage); Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, (parsonage), and Marshalltown, Iowa, (parson- 
age). Number of enterprises aided this year, thirty-two and total 
amount of aid extended, $45,939.05. 

In addition to the above loans, the society aided from the lot 
fund the following places: Wagon Mound, New Mexico; Malta, 
Montana; Harlem, Montana; Buffalo, New York; Detroit, Michigan; 
Glasgow, Montana; Wolf Point, Montana; Beach, North Dakota; 
Santa Cruz, New Mexico; Tampa, Florida; Detroit, Michigan, (East 
Side); Glendive, Montana, and Sidney, Montana. 

As I will indicate in a future paragraph, the society had some 
very difficult situations to meet during the quadrennium and had 
some severe limitations placed upon us, but, notwithstanding all 
this the work of the quadrennium compares quite favorably with the 
work of other quadrenniums. During the quadrennium we have 
aided ninety-four different enterprises as compared with seventy-two 
the previous quadrennium, and eighty-six the quadrennium preced- 
ing that; although the amount of money loaned this quadrennium 
was not so large as during the preceding one. As you have time to 
look again over the places you will be impressed with the wide dis- 
tribution of the loans, running from Florida to Montana and from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Vancouver, Washington, and from 
Detroit, Michigan, to Santa Cruz, New Mexico. Can you imagine 
what it would have meant to the whole work of this denomination 
if we did not have a department to do this kind of work? Would 
it not have left a depressing influence upon our denominational 
morale if none of these ninety-four enterprises could have been 
pushed to completion? Now what would have been the moral effect 
on the Church if instead of aiding ninety-four churches with loans 
aggregating $120,179.55, we would have had $200,000 and could 
have aided one hundred and fifty churches? Even then we would 
not have been able to meet all the demands that were made upon 
us. Just as this fiscal year was closing we were in receipt of ap- 
peals from two conferences alone aggregating $30,000 which was 
more than the annual average we had to use for the whole Church 
for the years of the quadrennium just closed. Church Erection is 
very vital to the work of the Church and anything this body can 
a Ss multiply its power will bring back to the Church large divi- 

ends. 


Financial Limitations. 


As good as the work of the quadrennium has been, yet as your 
secretary, I am compelled to express my regret that not more has 
been done. I give it as my opinion, however, that it would have been 
difficult for any body of men to have made the limited funds at 
their disposal go farther than your executive committee made them 
go. During the quadrennium, as the whole Church knows, we faced 
Some unusual financial difficulties. After a thorough study of our 
financial conditions early in the quadrennium, it was found that we 
had an indebtedness of $16,000 drawing six per cent. interest; we 
also had outstanding promises of aid approximating $50,000, and, in 
addition to all this, nine unfinished buildings on our hands. Thus 
we faced the quadrennium with an empty treasury and not less 
than $85,000 of the most pressing obligations which had to be met 
before any new work could be undertaken. This condition was 
greatly aggravated by the fact that the action of the last General 
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Conference was interpreted to mean that Church Erection must give 
up its field man whom it had trained in this work at the expense of 
the society for eight years and just at a time when many large 
givers had been located and cultivated, we were compelled to re- 
lease him, an act which cost Church Erection heavily. While we 
never felt that it was just to so limit a great constructive department 
as Church Erection is, yet we obediently acquiesced and determined 
to do the best we could under the circumstances, and with sad hearts 
dismissed our faithful field secretary, Rev. H. A. Sechrist, but we are 
comforted by the fact that what was our loss was another’s gain. 

Further study of our financial conditions at the beginning of the 
quadrennium revealed the fact that the income to the society for 
the quadrennium would be very problematical. The budget offer- 
ings would not yield more than $15,000 annually and out of this the 
General Conference ordered a portion to be set aside as a gift fund. 
The loans of the society were found to be in a bad state so far as 
refunding was concerned, and the committee had not much to hope 
from that source of income as it was evident that our over-due loan 
situation could not be changed in time to meet the crisis that was 
upon us. 

All these conditions combined compelled the committee to adopt 
a policy which it was very reluctant to do but there seemed no alter- 
native. That policy was that no further loans (excepting the most 
critical cases) be granted until such time as the society could re- 
adjust itself to these new conditions. The first care of the com- 
mittee was to meet the promises of aid which had been made and we 
doled out our income in small amounts dividing it among those hav- 
ing promises as we felt the circumstances demanded. It was the 
close of the second year of the quadrennium before we had them 
well in hand. Our next move was to liquidate our indebtedness and 
our third task was to push to completion as rapidly as possible the 
unfinished enterprises on our hands. We were able by the close of 
the third year of the quadrennium to meet most of our outstanding 
obligations and during the last year have made a number of new 
loans. The closing days of the fiscal year were such as to place this 
society in a position where, in the year to come, it will be able to 
grant an increased number of loans. 


Special Conference Co-operation. 

It is needless for me to say that the adoption of a policy not to 
grant new loans until our financial affairs had somewhat readjusted 
wrought a hardship in many conferences. Programs had been pro- 
mulgated and enterprises were on the way which had to be carried 
on to completion or much might be lost, In response to this situa- 
tion the secretary of the department proposed a plan to aid such 
conferences as felt this pressing need. The plan was most thoroughly 
discussed by our executive committee and by them approved and 
referred to the executive committee of the finance commission which 
in turn authorized its application in a few of the conferences; Kan- 
sas, Northern Illinois, lowa, and Lower Wabash availed themselves 
of this plan. The plan in brief is that the Church Erection Society 
would raise such sized fund as the conference directed with the 
understanding that whatever was raised was to be loaned and re- 
loaned exclusively in that conference for a period of fifteen years 
after which it would automatically pass to the general fund. Under 
this plan, $20,000, if loaned and reloaned for fifteen years and was 
always refunded promptly would give the conference $100,000 to 
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loan in these fifteen years. The plan was not only a great blessing 
to the conferences but was also a paying plan for the Church 
Erection Society as mortuary notes (which under the agreement did 
not become a part of the conference fund) are being written in such 
amounts as to more than cover the cost of the canvass. 


Present Financial Conditions. 


You will see the Treasurer’s report for a detailed statement of the 
finances, but it will be timely in this connection to call attention to 
some of the outstanding facts. Having surrendered our field man it 
would not be expected that we would be able to largely increase our 
assets, but the treasurer’s report will show that the assets have been 
increased $62,565.36 for the quadrennium. The assets would been 
considerably increased above these figures but for the gift fund 
which has been in operation for the first time in the history of the 
society; perhaps as much as $15,000 has been given away and thus 
lost to the assets. 

The Treasurer’s report will show that we are closing the year 
with more than $50,000 in the treasury, a condition so unusual that 
it needs explanation, About $20,000 belongs to churches to whom 
promises had been made and who did not happen to call for their 
loans before we closed the books. Several thousand dollars be- 
long to special funds and are not available as general loan funds. 
The great bulk of this amount came in the last month of the fiscal 
year. More than $42,000 coming in during that month and ninety 
per cent. of that came in on the last two days of the fiscal year, 
perhaps the most money that ever came into the Church Erection 
treasury in the same length of time. { Applause.] The balance looks 
large, and is large, but it must be considered that it was secured as 
the result of an unusual campaign for the return of old loans and as 
the income from that source for the coming year will be greatly de- 
creased we will have to depend on this balance largely for the finan- 
cial resources for the coming year. 


Over-Due Loans. 


The heading of this section must be very familiar by this time 
to every member of this General Conference. I have talked about 
it at every Board meeting during the quadrennium; I have talked 
about it at almost every conference I attended; I have written about 
it in the Telescope in issue after issue; I have written hundreds ot 
private letters about it to pastors, conference superintendents, 
Bishops, and laymen. In short, I have left nothing undone that 
I could think of that would fix that phrase ‘‘over-due loan” thor- 
oughly in all our minds and to have the whole Church see it as 
the cause of much of our distress. But even at that, I do not think 
I have overdrawn the’ picture. 

At the close of this quadrennium we have $200,000 standing out 
in loans. Most of our loans are returnable in five years, some a little 
longer and some in shorter time. On an average of five years we 
should receive $40,000 from this source alone. The first year of the 
quadrennium we received from this source $12,185; the second year, 
$20,115; the third year, $24,945, making a total of $57,245 for the 
three years when we should have received $120,000. This shows 
that there was $63,000 which was not circulating according to 
good Church Erection theory. That $63,000 would have started 
something like thirty new United Brethren churches and as our 
history shows that we get six dollars in property for every dollar 
we loan it means that the United Brethren Church is $375,000 
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poorer that it ought to be. These figures are based on average re- 
turns, but when I tell you that at the close of the third year of the 
quadrennium, instead of the churches being $63,000 behind as in- 
dicated by average returns, they were actually $125,000 behind their 
payments, then you have a different situation. That $125,000 
which was due Church Erection on April 1, 1916; would have 
started fifty new churches and would have given us more than 
$700,000 worth of property more than we then had. Now, brethren, 
when you take into consideration the sharp competition we must 
meet as one of the smaller denominations and that because of this 
competition it is necessary to make every dollar count in order to 
enter the open doors that confront us everywhere, it must be evident 
to every one that this is too much energy to lose. This over-due 
loan situation had the most careful study of your secretary, your 
executive committee, and the Board of Managers during the quad- 
rennium and we believe that we have made some headway in its 
solution, as comparison of the figures for the years of the quad- 
rennium will show. At one time our over-due loans amounted. to 
$125,000, or sixty-two and one-half per cent. of our entire out- 
standing loans. : : 

At the Board meeting of 1916, the Board was fully convinced that 
the case would have to have careful treatment. From the very be- 
ginning of the history of the society, all notes given by churches 
for their loans have been written so as to draw interest after maturity 
and in some cases from date of note. It seemed that the idea that 
the Church Erection Society loaned money without interest had re- 
ceived a most literal interpretation and the Church had almost come 
to believe that once you got a loan you could have it as long as you 
wanted it and would never need to pay interest. I believe I can 
truthfully say to this General Conference that it was this idea that 
was more responsible than any other one thing for the condition of 
our loans. At the last Board meeting all churches were notified that 
interest would be required on over-due loans but in view of the 
fact that churches had permitted their loans to run so long past 
due that more than $25,000 of interest had accrued on these loans, 
all churches were given until April 1, 1917, to meet their principal, 
which, if they met in full, their interest would be forgiven. This 
is what produced the phenomenal debt-paying week at the close of the 
last fiscal year and the insistence that churches must pay interest 
if they keep the money beyond the time agreed upon, will also pro- 
duce a more general disposition to meet loans when due. 

Now, I am not foolish enough to believe that we can come to the 
place where every loan will be returned exactly on time, yet I am 
sanguine enough to believe that we can make great improvements 
and I desire to call your attention to some things it seems to me 
will have to be’ done. 

1. The Church must clarify its policy on the interest question. 
I believe it is right not to charge interest provided the loan is re- 
funded promptly as agreed by the local church when the loan is 
made. But Iam also thoroughly convinced that it should be the un- 
derstood policy of the Church that where loans are permitted to run 
past time agreed upon for their refunding, that an interest charge of 
six per cent. be made. I am well aware of the argument that in many 
cases the Church Erection Society must put in first money or we 
could not enter many places at all. I am heartily agreed with the 
statement of fact at that point, but the way to enter these places is 
not from the loan fund. The Church must establish in some way 
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a. gift fund so that when we go into a new city we can purchase a 
lot and make it a gift to the young congregation. But in the ab- 
sence of a gift fund we have been compelled to use the loan fund 
which is in reality a trust fund and the Church cannot afford to play 
fast and loose with these trust funds. This makes it necessary for 
the society to require the return of these funds advanced which the 
young congregation cannot do until the loan is long past due, Now, 
how shall we overcome this difficulty? In another place I speak of 
the necessity of large increase of Church Erection funds. My judg- 
ment is that the assets of the society should be pushed up to the 
half million mark as early as possible. When the loan assets reach 
a half-million, then the entire receipts from the budget should go into 
a gift fund. But we must not wait until we reach that half million 
mark to make a beginning; I suggest that the society set aside $5,000 
for a gift fund for the first year of the new quadrennium and that 
thereafter $5,000 be added to the gift fund for every $50,000 added 
to the assets of the society and it is hoped that by the close of the 
quadrennium we might have available $20,000 annually for the gift 
fund. If you will do this you will take a long stride in solving the 
over-due loan question. 

2. Greater care should be taken by the society to get into closer 
touch with the local church seeking aid. Our present constitution 
provides that the official board or quarterly conference must pass 
upon all applications, but this does not seem to bring the secretary 
in sufficiently close contact. I believe the General Secretary should 
meet with the local board and talk over with them the whole mat- 
ter of the loan, interest, financial plans, terms of refunding, etc. Of 
course, the Secretary cannot do this where distance is prohibitive. 
This would mean some added expense for the administration of the 
department but an expense well made and which could be met. by 
charging a flat rate of ten dollars per thousand or fraction thereof 
on all loans made by the society, same to be deducted from the face 
of the loan. 

3. The local board should be compelled to submit final plans both 
for the structure itself and for financing its erection, to the execu- 
tive committee ofthe society for approval. Failure on the part of 
the local church to do so before proceeding with their buildings 
should automatically relieve the Church ‘Erection Society from any 
promises it may have made to°that particular enterprise. 

4. After all details have been finally worked out, then a care- 
fully worked out article of agreement embodying all phases of any 
particular loan and let this agreement be put up in duplicate so that 
both the Church Hrection’ Society and the local board of trustees 
will know definitely just what each has promised to do. The orig- 
inal application for a loan cannot contain the details of the loan 
and unless some such agreement as I suggest here is provided, all 
will be left to memory and in a few months all have forgotten their 
respective parts. Most loans are negotiated by pastors and unless 
trustees are thus brought face to face with all the details ofthe loan 
in an agreement which they must sign, when time of payment comes 
they will quite generally say, “‘That was not our understanding of the 
matter.” One of the most embarrassing things we have had to 
meet has been the contention of local boards that they had been made 
special verbal promises which in the absence of any written agree- 
ment we were helpless to deny. The written agreement puts an end 
to these contentions and makes’ loans easier to collect. 
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5. It has long been the desire of the management of the society 
to come to the place where loans could be made to pay last bills. 
This policy has been introduced in a limited way during the quad- 
rennium and the results are more than gratifying. One loan under 
this policy is now maturing and payments are being made very much 
in advance of the time specified for their payment. Where it has 
not been possible to apply it directly we have used a modified form 
of it by advancing our loan in sections to be matched by like amounts 
by the local church and by the time our last advance is made the 
church is paid for and our loan the only claim against the church. 
I am very sure this has been good as a policy for it has compelled 
churches to hustle in money before the completion of the church 
when it is So much easier to get money than after the dedication is 
Over. 

6. The final step in the prompt return of loans is the manner in 
which the building of the church is followed up by the local con- 
gregation. It not infrequently occurs that after dedication there 
is a strong tendency for churches to ‘‘rest from their labors” and not 
take much thought until the mail brings a reminder that the first 
payment is due. It has been suggested that the society should em- 
ploy a man whose duty it would be to camp on the ground where we 
have loans until they were paid. I cannot agree with this policy. It 
seems to me that it is the duty of the Bishop and conference super- 
intendent to protect the loan by the appointment of a pastor suited 
to that particular task. The first three years after the church is 
dedicated are the most important years to that church so far as the 
loan is concerned. If the pastor takes no interest in the loan and 
does not look after collections, in nine cases out-of ten you are going 
to have trouble with the loan and the growth of the church will be 
greatly retarded. 

I trust that this Conference will sound a clear note on the neces- 
sity of prompt return of loans and if any of these recommendations 
seem to you to aid in that direction, then it is hoped they may have 
your hearty approval. 

The Ross Farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Ross, of Havana, Kansas, had provided in 
their will that after their death the Church Erection Society should 
come into possession of their farm of 1,640 acres of land and a 
house and lot in Havana. After Mr. Ross’ death, Mrs. Ross deeded 
1,400 acres to the society for an annuity consideration, the deed hav- 
ing been made near the close of the preceding quadrennium. Early 
in this quadrennium Mrs. Ross also died and the entire estate came 
into our possession. Oil operations were being conducted sufficiently 
near to afford some hope that oil might be discovered in paying 
quantities. The present management never shared the idea that the 
farm should be retained for agricultural development but he did 
believe that the society should not part with the land until it had 
been thoroughly tested out for oil. During the quadrennium some 
wells have been drilled but without results. Those holding leases 
surrendered them and the board at the 1916 meeting ordered its 
sale. Just as we were closing the books for the year a telegram 
from our agent, Rev. C. R. Fralick, notified us that the property had 
been sold for $30,000 cash, thus making Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Ross 
the largest givers to the cause of Church Erection of any in the de- 
nomination.: [Applause.] It may be interesting to you to state that 
the Board agreed that this $30,000 should hereafter be known as 
the Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Ross Fund, 
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The Lot Fund, 

The constitution of the society was changed at the last session so 
as to instruct the Board of Managers to set apart some portion of 
the income coming to the society from the budget offerings to be 
used as a lot fund. The Board has been setting aside $2,500 an- 
nually for this purpose and this action has been a great blessing 
to the Church. We have endeavored to make good use of the fund 
and it has been considerably augumented by special gifts secured 
through the office. The Executive Committee has used this fund 
to establish ourselves in new fields. My recommendation is that you 
order $5,000 annually to be set aside for this fund this coming 
quadrenninum and that an additional $5,000 be added annually for 
every $50,000 added to the assets of the society. 


Annuities. 

A new policy has been introduced during the quadrennium with 
respect to our annuities. It has been the custom of the society to 
loan our annuity funds without interest just as regular funds were 
loaned. This made considerable of a drain on the assets and power 
of the society. For a part of the quadrennium we were paying an- 
nuity interest on $50,000 which meant about $2,500 paid out in in- 
terest, or enough to start one or two new churches. The new policy 
adopted was to the effect that the society should loan the annuity 
fund out at five per cent. interest. This policy was not to apply to 
annuity funds already loaned to churches, but only to the new an- 
nuities coming to the society. Under this policy we have already 
made some loans and the plan has proved very satisfactory to both 
the society and the churches receiving the aid. At this time we are 
paying interest on about $30,000 under the old policy of the society. 


The Golden: Jubilee, 


The Church Erection Society will be fifty years old in May, 1919, 
and it would seem to be a fitting thing to properly celebrate this 
great occasion. The Board of Managers at their annual meet- 
ing of 1916, considered the matter and unanimously approved the 
suggestion. A special committee appointed by the Board of Managers, 
consisting of two Bishops and five conference superintendents, have 
also given to the suggestion its hearty approval. The recommenda- 
tion of the General Secretary and of the Board is that the fiftieth — 
anniversary of the society’s organization be celebrated by the raising 
of $200,000 in new funds, this campaign for new funds to be com- 
pleted within the quadrennium, It is also recommended that at the 
Thanksgiving season of 1919, the society plan for a great birthday 
party for the society in which churches and Sunday schools shall 
render a public program in the interest of this great department, 
and make a free will offering to the Golden Jubilee Fund. tes 
sincerely hoped that this suggestion will have the cordial sympathy 
and approval of this General Conference, for it will mean so much to 
the success of our Zion. 


Reorganization. 

It became necessary during the quadrennium to readjust some of 
the administrative machinery of the society. An entirely new system 
of application blanks were gotten out and we are really proud of 
them, and we believe justly so. I have seen all the blanks used by 
the various societies and none are better and few (if any) as good 
as ours. We had no record of the loans that had been made by the 
society except as found in the journals of the Hixecutive Committee 
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meetings. After much labor these were all tabulated and classified 
and put in permanent form. They are classified by years when 
granted, by conferences, by States, and as to whether they are par- 
sonage or church loans, thus making all information as to the loans 
of the society easily accessible. A system of orders and records of 
all orders on the treasurer has been introduced so that the Secretary 
is familiar at all times with the status of the society’s funds. A new 
system of receipting has also been introduced. The constitution of 
the society provides that the Board of Managers may adopt by-laws 
for the management of the business of the society. While the Board 
from time to time has given administrative instructions, yet these 
had never been formally systematized and put in any printed form. 
Under the direction of the executive committee a Manual of Ad- 
ministration has been prepared which embodies the general admin- 
istrative regulations of the society. It has been the aim of the 
management to bring the administration of the business of the so- 
ciety to as high a state of efficiency as possible. 


Recommendations. 

I have no recommendations looking to any change in the con- 
stitution of the society as set forth in the Discipline of the Church. 
The recommendations made in the body of this report are adminis- 
trative and if approved by you will become part of the Manual of 
Administration. 

Personal, ; 

I only pause to say in a closing word that I have given my full 
time to the work of the department and brought to its administration 
the best thought I had, and if any measure of success has attended 
our efforts, let all praise be to Him ‘‘whose we are and whom we 
serve.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. C. SIDDALL, 
General Secretary. 


Tur PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure as to this report? 

Rev. F. M. TrestrermMAn, of Kansas Conference. I move this report be 
referred to the Church Erection Committee. 

Seconded by Mr. Ruebush. Adopted, and so referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. What about the Treasurer’s report at this time? 

Dr. S. C. Enck. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Kephart will preside this afternoon, business 
beginning at 2: 00 o’clock, and the report on Education and the Seminary will 
appear as the special order at 3: 00 o’clock, with the home missionary pro- 
gram this evening. 

The motion to adjourn was then put and carried. Benediction by Doctor 
Huber. 


THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
SaTuRDAY, May 12, 1917. 
The third day afternoon session of the General Conference convened at 
2: 00 o’clock, Bishop C. J. Kephart presiding. 
F. N. Munch, of Northern Illinois Conference, led in singing “Wonderful 
words of life,” and A. J. Mitchell and Miss Mellie Perkins led in prayer, 
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THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the report of Treasurer Miller on Church 


$254,306.08 
3,076.07 


Erection. 
L. O. Mitier, Treasurer. I will give you only some of the important 
items. 
REPORT OF TREASURER, CHURCH ERECTION SOCIETY. 
RECEIPTS. 
Generate Pund: collections! 405 so oe ens eee $ 59,759.36 
Church and Parsonage loans returned........... 123,774.60 
ADAPTEC VPM ECS cee Sete onal sate oe ee ee cee 7,100.00 
Contingent -notesspaidi Sas ne ee ee 16,995.25 
TNTOKOStS Et eee eae Acetate ea Se ae eae 882.57 
Interests! to Lote Mundie: eae ee eae ee 352.18 
Rents: from -realtestates. 34) Be ea es 1,629.37 
Borrowedtmoneyrts: ste: ee ee etna 10,000.00 
Bequestsis. actus Ss eee ed bop nee eee eee 18,388.72 
Receipts from Ross Warn ..22..-0 se ee 4,585.78 
He SMBOrenz aroyaltyais tins cee peta eee ee 39.03 
C. R. Fralick, special to Ross Farm............. 745.73 
Kansas Mund *Alecount,. 2% chs, casiiee ete eet 3,583.78 
Northern Illinois Fund........ Wh ae aR omen 1,319.35 
Towatstate nung oe cual he ecko morn tees nearer eae ire 652.00 
OWeL, Wabash und, ete or fe. Ge eer een oop ee 800.82 
SPECIAL DelLOl iii. oc uwceco ne ee teee etn ee ee eee 100.00 
Special MINE We WexICOs 0 oe bk es eee oe a Siw fe By5483 
Colorado Springs *Specialo 2 42 oe eee 815.66 
nampa loridial 56h. 5 SS acdsee cL Sate cay ce 383.00 
Edith= McCurdy, Memorial: Mund. -.5 2452. «1. we 500.00 
Specials toi Seattle: Aes cos cory pon ene ears Amar ca a 159.65 
Specialsto, Montana. Wy. 5 suc wayscc semen eee mea 1,311.00 
Cashvonshands April tel.9 ts eee ee 
TOCAI seco es syer cies WEstays LE eS Dune oe 


$257,382.15 
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EXPENDITURES. 


wWhurch and Parsonage loans... <..< 270% .- 2s... 
SrtiniiivaGtit s1Oall ses. oo AM es ee eas 
Salaries of General Secretary and Treasurer...... 


Traveling expense of Officers and Board......... 
Salary and travel of Field Agents.............. 
Annuities and interests paid................... 
NEG CCCI S ee SE ST ear ee a ae 
erinting, and supplies. .....5 4.64... % cateeeene sige 
Postage, telephone, telegrams, etc.............. 
Office furniture and furnishings............... 
PePeOrNeve ANG SCOUT: (COStS: 2266s caesieie whee edwdeeiee 
MAS COMANCOUS IFCMISs 25 Sele a5 (so 6. ard ole ese wathe Wiel ove 
SOM VOMTMMO INE SUBS grays ta sca ciis teat GMa ie) ois ShiccSho ts fo wi ek Sola ten 
maxes, insurance, and repairs. ...<..........6.0- 
SUeeMITG= tO), CONTETENCES =. 2.5 5s oes ee ele sc ele ge os 
Polorado Springs, special... .......c05.0560000 088 
PRO WHINLCXICO; SPECIAN So 0s ccs s orbus os 5's see ve bee whee 
mdith MeCurdy Memorial Fund........ 0.0066. 
PCR MSC CIAL Meer tice cio hoe ee, week ete ote che the te teswtene 
MEAL Dae OTIG As SDCCIAI «9. onci site eis eed dusvete’s a ate sane 
POU RONVE CU ADONEY: 4.045.900 6 2k ous 6. eb, ae. 65.0 0 8 08 
fnpLoOVeMments. to. Property... s-.<.< 25 Si6 oe be 6 oe nes 
SECC ONEUO- SCALTIC Haste ava soe cS diepe: ao.» bevel dts oleae 
IMS ORVERON Siete 2 loti 579m aioli: Nap @ doe) nies tb»: ere eues ane 
Bete Gra DCL AS POCIAE oe c-chshs cis are e se 5. op eta. ls 0 6 wiles 0 oilers 
mot Mund, INterest YTetUrMNed ... fc 6 sis 0 ce oo ote B 
mome= Mission COUNCI ..5 woe lk tee eee ee es 
C. R. Fralick, special deposit, Ross Farm........ 
Ger bp ralick, Agent, Ross Warm... ..........0.66 
Mary Gray, refund annuity .«....... ceciwse dese 
SETI aOULLOL: 7Ote HUNG: <6) 06 sie ie sa ek oe 6 Sk owe 
Distribution of Finance Commission............ 


Total for quadrennium......%...2%600% 0s 
@ashvon hand: Mareh-31, 19U7. wie se ee 8 


$120,170.55 
1,100.00 
10,290.00 
3,930.12 
5,141.85 
9,318.02 
3,213.60 
2,559.96 
1,313.61 
404.68 
725.92 
147.34 
1,119.00 
1,111.40 


1,913.35 © 


198.10 
340.00 
1,000.00 


9,852.55 
1,282.75 
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$203,148.86 
54,233.29 


$257,382.15 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 


General Fund 
collections 


1914 


Ch. and Parson- 


age loans ret. 
Annuity gifts.. 


Contingent 
notes paid... 

Interests 

Interest to Lot 
Fund 


cee ee 


ee ee eee 


7,329.75 


Rents from real 


estate 
Specials to Par- 


sonage Fund . 


Borrowed 
money 
Special to 
Seattle 
Bequests 
Special to 
Montana 
Receipts from 


Ross Farm... 


KE. S. Lorenz, 
royalty 
C. R. Fralick, 
spec, Ross Fm 
Kansas Fund 
account 
Special to 
Detroit 
Special to New 
Mexico 
Northern 
Illinois Fund. 
Lower Wabash 
Fund 


Colorado Spr’gs 
special. .c. f40 on. 

Tampa, Fla., . 
specialest:.....5. 
Edith McCurdy 
Memorial 


Totals 


eho: der helie! tehie 


43.60 
10,000.00 


, 159.65 
1,316.00 


One ef0) a) ary be ee aie 


Ce 


eT 


© 0 0 eNete 0 ns ejene 6 6 6 


ON Ble os (e108 ere: 0 B10 6 0 


‘6 [a (ee) (0) 6 8) © 


emeller ee: is) els. s 


Sie di ove Je. Bele vee 


12,185.40 
6,800.00 


68.60 


1,147.37 


1915 


20,115.35 
200.00 


5,364.00 
221.10 


20.00 
114.00 
13.30 


Calne telie acre: 6: 


3,540.52 
1,160.00 
1,895.82 
24.48 
497.20 


in t-al uiite ian. er ce tm, 


eee ee ewe 
mous felis, ip 4, alte: 


er ry 


1916 


24,945.43 
100.00 


2,637.40 
229.14 


175.00 


4,565.26 
36.00 
198.30 
14.55 
30.45 
143.25 


erpite: fe, a) en euie) 


er 
Cr ry 


CU Yor Ser Ti Tim nC} 


1917 


66,528.42 


1,664.10 
363.73 


193.00 


8,966.94 
115.00 
2,491.66 
218.08 
3,440.53 


a6 6, wife fete fee 


1,319.35 


800.82 
“ 652.00 


815.66 
383.00 
500.00 





ee ee we ee oe 


Total 


.- - $12,624.27 $15,830.88 $16,005.32 $ 15,298.89 $ 59,759.36 


123,774.60 
7,100.00 


16,995.25 
882.57 


352.18 
1,629.37 
56.90 
10,000.00 


159.65 
18,388.72 


1,311.00 
4,585.78 
39.03 
745.73 
3,583.78 
100.00 
371.33 
1,319.35 


800.82 
652.00 


815.66 
383.00 
500.00. 


-.- $52,006.82 $48,996.65 $49,551.43 $103,751.18 $254.306.08 
Cash on hand, March 31, 1913.... 


3,076.07 


$257,382.15 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES 
1914 1915 1916 1917 Total 
Church & Par- me 


sonage loans .$35,976.10 $18,715.30 $19,540.10 $ 45,939.05 $120,170.55 
Salaries of Gen. 

Sec’y. & Treas. 2,577.50 2,595.00 2,567.50 2,550.00 10,290.00 
Trav. Exp. of 


Officers & Bd. 954.32 957.24 1,214.08 804.48 3,930.12 
Salary of Field ) 
 Ag’ts & Travel ASW Ate ear. jhe tots 784.84 3,874.27 5,141.85 
MONEE OAR eo we eee 1,100.00 1,100.00 


Annuities and 
interests ‘paid 3,987.44 2,473.73 1,558.45 1,298.40 9,318.02 


Clerical help .. 740.00 843.95 - 824.65 805.00 3,213.60 
_ Ptg. and Supplies 648.78 848.26 545.27 517.65 2,559.96 
Postage, teleph., 
telegrams, etc. 351.39 307-2 Tex 355.33 299.62 i bed bee yr 
Office furniture 
 & furnishings SO eR aes eae oc ee : 103.75 198.75 404.68 
_Attorney and 
- court costs... 177.05 207.43 167.69 £73.75 T2592 
‘Miscellaneous . 33.30 16.20 52.24 45.60 147.34 
ments... 2. Ss 200.00 200.00 375.00 344.00 1,119.00 
Taxes, insurance 
/ and repairs .. 263.64 379.00 200.17 268.59 1,111.40 
‘Refund to con- g 
' ferences ..... MOMs Meats a cea or Vem e . RNEN A aig itr ae 1,913.35 
‘New Mexico, 
TOC IAs ee By ir ie! SAOLOO is ae Se 340.00 
BeeLTOll, SPeCCiab. 0. se ciss eo Pe chee ws LO OSO Gee Ser te: 100.00 
Borrowed money 2,500.00 7,500.00 6.0 O00 Olsen ess 16,000.00 
Improvements 

to properties. 1,329.34 2,893.02 TUB Toe eh ee 5,004 
Special, Seattle TOT ee eee heres, anne te. ye eM as Oat hey 169.65 
Men’s Congress 50.00 LO OO ee io cas on eee eee 60.00 
Dr. Gabel, spec. SOI SG oy Sci SS GRO UM, 5 alls aE Oe git fo aeys 375.00 
Lot Fund, in- 

terest returned UP SOROO Ms Bia ccs tee ee eaten Se et hibcde eee 130.00 


C. R. Fralick, 
spec. deposit, 





Ross Farm... SO Oma et ER a note, ee ok Oe 2,230.84 2,627.86 
Mary Gray, re- 

mind annuity... .. ss. PoC OE pe a SM Geet a eRe 6 2,800.00 
Paid out of 

| CLOAT ATE 1 e eR 1,400.00 6,530.88 1,921.67 9,852.55 
Distribution Fi- 

BPATCORCOM ete ae fh. tersie sasha es eon ae - 875.00 407.75 1,282.75 
C. R. Fralick, 

BECO aah Gan: yt ste eee So teas ip Aen eer oe 351.07 351.07 
Home Mission 

Mouncil..... SEES RR OROIE SIS TOS NEM ett BODE aac ND Coa acr Son OPA 28.37 28.37 
Edith McCurd 

i onoriat ah is Mees réng de oll ORT IRS eee ne es 1,000.00 1,000.00 
aye eis TP SY CS aaa BP RR orc riety 373.00 373.00 
MORES DE SOOO lin crs cick» <3 ace cl enepeaaeee ae eect gatas 198.10 198.10 
Totals for oe Ae LES 
quadrennium $53,358.80 $42,146.40 $42,913.70 $ 64,729.96 $203,148.86 

MaAshtonshandseMarehusid Ol (eee oe 7 .te. bene caw eiayaisio,s wend 54,233.29 


$257,382.15 


182 


CHURCH ERECTION COLLECTIONS BY CONFERENCES 
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FOR QUADRENNIUM ENDING MARCH 31, 1917. 


Allegheny ...... 
California ~..°. 2: .. 
Colorado: . 5... 33%. 
Columbia River .. 
East Ohio ...... 


East Pennsylvania 


Hast Tennessee .. 
DD) o Cope meen santas 
Georgia-Florida. . 
Indiana cc) st sieieace 
Kansas ........ 
Kentucky: =. 2.55. 
Iowa State ...... 
Louisiana ...... 
Lower Wabash .. 
MTA Stave tiers 
Michigan ....... 
Minnesota ...... 
Missouri ....... 
Montana ....... 
Northern Illinois. 
Nebraska ....... 
New Mexico ..... 
Ohio German . 
Oklahoma ...... 
ORC PONE 5.722548 hs 
Pennsylvania ... 
StS“ JOSeDR ss aa ee 
Sandusky ...... 
SoH ORIO © ioe 
Vareinia ign cs. 
West Tennessee 
West Virginia .. 
White River 
Wisconsin ...... 
PAETACA IS es ieee scenes 
Specials ........ 
Unclassified 


Totals. ...$12,624.27 $15,830.88 $16,005.32 $15,298.89 $59,759.34 


1914 1915 1916 LOL. Total 
964.92 $ 1,298.14 $ 1,317.99 $ 1,310.00 $ 4,891.05 
206.48 281.38 110.29 258.52 856.5 

34.82 89.32 70.88 78.00 273.0 
30.70 91.22 76.49 74.89 273.3 
576.04 898.69 757.08 764.24 2,996.0 
coon 1,532.94 1,612.29 1,683.97 5,988.0 
76.59 59.95 43.18 54.78 234.50 
233.20 301.43 281.75 285.63 1,102.01 
45.45 29.08 28.77 18.50 121.808 
241.48 182.08 152.29 165.75 741.60 
621.09 711.93 774.93 806.27 2,914.22 
.35 6.22 Duco 1 wow eee 8.8 
249.65 578.02 522.88 527.73 -1,878.28 
5.30 39.58 25.26 17.69 87.83 
268.00 408.99 354.99 335.75 1,367.73 
1,011.14 1205-94: 1,158.92 1,150.00 4,525.9 
70.18 52.09 34.96 69.40 226.63 
62.70 38.77 76.22 62.73 240.42 
81.60 78.89 77.09 92.48 330.0 Gi 
2.25 .98 tee ena) 14.05 
698.10 632.11 594.58 610.00 2,534.79 
234.87 553.32 427.99 535.23 1,751.4 
24.87 13.78 17.06 15.63 71.34 
198.15 170.27 186.26 149.10 703.78 
106.98 92.80 84.37 83.09 367.24 
94.10 102.69 111.18 105.17 413.14 

1,030.38 1,228.17 1,524.52 1,480.75 5,263.82 
752.32 878.27 793.84 877.14 3,301.5 

1,290.49 1,506.90 1,300.80 1,329.70 5,427.89 
495.20 906.08 578.62 531.10 2,511.00 
368.91 354.69 326.23 336.68 1,386.5 

16.55 9.44 E09 5.09 42.1 
414.54 286.33 280.80 274.00 1,255.6 
459.24 634.53 621.31 664.99 2,380.0 
129,85 145.68 126.58 135.57 537.68 

s) Sioa ates tells din ems ieWc eel mpm Riau ie Rare eeeernot 3.54) 
SERIO yee OILS Siene SiGe OD ae gates ters 36.0¢ 
368.59 430.21 1,500.35 400.22 2,699.3 
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DISTRIBUTION OF CHURCH AND PARSONAGE LOANS 
FOR THE QUADRENNIUM 
Allegheny: 
McalLlord Pennsylvanian wie p wile ce $ 2,500.00 
Una Pounsylyaiia, vast hee we 1,500.00. 
McKeesport, PenNSVivanins see eeea ef 3,000.00 $ 7,000.00 
california: . 
HAIN EO, MCALOMNIA «<5 bcos oale cle ie es $ 800.00 § 800.00 
Solorado: 
PATNI EL OD pets as sgso2be tae Scat yee. i atk $ 1,000.00 
COlOraAg On SPriire hc.) cee hee BiG hee eo 449.25 $ 1,449.25 
poimbia River: 
Spokane, Washington, First (Ins.)....... $ 1,012.60 $ 1,012.60 
met Ohio: 
MAM SMGIG wer ce aa nat ate tee $ 540.00 
ClevelaniaeTrinitys ox. 6 ck So ee RS 959.33 
Cleveland, . Lakewood... 4... 05 0 hbo ee 5,000.00 $ 6,499.33 
fast Pennsylvania: 
Norte Philadelphia. oo o285 2s eee ae 2,800.00 
| MOMESLOM Ah ey a oI cS oho See 2 ct 360.00 
Pamela Dame mos Bee fi eee Nas eel 7,000.00 §$ 10,160.00 
pres a Ss, 
last Tennessee: 
| LEGSO 3 cB VS): RAE soe eR a a a pe eS $ 38,000.00 $ 3,000.00 
| N 
trie: 
: PoMDE ALORS ENE ie WOOT Ket oi fs dak op cake ccs <eY gue eh ck we $ 63,300.00 $ 3,300.00 
| 
‘eorgia-Florida: 
NWVAYCLOSE AG COTE IAG) afk. oo oa iatnhe ape $ 600.00 
Himestone,, Mlorida: 0.6 fod lk oe oe eke 500.00 $ 1,100.00 
: pia tee. Sram) 
diana: 
OSOMVLLObeimeduesaesre hee an tees ee kee Sauk 6 ees $ 800.00 
NG Uae AN DANNY; Oo erates che cee To nae ic ot sce Mecar wii ee oa 2,500.00 
EcuLat Aree ANCL A Si. ct ovate aap el coe aon hee a ecéve 600.00 $ 3,900.00 
y SE 
wa 
) MU POPL OG 68 o'sh Pe ob tS as nash Dedencd wdeen $ 2,000.00 
) COVA PICO Toe se ancls Coa ie Sache Geese a: seoniwre oe ad eee 22.50 
| INO 03 TG a ea na caryececet ache Baa Co ee Rare aero 500.00 $ 2,522.50 
ansas: ; 
WWaNSas City. IGANSAS wasters ole cid os oltes eis .e.c $ 67,000.00 
COLOR A Outereee o «ccc ke ie, eraisteinpeiedetscecsuewelase, fours 2,576.14 
BV VAT CHEE Ia re niae Pets, oe re panenegebs sass eaten: secs wa aimee. 6 2,600.00 
BAW OT C Orie ae eee ick woot wat seer elpua see enaun ae. 2,000.00 
CHANUGCR. <2, 550 resets aatieambaie eras) catel sere se 4,400.00 $ 18,576.14 
Se Ciumbia Rien Palau ieMeane eee Merewey node AE $ 300.00 $ 300.00 
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Lower Wabash: 


East: St. Louis, Tllinoisccger seks Oe else oe $ 64,000.00 

Mt: Vernon; UlNimOis\. (sco) cre wees sce oho 2,000.00 
Louisiana: 

Prairie) MOUsiaNar. cscs ore receie eo oeememens $ 200.00 
Miami: 

Dayton, High Street... . 2%. gate cee $ 462.50 

Dayton, -Riverdale .. 0.22. ~ is ieee 2,300.00 

GarrmonteOMO sae 2 ciseene alate olan omoers 500.00 
Michigan: 

Grand Rapids sco sates ae bees Seer rneeae ans $ 480.00 

Grand Rapids, Wyoming Park........... 1,500.00 

DOE OLE arise ine cee ed ace Se ete el oe alt Spee 10,500.00 
Minnesota: 

Minn ea poliss ..ras.ccens ht aucve siete er eey elm ater sitenen $ 61,000.00 
Montana: 

Golyan 02S. e CR ee eee $ 500.00 

Reach, NorthiDakotal geiiccc cha sees nee ers 500.00 

INA) C2 bs: suteosate swateuterene ters. cette melipaei an eea Fi en emrean iS 1,500.00 

ASAT IV TOT 5e. 5, cle <ebe BER Cohen oe Ge treed eel ine 108.60 

PPAVISI ace es ete eae Pidices oS ie ioe oo) oe 150.00 
Missouri: 

Brookfield Pw Sora ace eet rare eet ee ts $ 63,000.00 
New Mexico: 

Wide Onu MOU weiccm cca coe sctenetieueued cig Ramone $ 1,000.00 

Santae: Crwzi tec ie nisi cite ties tees slew Si swtamnemeile 1,500.00 
Northern Illinois: 

BIOOMIN SCO Me haze aia ee apse tte et op ei aat $ 64,675.00 
Ohio German: 

DaytOn;, GOLA ies cote ner ce atten star lon ont eie $ 4,000.00 
Oregon: 

VANCOUV EL! ai oncecceaneuena et aiereu eee con eaatsioeeire miGioes $ 2,000.00 

Seattle). cj. gc kas eee eesy emereeee ' 6,802.13 
Southeast Ohio: 

MAN CASter sles erensnetens hekakewencmetenel ue eeeweN eae ae $ 1,275.00 

VESTER VIO cote retest netct een saseste “eo cko-e aoe 997.50 
Sandusky: 

Bucyrus,cwOHRIOg.-. 05 oss eee ean eae $ 61,250.00 

Bremont-Ohio ss. ok.) ae Gee ee 1,150.00 
St. Joseph: 

iO) A ced UE: hl Hameo nage PO Gt rt STARR He nN Lol $ 61,500.00 
West Tennessee: 

Nash villetet ae ree a cats oe a os ace eee $ 300.00 

Clarksville ts Oe Mrahepooie ts ene enone 250.00 
Wisconsin: 

BLOOMED ies ccene ween ane Eee ee eee $ 500.00 


$ 6,000.00 


$ 200.00 


$ 3,262.50 


12,480.00 
$ 1,000.00 | 
$ 2,758.60 | 
$ 3,000.00 - 
$ 2,500.00 


$ 4,675.00 | 


$ 64,000.00 


$ 8,802.13 | 


$ 2,272.50 


$ 2,400.00 

$ 1,500.00. 

$ 550.00 
$ 500.00 





$115,520.55 
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PRESENT CONDITIONS—COMPARISONS. 
Church Loans: 
Amount of mortgage loans, April 1, 1913..$203,918.83 


185 


$318,139.38 


$127,933.30 





Loans made during the quadrennium..... 114,220.55 

Loans returned during the quadrennium.. - $118,858.65 

Passed; to protit and -loss. 22: £47. 6,074.65 

Dransterred, to Kansas: Realty :: .< «2 ec hon 3,000.00 
Present amount on mortgage......... 


Parsonage Loans: 
Amount of mortgage loans, April 1, 1913..$ 9,101.00 


$190,206.08 








Loans made during the quadrennium..... 5,950.00 $ 15,051.00 
Returned during the quadrennium........ $ °4,915.95 
Eansed: CO-protit: And LOSS oo . fo hee ne esas 25.00 $ 4,940.95 
Present amount on mortgage......... $ 10,110.05 
Contingent Notes: 
Amount of invoice, April 1, 1913......... $ 41,495.76 
New notes since that date............00. 26,150.11 $ 67,645.87 
Amount paid on same during quadrennium$ 16,995.25 ; 
Passed tO Profit. and, JOSS... ous see «oes eho nie 703.01 $ 17,698.26 
Present,invoice OEE ice Hane otha ay Guar ede etet apo sate 49,947.61 
CONDITION OF TREASURY. 
Parsonage Fund Capital Account............... $ 15,200.00 
Parsonage Loams..-- see. e eee eee ee eee eee 10,110.05 
Credit Balance for Parsonage Fund......... $ 5,089.95 
Lot Fund: 
Transferred From General.Fund by Order of 
INGE era a6 Ds ee eal SG ela ee eo $ 2,500.00 
RUOWU AMA OPCCLALS 2. nt. tcishels «sauce om a 3 + ts 115.00 $ 2,615.00 
Grants Made During the: Year. oii.) . 2.8 0.60 eee $ 1,921.67 
Brenan tis NOT ts MOG isis ten acs ete cla lap © ol eyere aces 1,126.32 .$ 3,047.99 
Balancer OverdrVa Wilices ceelas < stesso nee oe $ 432.99 
Schon iand. March 32, VOUT 5 2.5. h 5 0. hes se gs $ 54,233.29 
fearsonage Hund Credit Balance... ....6....+-6: > D009 600 
CH IUINS Cis: OWN LAW: Wic.-c cs oe s, chat eBe SF Gla advobane cusps 432.99 
INGEROMedlie DAlaN Ce i goc ke nadie oeies ooo ela lerecer ays $ 4,656.96 
General Fund Credit Balance............ $ 49,576,338 
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INVENTORY. 
: Assets. 

Gash:on- Hand: March.34:, L904 oie oes sete sxate We) 0 n teie smelt ene eens cee $ 54,233.29 
Mortgage Loans to Churches. . 2.3.6.6. ue ces eee ts eee ss 190.206.08 
Mortgage Loans to Parsonages. ....-- sete eee eters teers 10,110.05 
Loans From Annuity Gift Fund... .....-.-s see e rete etree ees 1,100.00 
Real Estate Deeded to the Society......--- +++ se eee eee eres 46,350.00 
Gontingent: NOtes.nc on. sce oer oes cle pusbeleneiaceyn gusts) tecienehome ss someon ais 49,947.61 
Little Miami Railroad Stock. ....... 2... ee eee ee ee eet tees 600.00 
Office Furniture and Fixtures. ..... 5.0.0 eee eee eee et eee tees 1,025.00 
Edith McCurdy Fund Overdraft... .....-.-e esse e eee ee cecees 500.00 
LotsktindsOverdratt. ¢ clon cc cc 2 ese) sl oe fete o, oe abaleun lena ononecumeln-n suse 432.99 
Net. Assets, March 31, 1917... 2.0.5 0500s vec eene es oe $354,505.02 

Net Assets, March 31, 1916.... 2.0.2.2 5 2000 s0 2 sec eeees 313,658.98 
Increase in Net cASSets <s> siccet oorewieis cel arte ee istea> eee estes $ 40,846.04 

Liabilities. 


‘Nothin’ Doin’.” 
L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS, 
Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 1917. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session as- 
sembled at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917: 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the books of the General 
Church Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, for the year ending March 31, 1917, and 
herewith submit our report. ; 

We found his books correctly kept and proper vouchers for all cash dis- 
bursements. Our audit covered the checking of all vouchers for expendi- 
tures, which we found to agree with the record. We verified his trial balance 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance as called for by his 
books agreed with his bank balance and cash on hand. 

This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 
completing the entire quadrennium, and in every audit we have found his 
books correctly and systematically kept. ” 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 
and, in our opinion, meets all the demands of the Church, 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK R. WRIGHT, 
Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 
HARRY PENTZ, 
Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 
Tur PRESIDENT. We will hear the report of Doctor Schell, General Sec- 
retary of Education. 


Dr. William: EB. Schell, General Secretary of Education, submitted his 
quadrennial report as follows: 


REPORT OF GENERAL SECRETARY OF BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
SECTIONAL 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-seventh General Con- 
ference: 

Dear Brethren—We are closing a quadrennium of intense activity 
and encouraging progress in the department of education, and one 
that will go down in our Church history as the first to be marked by 
the services of a Secretary giving full time to the work, Without 
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precedents to guide him, and in the face of misgivings on the part 
of many as to the wisdom of the new plans for education, the Gen- 
eral Secretary entered upon the work with a firm trust in God and a 
determination to do everything within his power to advance this most 
essential department of the Church. 


Organization. 

_The membership of the Board was increased four years ago from 
nine to fourteen, and besides the Bishops, who are members ex officio, 
the following brethren were elected: H. H. Baish, F. E. Brooke, 
B. F. Daugherty, S. F. Daugherty, Mark Keppel ,Ernest Philipps, 
W. S. Reese, U. M. Roby, M. B. Spayd, W. W. Stoner, H. W. Ward, 
J. P. West, W. H. Washinger, and J. S. Wilhelm. The work of 
organization resulted in the election of Bishop C. J. Kephart as 
president, Bishop G. M. Mathews as vice-president, Wm. E. Schell 
as secretary, and an Executive Committee consisting of G. M. Math- 
ews, S. F. Daugherty, U. M. Roby, J. P. West, and Wm. E. Schell. 
The vacancy on the Board and Executive Committee caused by the 
death of Rev. U. M. Roby on January 16, 1914, was filled by the 
election of Rev. J. H. Harris. 


Providing for Current Needs. 

The question of financing the Board came next. The receipts for 
the quadrennium just closed had been a yearly average of $2,984.59, 
with an average yearly expense of $908.57 for ‘treasurer’s salary, 
office rent and supplies, traveling expenses of members of the Board 
and Executive Committee, printing, and salary of corresponding secre- 
tary, leaving $2,076 as an average annual income for beneficiary educa- 
tion. It was a problem of securing the $2,076 a year for beneficiary 
education and enough more to carry the increased expense involved 
in the new plans. There were two open ways: the Secretary could go 
into the field and solicit funds to cover the increased expense; or the 
General Finance Commission, just inaugurating the new plan of 
finance, could provide for it in the general benevolence budget. 

At the first meeting of the said~Commission on July 1, 1913, the 
very first day of the new quadrennium proper, the Secretary laid the 
whole matter before that body in a thoroughly frank and open man- 
ner. It was the largest, longest, and hottest meeting of the quad- 
rennium—July first, second, and third—with nearly or quite all the 
members present. The matter was duly considered and the decision 
was reached that it would be a break in the new plan of finance to 
have one Sécretary in the field financing his own work, while all the 
other Secretaries were pushing the united work program centering in 
a general benevolence budget; consequently it was decided to take 
care of the needs of the Board of Education the same as those of 
other Boards, and four per cent. of the general benevolence budget 
was set apart for this purpose. This, with a few hundred dollars in 
special gifts, has meant an average annual income of $6,090.32. So, 
after providing for our regular current expense, we have had our 
annual average of $2,076 to add to the fund for beneficiary work the 
same as the last quadrennium, lacking $1.27. Somebody figured 
pretty close. 

It has cost the Church about one and two-thirds cents per member 
to finance the Board of Education, beneficiary work and all, for a 
whole year, or about seven cents per capita for the entire quad- 
rennium. The amount is so small that you can hardly find it on the 
map of our church activities. At the same time, the Secretary has 
made a full hand in the united work program, side by side with the 
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Secretaries whose departments receive much more. It was the under- 
standing that he would do so when the General Finance Commission 
planned to provide for the needs as already explained. He has been 
true to the compact and, from the Eastern coast to California’s lovely 
clime, his voice has been heard and his best abilities and influence 
have been given, not only for Christian education and our own 
Church schools, but also for every interest of our growing denom- 
-ination. 

The conference superintendents and other conference leaders were 
apprized of the plan and the amount set aside for the Board of Edu- 
cation, and not a single demurrer was filed. The Executive Com- 
mittee and Board gave hearty approval. Therefore, any imputation 
that beneficiary funds have been used for salary and expense, is with- 
out the slightest foundation in fact. 


Meetings and Committees. 

The Board of Education has had its four regular-annial meetings, 
with interesting and inspiring programs, including the discussion of 
pertinent questions and the presentation of able papers, the most of 
which have appeared in printed form. Ample time has been taken for 
every item of business. The attendance by members of the Board has 
been good and large numbers of visitors have shared the uplift of our 
sessions. There is a deep and growing conviction that we are now 
operating of@fight lines and making headway in our educational task. 

At the first annual meeting for the quadrennium, the Board organ- 
ized itself into a high commission for the study of education, appoint- 
ing strong committees on Standardization of Institutions, Laboratories 
and Libraries, Co-ordination of College Courses, and the Financial 
Situation. Later a Committee on Policy was set to work. The Sec- 
retary is a member ex officio of them all and has faithfully rendered 
assistance by securing reports and information for their use. This 
work has been most helpful in showing us just what we are and where 
we are in the realm of Christian education. Their findings have been 
published in the Education Bulletin. A digest of their study is 
embodied in Section II. of this report, for your perusal and consid- 
eration. 

Matters pertaining to the co-ordination of college courses are well 
set out by the committee consisting of W. S. Reese, S. F. Daugherty. 
H. H. Baish, Mark Keppel, and W. M. Bell, and their suggestions are 
practical and valuable. 

Interest in the bettering of our college libraries and laboratories 
has been sharpened by the work of the committee having these mat- 
ters under consideration: J. P. West, J. S. Wilhelm, W. H. Wash- 
inger, W. W. Stoner, and W. M. Weekley. 

Standardization embodies the methods of measuring efficiency, 
which is now written so large upon the activities of the age. Our 
committee on this subject has been busy and its work has been a 
blessing to our cause.. B. F. Daugherty, H. W. Ward, W. W. Stoner, 
J. P. West, and H. H. Fout make up this committee. 

The Committee on the Financial Situation, consisting of F. E. 
Brooke, J. H. Harris, M. B. Spayd, Ernest Philipps, and G. M. Math- 
ews, has spoken in no uncertain tone. Their utterances should chal- 
lenge the loyalty and heroism of every member of the Church. 

The Committee on Policy has helped to clarify the thought of the 
denomination as to what our educational task is and facilitated the 
concentration of power upon it, forcefully setting out the fact that 
the time has come for an earnest, universal, and enthusiastic rally 
to the support of all our schools. C. J. Kephart, Wm. E. Schell, 
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ie ee Fout, S. F. Daugherty, W. S. Reese, H. W. Ward, and Joc B. 
West constitute this committee. 

All the members of the General Conference should read and study 
Section IT, _The reports of these standing committees, and other 
matter contained therein, will well repay the time. 


: Our Schools. 

United Brethren schools now in operation are as follows: 

Otterbein College, Westerville, Ohio; founded in 1847; Rev. W. G. 
Clippinger, D.D., president. 

Leander Clark College, Toledo, Iowa; founded in 1856; Rev. H. W. 
Ward, A.M., dean. 

Kansas City University, Kansas City, Kansas; founded in 1864, 
counting from the foundation of Lane University merged into Camp- 
bell College and Campbell College merged into Kansas City Uni- 
versity; Rev. J. H. Lucas, D.D., chancellor. United Brethren and 
Methodist Protestants share equally in the ownership and operation 
of this institution. f 

Philomath College, Philomath, Oregon; founded in:1865; Rev. L. L. 
Epley, A.M., president. 

Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pennsylvania; founded in 1866; 
Rey. G. D. Gossard, D.D., president. 

Bonebrake ‘Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio; founded in 1871; 
Rev. J. P. Landis, D.D., president. 

Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, Dayton, Virginia; founded in 1876; 
Professor J. H. Ruebush, A.M., president. 

York College, York, Nebraska; founded in 1890; Rev. M. O. 
McLaughlin, D.D., president. 

Indiana Central University, Indianapolis, Indiana; founded in 1905; 
Professor I. J. Good, A.M., president. 

Sugar Grove Seminary, Sugar Grove, Pennsylvania: founded in 1884, 
ceased its regular operation at the end of the first year of the quad- 
rennium. The difficulties consequent. upon its location and lack of 
patronage and support, made this necessary, A two months’ Bible 
School has been held there each summer since its closing as an 
academy. Erie Conference co-operates with Otterbein College. ~ 

Westfield College, Westfield, Illinois; founded in 1861, closed its 
work:as one of the regular colleges of the denomination in May, 1914. 
The causes issuing in the closing of Sugar Grove Seminary were oper- 
ative.in the case of Westfield. It was the hope at the time to secure 
a new location for the school in the State of Illinois, but opposition 
to this plan grew to such proportions as to make it impossible, One 
of the two tributary conferences, Northern Illinois, has placed its 
co-operation with Leander Clark College. 


Objectives. 


After the work of organization at the beginning of the quadrennium, 
the Executive Committee met to outline a program of work for the 
Secretary. The meeting was at Westerville. sheltered by noble 
Otterbein, the mother »,f all our schools. With the voice of a 
progressive General Conference just heard at Decatur, clothing us 
with a new commission of responsibility, and assigning us the almost 
superhuman task of remarshaling the retreating and, in some cases, 
defeated regiments and swinging them again into line with such 
dogged purpose and concerted action as to snatch the victory from 
receding opportunity and save the day for Christian education, with- 
out which the future of the Church would be dark and dreary, it was 
certainly a time for prayer. Yes, and after a season of earnest prayer 
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by every member of the committee, with the Discipline open before 
us, we read: : 

“The General Secretary of Education, under the direction of the 
Board, shall conduct the correspondence, keep the records, and in alt 
his official conduct shall be subject to the authority and control of the 
Board. His time snall be entirely employed in conducting the affairs 
of the Board and promoting its objects by making educational inves- 
tigations, by traveling in its interests, by visiting the schools of the 
Church, and lending assistance to the officers thereof, by making 
educational addresses, by soliciting funds and students for the schools 
of the Church, by compiling statistics and other information for the 
uses of the Board, and performing such other labors as will assist the 
existing schools of the denomination and those hereafter established . 
to a higher degree of efficiency, and perform such other duties as the 
Board may from time to time require.” 2 

Guided by the Discipline and by the Spirit of God, we set out three 
great objectives: | 

First, to awaken the Church. To awaken the Church to the gigantic 
importance of Christian education in relation to her own progress 
and that of the State. To awaken the Church to the advantages of 
educating her children under Christian influences. To awaken the 
Church to organize and mobilize the forces for the advancement of 
her own schools. 

Second, to assist our schools. To assist them in securing better 
equipment and larger endowment; in increasing the number of stu- 
dents in both colleges and Seminary; in keeping the fires of evangelism 
burning on their altars; in encouraging the strengthening of Bible 
and mission-study courses; in obtaining the highest type of Christian 
teachers; in helping them to solve local problems and meet difficult 
emergencies. 

_Third, to recruit church leaders. This work, of course, to be done by 
discovering and training larger numbers of youth for the ministry at 
home and abroad; by wiscly administering the beneficiary fund for 
loans to students preparing for vocational life service in the Church, © 
and by lifting the general level of the church masses and raising up a 
capable lay officiary for church and state. 

The program as represented in these objectives was approved by 
the Board and has been repeatedly emphasized in the pronouncements 
of our sessions. That they are essential, imperative, predominant, 
outstanding in their nature and meaning to the denomination, cannot 
be questioned. 

Our civilization must be guided by great-hearted, broad-visioned, 
Christian men, if we are to produce. something besides fleets and 
armies, something abiding and worth while. History is in large part 
the record of rising and falling nations. If we as a nation expect to 
escape the common fate, we must have the leadership of men with 
well-matured intellects and also thoroughly grounded in the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion. Every problem of the Church, whether 
it relates to missions or Sunday schools or evangelism or church 
building or whatever else you name, is wrapped up in the problem 
of leadership. When this problem is solved, every interest is con- 
served and the Church moves forward with conquering stride. The 
secret of an advancing church, of a stable government, of an abiding 
civilization, is a consecrated and well-trained leadership. Where 
shall we look for this sort of leadership? To our Christian institu- 
tions of learning. Only seven out of a thousand attend such insti- 
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tutions, and yet this small class furnishes us ninety per cent, of our 
Christian leaders. 

In view of these facts, why should not the Church be awakened from 
slumber and indifference and ease, and aroused to see and feel and 
improve the advantages of educating her own sons and daughters in 
her own schools; aroused to organize and mobilize her forces to 
make her schools what they ought to be? If we do not interest our- 
selves in those begotten of our own travail and provide for them 
Opportunities to eat the bread of Christian culture and drink at the 
fountains of Christian learning, they will feast at the tables of others, 
soon learn to love others more than they love us, and be drawn into 
other church relations. ; 

In view of the vast, far-reaching potency of Christian education, 
why should not the Board and Secretary assist our schools in securing 
better equipment and larger endowment, in increasing the number ot 
students in colleges and Seminary, in keeping the fires of evangelism 
burning upon their altars, in strengthening their Bible and mission 
courses of study, in obtaining the highest type of Christian teachers, 
in meeting emergencies and solving local problems? How could the 
energies of the Board through its executive be better, or even so well, . 
expended? With the very life of some of our schools imperiled and 
their “S. O. S.” ringing across the domain of our Zion, it was the only 
natural, the only wise, the only expected, the only religious thing 
to do. 

In the face of our glaring need of well-trained, consecrated, Chris- 
tian leaders, leaders who know which way to go, who stand with 
unflinching courage for the right, who grapple with difficulties till 
they vanish, who inspire the people with confidence to follow, why 
should not somebody make a specialty of helping to discover larger 
numbers of youth for the holy office of the ministry at home and 
abroad, of helping them get to college and Seminary and wisely ad- 
ministering the beneficiary fund to that end, of helping to elevate the 
general level of the church masses and raising up a capable and con- 
secrated lay officiary for church and state? We have been slow at 
this point in our program. The. lost time and lost Opportunities and 
lost fruitage never can be regained, It is human to err, but it is 
sinful to keep on making the same mistakes. We hear much talk of 
a bigger and better Church. I prefer to put it a better and bigger 
Church. That is what our program means, and if we had gotten the 
vision of such objectives with reference to our educational work fifty 
years ago, we would have a million members this very hour, 

In order to make advancement toward the realization of the objects 
set before us, the Secretary has pulled on every rope within reach, 
seized every opportunity available, taken advantage of every occasion 
and situation to say something, write something, do something, or 
solicit something for this great interest which undergirds and inter- 
stices the entire temple of Christian service. 


Field Work. 


The Secretary’s family has lived in Dayton, but he has lived all 
over the country; absent frequently from four to seven weeks and 
occasionally nine and ten; in eighty different beds in ninety nights, 
and a good many of the nights mighty short; on the go, fair winds or 
foul, cloudy days or bright, under the burning summer sun and also 
when the north wind howled with icy beard and breath all white, and 
mercury way down below zero; traveling more than twenty-five thou- 
sand miles a year; participating in Young People’s conventions and 
summer conferences; helping in institutes for strengthening the gen- 
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eral benevolences; on fields again and again, giving help in this same 
cause and ever seeking to advance the local interests whether in 
revival or church building or whatever might be on hand; advocating 
Christian education at the annual conferences and many times author- 
ized to speak for other interests also; attending commencements and 
meetings of college trustees and educational councils and group con- 
ferences; planning campaigns and helping to prepare literature for 
their prosecution; writing fer our Church periodicals and striving 
always to get others to blow the bugle and lift up the banner; and 
with all the rest, spending enough time right down on the firing line 
to secure $104,310 for Christian education, besides helping to create 
the atmosphere for many thousands more. [Applause.] 

There you have it in one sentence—but not all of it. A score of 
things were left out, but God knows all about it—the work on com- 
mittees, the General Finance Commission, the Executive Committee 
of the Commission, administering the beneficiary fund, making collec- 
tions, and a whole lot more. Of course, there has been no time for 
vacation and no time to be sick. A secretary’ has something to be 
thankful for when the Church keeps him busy and God keeps him 
well. All praise and glory to God, and honor to his blessed Church! 


The United Forward Movement. 

Nineteen church boards of education have united in a movement to 
awaken a nation-wide interest in Christian education. Several meet- 
ings of representatives of the said boards have been held and the 
needs and conditions fully discussed. President Robert Kelly, of 
Richmond, Indiana, has been employed as executive secretary to 
give leadership in this interdenominational undertaking. 

The object of the movement is to impress upon the nation the 
absolute necessity of the religious element in education, to awaken 
Christian people to a sense of their obligation to advance their church 
schools and to turn increasing numbers of students to their halls. 

It is proposed to hold a series of educational conferences in various 
cities of the country with a view to informing and inspiring the 
masses. The foremost men of the nation will address these confer- 
ences and the results of surveys and other charted information will 
be exhibited. If it is worth while to attend missionary conferences, 
Sunday-school rallies, and Young People’s conventions, then certainly 
conferences on Christian education are worth while. 

We are just awakening to the fact that Christian education ministers 
to the Republic and is absolutely essential to the advancement of the. 
kingdom of heaven. This truth must be ingrained upon American 
Christendom from center to circumference. It will require increased 
emphasis upon Christian education to fill up the vacancies in the ranks 
of our ministry, strengthen our force of efficient lay workers, and 
furnish missionaries for the home fields and for the lands beyond the 
seas. There are 13,200,000 young people in our country between the 
ages of seventeen and twenty-three and only a little more than 200,000 
in college, or one in sixty-four. This is a condition that should give 
us the deepest concern. We must remedy it or soon pass the zenith 
of our glory and fall into retrogression and decay. 

The Secretary has accepted a place on the Interdenominational 
Campaign Committee. The matter has been carefully considered by 
our Executive Committee and. Board, and there is a general opinion 
that the expense of time and money. will be quite worth while. Our 
Board is one of the nineteen co-operating in this movement, which 
will certainly ‘give aid and reinforcement to the educational work of 
every denomination. 
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Religious Education, 


In the broad interpretation, all true education is religious; for it 
seeks the training and development of the native impulses and powers 
with the purpose to attain and conserve the highest good of the 
individual and the race. 

Religious education in a specific sense can be secured by the process 
of religious teaching, religious nurture. This process should be 
carried on in a serious manner and to the extent of one professor's 
entire time devoted to it in every one of our colleges. 

Certainly the content of the courses is important. They should 
include the Bible, Church History, Missions, Religious Pedagogy, 
Psychology of Religion, Christian Evidences, Sunday-school Science, 
and allied subjects. 

The work should: be sufficiently dignified to be offered under a 
department at par with the others, with a full professor in charge. 
That this is not always the case in our church schools may: be 
accounted for on the ground of insufficient funds. 

The poisonous influences of the world and of non-Christian insti- 
tutions are ever ready to take root in our Christian colleges. We 
must ever be on our guard to keep an enlightened conscience and a 
consuming interest in religious education. There are evidences ot 
gains toward this great end. Several of the boards of education of 
other denominations have taken steps toward the maintenance of a 
thorough Bible course in all the colleges under their care. Our own 
institutions are making hopeful progress. The best things are delayed 
for. lack of means, Nearly every one of our eight colleges needs an 
extra $25,000 right now to endow a Chair of Bible and Religious Edu- 
cation. Any one who will venture to contribute such a sum for such 
a purpose will build to himself a beautiful memorial far more abiding 
than any structure of marble or bronze, and accomplish a work so 
immeasureably great as to be beyond the expression of tongue or pen. 

The great word in religious education is yet to be spoken. It does 
not relate to the content of the courses nor to the length of time de- 
voted to them, but rather to the atmosphere of the institution, the 
character of the members of the faculty, and of the one who fills the 
Chair of Bible and Religious Education. The whole tenor and spirit 
of the institution must be Christian, with a great friendliness for the 
Christian student organizations and a premium upon such activities. 
The members of the faculty and all employees should be earnest 
Christian men and women, who feel the glory and supremacy of the 
orthodox teachings of the Bible and incarnate them in their lives, — 

Add to this a professor of religious education who, by example as 
well as by precept, moves toward the heights of Christian character 
and by the force of a godly personality induces loyalty to right and 
devotion to all that is noble and good, and Christian education will be 
translated into the life and work of the succeeding generations of 
students. Without these means and agencies the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the Mount will avail but little for religious 
nurture; with these means and agencies the multiplication table and 
the laws of planetary motion will be essentially religious. 


Helping. in State Schools. 

The obligation of the Church to United Brethren students in State 
institutions was recognized at the last meeting of the Board. The 
time seemed opportune to make a beginning in this line of work. 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, with a larger number of 
our young people registered than at any other State school, promised 
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the best returns for whatever might be invested. H. R. Brentlinger, 
one of the students, was employed to assist Rev iJ: Harris, the 
pastor of our Fifth Avenue Church, in looking after the religious 
welfare of the 150 United Brethren young people in that institution. 
The sum of $150 was set aside for the purpose. We believe it will 


prove to be good seed for a fruitful harvest. We should arrange to 
_ devote a much larger sum to this type of educational endeavor. 


Our theory of church and state makes it impossible for us to de- 
mand religious instruction in State schools. Many of them have no 
chapel exercises at all, and in some cases where they have, the idea 
of. religious worship .is entirely eliminated. Notwithstanding this 
barren and forbidding feature of such institutions, with their immense 
equipment, technical courses, curricula so rich and varied as to be 
almost bewildering, the popularity which State ownership gives them 
plus the tireless promotion of their interests by the mighty underlying 
systems of public education, the stubborn facts are that many of our 
sons and daughters will find a place in their halls. We must care for 
our own as other denominations are doing, if we expect to have a 


’ prosperous future. 


Our first and most imperative duty, of course, is to greatly enlarge 
our own facilities and move heaven and earth to turn our. young 
people to our own schools. But many of them will want technical 
and vocational courses that we can never hope to offer, and others, 
after periods of study in ottr own schools, will go for graduate work. 
We must prove our interest in them by following them with .our 
religious oversight and care, and thus assure their loyalty. to: the 


Church when they enter the activities of life to become not only 
bread-winners, but also world-movers. 


ess Education Day. 
“For some years, by authority of the General Conference, we have 


“had an Education Day for the purpose of calling the attention of our 


people to the necessity of Christian education and the needs of our 
own Church schools, the supposition being that every pastor would 
preach on the great theme and the day be appropriately observed in 
every congregation. For years this law of the Discipline was a dead 
letter. But with the awakening that hds come along educational lines 
in our denomination, there has also come a more general observance 
of Education Day. Suggestive programs for Sunday schools and 
Christian Endeavor societies, outlines of sermons on. Christian edu- 


‘cation, and hints and helps for the observance of the day, have been 


published and circulated among the churches every year of this 
quadrennium. Some five hundred ministers this year gave the Secre- 
tary information to the effect that they would hold Education Day 
services. No doubt many others also observed the day. 

A wise‘old Englishman once said, “The ministry is the third House 
of Parliament.” Correct. Equal, if not superior, in power to the 
Senate and to the House of Representatives is the ministry of the 
Church of Jesus Christ in this great land. Let the General Confer- 
ence speak again on the subject of Education Day, and let every 
administrator lend emphasis’ to the pronouncement in his adminis- 
trative work, expecting and, if necessary, insisting that every min- 
ister, by a well-constructed program of prayer and song and sermon, 
press home to the minds and hearts of our people the gigantic im- 
portance of Christian education. Herein lies an opportunity that 
should not be. longer overlooked, nor improved in a half-hearted man- 
ner. We have too much at stake. 
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Voice and Pen. 

In the utterances of our church leaders, Christian education has 
more and more been finding an honored and worthy place. Victor 
Hugo once expressed the thought that an idea whose time has come 
is stronger than an army. The idea of Christian education espoused 
and cherished since 1847 in the hearts of some of our best people, has 
finally arrived, we fondly believe, among the masses of our denomina- 
tion. It is but natural, therefore, that it should have a larger place 
in public address and private conversation. “Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 

Education has also had a steady growth in the content of our 
church periodicals. The service rendered by them for this department 
has been meaningful and large. The Board of Education has been 
accorded a place in the Telescope for large sections of matter twice 
a month, and frequently space has been given in other issues. Also 
the Watchword, Evangel, and Sunday-school publications have wel- 
comed educational matter in increasing volume. : 

These things are harbingers of a better era in the annals of the 
Church. They will gradually and surely help to lift the cause of 
Christian education to the high plane it so richly deserves as a con- 
structive, vitalizing agency in the kingdom of God. We record our 
deepest appreciation. 


Beneficiary Work. 


This line of service has been conducted in a sympathetic, orderly, 
and business-like manner. There have been 255 applications for loans. 
A favorable response was made to all of them except eight. In every 
one of the eight cases where applications were not approved, the rea- 
sons were good and sufficient. 4 

Much good has been accomplished by this agency and the secre- 
tary’s files contain many expressions of appreciation. A complete 
exhibit of the facts and figures is shown in Section II. 


Collections. 

The results of efforts to make collections have been encouraging, 
and especially so in view of the accumulation of much long-past-due 
paper. Only four unkind letters have been received in response to 
urgent calls for the fulfliment of ancient contracts. This is a com- 
pliment to our ministry whose educational preparation has been facili- 
tated by the Board’s assistance. 

The total of outstanding loans is $40,935.46. The amount due is 
$22,963.46. This does not include $1,803.96, which we have little hope 
of getting back to the treasury. 

Steps of Progress. 

In our eight colleges and one theological seminary, where there 
are now 2,/59 students, there were only 2,116 four years ago; a gain 
of 643. 

There was no data at hand from which to compute the number 
studying for the ministry and missionary work four years ago. But 
three years ago there were 238, and now there are 276; a gain of 
thirty-eight in three years, or at least fifty for the quadrennium. 

When we look at the material holdings of these institutions, we find 
that $400,000 has been added to their endowment, and that their net 
assets have grown to about $2,500,000, which is an increase of about 
$750,000 for the quadrennium. 

These figures give eloquent testimony to the fact that we are in the 
path of progress. We have left the valley of bewilderment and doubt, 
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crossed the plains of well-nigh universal apathy, and now we are as- 
cending the mount with our Lord. Noble men and women here and 
there have heard the clarion call of duty and rallied to the standard 
of Christian education. Recruits are enlisting in large numbers. We 
are going forward with courage and hope. Our banners kiss the sun- 
light of God’s smile and wave in the breezes of a better day. We are 
catching a vision of gigantic conquests for the quadrennium before 
us-that will bring to our hosts a ground swell of power, and greatly 
increase the efficiency and magnitude of our endeavors. 


Purpose and Policy. 

We must not tarry long in the arbor of satisfaction over what has 
been accomplished, but rather stretch the days with the serious work 
of seeding for larger harvests. The General Conference should set 
up heroic goals for Christian education and authorize plans for their 
attainment. We ought to secure $1,500,000 within the ensuing quad- 
rennium for the better equipment and more adequate endowment of 
our schools, make a gain of 2,000 in student attendance, and call out 
hundreds of our brightest and best young people for full life service 
in the holy office of the ministry and in missionary and deaconess 
work. And coupled with the obligation of enlisting larger numbers 
for the ministry, is the obligation of-correcting the supposition that 
men can teach others before they themselves have been taught. The 
necessity of preparation for the ministry is greater and more impera- 
tive than for any other vocation, because it is the greatest of all voca- 
tions. Let us so administer the affairs of the Church as to make it 
everywhere the expected thing that candidates for the ministry shall 
go to college and to the Seminary. 

It should also be our purpose and policy to maintain our existing 
schools, conduct them without piling up dangerous and paralyzing 
debts for current expense, guard their orthodox Christian spirit and 
atmosphere with all diligence and care so as to keep them in the 
future, as in the past, faculty and employees from president to janitor, 
absolutely committed to the program of religious education, the pro- 
duction of Christian character,in the lives of the students, and the 
recruiting and training of Christian workers. 


Larger Means. 


In order to maintain our schools, we must more adequately equip 
and endow them. Their very life and our future as a Church depend 
upon the translation of our possibilities into actualities in this 
momentous matter. The world moves on. The college of fifty 
years ago will not suffice for to-day. Other denominations are pour- 
ing out their money like water to strengthen their institutions of 
learning. We cannot hope to keep abreast of the age and excuse our- 
selves from taking our full share in the work of Christian education. 
To do our full share will mean setting our schools forward into the 
front rank, placing them on a solid financial footing so that they can 
go on with their splendid work, unhampered and unhindered, secure 
in their holdings, the equal of other Christian colleges of the country, 
developing as the years go by, and serving with increased efficiency 
each succeeding generation of our glorious Church and mighty nation. 

When we consider what our church schools have done for thou- 
sands and thousands of our young people by way of preparing them for 
life’s work in this world and for eternal life in the world to come; 
when we recount the multitudes of ministers they have raised up and 
trained for the glorious Church of Christ; when we cantillate the long 
lists of missionaries they have discovered and equipped for the far- 
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away fields; when we run through the register of the great armies of 
teachers they have disciplined and made Christian and sent forth to 
the public schools of our land; when we estimate and collate the far 
larger numbers of youth whose lives they have broadened and bettered 
and prepared for usefulness in other vocations; then, and only then, 
can we begin to realize and appreciate the value, the potency, the 
immeasurable import of Christian education, and gain a view of the 
enduring foundations upon which our church schools predicate their 
claims for deeper sympathy, larger patronage, and better financial sup- 
port. 

The task of putting our schools strongly on their feet is one of 
large proportions, but by no means beyond our ability. Some denomina- 
tions have a college for every 10,000 members, some for every 15,000, 
some for every 20,000, and others for every 25,000. We have one 
for every 45,000. It is not a question of ability; it is a question of 
vision to see the way of duty; it is a question of compassion to feel 
the need; it is a question of consecration to the task. We have been 
throwing our advance guards into this work at various times in 
various places. The time has come to call out the entire army and 
make the attack in mass formation. 


Larger Patronage. 


Not more than two per cent. of our United Brethren young people 
attend college, and not more than one per cent. attend our schools. 
It is as much our duty to change this situation as it is to hold revivals 
and build churches. The care of the rising youth is in our hands as 
ministers and church leaders. Their usefulness to the future Church 
will depend upon how and where they are educated. We can turn 
them to our own schools in far larger numbers if we loyally and faith- 
fully give our attention and influence and energy to the task. The 
opening of a college term should be sounded forth in a hopeful win- 
some way from every pulpit in the co-operating conferences. There 
is scarcely a charge in the denomination from which some promising 
youth could not be sent to college when the golden autumn comes, 
if the proper effort were made by our ministry and others whose obli- 
gation it is to guard and guide the coming generation. There is a 
solemn duty resting upon parents and pastors to keep in sympathetic 
touch with the children and young people and diligently wage the 
battle all the way from the cradle to maturity to land them in our own 
church schools. We cannot expect to have an army comparable in 
wisdom and worth with other Christian forces of the country, unless 
we greatly increase our endeavors to enrich the lives of those who 
are to compose its ranks, 

In respect to the whole magnitude of our educational task, we have 
left the wilderness behind and moved forward to the Jordan, Let the 
cohorts of Israel rise up and accouter for crossing into the “promised 


land.” 
Recommendations. 


Things recommended to be done are either implied or stated in 
what has already been said. Specifically we would recommend: 

1. That the ensuing quadrennium be made a period for larger 
emphasis upon Christian education, and that the way be cleared 
and every means at our command be used toward this end. ee 

2. That we hold before us the settled aim and purpose to maintain 
and make standard our existing schools, and that this undertaking 
be consummated within the shortest time possible. 
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3. That we seek by every available means to enrich our schools 
as agencies for enlisting and training Christian workers, and that the 
chief commendation and honors be placed upon the Christian activi- 
ties of our student bodies rather than upon those of lesser meaning 
and moment. 

4. That our beneficiary work be continued with increasing volume, 
that Education Day be retained in precept and made real in practice, 
and that the plans and organization as now centering in the Board 
of Education be allowed to move forward with increasing momentum. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WIM. = SS CEB IME Secretary, 


SECTION Th 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-seventh General Con- 
“terenice: 

Dear Brethren—Herein is given a digest of the reports of com- 
mittees and tables of statistics for the quadrennium of 1913-1917. It 
is hoped that every member of the General Conference and many other 
friends of the cause of Christian education will carefully read and 
study this section. 


Co-ordination of College Courses. 

W. S. Reese, S. F. Daugherty, H. H. Baish, Mark Keppel, and 
W.M. Bell have made up the committee on this subiect. “Of the 
importance of the work assigned to this committee there can be no 
question. The courses of study of our several colleges should be so 
organized that a student going from one of our schools to another 
would fit easily into the new situation and be able to carry on his 
work without loss. A degree from one of our schools should be fully 
equal to the same degree from another. It is not the thought of the 
committee that the courses of study in our several schools should 
be identical, nor that the individuality of our colleges should be 
merged into the unity of the system. The day of fully prescribed 
college courses has passed. The day of free election seems to be 
Dae In these respects, our schools are in the line of approved 
policy. 

“The plan that prevails is a minimum of requirements in each 
department of study. with free election for the rest of the course. 
A plan on which all might possibly agree arranges the courses in a 
few groups, determined by the major subjects, the minimum from 
each department being prescribed, the prescription covering about 
three-fourths or five-sixths of the course. A large amount of freedom 
may be allowed in selecting the work from the departments. For 
example, a certain number of hours’ credit may be required in foreign 
language, but the student may select the language to be studied. If, 
however, the group is a science group, modern language would nat- 
urally be prescribed; for those preparing for theology, some Greek 
would be required. 

“A course of study should be well balanced. It should be rich in 
the human element. as found in the languages, literature, social, and 
political science. It should acquaint the student with at least the 
elements of biology and physical science and accustom him to the 
methods of the laboratory. It should be rich in mathematics. The 
Bible should have its place as one of the required studies, and enough - 
of philosophy should be studied to lead the student to an apprecia- 
tion of the great problems of the world, the soul, and God; and where - 
possible, the fine arts should have a recognized place in the curriculum, 
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“Closely connected with the courses of study are the provisions for 
teaching them. The number and preparation of teachers, the number 
of hours teachers work, and the limit to the work a student may do, 
all these need to be taken into account.” 

The study of the subject resulted in recommending “to our colleges 
some form of the group system in their courses of study. 

“That the college course should be adapted, in its requirements, 
to the courses in the high schools. 

“That colleges not able to carry full courses limit their offered 
courses to what they can really and efficiently teach. 

“That subjects catalogued for ‘advertising purposes’ be dropped 
t from the published curricula.” 

It was decided a year ago to extend investigations to include repre- 
sentative colleges in the States where we are operating. The results 
of such investigations are not yet in hand. 

' The courses of study as offered one year ago in five of our insti- 

tutions, Lebanon Valley College, Otterbein College, Leander Clark 
' College, York College, and Kansas City University, are herein exhib- 
. ited. 
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Libraries and Laboratories. 


J. P. West, J. S. Wilhelm, W. H. Washinger, W. W. Stoner, and 
W. M. Weekley were appointed to study our libraries and laboratories. 
Their reports contain the following suggestions and recommendations: 

“The librarian should become a member of the State Library Asso- 
ciation and attend its meetings. Should get well acquainted with the 

State librarian who will be glad to give assistance in the securing of 
books. Should know personally the congressman of the district in 
which the college is located. He can get the library placed on the 
free mailing list for all Government documents which may be of use 
to the different departments of the college. Should be a member of 
‘the National Education Association in order to receive the library 


‘reports of that body. 
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“Never refuse a gift for the library, however small. It may be 
sold or traded for something the library can use. All pamphlets 
should be classified and placed in pamphlet cases. To assist in select- 
ing and classifying books, the book-lists of New York State Library 
and of the Pratt Institute may be had free. Newspapers may be 
obtained by furnishing a weekly letter with college news. All im- 
portant magazines should be bound. The periodical index should be 
found in all libraries. Card catalogues should be provided, otherwise 
the library material is not easily accessible. 

“Persons in charge of libraries, who have not had training, may 
attend courses given in summer schools. Books to be used as text- 
books for instruction in library management may be procured. 

“That all our schools meet the requirements made by the Associa- 
tion of American Colleges for library and laboratory organization and 
maintenance by September, 1917, that all our libraries be completely 
and properly catalogued by said date. < 

“That greatest care be taken in selecting additions to the library in 
order that all books may be up-to-date and adapted to the courses of 
instruction offered. 

“As an encouragement to authorship within our own denomination, 
that all books and pamphlets written by our own people be placed 
on the shelves of our libraries. 

“The great need of our libraries is funds to provide for the addition 
of new books. Matriculation fees or fixed appropriations should be 
provided. : 

“A growing library, furnished with up-to-date encyclopedias, dic- 
tionaries, a list of good magazines, and a comprehensive catalogue 
and index, will give immense prestige to the institution, inspire 
confidence among its friends, promote scholarship, and increase the 
loyalty and devotion of the student body.” 

The Association of American Colleges has had a committee at 
work for several years to determine and define the things which con- 
stitute an efficient college. This committee has set out the things 
required for an efficient college. and for a minimum college. As the 
committee uses the terms, “the efficient college” means the ideal 
college and “the minimum college” means the small efficient college. 
The following tables show how the library and laboratory facilities 
of our institutions compare with the report of the said committee, 
also what the management and contents of our libraries are and 
what we have in the way of laboratory equipment. (Philomath Col- 
lege, York College, Leander Clark College, Kansas City University, 
Indiana Central University, Otterbein College, Lebanon Valley Col- 
lege, Bonebrake Theological Seminary.) 
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The Library Reports from Our Schools are as Follows: 
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Standardization. 


B. F. Daugherty, H. W. Ward, W. W. Stoner, J. P. West, and H. H. 
Fout have served as a Committee on Standardization of Institutions. 
This committee has made a careful study of the facts presented in the 
reports which the Secretary has secured from our colleges, and made 
comparisons with those of the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools and other standardizing agencies. 

It has been the object of this committee, not to classify United 
Brethren colleges, but to present a picture of what a college should 
be and what its needs are, leaving the colleges to classify themselves. 
With “a scientifically sound and experimentally accurate statement” 
of what a college ought to be, such statement can be used as a 
standard by which the Church may form a clear judgment of the 
colleges under its control, and by which boards of trustees may 
determine whether or not they are maintaining institutions of such 
weight and worth as to meet the just deserts and needs of our rising 
youth, and conducting them most economically and efficiently and with 
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a view to the largest contribution of service to the Church and of 
honor to our Lord. 

The committee has emphasized the threefold object of a Christian 
college as set forth by the Council of Church Boards of Education: 

“First—Such training as will fairly prepare a student to enter upon 
a course of graduate or professional study; or 

“Second—If he does not continue his study beyond his college 
course, the acquiring of such liberal culture and effective discipline 
as will bring the largest possible development of character and power 
to the student himself, to the end that he may find his way through 
the world with satisfaction to himself and helpfulness to his fellow- 
man. 

“Third—The development of such an attitude of heart, trend of will, 
and quality of life as will enable him to live the completest and most 
symmetrical Christian life on earth and bring him to the end of life’s 
course prepared for a joyful graduation into the life eternal.” 

In view of the present exacting standards, with probabilities of 
gradual advance, the results of this study have led our Board to 
adopt the following recommendations and standards: 

Recommendations. First—We recommend that our colleges con- 
fine themselves wholly to the courses leading to the bachelor degree 
and offer no advanced scholastic degrees. In the matter of honorary 
degrees, we would recommend a marked conservatism, 

Second—We recommend that from four to eight of the 120 semester 
hours be devoted to religious education. 

Third—We recommend that our colleges maintain a department of 
education and that they meet the requirements for State certificates 
in the State in which the college is located. R 

Fourth—That the teaching force of our institutions be consistently, 
positively, and aggressively Christian, striving to teach that Jesus 
Christ is to be made supreme Savior and Sovereign in the lives of 
men and in human society. 

Fifth—We declare as our supreme objective in all our educational 
work the preparation of a trained leadership to the end that the 
kingdom of God may the more fully come on the earth, and that our 
own denomination may be afforded a noble and worthy leadership so 
that our denominational contribution to the Kingdom shall be the best 
that our resources and membership can make. 

Standards. First—Requirements for admission. Four full years of 
high-school work as accredited by the various State boards. : 

Second—Requirements for graduation: Four full years of college 
work including not less than 120 semester hours. 

Third—The minimum scholastic requirement of-all heads of depart- 
ments shall be at léast that required for a master’s degree. 

Fourth—The college shall maintain at least seven distinct depart- 
ments in liberal arts and at least five of the heads of these depart- 


ments shall devote three-fourths of their teaching hours to college 
subjects. 


Fifth—The number of hours of work given by each teacher will 
vary in the different departments, but in no case shall more than 
twenty hours per week be required, sixteen being recommended. 

Sixth—The library should be sufficient to fully develop all the 
courses offered. Five thousand volumes, selected with reference to 
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special needs of the various departments, would seem to be a fair 
minimum. 

Seventh—The laboratory apparatus should be sufficient to develop 
and illustrate all the courses offered in the physical, chemical, and 
biological departments and should be not less than $5,000 in value. 

Eighth—The college shall possess a productive endowment of not 
less than $200,000, or an assured income of not less than $10,000 ex- 
clusive of tuition fees. 

These standards were adopted in 1916. With them before us, we 
present a study of our own colleges as given by the committee a 
year ago: 

Admission. On the first requirements all our institutions are meeting 
the standard of fifteen units for admission. 

Graduation. For graduation nearly all our colleges require more 
than the 120 semester hours maintained by our Board as well as all 
other standardizing agencies. Lebanon Valley requires 136 semester 
hours, the highest of all our colleges. 

Scholastic Requirement. Here a great variety is presented. Our 
minimum requirement is the master’s degree. The following is the 
record for each institution: Otterbein, Ph.D., 6, A.M., 8; Lebanon 
Walleye = clr Ae eS MAP aor BS. Senlseandery@larkePhsD, 1, 
A.M., 6, A.B., 1; York College, A.M., 6, A.B., 2; Indiana Central, A.M. 
or Ph.D., 6; Kansas City University, Ph.D., 6, A.M., 8; Philomath, 
DAWES PAI Na Svea 

Departments and Heads. Seven departments required, at least five 
teachers giving three-fourths (34) time to college work. The depart- 
ments in our colleges are from five to fourteen. Not more than four 
colleges meet this requirement, 

Teaching Hours. One institution requires from sixteen to twenty 
hours. All others twenty, except one as high as thirty hours. 

Library. Five thousand (5,000) volumes required. Our colleges 
have from 1,500 to 17,500 volumes. Four meet the requirement and 
three fall below. 

Laboratory. Five thousand dollars ($5,000) required. From two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) to twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) is 
invested in the various institutions. Five meet the requirement and 
two do not. 

Endowment. The Standard is two hundred thousand dollars 
($200,000) productive endowment. 

Two institutions meet this requirement and five do not. This is 
the most urgent present need. The annual budget for maintenance 
runs from less than $5,000 to $60,000. Only three of our colleges have 
provision to meet their annual budget without going into debt. The 
deficit in one case is $16,000 while only $14,000 is provided to meet the 
$30,000 budget. With $206,000 productive endowment and each of the 
institutions out of debt, it seems clear that our colleges could run 
without a deficit provided the budget were not increased. But with 
the ridiculously low salaries of teachers in some of our colleges it 
will be found necessary to increase their salaries in the near future 
and that will mean a larger endowment or the income from other 
sources for maintenance greatly increased. 

Standards attained by our colleges. Otterbein College, Lebanon 
Valley College, Leander Clark College, Indiana Central University, 
York College, Kansas City University, Philomath College. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE 
STANDARDS Oe. WC eC Cees NiGre ICCA Pcs 
Admission ; 
Requirements, 15 15 ae S ae ce Sea 
15 1US% 2 ciotensaiet oe units units units units uni 
Graduation 128 136 126 126 126 128 120 
Requirements, Sem. oat oom ie one nee oe 
$20" | Semiew WRSeseisiecrees hours hours ours hours ours our 
Meachers’ a A.M.8 A.B.5 A:B.1 A.M. & AB.2 AM. 8 A.B. 3 
Requirements, Ph.D.6 A.M.5 A.M. 6 Ph.D.6 A.M.6 Ph.D.6 A.M, 2 
A. M, degree........ Se:Da1 Pawel 
D t t d 
Hess: i an ee a aloes 14 10 10 - 11 8 12 5 
Teachers giving three- 
fourths time to college 
WOKS Oia. s accnpiere oo erelais 12 8 ASEM DS Soe Sea hel 1OVACAEE ates 
Teachi hours, 
1G foxeOS ee 16 20 20 20 20 20 30 
Volumes in 5 
brary, : 5000 Byars 17,500 6,000 7,995 1,941 2,000 5,000 1,500 
Laboratory : i 
Equipment, $5000... $8,175 $25,000 $10,024 $7,444 $6,950 ...... $2,000 
Productive 
Eadoasene $200,000 225,000 60,225 203,500 26,591 28,526 ...... 17,000 
Budget required .... 59,068 50,000 28,689 20,207 25,577 30,000 4,190 
Current Income 59,196 50,000 28,521 138,946 20,577 14,000 4,000 


Further conclusions: 

That all our colleges strive to meet the scholastic requirements for 
teachers, the number of organized departments, and the number of 
teaching hours for heads of departments by September 1, 1917. 

That all our colleges strive to separate the academy from the col- 
lege in its teaching and reach the minimum of 200 collegiate students 
at the earliest possible date. 

That all our colleges make strenuous efforts to wipe out their 
indebtedness, to meet their current expenses each year, and to reach 
as soon as possible the minimum endowment requirement of $200,000, 


The Financial Situation. 


F. E. Brooke, J. H. Harris, M. B. Spayd, Ernest Philipps, and G. M. 
Mathews have constituted the committee on this subject. The study 
by this committee as to the actual situation has been very easy and 
the conclusions brief. It is not difficult to see that all our institutions 
are in need of better equipment and larger endowment, From this 
viewpoint we only had one standard institution at the beginning of 
the quadrennium, Leander Clark College. Otterbein College came 
into the list in 1914, York College is just about or quite over the 
line. Others are on the way to better things. But we must quicken 
our pace if we are to hold our place among the cohorts of the King. 

To quote from the committee’s last report: “Two of our colleges, 
possibly four, are doing standard work. The others are not able to 
meet the requirements of the State Board in their respective States. 
Why? They haven't the money. Not one of our colleges is able to 
meet its running expenses without constant solicitation among its 
friends to cover annual deficits arising from lack of patronage and 
inadequate endowment. Some less, others more, but all are alike in 
this respect. 

“Why do we lag behind? Is it because our people are financially 
unable? No—we can if we will. We are not made up of the inordi- 
nately rich nor the very poor. Ours is a body of substantial, common 
people who bear the burden. No, we simply are not awake. We seem 
to be able to arouse our people to great enthusiasm over missions, and 
that is commendable; but what would missions amount to without mis- 
sionaries? From whence come the missionaries? So far as we know, 
they are college men and women. We are stoutly committed to a 
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great church-building program, and this is well, but who shall fill the 
new pulpits? As a matter of fact, we cannot supply those we already 
have with efficient men. In almost every instance the churches which 
we have been compelled to vacate and sell are the results of the lack 
of capable men to man them. Because we believe in missions, home 
and foreign, in church erection, in high-class church literature, and the 
many other activities of an aggressively militant church, we say, 
Endow Our Colleges, and Do It Now. ; 

“We rejoice to see the awakening that has come, and is coming in 
greater Measure, we confidently believe, all over our Church regarding 
this imperative need. But we would set a goal. Anything short of an 
adequate, permanent, well-guarded endowment for each one of our 
educational institutions, will prove a broken reed. 

“Why not set the mark at two millions of dollars for the whole 
denomination? We can raise it. This amount equitably distributed 
would meet the present needs and could be added to until each insti- 
tution has a cool million in its war chest. Then would Zion put on 
her beautiful garments and go forth triumphantly in every department 
—like an army with banners. God Wills It and we can do it if we will.” 

Policy. 

C. J. Kephart. Wm. E. Schell, H. H. Fout, S. F. Daugherty, W. S. 
Reese, H. W. Ward, and J. P. West make up the Committee on 
Policy. A digest of their conclusions follows: 

“We most earnestly call upon the people of the United Brethren 
in Christ and upon all who are interested in our Church enterprise 
to unite in earnest intercession before God that he will direct in all 
of our educational enterprises; and to unite in prayer for the leaders 
and faculties and students of all our institutions of learning, and for 
enlarged liberality in the financial support of all of our schools. 

“We most earnestly urge our people to come heartily to the active 
support of all of our schools in liberal contributions of money and 
in doing all that can be done to increase the attendance of students 
in all our institutions; for we believe that the interests of the king- 
dom of God through our educational work will be best promoted by 
rallying—the earnest, universal, and enthusiastic rallying—to the 
support of our existing institutions, by prayer, gifts, attendance of 
students, and words of encouragement to all the workers who are 
promoting the interests of our schools. 

“We urge all our colleges to increase their efficiency as rapidly 
as their financial support will warrant; to build up the attendance of 
students in the college classes; to guard most carefully in the selec- 
tion of teachers, that only men and women of true Christian character 
and life be teachers in our schools; to increase, as soon as financial 
conditions will permit, the salaries of the teachers in our colleges.” 


Religious Education. 


The following shows the amount of work in Religious Education 
carried by our several institutions of learning: 

Indiana Central University.—Required, Bible study twelve hours. 
Elective: Church History three hours, Missions three hours, Sunday- 
school Science two hours, Homiletics three hours, Christian Doctrine 
eight hours, Christian Evidences four hours. 

Kansas City University—Required: Bible Study six hours. Elec- 
tive: Bible Study four hours. Church History four hours, Psychology 
of Religion two hours, Social Teachings of Jesus two hours. 

In addition to this, Kansas City University conducts a school of 

_ Theology with full courses in Old and New Testament History. 
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Church History, Systematic Theology, Ecclesiastical Sociology, Homi- 
letics, Pastoral Theology, Evangelism, Comparative Religions, Sun- 
day-school Science, Missions, Deaconess Training, Child Study, and 
Religious Pedagogy. ‘ 

Leander Clark College—Required: Bible Study four hours, Theism 
and Evidences two hours. 

Lebanon Valley College—Required: Bible Study eight hours. Elec- 
tive: Old Testament History two hours, Comparative Religions two 
hours, and Sunday-school Teacher Training two hours. ‘ 

Otterbein College —Required: Bible Study eight hours. Elective: 
Bible Study eight hours, Church History four hours, Missions eight 
hours, Non-Christian Religions four hours, Religion and Morals four 
hours, Christian Evidences four hours. ; 

Philomath College—Elective: Bible Study nineteen hours, Sunday. 
school Teacher Training two hours, Missions two hours, Homiletics 
one hour, Church Discipline one hour, Christian Evidences four hours. 
Theology four hours, Sunday-school Science two hours. 

York College—Elective: Bible Study twelve hours, Outlines of 
Religion four hours, Psychology of Religion four hours. 

Shenandoah Collegiate Institute—Elective: Bible Study twenty 
hours, Bible History and Ethics ten hours. 

At Indiana Central University an hour represents twelve recitations; 
at the other institutions it represents eighteen. 


Teachers and Students. 

The following table shows the number of teachers, the attendance 
and number of young people studying for the ministry and missionary 
work during the scholastic year of 1916-1917. In some cases the 
figures are estimates, but are as nearly accurate as possible at the 
time of the issuance of this report, May 1, 1917. 





uw 

ae 
g 2 ze 
Si o an] 
s = ca 
aa n ne 
OtterbeinsGollesesey aa oe 26 550 60 
KeandersClarku@ollege nto 22, 160 8 
Kansas City University.......... a2 250 25 
PhilomatineaCollese.,.c stsee see. 10 90 10 
Lebanon Valley College.......... 26 425 31 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 7 74 74 
Shenandoah Collegiate Institute.. 23 26) 25 
VorkiG@ollevex sic uae a ee 19 750 13 
Indiana Central University....... 16 200 30 
174 esp 276 


The total number of students in the above-named institutions for 
the last year of the preceding quadrennium was 2,116. This shows a 
gain of 643 for the quadrennium. We have no data at hand from 
which to estimate the number of students studying for the ministry 
four years ago, Three years ago there were 238, 
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Material Holdings. 

The following table shows the value of the material holdings of our 
nine institutions of learning, according to the best information that 
could be secured for the year ending June, 1916. 
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CONFERENCE COLLECTIONS FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 
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OEP OMe aa te omeenlawrey 162.92 West Virginia ......... 435.43 
Rennsyl waniay wesc etset us. 2:123:92. OWihite Rivieti one ener 988.31 
St OSep Nene erie V4l420" WiscOnsig ho sci aecr ss 206.22 
Sandusky nhc ce tne et 2513997 Unclassined. -ceecesr er 467.54 
Southeast Ohio ........ 913.51 —___—— 
Vinginideasciakscmn eee 514.33 ‘Totalle .uearaoe $22,884.65 
West Tennessee ....... 17.01 
RECEIPTS FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 

Conference collections... 222") <2 Gentes meso a eee $22,871.76 
Loanstreturned:. io. sri ate eke one 20,578.20 
@thersourcesn ieee eee eee 1,489.40 $44,939.36 


EXPENDITURES FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 


TSO ANS ee ce aerate oe oar Okie ee eer EN $23,617.00 
Salaryvof Secretary-and Treasurer 2: ..2-.....1-ae 9,402.51 
Traveling expenses of officers and Board....... 2,955.83 
Printingandisupplies. tat: 626 ata ee oe toe 1,261.27 
Bostageand telephone etesss et en eee 624.88 
Glericalshelp&..aauinces ci ee ee ee 1,596.75 
Ofticettentaliy. an ..sc. ce eee Cee 435.50 
Commissions and legal work .................... 377.79 
Furniture) and, fixtures: 2-2 ese eee eee 134.05 
Miscellaneous: items: 2 sac-s.. 3 ate ioe ee 76.95 
Distribution to Finance Commission ............ 525.10 
Religious work in Ohio State University ...... 100.00 
Council of Church Boards of Education ........ 110.00 $41,217.63 


BENEFICIARY DISTRIBUTION AMONG SCHOOLS. 
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BENEFICIARY DISTRIBUTIONS TO THE CONFERENCES. 
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RULES RELATING TO LOANS. 

The Board of Education will make loans from the Educational 
Beneficiary Fund to persons properly recommended, who are in 
schools of our: own denomination preparing for the gospel ministry 
or mission or deaconess work, in accord with the following rules: 

1. Applications for loans must be made under the forms and pro- 
visions determined by the Board. 

2. The student applying for a loan must be properly recommended 
by his annual conference and by the faculty of the school in which 
he is a student. These recommendations must accompany each appli- 


- cation for a loan and must be of recent date. 


3. Each loan must be secured by a negotiable, legal note, signed 
by the beneficiary and bearing six per cent. annual interest after 
maturity. ; 5 

4. Inno case will a note be made for a longer term than five years. 
If for any good reason the Board should extend the time, the new 
note shall draw annual interest from date at six per cent. 

5. Within one year after the beneficiary concludes his studies in 
the schools of the United Brethren in Christ, he shall begin to repay 
the money borrowed from the Board whether the same is due or not, 
paying at least $50 per year and no less than one-fifth of his entire 
obligation each year. 
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6. Money loaned will be paid to students through some officer of 
their school in three installments, in November, January, and April. 
The note shall be given at the date of the last installment. 

7. Loans will not be promised when there is no money in the 
treasury. Should the aggregate loans voted to beneficiaries in any 
year exceed the amount available within the year, the Board will at 
its discretion reduce or cancel amounts so voted as loans. ; 

8. The amount to be loaned to any student in any year, or in any 
number of years, is determined by the Board and may be made to 
vary at the discretion of the Board. The loan to a member of the 
senior class in college shall not exceed $80; to a junior, $70; to a 
sophomore, $60; to a freshman, $50. To a college graduate who is 
pursuing a course in Bonebrake Theological Seminary, the loan shall 
not exceed $150. To others in the said Seminary, loans may be made 
corresponding in amount to that which their class standing would 
entitle them as indicated above, were they students in college. Ex- 
perience in the pastorate may be considered. 

9. Loans may be cancelled by the Board on account of the death 
of the beneficiary. 

10. If for any reason a beneficiary does not enter the ministry 
or mission or deaconess work of the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, in accord with the purpose avowed in the application, the en- 
tire amount of his loan or loans, whether legally due or not, shall be 
due and payable with six ver cent. interest from date by or before 
the first meeting of his annual conference after his leaving school. 
“School” is to be regarded as a school of the United Brethren in 
Christ. 

11. The beneficiary shall regard himself, within proper limits, as 
under the direction of the Board of Education. 

12. At the discretion of the Board, loans voted may be withheld on 
account of unworthy conduct on the part of the beneficiary, or for 
any other reason. 

13, In case loans are made to beneficiaries outside of the provi- 
sions of the above rules, security may be required, and interest may 
be charged at the discretion of the Board. 

14, These rules shall constitute the contract between the Board of 
Education of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the 
beneficiary who receives a loan or loans. 

15. The signature of the beneficiary shall be affixed to a copy of 
these rules, by which signature he binds himself to observe every 
requirement stated in any of these rules and in all of them. 

I hereby agree to the provisions of these rules. 

Name of Applicant f 

Date 


US: (a) ee Sepasietuel Sawin s Amire sien \@ et @ on) (a iWike Je) 6 eiing aula) aie visisicsiee) oie ite 


Bee tne ko Respectfully submitted, 
WM. E. SCHELL, Secretary. 


Doctor ScHELL. There are a few recommendations that came-from the 
Board of Education Committee that I would like to get in shape and present 
in good time Monday; and may I add this: co-operation spells success in 
education as well as in every department of the work of our beloved Zion. 


CO-OPERATION SPELLS SUCCESS, 
Select a magnet made of steel 
Of any given length; 
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Then double it and joy you'll feel 
In quadrupling its strength. 

Two times two—not four, but eight, 

Whenever we co-operate. 


Our mighty God can take just one 
And make a thousand flee; 

But give him two and then he’ll run 
Ten thousand to the sea. 

Things increase at a tenfold rate 

Whenever we co-operate. 


And I can take a hook and line 
And catch a single fish; 

But if you ’ll help me hold the seine, 
Well take in all you wish. 

A bigger catch and better weight 

Whenever we co-operate. 


Since this great truth is written large 
On products of the mine, 
Exhibited in battle charge 
Rewards the fisher’s time, 
*T is plain enough without debate, 
God wants us to co-operate. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have heard this splendid report with its fine poetic 
losing. What will you do with it? 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I move that the report 
Ye approved and referred to the Committee on Education. Approved, and 
eport referred. 

SroreTARY Hammack. The new rules of order are printed and can be 
listributed right now. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Let them be distributed. [Copies of revised rules, in- 
luding alphabetical list of delegates as corrected. were distributed. ] 

Tur Present. The hour is here for the regular program. I think we 
rill hold and hear the report of the treasurer of the Board of Education. 
"hese reports will now be distributed. 

Dr. A. S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. While this is being done, 
fr. Chairman, I bave a motion which I would like to make. 

THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Hammack. 

Docror Hammack. I want to move that a committee of three be an- 
jointed by the chair to prepare an appropriate paper on the official life 
nd work of Bishop Weekley, the same to be presented to this body and 
pread upon the General Conference minutes. 

Pror. MArk Kepren. I second the motion. Adopted. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. I would like to move that 
similar committee be appointed to prepare resolutions on the official life 
f Dr. Charles Whitney, to be placed upon the minutes of the General Con- 
erence. 

Seconded by two delegates. 

Tir PRESIDENT. The motion is adopted and the committees will be 
nnounced. We will hear from Brother Miller. 

L. O. Miller, Treasurer, submitted his repert as treasurer of the Board 
f Education. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER, BOARD OF EDUCATION, 
RECHIPTS. 
Conference: assessments i. a. os $22,871. 
Student: loaves returned.-.t.. 1 fee eee 18,530. 
Munded- loans returned! 4.4, 128? ee en 2,047. 
TMLOROS EG iised oR cis, via nn MEE ee ICES Ii 





Leatsn tos students. sac). chat eesca ee ee $21,417.00 
Traveling expense officers and board............. 2,855.83 
Salary of secretary and treasurer................ 9,402.05 
Clerical hetp 722 0i 00 22 28. | oe iw aaa aa Te gaa 15596 .75 
Printing and suppliee...2.0) Aa. Ba Aes te a © aie LOG S27 
Postage: .velephone,.."Obe., 2)... acres eee ee 624.88 
Office Gremtss Sans. badd .c7 2 eee ee ee ee 435.50 
Hurniture-and. furnishings. «1. en on aoe 1384.05 
Miscellaneows items). 3.34 cans oo. een a : 5 9 
Commissions and legal work, making collections... 302.29 
COurt \eOsts 7.2000 Poke te ear ee ieee eee ee 15.50 
Mow ShCONSLOSG. onc: snk cs va ea ee ee 25.00 
Distribution of Finance Commission............. 520.10 
POnded: 1oan- 0) 00s oe Se eek eee 2,200.00 
Work in Ohio State UNTVGUSTU You. ttre ie er eee 100.00 
Chureh)’Couneil 37.507 See eee aeerae a 110.00 


$44,939 .36 
3,227.23 


$48,166.59 


$40,917.63 
7,248.96 


$48,166.59 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECHIPTS. 
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1914 1A WS 1916 aera br Total 
Conference , 

Assessments $4,070.55 $6,436.54 $6,128.02 $6,236.65 $22,871. 
Student loans ; 

Returned Sona O 4,252.04 3,636.18 tL 092 HSE SO): 
Funded loans 

Returned 15372 .90 675.00 2,047. 
Interests ..... 2556 103.76 870.50 489.61 1,489 

Totals ...$7,628.64 $10,792.34 $12,007.60 $14,510.78 $44,939 

iach on enand: Marchas 151 98 cya saws. eee ici scs ois wick Ge sce evans Barents 
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Travel Expense 
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Salary of Sec. 

Rae As 201 Dd 2,490.00 2,465.00 2,430.00 9,402 
Clerical Help.. 125.58 bot 232 486.68 433.17 1,596 
Printing and 

Supplies .... 1276, 61 243.95 324.92 315.59 1,061. 
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Office Rents.. 106.00 136.00 104.75 88.75 435. 
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Court Costs, Fet- : 

terhof will . 75.00 Ubi 
Men’s Congress 25.00 25. 
Distribution of 

Finance Com. 362.00 163.10 525 
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tional Council 110.00 110 
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RECEIPTS BY CONFERENCES. 





1914 1915 1916 1917 Total | 

AUIE SMEN Vee rectese tee $368.90 $546.59 $544.84 $520.00 $1,980.33 
Caliiornia esc ee 202 32 118.48 46.21 103.41 298.4: 
Colorado site eee eee ery Sew! 29.00 31.20 109.25 
Columbia River ....... 15.60 38.41 31.66 29.96 115. G3 
Bast: OniOeen ees wert en 143.40 378.40 314.55 305 a kel 1,142 G6 
Hasteeennewy seks sek oe 314.56 645.45 669.89 694.91 2,324.81 
HWasSGePenMrss ce csays eres 5.60 25.24 Weal: 21.91 70. oe 
| Dy gy, = eee iO | eae 89.58 126.92 116.00 £14 25 446.75 
Georgia-Florida ...... 9.95 Te Pe! DEI Em ss eee me 21 41.54 
Pinel ainaees eee eee eee 6.05 74.56 63.74 67.55 211.9 
HOW altel en niet aoe oh (EAE 243.38 216.99 2145.09 739.31 
IG ANSA Ss Fi Woocheeie casas ae deus Posey 299.19 SIVAN SS 321.88 1,135.79 
HSOMEWCICY: zk come eerie 15 2.62 .94 3a 
WOudsianaris ste ce tt ol eke Saar 16.66 10.20 TAO 36. 1¢ 
Lower Wabash ....... 94.06 INA 147.18 3430 547.78 
NET TIO NS iboeey coe ew tee nawsl wee AEN OY: 507.75 478.20 460.00 1,870.17 
MACH Samiecen eyo ten cee 29.52 21.93 hie Gear? 35.95 102.12 
Minnesota. 1a 6s s1-. oes ib(ha als NGR3:2 31.58 25.510 90.15 
MiSSOUTI secure Ae 32.19 33.21 S877 36.97 134.24 
IMOMbaI A ees c>-.coecwoe che 41 .69 1.65 2.6 
INO ULLINOIShmsteance sisue oe 210)... 24 266.15 245.16 244.00 965.55 
ING DPASK Asc. siete 89.00 232.98 176.04 2A at'O) 712.0 
New Mexico .......... eS 5.80 7.07 6225 20.85 
OhiosGermanti sce eae 60.78 71.69 16.82 59.64 268.93 
Okdahomatweis..- shoes 12.49 36.97 35. 3:0 31 524 116.0 
OTREZON ake ee ee ee 31220 43.24 46.42 42.06 162.92 
Pennsylwaniar. =... ce. 400.00 498.37 635.25 590.30 2,123.92 
St JOSeph ek Gees 362.09 369.81 329.16 353.14 1,414.20 
SEV IORI ME ahs elena oy Bic 452.86 62a sles 536.67 529 53a 2,139.97 
Sec OhiOwee enue ce INGA 288.88 239.96 212.44 913.51 
VAneiniat ses see ce ake 95.53 149.35 134.78 1342 6:7 514.3 
West Tenn \ .. 0.6 «cc ce 6.34 OOM 4.67 AUS LIA 
Wier Voie se eee 83.05 eli On: 116.92 117.85 435.4 
WDIte River a.054.. dae OSes 2 Ogee 256.83 265.99 988.31 
NWS CONS IN eee pes 38.14 61.34 52 oil 54.23 206.22 
Unclassified] 2.45 aes .52 84.50 Sou ae 249.09 467.53 
INUCIE Naive mieribed ga Gone AN, 1.4] 
NOVAS Seat aac $4,070.55 $6,436.54 $6,128.02 $6,236.65 $22,871.76 


L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 





REPORT OF THE AUDITORS. ; 
Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 191 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session a 
sembied at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917: ; 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the books of the Gener | 
Church Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, for the year ending March 31, 1917, an 
herewith submit our report. 

We found his books correctly kept and proper vouchers for all cash di 
bursements. Our audit covered the checking of all vouchers for expendi 
tures, which we found to agree with the record. We verified his trial balane 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance as called for py hi 
books agreed with his bank balance and cash on hand. 
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This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 
completing the entire quadrennium, and in every-audit we have found his 
books correctly and systematically kept. : 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 
and, in our opinion, meets all the demands of the Church, 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK R. WRIGHT, Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 
HARRY PHNTZ, Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 


Pror. H. M. Amprosrk, of Kansas Conference. I move the report be 
referred to the proper committee. 

Seconded by Rev. J. H. Brunk, of Virginia Conference, and adopted, 
and report referred to Committee on Education. 

= THE PRESENT. Members of the Conference, I wish to introduce to you 
Mr. McCormick, of this city, secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, through 
whom we have kindly received assistance in our work. He has a few words 
to say to you. 

Mr. McCormick. Mr. Chairman, Bishops, and ladies and gentlemen: 
I don’t want to hold your work. I want to bring you a word of welcome 
from the business interests of the city of Wichita and show that they are 
not unmindful of your presence and that the city as a whole is glad and 
feels honored to have this representative body in its midst. We hope you 
will stay with us as long as the purposes for which you came require, and 
then will visit with us a while longer. We are proud of our city, in fact, we 
wouldn’t be good citizens if we were not. To be honored with a convention 
of this kind, we feel that we are getting in the big-city class. If there is 
anything the business organizations, which I have the honor to represent, 
can do to make your stay here more pleasant, we only want you to make it 
known. Our offices are on the ground floor of the Wichita Commercial 
Building. I thank you. [Applause.] 

BisHop Matuews. I think you are all in sympathy with what I say in 
making this request that the Bonebrake Seminary report be read and re- 
ferred to the proper committee, so ycu will have time to deliberate upon a 
very great departmental work. I would be pleased if you would waive the 
rules and have this report. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. I move that the rules be suspended so that the 
manager of the Bonebrake Theological Seminary can make his report at this 
time. 

Seconded by Prof. H. H. Baish, of Allegheny Conference. 

THE PresiIpENT. You have heard the motion that the rules be suspended. 
All in favor of the change so we can hear the report of the Seminary will 
signify by uplifted hand. Opposed by like sign. It is agreed to. We will 
hear the report of Dr. J. E. Fout, manager of the Seminary. While he is 
coming forward, I will announce the following committees. As the com- 
mittee to prepare resolutions on the life of Bishop Weekley, Dr. A. S. Ham- 
mack, Judge J. S. Kirkpatrick, and Prof. Mark Keppel. As the committee to 
prepare resolutions on the life of Charles Whitney: Rev. L. S. Woodruff, 
Dr. J. E. Shannon, and Dr. E. W. Curtis. 

We will now hear the report of Doctor Fout. 

Dr. J. E. Fout submitted his report as follows: 


REPORT OF MANAGER OF BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 


To the Bishops and Delegates of the Twenty-seventh General Con- 
ference: 
GreetinG:—It is with thankfulness to Almighty God for his abound- 
ing grace and mercy that this report is submitted to your honorable 
body. The quadrennium just closed has been one of hard, earnest 


ho 


16 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


effort on the part of all officially connected with the Seminary. To 
present to you a report of the work accomplished by this department 
in a brief way, would be impossible, for it cannot be measured by the 
dollars secured alone, but by the service rendered to the entire denom- 
ination. 

This institution stands at the very head of our educational work, 
and has for its one aim and purpose the training of the men and 
women who are to be leaders in the ministry and missionary work or 
the Church. Some one has said, “No church ever rises higher than 
her ministry.” If this.is true, how important and far-reaching the 
work of that institution which has for its one object the training of 
the ministry of the Church! , 

During this quadrennium there have been graduated from the 
Seminary seventy-eight young men and young women. These have 
gone back into their respective conferences or into the mission field, 
and are doing heroic work for the Master. In addition to these, there 
were eighteen in the graduating class this year. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


The dormitory rooms have been redecorated each year during the 
quadrennium, and considerable new furniture and bedding pur- 
chased. The halls were also redecorated twice, giving the old build- 
ing a clean, neat appearance. Electric lights were installed in the 
office and hall of the main floor. 


LIBRARY. 


The library is located on the second floor of the building. It is 
crowded to such an extent that its utility is greatly diminished. A 
new arrangement by which we ranced some of the books in the recita- 
tion rooms, will add greatly 66th to the looks and utility of the 
library. 


RECITATION ROOMS. 


We have six active professors and five recitation rooms. You can 
readily understand that our teachers cannot do their best work under 
such conditions. New, modern buildings are a necessity if the insti- 
tution is to meet the demands of the Church. 


THE SEMINARY RANCH. 


This ranch is located in Thomas County, Kansas, and consists of 
5,120 acres. Six sections, or 3,840 acres, were donated to the insti- 
tution during the former management. Two sections, or 1,280 acres, 
were purchased in 1910 in order to give us a solid body of land, At 
the last General Conference, the Manager, in his report, said: “After 
a very careful study of conditions obtaining in the county, it became 
evident that we could not depend upon the growing of wheat or 
barley alone; that if the Seminary is to reap a regular and certain 
income from this ranch, then it must be turned largely to a live 
stock ranch.” But how to do this was the question. With the already 
heavy burden of debt upon us, the Board of Directors did not see its 
way clear to order the borrowing of money for this purpose until in 
May, 1915. The Board at this meeting granted our request for author- 
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ity oi borrow the money with which to purchase live stock for the 
ranch. 

At the same meeting, in 1915, the Board was gracious enough to 
grant me, at my request, an advisory committee on management of 
the ranch. Messrs. S. C. Caldwell, of Swanton, Nebraska, and 
Howard L. Baker, of LaCrosse, Kansas, were appointed. Two better 
qualified men could not be found anywhere. These brethren took up 
the work with their usual earnestness and devotion to every interest 
of the Church and have given their services cheerfully and freely, 
without material remuneration. 

The Ranch Committee joined the Manager in a request to the 
Board that all the profits from the ranch remain on it for three years 
in order to develop it, and that they authorize a loan for live stock 
sufficient to at least partly stock the same. The Board granted the 
request. In January, 1916, the money was borrowed and 180 cows 
purchased. 

Our elevator, which is located on the Rock Island right of way, cost 
the Seminary $5,500. It was purchased from J. N. Fike, who owed 
the institution considerable money for wheat rent, in August, 1913. 
In this way Mr. Fike paid the institution, and at the same time the 
elevator became a valuable asset to the ranch. It has paid for itself 
more than once, and at the same time has served as a granary, or 
grain storage plant, where we keep our seed and other grain. It has 
a capacity of about twenty-five thousand bushels of grain. : 

We now have on the ranch twenty-five horses, five mules, 190 cows 
and calves, and seven hogs. Since the appraisement was made of the 
live stock on the ranch, March 28, 1917, the fat hogs have been sold. 
They were appraised at $500. Two of them were killed for meat for 
the ranch, and the remainder sold for $532. This will show you how 
conservatively the stock was appraised. 

There are now on the ranch two good houses, one with four rooms 
and a cellar, and the other with five rooms and a cellar; two good 
barns, one 36x96 feet, and the other 36x100 feet; a good implement 
building for sheltering our farm implements, 40x60 feet, three cattle 
sheds, one 14x100 feet, one 14x120 feet, and one 18x60 feet; ten wells 
and eight windmills; a storage tank for water for the live stock which 
will hold over seven thousand barrels of water; water tanks, plows, 
disc harrows, harness, a 40-80 gas tractor, wagons, drills, reapers, 
cultivators, and all necessary farm machinery. We are now able to 
do all our own work practically, hiring only the men to run the 
machinery. 

We also have about twenty-four miles of barbed-wire and four miles 
of woven-wire fence on the ranch. 

A plat of the ground showing the original gift of Mr. Bonebrake, 
as well as the land purchased, may be seen in the. Seminary Exhibit. 
and the Manager will take pleasure in answering any question or 
questions concerning the same. j 

This was our first year under the new plan for operating these lands, 
namely, the handling of stock, as well as the growing of wheat. We 
had on the ranch last year 9,865 bushels of wheat, and 4,500 bushels 
of barley. The corn grown was used to fill‘our silo, 
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The sale of live stock this year amounted to $9,304.74, and we had 
remaining live stock to the appraised value of $20,520.00. 

It is the judgment of the ranch committee and Manager that 
these lands will return a net income of $15,000 per year to the Sem- 
inary at the expiration of the time given by the Board for its develop- 
ment, or after 1918. 

Our local superintendent, Mr. R. H. Rodruck, is a very capable man 
for the position, and is doing heroic work. He carries out the plans 
of the committee and manager faithfully, and is an honest, hardwork- 
ing servant of the Seminary, and of this Church, of which he has 
beeh a member since childhood. 


OTHER REAL ESTATE. 


The Friedley Farm, consisting of 1382 acres, is loeated in Clay 
County, near Clay City, Indiana. It lies on the Eel River, and is, 
therefore, frequently flooded. During the quadrennium, our returns 
from this farm were comparatively small. 

The Peckham Farm, consisting of eighty acres, is located near 
Sidney, Ohio, and is a fine farm of valuable land. The returns from 
this farm during the quadrennium were likewise small. We must 
remember that even good land sometimes fails to produce good crops 
—especially of a dry year, and we have had two of them during this 
quadrennium in that section of the State. 

The Texas land consists of 160 acres in Martin County, near Stan- 
ton, Texas. It is on our books at $1,600, although we have been 
offered $3,500 cash for it. Hon. John Hulitt, at that time (1913) 
a member of the Board of Directors, gave the Seminary three vendor’s 
lien notes on this land. Foreclosure became necessary to protect the 
institution. At Mr. Hulitt’s suggestion, we began foreclosure pro- 
ceedings, and in the midst of these received a proposition asking us 
to aceept the land in full payment of our claim. After due considera- 
tion, the committee and manager agreed to accept the same. We have 
received from this land during the three years we have owned it, 
$705.99 net, or about fifteen per cent. on the book value of the land. 
Neither the Board, committee, nor the manager has seen this land 
at any time. It is handled entirely by correspondence. It adjoins the 
town site of Stanton, and was sold at one time for over $6,000. We 
believe that so'long as it yields a reasonable return on the book or 
gift value of the land, it should be held by the Seminary. 


DAYTON VIEW REAL ESTATE. : 

The Seminary owns 269 acres and thirty-two lots in Dayton View 
district, Dayton, Ohio, which is regarded as one of the very highest 
class residential districts in the city. This land was purchased in 191). 

In the autumn of 1910, it became apparent to the Manager, through 
friends of the Seminary, that it would not be advisable to erect any 
new buildings on the present Seminary site, which consists of five 
acres, inclusive of streets. We have about three and one-half acres 
on the old site, exclusive of streets. The matter was referred to the 
Executive Committee, which, after careful consideration, concurred 
unanimously with this opinion. The majority of the directors residing 
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in the State of Ohio, they were Invited to a conference in March, 1911. 
They were given the facts and taken to view the ground contemplated 
for the new site. They agreed unanimously with the Executive Com- 
mittee and manager. Twenty acres had been selected as admirably 
adapted for a new site, and an option taken on it. It was necessary 
to purchase this land before April 1, if it was to be secured. While 
the members of the Board who were present could not take any 
official action, they each signed the following statement: 

“We, the undersigned members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, having met with the Executive 
Committee and the manager and considered the matter of improving 
the grounds and building, would recommend: 

“First, That no improvements be made on the present grounds 
before the next Board meeting. 

“Second, That we approve of the Executive Committee and manager 
taking advantage of the option on the twenty acres of ground known 
as the Garber tract.” 

In harmony with this resolution, and the unanimous opinion of the 
Executive Committee the ground was purchased. : 

Toward the latter part of April, Miss Harriet Long gave the Sem- 
inary two double houses located in Dayton, and fifty acres of ground, 
in consequence of our purchasing fifty acres adjoining. This land is 
near the ground originally purchased. 

When the Board convened in May, 1911, the members were taken 
as a body over the new site selected, and over our present site, and 
shown its environs. The Committee on Ways and Means, made its 
report as follows: 

“We express ourselves as favorable to the relocation of the Sem- 
inary, which, in our judgment, would largely increase its efficiency 
and bring the entire Church more fully in harmony with its purpose 
and work, the exact location to be determined by the manager and 
Executive Committee.” 

The “exact location” referred to above grew out of the fact that 
the Board members, when they saw the ground adjacent to the new 
site, felt that the woods north of the site selected, containing thirty 
and one-half acres, and the piece directly west of it, containing 
twenty-seven and one-half acres, should be purchased. If such could 
be accomplished, the understanding was that the site for our new 
buildings should be moved so that they ‘would occupy part of each of 
these pieces of ground, thus guaranteeing to the institution the privi- 
lege of protecting its environment by controlling the sale of lots 
adjacent to its location. 

The above report was signed by the Ways and Means Committee, 
composed of Bishop W. M. Weekley, John Hulitt, and S. W. Lott. 

On July 3 of that year, the Manager was asked to meet with the 
members of the Executive Committee who were in the city, and cer- 
tain other officials and prominent men of the Church, for a conference 
at the Phillips House, July 4. Previous to this, the manager had no 
thought of increasing our holdings beyond the two pieces of ground 
indicated by the Board of Directors adjacent to the site purchased. 
We met at the Phillips House according to appointment. Confidence 
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in securing a very large gift from a well-known philanthropist was 
expressed by persons present, which gift comprehended the removal 
of one of our institutions to Dayton, The committee and Manager 
were asked to purchase additional land adjoining what we had, in the 
Seminary’s name, until the matter of the gift could be consummated. 
Of course we objected and said that we could not do it. Then it was 
stated that it was not the thought that the Seminary should assume 
any financial responsibility in the matter; that they were willing to 
put up a written guaranty that, if the contemplated gift was not 
secured by October 1, 1911, they would form a company and take the 
real estate off the hands of the Seminary. In this, members of the 
committee present concurred. These men were honest in their con- 
victions and purpose, but it was insisted that we could not purchase 
the land, for the Seminary had no money out of which it could make 
the purchase. It was stated that we were willing to make the pur- 
chase on the conditions named, in case the Treasurer thought it was 
feasible, and he would furnish the money. We adjourned to the office 
of the Treasurer, who agreed that it was a desirable thing, and he 
would try to furnish the means. 

If this cowld have been accomplished, the greatest thing for our 
educational work, perhaps in our history, would have been achieved ; 
but the gift was not secured, and the guaranty not met. 

When the directors convened in their regular session, April 26, 1912, 
they were taken over this real estate, and all of it shown to them. By 
request, we met that afternoon in executive session, and the guaranty 
and every fact connected with the entire transaction was explained 
to the Board in detail. Nothing was withheld. The Manager stated 
emphatically that the entire matter was wp to the Board of Directors, 
and that he would abide their decision. No coercion was used, nor 
undue influence brought to bear upon the Board either by the Man- 
ager or any member of the committee, so far as he knows. In answer 
to a query at that meeting as to whether we could carry this real 
estate, the Manager stated that in his judgment we could earry it, 
provided we had the support of the entire Board of Directors. 

At this executive session, it was decided that the Ways and Means 
Committee shoula report the decision of the Board at its regular 
session. This committee reported as follows: 

“5. New Seminary Site: That we approve of the purchase during 
the year of the lands adjacent *to the new Seminary site, and we 
recommend that no further purchases be made in connection with 
said site without the consent of the Board.” 

This report was alsv signed by the Committee on Ways and Means. 
Thus the Board of Directors shared willingly and fully the responsi- 
bility of the transaction. 

From that time forth, the committee and Manager set themselves 
to the task of carrying this real estate so as not to involve the institu- 
tion in debt beyond the value of the land. 

; We are asked why the land has not been disposed of. The answer 
is clear to any one who knows anything about conditions in Dayton. 
The terrible flood of 1913 eame Just at the time when the committee 
was planning for the disposal of the ground. Property values depre- 
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ciated in Dayton, and financial conditions were such that nobody 
would undertake development work. 

We are just now reaching the condition in Dayton where this real 
estate may be handled without loss to the institution, thus confirming 
the judgment of the committee and manager that Dayton real estate 
is bound to come back to more than its former value. 


FINANCIAL CONDITIONS. 


The financial statement will show something. of the work which 
has been done and reveal the fact that the financial condition of the 
Seminary is as good as it has ever been. During the quadrennium 
we have paid in salaries, $57,979.05; in interest, $58,392.68; in annu- 
ities, $21,944.27; for fuel, light, and water, $1,443.15; for traveling 
expense of the Board and faculty in visiting colleges and conferences, 
the Manager, and Seminary Extension work, $7,956.26; for taxes and 
insurance, $6,119.80; for repairs, $2,419.41; for students’ rents, 
$1,876.50; for printing and supplies, postage, telephone, and tele- 
graph, $3,285.65; for the library, $379.29; for legal fees, $688.55; 
for janitor and supplies, $3,383.68; for office help and treasurer’s 
expense, $5,164.87; for field work, salary, and traveling expenses, 
$10,705.39; for ranch and farm expenses, $93,925.37; for sundries, 
1,808.33; for scholarships, $460.00; for new furniture, $131.92; for 
Cowden Chair expenses, $243.41; for new land improvements, $1.191- 
50; borrowed money paid, $164,578.95. Total expenditures, $444,- 
071.13. Cash on hand March 31, 1917, was $5,611.21; total expendi- 
tures, inclusive of cash on hand, $449,682.34. 

_We received from the budget, $42,755.25; borrowed money, $193,- 
276.87; Kansas ranch and farms, $90,178.26; drew on the Contingent 
Iund to the amount of $27,953.07; making a total of $354,163.45. 

Deducting this from our total expenditures, which were $449,682.34, 
inclusive of cash on hand, leaves a balance of $95,518.89 which was 
secured outside the budget, borrowed money, or the Contingent Fund 
of the Seminary.» To this should be added the increase in the perma- 
nent funds. The Endowment Fund increased from $293,615.70 in’ 
1913, to $309,934.66 in 1917, a net gain of $16,318.96. The Building 
Fund from $383,977.91 in 1913 to $46,627.89 in 1917,-a net gain of 
$12,649.98. The Cowden Memorial Fund from $363.27 in’1913 to 
$18,732.57 in 1917, a net gain of $18,369.30. The Scholarship Fund, 
which consisted of $1,000 in 1913, and was included in the Endow- 
ment Fund at that time, has been established by order of the Board 
as a separate fund, taken out of the regular Endowment Fund, and 
now amounts to $3,750. Building, grounds, and library investment 
from $50,309.34 in 1913 to $50,342.59 in 1917, a net gain of $33.25. 
Total increase in funds, $51,121.49. Adding this to the above amount, 
$95,518.89, gives a total of $146,640.38, which we necessarily had to 
provide in order to pay the expenses and preserve the funds of the 
institution. Thus you will see that $36,660.09 of new funds were 
secured each and every year of the quadrennium from sources out- 
side the budget. Moreover, during this quadrennium, the committee 
and Manager have had the burden of the development of the Kansas 
ranch, requiring a great deal of time and effort on the part of both. 
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And while this money has been raised, and because it was raised, 
every fund of the institution has increased, except the Contingent 
or Expense Fund, and its decrease was deducted above. Not one dol- 
lar of money given to any of these funds has been perverted or used 
for other purposes. In other words, the funds of the institution have 
been kept distinct and separate, and sacred to the purposes for which 
they were given. 

There has been no increase in values by the reappraisement of any 
properties. In other words, all our real estate and other property isin — 
our books at the same value they were in 1913, except where permanent 
improvements were made on the same, and the Kansas ranch live- 
stock appraisement. 


A COMPARISON. 

The assets of the institution March 31, 1909, were $245,497. When 
the present manager took charge, July 1, 1909, there had accumulated 
a debt of $5,000, making the net assets $240,497.00. The net assets 
March 31, 1917, were $464,538.76, a net gain in seven years and nine 
months of $224,041.76, or nearly $29,000 each year of my incum- 
bency. In addition to this we have charged off our books as non- 
collectable, $15,593.70 during this quadrennium. All this has been 
done while your committee and Manager have earried one of the 
heaviest burdens ever cast upon men in any of the departments of 
the Church, namely, the indebtedness for the Dayton View real estate. 
It cost us more for interest last year than all the salaries combined. 
But the money was secured, and the Church ought to thank God that 
it was secured. 


INCREASED EXPENSES. 


Moreover, you should know that the Seminary has been growing 
in efficiency through these years, entailing greatly increased expense. 
Its curriculum is much more extensive, and its standard of work 
higher than ever before. During the years we have continued the 
custom of giving $2 per month to each married student, and $1.50 
per month to each young woman, to apply on his or her rent in lieu 
of the free room rent secured by single men living in the dormitory. 
Then, too, eight years ago, the faculty consisted of five members, with 
salaries for the year, including the salary of the manager, of $8,800 
per annum. To-day we have seven men in the faculty, and a new and 
important department carried, which is known as Seminary Extension. 
These men, together with the manager, receive an aggregate salary of 
$14,250 per annum. : 


‘ STANDARD AND EFFICIENCY. 

The standard of the Bonebrake Theological Seminary is one of 
which the entire denomination can well be proud. Leaders among 
the theological seminaries of America place a high estimate upon the 
work done in this institution. The curriculum has been revised and 
enlarged from time to time, and the standard for admission raised. 
The educational requirements for admission to the Seminary are 
sufficiently rigid to exclude all persons from the Regular, the Greek- 
English, or the English course who have not completed a standard 
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preparatory course for college, or a high-school course or its fair 
equivalent. Applicants are admitted to special studies upon arrange- 
ments with the faculty, and in lieu of a diploma, a certificate testify- 
ing to the amount and character of work done in the institution is 
given. 

The Regular Group consists of the studies usually offered in theo- 
logical institutions, requiring faithful application of all the student’s 
time, and challenging the best efforts of the brightest men. To this 
group or course, only college graduates, or persons who have taken 
a standard preparatory course for college, or a high-school course or 
its fair equivalent, are admitted. When non-college men are admitted 
to the Regular Group, they are required to maintain a high standard 
of class-room work, and agree to stay four years. 

The degree of bachelor of divinity is conferred only upon recog- 
nized college graduates with the degree of A.B., or an equivalent 
degree, when they have completed the Regular Group with credit. 

The institution is maintaining a most commendable standard of 
work. If a student enters and is unable to do the work, of course he 
is sent home. Eight men dropped out during the past year because 
they were unable to do the work. Moreover, some of the college grad- 
uates are unable to maintain the required standard of class work, and 
are required to stay four years in order to complete the course. 

_ The graduates are now going out better qualified for the work of 
the ministry than perhaps at any period in the history of the insti- 
tution. 

We have a faculty consisting of six active members, and one pro- 
fessor emeritus, the latter having charge of the Seminary Extension 
work. The members of the faculty have had wide opportunity for 
specific qualification for the work they are doing. All of them have 
had the advantages of post-graduate work in the universities of this 
country, and most of them have studied in universities abroad. 


SEMINARY EXTENSION. 


This is a new feature of our Seminary work, and is meeting with 
general favor throughout the Church. Its aim is to induce every 
pastor to specialize in the study 9 God, book by ‘book, 
and then in a systematic way to teach his people. The beneficial 
results are so numerous and varied that they cannot be given in this 
report. Suffice it to say that every conference in the denomination 
has adopted the method and assigns topics year by year to its pastors, 
except one, and even that one has endorsed the movement. Many pas- 
tors are rejoicing in the benefits derived from this course of study. 

We believe that there is a great opportunity here for this General 
Conference to take such action as may be necessary for the greater 
development of this agency as an educational force in the denomina- 
tion. Whatever may be our attitude toward the various departments 
of the Church, one thing is certain, and that is that the permanent 
progress of the denomination is dependent more largely upon a well 
prepared ministry than anything else. Indeed, plans should be made 
‘which would include the challenging of our young people to that 
consecration which would cause them to hear the call: of God and 
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respond affirmatively to the appeal for workers in the Master’s vine- 
yard. 

The Seminary Extension work has been most favorably received 
throughout the denomination, but it needs that direction which 
would lead those pursuing such a course to that degree of proficiency 
which could be substituted for the regular course of reading, perhaps, 
or trom which credits could be secured in the English Course at the 
Seminary. 

Dr. G. A. Funkhouser, professor emeritus in the faculty of the 
Semmary, has worked unceasingly and untiringly in his efforts to 
advance this great cause. He is worthy of every commendation and 
encouragement. 


OUR FIELD MEN. 


Rev. T. G. Breaw worked for the institution from September, 1914, 
to March 1, 1916. Rev. N. H. MacAllister, a student, was employed 
during the summer of 1915. Rev. S. W. Keister, D.D., worked for us 
a little over one month last autumn. 

Rev. L. P. Cooper has been employed during the entire quad- 
rennium. Each of these brethren did good work, and are to be com- 
mended. Rev. Mr. Cooper has remained faithful to the work, and 
has labored heroically. He has been favorably received by our pastors 
and people everywhere, and has met with good success. He is worthy 
of the confidence which the Church has placed in him. 


OUR NEED. 


1. Our New Buildings. We now have $46,627.89 in the New 

Building Fund. This money was loaned to the Dayton View real 
estate account, but it will be available as soon as we are permitted 
to dispose of the land. 
' Our old building erected in 1878 has served the Church well as an 
administration building, but it is too small. Five recitation rooms 
and six active professors are sufficient evidence of the inadequacy 
of its appointments. The library is crowded to such an extent that 
the greatest value cannot be realized from it by our students. 

The time is now ripe in the city of Dayton for the development of 
the Dayton View land, and it should be done, and thereby release the 
funds tied up in them, stop our interest charges, and open the way for 
the erection of new buildings. It can and should be done during the 
next quadrennium. This year married students and young women 
are paying enough in rent for rooms about the institution to ‘pay the 
interest on the cost of a modern, up-to-date apartment building, or 
flat. Indeed, the cultural atmosphere of the Seminary will be intensi- 
fied many times when this is done. = 

2. An Enlarged Productive Endowment. In many of the theo- 
logical seminaries of this country, the directors are requiring the 
members of the faculty to do research work in their respective depart- 
ments. This ought to be done in our own Seminary. The men ought 
to be given time in which to do that kind of work. Then we ought 
to have a regular teacher in elocution, and in some other ways the 
work could be advanced if: we had the money. 
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You will observe that our Endowment Fund, amounting to $309,-— 
934.66, consists of our Kansas land, valued at $167,035.75, from which 
we will receive no return until it is developed, or until 1919; the 
105 acres of Pike County, Illinois, land on which the donor holds a 
life lease and receives all the profits; 1628 West First Street, which is 
rented at $19 per month, giving us $228 gross return; 1566 West First 
Street, which is rented at -$262 for the year gross return. Our notes 
do not bear interest, so that we have only the income from the mort- 
gage loans, which are $26,883.63, aggregating perhaps $1,600. This, 
together with the above rents, amounts to about $2,000 exclusive of 
the returns from the Peckham Farm and the Texas land. All to- 
gether, we are not receiving, since the Kansas ranch retains its 
profits at this time, more than $3,000 income from our Endowment 
Fund of $309,934.66. 

We need $500,000 of productive endowment, and I pray that you 
will emphasize this need to the Church. 

3. An Enlarged Student Body. The Seminary, if it is to meet 
the growing demands of the Church, ought to graduate at least fifty 
young men every year. This would mean an average student body of 
approximately two hundred. From whence shall they be secured? 
From our conferences? Nay, verily, but from our colleges. The 
premium must be placed by. this Conference, and then by the whole 
Church, upon the college which magnifies and exalts the ministry. 
Our colleges were once invidiously denominated preacher factories, 
but such is not the case to-day. Would it be an impracticable thing 
to urge them to-day, in this hour of such tremendous ministerial 
dearth, to appeal to every young man to listen to the call of God? 

Then there should be an appeal to the fathers and mothers of the 
Church to dedicate their sons and daughters to this great work, until 
such an army of servants of the Most High shall be thrust into 
the work that the whole world may hear the blessed story and turn 
to him and live. 

4. Scholarships. In addition to the valuable assistance given to the 
students for the ministry and missionary work by the Board of Edu- 
cation, the Seminary should have a large number of scholarships, the 
income to be given to worthy students under the direction of the 
faculty. 

We need.a number of them if we are to meet the requirements of 
our. young people preparing for the ministry. Other churches ‘are 
offering them scholarships, which have caused some of them to go to 
other schools, from which they do not return to us. The Conference 
should give careful consideration to this matter. It would seem that, 
in this hour of ministerial dearth, we ought to find five hundred 
churches which would furnish five hundred men during the next quad- 
rennium. Then there ought to be five hundred men and women and 
strong churches willing to undertake the task of furnishing these 
young people sufficient means to help them through the colleges and 
Seminary. ‘ This could be done by creating a’ general scholarship’ 
fund,-or by individual scholarships, as the individual solicited might 
desire.’ Twenty-five thousand dollars would keep fifteen young men 
in school each year and not deplete the fund; or, by opening the way 
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for these young men to earn something during the school term, it 
might keep thirty in the process of training. What possibilities are 
here for the Church. If the pastor is the key man in the local church, 
or if the Church never rises higher than her ministry, is there any- 
thing of greater importance in the work of the entire denomination 
than that of training more ministers and church workers? God 
hasten the day when every pastor in every pulpit of the denomination 
shall be a trained man. Our colleges are suffering more from a lack 
of this, in my humble judgment, than from any other cause. The time 
is here when this Church must insist upon young men going to school 
instead of taking charges, and then it must, and I believe it will, 
plan to help them during their college and Seminary work by gift 
funds in addition to the loans granted them by the Board of Educa- 
tion from the Beneficiary Aid Fund. The Church must come to the 
assistance of these young men to such an extent that they will not 
go into our pulpits so burdened with debt as to mar their efficiency. 

Would it be impracticable to require our annual conference super- 
intendents to report the names of each and every young person to 
whom they issue a quarterly conference license to a central board, say 
the Board of Education, and make it the duty of the Board of Edu- 
cation to look after and advise these young men about their educa- 
tional work, turning them to our colleges and Seminary? Also, 
provide that the Board of Education and the conference shall be re- 
quested to assist these young men and young women in their work of 
preparation. Personally, I believe that it is the thing to be done, and 
it would mean the turning of many young men and young women to 
our colleges and thence to the Seminary. 

5. Prayer. If there was ever a time when the Church ought to be 
called to prayer, it is now. The Church is being swept off its feet 
with the wave of commercial greed and pleasure seeking. It is for- 
getting God as the source of power and strength. Shall we not urge 
our people to set apart some time every day to pray for the Church, 

~and that God will “thrust forth” men into his ministry? Have them 
pray for the ministry that they may be holy men of God, and for the 
Seminary that it may continue to send forth an increasingly large 
number, thoroughly furnished for the work. 


COMMENDATION. 


To the Executive Committee who have carried the heavy burdens 
of the finances during these years, and to the Board and other un- 
named friends who have given financial aid and encouragement, 
I want to express my sincere thanks. While this report is not what 
we had hoped it would be, it represents the best efforts of my life. 


MARY A. HERR GIFT. 


During this quadrennium, the Seminary was made the residuary 
legatee in the will of Mary A. Herr estate. The will did not indicate 
any special fund to which this money should be credited. Prior to 
her death, she had given large sums to us for the work. The will was 
contested by a half-sister, Mrs. Herr’s husband, and also her only 
child, had preceded her to their reward; so there were no direct heirs. 
We are glad to state that the Supreme Court confirmed the decision 
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of the Orphans’ Court, which was in our favor. We received approxi- 
mately $32,000 from her estate. This, with her previous gifts, easily 
makes her the largest giver to the Seminary among its many donors. 

Because of her interest in, and large gifts to, the Seminary, the 
Executive Committee and Board directed that, when our next build- 
ings are erected, a memorial room shall be dedicated to the memory 
of this devoted family. We reserved a grandfather’s clock and furni- 
ture used by them, for this room. It is valuable, but its value is not 
included in our inventory. 


AUDIT. 


The books of the institution have been audited each year of the 
quadrennium, and the past two years by a public accountant. 


RECOM MENDATIONS. 


1. That you inaugurate the movement to secure five hundred addi- 
tional young men and young women for the gospel ministry and mis- 
sionary work of the Church during the next quadrennium, and five 
hundred men and women and churches to assist them in securing their 
college and Seminary training. With the call for men in practically 
all our conferences, it seems to be the opportune time for our Church 
to take a strong stand not only in lifting a high standard for ad- 
mission into the ministry, but also in furnishing the money by which 
these young people may be trained for this great work. We need the 
workers, and if they are found the Church ought to see to their train- 
ing for the work. 

2. That you endorse the action of the Board of Directors of the 
Seminary in authorizing the securing of scholarships. We ought 
to have fifty scholarships this year. It would mean fifty young men 
taking their training. 

3. That you appoint a day when from all our pulpits the claims 
of the Christian ministry may be presented to our young people and 
that they be urged to hear the call of God for definite service. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


I submit herewith a statement of the finances for the quadrennium 
ending March 31, 1917. 
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INVENTORIES COMPARED—ENDOWMENT FUND 
March 31,1918 March 31 ee 7 

















Morteace:dsoans sje fsken ns, once Mone $ 23,733 63 $ 26, 
Bonebrake Lands, 3,840 acres............ 105,920 00 120,235 75 
1,280-acres Kansas Lands....~+......-.s. 46,800 00 46,800 00 
105 acres Pike Co. Illinois Land......... 1,300 00 3,250 00 
1628 W. First St.,. Dayton, Ohio......... 2,500 00 : 
1566 W. First St., Dayton, Ohio......... 4,000 00 4,000 00 
Orchard Street Lot, Dayton, Ohio......... LIST O0 Te ee 
Wndowment Time Notes.................. 12,053 83 9,141 00 
Endowment Death Notes................. 40,600 00 42,550 00 
beckham: Harm, )cch cee le os ace ee ae er en 10,470 17 11,344 24 
iesteraWarm (364 e5 se a a nar a oe CE eee oes 15,444-60= ae eee 
Toledo Life Insurance Company Stock..... 500 00 213 25 
Hexas -aMds' sects, caranccersi seen § ate rae ieee mere are 1,600 00 
Loan to Real Estate Account............ 30,080 27 41,416 79 
MOtaler cere i erent Gi kehe Care can eet eee $293,615 70 $309,934 66 
CONTINGENT FUNDS COMPARED 
Grand) Rapids slot jee oe eee $ 400 00 $ 400 00 
Philadelpiiag lots no 4. eon ee 200 .00\- 2a a Sian 
Rriedleye Harm =i ste ek) aoe, pane eee 3,885 82 3,885 82 
Contingent ime “Notesasce cewe ee e ee 5,057 80 1232722 
Contingent Death Notes................. 11,080 00 11,700 00 
Public Utility Bonds terns ee ee 000 00 5,000 00 
Kansas 2Ranches:ay.niccn ta ee eae 8,325 49 30,161 80 
MALMSsETODeLEY 2 sista. ecient sonia oe ee D4 OO! St ie Sete te 
WiestaSalem sOhion Wandin oe eee ae ee 2,000 00 
MSansashanch Mleyacons se tee eee een eee 5,500 00 
Mary A.: Herr Wstate Balance...2570 260s. 0 0. Lone 1,407 65 
CASHES AEN. noe si Canin esd star Beak a ee ee ae 869 99 5,611 21 
RObAL* is lasik hapa cad hale ects Re $ 85,374 00 $ 77,993 70 
Loans from Other Funds................. 27,730 12 42,842 65 
Grand Totals sce ccs techy $ 68,104 12 $ 35,151 05 
NEW BUILDING FUND COMPARED 
Dimi 7NOtEs 5 tae ta Re oe ee ee $ 1,807 50 $ 5,366 50 
Death: Notes s. t.c0 oc stati eee eS .4,000 00 4,100 00 
Loan to Contingent Investments.......... 28,170 41 37,161 39 
TNO fall see. si te ean ee sees $ 33,977 91 $ 46,627 89 
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, FURNISHINGS, AND LIBRARY 
COMPARED 
Building and Grounds... seen ee eee $ 40,445 55 $ 40,445 55 
DAD Pay oe sre Ms oa Ake eee oe ee ee tee 4,309 87 5453 20 
Hurniture and. Mixtures=. 24.05 oe le en 6,826 92 6,988 37 
TGtalsgan. ticle Wenge istics tine Oe eee $ 51,582 34 $ 51,887 12 
Less Borrowed from Other Funds......... 1,273 00 1,544 53 
$ 50,309 34 $ 50,342 50 


REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
New Bite Hands, 5 5. casein abuses ec wn cietel ne a $300,662 57 


River=Street Property. cts se: heme He eens of ee eee 8.600 00 
Total cceF0.5.sn sR va cts mala Oech ean ieee ate ce a ae ea a $309,262 57 
Owing other’ funds: (24. cp. Moehens tres eee eee 47,798 57 
Borrowed Money <2. ,...sgue teanecee eee eee oI oeraa . $261,464 00 


Se me ee lee lt aerate ale A A NA en Are A ener manta 
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COWDEN FUND 

Comdenstoundowmentsl Olan a: .ieces ck sce Selene oo $363 27 
PERI CEENO LCS ea tete in cris ie HR crime CS Ook Biel cose pie meeoeig Na $ 1,875 00 
LYSE PINON IEE a ney aa Rote AC ne a ME 2 ae 6,000 00 
oanemtionO ther: Wun GS cie Gate ante ae aas oa Se Be 10,857 57 © 
SPOIL oc. ocd SSIS a EES aR ney, Gs ec OA es $ 18,7382 57 
oe OMA SEE SEIN Dita te ore ee Ge oko Vek eacee 3,750 00 

COMPARISON OF INVESTMENTS 
RECAPITULATION. 

Total Assets, March-3415 190 fee woe ee sie ees $726,002 76 

Hess POLrowed Money. 5 oe. wae hae sae clay coos 261,464 00 
ENCE ASSES eee sys mei a eke seein eaetinn oe hea ee tie eS Pa ae RSs $464,538 76 

ASSETS INVESTED AS FOLLOWS. 

PimCOwmnent MUNGS: o. Sbosco Wiete eae eek. eb ee onus $309.943 66 

Momsin cent ungsy). 3. k Sersia eas kiy fase ee wae 35,151 05 

Newer niudiney Mundstt.s. tno cas ocacstas a Chie oe 46,627 89 

Burldinee.ands Grounds... eten .2(. tn ceca soe nls a aes 50,3842 59 

WowdemsHndowment.. fo. oe os oes ead ouiskeiie octets 's 18,732 57 

SASLOEM ER BEL Cir C54) BATE Fe rae ete a ny ae 3,750 00 
NSA CENGSSPes SM an Ag ITV OY (Sod ae ARC Ace i es $464,538 76 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS. 

ENS WaM IEC MIGATIOS so slste's Stole oe Srslcdie ss ald:'s eve See cates $300,662 57 

iver sstrect! PLOpe4rty cian. cit vice denice tele oa coe 8,600 00 
. $309,262 57 

REAL ESTATE LOANS AS FOLLOWS. 

OLLOW EC MONCY, 255 acre sis acdusle > © aera na ales aii ors eae peOn.464500 

Duento Endowment Bund sis cco ccs0 cin es cee bese 41,416 79 

Wr emt anew denmesh andy onc ve eee ot. wie vsvescveeejc sero ainde 5,881 78 

Wiueshoy SCHOlarship HUN oe. cea aie hers a iraucteponetene ates 500 00 
$309,262 57 

COMPARISON OF FUNDS—1917 WITH 1913 

Pind owinemt ein Gbel OL Tie cera ois tans oe wat eit och e $309,934 66 

MndowMenrel und a OUgeceeias cteres } + cxeeMO ees ae bee 293,615 70 
Endowment Fund Increase in four yearS...........cceeeeceees $ 16,318 96 

Contingent» Mund slOIlS wet eetens 5 lai abstelouatee $ 63,104 12 

Gontineent sMumd ROUT AeA, eke ies) «\cheyshe «6 © «eaters 35,151. 05 

WNEELCASE FAN TOUT VEAT Scar cjoteieietel es wisie ale 1d X60 seus etonites 27,953 OT 

aS Burding Mundil OU eros ays eve vecoyereete, wate = : 46,627 89 

News building: Knds 1905 caer tr espe rs 2 issue 33,977 91 
New Building Fund Increase in four years................... 12,649 98 

Building and -GroumdsslOl Teen tasen co aie cee $ 50,842 59 

Building and Grounds 1918..................6>. 50,809 34 
Building and Grounds Increase in four years................. 33 25 

Goaden lindow ment AON ka tere a hair crete Rien taatne aha $ 18,732 57 

@®owden Wndowment: 1913. yoo, ocls ae wee ees 863 27 


Cowden Endowment Increase in four years...........+....-+. 
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18,369 30 
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Scholarship wiium deel Oil ieee eee ae ee $ 3,750 00 

Scholarship Mund A913s) cic. Vale eee ee ct. poe eeee ‘ 

Increase in four VORUS #3 45-2 Sas5 bode hime Patras thyme eae 3,750 00 
$ 51,121 49 

APECKOA SCH ntets. ys oon 4 Ad SR eae he ee 27,953 07 

Web, ANCreases —. 05k sc. zeh eer ide ie eh een: op ee ee $ 23,168 42 

Total Assets 1917 ......... patclciey cratietna ss iets che oeetoee $726,002 76 

Less Borrowed Money ............ eaten ae ea eewey ae 261,464 00 

Net Assets 191-7 v.05 crac) ean naomi oeae Aa $464,538 76 

Net sAssétsit1 O13 itera Salas cata een ae 441,370 34 

Net: Ineredse: Of “Aesétg sc... iviets ath) ee et ee ee $ 23,168 42 


Now, in conclusion, let me say: However imperfect my work has 
been, I submit this report with the consciousness of having done my 
best. I have given all my time unreservedly to the work. Sometimes 
the burdens have seemed unbearably heavy; but I bear testimony to- 
day that His promise is sure—‘My grace is sufficient for thee.” 

I would be untrue to myself if, in concluding this report, I did not 
make grateful mention of one to whose encouraging and wise coun- 
sels, prayers, and self-sacrificing devotion to Christ and the Church, 
more credit is due for whatever suecess has been achieved than can 
be known this side of heaven. While, for nearly half the quadren- 
nium, she was under the physician’s care, her devotion to Christ and 
the Church has made it possible to submit to you this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. E. Four, Manager. 


THE Presipenr, You have heard this report. What is your pleasure? 

J. H. Lirrie, of Kansas Conference. Would it be in order for me to 
make one inquiry? ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. Lirritr. Regarding the value of the Kansas land: Is all the property 
that is included in this endowment inflated in value as much as the Kansas 
farm is? Just for my own information is all. 

Dr. J. E. Four. On what page of my report are you looking? 

Mr. Lirrrr. On page fourteen, the Kansas land is valued at $167,000. 
Is the value of the other property inflated in the same proportion? . 

Dr. J. E. Four. That was made in 19138, Brother Little. I had nothing 
to do with that. The Board of Directors appointed a. committee to appraise 
that real estate; Hon. Matt. Edmonds was the chairman of that. committee, 
and when they made the appraisement it was about thirty thousand dollars 
above the appraisement here. JI went before Mr. Matt.. Edmonds and the 
committee and I said, “Gentlemen, the Church will regard this as absolutely 
too high.” _Mr. Edmonds said, “Doctor Fout, did the Church ask me to 
follow you or: to give my judgment as to this property?” I said, “Mr. Ba- 
monds, it. was your judgment, but I plead with you to pull it down.” They 
held another conference in my absence and sent a signed statement to me, 
which I had nothing else to do but report back, to the board. ; 

J. H. Lirrir. I was just asking the question, Mr. Fresident, for this 
reason, and a word of personal testimony might not be out of the way, is the 
reason I am saying it. I have been in the real estate business in- Kansas 
for thirty years; my testimony is taken and asked for by some of the courts 


of this State on values, and it struck me as being above the actual value 


considerably, 


Se 
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Dr. J. E. Four. Mr. Bishop, may I say to Brother Little that there was 
land sold around Levant (just west of Colby, the town near the Kansas land), 
this spring, at fifty dollars an acre. 

J. H. Lirrtr. That may be. 

Dr. S. C. ENcxk, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I move the report be 
adopted and referred to the proper committee. 

Seconded. Motion adopted and report referred to the Committee on 
Bonebrake Seminary. 

L. O. Miller, Treasurer, submitted his report as treasurer of Bonebrake 
Theological Seminary without reading and same was distributed to the dele- 
gates. -" 


REPORT OF TREASURER, BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


RECEIPTS. 

Conference Assessments, Contingent notes, and 

Munem CONDE Onts ECCMIS 56. Na is ce we de focouesanecane $82,933.88 
Endowment Loans Returned.................. 6,955.00 
MerrRuae TAC ONVMTOINES) 0. fore coc, co alaies © wsiyeticensusveneus.eceed cveastte 1,900.00 
moutineent Death Notes: 2... 2 eb Senele 4 Giese cots ons 300.00 
New Building Funds and Notes................. 8,935.48 
BPEL ACES OOMLCCECH S .7. <2 ona. 10) ove ce-hel « s0)dheae te ae sl ho tues 9,532.71 
MPP NCLE TPA ICOER ft ie lS ke Sass eer ble sheale tes cane bueno ame 695.50 
Been ich ee sae ete SE) 5) 5 eee tS sso) jod io) «  tueheeusneseia Leyes 8,627.24 
art eee SAN Cl age SRP Sete eee and oe c Te atvel.apeh ole: e csvo vos Lewens 296.56 
RTM IO CMT ONLY 0 octets iol ele + evlonsuensi.sive''s be veiere lovers 193,276.87 
—SORSIS. OUNCE En GA 0) 01s oe ere ee 88,896.88 
BIG CICY: 2 ATI. 4. oo ole 3 eleie ones Neeshc reece S acct 1,380.26 
aaa UT tee AT Tle Whe) coe le ica Fi shes aysievabeneneus. sa: 6 sow -S a 749.96 
SE SRGIETTA GUAT ES OAT 0 ee ee a ee eee 10,490.40 
Pron ments NOUCS! PAIGire. 0. fi... cei es ee be ee ee 2,819.47 
Bee OTa rE Ors E10 Shite ie etlolens 4 oo Rekstsan see ca wlaneae eee L957253 
BEAM SU ATOR SOs «och hells, oi cues «foie eee ©: oe sierevsuaze 450.00 
ARV aE OOI SUS OLS co. ois cle lei sane oie ol enol eualere ovseodiyes 33.25 
TG UAL SUTIN) ara hor. Cet eeee a eas © 0. sys ere way Fas lene ae 9 Ore 2,840.00 
BRT lel ke a BO Sos Aihcs saris’ sca, BiolpaliarioMene lens & aya’ s 55.43 
mnadowment Death Notes. <2... 2.00 eielets oe alate) «arches 7,550.00 
ea Ia IV INC NRA Bos oho cic as Te aietaxcles ss shod Slelied sy ot oneliaa 462.92 
Amnuuities: and’) Bequests. ... 6... cusps 2s ees 18,274.51 
maledo wite Insurance Stock... 2.00... 260% wiesecse 286.75 
BMI S CONLCLOENCC foe) ec a: cues cyeveis + vote le. opens, lieial ieon ane 304.01) 
Spree” TLV IAT orisipeiscs, « gos ee) fous ovine veer ene) pnapen one ceatiens 50.00 

$450,104.91 

@ach oni hand March 31,1913...........25.0.... P 869.99 


$450,974.90 
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EXPENDITURES, 
Salaries of Manager and Treasurer.............. $ 9,860.51 
Travel of Officers and’ Board.i))\2.2 5.6 se ea 7,951.56 
Salary, Wield “Agents. 277 Aceh fF e oarenanr yeh ae eee 7,859.26 
Pravel, Riold Agents (tnt cwk Gr pulencn cece 4 ey 2,846.13 
Salaries sofstiacultys ea ene ee ee Se Fa autres eee 48,118.54 
Clerical cs \2 irs cme Gln geaeye, . saaeben a hlendia ts enter: 5,037.08 
Interest and-Ammuitiow ns) oo cgi seed tecn 80,136.95 
Taxes, Insurance, and FRED AITS sigs aicv eal: a 8,920.20 
Furniture and HEUEMISH IN SG Ae ee aaah ope een 131.92 
Printing “and. Supplies .s <4. che gs eee a ee 2,096.01 
PROD US gow ote Me ENR eer eee Oe 1,936.50 
Postage, Telephone, Deleprams ete ss. eee 1,415.24 
BADTOEY 2. cum emp es ee tes neat Vigee Meee Chie Caer 363.85 
Attorney and: Court (Costs... 24 Oc Be 688.55 
Ele) Gas. and eWMterns oo... biviodiin we ee bees es 1,443.15 
Borrowed Motioy, Paldtel + .:, cc saeunbe eee eee 161,278.95 
Miscellaneous ....... Pelensch ob tychsver mc cateo tae ata wee 772.97 
Janitorcand “Supplies.5)..5 2. sone ky da Cec 8,255.62 
DUT StS Tract Ae ee le, hi a eee eee eee 14.45 
PRT CIILCCE a7. adh ewlh etek, < Wz.cene hence adn ea ee ee 350.00 
GB ENO cos nee ae Reet gine te eae ee Rey Halehedendc 11,100.00 
Payment on Dilrst Walidiecit cig tate eae, 3,500.00 
PexasrLend Sewerage as As, ee Ue ee ae 100.00 
Otterbein Parlier | Wee Reet Aor he ee oe Ue ae ce 300.00 
Puledley, Marnuye heidi az, Le eat le eh Grunt 277.76 
Kansas “Ranch hind. ts SER CMe bt 81.005.44 
Peckham Farm, Improvement and Cropstances 2,015.51 
Kester Farm, Improvement and @ropsaitcse on ae 270.00 
Cowden = Chair es ites Spon Signe races aaa 243.41 
Scholarship = “CnveCaek eer eee eoeee oe eee 460.00 
Distribution, Finance Commission.............. 1,020.60 
Bible :ConicrenGedc. 54 7 bul peiae. Seeee e el 365.33 
SeUUNArys Uxterslon sa lowe), eee ne ee Pee ae 228.20 


: 
| 


: 


5,611.21 


Ss 


. $450,974.90 


1 
| 
i 
4 
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$445,363.69 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS. 
1914 1915 1916 Oa Total 


oference Assess- 
vontingent Items. .$ 8,998.38 $ 18,469.95 $ 36,960.67 $18,477.88 $ 82,933.88 


Bemrued ssi... 1,700.00 1,705.00 100.00 3,450.00 6,955.00 
w Endowments. . 1,900.00 1,900.00 













1S ee 300.00 300.00 
w Building Funds, e 

USS ee 35.00 eye Uae as) 3,505.49 2,863.50 8,935.48 
terest Collected... 1,451.73 1,794.90 3,602.49 2,683.59 9,532.71 
idental Fees.... 177.00 172.00 167.50 179.00 695.50 
i LGNIESS I car 2,322.60 2,109.49 1,685.17 2,509.98 8,627.24 
Bary Fund...... 81.00 71.30 67.00 77.26 296.56 
srrowed Money... 45,275.00 53,181.87 74,960.00 19,860.00 193,276.87 
insas Wheat..... 4,726.61 22,789.80 56,280.47 5,100.00 88,896.88 
‘iedley Farm.... 339.69 571.88 76.50 392.19 1,380.26 
‘ckham Farm.... 12.00 175.41 201.52 361.03 749.96 
twden Chair..... 6,729.96 2,695.18 274.26 791.00 10,490.40 
idowment Notes 

AL Sea ere 398.33 877.00 328.34 1,215.80 2,819.47 
ister EKarm....... ge iad (ete) 1,957.53 
al Estate Sold... 450.00 450.00 
brary Books Sold Sosae 80.25 
Molarship’ ....... 500.00 1,230.00 1,110.00 2,840.00 
OI OIG. wa ne se 50.68 4.75 55.43 


MORRO Sse adiay nies», 6 feip5 Vrs 700.00 600.00 6,250.00 7,550.00 
pres. Wand.) oi. 3 161.17 301.75 462.92 


nuities and Be- 
LE STISS tyes elisa 7,305.11 10,969.40 18,274.51 


ledo Life Ins. 
tock 275.00 11.75 286.75 


yle Conference... 1.00 BDono L 354.31 
3gon Land...... 50.00 50.00 


Me Ota Sats st ee $75,238.76 $108,038.19 $187,922.27 $78,905.69 $450,104.91 
IMG Tie Ka GeeAsp Til cd, oP GELS kn ersist dee a eral ei puamaMetamins nase oRel at = hon oveltaeeb ees $ 869.99 


$450,974.90 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES. 


1914 
Salary of Manager 


and Treasurer....$ 2,390.51 $ 


Travel, Officers, and 


Oar one ow 1,865.57 
Salary of Faculty... 11,985.26 
Salary of Field 

AON ESinw).: eso beh 800:00 
Travel of Field 

PASO TTS tenon 2 Since. 9 255.48 
Clerical Help.j5..2.° 1,205.51 


Interest & Annuities 19,747.92 
Taxes, Insurance, & 


VED ATS hue eta hones 1,929.15 
Furniture and Fur- 

MISMIN SS! o.oo Aaa 65.92 
Printing & Supplies 90.64 
TROIES tastes chcparowcks 674.50 
Postage, Telephone, 

1 DY Oar casi A ie ae Per 406.29 
Lp a eae a eae ee 105.47 
Attorney & Court 

COIS ae Se aye ee 198.00 
Fuel, Gas, & Water 366.12 
Borrowed Money... 26,375.00 
Miscellaneous ..... 54.32 
Janitor & Supplies. 850.63 
Durste Uract<s. 2... 

Architect 5 Bere 
CaLelorrat in. Pgs tu 
Payment on Durst 

IDB AGL Sree eee See 

Texas | Giand= 56-504. 
Otterbein Park.... 240.00 
Friedley Farm..... 48.55 
Kansas Ranch..... 11,950.37 
Peckham Harm)... 1074.79 
Kester Farm...... 259:85 
Cowden Chair..... 243.41 
Scholarships. «4... 50.00 


Distribution of 

Finance Committee 
Bible Conference... 
Seminary Extension 


1915 


2,490.00 $ 


2,301.23 
9,691.63 


2,300.00 - 


854.05 
1,282.96 
20,890.20 


1,455.05 


61.00 
194.68 
502.00 


365.40 
58.12 


238.25 
395.45 
42,137.95 
635.56 
752.59 


3,500.00 
100.00 


86.05 
14,921.40 
659.06 
10.15 


75.00 


1916 


2,490.00 $ 2,490.00 $ 


2,146.89 
13,166.65 


3,091.67 


LST 302 
D288 
20,569.47 


3,110.81 


5.00 
187.80 
391.00 


333,15 
89.04 


53.30 
339.09 
64,766.00 
29.85 
771.838 
4.00 
350.00 
11,100.00 


51.50 
52,727.51 
66.05 
200.00 


694.40 


UT 


1,637.87 
13,275.00 


1,667.59 


617.58 
1,360.83 
18,929.36 


2,425.19 


1,622.89 
369.00 


“310.40 
111.22 


199.00 
3842.49 
28,000.00 
53.24 
880.57 
10.45 


60.00 
91.66 
1,406.16 
215.61 


135.00 
326.20 


365.33 
228.20 





otalSarss eed or $83,233.26 
Cash on hand March 31, 1917 


$105,907.78 $179,091.81 $77,130.84 


ol 4s! i 8) sé ie. B) Se: eee) ¢/ jo <0 age ie einomiene oll ele ait aurene Eb uhl lee 


Total 
9,860. 


7,951.8 
48,118.% 


7,859.2 


2,846.1 
5,037.0 
80,136.$ 


8,920.2 


131.9 
2,096.0 
1,936.5 


1,415.2 
363.8 


688.5 
1,443.1 
161,278.9 
772.9 
3,255.6 
14.4 
350.0 
11,100.0 


3,500.0 
100.0 
300.0 
277.7 

81,005.4 

2,015.5 
270.0 
243.4 
460.0 


1,020.6 
365.3 
2289 


$445,363.6 
$ 5,611.4 


$450,974.9 
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BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY COLLECTIONS FOR QUAD- 
RENNIUM ENDING MARCH 31, 1917. 








1914 1915 1916 1917 Total. 

mllegheny ....... $ 524.10 $ 1,024.85. $ 1,045.57 $ 1,040.00 $ 3,634.52 
eaifOrnia, o>... 81.85 222.14 87.18 206.80 597.97 
OLOT AGO cce «x. onc. 2 26.76 aay 56.38 62.40 216.06 
Ol RIVED gis sce» £5,6.0))= 5 72.02 60.66 59.91 208.19 
Ast) OHIO..3. «0603 < 397.86 709.49 599.80 611.40 2,318.55 
Pe OTN soc sce ss) «tenes 714.79 12 A Ooo LRA snd 1,3 470:17 4,549.52 
Sime DON: 2. 5-.s5 cs 18.52 47.33 SAL2 43.83 143.95 
TS SUIREAS Flees ee A 172:02 237.98 223215 228.50 862.25 
Georgia-Florida ... 8.35 22.96 22680 14.80 68.91 
. RACE ag em 11.34 139.81 120.43 132.60 404.18 
Mawar e. 3 127.34 456.33 414.39 422.18 1,420.24 
SMPISAS sie cis 272.76 558.10 614.15 643.77 2,088.78 
EOntUCKY ....... >. Wag 4.91 1.76 6.94 
feomisiana 3.3... 2. 14.69 ol24 20.23 14.15 80.31 
Lower Wabash. ae 214.20 322.89 281:40 268.60 1,087.09 
Seattle nas 954.80 952.03 919.81 920.00 3,746.64 
mrenican =... SN. . 93.90 41.12 27.60 DDD owe a Po Sells 
Miunnesota ......:. 25213 30.61 60.43 50.18 166,35 
MMSSOULT «2s... 52.18 mO62e28 64017 73.98 249.61 
MrOntana ... .. 2 +. sf i183 3.28 5.43 
Miebraska .5...... 138.00 436.83 339.47 428.18 1,342.48 
New Mexico....... 3.03 10.88 13.92 12.50 39.93 
Northern Illinois... 321,02 499.03 472.00 488.00 1,780.05 
Ohio German...... Eset (al 134.42 147.83 119.28 485.24 
iclahoma ......... Sorel. 69.31 66.72 62.47 231.77 
MSO ON oes ees cs 48.25 81.08 87.97 84.13 301.43 
Pennsylvania ..... 750.00 934.45 1,206.89 1,180.60 4,071.94 
te JOSCDI.. = 5 < sss. 466.91 693.37 629.26 TO1:72 2,491.26 
RPNOUSIY Soc. og oe 838.04 1,164.61 1,032.40 1,054.15 4,089.20 
te SOHIO. 0° -- «-s 284.30 541.65 458.65 424.88 1,709.48 
Virginia crease eatee 235.50 280.02 258.83 269.34 1,043.69 
BPM ONN ts cre copia s css 4.38 7.45 8.76 4.07 - 24.66 
West Virginia..... 146.40 220.52 222.85 215.20 804.97 
White River...... 298.58 500.95 492.89 531.98 1,824.40 
Wisconsin ........ 74.80 150. 100.32 108.46 398.59 
Unclassified ....... 1,223.73 6,133.0 -2:0, 715.49 1,937.64 30,009.87 
PMC A pes. ot. sy oiehencales se 2.15 2.75 

Totals. ......$8,676.38 $18,040.20 $32,187.09 $13,821.68 $72,725.35 


L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS. 
Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 1917. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session as- 
sembled at Wichita, Kansas, May, £917: 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the books of.the General 
Chuich Treasurer, Mr: L. O. Miller, for the year chalig. yen 31, 1917, and 
herewith submit our report. . | 
— We found his books correctly kept and proper ,vouchers» tor all cash: dis- 
pursements. -Our audit.covered the. checking of all vouchers for expendi- 
tures, which we found to agree with the record.’ - We verified ‘his trial balance 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance | as cated for by his 
books agreed with his- -bank balance and cash on hand. 
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This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 
completing the entire quadrennium, and in every audit we have found his 
books correctly and systematically kept. 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 
and, in our opinion, meets all the demands of the Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK R. WRIGHT, 
Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 
HARRY PENTZ, 
Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 


THE PRESIDENT. We will now take up the Home Mission program. The 
following persons spoke on the themes attached: Rev. H. B. Dorks, on “The 
Cali of the West”; Rev. G. E. McDonald, of Portland, Oregon, “The Appeal 

_ of the Pacific Coast”; Dr. R. J. White, of Buffalo, New York, on “The Returns 
from a Mission Church”; Miss Mellie Perkins, on “Our Work among the 
Spanish-Americans.”’ . 

A. H. Laucupaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. ‘ 

THE PRESIDENT. There are two persons here whom I believe we would 
all be glad to honor by special recognition. One is the son of our dear 
Bishop Castle, and the other the daughter of our beloved and lately deceased 
Bishop Carter. The recognition is fitting, both being lay delegates to this 
General Conference. . 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, benediction by Rev. A. A. Chapman. 


THIRD DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


SATURDAY, May 12, 1917. 
The service opened at 7: 00 o’clock, Fred P. Geib presiding. Rey. J. B. 
Connett led in prayer. The theme of the evening was “Our Benevolent 
Homes.” After the devotional exercises, Quincy Orphanage was represented 
by H. J. Kitzmiller in an illustrated lecture. Mark Keppel spoke in behalf 
of the Baker Home, and Dr. J. R. King presented the interests of the Otter- 
bein Home in an illustrated address. 


SUNDAY SERVICES. 


Sunpay, May 18, 1917. 

9: 00 a.m., Sabbath school, under the direction of Charles Price, super- 
intendent. Addresses were delivered by W. A. Nicoles and H. W. Widdoes. 

10: 30 am. The invocation was pronounced by Dr. GC. W. Brewbaker. 
Bishop Kephart read Philippians 2: 1-10 for a Scripture lesson, and Bishop 
Mathews led in prayer. Bishop Fout preached a masterly sermon from the 
text, Colossians 1:18, on “The Pre-eminence of Christ.” Bishop Kephart 
pronounced the benediction. ; 

3:00 p.m. Sunday-school program. Dr. J. G. Huber presided. Colonel 
Cowden read the Scripture lesson, Psalm 28. Dr. A. B. Statton offered prayer, 
after which Prof. M. A. Honline delivered an address on “Philosophy of 
Religious Education,” and Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, General Secretary of Sun- 
day Schools, presented the “Program for Religious Education.” Dr. W. O. 
Fries pronounced the benediction. 

7: 30 p.m. Educational program. Dr. W. G. Clippinger, president of 
Otterbein College and delegate from Southeast Ohio Conference, presided. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. W. Q. Jones. Dr. Wm. E. Schell delivered an 
address on “Educational Achievements of the Quadrennium.” “The Place and 
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Service of the Christian College,’ was discussed by President I. J. Good, of 
Indiana Central University, and Dr. J. P. Landis, dean of Bonebrake Theo- 
logical Seminary, delivered an address on “A Prepared Ministry.” 

At all these services, the excellent choir of the local church, the male 
quartet, and the male chorus rendered special selections. 

Conference stood adjourned until 8: 30 a.m., Monday, May 14, 1917. 


FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


; Monpay, May 14, 1917. 

The General Conference convened at 8: 30 o’clock, Bishop A. T. Howard 
presiding. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Conference will come to order. Professor Ruebush 
will announce a hymn. 

Professor Ruebush led in singing, “’T is so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 

THE PRESIDENT. The devotional half hour will be in charge of Bishop Bell. 

BisHop Betyu. I will ask Brother Klinger and Brother Grimes to lead us 
in prayer. Let us arise to pray. 

BisHop Bety. I will have various duties during this week, so I choose 
to give you the privilege of listening this morning to my friend, Dr. F. P. 
Rosselot, pastor of our church at Santa Ana, California, who is with us. 
Il am happy to ask him to read the Scriptures and give us a brief devotional 
address. 

Doctor Rosselot read the Scripture in John 15: 1-8, and spoke briefly 
on “The Lord’s Prunings.” 

Tuer PRESIDENT. We had a great day yesterday. Our hearts were deeply 
moved. We have come together this morning to begin the most important 
week’s work of our lives. No members of any previous General Conference 
ever had such an opportunity as you men and women enjoy. You represent 
more than any members of any previous General Conference. Let us try 
to do our work well. We will have the reading of the journal by the secretary. 

Secretary Lyter read the minutes of Saturday’s sessions and of the 
Sunday services. 

Tur PresipenT. Are there any corrections to be made? If not, the 
minutes will stand approved. We will have the call of the conferences for 
memorials again. If there are any memorials to be handed in, let it be 
done now. The secretary will call the roll of conferences. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson, of Hast Ohio Conference. We have this memorial: 


The delegates of East Ohio Conference request that this body fix the 
limit of conference superintendency at six consecutive years of service, unless 
his continuance in office is requested by two-thirds vote of his conference. 
[Signed] J. H. Patterson, P. M. Camp, J. S. Kenpatri, W. W. Moopy, J. N. 
Funk, W. E. ArrHarr, W. W. WiLtiiaAMson, A. A. Moore. 


Referred to the Committee on Superintendency. 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. A memorial signed by D. P. 
McCoy and J. W. Settle, pertaining to the renaming and change of the boun- 
daries of the conferences in the State of Indiana: 


1. That the name of St. Joseph Conference be changed to “Northern 
Indiana,” White River Conference to “Central Indiana,” and Indiana Con- 
ference to “Southern Indiana.” ; 

2. That the line dividing the Indiana and White River conferences be 
changed so as to place the following charges and all properties held by them 
into the Indiana Conference: St. Paul, Columbus, Black Hawk, Bowling 
“Green, Clay City, and Center Point. oore 
2° ‘That all these conferences be placed in the same Bishop’s district. 


Oo 
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THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Boundaries. | ; 

Rey. D. P. McCoy, of Indiana Conference. I am having a memorial pre- 
pared on Discipline, Chapter 6, Section 7, Article 2, page 54, touching these 
points: 


Each conference superintendent shall appoint a council of administration 
of four or six men, one half of which shall be laymen, and the other half 
ministers, the same to be approved by the annual conference. ~ 

This council shall meet quarterly, and review the work of the conference, 
and plan the work of the future. : 

This council shall have the power to exchange pastors. (Strike out 
Article 12, page 55.) [Signed] W. E. Snyper, Chairman. ; 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Church Government. 

Rev. D. P. McCoy. Doctor Snyder has a memorial prepared on Sunday- 
School Celebration which I would like to refer to that committee. We have 
his memorial here. He is absent. It is as follows: 


We respectfully ask that, in connection with the celebrating of the 
centennial of our Sunday-school work, a suitable monument be erected at 
the grave of Dr. John George Pfrimmer in the cemetery at Pfrimmer’s 
Chapel, in Indiana Conference. [Signed] W. E. SNypDER, Chairman. 


THE Presipent. This memorial of our Sunday school will go to the 
Committee on Sunday Schools. : “: 
Dr. EH. W. Curtis. Iowa State Conference has three memorials: 


_1. On Conservation of Members.—We, the undersigned, hereby petition 
the General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ to insert the follow- 
ing item on page 28 of Discipline, after Item 4: : 

In case of the change of residence of members from a pastoral charge, 
the minister shall immediately inform the pastor in the territory to which 
removal is made. : 

Or, in case we have no church in that locality, the pastor shall report 
the same to the superintendent or Bishop or Home Missionary Secretary, 
who shall keep a complete record. [Signed] E. W. Curtis, S. M. Zixr, D. O 
JONES. ; 

We respectfully request the General Conference, through the proper com- 
mittee, to provide that, in annual conference reports, two columns ghall be 
provided to report the membership, one for resident members, the other for 
non-resident members. [Signed] J. C. H. Lieut, Wm. F. Cronk, D. W. BovVEE, 
J. H. Yacey, Frank Wiuxins, J. H. Owen, E. W. Curtis, Iowa State Con- 
ference. 


THE PRESIDENT. Referred to the Committee on Church Government. 


2. On Electing Trustees.—We, the undersigned, hereby petition the Gen- 
era: Conference of the United Brethren in Christ to insert the following item 
on page 92 of Discipline, after Item 2: ‘ 

Provided, however, that where churches are organized, the members of 
the local church are granted the privilege of electing the trustees by vote 
in a meeting of the membership, called for that purpose. [Signed] FRANK 
Witxins, L. O. Jones, J. W. Rosay, Gro. CARPENTER. 


THE PRESIDENT. That also will go to the Ccmmittee on Church Govern- 
ment. 


3. Relative to Ladies’ Aid Societies —We, the undersigned officers: of 
the Ladies’ Aid societies at Charitan, Otterbein, Bethel, Wayne, and New- 
born, hereby respectfully petition the following change: 

On page 153, Chapter 19, Article 11, at the end of the first line, change 
“Woman’s Aid Society” to Ladies’ Aid Society.” [Signed] Chariton, Mrs. 
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N. E. Burcuer, Miss MINNIE SANDABLE; Otterbein, Mrs. J. W. Rusay; Bethel, 
Mrs. 8. N. Z1KE; Wayne, Miss J. Oxier; Newborn, Mrs. L. E. MASON. 


- Ture Presipent. That also I should think would go to the Committee on 
Church Government. : 

Pror. H. M. Amprose. Memorial from the Kansas Conference, for a 
Condensed Creed, or a short statement of the fundamentals of what we, as a 
Church, believe. [Signed] H. M. AMBROSE, Chairman; CuHAs. E. HEISEL, 
O. T. DEEVER, MAURICE NICHOLS. 

THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Proressor AmBrose. And then another, touching the exchange of church 
property for purposes of federation. 

Tur PRESIDENT. This should go to the Committee on Church Government. 

Dr. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. I have two memorials, 
one to go to the Committee on Ministry of the Church, “Who shall be granted 
the full function of the ministry?” 


Who Shall Be Granted the Full Function of the Ministry?—Any person 
desiring to become a full-fledged (ordained) minister in the United Brethren 
Church is required, after having received quarterly-conference license, to 
remain on probation, and study and make a creditable examination upon a 
course of reading; then he may be admitted to the annual conference, but he 
must remain on probation four years, and pass upon another course of read- 
ing. This is, he must study and pass upon thirty-nine books, read nineteen 
books, prepare four sermons for the examining committee, and commit to 
memory about seven chapters of the Bible. Then, and only then, is he 
eligible to ordination. (This, of course, does not apply to Seminary students. ) 

The Discipline says, “The functions of an elder are to preach the gospel, 
administer the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper, to solemnize 
marriage, ete.” It further says, “Licentiates who have served their proba- 
tion in the annual conferences and have completed their courses of study 
and preparation for the full function of the ministry shall be given ordina- 
tion, etc.” In the ordination ceremony, the officiating Bishop is made to say, 
“Take thou authority tO......--+++eeeeeeee administer the ordinances of the 
Church, etc.” e 

The ideal laid down is beautiful and clear for those who are to exercise 
the full function of the ministry; notwithstanding this, unordained annual- 
conference ministers are granted the same privilege by the annual confer- 
ence; and quarterly-conference ministers are granted the privilege of solem- 
nizing marriage if engaged in the actual work of the ministry. 

It is our observation that annual-conference ministers may cease the 
active work of the ministry or drag along for years in their course of study, 
and, at the same time, exercise the full function of the ministry and do it 
without the authority of the conference; and that quarterly-conference 
preachers solemnize marriage and take the liberty of administering the 
ordinances of the Church when they haven’t passed a single book in the 
course and haven’t been on probation for six months. 

It is also our observation that, since “the bars have been let. down” and 
the full function of the ministry is given to unordained annual-conference 
ministers, and in part to those in the quarterly conference, the incentive to 
reach the ideal is, in many instances, lost, and men do-not have the ambition 
to qualify for ordination as in former years. 

Is it fair to the men who have earnestly struggled.for the ideal to grant 
these privileges to those who do not seem to try? 

Is it fair to those who seem so indifferent about reaching the ideal to 
grant these privileges before they reach it? 
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The General Conference had better “put the bars up” and stick closer 
to the ideal. [Signed] J. B. ConneETT, W. L. PERKINS. 


Doctor Connetr. The next is on election of members to the general 
boards. 


We respectfully ask that a new sub-section be added to the Discipline 
(see page 43), entitled, “Election of Members to the General Boards,” as 
follows: 

In the election of the members to the general boards, each conference 
shall have at least one member on at least one board. 

This to be numbered “19,” 19 to be numbered “20,” 20 to be numbered 
“21,” 21 to be numbered “22,” and 22 to be numbered “23.” [Signed] J. B. 
CONNETT, W. L. PERKINS. : 


THE PRESIDENT. That would go to the Committee on Church Government. 
Roll is called. ‘ 


Rev. S. E. Suutn, of Michigan Conference. Request is hereby respect- 
fully made that the General Conference provide by official action for the 
establishment of a denominational commission to act in harmony with the 
American Council of the World Alliance for Promoting International Frienda- 
ship through the Churches and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, and for the enrollment of our denomination as a constituent 
body of the organization. 

It is further respectfully requested that this suggestion be referred to 
the Committee on Church Union and Federated Churches. [Signed] Frep 
P. Gers, A. LAVERNE Sparrorp, Rey. J. A. BLICKENSTAFY, S. EB. SHULL, Chair- 
man. 


THE PRESIDENT. It will go to the committee. 
Rey. M.S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. I have the following memorials: 


1. On Temperance.—In Discipline, page 87, Section 2, paragraph 1, first 
line, strike out the word “distilling” and insert the word “making,” to har- 
monize with the rest of the sentence. [Signed] M. S. Bovey, Britey Douctas. 

2. On Transfer of Preachers.—In Discipline, Chapter IV., Section oe 
Paragraph 10, page 50, substitute the following for all before the word 
“provided,” in line 6: 

A preacher or elder who has labored for two years in the bounds of an 
annual conference, other than that to which he belongs, shall be required 
to take a transfer, or be subject to recall at any time, sufficient time being 
granted after notice to recall to supply a pastor in his stead. 

In line 8, after the word ‘learning,’ insert the words, ‘‘preachers in 
mission conferences and districts.” 

- To paragraph 11, add: “However, membership in a mission conference, 
or district, shall be no bar to continued membership in an annual confer- 
ence, in the full sense of that term.” 

If not provided for elsewhere, add: “A transfer from a mission confer- 
ence or district is the same as from a regular annual conference.” [Signed ] 
M. S. Bovey, Britey Douctas. 

3. On Boundary of Montana Conference.—The boundary of Montana Mis- 
sion Conference shall be all the State of Montana, and that part of North 
Dakota which lies south and west of the Missouri River. [Signed] M. Ss. 
Bovey, Britky DoucLas. 


THe PRESIDENT. The first one goes to the Committee on Temperance, 
the second to the Committee on Ministry, and the third to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Pres. M. 0. McLaventin, of Nebraska Conference. A memorial from 
Nebraska Conference: : 2 
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We petition the General Conference to make provision for the election 
of annual-conference treasurers. [Signed] M. O. McLAUGHLIN, Chairman. 


THe PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Government of the 
Church. 

Dr. V. W. Overton, of Northern Illinois Conference. A memorial from 
Northern Illinois delegation on Correlation: 


That the various items that relate to any given subject be arranged consec- 
utively, instead of the present isolated situation in a number of instances. 
[Signed] V. W. OVvERTON. 


Tur PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Church Government. 
Of course, the editors of the Discipline must really take that into account. 
It will go to the Committee on Church Government. 


Docror Overton. Memorial on ministry. That the section relating to 
quarterly-conference ministers be so changed as to harmonize with other 
sections of the Discipline. [Signed] V. W. OvrErRron. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Ministry. 

Dr. A. E. Wricut, of Northern Illinois Conference. I have a matter that 
I want brought before the Committee on Federation and Church Union; and 
in order to have it brought before that committee, they said I should present 
it as a memorial to the General Conference. 

Tip PRESIDENT. Referred to the Committee on Church Union and Fed- 
eration. 

Rev. C. A. Hendershot, of Oklahoma Conference. Concerning election of 
‘lay delegates to the annual conference: 


We petition the General Conference to change the Discipline, Section 8, 
Paragraph 1, changing the word “third” to read “first,” in line 3. Second, 
to’ insert the following: “The official board on stations may elect the 
delegate to the annual conference. [Signed] C. A. HenprrsHot, Mrs. W. H. 
McGrapy. 


TE PRESIDENT. That goes to the Committee on Chureh Government. 
Rev. C. A. Henpersuor. Also another resolution on election of delegates 
to the General Conference: 


“The Oklahoma Conference petitions the General Conference that the 
Discipline be changed, in Section 9, Paragraph 4, to read: “That delegates 
to the General Conference shall be elected at the annual conference session 
next preceding the General Conference, ministerial and lay delegates voting 
for all delegates. [Signed] C. A. HENDERSHOT, Mrs. W. H. McGrapy. 


THE PRESIDENT. That also goes to the Committee on Church Government. 
Dr. A. A. Lone, of Pennsylvania Conference. A memorial relative to 
merging the Home Missionary Board and Church Erection Society: 


We, the representatives of Pennsylvania Conference, do hereby humbly 
memorialize the General Conference, that inasmuch as the work of the 
Home Missionary Society and the Church Erection Society is so similar, that 
they be merged under one management with one secretary. [Signed] Wm. 
H. Wasuincer, Chairman, A. A. Lone, Secretary. 


Tu PRESIDENT. Let us have that referred to the Committee on Church 
Government. 


Docror Long. Memorial relative to change in Discipline regarding nom- 
ination of Sunday-school superintendents: 


We, the representatives of the Pennsylvania Conference, do hereby me- 
morialize the General Conference to make the following change in the Disci- 
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pline in regard to the nomination of Sunday-school superintendents, page 100, 
Article 3, Paragraph 3, substitute the word “shall” for the word “may,” so 
that it will read, “The executive committee, in conjunction with the 
teachers of the school, shall, etc.” [Signed] Wm. H. WASHINGER, Chairman, 
‘A. A. Lone, Secretary. raed 


THE PRESIDENT. You all know where that goes, to the Committee on 
Church Government. 

Dr. J. A. Groves, of St. Joseph Conference. We have a memorial to go 
before the Committee on Evangelism, referring to Discipline, page 68: 


The General Evangelistic Commission shall consist of the Secretary of 
Home Missions, three pastors, three laymen, and three evangelists, to be 
elected by the General Conference, the Board of Bishops being members 
ex officio. ; 

1. The work of this commission shall be a careful study of the whole 
range of evangelistic activity, .to work out a system for our Church most 
suitable for our needs. A system that will.take in the whole denomination, 
the small rural church as well as the large city parish, and stimulate an 
evangelistic passion throughout our entire borders. 

2. This commission shall give careful and studied attention to the 
character and fitness of the men of this denomination who desire to do the 
work of an evangelist, and shall furnish such information to the Commission 
on Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, 
evangelistic committees, and pastors desiring evangelistic help. [Signed ] 
J. A. Groves, J. W. LAKR. eS 


THE PRESIDENT. There are two memorials there. 

Docror Groves. There are really not two memorials but two items. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will refer that to the Committee on Evangelism. 

Dr. W. O. Frins, of Sandusky Conference. I wish to present two me- 
morials. No. 1, on increasing the income of Foreign Missions: 


The Board of the Foreign Missionary Society, at its session held in the 
First United Brethren Church, Wichita, Kansas, May 10, 1917, respectfully 
memorializes the General Conference as follows: 

1. To provide for an adequate and increasing income for the current 
work of Foreign Missions in this time of openness and great opportunity. 

2. That the Foreign Board be authorized to secure as soon as possible 
funds for the completion of the new buildings and equipment now pressingly 
needed in our foreign fields. [Signed] Wm. M. BELL, President of Board, 
S. S. Hoven, Secretary. 


THE PresipentT. That is referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions. 

Docror Fries. The memorial No. 2 is in regard to a four years’ program, 
to be referred to the Committee on Four-Year Program. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is so referred. 5 

Dr. A. C. Spar, of Sandusky Conference. I have in my hand a.report 
that was adopted by the Church Erection and Home Mission Board at its 
recent session: : eee 


To the Committee on Home Missions. : 

DEAR BRETHREN: The Board of Managers of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety of the United Brethren Church, at its annual session at Wichita, Kan- 
on iaaee 10, 1917, ordered transmitted to you the following action’ of said 

oard: nn uae 

- In reference to the unification: of the general departments, the action 
of the committee was that the departments: of Home Missions, Rural Life 
and Evangelism, and Social Service be united under one management. It 
was the unanimous judgment ‘that this would be economical and would have 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 945 


distinct advantages from the viewpoint of effective management. It will be 
seen that, from this form of organization, this department would minister 
to the entire Church. Here would be a department that would minister to 
the new and needy fields both in frontier and city in supporting pastors, as 
has been done in the past. This department would also have a program of 
development of our vast rural fields which would make it minister to the 
great bulk of our Church membership and at a time when they need leader- 
ship and help. This department would also promote a great evangelistic 
campaign in co-operation with the Sunday-school Board. While it was felt 
that the Sunday-school Board had much in common with the home missionary 
and evangelistic forces in making “A Bigger and Better United Brethren 
Church,’ yet it was recognized that the marks of differentiation were so 
great that nothing like unity of administration could be attempted; however, 
it was agreed that much in the way of correlation could be obtained if the 
Secretary of the Sunday-school Board should be a member of-the Home 
Missionary Executive Committee, and vice versa. This correlation would 
make it possible for all our general evangelistic forces to put forward a 
united program of evangelism that would surely stimulate every conference 
and local church in the denomination. 

The committee gave close study of the fields in which we are now carry- 
ing on Church Extension work. For the sake of convenience, these fields 
were classified into groups, namely: (1) Our southern territory; (2) Pacific 
coast territory; (3) Eastern city opportunities; (4) old territory with 
unsatisfactory results; and (5) new fields, such as Montana and New Mex- 
ico. The committee was aware of questions as to whether the United Breth- 
ren Church should attempt to operate in some of these fields, but the com- 
mittee was unanimous in the decision to recommend that no backward 
steps be taken, and that we seek to strengthen what we have and add to it 
as funds and opportunities permit. It was felt by the committee, however, 
that administrative measures might be greatly improved in some sections. 
We found that the Church Extension boards had not been able to put into 
operation these better methods of administration, because the discipline 
made no provision for it. In order to better this administrative policy, the 
committee recommends that the Church provide for a threefold classification 
of our fields of operation, namely: (1) Mission districts; (2) mission confer- 
ences; and (3) annual conferences. 

(1) A mission district may be organized by the Home Missionary 
Society outside the bounds of mission conferences and annual conferences, 
and the administration of such districts to be under entire control and 
direction of the Home Missionary Society. 

(2) Whenever a mission district has eight or more pastoral charges, 
it may be made a mission conference by the action of the Home Missionary 
Board, and, as such, it will have regular annual sessions of ministers and 
lay delegates, presided over by the Bishop of the district, or some one 
appointed by the Home Missionary Board. At these annual meetings, the 
regular business of the annual conference may be transacted, except that the 
conference superintendent shall be appointed by the Home Missionary Board. 
Mission conferences shall have representation in the General Conference on 
the same basis as annual conferences. © 

_.(3)- Whenever, in the judgment-of the General Conference, a mission 
conference has: reached the state of development and growth where it will 
be able to support an efficient superintendent without aid from the Home 
Missionary Board, by the action of the General Conference, it may become 
an annual conference. © .*%: . Se, 2s : 

“That with the decreased apportionments to the conferences, we recom- 
mend that the Thanksgiving offerings be separate and apart from the budget 
and applied as specials to Home Missions and Church Erection. We recom- 
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mend especially two great Thanksgiving services for the coming quadren- 
nium, 

Item No. 1. That in 1917 there be a celebration of the one hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of the meeting of Otterbein and Boehm at Isaac Long’s 
barn. We recommend that, in June, all pastors preach a historical sermon 
giving the genesis and growth of our Church, and that all the conferences 
plan for the formal celebration at Thanksgiving time for which the Home 
Missionary Society will furnish programs, and at which time a great 
thank-offering be made by all our people to further extend the work of the 
United Brethren Church. 

That the Home Missionary Society be authcrized to appeal to individuals 
and churches to take special support of home mission parishes, for which 
support they shall receive regular quarterly reports from the pastor in 
charge of such mission church. 

A committee was appointed to negotiate with the Woman’s Missionary 
Association, looking to what the committee felt was a more equitable dis- 
tribution of the funds coming into their hands. The committee was unan- 
imous in agreement that the system by which funds are distributed was 
unfair both to the Home Missionary Society and to the givers as well. It was 
recommended that, for the first year of the quadrennium, the Woman’s 
Missionary Association be asked to set aside an equitable amount from their 
general funds to Home Missions, and, in addition to this, whatever amount 
was contributed by the Locals and Guilds as special to Home Missions. It is 
recommended also that the amount from the general fund be increased 
annually until such time as it would reach one-half the general funds, pro- 
viding that the standard be realized in 1921, and that the amount coming to 
Home Missions annually would be the amount coming from general fund 
plus whatever is contributed to Home Missions special. 

Item No. 2. The other special Thanksgiving service to be in 1919 to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the Church Erection 
Society, and that inasmuch as the Church Erection Society has never in its 
fifty years of history appealed to the Sunday schools, that it be authorized 
to plan for a great Church Erection birthday party to be held at the Thanks- 
giving time of 1919, at which time the society will furnish a program for 
use in churches and Sunday schools, and that the offering become a part of 
the Golden Jubilee as provided for later in this report. 

That, during the quadrennium, the Church Erection Society be authorized 
to fittingly celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its organization by raising 
two hundred thousand dollars of a new fund to be known as the Golden 
Jubilee Fund. 

Item No. 3. In harmony with the above classifications and to assure 
competent administration, the committee recommends the following: 

First, that the Georgia-Florida Conference be dissolved and that Florida 
Conference constitute a mission district, and that the churches at Fitzgerald 
and Waycross; Georgia, be placed under control of Florida Mission District. 

Second, that East Tennessee and West Tennessee constitute Tennessee 
Mission Conference; that Kentucky Conference be attached to Indiana; that 
Louisiana Conference be constituted Louisiana Mission District; that New 
Mexico constitute New Mexico Mission District; that Montana be classified 
as a mission conference; that Oregon Conference, Columbia River Conference, 
California Conference, Colorado Conference, and Missouri Conference be 
classified as mission conferences. 


THE PRESIDENT. The first item will go to the Committee on Home Mis- 
sions; the second item to the Committee on Church Erection; and the third 
item to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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Dr. R. A. Hitz, of Southeast Ohio Conference. A memorial as to who 
ome cede the sacraments of the church. [No copy furnished to secre- 
ary. 

THE PRESIDENT. It will go to the Committee on Ministry. 

J. H. RuesusH, of Virginia Conference. A memorial relative to merging 
the office of Christian Stewardship Secretary with that of General Church 
Treasurer:, 


We, the representatives of the Virginia Conference, do humbly memor- 
ialize the General Conference that the office of Christian Stewardship Sec- 
retary be merged with that of General Church Treasurer, inasmuch as the 
work of both are kindred and the duties can be well taken care of by that 
officer. [Signed] A. J. Skcurist, J. H. Ruesusu, J. H. BRUNK. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Church Government. 
Rev. J. H. Brunk. A memorial relative to the transfer of ministers: 


We, the ministers of Virginia Annual Conference, do humbly memorialize 
this General Conference to amplify No. 11, in Section 3, page 50, in the 
Discipline, under Preacher’s Transfer, by adding the words, “That no min- 
ister shall be received into an annual conference, subject to his transfer. 
[Signed] J. H. Brunk, A. J. SECHRIST. 


Tue PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Ministry. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. A memorial in regard 
to merging Christian Endeavor and Brotherhood work with Sunday-school 
work: 


We, the representatives of West Virginia Conference, do humbly memor- 
ialize the General Conference to merge the work of the Secretary of the 
Christian Endeavor Work with that of the Sunday-school and Brotherhood 
work, and dispense with the office of Secretary of Christian Endeavor work. 
[Signed] West VirciIntA DELEGATION. 


THE PRESIDENT. It is our opinion that this ought to be referred to the 
Committees on Sunday Schools and Endeavor, and then ask those committees 
to have a joint session and bring in a report here. It is so referred to both 
those committees and we will ask the chairmen to see that there is a joint 
session. 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON, of White River Conference. We present three. One 
touching the standard of education of ministers: 


Resolved, That a standard of education, equal to Disciplinary require- 
ments, be required of all ministers coming from other churches to our 
annual conferences. [Signed] I. J. Goon, N. P. FRANCE. 


Turk PResipENtT. That will go to the Committee on Ministry. 

Doctor SHANNON. Another touching lay and quarterly-conference preach- 
ers: 

1. That all reference to lay preachers be stricken from the Discipline. 

2. That what we now call quarterly-conference preachers be called local 
preachers, that their license be called local preacher’s license, and that they 
be required to remain in the local relation at least two years before being 
recommended for membership in the annual conference. ° 

Tue Present. Also to the Committee on Ministry. 

Doctor SHANNON. The following resolution: 

That the expression “quarterly conference” be stricken from the Disci- 


pline, and that the functions now performed by the quarterly conference be 
performed by the official board of the church or charge, as the case may be, 
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ovat that the official board of church or charge shall meet at the call of 
the pastor or conference superintendent. 


Tue PRESIDENT. I think the Committee on Church Government ought 
to consider that, and it is so referred. 

Doctor Funx. I have a letter which I wish to read. It is of such a 
nature that this General Conference ought to hear it and possibly refer it 
in the form of a paper to a committee. 

THE PRESENT. Read. 

Doctor Funk. The letter is from our attorney, Mr. Lee Warren James, 
of Dayton, Ohio, and has reference to the flood conservancy proposition as it 
relates to our interests in the city of Dayton. The letter was written on the 
tenth of May. An announcement of assessments and appraisements against 
property in the city of Dayton was filed with the authorities on that same 
date, notice of which is sent to me by the attorney and also the method of 
appraisal and the amount of levy made against the property. I received it 
Saturday morning. 


Dayton, Ohio, May 10, 1917. 
Dr. W. R. Funk, Eaton Hotel, Wichita, Kansas. 

Dear Doctor—Enclosed find a clipping from the News giving the general 
statement of the methods pursued by the conservancy appraisal in arriving 
at the assessments. I have examined the appraisal roll as filed. 

They have grouped together all of the property on Main, Fourth, and 
Market streets and fixed the benefit for all of it at $274,803. The assessment 
is thirty-six per cent. of the amount of the benefits, amounting to $98,929.08. 
This is to be paid over a period of thirty years. You can see the example 
in the enclosed clipping as to how that will work out. 

On the West Fifth Street property, the benefit is figured at $73:903, 
thirty-six per cent. of which will be the assessment, paid in the same way. 

You must bear in mind that, in addition to the special assessment on 
your particular property, there is an assessment against the city as an 
entirety. This will increase your general taxes. 

The notices will be published on the tenth, seventeenth, and twenty-fourth 
33 May. Objections must be filed within ten days after the twenty-fourth 
of May. 

This will furnish some light reading for you between the serious debates 
of the Conference. 

I trust you are enjoying the sessions-and that everything is breaking 
right for you. Yours truly, 


LEE WARREN JAMES, 


Doctor Funk. I have figured the proposition and it amounts in the total 
on this special assessment against our property to $127,324.17, or $4,244.16 
per year for thirty years. This does not take in the increase in taxes that 
will come as a. result of the assessment made against the city, not the interest 
on the assessments. This assessment will be about three mills and eleven- 
hundredths of a mill. 

Mr. Chairman, I bring this matter because it is one of the problems 
that will have to be solved during the coming year. I think I ought to make 
this statement before I take my seat, that this appraisal seems tremendously 
high to me, and yet there is the other side of the whole proposition: ‘that 
the valuation placed upon this property by the benefits assessed against it 
indicate its great value. No set of men would have ventured to place such 
gigantic figures against the property in question unless it had the value, 
I refer to this side because there is a silver lining to this dark proposition, 
and I thought you ought to know both sides. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 249 


_.. THe Presment. This communication will be referred to the Committee 
on Publishing Interests. Z 
Pror. Mark Kepret. If the chair please, may I ask the gentleman a 
question? 

. THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 
Pror. Kepret. I would like to know what the total assessment for 
flood-control purposes is in the city of Dayton. 

Doctor FunK. In answer to the question of how much the total appraisal 
against property in the city of Dayton by the conservancy plan is: it is given 
in the News and it is the only information I have, as twenty-five millions. 

JupcE Wm. N. McFaut, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to ask 
_ Doctor Funk if he said the assessment was three mills? : 

Doctor FunK. Not only the properties directly in the flood are assessed, 
but the entire city. The properties above the flood line receive a certain 
benefit by the establishment of this conservancy district and the working 
out of these plans. Therefore they have appraised against the city a certain 
amount which will be divided over the whole city, those below as well as 
those above. Hence we get a second assessment in our general taxes under 
this plan. This direct tax is the one that I named just a few moments ago 
and will amount to in the neighborhood of six or seven hundred dollars a 
year, bringing up the conservancy tax that will come upon us for the 
protection of our property to about five thousand dollars a year or more. 

Docrorn FunK. One more question has been asked. If the General Con- 
ference wants me to answer, I will try to answer. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Doctor FuNK. The question is this: Will the three and eleven-hundredths 
mills of special taxes coming upon the city be upon personal property? It 
is my understanding that it will cover the tax duplicate including real estate 
and personal property, just the same as the general taxes, and enters into 
the general tax and hence does not figure in these amounts that I have men- 
tioned here this morning as being a direct conservancy tax. I have also been 
asked this question: What is this conservancy district and what is it for? 
It is for the purpose of protecting the city of Dayton and the valley of the 
Great Miami from a future recurrence of such a flood and disaster as we 
had four years ago. If it were not done, our property would be of very little 
value, for I am sure that none of us who live in that valley would think of 
remaining there very long if there was a prospect of another catastrophe 
such as we had four years ago. Another has asked: By what method is the 
valley to be protected? In a single sentence, I can say, by the dry dam 
method, and I use the word “dam” advisedly. Now, on that proposition, they 
expect to start work this spring, unless there comes further litigation that 
will prevent them from making the dam. That means that Dayton will be 
dry as far as water is concerned, and then we propose to see that it is dry 
as far as other things are concerned. 

Cuar.es J. Hatt, of Miami Conference. As to starting work on the con- 
struction of these dams this spring, that will hardly be possible, as the 
appraisements have just been made and the State is to buy the land within 
the flood basins above the dams or make some arrangement with the present 
owners; and if they cannot agree, the matter will have to be settled in the 
courts. The appraisements are now open to objections which must be filed 
within a certain time, and the case is set down for hearing before the Con- 

servancy Court about the middle of June, when these objections will be 
considered. So I hardly think it will be possible to start to throw dirt before 
early in the fall. .-. ; ; 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference, Erie. wishes to present two me- 
morials, 
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THE PRESIDENT. ._Your conference has been called. Perhaps we can take 
time. 

Doctor Wuitr. One is a memorial relative to election of ministers’ wives 
as delegates to General Conference: 


Resolved, That on page 40, of Discipline, fourth item, insert, “Lay Dele- 
gates to Be Elected,” this sentence: “The wives of ministers are not eligible 
to election as delegates.” [Signed] R. J. WHITE, W. B. NELSON. 


THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Shuey’s committee will take note of this. 
Doctor WuHitr. A memorial relative to a merger of the Board of Educa- 
tion with the Sunday-school Board and the Board of Control: 


Resolved, That the Board of Education be merged with the Sunday-school 
Board and the Board of Control, and if that cannot be done, that the Board 
of Education be merged with the Board of Directors of Bonebrake Theological 
Seminary. [Signed] R. J. Wuitr, W. B. Netson. 


THE PRESENT. This memorial will go to the committees on Christian 
Endeavor and Sunday schools, with the hope that they may have a joint 
session. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. Is it too late to go back to 
Montana Conference for memorials? 

THE PRESIDENT. If you have another memorial, you had better refer it 
now. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. The one that I wish to offer is in regard to the 
official board and quarterly conference, but specially as to the official board. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you have it prepared? 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I have the wording of it, but I have not the duplicates. 

THE PRESIDENT. You will prepare that and hand it in to-morrow. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Are you ready for miscellaneous business? There are 
certain items that I think the General Conference ought to take up quite 
soon which I would like to present, if you will allow a question of general 
privilege. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Doctor Funk. The night session, according to the program, is to be in 
charge of Brother H. F. Shupe and myself, and we want to tender the night 
session to the General Conference for a business session. If there is any 
night session to be held for your business, it ought to be held in the early 
rather than the latter part of the week; so I want to tender this evening 
to you for business. is 

The second item is in regard to the expenses of delegates. You. who are 
delegates are worried over the situation as well as the local people. I want 
to make a statement. The Board of Bishops and the Publishing House Board, 
through their executive officer, authorized me to say to the local committee 
at Wichita that we would pay $2 per day for the entertainment of each 
delegate to the General Conference. That information was transmitted to 
the chairman of the local committee, and they have acted upon that. The 
rule of all the General Conferences, where I have had anything to do with 
the entertainment, has been that the local committee, if they could so arrange 
it, were allowed to get rooms wherever they could, save whatever money they 
could on rooms, and receive the benefit of donations made in that way 
toward their other expenses in connection with the entertainment. That has 
always obtained. There are people that are willing in this community to 
donate to this committee the use of their rooms in their homes and they have 
been doing that. Some of our brethren are moving from one place to an- 
other. I am not criticising and the committee is not criticising, but the 
situation is. becoming serious for the reason that the local committee had 
gone to these people and had arranged for these rooms and had agreed to 
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take them for a certain price for a period. They are bound by that contract. 
If you leave your rooms, they have them to pay for, because they are held 
for the local church. The local committee will be held by the hotels and 
rooming houses where they have made these arrangements—they will be held 
because they are under written contract. You remember that many of you 
wrote me and asked for rooms, and I reported it to Brother Inman, and as a 
result he has provided for these rooms to take care of the General Conference. 
On the other hand, the local committee has gone to an expense of nearly 
$600 in arranging this eating place, a thing I don’t like in any General Con- 
ference, and which I have always stood against and tried to get along with- 
out, if possible. But they found they could not meet the conditions for 
entertaining this General Conference at $2 a day without taking care 
_of some of our people in this way. Now, it is up to you as members of the 
General Conference to help the local committee. That is all I have to say. 
I know something of their troubles and their responsibility. I mean for 
you to consider them in connection with this. Some of our brethren did not 
even answer Brother Inman’s question or let him know as to whether they 
would want entertainment or not, and they came in and found their own 
entertainment. The committee had a meeting this morning, and it is pretty 
hard to know just how to adjust this matter, and it is for this General 
Conference to solve some of these problems that come to us in a very acute 
form; and I thought it but fair to you that I make thisstatement out of the 
regular order; and I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the privilege. 

Dr. J. B. Connerr, of Lower Wabash Conference, and chairman of the 
Committee on Delegates’ Expenses. May I say a word as the chairman of 
the Committee on Delegates’ Expenses? I want to say that I would like to 
have my committee enlarged to its regular size. 

Tur PresipENT. In the opinion of the chair, this committee should be 
enlarged. How many more? 

Docror ConneETT. I was informed by the Bishop that the gentleman from 
Kentucky, J. F. Turner, is not here. 

THe PRESIDENT. Will you all agree to the appointment of a member of 
that committee of a person who is not a member of the General Confer- 
ence—Dr. A. W. Drury, who is also a member of the Publishing House Board 
—will you agree? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Present. That appointment will be made. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. We are expected to hand 
in these reports. How many days are we to charge for at $2? 

Bisuorp WEEKLEY. These sessions have closed on Monday evening or 
- Tuesday of the second week for a number of quadrenniums. 

Rev. H. R. Hess. We will make out our reports to close when—next 
Monday? ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, let us proceed with the reports. 

Mr. J. W. Kine, of Oklahoma Conference. I present a resolution: 


Resolved, That the question of merging the Board of Education and the 
Board of Control be referred to the committees on the Educational, Sunday- 
‘school, and Christian Endeavor, acting jointly. [Signed] J. W. KINe, 
C. A. HENDERSHOT. 


Tuk PRESIDENT. That we will refer to the Committee on Sunday Schools, 
and we will ask that committee to bring it before the joint session of those 
two committees. 

BisHor MatHews. I think the matter of the expenses of delegates and 
paying the expense for the General Conference demands very serious con- 
sideration. The different conferences have appropriated money to pay our 
expenses here, and there should be conscience in it and a certain sense of 
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duty to sit-in the deliberations of this great Conference until the close. If 
anybody should be sick or be called away, the General Conference can excuse 
that individual. 

Mk. Frep P. Gers, of Michigan Conference. I move that this whole matter 
regarding delegates’ expenses be referred to the committee to report exactly 
just what is wanted at the earliest possible moment. Adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. There was a suggestion that we ought to hold a night 
session. We ought to decide whether we will meet to-night. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move that we hold 
a business session this evening. Adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, General Sunday-school Secretary, 
will please come forward; copies of his. report will be distributed, after 
which he will read his report. 

Dr. C. W. BrewBaker. Before reading my report, I would like to call 
your attention. to the exhibit below. 

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND BROTHERILOODS. 


To the Twenty-Seventh General Conference of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, Greeting: 

It is with profound gratitude to Almighty God that I present 
this, my first report to your honorable body. He has been good beyond 
measure, and*in proportion as he has been recognized as the source of 
our aid and wisdom, has our work prospered. 

This, the thirteenth quadrennial report, includes the depart- 
ments of Sunday school and Brotherhood work. Prior to the- General 
Conference of 1913, the Young People’s department was under the 
direction of the same Board with but one Executive Committee and 
one Secretary, but said General Conference provided for a Young 
People’s Executive Committee and a General Secretary, which action 
has proven successful under the wise and vigorous leadership of the 
Young People’s Secretary, Rev. O. T. Deever. 

Rev. H. A. Dowling, D.D., was elected General Secretary of the 
Sunday school and Brotherhood work, but later resigned, which neces- 
sitated a called meeting of the Board, June 20, 1913, to fill the -va- 
cancy, when the present Secretary was elected by a unanimous vote. 


TIME EMPLOYED. 


This report covers the period from April 1, 1918 to April 1, 1917, 
however, my work did not begin until J uly 1, 1918. 


THE BOARD OF CONTROL. 


The. membership of the Board of Control as created by the last 
General Conference is as follows: 

Ministers: Rev. I. A. Holbrook, Ph.D., Rev. O. T. Deever, A.M., 
Rev. J. G. Huber, D.D.,.Rev. GC. W. Reeard, D.D., Rev. W. O. Fries, 
D.D., Rev. J. W. Owen, D.D., Rev. H. F. Shupe, D.D., and- Rev. W. 
R. Funk, D.D. , 

Laymen:. Col. Robert Cowden, Litt.D., Prof. H. M. Ambrose,. 
A.M., Prof. M. A. Honline, Litt.D., Mr. O. P. Beckley, and Prof. 
A. A. Maysilles. To these were added the following members ex- 
officio, as per Discipline: “Bishop G. M- Mathews, D.D., Bishop W. 
M. Weekley, D.D., Bishop C."J, Kephart, D.D., Bishop W. M. Bell, 
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D.D:Bishop H: H: Fout; D.D:, Bishop’ Av“F. Howard;* 
Matas, we. Unishop Ts Co Carter? D:D: 0 

Immediately following the General Conference, the Board met at ~ 
Decatur, Illinois, and organized by electing Rev. J. G. Huber, D.D., 
president, and Rey. O. T. Deever, recording secretary. The follow- 
ing Executive Committee, as per Discipline, was elected: Col. Robert 
Cowden, Rev. W. O. Fries, Rev. C. B. Boda, Mr. H. ©. Cridland, and 
Prof. M. A. Honline. Bishop G. M. Mathews was made advisory 
member of the committee. The Board has met regularly in annual 
session and the old Executive Committee, during the first four months 
of the quadrennium, held three meetings. The new committee held 
twenty-seven meetings, three of which were in joint session with the © 
Christian Endeavor Executive Committee. Owing to removal from 
the city, Rev. C. B. Boda withdrew from the Executive Committee, 
September 9, 1913, and Rev. Ira D. Warner was elected to fill the 
vacancy. 

At the meeting of a joint session of the Executive Committees, 
March 4, 1915; the resignation of Dr. C. W. Recard was presented, 
but its: disposal, postponed until the annual meeting of the Board, © 
May 4, 1915, at which time, it was accepted. The Board decided not 
to fill the vacancy until the meeting of the General Conference, May, 
1917. 

During the quadrennium the Board mourned the loss of a mem- 
ber ex-officio in thé person of Bishop T. C. Carter. 





D., Bishop’ zs 


OTHER WORKERS. 

Col. Robert Cowden, upon completing thirty-six years of heroic 
and successful service as General Secretary, was unanimously elected 
General Secretary Emeritus by the General Conference at Decatur, 
which honor and title he assumed July 1, 1913. While he accepted 
this signal honor, he did not lay down his armor, but continued ac- 
tive and is still greatly interested in the work. 

On December 16, 1916, Colonel Cowden completed a half-century 
of continuous service in the field of organized Sunday-school work 
of America and the world. He is still, at the age of eighty-four years, 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Ohio State Sunday 
School Association, as well as of his own denomination. At present 
he is National Chaplain of “The Gideons,” the Christian Commer- 
cial Travelers’ Association of America, and is filling many important 
engagements. 

T deem it a great honor to have the mantle of such a noble, heroic, 
and universally beloved leader and man of God fall upon me. I pray 
for a-double portion of his spirit, that I may build securely and well 
upon the foundation which he has so well laid. | 

Prof. M. A. Honline, who was elected at the Board meeting in 

ecatur, to give part time to our Board, has acted as Director of 
Religious Education during the quadrennium. His counsel was -- 
greatly appreciated in our Executive Committee and’ Board meetings. | 
Along with his work as teacher in Bonebrake Seminary, he has-had™ 
many outside calls and during the summer months has filled many 
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important engagements, especially for Interdenominational agencies, 
such as summer conferences, conventions, and the like, Professor 
Honline is known continent wide as a teacher in child psychology 
and religious education. We only wish that our own denomination 
had used him more. 

Miss Ida M. Koontz, the General Elementary Superintendent, 
during the first two years of the quadrennium, gave five-sixths of 
her time to Sunday-school work and one-sixth to Christian Endeavor. 
The last two years she devoted entirely to Sunday-school work, the 
Board assuming all her support. 

Miss Koontz has proven herself a valuable leader, counselor, and 
writer. During the four years, she spent 267 days in field work, de- 
livered 267 addresses, conducted ninety-one conferences on methods, 
and gave fourteen talks to children. At the same time she served 
each year on the Children’s Work Committee in the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denominations. She has been faithful in her 
correspondence and detail work in her office, as well as in giving valu- 
able assistance in the general office. She has seen marked progress 
made in all phases of elementary work in the schools of the denomi- 
nation. At her request and under her direction, thirteen annual 
conferences have provided elementary superintendents. 

She has also been busy with her pen. Aside from furnishing 
helps each month on the Uniform Lessons for primary and junior 
teachers to be used in the Otterbein Teacher, and articles and para- 
graphs for the Watchword, Telescope, and Sunday-school literature 
as occasion demanded, she wrote and published the following helpful 
leaflets for which there has been a great demand: 

“Something New for U. B’s.” 

“Cradle Roll Department.” (Two Editions.) 

“How to Use the Otterbein Graded Lessons.” 

“Elementary Division.” (Two Editions.) 

“Promotions in the Sunday School.” (Two Editions.) 

“Tllustrated Questionnaire on Standards.” 

“Elementary Division Round Table.” 

“Report Blank for Elementary Division.” 

“Standard for the Elementary Division.” 

“Beginners Department.” 

“Primary Department.” 

“Junior Department.” 


THE SECRETARY’S WORK. 


LG has been the aim in all of our work to give the proper spiritual 
emphasis, at the same time, holding up the educational ideal, teach- 
ing how to live in all of life’s relations. Our schools will not reach 
their highest efficiency without this ideal. 

During the four years there has been an increasing demand for 
suggestions and helps on the part of the pastors and Sunday-school 
workers, which means better schools throughout the denomination 
and necessarily a heavy correspondence, as well as the distribution of 
much helpful printed matter, 
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The Secretary has furnished articles and helpful suggestions 
from time to time for the Telescope, Watchword, and Otterbein 
‘Teacher. 

The following leaflets were published during the quadrennium, 
besides certificates, diplomas, and many other printed helps of various 
kinds: 

“Sunday School and Brotherhood Work.” 

“Home Department.” 

“Suggestive Installation Services.” 

“Decision Day in the Sunday School.” 

“How to Organize and Maintain Teacher Training Classes.” 

“Children’s Day.” 

“Children’s Day Response.” 

“How Promote Missions in the Sunday School.” 

“Sunday School Increase Campaign.” 

“Reading Course for Sunday-School Workers.” 

“Standard for Adult Division.” 

“Constitution Otterbein Brotherhood.” (Second Edition.) 

“An Experience by a Business Man.” (Second Edition.) 

“Brotherhood Day.” 

“The Otterbein Brotherhood,” . revised. (Second Edition). 

“Men at Work,” revised. (Second Edition.) 

“Suggestive List of Books.” 

Aside from the foregoing, several thousand Secondary and Adult 
leaflets published by the International Sunday School Association 
with the United Brethren in Christ imprint, were purchased and used. 

Each year our Standard with explanation and blank was sent to 
each school, besides numerous multigraphed letters. Aside from the 
letters, postals, ete., about 500,000 pieces of printed niatter were pub- 
lished, a large part of which have already been distributed with good 
results. 


NEW BOOK. 


Feeling the need of a book on the modern Sunday school, that 
would be practical and helpful to our people, the Secretary prepared 
manuscript for a new book entitled “The Sunday School in: Action.” 
This book was published by the Otterbein Press, January 1, 1915. It 
has 211 pages, with twenty-eight chapters, besides a supplement of 
four short chapters and a bibliography of the best modern books for 
Sunday-school workers, and is bound in splendid cloth with gold let- 
ters. The book has been well received and many letters of commen- 
dation have come to us from denominational and interdenominational 
workers, for which we are humbly grateful. All we wish is that the 
book may be used of God in helping to build up his kingdom. 


SPECIAL DAYS AND SEASONS. 

The department has aimed to keep before the pastors and workers 
by letter, printed matter, and through the Church periodicals, the 
special days, such as Christmas, Easter, Children’s Day, Decision 
Day, Rally Day, and the like, also the periods for mission study and 
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programs in’ our’ schoolg-as provided for in our Church ‘Discipline, 
urging from time to-time offerings for the General Benevolences. 


CHILDREN’S DAY. 


. This day has been given special attention throughout the quad- © 
rennium. For 1915 and 1916 a responsive service of an educational - 
character and special envelopes were provided free for the schools 
that desired them. The results were not what we had wished or ex- 
pected, due no doubt to the fact that the day offered no incentive for 
giving to any definite object as formerly. We hope this body will 
provide for a fitting agency that will inspire all the schools to unify 
their efforts on that day. It should be made specifically a day for the 
children and each school should be asked to make a free will offering 
to the department which directs and helps them. 


INCREASE CAMPAIGN AND VISITORS’ DAY. 


In each year of the quadrennium the time from April first to 
the first Sunday in May has been set apart as Increase Campaign 
period, making the first Sunday in May Visitors’ Day, this with 
a view to getting back all old pupils, enlisting new ones and 
setting the school before the community as a strong factor in religious 
education. We believe this movement has given stimulus to many 
of our schoolg and workers. 


GOOD READING EMPHASIZED. 


During the quadrennium, especially the last two years, we have 
emphasized from platform and by letter, the establishing of workers’ 
libraries and the reading of books along all lines of child study and 
Sunday-school work. The results are in great evidence. In some in- 
stances large single orders have gone to the U. B. Publishing House 
as a result of this work. We are anxious that pastors, Sunday-school 
workers, and parents cultivate the habit of reading along these lines 
and I believe it can be done by ever keeping before them the best 
eer and periodicals published in the Sunday school and Brotherhood 

eld. 


TEACHER TRAINING. 


During the quadrennium much emphasis has been placed on 
teacher training with good results. We charge a fee of fifty cents for 
each enrollment, which covers all expenses including certificate issued 
after passing a grade of seventy per cent. or more on the first exami- 
nation, seals for each successful following examination and an Inter- 
national diploma with United Brethren in Christ imprint when 
course is completed. 

Our office reports for the four years 297 classes in First Course 
with an enrollment of 1,303 and two classes and seventeen pupils in 
the Advanced Course, making a total enrollment of 1,320. For three 
years and nine months’ work, the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation reports through the States 390 United Brethren Suriday 
schools with an enrollment of 3,691. This makes a grand total of ° 
689 classes with an enrollment of 5,011. Since printing this report, 
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the International Sunday School Association reports for the last three 
months, which are not included in my figures, twenty-two classes in 
teacher training and 250 pupils, which increases the grand total for 
the quadrennium to 717 classes and 5,261 pupils. We can see from the 
above data that more than two-thirds of the work is done through the 
States, which makes it difficult for us to give a complete report. We are 
anxious for the time when every school in the denomination will have 
a training department, meeting at the Sunday-school hour and en- 
rolled with us. 

The Sunday-School Council of Evangelical Denominations by 
its action at Richmond, Virginia, in January, 1916, decided on a 
new three-year course in teacher training, consisting of 120 lessons. 
Parts of the course have already been written, which have been 
adopted and are already being used by some of the leading denomina- 
tions. 

Our Board at its 1916 annual meeting at Dayton, Ohio, decided 
to use at least part of the course outlined, especially that which per- 
tains to the pupil, teacher, school, and specialization work, but has 
not arranged definitely for the Biblical part. We are in hopes that 
this matter can be adjusted in the near future. 


NEW READING COURSE. 

January 1, 1917, a reading course for Sunday-school workers 
was introduced with a view to supplementing the work of teacher 
training. The course consists of seven up-to-date Sunday-school 
volumes with the privilege to substitute two volumes for specializa- 
tion work, either in girls’ work, boys’ work, or the rural problem. 
Instead of an examination, we ask the reader to give at least three 
outstanding features of each volume read. A fee of fifty cents is 
charged, a certificate is granted upon the completion of the first book; 
also a different colored seal for each succeeding book. Already seven 
have taken up the work and report favorably. We must cultivate the 
habit of reading and specialization on the part of all our leaders and 
workers. We are also anxious that a workers’ library be placed in ~ 
every school. 


ORGANIZED CLASSES. 


The movement for organized classes is no longer new. We urge 
all classes organized above the Elementary Division. 
We report as follows for the past four years: 





Elementary Division 51 classes Enrollment 703 
Secondary Division 516 classes | Enrollment 7,849 
Adult Division 427 classes Enrollment 9,242 

Total 994 classes Enrollment 17,794 


This makes a grand total of 3,507 organized classes in all divi- 
sions since the movement began. Certificates are issued to all classes 
that fill out a blank and pay the small fee of twenty-five cents. 

In the Adult Division, we find the number of men’s classes and 
women’s classes nearly the same and almost an equal number of 
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mixed classes. This movement has proven a Sunday-school builder 
and a great help in enlisting the pupils in definite service. 
EFFICIENCY STANDARDS. 

We have aimed to keep before our schools from year to year our 
general efficiency standard of twelve points. We believe if followed 
by every school, there would be a marked progress in all lines of Sun- 
day-school work. Many of our pastors and superintendents have been 
indifferent to their denominational standard which makes it difficult 
to reach the ideals set up for an efficient, front-line school. We crave 
for greater denominational loyalty in this respect. 

Our department during the quadrennium has published the Ele- 
mentary and Adult Division Standards as prepared by the Sunday- 
School Council of Evangelical Denominations: and hope in the near 
future to have one for the Secondary Division. These standards are 
adapted to the needs of the pupils and should be weleomed by every 
Sunday-school pastor and worker. We must advance along aggressive, 
educational lines, at the same time, emphasizing the great Master 
Teacher and Leader, Jesus Christ, as the spiritual dynamic and sav- 
ing factor in all our work. 


NEW SCHOOLS AND LITERATURE DONATED. 


Our books show that during the four years there were 832 grants 
of free literature which represent 513 different schools, 851 of which 
reported as new schools. A few of these, however, were reorganized 
schools, some were union schools swung to the United Brethren ranks 
and a number that were using independent literature were given a 
three months’ trial free. The cost to the Board was $3,377.43. Add- 
ing the discount of $571.41 given by the Publishing House to new 
schools only makes a total of $3,949.34. In spite of the many new 
schools reported, there is not the permanency that we should have. 
Greater care is needed in locating, organizing, and building up new 
schools. Here our conference boards can be of great help to our 
office. By action of our Board in May, 1916, we decided to grant help 
for only three months and in special cases six months, urging the 
schools to teach liberal giving as a means of grace with a view to 
self-support and kingdom extension work. The effect has been very 
helpful and healthful. 


MISSIONARY WORK. 


Our department has aimed continually to co-operate with the 
Boards of ‘Home and Foreign Missions. This was done by urging 
from time to time the observance of a missionary day, at least once a 
month, as per Discipline, by having a suitable program and instruc- 
tion and at the same time give an offering for general benevolences. 

A leaflet was also written and published on “How Promote Mis- 
sions in the Sunday School.” We feel that the only way to have a 
Church that has a world vision is to make missionary instruction a 
part of the Sunday-school program, beginning with the children in 
the Elementary Division. 
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We gave our hearty approval and co-operation in launching “Five 
Great Sundays,” as planned and promoted by the Foreign Missionary 
department. We believe that this was a great stimulus and gave a 
vision to many as to our possibilities in missionary education. What 
we need is a correlation of all our missionary education work includ- 
ing all fhe missionary societies, Sunday school and Young People’s 
work. A number of schools during the quadrennium elected mission- 
ary superintendents or missionary secretaries to direct missionary 
education. Some schools have missionary committees. 

We have received interesting reports from the superintendents of 
the different foreign fields. Each field has its peculiar needs and 
difficulties. I wish I had time to give space to each. 

The last Year Book reports Sunday schools 184, increase for 
quadrennium 21; teachers and officers 568; increase 261; total en- 
rollment 8,280, increase 1,772. While these numbers do not look large, 
we must keep in mind that in all of our mission week-day schools, the 
children are instructed in the Bible as well as in other lines of re- 
ligious education, which means even more thorough work than in the 
homeland. 

Really what we need in the religious education work of our for- 
_ eign fields is more trained workers from the homeland as well as 
trained native workers and more money to furnish. adequate build- 
ings, equipment and lesson material, backed by the home churches in 
a united program in the study of the real conditions and needs, rein- 
forced by daily prayer. ; 

‘We believe our conference boards in this country might profit 
by the following taken from a report sent to our office by Superin- 
tendent E. M. Hursh, in which he says: “The West Africa Conference 
has a unique plan in developing and maintaining interest in all work 
of religious training. There is a board appointed aunually known 
as the Board of Religious Training. This board consists of three 
members: One member has the particular duty of cultivation of 
the Sunday-school work; another the Junior Christian Endeavor, and 
the third of Senior Christian Endeavor and all training work for 
- seeker members. -This board is supposed to plan their work together, 
deciding on a general policy, at the beginning of each year. During 
the year each gives emphasis to the particular phase of work assigned 
to him. The right people on the board do very effective work.” 

Our department has devoted much of its time to the smaller 
conferences and.home mission fields.: We believe that the future of 
our foreign work depends upon the building up of a strong home base. 
We also believe that we must do much intensive and extensive 
-Sunday-school work if we would have permanency as a denomination. 
‘There are so many needy places in the homeland calling for us to 
enter, but we need many more trained workers who will enter and do 
pioneer work, who will stay on the job and build securely. An edu- 
cational and inspirational campaign in all of our churches and 
Sunday schools should be launched to reach this desired end. 
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“RURAL WORK. 


Since over fifty per cent. of the population of the United States 
lives in rural communities, which include towns of twenty-five hun- 
dred and less, we can readily see what proportion of United Brethren 
schools are rural for we are largely a rural church. The problem is 
not one of elimination as some advocate, but one of intensive work, 
hence, we have given considerable attention to our rural churches and 
Sunday schools, which has resulted in making many of our schools 
aggressive and strong. Some of our best schools are in the country. ~ 
We believe our denomination has a vital place in the rural life of our 
nation. A united program in religious education will go far in con- 
serving our people and in cultivating church loyalty. The problem 
of the country church can be solved only by well trained, well paid, 
intelligent pastors and leaders, who live on the field, set up high ideals, 
and work with the people. 


FIELD WORK. 


Much of the Secretary’s time was spent in the field in various 
ways. He attended thirty-two annual conference sessions, conducted 
fifty-nine institutes, taught at two summer schools on methods, at- 
tended fifteen team-work group meetings for the Finance Commis- 
sion, attended three Bishops’ Cabinet meetings, three Finance Com- 
mission meetings, one conference superintendent’s council, spoke 
at six conference branch institutes and Christian Endeavor con- 
ventions, one camp meeting, two community United Brethren days, 
two church anniversaries, preached two high school baccalaureate 
sermons, two college annual sermons, one annual sermon for Bone- 
brake Seminary, gave two opening addresses at colleges, four. other 
college addresses, six lectures before Bonebrake Theological students, 
five lectures before the Collegiate Institute at Dayton, Virginia, spoke 
at United Brethren Congress for Men, two Foreign Missionary 
Board meetings; shared in interdenominational work as follows: 
Three annual and several called sessions of the Sunday-School Coun- 
cil of Evangelical Denominations, one Rural Church Council, two 
sessions as a member of Commission on Federated Movements; spoke 
at one International Sunday-school convention; attended one Inter- 
national and spoke at one county Christian Endeavor convention, 
spoke at two State Sunday-school conventions, one Adult Bible 
Class State Convention, and five county and two township con- 
ventions. Attended one meeting of the Adult Bible Class and 
Brotherhood Workers of Nerth America, also joint meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the Sunday-School Council and International Christian 
Endeavor. 

Numerous other committee meetings took considerable time, such 
as the Executive Committees of the Finance and Evangelistic Com- 
missions of the denomination, Teacher Training and Adult Commit- 
tees of the Sunday School Council of Evangelical Denominations, on 
which he served during the quadrennium, and of which body he also 
served as Secretary of the Educational and Extension section one 
year, and at present, is Chairman of the Adult Committee and a 
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member of the Executive Committee. During the time, he delivered 
506 addresses, forty-one’ special addresses or lectures and 177 ser- 
mons. Part of the time was devoted to evangelistic work and in local 
church work. I aim to spend two years in evangelistic work to keep 
myself in touch with that, for I was always interested in that work. 
During the period, four hundred persons publicly confessed Christ 
in the various meetings and services held, That is not up to what it 
was when I was a pastor. 


BROTHERHOOD WORK. 

From time to time, attention has been called in various ways by 
pen and voice to the work of men and boys in the Church. The ob- 
jectives of the Otterbein Brotherhood have been emphasized, Brother- 
hood rallies and conventions have been held, in most cases with good 
results. The Brotherhood work is no longer an experiment. Men and 
boys are finding their place as never before in the work of the Church. 
The Church feels the masculine heart throb and has been doing the 
heroic in recent years. 

Each year the last Sunday in January has been observed as 
Brotherhood Day. Printed matter, letters, announcements, and sug- 
gestions through our periodicals have been the means of promotion. 
Branch Brotherhood officers have not co-operated as closely as they 
might have. 

An informal meeting of the Adult Bible Class Brotherhood 
Workers of North America was held in December, 1914, at Hotel 
Statler, Buffalo, New York. Fifty-three men representing Adult 
Bible Class, Brotherhood, and Y. M. C. A. spent two days in discuss- 
ing the best possible way for unifying the work for men in the local 
church. The discussions and reports showed that there was a rapid 
movement toward unifying the Brotherhood and the men’s Bible 
class work in the denominations under one head. 

“The Brotherhood and the organized class for men are working 
toward a common end—the enlistment of men in the activities of the 
kingdom through the agency of the church.” Both stand for spiritual 
culture and applied Christianity. The Church that would grow and 
become a strong factor in spiritual living, social service, and kingdom 
building must recognize and use the men in some form or organiza- 
tion, which may be “a men’s department of the church, or an organ- 
«zed men’s Bible class, or a Brotherhood, or any similar organization 
which meets the needs of the local church.” 

Tn addition to the men’s classes that received the international 
certificate, sixty-one Brotherhood charters were granted during the 
quadrennium. 

We are convinced that this work is very closely allied to the Sun- 
day school and every local church must give it the proper emphasis 
in order to win. Men must be students of the Bible and must be 
taught to relate themselves to God and society in a practical, help- 
ful way. 
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OUR FINANCES. 


The General Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, in his quadrennial re- 
port dated May 8, 1913, reported cash on hand, March 31, 1913, for 
Sunday school, Brotherhood and Young People’s work, the sum of 
$949.11 and borrowed money, $3,000, which left an actual indebtedness 
of $2,050.89, with which to begin the work of all the departments. 

On November 3, 1913, there was a joint session of the two Execu- 
tive Committees, when, as per minutes, a financial statement from 
the General Church Treasurer, L. O. Miller, was presented and the 
question of the proper division of the funds then on hand was con- 
sidered. After much deliberation, it was unanimously voted that the 
cash then on hand be divided as follows: Four-fifths to the Sunday. 
school and Brotherhood work and one-fifth to the Y. P. S. C. E. work, . 
that the indebtedness of $3,000 be assumed . according to the same 
proportions. It was also agreed that the percentage income from 
the General Benevolence Budget be divided upon the same basis dur- 
ing the remainder of the quadrennium. 

The per cent. of the budget granted the combined departments 
was seven per cent., five and three-fifths per cent. of which was 
given for the Sunday school and Brotherhood departments. Added 
to this was what we received from Children’s Day the first year and 
from office receipts, such as teacher training, organized class certifi- 

cates, and Brotherhood charters, which is a small amount. The 
General Treasurer’s report shows an overdraft or indebtedness,: March 
31, 1917, of $93.20. oe 

Owing to our meager income, it was impossible for us to do much 
follow-up work in pushing special days and offerings which would 
help in the general benevolences. Business men tell us that it is not 
the first letter that brings the results, but the ones that follow. What. 
we need is more money, so that we may push with earnestness and 
vigor every interest that we undertake in this important field. We 
beg that the General Conference consider the needs of our work 
which is so basic to every other general interest. We sincerely hope 
that in addition to our present rate of percentage from the budget, 
the General. Conference will give us the privilege to push more 
vigorously Children’s Day and receive the offering as a definite fund 
for general Sunday-school work. This will give a definite goal and 
will endear every Sunday-school worker and pupil to the great Sun- 
day-school movement of their own denomination of which they are a 
part. In case this is not granted, then an increase in the percentage 
apportioned by the Finance Commission is absolutely necessary. 

Aside from the promotional and educational work from our office, 
more field work in the form of institutes, conferences, and the or- 
ganization of new schools needs to be done. Our Church shonld 
soon have one or more Sunday-school missionaries in the field to lo- 
cate and establish United Brethren schools in needy places, then 
wisely follow. them up with a view to permanency. All this should 
appeal to every loyal son and daughter of Otterbein. 

I believe, too, the time is here when men and women of means 
showd give large sums of money to establish a permanent fund for 
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this great work. It will be an investment that is eternal in its glor- 
ious results in religious education and training for Christian service. 

The General Church Treasurer will present a detailed report of 
all moneys received and expended during the quadrennium for these 
departments. 


SPIRITUAL AND NUMERICAL RESULTS. 


We are aware of the fact that there are many results of our work 
that cannot be classified in statistical tables. Especially is this true 
spiritually. The ultimate goal of all this work is to lead every pupil 
to accept Jesus Christ as personal Savior and into church member- 
ship, to train them and enlist them in Christian service. It is said 
that eighty per cent. of those who unite with the Church on profes- 
sion of faith are from the Sunday school. Then, it behooves us to 
huild up big schools and at the same time the best possible in the 
way of classification, organization, and administration, providing les- 
son material that is adapted to the needs of the pupil in the different 
periods of life with the educational idea in mind, furnishing equip- 
ment and consecrated, Godly trained leaders who will do their best. 

Our last Year Book, January, 1917, shows that we have 3,552 
Sunday schools, 43,843 teachers and officers, and a total enrollment of 
454,275, which is an increase for the four years of 172 schools, 3,910 
teachers and officers, and in the total enrollment 71,887. While we 
rejoice in this gain, we feel that we have not conserved the forces 
that God has given us. The Year Book shows that the Sunday-school 
enrollment is 105,690 more than the church membership enrollment 
and yet during the past year only 13,316 were added to the church 
rolls. This is not what it should be. As a Church we must put more 
emphasis on Sunday-school evangelism. We should aim to reach 
every pupil. Every school should not be satisfied until the last child, 
young person and adult. are brought into a saving relationship with 
Christ and into church membership. 

Our net increase in church membership for each year the coming 
quadrennium from the Sunday schools alone, should not be less than 
25,000. Decision Day should be observed in every school at least once 
a year. Dr. Henry F. Cope says, “Waste is unpardonable,” and I see 
no place where there is so much need of conservation as in the moral 
and spiritual values of childhood and youth. May God arouse us as 
never before to our opportunities in educational evangelism and the 
salvation of those whom he has given us. 


RECOM MENDATIONS. 


After presenting the foregoing, we believe that the work of these 
departments can be made much more efficient by a wise and favorable 
consideration and action on the following: 

1. While the Discipline provides that “each annual conference 
shall elect annually a conference board consisting of five members” 
and briefly defines its function, yet so far but few of these boards 
have co-operated with the General Board. The chief excuse given in 
nearly every case was “no funds provided.” The members of these 
boards should be as carefully selected as the general board and ample 
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funds provided by each conference to carry on the work within its 
bounds through this agency in co-operation with the general board. 
This will increase Sunday-school efficiency two-fold. Provision should 
also be made for a Sunday-school board in the local church to co- 
operate with the conference board, as well as the general board. 

2. The time is here when we no longer question the wisdom of 
the proper classification and grading of our Sunday schools and pro- 
viding literature adapted to the needs of the pupil from both a psy- 
chological and pedagogical standpoint, with a view to his best pos- 
sible religious training. 

While our editors are giving us splendid lesson helps, there is still 
need for some adjustment. I believe quarterlies should be provided 
for the children in the Elementary Division, the Primary, and Junior 
departments in particular. This will be necessary, especially for those 
who will use “The New Improved Uniform Lessons,” which begin 
January 1, 1918. The little paper, “Lessons for our Juniors” could 
be renamed and edited for the Beginners. The Friend for Boys and 
Girls should be made and used strictly as a Sunday-school paper for 
boys and girls. Since eighty-nine per cent. of the Watchwords goes 
into the Sunday school, more space, especially in an editorial way, 
should be devoted to aggressive Sunday-school work. 

In order to make our Sunday-school literature the best, especially 
for the children, the General Conference should provide in some way 
for an Elementary Editor. who knows child-life and child needs. Our 
Publishing House is amply able in money and equipment to provide 
for these necessary changes. 

3. In order to do the best possible work, the General Conference 
should see that sufficient funds are provided for this department by 
either increasing the present apportionment or provide in addition at 
least one offering a year from each school. I believe it would be wise 
to let the department have the Children’s Day offering, which would 
amount to a splendid sum, at the same time, giving the schools an 
opportunity to give to their own general interests. Our schools are 
called upon by the International Sunday School Association to con- 
tribute to township, county, State, and International work, and many 
gladly respond. Why not also teach denominational loyalty by asking 
a liberal contribution each year for her own Sunday-school activities ? 
| Applause. | 

This department is called upon by every other general board in 
the Church for the promotion of their interests, from both an educa- 
tional and financial standpoint. Our Publishing House also cannot 
help but acknowledge how vital it is to its financial life. It is basic 
to all of our interests, hence should be well financed. [ Applause. ] 

4. Some steps should be taken in preparation for the one hun- 
dreth anniversary. of the founding of the first known United Brethren 
Sunday school near Corydon, Indiana, by Rev. John G. Pfrimmer in 
1820. We should make it the greatest simultaneous campaign in 
Sunday-school work ever known in our denomination. A centennial 
of this kind in 1920, if wisely planned, would mean a wonderful boost 
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for every Sunday school and chureh, and mark a new era in the his- 
tory of United Brethrenism. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cras. W. Brewsaker, General Secretary. 
His report was received with applause. 


Doctor Spayp. I move that this report be referred to the Committee on 
Sunday Schools. 


Seconded. Motion adopted and the report referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. Does the Treasurer make a report? 

Doctor BREWBAKER. He makes a combined report on Sunday schools 
and Christian Endeavor. 


Tue PRESIDENT. We will now hear the report of the Young People’s 
Department, by Rev. O. T. Deever, General Secretary. 
Rev. O. T. Deever then submitted his quadrennial report as General 
Secretary of the Young People’s Department. 
REPORT OF YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT. 
Dear BRETHREN: 

I am happy indeed that through the good providence of God I have 
been brought to this hour and am permitted to submit to you this 
quadrennial report. I feel highly honored in being accorded the 
privilege of representing before this body the interests of over 100,000 
Endeavorers in our Church. 

You will rejoice to know that the work was never more prosperous 
than now, and that the young life of the Church is responding in 
large numbers to the call for trained service. 

The members of this Conference who were present four years ago 
will remember that upon my election to the office of General Secretary 
of this department, I found it difficult to decide just what to do. I 
was then the pastor of a struggling mission in Kansas City, Missouri, 
which was in a critical condition. Also, the budget system of finance 
had not had time to supply the funds with which to begin the work 
at the beginning of the quadrennium, so I felt justified in staying a 
year with the church at Kansas City to tide over the situation there. 
‘After one year of prayer and counseling with trusted advisers, I 
took up the work, feeling that the call of the Church was the call of 
God. 

This statement is due the General Conference as an explanation 
for my having spent only three years of the quadrennium in the 
work to which you called me. While my report will cover the period of 
the quadrennium, yet my services have been rendered this department 
during only the last three years. 


NUMERICAL GROWTH. 


Below I give the membership and the number of Christian En- 
deavor societies in each of the four years of the quadrennium. 


Senior Senior Jr. &Int. Jr. & Int. Total Total 
Societies Members Societies Members Societies Members 
1918-1567 62,901 580 23,150 2,147 86,051 
19141706 70,086 595 23,932 2,301 93,988 
Olle 76,784 632 26,310 2,419 103,094 


1916—1,844 77,645 746 28,821 2,590 105,966 


266 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


The following figures show the present standing along other lines. 
It should be noted that the enrollment of the Comrades of the Quiet 
Hour, Tithers, and Life Work Recruits are coincident with the work 
of the General Secretary. 

4,052 Comrades of the Quiet Hour enrolled, who read the Bible 
every day. 

3,209 tithers enrolled. 

400: young men and young women who have decided for the ministry, 
missionary work, ete., as life work. 

3,287 enrolled in mission study classes last year. 

3,040 have joined the church from the societies. 

$4,012 paid for Branch enterprises, mostly missionary and educa- 
tional. . 

$6,911 paid on benevolence budget through local churches. 

$10,924 paid for benevolent purposes by the societies, 

$29,862 raised for all purposes. 

1,788 Juniors and Intermediates enrolled in supplemental studies— 
missions, church life, stewardship, ete. 

7,200, probably 7,500, young people learning how to conduct reli- 
gious meetings. 

20,000, maybe 25,000, young people learning to do things as members 
of committees. 

75,000, more or less, meetings held every year under the manage- 
ment of young people, and participated in by young people to the 
number of many thousands. 

Unknown number of young people saved from sin, strengthened in 
their religious faith, trained for greater usefulness. 

The above figures barely skim the surface of the facts of the 
attained results in our young people’s work, It must be borne in 
mind that spiritual fruitage cannot be measured in every case by 
figures. When the plastic life of youth is molded and a beautiful, 
symmetrical character formed, and later thrust forth by the hand of ~ 
God into the white harvest field to serve, the accomplishment is 
worthy a new hallelujah by all the saints-on earth and in heaven. 

EXPENSE. 

The General Church Treasurer will give the figures in detail 
showing the expense of the department for the quadrennium, hence I 
shall give only a few figures indicating the expense during the three 
years since I have been connected with the work. 

The first year that the department was maintained with a secretary, 
who served only eleven months, it cost $2,597.97 to carry the work. 
The second year it cost $2,976.04. The past year it cost $3,021.21 of 
which amount, however, over $300 went to the support of the United 
Work program. 

The first year we received from the budget $1,901.15; the second 
year, $1,891.06; this year, $2,079.69. This makes a total of $5,871.90 
received in three years from the budget with which to maintain this 
work. The young people paid during the last three years of the last 
quadrennium in dues and anniversary offerings for the support of 
the department without a secretary, $4,409.44, 
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I am dealing with the last three years of the quadrennium because 
these wére the years the department had a secretary and because the 
funds of the Sunday school and Young People’s Department are 
reported together in the General Treasurer’s report for the first year 
of the quadrennium. 

From the above figures it is apparent that it cost more to maintain 
the department than we received as our share of the budget fixed by 
the last General Conference. However, there was a balance of $609.21 
in favor of the Young People’s Department when the General Secre- 
tary took up the work. 

The extra funds required to carry the work were gathered in three 
different ways: 

First, by the Branches kindly paying the travel expense of the Sec- 
rétary in attending conventions, institutes, and rallies. ,$615.32 was 
provided in this way. 

Second, by the evangelistic work of the Secretary. The Secretary 
spent four months in this way the first year, but only three weeks 
and one-half each of the last two years. $692.94 was raised in this 
way. 

Third, by personal solicitation. During the last part of this year a 
personal appeal was sent to twenty men, in behalf of the Young 
People’s work. Eleven of them gave fifty dollars each. The General 
Secretary sent a letter to the Branch presidents asking if it were 
possible to help us out of their Branch funds. $82.27 was secured in 
this way. The General Secretary then sent out one hundred and fifty 
letters to persons known to be interested, asking for one dollar con- 
tributions, and obtained from them and the societies they represented 
or their friends $683.53. 

By this solicitation a total of $1,315.80 was secured. Of this 
amount Allegheny, which made such a remarkable record during the 
quadrennium, paid $336; White River, $224.22; Miami, $186.43; 
Oregon, $80.02; California, $76.20; Sandusky, $68.27; Southeast 
Ohio, $67.66; Iowa, $67.50; East Ohio, $64; Kansas, $38; Indiana, 
$11; Missouri, $8; Colorado, $8; Pennsylvania, $8; St. Joe, $7; West 
Virginia, $7; Northern Illinois, $6.50; East Pennsylvania, $4;. East 
Tennessee, $4; Nebraska $2. ‘ 

The total supplemental funds secured in these ways during the 
quadrennium is given below. The first year the amount was $850.15, 
the second year it was $297.18. The past year the amount was 
$1,594.39, making a total of $2,741.72 for the three years. 

The response to our recent appeal was generous and hearty beyond 
our expectations, also we received more this year from the 
budget than any other year. Hence, instead of coming to this Gen- 
eral Conference with the burden of a debt, we have the balance of 
$509.95 to our credit. | Applause. | ny 

The economy practiced has been rigid—how it could have been 
more rigid I do not see. It has been rigid to the extent of seriously 
handicapping us in the work in many ways. It has cost no more to 
maintain the work of the Young People’s Department these three 
years than it cost to maintain the little mission church of one hun- 
dred and fifty members, of which I was pastor when I took up this 
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work. I had as much as a pastor with which to do my work as I 
have had as a General Secretary of the entire Church. The splendid 
Home Mission Board of our Church and the Missouri Conference felt 
that the results accomplished in Kansas City, Missouri, justified them 
in helping that church to do its work to the extent of $600 a year. 
They considered the $3,000 a year necessary to maintain that church 
a good investment, and yet if I am any judge at all of the fruits of 
an investment, the profits of the investment in that local church were 
insignificant as compared to those of the investment in the Young 
People’s work. 

A General Secretary must have tools with which to work or he will 
fail. The Hebrew children couldn’t well make brick without straw, 
neither can a secretary. A secretary must have an office and some 
office help, if he is to be a secretary. He must have literary helps 
to offer the Christian Endeavor societies and thus establish a line 
of influence. He must have money for stamps and stationery. He 
must have money for travel, if he is to reach the point of need with 


his help. These and other agences are absolutely essential in en- 
abling him to do the work he is elected to do. 


ACTIVITIES. 

The activities of a secretary are, broadly speaking, of two kinds— 
field and office. 

Field. I shall speak of the field activities first because more than 
two-thirds of my time has been spent in this way. The first year 
having no office and no clerical help, and being compelled to do 
evangelistic work to carry the department, I spent ten months in the 
field, four montks of which were spent in evangelistic work. The 
last two years I did more field work for Christian Endeavor and the 
United Work Program, but little evangelistic work. 

I have spoken in every conference in the Church save the foreign 
conferences, Louisiana, New Mexico, Georgia-Florida, Montana, and 
Kentucky. I have been invited to conventions in every Branch Union 
in the denomination and have been able to accept the invitation to 
attend one or more conventions in all but two of our Branch Unions. 
In the three years I have attended over fifty Christian Endeavor con- 
ventions and at least one hundred and fifty institutes and rallies. 
Besides my team work in the annual conferences, I have assisted in 
twenty-five institutes for the United Work Program at the expense 
of the department. But I would not have you think that the General 
Secretary did all the field work that was done under the direction 
of the Young People’s department. Many other conventions and in- 
stitutes were supplied with speakers. Among those thus attending 
conventions were: Doctors Shupe, Owen, Landis, Brewbaker, Kendall, 
Clippinger, Schell, Hough, Phillippi, and others. 

In my convention and institute work I have seen over three hun- 
dred young men and young women bow at the altar in the dedication 
of their lives to the ministry, missionary, and deaconess work. In 
my evangelistic efforts there were five hundred conversions, two hun- 
dred decisions for aathing, three hundred and fifty decisions for uae 
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Quiet Hour, and seventy-five Life Work decisions. We have Life 
Work Recruits in every institution of learning in the Church. 

Office. For a year and a half I had no office. Through the kind- 
ness of Doctor Shupe and Doctor Funk, I had a corner in the Watch- 
word office and Doctor Shupe sat up nights doing my clerical work 
while I was in the field, all at no expense to the department. For 
the last year and one-half I have had an office and the stenographer 
of the Board of Education one-fourth time. 

We have supplied the Christian Endeavor societies with small 
quantities of the following purchased helps free: Model Constitu- 
tions for Junior, Intermediate, and Senior societies, pledge cards, 
topie cards, efficiency leaflets, Junior Bible drills, Fauicr Quiet 
Hour, and in small quantities other helps in response to special re- 
quests. 

The following leaflets have been created and supplied in large 
numbers free to the societies: The New Crusade, Crusading for Mil- 
lions, Junior Endeavor, Intermediate Endeavor, A Christian En- 
deavor Week, Students in Personal Efficiency, decision cards, Chris- 
tian Endeavor helps, Steps in Organizing a Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety, The Quiet Hour, Anniversary Day Suggestions, Juniors and 
Intermediates and the New Crusade, report blanks of three different 
kinds, blanks for reporting new societies, supplemental leaflets for 
Junior and supplemental leaflets for Intermediates, Missions in 
Christian Endeavor societies, Stewardship in Christian Endeavor so- 
cieties, the Plan of Co-operation with the W. M. A., and other minor 
leaflets. 

At the request of the Executive Committee, Doctor Shupe wrote 
the book, “Effective Endeavor,” which has had a good sale and sup- 
plies a long-felt need for a book of general Christian Endeavor in- 
formation suited to United Brethren needs. The General Secretary 
recently prepared a little book for the Publishing House entitled, 
“About the Bible.” It is for the use of Junior and Intermediate 
workers in providing suitable Bible work. It is the purpose to print 
the addresses which the General Secretary has prepared for use in this 
season’s conventions. These will be sold at cost to Endeavorers. 


JUNIOR AND INTERMEDIATE WORK. 


The Junior and Intermediate societies were never more prosperous 
than now. The quadrennium shows a gain of 181 societies, or thirty- 
two per cent. The gain in membership has been 5,903, or twenty-six 
per cent. There ought to be a tremendous awakening as to the im- 
portance of training our boys and girls for Christ and the Church. 
At the close of the first year, at the request of the Sunday-school de- 
partment, Miss Koontz was relieved of the Junior work to give all of 
her time to Sunday-school work, and the General Secretary of the 
Young People’s Department assumed the duties of Junior superin- 
tendent also. This plan has been found very satisfactory, and the 
two years since has witnessed the largest numerical growth of which 
we have any record. The J uniors are responding to the plan of co- 
operation with the W. M. A., and the plan of supplemental work pro- 
vided is meeting with increasing favor. 
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Probably the great need for emphasis is in the Intermediate work. 
The adolescent period is so important and so difficult to guide aright 
that the Church should awake to realize its responsibility and give 
our boys and girls of the intermediate age care and attention not 
heretofore given them. The next campaign in the~ denomination 
should be to put a trinity of Christian Endeavor organizations in every 
local church; namely, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior societies. 

Mrs. Deever has rendered no inconsiderable assistance in providing 
helps for the Watchword and Evangel and in other ways has given 
service to the Junior work of the Church. , 

; SPECIAL FEATURES. 

Christian Endeavor week is here to stay and should be utilized to a 
greater degree as an opportune time for evangelistic work and efforts 
and for deepening the spiritual life of the society. Anniversary Day 
is the one big event in the year for our United Brethren Christian 
Iindeavor societies. We urge all societies to observe a fall rally day 
and an educational rally at least once a year. he 

RECOM MENDATIONS. é 

First, my study of the matter has brought me to a few conclusions. 
The first one is that denominational efficiency in our Young People’s 
work is impossible without strong denominational control. 

I would recommend such legislation as will conserve to the Church 
strong denominational control over our Christian Endeavor work. 
I believe that one of our greatest needs is a finer sense of denomina- 
tional loyalty and a better understanding of the purpose and mission 
of our Church. The only way this result ean possibly be accomplished 
is to retain strong denominational direction over the training and 
development of our youth. If we do not assume active leadership 
along this line others will, and they will use our money to do it. 

Second, I would recommend the inauguration of a four-year cam- 
paign to put into every local church a trinity of Christian Endeavor 
organizations; namely, Junior, Intermediate, and Senior. The Sun- 
day school does not and cannot do all for our boys and girls that ought 
to be done, hence we need, must have, Christian Endeavor. ; 

Third, I recommend greater encouragement to, and appreciation 
of, our splendid Branch organizations. The Model Branch constitu- 
tion published in the Discipline should: be modified to meet the needs 
of the Unions whose work and organized life have developed and 
grown to greater proportions. I believe that the Branch Union is the 
greatest asset that the Young People’s work has. Nothing should be 
done that would in any way interfere with the work of our Branch 
Unions or their conventions, which are distinctly by and for young 
people. 

Fourth, I would recommend that this Conference make adequate 
provision for carrying forward the work of this department. It will 
require $3,600 a year to promote the work in an efficient manner. 
It doesn’t spell efficiency for a General Secretary to spend his time 
doing work which a stenographer can do better and at a very much 
less cost. Therefore, the secretary of this department should have a 
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stenographer full time and should have additional money for other 
advance steps. . 
The following figures show the impossibility of maintaining the 
department for less than $3,600: : 
Needed for salary of General Secretary... .. .$1,800.00 





WNeedéd-tor-clericalhelp. 55.0. os <3 o2 5. 600.00 
Needed for free helps, leaflets, stationery, 

DPLIMpi Nesta mipsn etc: see + a ease eee se OOO 00 
Needed fortravel eet oe eter eee ee ee 400500 
Needed for departmental share of expenses of 

Church Treasurer and Stewardship Com- 

mission and also for field work for United 

Worle seroorarac:: saeiolse ec nisye house cists oo 150.00 | 
Needed for office and phome. -...:..0 0-4-2» ~ 100.00 
Needed for expense of Board..... Sean Eere oe 50.00 

Totaly Acswizsn « eee. po,0001.00 


It will be seen at once that these are exceedingly conservative 
figures. This last year it cost the department $300 instead of $150 
for field work for the United Work Program, the Stewardship Com- 
mission, and the General Church Treasurer. Also the travel expenses 
exceeded $400, but a long trip to the Coast is included, which, of 
course, would not be made every year. Not only so, but while the 
estimates are very conservative, nothing is included for incidentals. 
The past year we were compelled to buy some office fixtures and 
there were other incidental expenses. Some unforeseen expenses are 
almost bound to occur. 

Fifth, I wish, therefore, to recommend that in addition to a reason- 
ably adequate provision for this department you grant us the privilege 
of securing offerings from our Christian Endeavor societies on 
Anniversary Day, such offering to be used for extending the work of 
the department. 

In justification for some statements I make further on, I wish to 
present the following figures. 

A decade of Christian Endeavor in the United Brethren Church. 
Note the growth in the last three years: 

Senior Senior Jr.&Int. Jr.'& Int. Total Total 
Societies Membership Societies Members Societies Members 


1906—1,521 57,044 550 93,5174 2,071 81,518 
1907—1,663 60,632 552) 23,,020 2,215 88,652 
1908—1,578 62,274 5173 24,656 2,151 86,939 
1909—1,557 62,886 553 24,002 2,110 86,888 
1910—1,496 62,064 558 99,559 2,054 84,623 
4911—1,574 63,358 562 99,155 2,130 85,513 
1912—1,613 66,707 565 29,418 2,178 89,195 
1913—1,567 62,901 580 93,150 2,147 86,051 
1914--1,706 70,056 595 23,939 2,301 93,988 
1915—1,787 76,784 632 26,310 9,419 108,094 


1916—1,844 17,645 746 98,321 2,590 105,966 
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Ten years of Christian Endeavor without and with a secretary. ; 
@@mmmm 647 average total gain in membership during seven years with- 
out a secretary in the field. 

ES ae ee ee i ee RE 6.058 av. 
erage total gain in membership during three years with a secretary 
‘in the field. 
Ql 693 average Senior membership gain during seven years with- 
out a seeretary. 
4914 average 

Senior membership gain during three years with a secretary. [Ap- 
plause. | 

60 average Junior and Intermediate Joss during seven years 
without a secretary. 
mu 1724 average Junior and Intermediate gain during 
three years with a secretary. 
-63 average number of Senior societies gained during seven years 
without a secretary. 
@™ 93 average number of Senior societies gained during three years 
with a secretary. : 
-8-10 of one society average number of Junior and Intermediate so- 
cieties gained during seven years without a secretary. 
@MB 554 average number of Junior and Intermediate societies gained 
during three years with a secretary. 

In this connection may I take the privilege of urging that what- 
ever is done by this General Conference in behalf of our young peo- 
ple that the identity of this department be not destroyed by elimina- 
tion or combination. For twenty-seven years our Young People’s 
work has had a separate identity. Those’ twenty-seven years are re- 
plete with heroic achievements. From the beginning earnest hearts 
and heads have guided the course of this movement in our Church, 
with great devotion and sacrifice. Probably no other movement in 
the Church has received so much unpaid service to direct it—without 
which it would have died long ago. 

If you will study carefully the history of this movement in our 
Church, you will find that the period when a separate organization 
was maintained with biennial conventions was a period of great ad- 
vancement. It is now nine years since the biennial conventions 
ceased and the general organization was discontinued and the direc- 
tion of the work assumed by the Board of Control. During the first 
six years of this time the numerical growth of the societies was the 
smallest in its history. We do not know just what may have pro- 
duced this standstill, but I think it is safe to assume that at least one 
of the factors entering into it was the lack of the specific leadership 
of any one charged solely with the responsibility of looking after this 
interest. Every organization must have the touch of personal leader- 
ship. There is no doubt that the movement received less specific 
leadership under the Board than under the old Y. P. @. U. organiza- 
tion. 

But even during those six years, while under the direction of the 
Board of Control, a separate department was maintained with a paid 
Junior superintendent, as before, and with Dr, H, F, Shupe acting 
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secretary, as before, giving his time and energy to the work without 
any remuneration for his services. Also during the period when Rev. 
W. L. Bunger gave part time to this work there was a swell in the 
membership from 85,513 to 89,125. So the department has always 
had a separate identity and without it the work would speedily dis- 
integrate, I believe. 

The suggestion of combining this department with another has 
been made. My best judgment is that no combination is wise and that 
any combination would result in loss. I grant that you, brethren, 
out at the springs from whence come the supply of funds to maintain 
the departments, have a right to speak when we consider whether or 
not the magnificent victories of the past quadrennium have been 
purchased too dearly. You have a right to say whether our people 
are carrying burdens heavier than they ought to bear. But I, with 
others, at this end of the line feel that we should be heard when it . 
comes to the matter of the steps to be taken to meet the apparent 
discouragement of some with reference to the number of workers re- 
quired to carry our departments and the ‘expense thereby incurred. 
Tf it is found necessary to retrench in the matter of expense then I 
have this word of warning: 

No head of any other department can do the details of the work of 
this department because I personally know that every secretary is 
loaded to the limit and some already have several assistants. Without 
a doubt, the first move of any department secretary, if this work 
were put under his care, would be to hire an assistant to look after it. 
This assistant would require the same office help and expense that a 
secretary would require. There is no possibility of doing other than 
this, unless, of course, the work be abandoned. The only substitution 
any one who has thought it through, would think of making is sub- 
stituting an assistant for a secretary. If the work is to be done by an 
assistant, then preserve the identity of the department and place the 
responsibility of hiring and directing the assistant upon the executive 
committee of the Young People’s department where it belongs.. My 
honest conviction is that a committee composed of persons who love, 
understand, and have expert knowledge of Christian Endeavor, can 
give better direction to a Christian Endeavor assistant that a secretary 
whose hands, head, and heart are absorbed in another line of work. 

Tf exacting economy is necessary then let us go back to volunteer. 
unpaid service for the Young People’s work. For all the years of 
its history, Endeavor enthusiasts have sat up nights to give this work 
eratuitous service and they can continue to do so, if necessary. 
While I firmly believe loss will follow such a course, yet I am con- 
vinced this loss would not be so great as the loss that would come if 
the Young People’s department were tucked in under the wing of some 
more pretentious sister department. : ; 

It is physically, mentally, and humanly impossible for any one 
person to do all the work that ought to be done for this department 
and at the same time do the work that ought to be done for some 
other department. We must remember that the office of the secretary 
of the Young People’s department involves, probably, less administra- 
tive effort than any other secretaryship. The secretary has little 
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administrative authority. His leadership rests in the wisdom and 
discretion of his suggestive plans of work. 

Work that is almost purely inspirational and educational requires 

_the touch of personality to be effective. The work of the secretary 
of the Young People’s department is almost entirely inspirational 
and educational. The inspirational and educational influence of any 
person cannot be exerted by mere organization. Because some com- 
binations are possible, we should not conclude that all combinations 
are possible. Because a boy ought to learn to swim is no reason he 
should jump into the first mud hole he finds with his clothes on. 
The ‘secretary of a department is supposed to be an expert. He 
brings a message no pastor can bring, because no pastor has the time 
and opportunity for special study and observation that the secretary 
has. é 

One of the reasons our Church should have a Young People’s secre- 
tary is to promote unity and cohesiveness. Probably one of the 
greatest needs of our Church to-day is greater denominational loyalty 
and unity. Our young people must be embued with the spirit of 
United Brethrenism. To do this, all our young people must move in 
one direction according to one general plan. A denomination with 
connectionalism like ours must have means of linking the whole 
Church together or provincialism and disintegration will result. A 
Young People’s secretary can be a strong factor in binding our youth 
together and thus preserving the loyalty and unity of the next genera- 
tion. 

We should remember that the effect of any step toward combination 
will be to dishearten many of our young people and thus inflict serious 
hardship and injury upon the work. It is quite certain that if this 
body does not provide leadership for our young people they will turn 
to such leadership elsewhere. I know of small societies in our de- 
nomination whose pastor is receiving missionary support which paid 
as high as twenty-five dollars to interdenominational Christian En- 
deavor work last year. I know others which paid as much. These so- 
cieties are so far away from our Church headquarters as to be almost 
out of touch with our movement. In proportion as our denominational 
Christian Endeavor work goes down our young people will turn to 
other leadership and we will foot the expense of such work besides los- 
ing a great opportunity (to have a share in training our own youth. The 
pendulum is swinging toward denominational control of the religious 
education of youth. Many churches are awakening to this need. As 
the. denominational college is necessary to produce denominational 
leaders, so. these other denominational training agencies are necessary 
to provide leaders for our own work, 

I am pleading for the young life of the Church. I am a United 
Brethren from A to Z. I love the Church with all my life. And, as 
I love the Church, I plead that nothing be done that looks toward 
neglect of our youth. The cry of the hour is for leadership. 
This is no time to sound retreat. The future ehurch is ab- 
solutely imperiled the moment we turn a deaf ear to the appeal of our 
sons and daughters that they be given the opportunity to build them- 
selves up. for the service of the Church. 
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_-During all the history of our Church we have been so impatient for 
_ & harvest. that we often do not take time to sow the seed. We find it 
difficult to fully appreciate our training agencies. Those who bear 
.a fruitage in the silent, unseen, inconspicuous forces that build 
character are often depreciated by those who in a more spectacular 
way gather large numbers of men and money. into the church. We 
dare not ignore the side of training. Superficial work will not stand 
the test. A tragic judgment awaits us if we fail to discern this tre- 
mendous truth. : 
_ I wrote a number of letters to the leaders of the Young People’s 
work in leading denominations, receiving ten replies from the fol- 
lowing denominations: Disciples, General Presbyterian, Southern 
Presbyterian, United Presbyterian, Methodist Episcopal, Methodist 
Protestant, African Methodist Episcopal, Friends, General Baptist 
Association, and Evangelical Association. From these I gather some 
interesting information. 
All of these. ten denominations have some form of denominational 
organization for their Young People’s work with denominational 
direction. Six of the ten have Christian Endeavor societies, three of 
them having no other organization. Four of the ten have a distinct 
denominational organization not in affiliation with Christian En- 
_deavor. Two have both. Christian Endeavor societies and denomina- 
tional Young People’s societies. The United Presbyterian Church has 
a Young People’s society in practically every church, and Junior so- 
cieties in thirty-five per cent. of their churches. Only one of the ten 
churches has a smaller proportion of churches with Senior Young Peo- 
ple’s societies than does our own; namely, the Southern Presbyterian. 
This denomination has Young People’s societies in only thirty-three 
per cent. of its churches. The General Presbyterian and Methodist 
Episcopal have Senior Young People’s societies in sixty-six per cent. 
of their churches. The Methodist Protestant, Disciples, Friends, 
Evangelical Association, American Baptist, and African Methodist 
* Episcopal have Senior societies in fifty per cent. of their churches. 
This is the same percentage that we have. Three churches have fewer 
Junior societies in proportion to the number of churches that we 
have and seven have more. We have Junior societies in fifteen per 
eerit. of our churches. The Methodist have Junior societies in thirty- 
three per cent. of their churches, the Methodist Protestant in twenty- 
five per cent., the Disciples in thirty-three per eent., the Friends in 
twenty per cent., United Presbyterian in thirty-three per cent., Evan- 
gelical Association in fifteen per cent., the American Baptist in ten 
- per cent., the Southern Presbyterian in ten per cent., and the Gen- 
eral Presbyterian in ten per cent. The average percentage for Senior 
societies is sixty per cent., and the average for Junior societies 1s 
twenty per cent. Our average is fifty per cent. and fifteen per cent. 
So that it appears in both cases we are a little below the average. 
The statement might be made that we are a rural Church, and thus 
we find it more difficult to maintain societies, but. the Methodist 
-- Episcopal Church, with Senior societies of sixty-six per cent. of its 
churches, is also rural. $53 brake 
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The Presbyterian and Methodist churches, which have the largest 
proportion of the societies, have had paid workers in the field for 
years. However, the United Presbyterian Church, with a society in 
practically every church, carries the work through volunteer workers. 
The African Methodist Episcopal Church also has no paid workers. 
All of the other denominations have paid workers, two of whom, 
namely, the Disciples and the Friends, have just recently put workers 
in the field. In each State the Baptists have a director of Sunday- 
school and Young People’s work. The Southern Presbyterian Church 
has twenty-one field workers for Sunday-school extension and Young 
People’s work. The Evangelical Association and Methodist Prot- 
estant churches have their Sunday school and Young People’s work 
combined under one secretary. All others have workers who give 
their time exclusively to Young People’s work. 

All of the denominations which have paid workers, except the 
Baptist and Presbyterian, give their societies a chance to help support 
these workers, thereby binding the societies to the work. The workers 
of the Baptist and Presbyterian churches are paid from the profits 
of their publications. All of the ten denominations have conven- 
tions, summer conferences, or institutes for their young people. Two 
of the denominations have summer assemblies or conferences for Sun- 
day-school and Christian Endeavor workers. All of the rest have 
Young People’s gatherings, but the tendency among the larger and 
more progressive is toward the school idea, having a faculty, and 
gathering for ten days to study methods and plans of work. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


I wish to acknowledge my gratitude to Branch officers and to dis- 
trict and local workers for their magnificent co-operation in the 
work. The response to suggestions made has been hearty and en- 
thusiastic. J am also sincerely thankful for the wise counsel and 
help of the members of the Board of Control and of the faithful 
executive committee of the department. The Watchword and other 
Church periodicals have been generous in the space allotted our pub- 
licity matter and in their general support of the Young People’s 
work. The Publishing House has assisted in the work of the depart- 
ment in many ways for which I am profoundly grateful. The unpaid 
assistance and advice of Doctor Shupe, with his quarter of a century 
of training in Christian Endeavor work in general, as well as his edi- 
torial experience in particular, have been of untold help to me in the 
work. 

Last, but by no manner of means least, I wish to record my deep 
appreciation of the royal treatment I have received from pastors, 
superintendents, secretaries, Bishops, and other workers, in trying to 
do the work to which I was assigned by your last gathering. 

In His name, 
O. T. Dexver, General Secretary. 

[Applause followed the reading of his report.] 


Dr. C. B. FietcHer, of Sandusky Conference. I move the adoption of 
this report and its reference:to the proper committee, | 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 277 


Seconded. The motion was adopted, and report referred to the Christian 
Endeavor Committee. 

D. H. CounsELLER, of Sandusky Conference. I would suggest that every 
pastor do what he did as stated at the bottom of page six. If you would do 
so, you would find there would be a saving of $294,000. 

Tur PRESIDENT. The next report will be ou the Otterbein Home, Doctor 
Phillippi making the report. 

Docror Puiuiprl.. Inasmuch as the Otterbein Home has no executive 
secretary, this duty fell upon the secretary of the board. In the line of 
economy, the secretaryship doesn’t cost a cent. 


REPORT OF OTTERBEIN HOME TRUSTEES. 


To the Twenty-seventh General Conference of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, in session at Wichita, Kansas, in May, 
1917, the Trustees of the Otterbein Home present their report for the 
quadrennium : 

“Tt was on May 17, 1913, that the Twenty-sixth General Conference 
of the United Brethren Church approved the establishment of the 
Otterbein Home. The session was held in our First Church, Decatur, - 
Tllinois, and the endorsement of the Conference was made by vote of 
delegates about ten-thirty o’clock on Saturday night. Inasmuch as 
no formal report was made at the last General Conference, it is deemed 
fitting, for the sake of a complete record, to include in this report 
some steps preliminary to the purchase of the Shaker farm, now 
known as the Otterbein Home, as introductory to the quadrennial 
report proper. 


AGQUAINTANCE WITH SHAKERS. 


The first visit made to Union Village, in Warren County, Ohio, 
which had a bearing upon the purchase of the large holdings of the 
Shakers was on August 5, 1909. Union Village was the name of the 
railroad station, then located at the corner of the Shaker farm, and 
still maintained. It was the name of the post office which had been 
discontinued. The local designation of quite genera] use then was 
Shakertown, chosen, of course, from the common name of the religious 
and communistic body in possession of the lands. A conception of 
transforming this large estate into a Church home was not gained 
for six or seven weeks, at which time there was a vision of the reli- 
gious and philanthropic possibilities of these holdings in case of their 
transfer to our denomination. ; 

Negotiations with the Shakers began almost immediately, and were 
continued for more than three years before an agreement for transfer 
was made. These conferences were begun with the local trustees at 
Union Village because it was thought that they were empowered, by 
virtue of their position, to make any transfer of the lands. When it 
was decided by the Shakers themselves that the general trustees, with 
headquarters in New England, had power to convey nd the local 
trustees had not such power, our conferences were changed, and 
further dealings were with the Eastern Shakers. However, Mr. 
James H. Fennessey, at Union Village, who was on the local board, 
was also one of the general trustees, the other two being Mr. Arthur 
Bruce and Mr. Irving Greenwood, both of Kast Canterbury, New 


Hampshire, 
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CHARTER GRANTED. ye fe 

After it seemed possible to enter into a contract for purchase of 
grounds, an application was made to the State of Ohio for a charter. 
This was signed October 14, 1912, by the following persons in order 
named: James M. Cox, William H. Washinger, Frederick H. Rike, 
Jay M. Cogan, G. M. Mathews, J. M. Phillippi, W. R. Funk. After 
thorough investigation by State authorities, but without the’ altera- 
tion of a single phrase, this charter was granted under date of Novem: 
ber 7, 1912. In the meantime, a purchase contract had been signed, 
dated October 15, 1912, calling for transfer on March 1, 1913, with the 
following sehedule of payments: 

March 1; 1913, $ 50,000. 

March 1, 1918, $100,000. 

March 1, 1928, $175,000. 

The cost price was $325,000, deferred payments to bear interest of 
four per cent. per annum, payable annually, plus an amount equal to 
the local taxation made upon the mortgage notes held by the Shakers 
to secure payment of the deferred amounts. At that time, the total 
rate of interest was 4.74 per cent., and it has remained practically sta- 
tionary. The contract permitted payment of any amount on principal 
in multiples of $5,000 at any interest-paying time. 

On November 19, 1912, the incorporators met and elected nine 
trustees to serve until the meeting of the General Conference in 
Decatur in March, 1913. At the same meeting, a constitution was 
adopted, which provided for a continuous board of trustees by the 
election of three at every General Conference for a term of twelve 
years each, the first General Conference to elect three for eight years, 
and three for four years, serving these shorter terms in order to in- 
augurate the general rotation system. 


TRANSFER OF TITLE. 


In order to secure funds .to meet the first payment, and to stock 
and equip the farm,-a call was authorized for $7 5,000. When the time 
for transfer arrived, just about $50,000 had been pledged, including 
four conditional gifts aggregating $2,300. These conditional promises 
have not been redeemed. eee tek ; 

The money pledged covered only the first payment of $50,000, and 
only $27,000 of this amount had been secured in cash. The time for 
transfer was changed from March 1 to March 5, and the title to these 
grounds passed to the United Brethren Church late on the evening 
of March 5. Three thousand dollars were borrowedy and the Shakers 
accepted $30,000 in cash, and a four-months’ note for $20,000. Their 
confidence in the United Brethren Church seems now to us to have 
been remarkable. When Elder Arthur Bruce, leading Shaker trustee, 
was asked at the time of the original contract, October 15, 1912, how 
much money he wanted down, he replhed: “Considering the character 
of the men with whom we are dealing, we do not want a cent.’ That 
feeling was mutual, for the men with whom he was dealing didn’t 
have a cent. Not only did the Shaker trustees agree to wait on $20,000 
of the first payment, but, on security of a promissory note, they sold 
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to the Otterbein Home seven thousand dollars worth of stock and 
grain on day of transfer. 

When funds were being sought for equipment and first payment, 
the consequences of possible failure were canvassed. There was a 
possibility that the General Conference would not ratify the act of 
purchase. In order to secure those who were contributing money, a 
number who were interested in the Home, and who saw value in the 
Shaker farm, entered into an agreement to take this real estate as 
a corporate body and farm it for profit in case the Church should 
decline to accept it for philanthropy. These men did not want the 
land personally, and such agreement was but to protect donors and 
the Church. It would have been a profitable financial venture for 
those who provided this guaranty. 


HOMES PROPOSED. 


Before the deeds were made, publicity matter was sent throughout 

the Church, proposing the establishment of six different homes: 
Home and training school for orphans and other needy children. 

2. Home for children of missionaries. 

3. Old folk’s home, by cottage and dormitory plan. 

4. Home for deaconesses. 

5. Home for retired ministers and wives, cottage and dormitory 
plan. 

6. Healthatorium for church workers. 

The first has been started, six children of two families taking up 
their residence at the Otterbein Home, May 1, 19138, being there still. 
These were the only children that the Home received before the last 
General Conference. The second home was made ready for occupancy 
just about the date cf the opening of the present General Conference. 
The third has been started, three persons having entered this home 
before the opening of the General Conference of 1913. All still 
live, though one is at the State hospital now. The fourth home has 
not been started. The fifth has been begun, although not maintained 
separately from the third. The sixth has been opened in connection 
with the third, it, of course, being temporary and for emergency. On 
account of various forms of affliction, it is necessary to consider a 
seventh home, a subdivision chiefly on the third and fifth. This 
home for the helpless now is in preparation, and will be rushed to 
completion, with opening desired in the early fall. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 

Two great tasks confronted the trustees elected by the last General 
Conference. One was to manage and cultivate the farm, the other 
was to establish and conduct the various homes proposed. 'To make 
these two a success, it was necessary to build up the farms, reclaim 
land that had been committed to permanent pasture, repair, and 
construct fences, attack the eleven miles of overgrown hedge, con- 
struct silos, tile out certain fields, and put buildings in proper order 
for their new use and maintain the same. Securing sufficient and 
efficient help was not the least problem. Obtaining working capital, 
not to mention payment of interest and debt, was a heroic task. The 
assumption of all responsibility that accompanies physical welfare, 
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mental development, moral culture, and spiritual salvation of children 
was no light thing. Direct management of some farms and the leas- 
ing of others entered in. The whole question of stock-raising on a 
profitable basis needed attention. 

Four years ago, one farm of 750 acres was being cultivated under 
direct management, and two farmi hands were employed. While that 
General Conference was in session, with the superintendent in at- 
tendance, and the matron managing things at the Home, these em- 
ployees discovered that Ohio had not been voted dry, and made great 
use of the discovery. Within the four years, another farm of five 
hundred acres has been transferred from leased land to directly-man- 
‘ aged ground, and also is farmed by hired labor. 

Four years ago, the working force was superintendent, matron, and 
two employees. To-day, the force consists of superintendent, matron, 
governess for boys, governess for girls, governess for nursery, office 
assistant, two cooks, dining room helper, baker, laundress, poultry 
woman, dairyman, mistress of mission home, housekeeper and nurse, 
assistant housekeeper and nurse, farm foreman, gardener, carpenter, 
and seven farm employees, a total of twenty-seven. Besides these, 
temporary help is employed in busy seasons. Also, boys and girls 
and old people in the homes are able to perform certain labor. An 
engineer, a bee-keeper, and several farm workers are included among 
the last named. Added to the general list should be one music teacher, 
employed but not yet in charge of band and orchestra; also, piano 
instructors who have been engaged with the children during the sum- 
mer vacation. The school teachers are not yet under the direction of 
the Home or employed by ‘it. 

This division of labor, and the constitution of departments of 
activity, together with the increased number of employees, even yet 
far too small, will give an idea of the development thus far, and may 
be regarded as a prophecy of things to come. 


SUPERINTENDENT AND MATRON. 


The securing of Dr. and Mrs. J. R. King as superintendent and 
matron seems no less providential than the acquisition of the farm 
itself, and he doesn’t know what this is. Their unlimited consecration 
to such a task; their endurance of body; their keenness of mind; their 
hearts beating in sympathy with the purpose of the Home; their ready 
discernment of the spiritual needs of those under their care; their 
extended experience in building construction, executive management, 
and medical knowledge acquired in Africa, combine to give them 
peculiar fitness for such a position. If a heating plant is needed, or 
a lighting system, or a water system, their knowledge is comprehen- 
sive. If a house is to be planned, or a big building remodeled, they 
supply the drawings and work them out in detail. In the instance of 
the old people’s home, they literally transformed a shell into a palace, 
and all this was done with the strictest economy. They waste no 
penny, but save many dollars. The trustees have acquired confidence 
that anything recommended by superintendent and matron is safe 
from the standpoint of finance. Their skill in government, their 
general executive force, and their administrative ability have the 
approval of those who have continued them in this position from year 
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to year. They have performed too much work, and carried too many 
burdens, even against the official action of those in authority, but in- 
sisted on this course in the face of need for working capital, equip- 
ment, preparation of homes, and maintenance expense. In addition 
to her duties as matron, Mrs. King has served as accountant and her 
books and reports are models of neatness and accuracy. 

ACCOUNTING SYSTEM, 

The Home is indebted to the Rike-Kumler company, in Dayton, . 
Ohio, for devising and installing a system of accounting worked out 
by its treasurer, Frank R. Wright, and its head bookkeeper, KE. G. 
Fisher, which required their time for about one week, after which the 
company sent the Home a receipted bill for their services. The 
system, which Mrs. King has followed, is complete for all eight farms 
making up the Otterbein Home farm, comprehending every cent of 
income and outlay for whatever cause, besides interchange of stock 
and supplies from farm to farm; and, also, the general housekeeping 
expense of the different homes, accounted for separately; and, also, 
still, the general income from the Church, whether by note, or gift, 
or annuity payment, or bequest, or donation of supplies, or what not. 

Under direction of superintendent and matron, all the superin- 
tendents and special workmen labor, the farm foreman directing those 
employed for live-stock raising and field cultivation. Dairyman, 
truckman, and other heads direct their helpers. This organization is 
not yet perfect. The great work to be done with the comparatively 
small amount of money available hampered development. No luxur- 
ies have been dreamed of. Many necessities have assumed the appear- 
ance of commodities. In fact, the management proceeded as fast 
as was consistent with good business judgment. Financial mistakes 
might easily have been made, but a conservative course has been 
chosen rather than one more radical, as the trustees felt bound to 
follow a policy which our best business men, those who have been 
generous donors and those who are expected to become such, could 
approve without reservation. 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

Although insufficient funds have been at command of the manage: 
ment, the financial showing for the four and a half years is quite 
gratifying. The subjoined table gives the financial condition at the 
end of the five fiscal years, ending on March 31, the first year being 
less than twelve months: 


Year Gross Assets Liabilities Net Assets 
19138 $332,000.00 $282,000.00 $ 50,000.00 - 
1914 385,551.54 295,298 .24 90,253.30 
1915 415,449.51 291,851.70 123,597 .81 
1916 461,551.74 280,191.50 181,360.24 
1917 478,993.80 236,234.62 949,759.18 


Throughout this period, the real estate has been invoiced at its 
original cost price, $325,000. In invoicing machinery, a ten per 
cent. reduction for depreciation has been made every year. In certain 
instances, where machinery had been subjected to hard usage, the 
percentage of depreciation was increased to thirty per cent. or more. 
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Stock and grain invoices have followed the rise and fall 6f values on 
the open market, the farm committee of three well-known stock men 
and farmers determining the figures. The house committee, consist- 
ing of four capable women, has invoiced annually the house furniture 
and furnishings, including stock of supplies for table. 

When Doctor and Mrs. John R. King took charge of this farm on 
March 1, 1913, the only chattels possessed consisted of a gray mare 
of uncertain age and temperament, buggy, and harness, all of which 
had been purchased on time at an agreed price of $160. This animal 
was invoiced on March 31 at $50. The pronounced increase in prop- 
erty owned by the Home reflects great credit upon members of the 
United Brethren Church, both for their generosity and their heart 
sympathy for domestic and social conditions in need of relief. 

It is noted that there is a steady increase in gross assets from 
$332,000 to practically $479,000. At the same time, after getting 
started, a gradual decrease in liabilities is noted from $282,000 to 
$236,000. The steady and handsome increase in net assets from 
$50,000 to $242,000 in four years will give the miost satisfaction to 
the Church, because this column is the index to the financial stability 
of the Home. 


SHOWING IN DETAIL. 


An analysis of assets and liabilities at the close of the fiscal year, 
March 31, 1917, shows how this property is held: 


ASSETS. 

‘Otterbein. Homies 77 sauce sree oa pera $325,000.00 
Other Real" Ustate. 5 os. ain eterna ee ee a ne 
Additions ‘to Buildings». see. hea ee eee ee ee 
Bond Investment. 7.5). schlcea eae 4 etn et ee one 
Farins Tnventory 0... 2% «<> »Seaue ates parce oe ae ee Be ae 
vari, Dnplements oss cess: cevaee a sean eee nee 
Improvement ‘to,-Land.. 3.0... 5.2. Seder) tee 1 eeeGs 
Furniture and Furnishings... )..2.)sle0c. ook. 5,151.02 
Notes-“Receivablés oss Ce cs en oe oe ae 
Accounts’ ‘522.5050 a ee Ee ee Cena 533.40 
Gash Balance’, 2s seu dar sipincee Sebase RR Ree a ee ee 

$478,993.80 

LIABILITIES. 

Mortgages Payable ...... . .$215,000.00 


Mortgages Other Real Estate. ee sad, a Be 49208 


Notes. Payable. 0.05.50. eee ee ee 16,332.84 
Accounts: Payable... 22.255 - nee ee 106.75 
Assets above. Liabilities \. . >. Sicsiane eee 242,759.18 


$478,993.80 
The other real estate mentioned lies in Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, 
and Ohio, deeded to the Home, but none of it productive. The notes 
receivable are time notes only, including no death notes, Of course, 
death notes are an asset to any cause, *but, on account of recognized 
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uncertainties, the Home has not deemed it wise to add mortuary 
notes to its assets, with the impression which that would make of 
greater stability than it possesses. Included in the assets column are 
annuity moneys received, totaling $53,700. Two annuitants have 
died, so that, the Home is now paying annuities on $50,200. While 
this, involving interest payments, is a temporary liability against the 
Home which does not appear in the liabilities column, and while 
there may be some shrinkage in the notes receivable, the mortuary 
notes which are not counted will more than make up any liability in 
annuities or loss in defaulted payments. Some of the real estate has 
been deeded with the donors’ privilege of turning it into cash and re- 
ceiving annuity therefor. The total number of annuitants to date is 
twenty-five, twenty-three of them living,. 

The management has endeavored to conserve all this annuity money, 
applying it to the reduction of debt rather than consuming it in main- 
tenance or-in-improvements. After the first payment of $50,000 on 
the purchase price, the debt has been reduced $60,000 more, which 
$60,000. is $6,300 above the total amount of annuities received to, 
date, -and $9,800 above the annuity gifts on which interest still is 
paid. There is a marked increase in assets without consideration of 
annuity gifts. 

At the beginning, the estimated need of $25,000 for farm equipment 
was entirely too low. The last inventory shows over $40,000 of stock, 
grain, feed, implements, and machinery. But this is less than half 
that is needed for the farm to bring its best returns. 

32 FIELD SECRETARY. 

“S@écuring these funds was no small task. Rev. H. A. Sechrist began 
fielil work for the Home, July 15, 1918. In consequence of illness, 
he wWas*¢ompelled to cease work from about the middle of December, 
1916, till the middle of April, 1917, though some profitable work was 
doiie during this time with pen and typewriter. This loss of revenue 
yas’ felt quite keenly, for Mr. Sechrist is an exceptional man for his 
position, bringing to it qualities of heart and of head which can 
but bear rich fruitage. His reports at the annual meetings of the 
trustees comprehended the following amounts, secured for the re- 
spective fiscal years, the last much reduced because of his illness, 
anid because no exceptional gifts were secured during the year: 


Year Amiount Secured 
1914 $51,638.19 
1915 51,879 .00 
1916 79,270.50 
1917 - 23,670.67 


These: figures are for all kinds of gifts, including death notes. 
Of the first sum, fifty-six per cent. was in mortuary notes, of the sec- 
ond sum forty-eight per cent., of the third, thirty-four per cent., and 
of the fourth, fifty-one per cent. The reason for this decreased pro- 
portion ‘of death notes, except for.the last year, is that a number of 
such notes were converted into cash, donors desiring that their money 
be set at work for the Lord while they are yet alive. As an illustra- 
tion, Richard F. Hahn and wife, of Lisbon, Iowa, first gave a death 
note for $20,000. Already they have converted half of. it into an 
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nuity money, and expect to change the other half likewise within the 
current fiscal vear. This gradual transfer of funds from intangible . 
assets to tangible, meets the heartiest approval of the Home, and 
brings a corresponding blessing to the donors. One result of this 
transfer is that the total amount of death notes held by the Home 
does not increase much from year to year. 


INCOME FROM FARM. 


The farm has contributed its income, although conditions have 
been abnormal. Insufficient stock and equipment cut down the re- 
turns at the beginning, A disastrous hail storm destroyed the first 
crop of oats and injured wheat and corn. A scourge of cholera carried 
away three hundred head of hogs. Wheat largely was a failure one 
year, and in no year has it been a great crop. The best yield was 
damaged greatly by excessive rains. The quarantine, on account’ of 
foot and mouth disease, prohibited sale of stock when ready, so that 
the best returns were not secured. Figures for the lasttwo years are 
better. The showing follows, the year in each case being the time 
when the fiscal year closed, and including the crop of the preceding 
calendar year: 


Year Farm Income Farm Expense Net Profit 
1914 $13,148 .34 $ 4,268.41 $16,033 .52 
1915 16,887.79 11,658.50 12,769.31 
1916 26,463.49 6,785.58 21,995 .54 
1917 30,911.27 13,510.79 27,929.87 


The invoice of stoek, grain, and feed at the close of the fiscal year 
is governed by market prices, and helps to determine figures for farm 
profit, so that the net profit is not ascertained by subtracting expense 
from income. In a general way, the farm has been paying interest on 
purchase price and maintenance expense of the Homes established. 

Pastors, conference superintendents, Bishops, and other friends have 
been influential in directing money toward the Home. Trustees, exec- 
utive committee, and superintendent have sought funds as time per- 
mitted. The Christmas offerings from local churches have been a 
great blessing to those who gave and to those who received. When 
the Christmas offering becomes universal among the co-operating 
churches, the mutual advantage will be multiplied. If the farm can 
keep interest and maintenance expense paid, liberal and loyal United 
Brethren may be counted upon to pay the purchase price and pro- 
vide for development. 


FOUNDATIONS ESTABLISHED. 


One method of giving which appeals to many people is the founda- 
tion plan. By action of the trustees, any one making a gift of $10,000 
or more is entitled to establish and name a foundation. If this is 
for support of children, one child can be assigned by the management 
to this foundation for every $2,000 paid. Similar plan has been 
adopted for foundations to which adults can be assigned by those in 
charge. To perpetuate the names of such donors is a duty devolving 
upon the Home, as well as the promise of an inspiration to others to 
contribute in a similar way. The commendable gift of Mr. Seth 
Johnson, of Moravia, Iowa, amounting to more than $21,000, is ac- 
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knowledged. Tn recognition, one of the component farms was renamed 
“The Seth Johnson Memorial Farm.” Abundant opportunity is af- 
forded here to establish memorials of any amount and of various 
character, but all contributing to the general purpose of the Home. 
Foundations established ¢1:d named are as follows: 

[At this point, Doctor Phillippi had the Indiana delegation arise, 
and then had all sit down except Brother Sell, and said: “This is the 
man that gave the $11,000. Brother Sell and his wife were in our 
church just a few months when this was done, coming from the 
Radical Church. If there are any more, bring them along.” | 


Sell, Mow Gatos sss, sues chose paves atecoagee $11,000.00 
Mamsbure WH OUNAAION wie sions norese. oes: sions 20,000. 00 
dheaders MoundatiOnmanscsr ss tcmiesm ae tees 24,000.00 
Hialanig Moundationtes carve cose co oar steroe tc <icvee 20,000.00 


Of this entire amount, only three thousand dollars are productive. 
All the donors retained a life interest in the gifts. 
The Otterbein Home Annual, Volume I., issued in 1915, Volume 
II., in 1916, to be followed by a new volume every year, conveys infor- 
mation and inspires gifts. It is the purpose to use a uniform cover, 
with change in volume and year. 


BUILDING ADAPTATION. 


Many of the buildings needed alteration and improvement to 
serve the purpose of the United Brethren Church. The Shakers 
desired the privilege of retaining one building for ten years, and such 
grant was given them in the purchase contract. They occupy a 
building which was constructed in 1810, and since the sale was made 
they have painted the building, installed a large amount of sanitary 
plumbing, and purchased a new furnace at their own expense. The 
large brick building in which superintendent and matron live, and in 
which the children find a home, has needed considerable expense, 
though less than any other building occupied. Another large brick 
building, constructed in 1819, was made over for the use of the Otter- 
bein adults at a cost of about $7,000. It is a most excellent home for 
these good people, modern in every particular. While this outlay 
seemed large at the time, it prepared a good building for occupancy 
which is worth $40,000. The home for missionaries’ children is just 
complete, at an outlay of about $3,000. This includes an addition of 
two rooms, making a good building of ten rooms, with furnace, bath, 
sanitary plumbing, and all other features to make it modern. The 
West Brick building for employed help was improved by roof, paint, 
cornice, porch, and interior changes. A double house for employees 
was rearranged and fitted for occupancy. A two-story residence of 
uncertain age was beautified and enlarged by addition of two rooms. 
The large cistern house was extended to include room for an electric 
fight plant, and a part of it now 1s being fitted for installation of 
laundry. A one-story brick building was turned into a creamery, to- 
gether with a brick extension. The Shaker meeting house was par- 
titioned and fitted and furnished for public school purposes, the old 
school building used by the Shakers giving the Otterbein Home serv- 
ice for only one year, and quite inadequate at that. Barns, cribs, hog 
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houses, and other outbuildings have required outlay of money and 
time that they might: tender better service. Six silos have been ¢on- 
structed, with a total capacity of 660 tons of ensilage. 

Improvements now in process include a new residence for the farm 
foreman, and relocation of a two-story frame building of eight soem 
for residence of one tenant family. 


HOME FOR THE ITELPLESS. 

Plans are being made now for the remodeling of the large brick 
building on the North farmi as a home for the helpless. This is in a 
most beautiful location, and can be adapted admirably to this kind of 
Christian service, Money has been received for the construction of 
two cottages for maintenance of family life, but their erection has 
awaited completion of development plans. 


CHERISHED NAMES. 

Donors to the Otterbein Home number thousands. It is impossible 
to ascertain the correct number of the numerous contributors toward 
the Christmas offering.» Many who have given liberally have been 
ealled to their eternal-reward. But the.Otterbin Home is not un- 
etal of their gifts. The following persons, credited with gifts of 

« thousand dollars or more, have gone to their crowning: 


Name Bisitonce : Amount 
Mrs. Katie Fohl, Navarre, Ohio. . Peat hee rain en ord BAO ULG) 
John Thomas, J ohnstown, a Ere sietento ae OOO 
Mrs. Elizabeth Miller, Vandalia, OO. cee trug ceca trier Sezer 3,000 
Hon. Matt Edmonds, McLouth, Kansas. che cae ee UO) 
Miss Lucretia Ramsburg, Dallas Center, Towa. eerie eee 3,100 
Col. R. M. Baker, Monrovia, Califomia....°.'.. wiser aie 1,000 
Seth Johnson, Moravia, Towa. e J ete erature UO 
John Hulitt, Hillsboro, Ohio. Sycge ckie ioe cane atoearege OU) 
J. W. Shoe, Fostoria, ORI Se oe RR ees ag 1,200 
Mrs.; Clara “‘Karby,. Webanon= Onig. acc esecs ee EO 
Rey... W... B. Shinn, Canton) MWlmois:.. sccass ee eee 2,500 
F. M. Moats, Normal, Tilinois. ee ha DUO CE) 


All this has been received except he. Beate pad from Mrs. Clara 
Kirby’s estate, and the bequest of Mr. F. M. Moats. The will of Mr. 
Moats is contested, and the case remains in court. The interrogation 
point after the $5,000 questions both the fact and the amount of the 
gift. If the will stands, the amount may be cut down several thou- 
cand dollars, or it may exceed the amount given. 


DEVELOPMENT PLANS. 


With a view to orderly development of the’ eae “From’; and 
with a purpose to avoid duplication of work and expense, the- trustees, 
at their annual meeting in April, 1916, instructed that a stirvey be 
made of ground now occupied by the large buildings in use, with other 
ground adjacent thereto which gives promise of being employed later 
in construction of other buildings and laying out of grounds. This 
committee was asked to prepare a landscape view of the Home as it 
promises to appear when attaining full size, estimating that this may 
require fifty years.’ The origirial estimate-made hetoss the ground 
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was transferred, that eventually a thousand children would find here 
a home and place of training,-and that a thousand old people would 
avail thempgelves of this home as a haven of rest, was kept in mind 
throughout these plans. No one who has had experience in dealing 
with these matters would think for a moment of dropping below these 
figures, unless he wishes to. discriminate among persons equally 
worthy, accepting some and rejecting others on the ground of insuffi- 
cient equipment alone. The management planned for fifty years in 
this survey and prospective growth, believing that the work of the 
Church is not served best by plans which reach only six months or 
six years in the future. Nor did the trustees, in the face of pressing 
need, hesitate at the money required for such development. Growth 
must await the securing of funds as it has in the past, but orderly 
plans for growth ought to be the first of all, followed by working them 
out as the years pass. 

The management considered, also, the need for complemental build- 
ings, such as church, school, auditorium, museum, gymnasium, and ad- 
ministration headquarters. oa 


THE HOME IN SERVICE. 


Turning to the actual work of the Home, for which the farm is but 

a support and the buildings a necessary equipment, we find applicants 

to consist of old people, of children, of those in broken health, the 

sick, and those deficient in earning power. The magnitude of this 
work may be seen in the following table: 
1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 


Cases considered 106 141 149 
Adults 61 55 56 
Children 45 86 86 

Admittances 31 48 43 
Adults ; 13 14 10 
Children 18 34 38 

Arrivals 19 26 35 
Adults 5 8 4 
Children 14 18 31 

Receivable 12 14 9 

Adults 8 4 7 
Children 4 10 2 


‘A few of the adults counted as receivable in the above table made 
other plans, two of the seven so classed in the last year not coming 
to the Home after arrangements were made. These will not be re- 
arded as on the list unless application is renewed. Another table, 


sli the number in the Home on April 1 of each year, will reveal 


the inerease: 


Year Adults Children Total 
1913 0 0 0 
1914 12 26 38 
1915 16 37 53 
1916 j 24, 57 81 
1917 23: 88 116 


i 5 e growth 1 tirely too slow for 
table shows growth, but the growth is entire; 
eal are on the outside and want in. Some of the ‘most com- 
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pelling cases have not been considered favorably because of lack of 
room, lack of funds to prepare room, or lack of strength in the or- 
ganization to supply the needs of applicants. For instance, dozens of 
applicants require hospital treatment, which the Home is not yet pre- 
pared to give. Naturally, these cases have presented a very strong 
appeal. It is with the desire to answer this need, in part, that a 
home now is being fitted up for the helpless, although even that will 
not be able to respond to extreme cases. 


HOMING AND HOUSING. 


At first, children, adults, superintendent’s family, all household 
help, and some farm help were occupants of one large brick building. 
Then the adults were removed to their separate building. The erec- 
tion of a special building for boys is needed for further separation, 
leaving the big brick building now occupied to the exclusive use of 
the girls. Until this can be done, the mission building will be used 
as an overflow place for girls’ sleeping quarters. 

In housing the children, the boys have their quarters, the girls like- 
wise, with those under school age, both boys and girls, in the nursery 
department. . In educational work, they are divided into nursery, 
grammar school, and high school. 


WHENCE THEY COME, 


The States represented by the old people are Virginia, Pennsy]- 
vania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Nebraska, and_Washing- 
ton. The States represented by the children are Ohio, Kentucky, 
Indiana, Ilinois, with favorable action already taken on application 
from Kansas and applications being considered from Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, and Iowa. The charter calls for service to members and 
friends of the United Brethren Church. Only one child has been re- 
ceived who was not connected with some United Brethren church or 
Sunday school. Three adults have been admitted who belong to other 
churches. In each ease, it was profitable from a financial standpoint 
to receive them. Granting them admittance gave ability to help some 
dependent ones of our own Church. 

No inflexible rules have been enacted for receiving applicants. The 
two general questions are: Is the applicant in need of a home? Is 
the applicant worthy of a home? If both of these are given affirma- 
tive answers, other questions, including physical condition, mental 
condition, social disposition, and financial ability, are considered. 
First of all, the Home is not to relieve people of burdens which they 
are able to bear and ought to bear. It extends its help only as a sup- 
plement to that which others can do for themselves, or, in the case 
of children, to that which relatives or friends are able to do for them. 
In a few cases, there was nothing to supplement, and the Home 
needed to consider the entire responsibility of care and expense. When 
adults apply for admission, the Home believes that all their money 
and property should come to the Home, unless there are clear moral 
obligations elsewhere, which obligations are respected by the Home. 
In the case of half-orphans, the remaining parent is relieved of re- 
sponsibility in no sense. The children are his, which fact he should 
remember, and he should devote himself and his earnings to the wel- 
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at of the children with as free a spirit as if they were under his own 
roof. 

All adults are received on a probation of three months. A per- 
manent contract is made at the beginning, which becomes binding 
upon ratification after the three months’ period. Previous to mak- 
ing the agreement binding, either the applicant or the Home can 
terminate the contract. In only one instance has this contract been 
annulled, and that on the part of the Home. 

It is expected that old people remain at the Home until the end of 
life, although one member of the adult family now is with friends 
and another in the State hospital. Four old people have died, one 
buried at the Home, the other three bodies taken back to their re- 
spective former places of residence. It has been intended to retain 
boys and girls until they are eighteen. To dismiss them sooner is to 
subject them to all kinds of influences at a critical age. All children 
regularly received are still at the Home, with exception of two who 

_ were returned for cause. 


HEALTH CONDITIONS, 


Health at the Otterbein Home has been remarkable. Illness and 
death may be expected among the old people, for many are quite in- 
firm even before their arrival. Still, only four deaths have occurred 
among the old people in four years. ‘There have been no deaths among 
the children, and but one or two cases of serious illness. An epidemic 
of measles put forty-six children in bed just before Christmas of 
1916. All these recovered, with no apparent injury to eyes or lungs. 
No outside help was secured in caring for the temporary hospital. 
Only two accidents have occurred, a broken lower limb in each home. 
The children have been charted for health after examination. of eyes, 
nose, mouth, ears, teeth, lungs, heart. No trace of tuberculosis was 
found, although the Home has some children of tubercular parents. 
Dr. Edward Blair, of Lebanon, is the Home physician, a superior man 
from every standpoint. 

The effect of regular habits is quite apparent. There is an ap- 
pointed time for rising, for meals, for work, for study, for exercise, 
for sport. The nursery children sleep every afternoon. Stomachs are 
kept in proper order by sufficient wholeseme food, well cooked, eaten 
at regular hours, with no piecing between meals. The great value 
of regularity can be esteemed fully only after comparison of its re- 
sults with the results of irregularity. 

EMPHASIS ON INDUSTRY. 


The Home believes in employment and not in idleness. If the old 
people are able to work, they are happier because of the service they 
render, even though it may be meager of necessity. They are expected 
to take care of their rooms if able, and to aid in sewing or house- 
keeping if they can do so. Boys and girls of -suitable age are assigned 
tasks for daily performance for a period of two weeks. Then these 
tasks are reassigned. They include work in the house, in the garden, 
at the barn, in the creamery, and, in some cases, during the summer, 
in the field. One of the boys has practical charge of the lighting 
system, with duties prescribed to others according to age and native 
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fitness. This employment is carried along with school life, but is not 
allowed to interfere with the educational process. Purpose and 
practice unite in dignifying labor rather than in degrading it. Con- 
tinuous employment, which is not oppressive, is regarded as the very 
best thing for bodies and minds and the moral nature of the boys and 
girls. Besides, this lays the very.best possible foundation for self- 
support. 

In order to cultivate thrift and economy, a savings bank has been 
opened, with a pass-book supplied every boy and girl. The general 
purpose is to prepare them for self-reliance and self-support in their 
future independent activity. 


SPIRITUAL LIFE FIRST, 


The religious influence has been kept dominant. A church has 
been organized, which the superintendent serves as pastor. A Sun- 
‘day school is maintained, as is also a Senior Christian Endeavor, a 
Junior Endeavor, prayer-meeting, and Woman’s Missionary society. 
The general assembly for worship is on Sunday forenoon, the same 
Sunday evening hour being given to Christian Endeavor in one build- 
ing and to an old folks’ prayer meeting in the other. Contributions 
are made regularly toward budget, and money is being accumulated 
‘to aid in the construction of a church building. . At present, the chapel 
in the children’s home building suffices for general services. Every 
boy and girl of sufficient age has made a confession of Jesus Christ 
and joined the church. [Applause.] _Some of more tender years have 
been taken under the watch-care of the church, following out the 
splendid provision of the Chureh Discipline. This is one place where 
every boy and girl who is in Sunday school remains for preaching 
service. [Applause.] Mark says of Jesus, “As his custom was, he 
entered into the synagogue on the sabbath day.” No loss will acerue 
to the Otterbein Home children from being trained in the habit ot 
church attendance, in which our Lord was trained, and which he 
endorsed and adopted after coming to manhood. 5 

The old people’s home supplies the class-leader. The children’s - 
home supplies presidents both for Senior and Junior Endeavors. The 
course for Christian Endeavor efficiency has been studied and ex- 
-aminations held, It is purposed that the Otterbein Home church be a 
real organization, with the same aim and the same general methods 
as other United Brethren churches. 


CONTRIBUTING AGENCIES. 


Toward the sacredness of worship, an orchestra:furnishes contribu- 
tion. While this is in its infancy, larger plans have been formulated, 
Rev. O. F. Bilger, pastor in Miami Conference, who was an orchestra 
and band director before giving up that work to enter the ministry, 
has been employed .to develop this musical talent of the Otterbein boys 
and. girls.. He has visited the Home, and reports unusual talent in 
music. The supply. ef instruments, sixty in number, has not been 
secured, chiefly through lack of time to do the necessary work. One 
man has a chanee to donate them all. He is considering it. : 

Another agency, under religious direction, though not a part 
of the Church, is the Otterbein neighborhood club. This was or- 
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ganized through the suggestion and help of Mrs. King. Its object is 
social, literary, and religious development. It reaches out beyond the 
Homie and includes the women of the community. 

Religious services proper are attended by many outside of the Home. 
The community supplies both teachers and officers, and the fellow- 
ship is mutually helpful. 


RELATION TO COMMUNITY, 


Another means of contact with outside life is the annual harvest 
home picnic. This was begun by a picnic gathering of members of 
the Otterbein family, workmen, and tenants coming together to spend 
a day after completion of harvest work. The growth to include 
others was natural. Last year, invitations were extended to all whose 
land borders on the Otterbein Home farm and it is fourteen miles 
around it, so that more than three hundred were in attendance. 
Others, whose land adjoins the farms touching the Otterbein Home, 
wondered why they too could not come. This event promises to grow 
into a great annual Visitors’ Day. 

Other points of contact with the community are the great business 
interests of the Home, which bring it into relation with Lebanon, 
Middletown, Dayton, and Cincinnati. The Shakers were s0 well- 
known. in business relations that the way was paved for a continuance 
of the same with the successors to the Shakers. 

ne RELATIONS WITH SHAKERS. 

‘An adequate report could not omit mention of the connection of the 
Otterbein Home with the Shaker society. This includes members of 
the local body, and those of the New England Shaker villages. Nor is 
the chief connection one of business or finance. The Home is strain- 
ing every nerve to discharge its financial obligations to the Shakers, 
and they have been most considerate in every way. The East Canter- 
bury society in New Hampshire has been visited twice by Treasurer 
Miller, of the Home. Thé entire executive committee, with Superin- 
tendent King and wife, intended to pay the Eastern Shakers a visit 
in the summer of 1916, but sufficient time was not at command. It is 
felt that this visit is due the-Shakers because of their uniform kind- 
ness, their consideration for every interest of the Home,. and their 
heart anxiety for its welfare. Mr. Bruce and Mr. Greenwood, trus- 
tees, with the sixty members of the Kast Canterbury family, are new- 
found friends of the United Brethren Church, and their good will, as 
manifested on many occasions, merits our highest esteem, rd 

“When negotiations began with the Shakers in 1909, twenty-six , of 
their number were living at the present Otterbein Home. Sixteen 
deaths have occurred, and one removal, leaving nine of the original 
~ number, all but three of whom are over eighty years of age, A quartet 
of Shaker sisters from New JTampshire, changing at intervals, takes 
eare of the remaining’ones in Ohio. Among these is. Eldress..Mary 
Wilson, chief eldress for the Shakers in the United States. Mr. James 
HI. Fennessey and Mr. Moore S. Mason, who looked upon our acquisi- 
tion of the Shaker estate with so much favor, and used their influence 
io the accomplishment of that end, still abide at their old home. ® A 


particularly close fellowship exists between: them .and. our Church: 
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May a gracious Providence prolong their lives!’ The time when, in 
the course of nature, the Shakers shall close up their work at the Ot- 
terbein Home, or at Union Village, as they know it, is anticipated 
with mingled feeling of sorrow and regret. Certainly, their lives 
have been a benediction to our own. One ambition of the Home 
should be that it hecome a worthy successor of this honored and in- 
dustrious religious order. 
AMENDED CHARTER. 


Four years ago, the General Cuinference directed that the charter be 
so amended as to change the name from the United Brethren Or- 
phanage and Home to the Otterbein Home. The trustees, through 
their attorney, Mr. Lee Warren James, seeured such an amendment to 
the charter, which bears date of August 1, 1913, the petition itself 
having been made on July 29, three days before. It may be repeated 
here that this is the broadest charter of its kind ever issued by the 
State of Ohio. In addition to the specific work of providing a home 
for old people, aged ministers and their wives, children, and children 
of missionaries, the charter provides for “such other forms of purely 
charitable and benevolent work of a kindred and educational nature 
as may commend itself from time to time to the corporation, with 
power to receive gifts, devises, and bequests, and to hold property.” 

Under this charter, and the adopted constitution, organization has 
been perfected as follows: A continuous trustee board of nine mem- 
bers, three being elected by the General Conference every four years; 
an executive committee of three, chosen by the trustees; superintend- 
ent and matron, chosen by the trustees; field secretary, selected by the 
executive committee; a farm committee of three practical farmers and 
stock-raisers, selected by the executive committee; a house committee 
of five practical women, selected by the executive committee, although 
only four have been chosen to date; various superintendents for the 
different departments, chosen conjointly by the superintendent and 
executive committee; department help, employed conjointly by super- 
intendent and department heads, 

In the past four years, only one change has occurred in the official 
force of the Home. Dr. T. D. Crites, who was elected a trustee to 
serve twelve years, tendered his resignation on account of inability - 
to attend meetings. After Mr. Crites had taken up different work 
in another State, he found it possible to serve the Home in capacity 
of trustee; byt Mr. W. A. Cochran, of Ligonier, Indiana, already had 
been selected to fill the place. 


ELECTION OF TRUSTEES. 


It devolves upon this General Conference to elect four trustees. - 
The short terms of Bishop G. M. Mathews, Bishop W. M. Weekley, 
and Governor J. M. Cox, expire now. Their successors are to be elected 
for twelve years. According to the constitution, a vacancy in trustee- 
ship can be filled by the trustee board only until the next General 
Conference. Hence, the term of Mr. W. A. Cochran expires now, 
and his successor is to be elected for eight years, the remaining part 
of the original term of twelve years. 
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The future of the Otterbein Home is in the hands of God—and 
God’s people. He plans its destiny, they work it out. It is hoped that 
their work may not fall beneath his plan. Its chief task of character 
formation, in behalf of boys and girls, must be supported by such in- 
dustries as are related to farm, live stock, poultry, large fruits, small 
fruits, vegetables, cannery, bakery and a score of others supplemental. 
They must be given a large outlook upon life. Day by day they must 
be taught industry and economy, in opposition to the chosen and en- 
forced idleness of boys and girls in the city, and contrary to the habits 
of waste and extravagance so easily contracted by those of the same 
age in many family homes. They must be instructed in the common 
schools, and given at least high-school privileges. They must be © 
taught that the religion of Jesus Christ is fundamental to every- 
thing else which is either useful or desirable. 

To help reach this end, every form of industry which is possible 
and profitable will be encouraged, including manual training, with 
all that it implies. 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE. 

In order to keep close to the. work of the Home, the trustees held 
three mid-year meetings in addition to the regular annual sessions. 
At the annual session on April 26, 1916, a committee of three was 
appointed to study the entire question of development, including a 
survey of grounds and preparation of a landscape view. The purpose 
was to study, first, the ultimate goal to he achieved—a Home which 
will give adequate service to that part of the Church which co-operates 
with it. The Board believed that a conception of the end to be attained 
should precede a conception of the means of attainment, and also 
precede a realization by those means. In other words, it believed in 
formulating a plan and working to the plan. By such methods, any 
given amount of money will go the farthest, and needless expense 
eliminated. 

This committee reported at the last meeting of the Board. While 
its plans had been studied to a satisfactory conclusion, the work of 
the artist was not complete. A survey of the ground was made, which 
is sufficient for any purpose in the full development of the Home. 
The grounds were laid out for the most economical and most satis- 
factory growth. Both committee and board kept in mind the care of 
the number of children and old people regarded as needing and being 
worthy of a home. Certainly, no one who has first knowledge of the 
need will say that the original estimate of one thousand children and 
one thousand old people was too high. The future will prove that 
such is too low, yet these first figures were kept in view in the plans. 

Tt takes a big building to house fifty old people, together with the 
help needed. Nearly every one wants a single room, and in most 
eases should have it. The large building now occupied by old people, 
and the building now occupied by Shakers, will not accommodate more 
than thirty ‘or thirty-two each besides the help. Another large brick 
building can be brought into service, and will be fitted up this sum- 
mer as a home for the helpless. The problem of caring for others 
just as needy as those who are at the Otterbein Home now demands 
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solution. What is true of old people is true of children, except: that 
a given amount of space will accommodate many more children than 
old people. : bebeie 

While the Otterbein Home is supplied liberally with large buildings, 
for which all are grateful, more must be constructed in order to an- 
swer to the needs of the Church. We believe that adequate provision 
ought to be made. We believe that what ought to be done can be done. 
Furthermore, the development of the Home so planned for the next 
fifty years will not. require any greater average yearly income than 
the average annual income received during the past four and one-half 
years. In other words, by planning for a period of fifty years, with 
-ho more rapid financial growth than recorded at the present time, the 
proposed end can be reached in time specified. Should the increase 
of funds be more rapid, the development may be accelerated. 

These plans include living homes, administration building, church, 
school, auditorium, gymnasium, and museum. They count. cottages 
for continuation of family life. They embrace industries commen- 
surate with the growing life and population of the Home—a farm prod- 
ucts center at one place, and an industrial center at another; for 
industry is given large emphasis. The Home believes that it is better 
for one to live by rewards of industry than by inheritance or by un- 
earned income—better in every sense of the word. Farming, stock- 
raising, dairying, including butter making, raising of small fruits, 
cultivating orchard fruits, trucking, poultry raising are the nucleus 
around which will cluster other forms of activity, as opportunity is 
afforded for their establishment. Manual training and like occupa- 
tions are in prospect. 

_ Those connected with the Home at present have given its conduct 
and development considerable study. They have some ideas which 
could not be gained except through intimate experience with the 
real work of such a place, and believed that some things of this char- 
acter, both sane and sensible, should be committed to permanent form, 
knowing that some men die and other men go crazy, and that they 
themselves might be included in the “some” or the “other.” The pres- 
ent trustees may not direct much of this work, but they felt it a duty 
to themselves, to the Otterbein Home, and to the Church, to prepare 
a plan for orderly and symmetrical development, at the same time the 
most logical and the most economical; and such a plan they commit 
and commend to the Church, which they love and which they serve. 
That part of the work which was completed will be on exhibition dur- 
ing the General Conference at the display quarters assigned to the 
Otterbein ‘Home. 


THE HELP OF GOD. 


The number of boys and girls is bound to increase, unless limited 
by artificial means. For their support, as well as for their employ- 
ment, intensive cultivation of the soil will be necessary, and live- 
stock raising pushed to the limit. Already, twenty acres of the pro- 
posed sixty-acre commercial orchard have been planted, in addition to 
seven or eight acres of domestic orchard. In all these thirgs, the 
advice of experts has been sought and will be sought. 


} 
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The number of old people is bound to increase with the years, un- 
less restricted by an injurious discrimination. 


It is our confidence 


that God and his people will supply the means as demanded, and that 


large buildings and cottages will take their place on the Home grounds 

_in orderly growth. He who inspired one to say that pure religion and 
undefiled before God, and the Father consists in visiting the father- 
less and the widow, will not withdraw the declaration when its spirit 
is more than followed out by providing a training home for the father- 
less and a hospitable place of refuge for the widow, and by preparing 
other homes which are needed as sadly as are these two. 
Father likely to withhold his approval from the most sane means and 
sensible methods of procuring support for such a cause. 
ness and the righteousness of this work, so long deferred in our de- 
nomination, promoted first by Quincy Orphanage and Home, calls for 
an unqualified devotion to its speedy development to atone for the long 
years of oversight and indifference. 
ourselves, recognizing it a Christian duty to respond to the call of 
need, being conscious of the divine approval in relieving distress, 
and in laying foundation for Christian character. 


Nor is the 
The worthi- 


To such a task, let us devote 


J. M. Puiuisep1, Recording Secretary. | 


FARM STATEMENT OF SUPERINTENDENT 

















}*ash on hand beginning of year: 


INvoIceE Marcu, 1916 EXPENSES. 

= tee. 
Tarm Stock Hay & Grain Labor General Stock Bought 
POE. el 5 oN ches $ 973.00 $ 178.75 $ 11.05 73.36 57.50 
enter ....... 7,105.00 1,000.00 1,573.93 1,360.46 3,058.57 

Johnson ...... 139.50 150.00 20.00 17:23 
MONEE |e ccs aie. ones 2,043.50 246.00 13.54 467.36 876.71 
South 2,147.50 812.50 1.55 120.05 436.88 

PME SU aa exsrgs 6 Ue oress 2,265.50 1,152.50 17.25 150.28 
West Brick .. 4,640.00 535.00 1,344.84 827.85 2,646.67 
West Frame 1,689.75 302.50 13.50 66.62 65.00 
$20,103.75 $4,377.25 $2,995.66 $3,083.21 $7,141.33 

Invoices: Marcu, 1917 SALES. 
a FT mre a a Se “iN 

farm Stock Hay & Grain Hay & Grain Stock Dairy Net Income 
BACK ~-. ss «she $ 999.95 $ 150.00 978.26 $1,214.94 $ 382.78 $2,081.87 
Bemter oso. ws 11,028.30 2,015.00 803.11 3,807.46 1,586.83 5,142.74 
fohmson .«.... 326.40 169.00 784.32 OAT AA ee Lcepey yerekstene 1,198.43 
SMOEED 7. 00 a 2,565.05 381.50 1,021.28 2,925.72 197.93 3,444.37 
SOUtD ... ss. > 2,853.85 505.00 1,729.63 A900 Fos pe pele ee) ap Shey > 3,443.25 
Bees bx tors rie lews 2,137.05 550.70 8,347.15 D221-O4 ie wm Biehs fiat 4,671.01 
West Brick 8,688.00 2,240.00 1,219.26 2,868.84 425.43 4,447.17 
West Frame.. 2,031.00 306.00 1,475.23 1,498.35 332,82 3,501.03 
$30,629.20 $5,308.20 $11,358.24 $16,686.64 $2,575.79 27,929.87 
Total receipts and invoices, 1917....-.. 1s este eee eee ete e eet e teens 66,558.07 
Total Expense and invoice, 1916....... sees cree eee eee e eee eee e renee 38,628.20 
$27,929.87 


Net income 


IFINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTANT FOR THE FISCAL YHAR ENDING 


MARCH 31, 1917. 
RECHIPTS. 


Notes receivable conve 


i a) Seis foyer ake 0 lecerelee sire 0. 6 6 


Meer AASTInGR me Cc ose a hea Saute imran Es $ 961,32 : 
| Superintendent .....--:- cress r reer eee etnies 1,285.02 $ 2,246.34 
WI cris aitsaislecicoercss eel tiers ok ARIE eT 30,911.26 
sl RRM rare ter eaiinl gt me. Sn. 2 cr cia cet a yoy, econ mural Cgmcar ec. a ks ei'aiiw) 8) warm yew! eye 8 7,789.5 
Notes receivable ....- 24 '668.00 
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Annuity--pitts icc ede arene 6,600.00. 
Bequeste haan eet or ceca sce ee eee ee a aes 23,923.73 
Christmas offerings, cash ................... Suhimicuncencty tcc 4 
Christmas offerings, bedding, Supplies\et ¢.cie a Liners 172.26 4,001.08 
General“offeritige; cash. +20... 6s. See ee oe $3,692.47 
General offerings, trailer, HALNESS,§ CEC sas oss eh 178.25 3,870.72 
Admissions ier eure vies 3,100.00 
Children’s support .. 2,446.00 
Old people’s support . 615.50 
Rents cas rcs i 1,220.68 
INCOR ESE ca! Sue rs aries ee ; 787.62 
Clothing=and medical ole. i. tne ene oti me hte are aera es 276.84 
ADNUBIS Ce DOSt GANGS, ebGits. =e kiek Uae pi mimrma teres me eigen ee 113.11 
Notes payable, borrowed PNONMGY i iors \w Bepus/ susan oileuee pom cale denen ie awe eed 11,296.70 
aNccountsr tecelvable 2G caiis | stan mince tae eas ee plates 275.22 
ACCOUNTS payable ns. ncetle Wait ake te ah tain ia Nee Nea aca 106.75 
Creamery, tenants’ share ... 1,517.34 
FARMS S ranee ere cis gare ae cn eae ens Pk a a Oo aa 2,575.79 4,093.18 $127,674.18 
Paid mortgage, purchase of Vand sess ws ees hag ee es $50,000.00 
Pa BUN Sec ossis piece Giaiasie adh es alata orate oe ee epee au REL SER ee 18,510.79 
Farm implements ......... Sig ie acalle Jo face’ eee ta Sonar e he tae hana o Ean as 1,656.04 
Improvements to land CEE CBC eG Facies) tr iClear CaM see 345.02 
Orchardsiz- ses ee sc ohio! orn cecenauecaticr abaNat ec ie eae ras 101.82 
Water wells set ones sees eee en hab ok SOc pec Guieet ges 530.29 
Building improvements, new barn .......-...-.-..... 904.36 

Creamery, refrigerator plant =< ..5.0..0.0c eck 647.61 

Missionary children’s home .................... 1,605.78 

Bungalows tae alee fae Rs that aca boi orate Save hecetate 26.00 

Wiest riche 0 son niueres creraiag receaeicn eee 718.55 

Iu provements to ibarnisssacn hase ok ee ee 231.68 

Power house ......... Rs LSiesae sags op aahia en eC CACALSA, ah one 223.01 

SILOS (Eaton cee Sin ahh cn, cee cetera SEEERIED 339.19 

Improvements other buildings .............-..... 409.37 5,105.55 
Artificial: Refrigerating Company 1.75204 0an) eee 500.00 
Survey work ...... Mega laudte ob eitaseeiTel eyepiece dan cterierclishale wenn Gere EEE eae 1,428.64 
Housekeeping, food, etc. .......... 5,528.61 

Wight ane ste lies tia. a \ eae. ene Reet th See at Sea 725.31 

WS SOS sch aaae beer, 8 nok e Seen thei cue eee ae REN 1,535.88 7,789.80 
Vurniture and furnishings, including gifts .................... 1,517.02 
Clothing sand imedi¢altr sa. <0 aera eee Agate ene ne L017 240 
Nofesipayable; borrowed. money. «cic aa. aks ee ee 6,057.36 
Interest paiden wuss wadey ona eat eae nee ete mam 12,000.80 
AMMUITLes soca tes rs eine ls ROA CORTE (AAU cae ee Sea 2,746.50 
AtCormey and COurt-COsts ts sty earn aes breil eee 25.05 
Clerleal eee x ek hone fst. sea Mates Gor CE eee Umer Tees 342.25 
Printing: and supplies 2. Geiss Wane end ee el TR Woh eae 1,509.28 
Postage tand telephone... v...'\o ia gai Ok. Rieko a eee 231.80 
eMC Stacie ae aretoeerd eeies yt s os MRR ee” Sa RR NE Cg eREe al 239.80 
Post cards: and HOOKS! he ii. cis: sh asa tes aces Mee ee eke RE ae 65.11 
BB AN IOS ea i eserade ceric si lcelel eco: Ante OR ale cre AU) ROR ee Tae ein 3,740.00 
navel general and field worki=teu aan lau mse se en een rl 658.95 
Takes: and ANSUr an Cet 5s). 's\avarcbed MACs a. se ucte ee eto e 6,180.42 
Building repairs .... Z 1,243.57 
AUCOM ODI terete Nes con cteeis sien ert ielc mini Fl eate RASA Ben en anna Men 629.05 
Executivercommittee scsi: . ican mea. -< aeeeoite see ames 54,28 
Miscellaneouse 208. e yustctrncieum inant a ll cca ea oa ee 159.37 
CPEAINELY SOF eis ern aboclee i nae: yea Fevedts Fa Se ee Pe es 4,126.90 
Accounts-recelvable, tenants) «ios a). ee oe ee 351.04 
Cash_on hand April 1: 

PECASUIEOR +55) cack ites tote vie ak Sein or ole AA Soe 2,035.88 

Superintendent: (Chena teamees. ae, bes ee en 1,619.10 3,654.98 $127,674.18 


[This report was also received with applause. ] 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I move that the report be received and referred to 
the Committee on Homes and Orphanages. 

Seconded. Report adopted and referred. 4 

BIsHoP WEEKLEY. This General Conference is receiving great reports, 
the greatest ever received by any General Conference in our Church. The 
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reports are multiplied, getting longer all the time, and it would seem that 
there is more or less restlessness among the delegates when the reports are 
read. In view of these things, your Bishops agree in recommending to you 
that, before you adjourn, you pass a resolution requiring the secretaries to 
make out their reports and send them to the delegates ten days before the 
meetings of the next General Conference. [Applause.] They can’t study 
them this way. In that way, they can study them. 

Rev. J. H. Durron, of Miami Conference. Such a resolution is being 
prepared and will be submitted. 

Dr. WM. E. SCHELL, General Secretary of Education. I hold in my hands 
recommendations of the Board of Education, which I think can be handed 
in without reading. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you agree? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. ; 

The recommendations of the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Education are as follows: 2 


1. That the General Secretary, in connection with his other duties, 
devote a portion of his time to the securing of special gifts for educational 
beneficiary purposes. 

2. That the better equipment and more adequate endowment of our 
institutions of learning be assumed as our paramount obligation for the 
immediate future, and that the Board of Education, through its officers, give 
all possible aid toward this end, and at the same time begin to plan and move 
forward the securing of at least fifty thousand dollars as an endowment for 
the Board of Education. 

3. That the educational requirements for admission to the annual con- 
ference from and after January 1, 1920, be a standard high-school or academy 
course of four years, or its full and fair equivalent. 


Recommendations of the Board of Education: 


1. That a united program for the denomination be outlined and that 
inspiring goals of achievement be set before our people. 

2. That a conspicuous part of this program should be the correlation 
of higher education with other forms of church activity by the securing of 
a large sum of money for buildings and endowment for our colleges, the 
enlistment of students in attendance, and the dedication of many of them 
for special forms of Christian service. The details should be worked out by 
the Conference authorities. This campaign should be launched at once. 
Interest and effort should be concentrated on one institution at a time. 

8. That the General Secretary be urged to gather by all forms of gifts 
sums of money to be distributed annually for beneficiary aid and for the 
individual colleges, and that a generous increase be allowed from the gen- 


eral benevolence budget. i 
4, That we favor close co-operation between the Board of Education and 


the other boards of the Church. ? 

5. That the Discipline be amended on page 49, paragraph numbered 7, 
lines 5 to 8, by the omission of the words, “is acceptable to the parties con- 
ducting the examination on behalf of the Church,” and inserting the words, 
“as judged by the examining committee and presiding Bishop, is equal to that 
maintained by our own schools.” The paragraph will then read as follows: 

“Any person pursuing the quarterly- or annual-conference course of study 
who presents a certificate to the effect that he has completed branches or 
books contained in the courses in the Discipline, at any of our schools, or at 
schools whose standard of excellence, as judged by the examining committee 
and presiding Bishop, is equal to that maintained by our own schools, said 
certificate shall preclude the necessity for further examination in the 
branches or books which have been completed as evidenced by said certificate. 
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6. That the Discipline be amended on page 48, paragraph numbered 9, 
line 2, by inserting the words, “and has completed the required course of 
reading.” The paragraph will then read as follows: 

“After a quarterly-conference preacher has stood in that relation one or 
more conference years, and has completed the required course of reading, the 
quarterly conference may recommend him to the annual conference, and if 
not received he shall sustain his former relation. The recommendation shal) 
be signed by the secretary of the quarterly conference or the conference 
superintendent.” ; 


THE PRESIDENT. These recommendations are referred to the Committee 
on Education. 

Dr. J. E. Four. Along with the resolution to have reports in hands of 
delegates ten days before the meeting of the General Conference, there must 
also come a change of date of the closing of the books. It is absolutely an 
impossibility to close the books March 31 and meet your requirements. Every 
Secretary. will agree with that. 

THE PresipENT. Will Mr. Dutton’s committee take charge of that? 

Dr. L. W. Stany. I move that we do now adjourn. Second. 

THE PRESIDENT. There are a number of announcements. 

H. L. Suury. If it is possible at all before we leave the order of busi- 


ness, the Committee on Church Government would like to make two brief - 


reports, so they may go to the printer. They can’t be acted upon before 
to-morrow, and they must be acted upon before you begin your election. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hear the reports? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Shuey asked this privilege an hour ago; so if you 
will hold that motion to adjourn until the secretary of the committee reads 
the reports of the Committee‘on Church Government. 

I. J. Good, secretary of the Church Government Committee, read report 
entitled, “Term of Service of Members of Church Boards”; also report en- 
titled, “Board of Administration.” 

[As these reports were not yet printed, they are not inserted at this 
point, but will appear later in the proceedings. | 

H. L. Suuey. We ask that they be ordered printed. 

Dr. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference: I move that they be ordered 
printed. Adopted. ‘ 

Rey. O. O. InMAN. The Conference picture will be taken on the west side 
of the church at 4: 30 this afternoon. 

THE PRESIDENT, The motion to adjourn prevails. After Doctor Spayd 
offers prayer, the Conference will Stand adjourned until 2:00 p.m. of 
this day. 


FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


‘ Monpbay, May 14, 1917. 

The fourth day, afternoon session, of the General Conference, convened 
at 2: 00 o’clock, Bishop Mathews presiding. Dr. R. A. Hitt, superintendent 
of Southeast Ohio Conference, led in singing “Nearer, my God, to thee.” 
Rev. F. M. Testerman, of Kansas Conference, led in prayer. Mr. G. E. Vina- 
roff sang a solo, “Let Him Come.” : 

THE PRESWENT. We will now listen to the report of the Treasurer, 
Brother Miller, on Sunday School and Christian Endeavor, together, after 
the reports are distributed. 

L. O. Miller, General Chureh Treasurer, submitted the following report: 
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REPORT OF TREASURER, THE GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD. % 


RECEIPTS. 
General Sunday School. 

Budget and General Fund..... ema havemereneecnetedts a taehe $32,852.60 
Wrudren s=Day COMECLIONS © A tlucc oc oc ck ene > 3,244.17 
ED LOEINO LIN Al AITON oe slit cetera, aes na 611.50 
MitoratiMiresand BOOKS SOld- 5.0 S20) oo. tec caw 429.58 
LUSSIER a Oped 928 BD Vera ae i ee a Cane ap aE A 426.08 
Eranornond: - COMECTIONS 5... s%sclowcitha «ae eves a ein mcs 92.19 
Pen iversary CoOllections?=.. <7. Seo. Ante 6. 6 OSes 511.43 
SOUS WLOTIO Vs 5 cel Sic ich use a he tend bb tte te a snare ook ee OOOO) 
era e ate Misery SU Seo ca ao anno. St coterie Myatt seer orale x55 Gres 846.47 
Rene OUP sci aa ai So Ee 8 ces ey ee 3.50 

Y. P. S. C. E 
iWonterence: “ASSESSMOCNTS.. x2. ee cos. Rete elects ye eee $ 5,871.90 
ENV AIT SOLESLIG “WOLF ete ens. otk ces tala’ we eee 692.94 
BUneNG ete OMECTIONGS Da.U. clove te we Ge EE yeas ole Me Riteobiel eric EST. 05 
IVS EO UT ICALIIC . a5 cc Sates ocoe 04 eevee © aie te Sie ee 1,144.07 


Cash on hand for both departments March 31, 1913 


EXPENDITURES. 
Sunday School Department. 
WAG ETA ILE) OUMACCE He ois is ct els toy so, 013. Sia aie sale sucks aureus $ 3,369.67 
(LOE IS, AVS eLVICESs «Meta Sits 7% o/s ae ecerete oe oats 257.60 
Tepailes TI RTTREOINE eres (eae init oer re aia ae co 83.39 
Salary of Secretary and Treasurer.............. 95671... 5a 
Rravel of Omicers and, BOAT Oe 6 ores) 0.4 ieee © 2) oliele 2,710.41 
MORE Tole UDR EL ete ete oxi ke niceties on ge Sanihsin.n wn, lane steloas 2,693.33 
Printing and SupplieS.... 0302.5 tes 22 ole pedeeis 2,934.29 
MC CIPANICOIUS MLCIES th. 4 con aso oon os esis adobe: ofste: als, hae ors 50.15 
Postage, Pelephone,et@. «2 ogra 05 Oe «mehr ae 1,870.64 
Office Furniture and Furnishings............... 56.75 
ETC OMREROINES TS eset ati o ctesat a mp dgel ol sive hanes. a ie tah oty 1,034.00 
Distribution of Finance Commission............ 693.34 
HARBOE OST. tomo) cee Rea evens. dette chidedee tities mleicema de he Romah opar, era 156.57 
Borrowed. IMOmey G2. 0 5 Fils Habe o alee ohae s ween « coh 4,500.00 
MGA; Honliné, Salary... 1.6 Fae ce ee nee 3,300.00 
dain Koontz, Salary. occ 2 5 ce ob ahs dele ayer emi Drill: G 
PHO CRUMOO WUC tiie ous sess soo stelle) ais: sive) were eariga. te 1,000.00 
AVReT o OONETCSS 2.4 marist oo scorere totes ue ols tale ale lon ooh = 57.25 
Transfer to Y. P. S. C. E., One-Fifth Budget...... 3,192 920 
Mls Sess ol do > hi ele cee: eter nt or We pata ejay eliotn ebiaii minh 32 er oh ote 235 


$40,517.52 


$ 8,495.96 
9495.11 


$49,962.59 


$40,950.62 
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Young People’s Department. 


Salary of Secretary and Treasurer............... $ 5,377.00 
Salaryeelda MS Koontzenic. ce chin eee eee 170.81 
DPraveling KEXPens6 nausea eee 1,309.97 
Cleri Cale Qe e hie ie nck. aaa rae eh a ie A a a 266.93 
ErintingzandsSupplies* 242). ae au nee ee ee ee th 02 
Postage sRelephoneete...o ei eee ee 379.41 
Kurnituresand — Murnishinges se cea eee eee 26.00 
Distribution of Finance Commission............. IVES pelts 
OPICeRR GI tS re ero) hat volte, ne age a ea Cae 112.50 
$ 8,595.22 
Cash onshandiMarch=3, 190i fase ee eee 416.75 
$49,962.59 


In the general clearings for the quadrennium, the Young People’s Depart- 
ment has a credit balance of $509.95, which would show the general Sunday- 
school department with an overdraft of $93.20. 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS. 
1914 1915 1916 1917 Total 
Budget and 


General Fund$5,572.56 $9,505.74 $9,455.41 $8,318.89 $32,852.60 
Children’s Day ; 


Collections ... 3,174.30 69.87 3,244.17 
Bible Normal 

Union 2.2... 79.00 144.50 177.00 211.00 611.50 
Literature and 

Books Sold. . 163.88 87.03 94.06 84.61 429.58 
BEd Seto ann Ohecod Dye 

Dites 2-3 426.08 426.08 
Brotherhood 

Collections ... 43.19 23.00 22.00 4.00 92.19 
Anniversary 

Collections ... 511.43 511.43 
Gorrowed 

Money: 2-3. 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Specials ..... 93 21 B+ Ais 375.293 846.47 
Reading Course 3.50 3 350 





Totals. ..$11,470.44 $9,858.48 $10,120.80 $9,067.80 $40,517.52 


Young People’s Department, f 
Budget and General Fund. .$1,901.15 $1,891.06 $2,079.69 $5,871.90 


Evangelistic Work......... 619.15 15.00 58.79 692.94 
Branch Collections......... 167.50 297.18 Oa 787.05 
TOMOS Ore ee cece eos es 63.50 63.50 
Dollar® Weagues 2504.2 1,080.57 1,080.57 
WOtale i aise. cea ee ee $2,751.30 $2,203.24 $3,541.42 $8,495.96 
Receipts—Sunday School Department............ $40,517.52 : 
Receipts=—Y Pets Ooch yin eee yt eee 8,495.96 

$49,013.48 
Cash on hand March 31, 1913, for both departments 949.11 


$49,962.59 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES. 














1914 1915 1916 1917 Total 
Literature 

donated ....$1,487.17 $ 672.48 $ 811.68 $ 398.34 $ 3,369.67 
Children’s Day : 

Services ... 257.60 257.60 
Books Pur’h’s’d 8.33 ila 30.00 ocuencies 83.39 
Salary of Sec’y. : 

ang: Treas... 2,413.54 2,442.00 2,422.00 2,394.00 9,6/1..51 
Travel. Exp. of 

Officers & Bd. 799.16 550.87 765.94 594.44 2,710.41 
Clerical Help.. 473.43 604.75 647.90 667.25 2,693.33 
Printing and 

Supplies ... 1,040.22 422.73 925.06 546.28 2,934.29 
Miscellaneous is es 16.15 15.435 6.90 50.15 
Postage, etc... 457.57 421.34 545.09 446.64 1,870.64 
Office Furniture 

& Furnishings 27.00 29.75 56.75 
Rentsrrn. cccces E28 2 00 258.00 258.00 260.00 1,034.00 
Distribution of 

FinanceCom. 465.00 228.34 693.34 
Interest ...... 88.77 67.80 156.57 
Borrowed 

Money ..... 3,000.00 1,500.00 4,500.00 
M. A. Honline, 

Salary (4000.5. » 900.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 3,300.00 
Miss Koontz 

Salary >.2.5.5 5 5,000.00 500.00 849.16 870.00 2,719.16 
Robt. Cowden. 7,500.00 250.00 1,000.00 
Men’s Congress 57.25 5125 

"Transfer to Y. 

Peasa CE; 

# Budget ... 1,901.15 1,891.06 3,092.20 
Ozall’e occa shed, .385 35. 

Totals. ..$11,845.51 $10,591.85 $10,853.24 $7,660.02 $40,950.62 
V7 P aS: ©. E; 

Salary of Sec’y & Treas.....$1,698.00 $1,843.00 $1,836.00 $5,377.00 
Salary, Ida M. Koontz...... 133.31 37.50 170.81 
TET AVOlet.tvaschatiec Peseyete 4 Se Ae 471.26 436.87 401.84 1,309.97 
Gloricalaecrae ke wae ore we el Aba, PAG) 58.95 TG, ao 266.93 
Printing & Supplies........ 180.05 302.91 296.06 779.02 
Postage, Telephone, etc.... 84.10 114.06 181.25 379.41 
TET INA ROD of e\t Een Gen ede eue ee ree cera 22.50 3.50 26.00 
Distribution of Finance Com. 116.50 57.08 173.58 
OLE COMB ILOMIG Ree tanen teks eis "l= 43.75 68.75 1255.0 
MOCalsn cere sie ais lenis $2,597.97 $2,976.04 $3,021.21 $8,595.22 

Expenditures—Sunday School Department........ 40,950.62 

Expenditures—Y. P. S. C. H...... ee eee eee eee Be Bae 

Cash on hand March 81, 1917..,-:-:::srsees $ 416.75 
$49,962.59 
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DETAILED RECEIPTS BY CONFERENCES, 





1914 pi ea bis§ 1916 1917 Total 

Allexheny anes cet. $373.50 $819.88 $ 865.26 $ 910.00 $2,968.64 
Galiformia® .23.0,5%  *491348 TL: GO. 37 180.96 478.52 
Coloradom emcee 22.45 56.42 47.50 54.60 180.97 
ColteRiver..eh 002 10.60 57.62 50.10 52.42 170.74 
Wasé- Ohio. « sa.ne . 226-60 567.58 491.86 © 534.97 TS 2 deel 
Hast= Renmesret.c.o. Sele Se 968.18 1,047.45 1S 54 D012. 98 
Hast Penn). fake Bra ar SITt oust 28.49 38.35 136.92 
1D) eS aeean ae Oe ae een oe 140.87 190.38 186.50 205.69 (23544 
Georgia-Florida icnaeeae U-RAICH I) Seo 18.70 12.95 62.82 
limciiaiwiane 2. te, eee 127,62 111.84 97.51 11.6;.03 453.00 
NOW direst sacs A Od ere 365.207 340.57 369.41 tL T6292 
Kentucky <2. 22.5 .% 8.22 3.93 14d 13 756 
IGE ORSY2 VSL aca 20 et ip 216.76 446.48 504.82 58s .b0 1751, 56 
Tovisiana. ee 2 10.60 24.99 69 12.38 65.66 
Lower Wabash.... 123.74 PRN anit 231.63 235., 02 848.70 
Milani ee a 623.82 761.62 763.67 805.00 2,954.11 
VIGO eho. aes LS eR 32.90 22.08 WER eS 1.97. 24 
Ninmnesotarccs. coer 28.75 24.48 49.80 Suet 146.94 
Missouri<. ..£=. 535 45.04 49.82 50.64 64.73 210.23 
Noswalinoiss.. 20. 197.66 399.23 392 238 427.00 TAA Giocan 
Nebraska 752.0. 2 2146 0 349.47 280.57 374.66 g Dp Wey Dee 20) 
New Mexico....... ome 8.70 LDS PA 10.94 3.98 
Ohio German...... 73.18 107.54 122.81 125.94 429.47 
Oklahoma... 68 42.24 55.45 54.00 59.60 229 
OnCE Onze ec eet ee 42.30 64.86 TELL 2B hers 252.20 
Pennsylvania ..... 580.00 727.56 984.46 1083'..02 3,020.04 
Si ahOSeDh. eae ae 197.62 554.71 517.98 614.00 1,884.26 
Danis keys ee 668.03 931.68 857.26 929.39 3,386.36, 
Sohne OMiome ae wees 328.54 ASSO 377.38 Silene 15 SA 20.0 
Wineiniae se oe 143.28 224.02 214.45 235.68 817.43 
Wiest-Tenn. cc... 6.50 5.96 7.00 8.56 S02 
West Virginia...... 231.45 TGR 42 184.87 188.30 781.04 
ViitesRiver. qa ano AG eG 400.76 407.91 465.49 1,520.62 
WASCONSINE? eai5> Lae 54.24 92.00 82.50 94.90 323.64 
Unclassified ...... bet 98.21 300.93 404.86 
MOMtA ate gen teen .62 20) On 4.69 
PAVE CA cae 20a, teat 2A : 2.14 

Motalstac hk $5,572.56 $9,603.95 $9,455.45 $10,774.51 $35,406.47 


L. O. MILLER, General Church Treasurer. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS. 
Dayton, Ohio, April 20, 1917. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church in session as- 
sembled at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917: 

We, the auditing committee, have audited the books of the General 
Church Treasurer, Mr. L. O. Miller, for the year ending March 31, 1917, and 
herewith submit our report. , 

We found his books correctly kept and proper vouchers for all cash dis- 
bursements. Our audit covered the checking of all vouchers for expendi- 
tures, which we found to agree with the record. We verified-his trial balance 
and checked up all his cash, and found that the balance as called for by his » 
‘books: agreed with his bank balance and cash on hand. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 303 


This makes the fourth consecutive year we have audited his books, thus 
completing the entire quadrennium, and in every audit we have found his 
-books correctly and systematically kept. 

The system in use is practical—any information desired is readily obtained, 
and, in our opinion, meets all the demands of the Church. 

. Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK R. WRIGHT, 
Secretary-Treasurer Rike-Kumler Co. 
HARRY PENTZ, 
Accountant, Fourth National Bank. 


A. H. Laucusaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move the report be re- 
ferred to the Sunday School Committee. 

Seconded by M. S. Bovey. Motion adopted and the report so referred. 

Tur PRESIDENT. We will now haye the report of the Commission on 
Finance. 

Dr. J. S. Kenpatt, Secretary of Christian Stewardship. I move that this 
report be referred to the Committee on Christian Stewardship without read- 
ing. Adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON FINANCE, 


Honored Bishops, Delegates, and Friends: 

In presenting this, the first quadrennial report of the Commission on Finance, 
we desire to acknowledge the manifested mercies and blessings of Almighty God, 
and publicly praise him for his presence and leadership in our work during the 
quadrennium. 

Our purpose in this report is not only to review the work done, but to present 
to you the weaknesses as we have discovered them, as well as, the praiseworthy fea- 
tures of our new plan, so that together we may consider the weak points, eliminate 
these weaknesses and incorporate such new features as will make the plan more 
effective. To do this, we will first review the difficulties we have had to erapple 
with; second, consider some of. the achievements of this department during the 
quadrennium, and third, emphasize some of the outstanding problems and suggest 
remedies. 


SOME DIFFICULTIES 


The introducing and working the plan of finance for local church, as set up 
by the General Conference of eight years ago at Canton, Ohio, and the budget 
system of four years ago at Decatur, IMlinois, was a much bigger task than many 
anticipated. The program and plans, simple as they are, were quite new and con- 
fusing to many pastors and local churches. At required considerable time and 
much patience and tactful presentation, with line upon line, in many quarters of 
the Church, to get the people to understand that the new system was to their 
advantage and that the local church was the one first in thought and to be benefited 
Pee rhe Commission has been hindered in its introducing and working the budget 
plan because it has no power to bring into co-operation churches or officials who 
saw things from a different angle. It has not been the purpose of the Commission 
to dominate the financial activities of the Church, but to set forth the methods 
adopted by the General Conference and seek to relate the various local churches 
; i ancial program. 
a ee ee on gadeing and working the plan has not been all that we had 
hoped: for, yet we are pleased to note that from a very careful.survey of the 
whole. Church, that the difficulties that confronted us are’ being: overcome and the 
results are most gratifying, and as a denomination, we are now ready for a great 
forward movement in this department. 
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Scale Indicating Pastors’ Salaries 
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Average salary for 1909 on basis of 1500 charges, $600. 
Average salary in 1912 on same basis, $761 or $161 to a charge. 
Average salary in 1916 on same basis, $870 or $109 to-a charge. 


Our pastors received $384,454 more in 1916 than in 1909, or an increase of 42 3-10 per cent. 
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PROGRESS 

The plan is no longer looked upon with suspicion, or as an experiment. Hun- 
dreds of local churches are beginning to realize its worth and ability to meet their 
needs. At present a very large proportion of our churches are working the plan 
at least in part. We draw our conclusions not only from observation, but from 
correspondence, as well as the commercial end. The first year the House furnished 
envelopes, there were less than 60,000 cartons ordered; last year about 75,000, and 
tthis year it reaches the 90,000 mark. These are not all the envelopes that are used, 
for quite a few of our churches have been getting their supplies elsewhere. We are 
safe in saying that not less than 100,000 cartons of envelopes are in use in the 
Church at this time; that is-a box of envelopes for every three and one-half mem- 
bers. This is a strong testimony to the growth of the weekly offering plan. 

In reviewing the work of this department many overlook the fact that we must 
have the co-operation of the rank and file of our constituency to make the 
plan effective and they fail to recognize that the rank and file move slowly. Ours 
was not to go forward in spite of conference and local church leadership, but if 
possible to create a spirit of co-operation and move forward together in harmony 
with such leadership. 

It should be remembered that the purpose of the Commission was not to do the 
work of the conference superintendents, pastors, or local church leaders, but to 
supplement their efforts and suggest effective methods for getting the work done. 
The Commission is but the inspiring genius in the new system. 

With this end in view, the Commission has attempted to shed light, give inspira- 
tion, council, acquaint the Church with the plans and methods that are meeting 
with success here and there in our own and other communions. | 

To bring the whole program before the Church, a vigorous campaign of edu- 
cation has been waged throughout the entire quadrennium, by putting on institute 
work at annual conferences, group meetings, district and local church rallies, insti- 
tutes, and public addresses in local churches through which we sought to awaken 
interest and promote the work; all of which has been supplemented by the circula- 
tion of literature. 


LITERATURE 


Immediately following the last General Conference, the Commission issued 
new literature such as, “The New Financial Plan,” “Suggestions on How to Work 
the Plan,” “The Every-Member Canvass, What and How,” “Stewardship,” “Tith- 
ing,” etc. Hundreds of thousands of pages of this literature and others of an - 
inspirational and educational nature have been circulated. Early in the quadren- 
nium the Commission issued and entered as second-class mail matter, the United 
Work Quarterly, which has proven a great help in getting the plan and program 
before the Church. 


LOCAL CHURCH FINANCES 


The progress made in local church finance is extremely gratifying. A survey 
of the past eight years reveals some very interesting facts. By examining the 
accompanying charts, you will note that the total received by pastors in 1909 was 
$909,233 or an average of $605 per charge, and in 1916 it was $1,294,677, or an ayer- 
age of $863. Add to this the increase reported by the conference leaders for 

1917, and we will have $900 as the present average salary. 
: There are 3,630 organized churches in our communion grouped into 1,490 pas- 
toral charges. Of this number forty paid less than $100 for pastoral support, forty- 
eight between one and two hundred, fifty-six between two and three hundred, 
eighty-five between three and four hundred, ninety-three between four and five 
hundred, 100 between five and six hundred, 139 between six and seven hundred, 
176 between seven and eight hundred, 329 between eight hundred and one thousand, 
218 between one thousand and twelve hundred, 150 between twelve hundred and 
fifteen hundred, fifty-seven between fifteen and eighteen hundred, and twenty-four 
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over eighteen hundred. If we deduct the charges that paid less than $400 we have 
1,200 charges that average $1,000. 

The total amount contributed for all purposes during the quadrennium from 
1904 to 1908 was $8,387,847, from 1908 to 1912, $10,133,022, from 1912 to 1916, 
$12,576,051, or a gain of over twenty-four per cent. during the past quadrennium 
over the preceding one, or a gain of fifty per cent. over the one from 1904 to 1908. 

The property valuation covering the same period shows a gain during the first 
quadrennium of $1,951,948, that of the second $2,381,676, and that of the last quad- 
rennium a gain of $2,756,749 over the preceding one, or during the past twelve 
years our church and parsonage property has increased from $8,283,473 to $15,514,- 
466, or practically doubled in this time. In other words, during the past twelve 


years we have accumulated as much property as we did during the preceding one 
hundred years. 


THE BENEYVOLENCES 


In the benevolent finance of the Church, there has been some difference of 
opinion as to the progress and the success of the budget system. It is not our 
purpose at this point to argue pro or con, but to give facts whether they be for 
or against the system and plan. There were those who had and still have their 
misgivings as to the plan. There were decided prejudices to overcome and in some 
places deep-seated opposition to the system, and while encouraging progress has 
‘been made, in many churches, many pastors and local church leaders have failed 
to grasp the purpose and realize the benefits that the plan would mean to their 
local work as well as to the work in general. 

With all this confronting us, the plan in the main has met with favor. While 
we are a long way from our goal, that of the every member giving, every week, to 
every cause, we have made a good start in the right direction. All are now fully 
realizing that the task before the Church is one and that no particular part of the 
task should be an end in itself. The thought of the General Conference in launching 
the present benevolence program of finance, as it impressed us, was that there 
should be co-operation in so far as possible by the various boards, by conferences 
and local churches in their efforts to promote the whole life and work of the Church. 

There is a wrong conception with many of the relation and purpose of the vari- 
ous agencies called the Benevolence Boards to the local church in many parts 
of our denomination. Many fail to realize that each board of the Church is an 
organized agency whereby each local church can aid in promoting the special part 
of the whole program of winning men to Christ and building them up in- Christ. 
The purpose of our United Work Program is to relate local churches to this task 
as well as to strengthen each department and systematically develop and relate 
these organized agencies of the Church to each other so that the various depart- 
ments can move onward together in carrying out our Lord’s commission and develop 
a bigger and better United Brethren Church. 

Many congregations are experiencing serious difficulty with the benevolences 
in their local church. There are some outstanding reasons for this. Usually such 
churches have had no instructions on the work and needs of the Benevolence 
Boards. In others, pastors hedge about their people a wall of defense. They refuse 
or fail to co-operate with departmental heads in bringing to their people needed 
information to awaken interest and enlist co-operation. There are those who never 
call attention to the work of the various benevolence agencies of the Church un- 
less it is in a fault-finding way. Stewardship instruction and sermons on missions 
are very seldom a part of their program. There are those who give their people 
an opportunity to contribute but if the offering does not reach the asking, they 
make no further effort and refuse further access to the people. 

_ Some few’are interested in one particular interest and put. their whole effort 
to this one cause. This is better than’ no interest, but it is a mistake on’ the part 
ofa pastor. - He: is' expected to represent the whole Church'and‘not-set-up any one - 
interest to’ the negléct’ of others,. A pastor. that: will do this: is bound to narrow 


307 


CHRIST 


IN 


UNITED BRETHREN 


Scale of Giving for All Purposes 


1912 
1911 
19 
1909 10 
1908 
1907 
1906 
1905 
wit os Pee Oe ee Se BR nee na mal 
= t oO ~ ror) for) oO S 
Set ser ee eecete steal os Se Seles. 48 
gies ali ec FGh  Pudleg sgl 2. 


The giving of the Church for all purposes has doubled in the past twelve years. 
The per capita giving for all purposes in 1903 was $8.32. 
The per capita giving for all purposes in 1912 was $9.06. 
The per capita giving for all purposes in 1916 was $9.82. 





1913 


$2,914,318 


1914 


$3,125,416 


1915 


$3,102,811 


1916 





$3,483,181 
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the visiori of his people and to develop lop-sided folks. It is true that all people 
will not be interested in all interests alike, but some will naturally drift to one 
cause, and some to-another. If properly presented each cause should have an ade- 


quate presentation to the whole Church. 


Some of our pastors and local church leaders look upon our Benevolence’ 


Boards as organized agencies for getting money, and that they exist solely for that 
purpose, and they treat them with stolid indifference. The General Conference | 
should define more clearly and definitely the relation of our connectional boards _ 


with annual conferences and local churches. It should sound out such a word that 
the entire Church might know and understand that the Benevolence Boards are but 


the executive agencies of the Church to promote the various departmental work of. 


each local church, and to administer the funds provided by the local church for this 
purpose. Our people must see that these boards have absolutely no mission other 
than to advance the interests of the local church in sections unreached by local 
congregations and that they are the agencies through which the individual, local 
church, and conference can evangelize and minister to and save the unsaved. 

If these societies are to do the work for which they were by divine providence 
brought into existence, and for which the United Brethren Church is responsible, 
they must have a larger place in thought, prayer, teaching, and giving of the 


leadership and membership of the Church. Leaders must realize that the benevolent 


attitude must be thoughtfully and prayerfully developed if the Church is to meet : 


its responsibility in the call of the world. 


The majority of our leaders have been loyal, but a law should be made to help | 
those who fail. In the judgment of the secretary the Discipline should be made more | 
emphatic as to the duty of pastors in the presenting of the various benevolence _ 
causes. The work and needs of the various boards should be presented separately — 


to their congregations. 


OUR NEED 


The campaign has been going forward as rapidly as we can enlist local church 


leadership. The leaven is working, but to leaven 3,630 churches requires a lot of | 


time and a lot of leaven. I think the secret of getting all the money and workers 
needed for the extension of the Kingdom is in making the living Christ dominant 
in all our lives. Listen to what the Wall Street Journal has to say: 

“What. America needs more than railway extension and Western irrigation, 
and low tariff and bigger wheat crops, and merchant marine and a new navy, is 
a revival of piety—the kind mother and father used to have—piety that counted 
it good business to stop for daily family prayer before breakfast, right in the 
middle of harvest; that quit field work half an hour earlier Thursday night so 
as to get the chores done and go to prayer meeting; that borrowed money to pay 
the pastor’s salary, and prayed fervently in secret for the salvation of the rich 
man who looked with scorn on such unbusiness-like behavior. That is what we 
need now to clean this country of the filth of graft, and of greed, petty and big; 
or worship of fine houses and big lands and high offices and grand social functions. 
What is this thing we are worshiping but a vain repetition of what decayed na- 
tions fell down and worshiped just before their lights went out? 

“Great wealth never made a nation substantial and honorable. There is noth- 
ing on earth that looks good, that is so dangerous for a man or a nation to handle, 
as quick, easy, big money. If you do not resist its deadly influence, the chances 
are that it will get your son.” 

I think these words timely and should sound out from every United Brethren 
pulpit. If our people who make money intend to use it upon themselves or for 
the benefit of their own immediate families or circles, their money will become to 
them a peril. 


THE EVERY-MEMBER CANVASS 
Where the every-member canvass and the weekly offering feature of the plan 


rf 


have been faithfully presented, it has revolutionized the giving of many of our 
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churches and transformed the business methods of hundreds of others. Hundreds 
of churches are free to state that the movement has brought new life to their 
church and quickened many in their spiritual life. 

The results of this canvass have helped to awaken men from spiritual lethargy, 
and given them a new vision of their responsibility. It has taught them the value 
of organization and team work in the church. If our Commission had done noth- 
ing more than this it would have been worth while. Many of our churches that had 
peyten into a rut and were suffering from stagnation, are now at the front and doing 
things. 

Mr. M. B. Millar, in Men and Missions, says of this new movement: ‘Nothing 
has produced more permanent results than the new inspiration it has brought 
to the men of the church. Greater than its contribution and better methods, has 
been the spiritual inspiration.” 

In our every-member plan there has been success. It can be stated with con- 
fidence that in a large number of our local churches where the plan has been 
accepted, the finances have been put on a sure business basis. With them the finan-- 
cial side of their church work is no longer subjected to haphazard, spasmodic giv- 
ing. In this particular the result has been encouraging. 

This awakening has put business methods into local church management, re- 
sulting in paying debts, building larger and better houses of worship, a steady in- 
crease in ministerial support, larger giving to our homes and orphanages. 

Another feature which has brought forth commendation is that the plan sets 
forth the fact that every member by virtue of his membership is expected to assume 
an equitable share of the church financial obligation. . 

The plan has awakened the masculine life of the Church, not only along finan- 
cial lines, but socially and spiritually as well. 

It should be remembered that we are still in the era of beginnings. We must 
not deceive ourselves into thinking that the plan is introduced and will now work 
itself. The Executive Committee has grappled with many problems, not a few 
of them remain unsolved. The great danger at this time is that we will forget 
where we are. There are many who have grasped the plan only in part, or in a 
general way. We early confronted the peril that many were thinking the new 
plan would act as a panacea for all our financial ills. As yet this is only in part 
corrected. It should be remembered that there is nothing in the plan itself to 
create the spirit of beneficence or remove indifference or stinginess. 

Four years is a short space of time to try out a great program like our new 
system of finance contemplates. It will require more than one quadrennium to 
undo the teachings of a century and to awaken the Church to the stewardship prin- 
ciple that is so necessary to make effective the new methods launched by this plan. 
Considering the obstacles we had to overcome, the achievements of the past three 
years furnish ground for encouragement and should inspire faith and courage as 
we face the problems that confront this conference. } 

To tabulate fully the results of a movement like this is an impossible task. 
The operations of the spirit of God on the hearts of men cannot be put in type. The 
superficial observer is apt to overlook the chief benefit of the system and the work 
of this department, that of the relating of life to property and temporal prosperity 
to the Kingdom of God so as to make growth in material riches result in the deep- 
ening of the spiritual life. é 

There were grave fears on the part of many well-meaning leaders and members 
of the Church, that the putting of the finances of the Church into such prominence 
would have a depressing effect on the spiritual side of our church work and would 
hinder many from joining the Church. The results of the work of the quadrennium 
prove that it has had the opposite effect. We have had the largest increase in 
membership in our history, a net increase of 45,127. 

Another feature worthy of notice is that in the conferences where the plan 
has been most faithfully adhered to has had the largest increase in membership. 
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Every feature of the plan, when understood and faithfully worked, tends toward 
the awakening of the Church spiritually as well as financially. 


FACING THE FUTURE. 


Experience of the past and the accumulation of testimony of our own and 
other communions, confirms us in our convictions that if the resources of this age 
are to be released for Christ and his church, a comprehensive and adequate pro- 
gram of education on Stewardship and Finance must be set up. A very small per 
. cent. of our membership have any working knowledge of the requirement that God 
makes upon their income. There are scores of men and women whose income and 
wealth have increased from year to year whose gifts to the cause of Christ and the 
needs of the Church have not in any material sense increased. The results are that 
the fountain of spiritual life is being dried up and the dwarfing, blighting power of 
covetousness is making them immune to the world’s needs and the call of the 
Church, and the needs of the kingdom; all of which is resulting in the decay of 
churches and the paralyzing of the organized agencies for ministering to others. 

In order that our people young and old may be saved from this awful curse 
and that they may be more fully informed as to the real nature -and power of 
money on one’s life and the Christian duty in connection with distributing the 
same, we believe that a more vigorous campaign of education is necessary throughout 
the Church. 

_ Your Commission is profoundly impressed that the question of church finances 
will not be solved by merely improving the methods, however helpful they may be. 
We are fully convinced that to put the giving of the Church on a basis that will 
provide for present needs and save our people from worldliness and covetousness, | 
we will need to more strongly emphasize, first: 


SYSTEMATIC AND PROPORTIONATE GIVING. 


During the past quadrennium our chief emphasis was placed on the United | 
Work Program and methods of finance for the local church. However, we did not. 
overlook the place that stewardship and proportionate giving has in the plan, but I. 
fear that some in their zeal in introducing and working the plan, have let up on 
the emphasis that needs to be placed on proportionate giving. A millionaire who | 
gives ten cents a week would be a systematic giver, but such giving would be noth- 
ing less than a soul-shriveling system. A renewed emphasis must be put on the | 
subject of proportionate giving. The leadership of the Church dare not shirk from | 
this responsibility. 


“STEWARDSHIP, 


Weare fully convinced that to lift the Church to a standard of giving sufficiently | 
large enough to save her from covetousness and worldiness, there will have to be 
created within the Church a new conscience on the subject of ownership and stew- | 
ardship as well as the relation of substance to life and the Kingdom of ‘God. 
Therefore, your Commission recommends that the following principles of Christian 
Stewardship be set forth in our Book of Discipline. 

First: That God is the absolute. owner of all things, and that we receive 
through him ‘our power to get wealth as recorded in Deuteronomy 8:18: “Re- 
member Jehovah, thy God, for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that 
he may establish his covenant,” 

Second: That man is a steward and holds whatever possessions he may have 
ee trust, to be administered for the good of his fellows and for the glory 
of God. 

Third: That the recognition of these great principles are made manifest by 
a systematic, proportionate setting aside week by week from one’s income; the pro- 
portion that should be set aside should never be less than the minimum asking of 
our Lord—“the tithe’; and that our stewardship, in a large measure, is reckoned 
by the use to which we put the remaining nine-tenths, 





Fourth: 
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That the following. program of stewardship instructions be carried 


down to our people. That it be the duty of every pastor: 


3. 
4, 
Fifth: 


To regularly and systematically instruct their people :on the potency 
and sacredness of the above principle. 

That giving to the cause of God is not optional with the Christian, but 
it is a duty emphasized and commanded by God, and that in planning the 
use of their income God’s claim should come first. 

That definite instruction be given on the scriptural standards of pro-- 
portionate giving. 

That the amount of their giving is not optional with them until they 
have first met the minimum requirement—“the tithe.” 

That this program may be carried out, we recommend that the 


first Sunday in November of each year of the quadrennium be set aside for bring- 
ing the subject of Christian Stewardship, systematic and proportionate giving be- 
fore our churches, Sunday schools, and Christian Endeavor societies. 


Sixth: 


Believing that the Every-Member Canvass Plan is the most effective 


method of providing for the financial support for both the local church and its 
various Benevolence Boards, we therefore recommend: 


1. 
2 


8. 


That the General Conference continue the Budget System with the 
Every-Member Canvass Plan as set up in our United Work Program. — 
That the Bishop’s Salary and General Conference expense be appor- 
tioned as a separate and specific apportionment to the annual con- 
ferences and to be included in the annual conference budget. 

That the Pension Bureau be eliminated from the general budget and 
that the General Conference make provision for special pension fund. 
That the budget be apportioned on the basis of $180,000 as a minimum 
for the first year, $190,000 for the second year, $205,000 for the third 
year and $225,000 for the fourth year, and that the goal through the 
quadrennium be $225,000. 

That the Conference budget provide for Bishop’s support, conference 
superintendent’s salary, General Conference Expense, Conference Ex- 
tension, Preacher’s Pension Fund, and such other items of adminis- 
tration expense as may be designated by the annual conference. The 
sum of these items shall be presented to the local church as the 
askings for conference benevolences and administration. 

In handing down apportionments to the churches, the amount of the 
askings for the various departments be designated; for example, $ ; 
— for Home Missions; $——— for Foreign Missions; $ for 
Church Erection, etc. The sum of these various items constitute the 
General Benevolence Budget that is to be presented to the Church. 
Secretaries of Boards are too far removed from the local church. I 
would recommend that these two budgets be provided for separately 
by the local church and that the benevolence treasurer of the local 
church remit to the General Treasurer at Dayton, Ohio, on the twenty- 
fifth of each month, the month’s receipts on the General Budget; the 
general treasurer shall receipt for the same and once a quarter furnish 
each conference treasurer an itemized statement in form of receipt for 
all money received during the quarter from the various local churches. 
The local church benevolence treasurer shall also remit to the confer- 
ence treasurer the amount received on conference budget as the confer- 
ence may direct. 

The conference treasurer shail remit quarterly to the General Treas- 
urer at Dayton, Ohio, all moneys received on Bishop’s support and 
General Conference Expense Fund. 








Seventh: That the benevolence boards be granted larger liberty in presenting 
the needs of their various departments in our local church and: : 
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1. That the Board of Control be allowed Children’s Day in the Sunday 
school, and the Christian Endeavor, Anniversary Day in the Young 
People’s society for development and special offering for their respec- 
tive departments. 

2. That Thanksgiving week be designated as the time when Home Mis- 
sions and Church Erection shall be presented to our churches and 
Sunday schools for a special offering for their work; to be divided 
two-thirds for Home Missions and one-third for Church Erection. 

3. That Easter time be designated as the time when Foreign Missions 
shall be presented and make its appeal for specials. These special 
offerings are to be separate and apart from the budget apportionment. * 
However, where a church has not provided its budget in full, that 
church may apply from the special offering enough to make that 
particular item of the budget full, The surplus shall without fail 
go as special to the department for which it was taken. 

Eighth: It is the judgment of your Commission that the General Conference 
should provide for the continuance of the work of the Department of Steward- 
ship and Finance in some workable form, that will make the plans and principles 
set up by this General Conference effective. 


A PERSONAL WORD 


I offer a tribute of appreciation, deep and sincere, to the Commission for the 
thought and remarkable devotion they gave to make the Plan set up by the last 
General Conference effective, and for the assistance these noble men have given 
me in my work. To the Executive Committee who have wrought with such 
fidelity and unabating interest, in the midst of our perplexities and problems dur- 
ing the quadrennium, I owe more than words can express. 

Others possibly could have done better. They might have secured a more 
hearty response and a fuller co-operation on the part of the Church, more money — 
for the work of the Kingdom might have been released, but I doubt if any would 
have been more faithful to the task committed to their care. ; 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. S. Kenpatt, 
General Secretary. 
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The Church has secured almost as much property in the past twelve months as she did in all her previous history. 
The per capita property holdings in the first quadrennium, 1905, $28.18. 

The per capita property holdings in the second quadrennium, 1909, $39. 50. 

The per capita property holdings in the third quadrennium, 1918, $42. 05. 

The per capita property holdings in the fourth quadrennium, 1917, $44.50. 
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COMPARISON OF BUDGET RECEIPTS 


The accompanying chart which shows the budget receipts by conferences in- 
dicates that many conferences are stalled. Sixteen conferences have been declin- 
ing each year in their offerings to the budget, three are on a dead level, eight are 


down one year and up the next, and eight have advanced each year. 


Conferences 1915 
Alles heny ceca aides se: ee aa $ 13,664 68 
Californian ne, Cee anes ee ae ee 2,961 90 
Colorado: Juste ee era 940 25 
Columbia-River. 1.4). .2: 02s eo 960 29 
Masts Ohio tte oe a nae son ee eee beratiee 9,459 87 
Bast Pennsylvaniasiweeisn secs peers 16,136 25 
Hast=Derinessee ava an oe ee 631 06 
Dy g VSam Ot Sere temas Siar Re Rane ee e ae meen 3,173 00 
Gecrcia-Nlorida: ten ee 306 08 
IARC gent cise ae eee hf ee en ee 1,864 03 
LOwae States ee Needs ean as 6,084 40 
aSBIACK Ys eer tes, Mens TRO eee 65 49 
Woutsiattas. se hae te ee Ee 416 57 
ower oWabashwer enti. re ee eee 4,305 21 
Miami cts aes ee AREAL th GSR 12,693 75 
Machigan * ieee ee his capac 548 30 
Winniesotar ssa ese See ei ee 408 07 
IM SSOUET eet terrae ee a ay eat einen 830 40 
Nontania- innit te ee ee 10 35 
IaiiSas rare cua ee eek A EE 7,441 32 
Worthern/UWlinoisaaceen eee 6,653 79 
Nebraska eins neay ty Eo Ge eee 5,824 45 
INewa-MexiCom se hain Keo eee 145 06 
Ohio ‘German Seer ty Seon eonnae 1,792 27 
Oklghomar-ce Sete es oen oe eee ae 924 15 
MRE an eat a yar eee Eee, ea ee 1,081 00 
IRGHiSyIVaIia “-; peers een eae ee eee 2,459 31 
SSE TOC as see, Vet cep an iy eee ee ene ete 9,245 10 
Sanduskey— ca Pear eee eee .. 14,907 01 
Southeasta@hiowe- sa eee en ees 7,221 94. 
VAR Oia chee ere nde st he a pn Re a 3,733. 58 
Wiest Ware iniarnss., cont. ciate ee eee 2,840 00 
WihitewRiverge aekic.6 smcicemaen eee eee 6,679 28 
West® Tennesscemrrinerte or eerie 99 33 
WISCONSIN ene Bice Alene a eorte ett 9 1,533 47 
DALIT ICAU 2s techno et niece tec tian: eee 

otal’ sais eee ee eee ee $148,141 31 


1916 


$ 13,620 96 
1,156 39 
725 00 
791-35 
7,863 84 
16,747 23 
445 09 
2,900 00 
298 75 


1,312 69 
36 52 


$149,429 40 


1917 
$ 13,000 00* 
2585 17 
780 00 
748 90 
7,642 42 
16,839 69 
547 83 . 
2,856 28 
185 00 
1,657 55 
5,277 29 


176 84 


0 88 
1,355 71 


$148,024 21* 


*$1,500 does not appear here, it was received after books were closed. 



































































UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


REVIE W THE SCALE 





























e802 2 16614. 3 
o> 
$23,794, W. M. A. 
$50,338 e ee 
I 
$28,951, W. M. A. 51,038 3 
: iS 
$57,467 : : 
3 
§ $34,499, W. M. A. 31,628 3 
& om ® 
a e $35,948 3 
34,192.41, W. M. A. 5 
i $2,900, W. M. A 
$43,857 S 
. = 2 i 
$36,797, W. M. A. C 1,058 2 
° 
S 000, W. M. A 
$59,592 © g 
a CI 
$40,859, W. M. A. S a 
& to 
$58,108 re) © |ss,000, W. M. A. 
iw) 
Z 
$40,623, W. M. A. z 2 
$56,972 = w (96,000, W. M. A 
2 io) 
$40,622, W. M. A. Bs ‘4 
i © 
© os 
ae ————___—— = 6,600, W. M. A 
$41,135, W. M. A. 
co 
a om 
ile) 
ee a 8100, W. M. A 
$41,819, W. M. A. 
— 
deo} 
$67,205 iS = 
(on) 


$49,704, W. M. A. 








$69,197 
$57,192, W. M.A. 


i 
\ 











L161 





LI61 


315 


auvod JNOH uno Aod 
Splvog UOISSTW ING 0} ZuIATyH Jo afeag 


316 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Comparative Statement of the Receipts from United Brethren 


Churches for Bishops’ Support, and Our Six 
Benevolence Boards From 


1910 to 1913 inclusive 











Boards 1910 1911 1912 1913 
Home Missions ....... $ 26,605.00 $ 40,432.00 $ 34,887.00 $ 42,052.00 
Foreign Missions ..... 43,858 .00 59,595.00 58,109.00 56,972.00 
Church Erection ...... 8,679.00 11,465.00 13,351.00 15,467.00 
Seminaty scone 2,774.00 5,102.00 5,624.00 7,001.00 
Board of Control .... 4,203.00 4,417.00 4,311.00 4,203.00 
Board of Education.... 2,774.00 2,844 .00 3,755.00 3,163.00 
Bishops’ Fund ......... 11,161.00 11,161.00 11,819.00 13,677.00 

ROL pa eee $100,054.00 $135,016.00 $131,856.00 $142,535.00 
Woman's Missionary Association : 
Home Missions ....... $ 2,732.00 $ 4,000.00 5,000.00 $ 6,000.00 
Foreign Missions ..... 36,794.00 41,080.00 39,838.00 40,622.00 | 

Grand=Dotal. 2. $139,580.00 $180,096 .00 $176,694.00 $189,157.00. 

eR KOR KOR KK OR Ok OR & 
1914 to 1917 inclusive 
1914 1915 1916 1917 

Budget ...... Waeia ees $110,528.00 $148,141.00 $149,429.00 $148,124.00 
Home Missions ....... 2,617 .00 2,820.00 3,697 .00 14,249.00 
Foreign Missions ..... 3,358.00 9,018.00 23,635 .00 29,631.00 
@hurch. Erection “4425... 7,857 .00 6,954.00 4,644.00 10,335.00 
Seminary 226 recs noes 1,546.00 7,189.00 32,261.00 17,586.00 
Board of Control ..... 4,239.00 292.00 692.00 2,308 .00 
Board of Education ... : 
Bishops’ Fund ......... 13,677 .00 825.00 

Opal Acree tna ot $143,822.00 $175,239.00 $214,358.00 $222,233 .00 
Woman's Missionary Association 
Home Missions ....... 6,600.00 8,100.00 8,250.00 $ 11,800.00 | 
Foreign Missions ..... 41,135.00 41,820.00 49,705.00 57,192.00 

Grand Total’ ssa. $191,557.00 $225,219.00 $272,313.00 $281,225.00 | 


THE PresipeENT. This report will go to the Committee on Christian 
Stewardship. Mark Keppel is chairman of that committee. We will now 
hear the report of the Commission on Evangelism. 

Dr. J. S. Kendall, secretary of the Commission on Evangelism, moved 
that the report be referred to the Committee on Evangelism without reading. 

Seconded. The motion was adopted and the reports were distributed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Dr. J. E. Shannon is chairman of the committee. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON 
Honored Bishops, Delegates, and Friends: 


The Commission on Evangelism submits with Christian greeting this, its 
first quadrennial report. 


EVANGELISM. 
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There is no questioning the need of the work of evangelism in the church 
and country to-day. When weremember that the population of the United States 
has an annual increase of 1,500,000, and the accessions to our Protestant 
churches are less than 750,000 a year, we should be. moved with deepest con- 
cern. I am aware of the Government Statistician’s excellent report of the in- 
crease in church membership. We should bear in mind that of this 740,000 

| increase for the year, one-third of that is Roman Catholic, and another fourth 

| is Jewish, Mormon and other cults that are only semi-Christian, if they can 

| even be considered that. Our present rate of increase is from one and one-halt . 

| to two per cent. annually. At this rate, how long is it going to take to make 

/ the United States Christian? We-seek comfort from the fact that the per cent. 

/ of increase of church membership is in advance of the per cent. of increase 

in population, but we should keep in mind the basis upon which these 

| percentages are estimated, as well as fads and vagaries and semi-Christian 

; organizations that are included in this estimate. When we think that each year 

there is added to the non-Christian portion of our population two persons for 

every one of increase in the Protestant churches of our country, the situation 

' staggers us. On this basis we will never make America Christian. 

Dr. Aked, while pastor in New York City, said that the accessions to the 

| American Baptist Church for the past generation amounted to only one-fourth 

'of the birth rate of its own families. This, indeed, is a startling statement. If 

| this is true of that great church, I fear it may be true of our own. 

The church is not merely to hold her own, or be content with a two per cent. 
or less net increase from year to year. It is her business to save men; to make 
America Christian. The church is a force to be utilized. It is to be a mighty, 
.marching, conquerng host, winning souls for Jesus Christ. 

The United Brethren Church was born in the midst of evangelistic fervor. 

| This has been the one distinct feature of our history. We are now in danger 

,of losing this fervor. The need of some form of evangelistic service to supple- 

‘ment the regular work of the church is deeply felt. It was this that prompted 

the last General Conference to create the Commission on Evangelism. 

Your Commission definitely realized that as a church we have not as yet 
come to our own as an evangelistic force in the work of soul winning. We have 
yet to see what God can do with a church of three hundred and fifty thousand 
people that. will give itself to its divinely appointed mission of winning others 
to Christ. We need as a church to understand that this great work of soul 
winning is not committed to the ministry alone; each person identified with the 
church should feel that he is saved to serve. When our fifteen hundred 
pastors with a laity of three hundred and fifty thousand consecrated people will 
‘fully realize this, and join in sympathetic co-operation in some well-thought-out 
‘plan of evangelism, the results will be different. 

Men who are related to the executive work of organized evangelism in the 
‘Various churches, fully realize that there never was a time in which consecrated 
pastors more keenly felt the need of some power by which an awakening might 
come to their people. The call for evangelists who will labor shoulder to 
shoulder with pastors for such an awakening stands out distinctly in all denom- 
ea conuaee a time in our denominational life in which there was 
such a large number of men who feel that they are called of God to “do the work 
of an evangelist.” There are at present ten or twelve evangelistic parties in the 
general evangelistic work of the denomination, all of whom have been greatly 
blessed in their work. Besides these, there are scores of conference evangelists, 
many of whom are carrying on the work of an evangelist in the true spirit with 


‘marked consecration and success. 
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ORGANIZATION 


It was not considered advisable, owing to the fact that the Commission had 
no funds, to call the members together immediately following the General Con- 
ference of 1913, but the Chairman, Dr. C. Whitney, through a letter ballot, 
organized the Commission by the selecting of an Executive Committee, consist- 
ing of Rev. C. Whitney, D.D., Rev. C. I. B. Brane, D.D., Rev. GC. W. Brewbaker, 
D.D., H. C. Cridland, and Rev. J. S. Kendall. The latter was chosen as Secretary 
of this Commission. In May, 1914, the first meeting of the Commission was 
called in Dayton, Ohio. The following members responded to the call: J. H. 
Little, Rev. G. E. Bertch, Rev. J. E. Shannon, Rey. C. W. Recard, Rev. C. Whitney, 
and Rey. J. S. Kendall. At this meeting Rev. J. H. Dutton was substituted for. 
H. C. Cridland on the Executive Committee. | 

The majority of our annual conferences have complied with the request ‘of | 
the General Conference and have created conference committees on evangelism. | 
Quite a few local churches have the work of evangelism quite effectively organ- 
ized and have set up a very definite program. 


OUR DIFFICULTIES 


In order that you may have a clearer understanding of the embarrassing 
nature of the work confronting the Commission, attention is first called to the 
difficulties and handicaps under which the Commission began its work. 

We were confronted in the beginning of the work with problems that were 
embarrassing. The first was that arising from the lack of funds. The second 
was that we had no authoritative statement from the. General Conference .to | 
guide us in our work, or by which we could direct the work of evangelism in | 
the Church. F ; ; | 

Owing to the fact that there were no funds from the budget for fully a year 
after its organization, the directing of the work of the department during this 
first year was committed to the Executive Committee. The Committee feeling 
that some work should be done, retained Dr. R. J. and Mrs. Parrett, who were in 
the employ of the Home Mission Board, as evangelists, borrowing from the 
Home Missionary Society funds sufficient to finance their work, Doctor Parrett 
and wife began work for us in October, 1913, and resigned in September, i914, 
on account of increasing age and failing health. Their services were most | 
acceptable and greatly owned of God. : 3 

At the first meeting of the Commission we discovered that after paying 
our obligations, there was but little money left in the treasury. The policy of 
no indebtedness was adopted by the Commission and instructions given to that | 
effect to the Executive Committee. Our embarrassment was made all the greater 
owing to the fact that the Finance Commission reduced our percentage from one | 
and one-half to one per cent. ee 

The Commission felt that it must safeguard the Office of the evangelist as 
well as our churches, so it set up the policy of recommending no evangelists | 
until such time as a careful and searching investigation might be made by a 
questionnaire, this to be supplemented with conference and such other recom- 
mendation as might be deemed wise. We doubted whether Wwe were vested with 
power of demanding such an obligation from all who sought the office of evan: 
gelist, other than those we employed. Hence it voted to safeguard itself; Hot 
recommending evangelists other than those who worked under its” dirdctibn. 
We are persuaded, after four years of experience, that this Conference’ shoutd 
order that all who desire a standing as evangelist in our Church be enrolled 
in the office of the Secretary of the Commission, and that each be required ‘to 
furnish the Commission with the required credentials and recommendations. 
In addition to this, little was done in the beginning years, other than lending | 
assistance to churches and pastors to get in touch with credible evangelists and 
setting up evangelistic programs for local churches and the distributing of lit: 
erature. ‘ EARNS | 
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In December, 1914, the Commission secured the services of Mr. L, E. Allison, 
a consecrated layman, and appointed him to the work in this field of service. 
Mr. Allison was to have the endorsement of the Commission, but was to provide 
the expense of his campaigns. When he was assigned by the Commission to 
mission churches, or those not assuring a support, the Commission was to under- 
write the enterprise financially. Mr. Allison’s work has met with gracious favor 
and his services during the past year. have been greatly strengthened by the 


_ securing of Mr. Whitsell as a leader of song. These men have held a number of 


- excellent meetings resulting in 945 conversions and 604 accessions to the Church 
' with 2,312 reclamations and consecrations to the work of the kingdom. 








During the summer of 1915 we sent Rev. J. ©. Rinehart, an evangelist of 


East Ohio Conference, into Michigan, guaranteeing some support if needed, but 
_ Brother Rinehart was able to finance his Michigan campaign without our aid. 
' Since then we have been aiding Brother Rinehart and churches to get together. 


The results have been most satisfactory. 
In the winter of 1916 and 1917 the Commission gave assurance to Rey, Ira 


A. Holbrook, D.D., and party in their campaign in Colorado by underwriting the 


campaign. To date of writing this report, but $18 has been called for. 
The Commission joined in the reconstruction work of the Oregon Confer- 


/ ence and at the last session of the conference secured the service of Rev. H. F. 


Neff as a Conference Evangelist. We guaranteed Brother Neff $500 for the year, 


| provided he gave his entire time to the work of evangelism. He began the work 
| immediately following the last session of their conference and has given himself 
» faithfully to the work ever since. His service was to be under the direction of 


the conference superintendent and Commission on Evangelism. They directed 
his work the largest part of the time to churches that were in very low condi- 
tion, and in communities where as we see it from here, of very limited oppor- 
tunities and possibilities. Brother Neff reports very excellent meetings held 
at The Dallas and Portland Third Church. The latter, while good in the way of 
decisions, seemed to have failed in the way of accessions. Brother Neff’s work 
has been greatly appreciated by the conference superintendent and the churches 


‘ that he served. 


The Commission gave moral and financial assistance of $100 to the National 


: Gospel Team in the mission in Hast St. Louis, where a very excellent work was 


done, resulting in more than fifty accessions to the Church. The pastor says, 


“Through this meeting our Church has a standing in the community now, we 


‘eould. not have obtained through several years of ordinary effort.’ 
The Clark Party was helped to the amount of $100 in a campaign at the 
, Second Church, Kansas City, Missouri. 
During the quadrennium the Commission gave assistance to a number of 
pastor evangelists in the way of meeting their expense of travel, etc., while they 
gave their time without cost to churches for special meetings. This kind of 
service was rendered largely to our Home Mission churches. : 
—, We have also ‘given assistance to a large number of pastors in securing 
evangelistic help and setting up of programs for local churches, 
Literature covering various phases of the work has been brought forth and 
yui i irculated. 
Be ering with the Commission of Evangelism of the Federated 
Churches of Christ in America, and have joined them in their country-wide pro- 
gram of ‘evangelism that they.are now setting up. ; 
From a humble beginning we have made some progress, yet we are com- 
pelled to acknowledge, with a deep sense of humility, our inability to meet our 
own ambitions or ideals for this department. e 
* @ OUR EVANGELISTIC PROBLEMS 


The problem of evangelism that confronts the United Brethren Church to- 
aay is threefold. — the pastor, the church, and the evangelist. It is true, 


\ 
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whether we are willing to admit it or not, that our United Brethren pastors are : 


rapidly losing the evangelistic spirit. Many are not willing to pay the price for 
victory. There is a growing tendency among them to depend on evangelists for 
their special services, while with others there is a deep suspicion of the vo 
cational evangelist, and with many it is developing into a deep-seated prejudice. 

I have no desire to shield the pastor or excuse him from his God-called and 
God-appointed work—that of winning souls, but one can with a degree of con- 
fidence ask if the fault and failure, and timidity and lack of success in pastoral 
evangelism do not rest largely upon the church herself? We possibly criticise 
him and his methods and work too much and pray too little. We fail to give 
the pastor the support and co-operation that are necessary and due him in a cam- 
paign of this kind. We have many pastors, who if they would receive from their 
people the hearty co-operation and support that are given evangelists, their work 
would be just as effective. 


The third problem is the evangelist. Many evangelists are self-appointed. | 


They. go forth without any ecclesiastical authority or appointment, ordination 
or equipment, many without the slightest fitness for this God-given office, other 
than a desire to win souls. Evangelists operating under this condition are caus- 
ing a deep prejudice on the part of many churches and pastors as to the vo- 
cational evangelist. In many places it is developing into a deep-seated opposi- 
tion, and in all fairness, we must admit that it is almost impossible for it to be 
otherwise, when we stop to consider the personnel of many, the methods 
used to get before the people, how all manner of acrobatic and disgusting poses 
adorn their advertising. I, personally, think it is, beneath the dignity of one who 
stands in Christ’s stead to go to a photograph gallery and pose in all sorts of 
ridiculous attitudes before the camera to advertise himself and his work. Evan- 
gelist Biederwolf, in speaking of this confessed his own shortcoming, but said, 
“In after years I never looked upon such a likeness of myself without feeling 
that I needed an operation above the eyes when I permitted that thing to be 
done.” It is true that it is not always possible to keep out of the press when the 
preacher is denouncing sin with face, hands, feet, and body, but the camera pro- 
duction for advertising purpose is what the writer is crying against. 

Another serious peril of present-day evangelists and evangelistic campaigns 
is that of finance. The financial system employed by practically every evangelist 
during the past few years is the “free-will-offering” system. This was brought 
about by churches that were willing to let evangelists labor, but were unwilling 
to assure any financial support. This plan has now developed in such a way 
that strong and self-assertive men put up such a plea that it is producing an 
income far in excess of men of equal ability in any other department of religious 
work, and is giving a hurtful prominence to evangelists and is leaving the im- 
pression that the money question is the all important one, resulting in the fact 


that the strong churches are the ones that usually appeal to the evangelists. | 
This difficulty is not to be laid at the feet of evangelists alone; they are human | 


like other men. They have legitimate expense to meet and ordinarily will go 
where there is the best prospect for good financial returns. 

I feel it a duty devolving on us to help solve this problem in our Church 
and save our.evangelists from this criticism. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY 


As a Church we are falling far short of our privilege of winning to Christ 
those about us. We are told by our Sunday-school leaders that there are at 
least 125,000 persons enrolled in our Sunday schools who are not identified with 
the Church. This may be a little large, but the fact is that there are at least 


13,000,000 persons in the United States old enough to attend Sunday school, | 
under twenty-one years of age who are not enrolled in any Sunday school. 


Our Sunday schools, Catholic and Protestant, reach but half of the young 


people between five and twenty years of age. A recent issue of the West- | 
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‘ern Christian Advocate reports 6,428 schools in their communion that did not 
‘have a single accession to the church last year. If this is true of this denomi- 
ination, I think it might be said of us that one-sixth or more than six hundred 
-of our schools did not have a single accession. Indeed, we have the facts to bear 
,out this statement. The General Secretary of the Board of Control will no 
{doubt discuss this subject and suggest remedies. 


RURAL EVANGELISM 


‘ ‘Your Commission would call your attention to the need of careful planning 
-for Rural Evangelism. We do not wish to cover the field committed to the Com- 
‘mission on Rural Life, but suggest that plans be outlined to meet this most 
pressing need and to make possible the use of pastors of known evangelistic - 
eability in Rural Evangelism. Some plan should be set up whereby even the 
‘smallest communities may be reached and helped by trained men. 

: The Evangelistic Commission of the Federated Churches of Christ in 
America says, “There are at least 130,000 organized villages and towns in the 
United States that are seldom able to secure the services of an evangelist, while 
there are 10,000 towns and cities of 2,000 or more population that generally 
Fhave the first choice, according to their population and wealth.” This is as 
might be expected with the present plan of financing evangelism. 

The plan set up for Rural Evangelism should be such as conditions may de- 
‘mand. We should not seek to run evangelistic effort through any one particular 
‘mold, but.to encourage whatever form will appeal to the need of the local com- 
‘munity. For this proposed Rural Evangelism the Commission has under for- 
‘mulation some plans to be handed down to those to whom this work will be 
‘entrusted. 












HUMILIATING FIGURES 


{ The conference minutes of 1916 reveal the fact that there are at least five 
‘hundred and forty-six churches in our Communion that did not have a single ac- 
cession on confession of faith last year. This number would no doubt be in- 
creased many if we could discover the actual facts. In compiling our figures, 
if a charge had three churches, and had three accessions, one was credited to 
each church. The fact is there are a number of charges with three and four 
churches that show a dozen or more accessions, when possibly they were all at 
one or two of the churches. We find that besides this number, we had three 
hundred and seventy-four churches that had but one accession. Is it any wonder 
that the records show that a half million boys of the adolescent period drift 
from our Sunday schools annually without being won to Christ, when churches 
and Sunday schools will go through a year’s service without winning a single- 
soul to Christ? 

4 I do not want to minimize the work of our faithful pastors, Sunday-school 
and local church leaders, but I feel deeply on this question and am persuaded 
that there should go out from this conference such an appeal to churches that 
would arouse every local church and Sunday school from her present state of 
indifference so that we ag a denomination might seek from the eternal God such 
spiritual reinforcement of his grace and power as will make us able for this 
task. Our great lack, as I see it in our work to-day, is spiritual power and pas- 
sion for the lost. Our watchword should be, “Back to the Source of all Power 
and Life. Back to Jesus Christ our Wisdom, our Righteousness, our Sanctifi- 


cation.” 
CONSERVATION OF RESULTS 


With all our failure, as a Church we have been fairly successful in bringing 
people to a decision for Christ. During the past four years there was received 
into the Church on confession of faith 122,307, by letter 28,591, or 150,898 re- 
seived into the fellowship of the Church. The records show that 11,413 died, 
29,582 were granted letters or transfers, all other losses 71,793 or a total loss of 
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105,788. You will note that we received by letter and transfer 6,009 more than 
we lost by letter and transfer, but how the 71,793 got away is the problem that 
should have your thought. 

We need to put into operation a strong, sane, workable program of conserva- 
tion, whereby the results of each campaign may be articulated with the local 
church life and activity. In this program special attention should be given to 
such phases of conservation as systematic Bible study, instruction in personal 
work, individual evangelism, definite plans of follow-up work, proper shepherd- 
ing of the flock and the enlistment in definite Christian work. 7 

Your Commission submits the following recommendations for your prayer- 
ful consideration: 

First: That we place a renewed emphasis on the faith of our fathers, 
and the fundamental teachings of the gospel. That family prayer be restored 
in our homes and that the Word of God be given a more prominent place in our 
family life. : 


Second: That we seek to arouse the Church members to a proper sense of | 
their personal responsibility and need of training for personal work and individ- 


ual evangelism. 


Third: To emphasize the need of, and to encourage and stimulate, the most 


efiicient form of pastoral evangelism. 

Fourth: That every effort possible be put forth for reaching for Chrigt the 
students of our educational institutions, and their enlistment in definite Chris- 
tian work. 


Fifth: That we challenge the youth of our Communion to the work of the, 


gospel ministry and missions. 
Sixth: That this Conference set up an evangelistic program that can be 
adapted to the needs of each conference and local church, and that we aim for 


a revival in each local church, that we appeal to our ministers to guard against | 


overemphasizing the social phase of religion to the neglect of the spiritual. 

Seventh: That we seek to elevate the standard and to safeguard the work 
of a sane and thorough type of evangelism. 

_ Eighth: Inasmuch as the laymen of the Church of to-day are rising to the 
place of effective servize and under the irresistible energy of the Holy Spirit are 
being so mightily used of God in soul winning, we recommend the organization 
of evangelistic teams after the Wichita plan. 

Ninth: That all evangelists who desire a standing as an evangelist in our 
Church should be required to fill out a questionnaire blank and file the same 
with the Secretary of the Commission. 

_ Tenth: That we urge our members to be more faithful in their attendance 
on the means of grace offered by their churches, by attending the service on 
the Lord’s Day and the mid-week meetings. 

Eleven: That there be a constant endeavor by pastors, officers, and teachers 
to secure the acceptance of Christ by every member of the Sunday school and 
that they be brought into the fellowship of the church as goon as they reach the 
age of discretion. 

Twelve: That a neighborhood survey once a year be mad 
gregation for the purpose of discovering the needs of the community and the 
unsaved persons to whom the church bears a special responsibility. 

Thirteen: That the Committee on Evangelism give special] attention to the 
requests of the Commission on Evangelism of the Federated Churches of Christ 
in America, and that some definite plan of co-operation be outlined. 


e by every con- 
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GROWTH BY CONFERENCES FOR QUADRENNIUM 


Conference 


Allegheny 
California 
Colorado 
Columbia River 
East Ohio 

East Pennsylvania 
East Tennessee 
Erie 
Georgia-Florida 
Indiana 

lowa 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Lower Wabash 
Miami 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Montana 
Kansas 
Northern Illinois 
Nebraska 

New Mexico 
*Ohio German 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
St. Joseph 
Sandusky 
Southeast Ohio 
Virginia 

West Tennessee 
West Virginia 
White River 
Wisconsin 


“Total Accessions 


Mota WOSSns . sie ca we 


FROM 1913 TO 1917 








Rec. on Rec. by Died 
Conf. Faith Letter 
12,590 2,229 919 
888 639 76 
513 278 40 
318 155 13 
4,594 1,410 599 
9,065 2,253 735 
539 103 68 
2,244 743 344 
232 £22 19 
3,863 690 439 
2,903 1,234 401 
174 28 10 
135 78 10 
4,357 814 309 
5,541 1,938 675 
1,750 444 161 
583 140 55 
1,014 281 79 
5,035 1,577 392 
3,042 1,051 232 
2,923 937 203 
440 48 115 
2,145 470 84 
647 365 28 
7,684 1,427 909 
7,745 1,973 788 
7,498 2,259 1,024 
8,691 1,119 705 
5,721 632 508 
131 17 5 
9,563 890 606 
8,884 2,042 886 
1,295 258 91 
122,307 28,591 11,413 
28,591 22,582 
150,898 71,793 
La Ae Pa ENS POE APPR IEICE 105,788 


*Added since totals were made. — 


Rem. by 
Letter 


1,545 
141 
160 

49 

1,043 

2,256 
228 
532 

87 
591 


1,786 
738 
805 


388 
109 
1,385 
944 
1,720 
909 
551 
25 
759 
1,379 
232 


22,582 





Other Per 
Loss Cent. 
Inc. 
5,611 33 
798 11 
431 18 
337 © 4 
2,729 1.5 
4,387 18 
317%. 9 
1,276 31.9 
124 14 
2,505 2D) 
2,339 10.7 
—50 
20 
2,701 6.4 
3,450 alah 
773 30 
313 20 
544 17 
3,481 9 
1,495 23 
1,602 11 
4386 —3 
1,585 15 
856 2.7 
3,646 18 
4,400 19 
6,102 4 
5,929 at 
2,190 17 
38 21 
5,930 12.5 
5,416 16 
471 32 
Yalarish} 15 
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Colo. 19 5 2 101 7 191 18 1269 
Colm. R. 21 4 4 110 2 36 4 909 
E. Ohio 123 16 20 834 240 224 n leas 14333 
EK. Pa. 153 13 13 1441 415 3696 18 25305 
E. Tenn. 32 1 4 257 55 —320 —9 2073 
Geo.-Fla. 12 4 0 78 45 51 14 404 
Erie 132 22 ane 590 223 1773 31.9 7309 
Indiana 162 24 17 1031 295 369 2.5 13733 
Iowa 161 44 30 914 306 1127 10.7 11521 
Kansas 253 55 24 1691 9 18815 
Kentucky 26 alts 3 63 17 8388 —50 1003 
La. 419 
Lower W. 140 26 20 739 17 700 6.4 11601 
Miami Th 9 7 1148 480 QUE 11 19199 
Michigan 67 18 3 468 294 805 30 3441 
Minnesota 24 7 2 221 143 270 20 1588 
Missouri 59 16 6 387 236 553 17 3869 
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St. Joe. 170 32 25 1172 164 3436 19 20860 
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W. Tenn. 25 4 it ilk 117 150 21 851 
W. Va. 290 Ly, 26 1791 155 2458 12:5 7 21469 
White R. 172 28 14 1649 799 3286 16 22286 
Wisconsin 48 10 2 221 47 708 32 2913 
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THE PRESIDENT. We have here the report of the Commission on Church 
Union. Doctor Fries is secretary of that committee, and he will come for- 
ward and read that report. 

Dr. W. O. Fries then read the report as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMISSION ON CHURCH UNION, 


To the Members of the General: Conference, Greeting. 

There is herewith submitted a report of the Commission on Church 
Union, which was appointed at Decatur, Illinois, May, 1913. This com- 
mission consists of the following: 

Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D., Bishop W. M. 
Bell, D.D., Bishop H. H. Fout, D.D., Bishop C. J. Kephart, D.D., Bishop A. T. 
Howard, D.D., Bishop (Emeritus) N. Castle, D.D., Bishop (Emeritus) T. C. 
Carter, D.D., Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D., Rev. A. P. Funkhouser, D.D., Rev. S. W. 
Paul, D.D., Rev. F. E. Brooke, D.D., Rev. D. D. Lowery, D.D., Rev. W. O. 
Fries, D.D., Judge S. W. Lott, Judge R. H. Bennett, Mr. G. A. Lambert. 

The first meeting of this commission was held in Dayton, Ohio, April 
530, 1914. The commission was organized with the election of Bishop G. M. 
Mathews, chairman, and W. O. Fries, secretary. All the members of the 
commission were present except N. Castle and G. A. Lambert. 

Bishop Mathews reported the action of the Jate General Conference con- 
cerning the union of the Methodist Protestant and United Brethren Churches. 
The following report was made by the Board of Bishops concerning the vote 
of the conferences of the Church on the syllabus and plan of union with the 
Methodist Protestant Church: 

: “Upon a careful examination of the action of the several annual con- 
ferences upon the question of union with the Methodist Protestant Church, 
as sent down to them by the General Conference, we find that more than 
three-fourths of the annual conferences have voted in favor of said union. 
“Wm. M. Bex, Secretary Board of Bishops.” 


Upon the reading of this report, the commission appointed a special com- 
mittee to draft a statement and resolution on the future plan of procedure. 
The report of this committee, consisting of Dr. F. E. Brooke and Judge S. W. 
Lott, is as follows: 


“WHEREAS, The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ approved the syllabus and plan of union proposing organic union 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, agreed upon by the church-union commission of said Churches 
jn joint session; and 

“WHEREAS, The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ directed that the said syllabus and plan of union, when approved by 
three-fourths of the annual conferences of said Church, should be submitted 
to the members of the Church for their approval; and 

“WHEREAS, The Board of Bishops having canvassed the vote of the 
annual conferences on the syllabus and plan of union referred to them, have 
announced that the required three-fourths of the said conferences have voted 
for the union: now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, By the Church Union Commission of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ in session assembled, that we request the chairman of our 
commission to arrange with the chairman of the Methodist Protestant Com- 
mission on Church Union for a meeting of the joint commissions of the two 
Churches concerned, to canvass all questions preliminary to the referendum 
of the syllabus and plan of union to a vote of the people, and to arrange for 
said referendum.” 


Upon the adoption of this report, the commission adjourned, 
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JOINT MEETING OF COMMISSIONS ON CHURCH UNION. 

The commissions on church union of the United Brethren in Christ and 

the Methodist Protestant Churches met-in joint session in the Claypool Hotel, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, April 22, 1915, at 7: 30 p.m., having been called to- 


gether by the respective chairmen, Bishop G. M. Mathews and Dr. Lyman - 


E. Davis. 

The commissioners were called to order by Bishop G. M. Mathews. After 
devotional exercises, it was agreed that the chairman of each denominational 
commission should be the chairman for the joint meeting. Rev. W. O. Fries 
and Col. R. T. Pickens were chosen secretaries. The roll was then called. 

United Brethren Commissioners—Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., Dayton, 
Ohio; Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D., Parkersburg, W. Va.; Bishop W. M. Bell, 
D.D., Los Angeles, Cal.; Bishop H. H. Fout, D.D., Indianapolis, Ind.; Bishop 
C. J. Kephart, D.D., Kansas City, Mo.; Bishop A. T. Howard, D.D., Dayton, 
Ohio; Bishop N. Castle (Emeritus), D.D., Philomath, Ore.: Bishop T. C. 
Carter (Emeritus), D.D., Chattanooga, Tenn.: Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D., Day- 
ton, Ohio; Rev. A. P. Funkhouser, D.D., Harrisonburg, Va.; Rev. F. E. 
Brooke, D.D., Winona, Kan.; Rev. S. W. Paul, D.D., Knoxville, Tenn.; Rev. 
D. D. Lowery, D.D.; Rev. W. O. Fries, D.D., Dayton, Ohio.; Judge S. W. Lott, 
Toledo, Ohio; Hon. R. H. Bennett, Iola, Kan.; Mr. G. A. Lambert, Anderson, 
ind. Absent: N. Castle, D. D. Lowery, and G. A. Lambert. 


Methodist Protestant Commissioners.—Reyv. L. E. Davis, D.D., Pitts-_ 


burgh, Pa.; Rev. C. D. Sinkinson, D.D.; Atlantic City, N. J.; Rev. M. W. 
Morrison, D.D., Clarksburg, W. Va.; Rev. T. L. Garrison, D.D, Paris, Texas; 
Rev. W. H. Bentley, D.D., South Butler, N. Y.; Rev. C. E. Sheppard, D.D., 
West Lafayette, Ohio; Rev. D. S. Stephens, D.D., Kansas City, Kan.; Rev. 
J. S. Bowers, D.D., Baltimore, Md.; Mr. R. T. Pickens, High Point, N. C.; 
Mr. J. F. Howe, Ionia, Mo.; Mr. Horace Link, Paris, Ill.; Doctor Simmons, 
Rector, Ark.; Mr. A. T. Merriman, Liberty Center, Ind.; Mr. Ely D. Miller, 
Lansing, Mich.; Mr. J. E. Peterson, New London, Iowa. Absent: Rev. J. S. 
Bowers, Doctor Simmons, and Mr. J. E. Peterson. 

Dr. W. R. Funk was introduced by Bishop Mathews and made a general 
statement before the commissioners concerning the present status of the 
question of union in the United Brethren Church, and Dr. L. E. Davis spoke 
of the matter of union as it now exists in the Methodist Protestant Church. 
Various questions were then asked by different members of the commission 
for the purpose of obtaining further light on present conditions in the two 
denominations. All the commissioners who spoke expressed themselves in 
favor of organic union, but recognized certain difficulties existing in the way 


at present. Reference was also made to difficulties that might present . 


themselves in case of protracted delay. 

In this meeting, Dr. W. R. Funk presented a paper from the United 
Brethren commissioners, and the Methodist Protestant commissioners asked 
for time to consider by themselves this paper. Later, the following communi- 
cation was presented to the joint commissioners by Chancellor D. E. Ste- 
phens: 

“The Commission on Church Union of the Methodist Protestant Church 
desire to express their appreciation of the broad and progressive spirit of 


the resolutions presented by the Church Union Commission of the Church - 


of the United Brethren in Christ, expressing as it does in such earnest 
terms their conviction of the desirability of the consummation of organic 
union between the Methodist Protestant and the United Brethren Churches at 
the earliest practicable date. 

“We appreciate the embarrassment referred to in the communication, 
srowing out of present conditions in the United Brethren Church, 

“We would suggest that the difficulties we will have to meet in our 
own Church, occasioned by delay in ordering the vote in the United Brethren 
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Church, would be greatly relieved if the following changes would be made 
in the paper submitted by the United Brethren commission to this body: 

; “1. That an expression will be given indicating that the Board of 
Bishops will order a vote as soon as conditions favorable to the cause of 
church union can be brought about in the United Brethren Church; and it 
would be pleasing to us if August 1 could be designated as the date by 
which the vote will be ordered. — 

“2. That a campaign or propaganda to educate the people will be imme- 
diately inaugurated. 

“3. That the Board of Bishops of the United Brethren Commission on 
Church Union, shall address some expression, explanatory of delay, with 
assurance that the vote will be taken as soon as practicable. 

“Respectfully submitted, 
“R. T. Pickens, Secretary Methodist Protestant Commission.” 


The United Brethren commissioners were granted time to consider by 
themselves this communication, and at the next meeting of the joint com- 
mission the following reply was read by Bishop W. M. Bell: 


“WHEREAS, The General Conference of the Church.of the United Brethren 
in Christ did, by an overwhelming vote at its last session held in May, 1913, 
in Decatur, Illinois, approve of the proposal fcr the union of the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Protestant Church; and 

“Wueress, The said General Conference also authorized the proposal 
should be brought to a vote in the annual conferences of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, and the further vote of the entire membership, 
in case the conferences voted favorably; and 

“WueErREAS, The Board of Bishops have announced officially that the vote 
was favorable as per the requirements of the General Conference; and 

“Wuereas, The putting of the question of the union to our people for a 
vote is both American and Christian; and 

“WHEREAS, In the progress of this movement for merger there have 
arisen difficulties unforeseen that must be handled with care, Christian 
consideration, and diplomacy; and 

“WHEREAS, We sincerely desire to promote the orderly reconstruction of 
American Protestant Christianity to the point of the greatest possible organic 
simplification and union: 

“Therefore, be it 

“Resolved, 1. That as commissioners we find ourselves as clearly 
convinced as ever of the great wisdom and desirability of the union. of 
church bodies that have a common faith and order into one administrative 
organism ; : 

“9 That we are impelled by our estimate of the high Christian char- 
acter of the members of the Methodist Protestant Church, and by the .con- 
viction that we can do better work united than apart, to desire a favorable 
action of our people as to the union of the two bodies, such favorable action 
having already been taken by the said Methodist Protestant Church; 

“3 That as to the taking of the vote on the pending question of union 
throughout our denomination, we are impelled to express the hope that no 
part or section of our Church shall be willing, or find it desirable, to resist 
a proposal so thoroughly in harmony with the democracy of our denomina- 
tion and the principles of Americanism as such a vote would be. We are of 
judgment, however, that the vote shall be ordered by the Board of Bishops 
at such time only as they are well assured that the taking of the vote is 
desirable and judicious as a step in the forwarding of the movement. We 
will undertake the creation of a state of intelligence and favorable sentiment 
on the subject of union to the end that our action in a referendum vote to 
our people shall be taken at the earliest possible date consistent with our 
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genuine desire to make the movement for union successful while not destruc- 
‘tive. We fondly hope and truly desire that this delay in voting may not 
seriously embarrass or disadvantage our fellow Christians of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, or make impossible their patient continuance with us 
in the effort to consummate the movement for merger; 

“4, That we agree to the restoration of the original composite title for 
the united church, namely, the United Protestant Church, composed of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Protestant 
Church, or such other name as may be mutually agreed to, and express the 
hope that other Christian bodies will be willing to come with us into the 
new organization.” 

This report was considered separately by the Methodist Protestant com- 
missioners. 

In a short time the commissioners met again in joint session, Dr. L. E. 
Davis and Chancellor D. S. Stephens spoke on the importance of an educa- 
tional campaign in both churches for promoting church union for both 
churches. Without a formal vote the paper read by Bishop Bell with slight 
amendments was adopted as it appears above. 

Recognizing the importance of giving information to the members of 
both denominations, it’ was agreed that two persons from each commission 
be appointed to prepare such facts as would tend to a wider and clearer 
knowledge of the entire question of church union and progress along all 
lines of Christian belief and action, and that said committee be authorized 
to send out their literature to the membership of the churches. The follow- 
ing persons were constituted the Committee on Information: United Breth- 
ren, Bishop H. H. Fout and Hon. R. H. Bennett; Methodist Protestant, Dr. 
L. E. Davis and Chancellor D. S. Stephens. 

Following this, the commissions in joint session adjourned. 

It appears that certain results have come from this union effort: 

1. We desire to express our very great appreciation of the noble and 
high-minded Christian character of Dr. Lyman E. Davis, president of the 
commission of the Methodist Protestant Church, of his associates on their 
commission, as also of the entire Christian communion which they have so 
consistently and ably represented. 

2. We have come to know more fully and seriously the merits and 
difficulties peculiar to each denomination involved in the proposed merger. 

3. It is gratifying to note that our general denominational fellowship 
has not been broken and embittered with an emphasis of the seemingly 
insuperable legal obstacles in the way of union. 

- 4. While it seemed good diplomacy and wisdom to avoid distracting 
litigation and internal dissension, and loss of power by certain friction in 
certain sections of our Church, we advise all our people to press on in the 
even tenor of our way as a denomination. Let us build up our denomina- 
tiorfal life to the highest point of efficiency and success, nevertheless enter- 
taining the hope that, in the evolution of the moral and spiritual forces of 
the kingdom of God, under the light and leadership of the Holy Spirit, the 
way shall be opened in God’s good time for a close federation of all our 
evangelical churches. We fondly hope, therefore, that through the intimacy 
of co-operative effort and. denominational affiliation, there shall be such an 
alignment of the Christian forces of this country as shall lead to the recon- 
struction of American Protestantism, and accelerate many fold the progress 
of the kingdom of God in the earth. : 

Let us keep ourselves in the patience and love of God, and with due 
Christian deference to all our honest convictions conduct ourselves as becom- 
eth the true spiritual disciples of our common Lord and Master. ; 

G. M, MatHEws, Chairman, W. O, Fries, Secretary. 


[Applause.] 
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Tur PresipENtT. You have heard this report. What is your pleasure? 

BisHorp WEEKLEY. I move its approval and move its reference to the 
Committee on Church Federation and Church Union. Motion seconded. The 
motion to refer prevailed, and the paper was referred to the Committee on 
Church Federation and Church Union. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now we have come up to the special hour set apart for 
the Woman’s Missionary Association, and if the sisters will come forward 
to the platform, we will proceed to the rendition of that part of the program. 
Mrs. L. R. Harford, president of the Woman’s Missionary Association, and 
Mrs. Alva Kauffman, secretary, will come to the platform. Will some one 
lead us in singing, “Blest be the tie that binds’’? 

The Conference joined in singing, during which time these ladies came 
to the platform. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will now have the pleasure of listening to the report 
of Mrs. Alva Kauffman, who is the General Secretary of the Woman's Mis- 
sionary Association. 

Mrs. Alva Kauffman, as General Secretary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Association, submitted her report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE WOMAN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference. 

Since we brought our last report to you, we have celebrated the fortieth 
anniversary of the organization of the Woman’s Missionary Association. If 
we look back forty years we will find a few women gathered together in 
First Church, Dayton, Ohio, to consider the question of issuing a call for 
a general meeting to organize. Some of the timid, faint-hearted ones felt 
that they could not work as the women in other denominations were doing 
and if they undertook it there would be responsibility and they would be 
sure to fail. To each of these, Mrs. Sowers, who later became the first 
president, replied: “Others cannot do our work. If God calls, dare we falter?” 
As we look back over the years, it is very evident that God did call the 
women and girls of the United Brethren Church to this special work and 
that he has placed his approval upon their efforts. The five loaves and two 
fishes brought by the boy to the Master were used by him to feed the hungry 
multitude. The offering of time, money, and prayer, which have been given 
by the women and girls through these years, small though they have been, 
have been accepted by the Master, and with his blessing they have been 
multiplied many fold. Thousands of men, women, and children in the 
homeland, in Africa, China, Japan, Porto Rico, and the Philippines have heard 
of Jesus Christ for the first time because these women and girls have had 
a vision of Jesus Christ, because to some extent at least they have realized 
the awful need of the women and children without Christ and have gladly 
accepted the privilege of this service which was opened to them. It can never 
be estimated what these women and girls banded together have been able to 
accomplish in these forty years in helping to uplift womanhood, to give to 
the child its rights, to relieve suffering, to establish real home life, to give to 
the women and girls here at home deeper spiritual lives, develop unselfish- 
ness, and make them contented with what they have. 

When the first report was brought to you forty years ago, the Association 
then eighteen months old had three Branch organizations with eighteen 
Locals and an aggregate membership of 3,000. In ten years this number had 
increased to 315 societies with 5,034 members; ten years later there were 478 
societies with 7,493 members, and in the next decade this number had grown 
to 628 societies with a membership of 12,821. This year we are happy to 
report 863 Locals with 23,576 members and 390 Chapters of the Otterbein 
Guild with an enrol!ment of 9,580 girls; total number of societies, 1,253, with 


330 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


a membership of 33,156, a net gain during the quadrennium of 356 societies 
and 9,564 members. 

During the past four years special emphasis has been placed on the 
development of the home base. This has been a “Quadrennium of Conquest.” 
A campaign for new societies, new members, and new subscribers to the 
Woman’s Evangel has been conducted each year. To celebrate the completion 
of the tenth quadrennium of our history, a church-wide campaign was 
planned for this last year. 

As the name implies, this campaign was more extensive in its scope than 
any previous one. We sought to bring to every church in the denomination _ 
the opportunity to become definitely connected with the Association through 
having a society among the women or girls or both. A thorough survey was 
made of the unorganized places in all the conferences. With the help of the 
conference superintendents, the conferences were districted and the names of 
key women and girls were secured from pastors of churches where there were 
no missionary societies. Group leaders were appointed, and under the direc- 
tion of the Branch officers a vigorous campaign was conducted, letters were 
written, churches were visited, and institutes held. In addition to the work 
done by the loyal, faithful Branch officers, group leaders, and women and 
girls in the societies, letters and a copy of the Woman’s Evangel were sent 
from the office to each of the 1,446 women and girls whose names were sent 
to us by pastors of churches where there was no society. About 50,000 leaflets 
were sent out to aid in interesting the uninterested women and girls. Asa 
result of the campaign, we- have 142 new Locals and 132 Chapters of the 
Otterbein Guild organized. 

To aid in making the work in the branches and societies uniform, and 
to increase the efficiency of the societies, a standard was adopted four years 
ago. This standard called for a ten per cent. increase each year in societies, 
members, funds, and Evangel subscriptions. It also provided for a uniform 
system of reporting. There is always a stimulus in having a definite goal 
toward which to work, and the effort of the Branches and societies to meet 
the requirements of the standard has not only meant a large increase in the 
humber of societies’ members, Evangel subscriptions, and an increase in our 
giving, but it has meant an increased efficiency along all lines of work, better 
business methods, and more interest in the work itself. The uniform system 
of reporting has helped the Branch officers to keep in closer touch with 
the work and to give help and encouragement where needed. 


THE OTTERBEIN GUILD. 

Work was begun among the young women in 1883. A number of societies 
were organized but it was not constituted a separate department with its 
own secretary until 1908. There were then ninety-two young women’s bands 
with a membership of 2,249. Five years later a number of new features were 
introduced and the name was changed to Otterbein Guild. 

Miss Vera Blinn, who had given three years of such splendid service to 
ate department, acting on the advice of her physician, resigned in August, 
1915. 

The department was without a secretary for six months, but the Branch 
secretaries of Otterbein Guild gave the heartiest co-operation and each as- 
sumed added responsibility for the work in her own Branch. Miss Elsie Hall 
was elected secretary in February, 1916, and with her characteristic energy 
and enthusiasm has given herself to the work of the department. These two 
splendid young women have spent the greater part of their time in the field 
organizing Locals, and Chapters, and strengthening the work wherever they 
have gone. Four years ago the Otterbein Guild had 203 Chapters with a 
membership of 6,497. To-day it numbers 390 Chapters with 9,580 girls en- 


rolled, a net increase during the quadrennium of 187 Chapters and 3,083 
members. 
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These Otterbein Guild girls are a strong factor in all the work of the 
Association. They are especially interested in the work for other girls and 
have been paying to the support of the schools at Velarde and Santa Cruz, 
New Mexico, the Elizabeth Kumler Miller Seminary in China, Moyamba 
Home, West Africa, and the Bible Training School in the Philippines. In 
May, 1914, Miss Blinn was given authority by the trustees to inaugurate a 
campaign to secure funds to build Miller Seminary, the money to be brought 
in on Thanksgiving Day. The Chapters were asked to hold an early morning 
service and bring their gifts. Many girls have written that this is the best 
service of the year, and the Thanksgiving praise service, with its love offering, 
has become a permanent feature of the work of the department. The offering 
in 1915 was given to the Miller Seminary Building fund and that given this 
last year was made the beginning of a fund for the building of the much- 
needed Bible Training School in the Philippines. These missionary daugh- 
ters in the Otterbein Guild have given for all purposes during the quaa- 
rennium $43,289.02. In addition to their money gifts through the Association, 
many of the Chapters have sent boxes and barrels to our missionaries in 
New Mexico. Boxes of toys have helped to make a real Christmas for these © 
Mexican boys-and girls; one Chapter sewed carpet rags and sent fifty-seven 
yards of carpet; another sent money for lighting fixtures at Santa Cruz; 
another Chapter this spring sent trees to plant an orchard at Santa Cruz. 
In all these ways these Otterbein Guild girls are bringing their offerings 
of prayer, time, and money to prove the sincerity of their love that other 
girls less favored than they may know the love of Jesus. 

The Literature Department was created in 1908. Under the efficient 
leadership of Mrs. P. O. Rhodes and Mrs. H. C. Cridland, this department has 
been growing steadily and is one of the. great factors in the education of 
our women and girls. Until the last two years, we had been carrying, very 
largely, leaflets published by other boards. We now have sixty-one leaflets 
of our own publication. We published, this last year, the pictures of the 
missionaries and maps of all our fields. ; 

As a result of the yearly campaigns, many new women and girls were 
coming into the societies to whom the work of the Association was new. To 
help give them at least a glimpse of the missionary work of the Church, 
programs outlining the work in each field were published last year, also 
leaflets telling of the work in each field, as an aid to the preparation of the 
programs. These programs and helps met a real need, and another series of 
programs has been outlined for the coming year. The receipts for the quad- 
rennium were $5,361.47. : 

The Woman’s Evangel, the only distinctly missionary magazine of our 
Church, has for thirty-five years been the link which has connected our 
women and girls at home with the missionaries on the field. Its pages have 
peen enriched from month to month with messages from these faithful 
workers. From the beginning it has paid all expenses, including the salary 
of its editor. The receipts for the quadrennium were $20,085.88. In four 
_ years the circulation has increased from 10,500 to 12,300. 

: Miss Mabel Drury, who became the editor upon the resignation of Mrs. 
3. S. Hough, closed her work as editor with this board meeting and returns 
to China, and Miss Vera B. Blinn takes up the work. 

The Thank-offering Department was created two years ago with Mrs. 
Albert Keister secretary. No other phase of our missionary work so helps us 
to realize the many blessings that come into our lives daily as this depart- 
ment, and as we recognize them and express our “thank-you’s” through our 
offering, we are brought into closer fellowship with Jesus Christ. There 
has been paid in through this department in the two years $15,829.31, which 
has been used in the education and evangelization of women and girls in 


all our mission fields. 
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The Secretary of the Young People’s Department and the trustées of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association worked out a plan of co-operation between 
the Junior Christian Endeavor societies and the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation, which has been very satisfactory. The plan for supplemental work 
including missionary stories is meeting more and more with the approval of 
the Junior superintendents. Through the Woman’s Evangel, special mission- 
ary information is being given to the children of the Church. Junior super- 
intendents are joining heartily in the plan and are using this information, 
passing it on to the Juniors. 

This last year, two special missionary lessons were prepared for the 
Juniors, one in September on the Foundling Home, Canton, China, and the 
other in April on our work in Velarde and Santa Cruz, New Mexico. At these 
meetings special free-will offerings were given by the Juniors for the Found- 
ling Home and our schools in New Mexico. These offerings were sent to the 
Branch Christian Endeavor treasurer who forwarded them to the General 
Treasurer of the Woman’s Missionary Association at Dayton, Ohio. 

It was during the perilous days of the Boxer uprising in 1900 that Dr. 
H. K. Shumaker superintended the erection of the girls’ boarding school in 
Canton, China. This two-story gray brick building occupied one corner of 
the Beth Eden compound. The school was opened on March 12, 1901, with 
seven pupils. In nine years this number had grown to fifty, and many girls 
were turned away for lack of room. 

In 1909 the name of the school was changed to the Elizabeth Kumler 
Miller Seminary in memory of Mrs. L. K. Miller, who for a quarter of a 
century, had been trustee president of the Association and editor of the 
Woman’s Evangel. All her life Mrs. Miller was especially interested in the 
education of girls, and a bequest from her became the nucleus of a fund for 
much-needed buildings for this school. Love offerings for this purpose were 
also given in memory of Mrs. Miller by societies and individuals throughout 
the Association, immediately following her death. 

In 1913, the demand for more room and better sanitary conditions be- 
came so urgent that the school was moved to Siu Lam, a city of 400,000 
without Christian schools of any sort. The only building suitable at all was 
a Chinese house, and this could be-rented for only one year. Since the Asso- 
ciation had already received funds for these buildings, it was voted to secure 
the remainder needed as speedily as possible. The buildings were completed 
in April, 1917. This school, which is, in a very peculiar sense, the child of 
the Association, now has a plant consisting of two splendid buildings, an 
administration building and a dormitory. This building also furnishes a 
home for our missionaries in charge. . 

At the General Conference four years ago, we made the following appro- 
priations: 

(a) For work in the home field, we appropriate a fifty per cent. increase 
over the total amount paid during this quadrennium, to be divided as fol- 
lows: $22,000 for current work, $4,000 for deaconess work, $1,000 to begin 
work among aliens. 

(b) For-work in our foreign fields. We will appropriate such sums at 
the beginning of each year as the trustees feel can be fully met, aiming to 
reach the average amount appropriated to foreign work before co-operation. 

(c) Should the income of the Association during the quadrennium war- 
ar it, additional appropriations shall be made to both the home and foreign 
work. 

We are glad that we have not only been able to meet our fifty per cent. 
increase in appropriation to the work in our own country, but were able 
to give $7,750 additional, making a total of $34,750. 

To the current work in Africa, China, Japan, Porto Rico, and the Philip- 
pines we gave, in 1914, $35,414.61, in 1915, $34,567.74, in 1916, $37,974.72, in 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 333 


1916, $40,810.73. While these sums look large, you will note that it was not 
until this last year we reached the goal set four years ago—to give at least 
as much toward the current work in these five fields as we had been giving 
to our work in Africa, China, and the Philippines before we federated our 
work. Had we given as much each year during the quadrennium for the 
current work in these five fields as we gave eight years ago to our three 
fields, we would have given $161,339.92 instead of $148,767.80. 

Since the bulk of the building and equipment fund being raised for the 
work abroad is almost exclusively for the fields previously maintained by 
the Woman’s Missionary Association, it has been a joy to the Association to 
assume a little part in the responsibility for securing these funds. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs, ALVA KAUFFMAN. 


THE PRESIDENT. We are all delighted with this splendid report. What 
is your pleasure? 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. I move its acceptance 
and reference to the Committee on Foreign Missions. 

Seconded. Motion adopted and the report was referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is a personal pleasure, as I preside this afternoon, 
to be permitted to introduce the one who will in a minute or two speak to 
you. Our association in college and through all these years in Christian 
activity and fellowship has enriched my heart and my life. We feel honored 
as a denomination because of the wide, conspicuous influence of the one who 
shall soon address us. I have the pleasure of introducing to you Mrs. L. R. 
Harford, who is the general president of the Woman’s Missionary Association 
and also the national president of the Young Women’s Christian Association 
of the United States of America. Mrs. L. R. Harford will now speak to you. 
[Great applause. | 

Mrs. L. R. Harford addressed the General Conference as follows: 


Brother Bishop and Brethren: 

It has been a good many years that I have been coming to the General 
Conference. While I was sitting here, I looked over the audience, and I saw 
so many new faces. I know that they are sons and daughters of people that 
I have known in other years, but I have not kept up acquaintance. I sym. 
pathize with you because of the days that you have been here, and I just 
wondered if I ought to say a word. I wish to have your attention for a few 
things I want to say. J have a paper—I don’t know how much I will use— 
whether I will use any of it or whether I will use it all. You know Mrs. 
Sarah Bernhardt has made a good many tours. I think this is “Mrs. Sarah’s 
last appearance” at the General Conference. So it is my last chance to have 
a say, and I want to have it real good—that is, a real good chance to say. 
“Now, seriously, it has been a great joy in all these years to be connected 
with the Woman’s Missionary Association, with the close fellowship with 
the ministers and officers of our Church. I guess I probably can go back 
as far as any of you in acquaintance with a great many of the men. But 
you are boys yet, and so I will address you very familiarly. Miss Blinn 
started it. She called me the mother of a thousand daughters, and out at 
Los Angeles they had heard that expression and they said I was the mother 
of a hundred thousand daughters of the Young Women’s Christian 
Association. So I am some mother, and I may talk with some little famil- 
iarity and possibly say some words that seem like scolding. You know, 
in the family, where everybody crosses you, you get cross. 

We read that Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mispeh and Shen, 
and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us.” We read, in the history of God’s people, of the setting up of stones, the 
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setting apart of days, the dedication of offerings as memorials of God’s 
presence and promises to his people. 

Having reached the eminence of forty-two years of organized activity, we 
to-day would give our testimony to those following that “hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.’’ Looking back over the way traversed, we see Many marks 
of special divine help. But I wish to call attention to three specially marked 
experiences in the growth of our work. Will you come with me to that place 
of organization, Dayton, First Church, October 21 and 22, 1875. In answer 
to a call through the Telescope, nine conferences were represented by women, 
and one sent a man to represent the women, and there were present Bishops, 
officers of the Church, missionary society, officers of the Publishing House, 
theological professors, ministers from several conferences, noble-hearted, 
liberal laymen who sat in council, helped formulate our plans, and encour- 
aged a most liberal attitude in our relation to the Church. Some of us were 
young women with life before us, inexperienced we were, but with the zeal 
and fervor of youth ready to undertake. Most were women in strong matur- 
ity, keenly awake to the new duties and responsibilities this new organization 
would bring to them. A few were mothers in Israel, whose hands were 
emptied of the earthy, upon whose brow was already the halo of the heavenly, 
and whose far-reaching faith and enlarged vision of spiritual things inspired 
the organization. Little time was consumed in business or speech-making. 
There with little to be done. The constitution had been formulated and 
published, and, with a few changes, was adopted; but there was much time 
spent in prayer. The overwhelming conviction that a great opportunity for 
service was opening, the feeling of insufficiency for it, impelled a mighty 
cry for guidance and equipment. We may yet hear oft repeated, “If thy 
presence go not with us, carry us not up hence.” No one who was there 
ever doubted the call to this service. 

From the very beginning we organized to interest the women and girls 
at home in women and children less favored. The purpose was to support 
schools and teachers where missions were established. Not long after we 
were organized, there came a call for the establishment of schools in terri- 
tory beyond the bounds of the missions in Africa, and with the urging of 
mission authorities. we began work at Rotifunk, which grew to a large 
district. 

As the years passed, giving experience and confidence, the officers of 
the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Board and the missionaries 
urged us to undertake work in new fields covering all phases of work. At 
that time the conferences paid one-half of what was contributed for missions 
to the Missionary Board and that was equally divided between foreign and 
home work. So that two-thirds of all given by the Church was used in the 
United States and one-third for work abroad. With this meager support 
from the Church and a burdensome debt, the General Board welcomed the 
help we were able to give. Again, with prayer and many misgivings, we 
sought divine guidance. It was a new departure for any women’s societies. 
If other stronger churches were not attempting it, should we? Many of 
them managed their own funds but did work only for women and children 
in established missions of their church. With the assurance that mission- 
aries and officers of the General Board would advise and help us, we re- 
sponded to the call and assumed the responsibility. Then began the system- 
atic study of the needs and the demands of God’s Word. 

The plan of organization, a stated membership fee, a Local with officers 
with duties to discharge, a program of information, inspiration, definite 
prayer, specific objects and personal study of God’s Word, all led to a thor- 
ough conviction of God’s program for the world. Loyalty to him, desire to 
obey his command, overcame the timidity and lagk of training until obstacles 
were overcome and now our women stand as the peers of any in like work, 
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Through this independent establishment of missions, erecting buildings, 
selecting and sending missionaries, collecting and administering funds, there 
came a development of ability, and with the sole responsibility, these fields 
became a part of the very life of our women. Who can measure the heart 
power as by prayer, self-denial, and personal interest in children, schools, 
teachers, missionaries supported and personally known. These faithful 
women recognize their stewardship of the manifold mercies of God and 
their responsibility to pass it on. Here we raise our Ebenezer; “hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” 

Through the thirty-four years to 1909, in addition to our first work in 
Africa, we had supported a missionary in Germany and erected a church at 
Coburg. We had established a school for Chinese as our first distinctive 
home work. Then followed the building of a church in Portland, Oregon, and 
support of a pastor. Interest in the Chinese in the United States led to the 
establishment of missions in China. 

At our silver anniversary, the offering was heartily and unanimously 
set apart for beginning work in the Philippines. At the above date, we had 
three mission fields, Africa, China, the Philippines, thirty-six missionaries, 
three physicians, sixty native workers, twenty-three organized churches and 
property valued at $98,000. Our efforts in work in the United States had not 
been so successful. It had been discontinued for want of well-defined rela- 
tions and complications not necessary to relate. The proposition to provide 
parsonages was not acceptable; so nothing more was done. 

When the separate boards were created, in 1905, we at once began to 
plan to again begin work in the United States. That expectation was 
blocked by the effort of the Home Board to organize distinct women’s soci- 
eties; though from the beginning we were organized to do home work, and 
but for our experience might have had much property in the United States. 

Just as at the beginning we were divinely led, and later, when we agreed 
to take independent fields, we were led of God, so eight years ago we were 
led in harmony with the spirit of concentration, co-operation, and federation, 
to take an advanced step, and a unique one in the history of women’s organi- 
zations. As I think of the preliminary meetings of the committee in an 
upper room of a manse in Toledo, Ohio, a few days before the Board meeting, 
I recall the anxiety and uncertainty we experienced for days as we sought 
to work out a plan of co-operation that would be acceptable to our women 
and mean larger things for the kingdom. 

We had come to the place where some of the leaders of the Church felt 
there should be a change; that the foreign missionary work of the Church 
should not be administered by two boards, and that the Woman’s Missionary 
Association should have a part in the whole missionary work of the Church. 
We sought co-operation with the General Boards of the Church: 

4. In order that greater efficiency be obtained by having all foreign 
missionary work of the Church administered by one body rather than have 
different policies and plans direct work in the same fields and in different 
fields. In short, to unify administration both for the sake of the home side 
as well as the work on the fields. . : 

2. To reach the highest is ste which can be obtained only 

4 i he judgment of both men and women. 
“4 ee he Sonor of the Church have a part in all the mission fields, 
home and foreign, and avoid over-organization and unnecessary rivalry by 
izations. 
hg in veaching this ideal, there were difficult questions to consider: 

1, There was never, in those days of counsel and prayer, a suggestion 
that we as women should have less responsibility in the fields we were oper- 
ating, but that we might continue the same jnterest in them and guarantee 
their development without retrenchment, : 
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2. There was strong opposition to relinquish any property acquired 
through the funds representing so much self-denial and sacrifice. 

3. There was the fear that the Woman’s Missionary Association would ~ 
lose identity and be only a collecting agency. 

4. Fear that we could not reach the increase of funds necessary to 
undertake home work. 

These were the four outstanding questions to consider. After much 
thought, conference, and prayer, the idea of active partnership cleared 
every question: 

1. Representation on the boards and executive committees met the ques- 
tion of continued interest and responsibility. 

2. A partnership implies a community of property. The merging of 
property of about equal valuation to that of the Foreign Board gave a strong 
self-respecting claim to interest in the whole. ; 

38. No change in the form of organization for development and expan- 
sion, insured the continuation of the Association intact. 

4. The prospect of the addition of societies of the Home Board and 
the added appeal of the needs of the homeland, were expected to meet the 
increased demand of income. 

We have had eight years of testing the co-partnership. For the most 
part it has been satisfactery. We have had but little friction or lack of 
interest in the Association, because of co-operation—not as much disturbance 
as was feared—but a hearty endorsement of all plans made by the Board. 
We appreciate the recognition our. representatives have had on the boards 
and executive committees. We are glad for the endorsement of the partner- 
ship by the missionaries. We rejoice in the interest and support of our 
young people in the deaconess work and schools and in the new field of 
Montana. 

We regret that, though the constant appeal for money for the homeland is 
made because of the stranger within our gates and the pagan and heathen 
worshipers, so little is being done to meet the need. The foreigner is in 
every city and town, and, if we would, as churches and individuals, we might 
do them good; but in very few places is anything being done. Stockton, Gal- 
ifornia, has shown the way; the appropriations made for starting such work 
have not been called for, save by Stockton. 

There is a wide-spread movement on the part of denominations to 
consider and readjust the relationships of women’s boards with general 
boards. It is a live question not only in America but in Great Britain and 
Ireland. The recommendations that I have seen embody just about what 
we have. Men and women together administer the work. There is a decided 
movement in almost all denominations towards the union of women’s home 
and foreign missionary societies in the local churches, and a strong tendency 
to include all women’s activities. 

Though our plan is an ideal one, there are some adjustments yet to be 
made to make the partnership satisfactory. Though there may be strong 
differences of opinions, there must be utter frankness and complete confi- 
dence between the parties concerned. Because of misunderstanding and 
difference of viewpoint, some unfortunate statements and comparisons have 
been printed which it has seemed in the part unwise to notice. The compar- 
ison has been between the sums of money paid to boards. In some instances 
the administrative expenses have been included, making a misrepresentation 
in the comparison. 

In merging our extensive work in China, Philippines, and Africa, it was 
the hope of the association to meet the obligation of a real partnership by 
doing as much for these fields as we had been doing independently, but not 
until the last year were we able to reach it. For work in the United States 
we made what we considered an equitable appropriation for the first quad- 
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rennium and were able to increase the amount each year. The last quad- 
rennium we appropriated a fifty per cent. increase, and again exceeded the 
amount. We have the consciousness of having dealt justly and most liberally 
with all fields. We have considered our appropriations not to boards as such, 
but have taken into account the needs of each individual field. We have 
also taken into account the many agencies in our own country contributing 
that which must be supplied by mission boards in non-Christian lands, such 
as schools of all grades, hospitals, industrial training, ete. 

We are not satisfied with present attainments, though we have perhaps 
reached the average per cent. of the women organized. Our members have 
passed from cents to dollars in giving. The average, including girls whose 
dues are less than one dollar, is over $2.00 per member. Is this not an 
example and challenge to the whole Church to come up to larger giving? 
When we consider the aggregate gifts of the Church, we must endorse 
John R. Mott when he says, “I make bold to say that the church has not yet 
seriously set itself to bring the living Christ to living men.” 

How is the Church to be aroused to that deeper and fuller life without 
which there is no possibility of Christ being made known to all the world in 
each generation? “The heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the 
Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.” 

Opportunity and means sufficient, the work halts only because the entire 
Church is not yet in full submission to His will. There must be a revival, a 
supernatural revival, throughout the churches. At our meeting just*held at 
Iola, we determined this quadrennium to test the promise of the Savior, 
“Greater works than these shall ye do.” Believing in him and depending 
upon his intercession at the right hand of the Father, we go forward to 
more fully meet his expectations in us. 

During the Civil War, women were called into larger activity in service 
for country, and at the close of the war turned to the organization of women’s 
work in the churches as an outlet for their energy. What may we expect the 
demands will be upon women in every line of service for country and God 
during this awful pall of war, and when the conflict is ended? God only 
knows. We do know that the mother-heart of our nation, as well as in the 
war-stricken nations of Europe, will be close to the heart of God. We 
believe that this great world tragedy and agony will touch womanhood and 
create a deeper channel for the transmission of power. God is seeking such 
channels. The souls who have ushered in new eras of spiritual life have 
never been content with working for God. They have made it their ideal to 
let God work through them. A scientist has figured that the farmer’s toil 
is five per cent. of the energy expended in producing the crop of wheat. The 
other ninety-five per cent. is the universe taking advantage of the chance 
which the farmer gave. Shall we do our five per cent. that God may have 
a chance to do his ninety-five per cent.? 

I am persuaded that the Church is not recognizing and using the power 
of women. She is considered a silent partner. A college woman who brought 
her church letter into one of the most highly organized congregations of her 
denomination, asked in what way she could be of use in it. The pastor 
could think of nothing except helping to serve a church supper. She had 
expected to have her executive ability and experience used in some way, 
and incidentally she had never been conspicuously successful as a caterer. 
One of the largest mission boards of our country has two women among the 
150 corporate members; not so much that they were conspicuous as mission- 
ary experts, but as college presidents. The Commission to Consider the 
Relation of Women’s Societies to the Churches, at the Edinborough Con- 
ference, had two women in the twenty-one members. A board of directors 
was being made up to conduct a school, not co-educational, but for training 
women as Christian workers. The name of a woman connected with college 
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and. professional education for more than twenty years, was suggested. “I 
had not thought of having a woman on the board,” said the gentlemanly 
principal. “About all they would be interested in, I suppose, would be pillow- 
cases.” By the way, the school was residential, and one referee on pillow- 
cases would not have been entirely redundant. These examples show the 
seneral attitude toward women. : 

There is work that can be done best in segregated groups and likely 
always will be. But is there not a place for the combined forces of men and 
women each contributing whatever of value they have in the work of the 
kingdom? The great movements for social service attract women and give 
opportunity for expression of earnest, cultured, thoughtful womanhood. The 
Young Women’s Christian Association, with its broad, far-reaching plans 
for the protection, culture, and religious training of young womanhood, gives 
opportunity for every service women may give and should more and more 
receive our support. 

I am sure the Church will best conserve the work of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association by the same attitude of confidence it has always mani- 
fested and promote its extension by hearty co-operation. [Great applause 
followed this address. ] 


THE PRESIDENT. Now, in the rendering of this program of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association, while the General Conference is in session, yet in 
rendering this program, Mrs. Harford will preside. So I have the pleasure 
of introducing Mrs. Harford, who will preside. 

Mrs. Harford then took the chair during the special exercises, which 
were as follows: 


A ladies’ quartet, consisting of Mrs. W. O. Fries, Mrs. H. C. Cridland, 
Miss Mabel Drury, and Mrs. J. B. Showers, sang a beautiful selection; after 
which Mrs. Harford introduced to the Conference Miss Mabel Drury, editor 
of the Woman’s Evangel, and Miss Elsie Hall, secretary of the Otterbein 
Guild, and Miss Dora Houskeeper, field secretary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Association. The ladies’ quartet then sang, “Sow ye for Christ.” Miss Vera 
Blinn, editor-elect of the Woman’s Evangel, addressed the General Conference 
on “Greater Things than These Shall Ye Do—Why?” Mrs. Keister, secretary 
of the Thank-offering Department, spoke to the General Conference on 
“Greater Things than These Shall Ye Do—How?” 

Mrs. Harrorp. We had expected to have a conference, but because you 
are so crowded with work and we have taken so much time, this will end our 
part of the program, and I resign to Bishop Mathews. [Applause.] 


THE PRESIDENT. The Woman’s Missionary Association of this Church 
is the-peer of any like organization in this country and throughout the world. 
[Applause.] I understand that the picture of the General Conference will be 
taken in a short time, and I presume we will have to come to a close. 

Rey..G. K. HARTMAN, of Kansas Conference. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. The motion to adjourn was adopted, and the delegates and 
friends were. requested to go at once to the west side of the church so that 
the photographer could arrange for a picture of the Conference. 

Conference stood adjournd until 7: 30 p.m. of this day. 


FOURTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


pa eres Monpay, May 14, 1917. 
The fourth day evening session of the: General Conference convened at 
7: 30 o’clock, Bishop Weekley presiding. 
THE PRESIDENT. Please come to order, and Professor Ruebush will lead 
us: in.singing “There is sunshine in my soul,” Stata ya we 
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THE PRESIDENT. Dr. J. S. Fulton and Rev. J. W. Kilbourne will each offer 
‘a brief prayer. Let us stand. 

Conference stood during these prayers, which were followed by singing, 
“There ’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus.” 

THE PRESIDENT. The Conference is now in session. There is a letter 
here, which the secretary will read, from Rev. Z. A. Colestock, D.D., who is 
now in his ninety-fourth year, and I think he has attended every annual 
conference for seventy-three or seventy-four years. He is strong in mind, 
vigorous and full of the faith and Holy Ghost. We will hear this letter. _ 

Secretary Hammack reads: (on letter-head of Quincy United Brethren 
Orphanage and Home): 


“Quincy, Pa., May 11, 1917. 
“DEAR BROTHERS: 

“A greeting to the General Conference from the advanced age of more 
than ninety-three years. I hail you all as the elect of God, that cry unto him 
night and day. I have you in my heart with the love of Jesus Christ. Again 
1 bid you all hail, and would refer you to the third chapter of Second Thessa- 
lonians as a fuller expression of my sentiments. We are expecting great 
things from this assembly for the promotion and advancement of the work 
of our Lord here upon earth. I have improving health, am enjoying the phys- 
ical comforts of life, and am happy in the Lord. 

“Your brother in Christ, 
“7, A. COLESTOCK, 
“(Per H. C. M., by his request and dictation.)” 


On motion, duly seconded, this letter was referred to the Committee on 
Correspondence with instructions to send appropriate reply. 
SECRETARY HamMack. I have another letter. [Secretary reads: ] 


“THE WICHITA YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 


“Wichita, Kansas, May 14, 1917. 
“PRESIDENT, UNITED BRETHREN GENERAL CONFERENCE, 

“First United Brethren Church: 

“Will you kindly convey to the delegates assembled the best: wishes of 
the Wichita Young Men’s Christian Association, and extend to them. the 
privileges of our association while assembled in this city. We trust that your 
entire Conference will be a great blessing to all those assembled as well as 
to our city. “Yours sincerely, 

“ED R—LMC” “E. D. RancK.” 


Tut PRESIDENT. Is there anything to say touching this letter? : 

Pror. H. H. Baisu, of Allegheny Conference. I move the communication 
be referred to the proper committee, and that thanks of the Conference be 
extended. Adopted. z ; ‘ ; 
- Tie Presipent. I believe some persons have memorials to present this 
evening. 

Rev. S. BE. Suutt, of Michigan Conference. I move that Rev. A. A. Keiser, 
246 Seward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, be appointed to bear to the General 
Conference of the Radical United Brethren in session at Kitchener, Ontario, 
the greetings of this General Conference, and to express to them by word and 
work our sincere desire that the most cordial relations possible for our 
sister denomination might be promoted between us. Adopted. 

Rev. M. S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. I have here a memorial on 
official boards: 


Resolved, That Paragraph 11, page 34, be amended so: as to read: 
| “The acts of the official boards shall be subject to approval of the 
quarterly conference; provided that, where no quarterly conferences are held, 
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the official board may perform all the functions of a quarterly conference, 
and, when united action is desirable, an official meeting of the circuit may 
be called by the pastor or by any one member from each class.” [Signed | 
M. S. Bovey, Britney Doucras. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will be referred to the Committee on Government 
of the Church. 

Rev. L. 8. Woovrurr, of California Conference. I have a memorial from 
the Committee on Sunday Schools, which will be read by Mr. James H. 
Little: 


We, the Committee on Sunday Schools, present the following memorial: 

To change Article 9, on page 98, by adding the following section, same to 
be known as “b”: 

“The Board shall appoint a conference Elementary Division Superintend- 
ent, and such others as are found necessary to promote the work of the 
Sunday schools in the conference.” 

The present section “b” will be known as “ec” and the present section “‘c” 
as “d,” and an additional section “g” added to this article, as follows: “It 
shall be allowed by the annual conference sufficient funds to perform the 
duties outlined above.” = 

On page 100, Article 3, we recommend that, after the word “pastor,” 
the following be added: 

“General superintendent, and superintendents of the elementary, the 
secondary, and the adult divisions,” making Section 1 read: “The officers 
shall be a pastor, a general superintendent, and superintendents of the ele- 
mentary, the secondary, and the adult divisions, a secretary, a treasurer, etc.” 

On page 101, under Section 2, add the following article, to be known as 5: 

“To promote the greater efficiency and to increase attendance in our 
Sunday schools, it is urged that all classes above the Junior age be organized, 
and secure their charter from our denominational General Secretary.” 

The present Article 5 shall then be known as Article 6. 

On page 215, Section 1, Article 20, Item 2, the following item is to be 
inserted: 

“Following (c) to be known as (d) ‘Junior Department’; that Inter- 
mediate Department be known as (e); the Senior Department as (f); the 
Adult Department as (g); and following (g) be added ‘Home Department’ 
to be Known as (h) and that TOTAL shall follow (Glee L 

And that between Items 3 and 4 a new item be inserted, as follows: 

“Number of organized classes.” 

That number and the ones following shall be numbered correctly. 
[Signed] Jas. H. Lirrie, Croyp C. Rose, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. This will go to the Committee on Sunday Schools. 

Mr, Lirttr. The Committee on Sunday Schools offers this. 

THE PRESIDENT. It will go back to you then. 

Rev. J. C. BreMER, of Ohio German Conference. I wish to call attention 
to a resolution which passed the Ohio German Cenference at the last session 
in Cleveland; Ohio, September 28-October 1, 1916: 


To the Honorable General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ 
Church, to be held at Wichita, Kansas, May, 1917. 

DEAR BRETHREN:—Owing to the fact that our German publication is a 
positive need for our German churches and Sunday schools, to maintain and 
extend the same, and whereas it is impossible for us to furnish the same for 
the future without an annual appropriation of five hundred dollars ($500.00), 
be it Resolved, That we earnestly request the honorable General Conference 
to again appropriate five hundred dollars ($500.00) annually out of the 
general publication treasury in Dayton, Ohio, for the next quadrennium. 
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With best wishes for a successful and a real pentecostal Conference 
session, I am, Yours truly, Rey. E. F. Wencer, Recording Secretary. 


Rey. J. C. Bremer. I wish to state, Mr. Bishop, that we have been receiv- 
ing five hundred dollars a year so far, but I got a letter from Brother 
Schaefer to-day, and he said that our publication exceeded the appropriation 
$320 a year. So we must call for some help. We cannot succeed without an 
appropriation. 

THE PRESIDENT. That will be referred to the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. ; 

Rev. J. Harmon Dutron, of Miami Conference. A resolution: 


Resolved, That it be requested by this General Conference that all secre- 
taries and general officers prepare and mail their reports to the delegates 
at least ten days before the time set for the convening of the next General 
Conference in order that proper time may be given for thorough study; and 
that the fiscal year shall close March 1 instead of April 1 in order that ample 
time be given’ to complete reports after books are closed. [Signed] J. Har- 
MON DUTTON. 


THE PRESIDENT. Do you wish that acted upon now? 

Rev. J. H. Durron. Yes, it can be acted upon now, I think. 

Dr. L. W. Stant, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Church Government. 

Seconded. Motion adopted and the resolution is so referred. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis, of Jowa Conference. I present the following from the 
Iowa State Conference: 


The Iowa State Conference desires to memorialize the General Confer- 
ence requesting that space be given on pastors’ report blanks for the report 
of the work of ladies’ aids and kindred societies upon which our Church 
depends so much for financial aid. [Signed] Iowa Stare CoNFERENCE— 
1. A. Horproox, B. P. S. Busry, B. F. Fanrz, Committee. 


THE PRESIDENT. That will go to the Committee on Judiciary. 

BE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. May I suggest that that is the third 
different committee to which a question of that .kind has been committed 
to-day?—the Committee on Temporal Economy, the Committee on Church 
Government, and the Committee on Judiciary. It seems to me these should 
go to one committee. 

Rev. J. H. Durron. The Committee on Temporal Economy had a reso- 
lution before .it, and they are ready to submit their report on that at any 
time. 

j "Tate PRESIDENT. That being so, this should go to that committee—the 
Committee on Temporal Economy. Are there any memorials? Perhaps 
this will be your last chance. 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. I have a memorial to present 
to be referred to the Committee on Sunday Schools: . 

To provide a standing committee on lesson courses of study for the 
Sunday schools: i 

A standing committee of five members shall be appointed (two of whom 
shall be the Sunday-school editor and the General Sunday-school Secretary), 
whose duty it shall be to study the matter of religious education, examine 
all proposed courses of study including those prepared by the International 
Sunday School Committee, and provide any new courses that may be deemed 
necessary to meet the reauirements of our Sunday schools. [Signed] W. O. 
Fries and R. A. POWELL. 

Rev. O. T. Drrver, of Kansas Conference. I have a memorial to go to the 
Christian Endeavor Committee: 
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We recommend the discontinuance of the use of the word “Branch” 
in connection with the conference Christian Endeavor organization, and the 
use of the term “conference union” instead. [Signed] H. M. Ampross, chair- 
man of Kansas Delegation. 


THE PRESIDENT. It will be referred to the Christian Endeavor Committee. 

Dr. J. M. Puivwipri, of Northern Illinois Conference. The name of Mr. 
Eugene Schaefer has been used on the floor of the Conference a number of 
times. He was a member of other General Conferences. I move that his 
name be referred to the Committee on Correspondence for appropriate greet- 
ings to him in his illness. c 

Seconded. Motion adopted and his name was referred. 

THE PRESIDENT, Now we will hear one of the reports. 

At this point the printed reports on term of service of members of church 
boards and board of administration were distributed to the delegates. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read. 


In order to make our various denominational boards more permanent 
and their policies more efficient, 

Resolved, 1. That members of the boards of the Church be chosen for 
eight years instead of four, one-half of each board retiring at each General 
Conference; provided that at this session all those elected shall be divided 
into two classes, one-half serving for four years and one-half for eight years; 
or, in case the board has an uneven number to be elected at this session, a 
majority of one serving for four years and the remainder eight years. 

2. That the proper committees be instructed to report such changes in 
Discipline as may be necessary to accomplish this purpose. [Signed] E. L. 
SHUEY, Chairman, I. J. Goop, Secretary, Church Government Committee. 


THE PRESIDENT. Will you adopt this report? Give us a motion. 

Rey. F. G. Rapasavuen, of West Virginia Conference. I move its adoption. 

Seconded. : 

EK. L. SHury, Chairman of Committee on Church Government. I don’t 
know that it is necessary to take any time to explain, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, the special features of those recommendations. The memorial has 
come to us in more ways than one, asking for this change. Members of 
board and secretaries particularly have frequently expressed their wish that it 
were possible to have more permanency in the character of our boards. The 
committee took counsel with a number of those who ought to know the 
Discipline and the law of the land thoroughly, and they are satisfied that 
this recommendation is practicable and possible under the laws of the State 
as well as under our Discipline. They believe that it is a good thing and 
the committee recommends its passage. 

Dr. J. M. Puitirrr. I think this is an excellent thing, Mr. Chairman, 
in the membership of any board. I would call attention to the Otterbein 
Home Board, in which it was provided for an election in three classes in 
place of two. I presume that this would not interfere with that. I presume 
that this is to apply to boards that have been elected all at one time. 

EK. L. SHury. Yes, it refers to those elected all at one time, and would 
not interfere with that board. We are aiming at just what you have for the 
Otterbein Home Board. ; 

Dr. J. S. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. I simply rise to ask as to 
whether or not this is in harmony with the various articles of incorporation 
of the several boards as they are incorporated. 

THE PRESIDENT. Professor Shuey, have you locked that up to see whether 
this is in harmony with the articles of incorporation of the various boards? 

HE. L. SHury. I have not had opportunity to look that up. I have asked 
a number of persons on different boards, and the answer is that there is no 
objection to be seen. The fact that our Discipline provides a method of 
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election of all these boards and we would change this method, and change 
the composition from time to time, would indicate that there would be no 
objection from that standpoint. 

Doctor Futton. I am perfectly satisfied with it, if it does not interfere, 
and if there is a board in whose articles of incorporation the time is fixed 
for the election and manner of election of their boards of trustees, exception 
ought to be made in such case as that. 

Hon. R. H. Bennett, of Kansas Conference. I have the charters of four 
of the six boards in my pocket, and I discover no limitations in any of them 
that would be interfered with by that provision. There are other things 
in the Discipline that would probably interfere with the charter provisions, 
but this doesn’t seem to, for it does not fix the time when these directors 
shall be chosen nor the limit of their term. 

Doctor PuHILLiPpPI1. Couldn’t this report carry with it instructions to 
amend any charters interfered with in case it were necessary? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wouldn’t that have to be done anyway? 

Docror PuHituierl. Not unless the charter prohibited it. 

J. H. Lirrte. Doesn’t Section 2 of this resolution cover that, that the 
proper committees be instructed to report proper changes? 

Doctor PuHitiier!1. That would not cover the charter, if there should be 
a@ case. 

A. H. Laucusaum, of Sandusky Conference. Suppose we adopt the pro- 
visions of this paper and it should be discovered that this could not hold. 
It could be provided for four years hence by re-electing the party, could it not? 

THE PRESIDENT. Evidently it would not conflict with the present quad- 
rennium. 

Doctor PHILLIPPI. It would if it called for an annual election. 

Voices. Question, question. 

THE PRESIDENT. All in favor of the adoption of the report will indicate 
by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. The report is adopted. The first 
piece of legislation went through without an amendment! 

BH. L. SuHury. May I raise this question, and ask the chairman to rule 
if this has been in the possession of the Conference for a full day? One of 
our rules is that any action which requires. a change in the Discipline—and 
this does—cannot be acted upon until it has been in the hands of the Con- 
ference for a day. 

Tur Presmpent. Are there any objections? 

Dr. H. E. Mitier, of East Pennsylvania Conference. We have been spend- 
ing time all morning, and we ought to have this in our hands one day before 
we vote. 

THE PRESIDENT. There are objections. 

Dr. L. W. Strant. A question for information: Have the rules been 
suspended, or are we doing business under our rules? 

Tre Presmpent. If there are objections, you will have to suspend the 
rules, if you act in this case. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended. 

Seconded, and the rules were suspended. 

The secretary then read the report of the Committee on Church Govern- 
ment, entitled 


BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION. 
We recommend that the Commission on Finance be abolished, and that, 
in its stead, there be created a Board of Administration, consisting of the 
Bishops, e#-officio, and one minister and one layman from each Bishop’s 
district in the United States to be elected by the General Conference. 
The duties of this Board shall be: 
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1. Those assigned by the Discipline (Chapter 15) to the present Com- 
mission on Finance. ; 

2. To direct a four years’ campaign for church goals as may be deter- 
mined by the General Conference. 

38. To direct the auditing of all accounts of all departments of the 
Chureh, with a view to securing such uniformity of method and complete- 
ness of form as shall be most efficient and shall give to the Church the 
information most needed. 

4. To be the co-ordinating body for the entire denomination, acting with 
the Bishops in securing harmony and efficiency in the plans of all Church — 
departments. In exercising this function, it shal] have an advisory relation 
to all departments as to business methods and plans. 

5. To recommend to succeeding General Conferences such changes in 
our Discipline and plans of organization and such methods of co-operation 
as it believes will increase the efficiency and co-ordinate the work of the 
entire Church. [Signed] H. L. SHury, Chairman, I. J. Goop, Secretary. 


Dr. L. C. WeimrErR, of Miami Conference. I move this report be adopted. 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the report be adopted. 
You will read it item by item. Now, if you have any changes to make when 
you hear the first item read, present them. Otherwise, the secretary will 
pass on. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


We recommend that the Commission on Finance be abolished, and that, 
in its stead, there be created a Board of Administration, consisting of the 
Bishops ew-officio, and one minister and one layman from each Bishop’s 
district in the United States to be elected by the General Conference. 


KE. L. SHury, of Miami Conference. It seems to me that this is unim- 
portant. It seems to me that it is only fair that our committee explain a 
little of what is in mind. Not only in memorials, but in conversation gen- 
erally, there have come to us several suggestions of how we can work to- 
gether better than we have been doing, and this request is a growth. It 
started with one or two suggestions, and others have been added, with the 
single purpose of accomplishing the one result of leading us as a Church to 
work together in all our departments, better than we have been able to do 
any time in the past. The idea of a Board of Administration is very much 
the idea which every business man here knows, and it is gaining everywhere 
in every business concern—that of working together in one body or group 
of men, who shall look over the whole business constantly and make sueg- 
gestions to the various departments. It means efficiency; it means economy, 
perhaps not in spending less money, but in getting better results for the 
money we spend. In means economy, not only because it will save us from 
cross-purposes in many cases, but it means unity in methods of bookkeeping 
which we do not have, as the secretaries now say, and thus save ourselves 
energy which can otherwise be better expended. Jn general, that is the idea 
of the recommendation. On the third item presented, one other matter, I ought 
to suggest a second point, because I want to speak in general on this. The 
second point is perhaps assuming a little in advance. It was the result of a 
conference between the representatives of this committee and the Four-year 
Program Committee, and perhaps should be held. until their report is in, so 
far as that is concerned; but as to the third suggestion, numerous methods 
of arranging this Board were suggested, but the one presented seemed to 
the members of the committee to be that which reached the purpose best; the 
Bishops with their knowledge of the whole work of the Church; the minister 
and layman from each Bishop’s district, who would understand all of the 
details of their own part of the country, and at the same time have a view 
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of the Church as a whole which would give us lay representation and min-. 
isterial representation in planning for the big things and for the leadership 
of the work of the whole Church. 

THE PRESIDENT. If there are no changes to suggest in this part, the secre- 
tary will read the next. _ 

Rey. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. May I ask the committee as to 
whether this is intended to take the place of the Board of Trustees of the 
Publishing House and other boards, and that they are to take the auditing 
of all these departments? 

E. L. SHury. This doesn’t take the place of any board of trustees, or any 
board of any kind. The idea of the third and fourth items is to bring a 
uniform system of accounting which we don’t have now, except the Church 
Treasurer has it, a uniform system of bookkeeping and record-keeping in 
the various departments. That is the idea in the auditing. The fourth 
is to bring together at one time, and under the various departments in con- 
sultation as to how best and when best to do their work. May I illustrate 
item four? Suppose this plan that is proposed for the coming four years, 
with three or four different periods for church work in various departments, 
all the departments should begin to work, each in its own way. The very 
first thing will be a clash; but with such a body as this, all these depart- 
ments can be brought together, and, as this has a single goal, plan for the 
four years’ goal; there will be harmony and efficiency, multiplied efficiency. 
So this does not take the place of any organization we have, except in name 
and form and organization. It becomes a substitute for the Commission on 
Finance. 

Dr. L. W. Staunu. I want to ask for a little information. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. 

Docror SrauL. It seems to me that what is suggested by Brother Shuey 
is to bring about harmony—a Board of Administration. Do you intend that 
they shall have power to dictate to the Boards? 

BE. L. Suvury. Please read the last part of the fourth division: “In exer- 
cising this function, it shall have an advisory relation to all departments as 
to business methods and plans.” Y 

J. H. Litrte. When would this Board of Administration be supposed to 
meet? } ? 
BE. L. Suvury, That is for the Board to determine; in the mind of the 
committee, it was felt that perhaps they would not need to meet more than 
once or twice in a quadrennium. It may require a little more at the begin- 
ning. A large part can be done through special committees and through 
correspondence. 

Rev. H. R. Hess. While on the flsor, please tell us who shall pay the bill? 

B. L. Shuey. Chapter 15 carries with it the same idea. The committee 
felt there should be a number of things of detail added. We think the gen- 
eral principles should be determined. If you throw it out, then you won't 
have to consider it further. If you carry it, the committee will try to work 
it out in further detail. 

JupGe WALTER Brewer, of Lower Wabash Conference. I understand this 
is a report from this committee. Is there a motion to adopt this report, or 
is the motion that the Commission on Finance be abolished? As I under- 
stand the motion, there is nothing before this body except the recommenda- 
tion on behalf of this committee. Am I correct? 

BE. L. Suury. The motion was that the report be adopted. 

Jupcre Brewer. Then, Mr. Chairman, further, what effect would that 
have upon the things proposed in this resolution, unless there is a motion 
to adopt them into the law of the Church? i 

Tun PRESIDENT. That is what they are doing now. They have made a 
motion to adopt this. This is a report coming from the committee regularly, 
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JUDGE BREWER. My question is as to whether or not it was the view of 
the chair and the gentleman who looked into it, whether this is a motion 
to adopt the report, and if adopted, it would be a part of the law of the 
Church? 

THE PRESIDENT. It certainly would. ; 

Rev. J. H. Harris, of Southeast Ohio Conference. This comes pretty 
sudden. As a pastor I would like to know how this is to be worked out. 
We thought we had a panacea for all ills in the Commission on Finance in 
the last General Conference, and we tried to adapt ourselves to it. So far 
as our own congregation is concerned, I think we received great benefit 
from it, and thought we would desire to carry on “an every-member canvass,” 
and wrote to our general secretary of finance and received very great help. 
Now, I should like to know what is involved in this. If we are to bring 
a layman and minister from each Bishop’s district, how are we to know 
that they will have the same intelligence as the present Commission on 
Finance? I am asking for information simply. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz, Pennsylvania Conference. The general plan of the 
Commission on Finance would be to change this to the Board of Adminis- 
tration; the work is just the same, as you will notice here in Chapter 15 
cf the Discipline. It would not entail any change whatever. 

PRESIDENT W. G. CLIpPINGER, of East Ohio Conference. As a member of 
the Four Years’ Goal Committee, I might speak for it in anticipation of its 
report, that when we came to the question of the plans under consideration 
we were at a loss how to work it out, and this seemed to be a happy solution 
of the problem, that there should be such a committee as this. It will take 
a tremendous amount of energy and planning to place these things before 
the Church, and these things should be correlated, and such a Board will 
be able to do that, it seems to me, in splendid fashion. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. There are about three things in this that I think need 
special consideration. The first of all is with reference to the manner of 
making up this board. I don’t care to talk about that to-night especially. 
Second, in Article 5, as I understand the ruling of the Senior Bishop, one 
General Conference can enact nothing that shall have to do in binding a 
future General Conference, or that shall have to do with a succeeding Gen- 
eral Conference; but the principal thing to which I- call your attention is 
No. 2, to direct a four years’ campaign for church goal as may be determined 
by the General Conference. I think that this cannot be possible until we have 
that goal before us. If we constitute such a committee, we do so without 
having a clear conception as to its real function and scope, and therefore, 
Mr. Bishop, I move that this report go to the table until the report of the 
Four Years’ Goal comes before us. 

Seconded. 

THE PresipenT. As many as favor the tabling will stand and be counted. 
{One hundred and twelve stand.] Those opposed will stand. [Seventy-two 
stand. ] 

THE PRESIDENT. It is tabled. 

Secretary Hammack then read a letter from the Commission on Inter- 
Church Federation of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, requesting the appointment of from five to ten delegates to partici- 
pate in a congress to be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 1 to 4, 
1917. [This letter is not given here, as it was not returned to the secretaries 
from the committee.] 

Frep P. Gris, of Michigan Conference. I move this be referred to the 
Committee on Church Federation. Adopted. 

Dr. J. B. Connett, of Lower Wabash Conference. The Committee on 
Delegates’ Expenses have their report ready, if you care for it this evening 
at any time before you adjourn. A number of delegates are asking how 
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to make out their bills. It might be well to pass on that report before you 
adjourn. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hear it? 

Voices. Hear, hear! 

Doctor ConNETT. The secretary will read. 

J. B. Warr, secretary. We, your Committee on Expenses of Delegates, 
report as follows: a 


We recommend that the Treasurer be instructed to pay: (a) The ex- 
penses of the general officers, delegates from foreign conferences, and from 
conferences in the United States to the General Conference, as follows: first, 
expenses of general officers in full; second, expenses of foreign mission dele- 
gates from point of travel within the United States and return to same 
point; third, expenses of delegates, carfare, round trip, direct route, including 
sleeper if used. (b) Actual expenses for meals on trip going and returning; 
return meals to be estimated on meals coming to Conference. (c) On ex- 
penses at Wichita, each delegate will be allowed two dollars per day from 
date of arrival up to and including Monday, May 21, for room and boarding, 
‘out of which you will retain $1.05 for meals, and out of the remainder you 
will pay room rent,.and return the surplus of said ninety-five cents, if any 
remaining, after the payment of such room rent, with a receipt for such 
payment for room, to Rev. C. E. Heisel at the cash register in the dining 
hall, provided where delegates leave before the date mentioned, payment of 
expenses at Wichita shall be made only to date of departure. (d) Each gen- 
eral officer, missionary, and delegate to furnish a signed statement of his 
expenses as above provided, to the committee for its approval to be certified 
to the treasurer for payment. Very respectfully submitted, J. B. CoNnNeETT, 
Chairman, J. B. Ware, Secretary. 


Rey. W. L. Duncan, of Lower Wabash Cenference. I move to adopt the 
report. 

Seconded. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. Just a word: There are some of us that were 
placed at hotels with the understanding that when we were assigned there, 
we had nothing whatever to do, that it was a special arrangement with the 
local committee for the rent. Now, it is recommended that we settle at the 
hotel, when the iandlord tells us we have nothing to do with that, that that 
is to be done by the local committee. How are we to do that? 

Doctor ConNETT. The pastor will see the persons and arrange with 
them where they are to make payment. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. At the hotel? 

Docror CONNET?Y. Yes. 

Rev. J. C. Warner, of West Virginia Conference. On coming to Wichita, 
we paid no attention to what it cost us to live. We haven’t taken account 
of our expenses for meals and we have overpaid some days over one dollar; 
other days it may not have reached that sum; but in that report we are to 
return, if we have not expended the $2.05, we are to return the ninety-five 
cents. 

Tur Prestent. Are you ready to vote? 

Presipent M. O. McLaucuiin, of Nebraska Conference. I am somewhat 
of a democrat. I don’t quite see the fairness in proposing to pay the ex- 
penses of the general officers of the Church, who receive more salaries than 
any of us, at the highest-priced hotel in town, and pay their expenses in full, 
and only pay part of other delegates’ expenses. {Great applause. ] 

G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. Can we have that read? 

Tym PRESIDENT. What do you wish read, Brother Lambert? 

G. A. Lampert. The whole thing. 

The secretary re-reads the report. 
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Rey. H. R. Hess. Mr. Bishop, I want to say a word. I am about as old 
as the general officers of this Church, and if you pay me two dollars, pay 
them two dollars; and it is just as fair for one as it is for the other. 

Dr. J. S. KenpAty. I second the amendment. 

PRESIDENT. M. O. McLaueuuin. Is there anything before the house? 

THE PRESIDENT. There is an amendment before the house that all be 
paid alike. [Voices, Question, question! | 

Doctor Connerr. Just a word, please. If I receive two dollars for my 
entertainment here and then had to pay out that much, I don’t want some- 
thing for nothing. The other delegates may do as they please, and that was 
simply to put us on our honor. You can keep the surplus money if you 
want to, or turn it in if you please. 

Rey. H. R. Hess. I made the amendment that they talk about, and I want 
to explain. It will cost some of us more than two dollars a day. We mean 
to pay all above two dollars ourselves, and others likewise, but I want these 
Bishops and these general officers to be paid just the same as I am paid. 
I am about as old as they are. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. As many as favor the amendment will show the hand. 
Opposed by like sign. I believe it prevails. 

Rey. F. M. TEesTermMaAn, of Kansas Conference. You cannot vote on the 
amendment. The original motion has not been up at all. 

Dr. ,-W. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. The. original motion on the 
adoption of the report is before us. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote on the report as amended? 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. I would like to ask for information in regard to refund- 
ing any surplus that may be left over by securing a cheaper room after 
taking out $1.05? What will those delegates do» who don’t have their board 
within the compass of $1.05? Are they expected to pay that extra amount 
out of their own pockets, and then refund to this local church here whatever 
they have been able to save, or expect to save, themselves by securing a 
room cheaper than one dollar? 

D. H. CouNnsELLEr, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to ask a ques- 
tion right here. Before I left home, I made that contract with Mr. Inman, 
supposing the Church had given him authority to do so. Now, when J came 
here, I went to him and made a contract in full. I received $1.05 and he 
settled for my room. I made that bargain with him. Now, if you do what 
you are proposing to do here, I cannot settle for that room. I made no 
contract with that lady. I haven’t said a word to her about what the room 
was to be. Mr. Inman attended to that. Now, then, you compel me to go 
back on my contract with Mr. Inman if I do what you vote for us to 
do, and I am at a loss. I don’t like to go back on my contract. I would like 
to do what I agree to do. 

E. S. Neupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I would like to have the 
latter part of that read in regard to refunding, and then I would like to say 
something in regard to it. : 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. I will have to read the whole item. [Reads item 
beginning, “Each delegate will be allowed two dollars per day,” etc.] 

E. S. Nevupine. Now, Mr. Chairman, I want to say, in regard to that 
report, we cannot make out our expense account and turn in an expense 
account until we have that receipt, and if we do that we will have to wait 
here until Monday and get our receipt before we can turn in our bill; and 
I move that the part pertaining to turning in the receipt be eliminated, if 
I can get a second. 

Seconded. 

Ds. J. EH. SHannon, of White River Conference, {| would move to amend 
the amendment, Mr, Chairman, that the expression following the statement 
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that the delegates to this General Conference are to receive two dollars a day 
be stricken out. 

The amendment to the amendment is seconded. 

Doctor SHANNON. It is no business of any one what the man does with 
that. There is to be allowed two dollars a day, and it is our business what 
we do with it. [Applause.] 

Tue PresIpENT. I will put the question. The question is on the amend- 
ment of Doctor Shannon. As many as favor the amendment to the amend- . 
ment will show the hand. Opposed show the hand. That is adopted. As. 
many as favor the amendment as amended will please show the hand. 

[ Voices, Read the amendment. | 

THE PRESIDENT. Please state the amendment, Doctor Shannon. 

BisHop Betu. Let the secretary read. 

Srcrerary Lyter. “Each delegate will be allowed two dollars per day 
from the date of arrival up to and including Monday, May 21, for room and 
boarding, providing where delegates leave before date mentioned payment of 
expenses at Wichita shall be made only to date of departure.” 

Docror SHANNON. That is it as amended. 

SEcRETARY LytTEeR. That is the amendment as amended. 

Tarr PRESIDENT. Those opposed will stand. 

Rev. A. J. Securist, of the Virginia Conference. I am sure the members 
don’t understand what they are voting on. Will the secretary read again? 

[Secretary Lyter read the portion referred to, again. ] 

BisHor BELL. Will the General Conference permit this suggestion? Had 
we not best, by unanimous consent, let our committee work on this problem 
once more? I beseech you that we be unanimous and let the committee have 
one more effort at adjusting this matter. Let’s all agree to it. Are you all 
agreed? [Voices, Agreed, agreed! ] 

Dr. J. S. Futron. I move that we do now adjourn. 


Seconded. : 
Dr. J. B. Connett. I would like to ask the Bishop to make that Com- 


mittee on Delegates’ Expenses full. 
Bisuor MaruEews. I announce for the Board:of Bishops that G. A. Lam- 
bert and Dr. W. R. Funk will serve on that Committee of Delegates’ Expenses. 
THe Presipenr. Let us stand and Brother Chapman will pronounce the 


benediction. ; 
Tur Presipent. Conference stands adjourned until to-morrow morning 


at 8: 30 o’clock. 





FIFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


TUESDAY, May 15, 1917. 
The fifth day, morning session, of the General Conference convened at 

8: 30 o’clock, Bishop Bell presiding. é 
8 Bishop Fout led the devotions. Prayer was offered by Brother Klinger 

and Brother Ayres. 

ur. Dear friends, there are twenty-cne minutes remaining for 
Let us make the. best of these moments. I prefer to occupy 
‘and then I am going to ask a friend present to occupy these 
oted to this service. I want to think with you 
i ile this morning on prayer as the greatest unused power in the 
Red te John 16: 23, 24, appears one of the prayer-charters of Jesus: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, If ye shall ask anything of the Father he will give it 
you in my name. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye 


 ghall receive, that your joy may be made full.” 


BisHor Fo 
this service. 
fifteen minutes, 
five remaining minutes dev 
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We cannot understand the philosophy of prayer. If one should study 
for an age, he could not explain to the last analysis the source of the spirit — 
of prayer or the prompting to prayer; nor could he quite explain how prayer 
operates in God’s government, nor how prayer results so marvelously. But 
who can tell us that there is not a wonderful power in prayer? If we cannot 
give it rank in philosophy, still we can know its effects. It is very much 
more to us to know that the light is shining than to know the philosophy 
of light. It is very much more important to us to know that God does 
answer prayer than to know just how he does it. Foolish indeed the indi- 
vidual who would wear away his teeth upon the bark of the tree endeavoring 
to determine how it produces the fruit before he is willing to eat of the 
fruit and live. 

Heaven only knows how much of their time the men who have moved 
the world for God and who have been the real leaders in kingdom extension 
spent in prayer. The source of the power of any spiritual movement is God, 
and the energies of God are released in answer to prayer. It is said that 
Baxter stained his study walls with praying breath. Luther said, “I have so 
much to do that I cannot get on without three hours a day of praying.” 
John Knox grasped in his arm of faith all Scotland, and went before God 
in prevailing prayer, and won the victory. Through prayer Charles G. Finney 
was clothed with a power that shook the churches of America and sent a 
thrill through ‘all Christendom. George Mueller received and disbursed over 
seven million dollars without formally or directly appealing to men. The 
gifts were definite answers to prayer. Jonathan Edwards said of David 
Brainerd, “Among all the many days he spent in secret prayer and fasting, 
of which he gives an account in his diary, there is scarcely an instance of 
one which was not either attended or followed by apparent results.” The 
great revivals of Finney, Whitefield, and Moody were preceded by days and 
nights of intercession. ¥ 

The power of prayer is strikingly illustrated in the wonderful achieve- 
ments of the early Christians. The Acts of the Apostles is very largely a 
history of definite answers to prayer. They ushered in Pentecost by prayer. 
When the time came to send forth laborers, the church was called together 
for prayer. Jesus Christ was profoundly impressed with the greatness of the 
task before the church and with the paucity of workers. He was familiar 
with our problem of securing workers. Here is his solution: “Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest that he would thrust forth labourers into his 
harvest.” It is a summons to prayer. It never ceases to move one with 
wonder and awe that the omnipotent and omniscient God should have con- 
ditioned a matter so vital upon the church’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness 
in prayer. 

The great foreign missionary enterprise of the early church which ecar- 
ried forward the work so rapidly in the Roman Empire, began in prayer. It 
is the secret of the triumphs of the church in all the Christian centuries. 
The unseen presence and power of the ascended Lord is the one all-sufficient 
explanation of the wonders in the Book of Acts, and the manifestations of 
his presence and power were in every instance the result of prayer. It might 
be called the “Acts of the Glorified Christ in Answer to Prayer.” The mis- 
sionary evangelists of this book are neither eloquent nor learned. The only 
weapon placed in their hands was the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. 
With this they go forth to an immediate conquest of the nations for their 
Lord. Philip, Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Paul—here is a list of world-con- 
querors to match with Cyrus, Alexander, Cesar, and Napoleon. They con- 
quered without armies and bloodshed by the presence of the Spirit and the 
power of the truth made effective through prayer. 

The modern missionary movement had its origin in prayer. 


: ate It was 
prayer that raised Williams College to the distinction of being the bir 


thplace = 
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of American missions. The haystack prayer meeting was made possible by 
the revival of religion which characterized the closing years of the eighteenth 
century. During that century, when such men as Hume, Bolingbroke, and 
Gibbon ruled English society, and Voltaire and Rousseau were prominent in 
France, and Frederick the Great was the controlling spirit in Germany, in 
that dark day when it was said that England was relapsing into heathenism 
and that religion was dying out in Europe and America, God raised up 
Whitefield, Edwards, and the Wesleys. First, the Scotch church appointed 
a day of fasting and prayer, and in 1747 Jonathan Edwards called the whole 
civilized world to prayer for a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit. That 
call thrilled around the world, and ushered in a revival epoch unprecedented 
in the history of the church. 

In 1886, a students’ conference was held on Mount Hermon in Massa- 
chusetts. Two hundred and fifty-one were present. Four weeks were spent 
in Bible-study and prayer. It was not a missionary conference, but there 
were a few people who prayed earnestly and definitely that that conference 
might be the beginning of a student missionary uprising. Before the meet- 
‘ing closed, one hundred out of the two hundred and fifty-one volunteered to 
give themselves for service on the foreign field. The movement soon assumed 
organized form as the “Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions.” 
It has since been transplanted to every nation in Christendom. 

Oh, beloved, the place where prayer is wont to be made, is the most 
dynamic power-plant on this earth. Here swing, in tireless though not 
effortless precision and control, the dynamics that draw from the atmos- 
phere of God the power which may be transmitted to the race of man and 
minister to its necessities. The revival that our age needs is a revival that 
will restore to the church the almost world-wide forgotten secret of prevail- 
ing prayer. Prayer is the greatest unused power in the world. Think of the 
blessings that we are withholding, not only from ourselves, but also from 
our churches, from our missionaries, and from our mission fields, by failing 
to use this power. Hear again the words of Jesus: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, If ye shall ask anything of the Father, he will give it you in my name. 
Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name: ask and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be made full.” I would like to suggest a prayer-league for the 
new quadrennium enlisting thousands of our people in a covenant to pray 
daily for the same great purposes. It is absolutely essential to the carrying 

i ram. 
er ee Pai, standing on the mountain-top of prayer, in his letter to 
the Ephesians, which is the Switzerland of the Bible, surveys the wonders 
of God’s grace and exclaims, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that work- 
eth in us, unto him be soe in the church by Jesus Christ throughout all 
i : men. 
Se init Dr yea Pierson asks the church to observe the stages of 
this sevenfold ascent: “Able to do”—that is the basis of all-—simply a declara- 
tion of the general ability of God to answer prayer, what we ask —that is 
the first stage; “all that we ask’”—that is the second; What we think’— 
that is the third; “all that we think”’—that is the fourth; “above all that we 
ask or think”—that is the fifth; “abundantly above all that we ask or think” 
—that is the sixth; “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think”— 
that is the seventh. It is a marvelous revelation concerning prayer, and the 
wonder is that any disciple of Jesus Christ can take up a passage of Scrip- 
ture like that and ever be prayerless, or lose faith or confidence in prayer, 
or leave so mighty a power unused in his own personal life, and in the 


_ agencies of the work of the Church. 
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Following the address, Bishop Fout introduced A. LaVerne Spafford, 
secretary of the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor of the State ~ 
of Michigan, who related the story of the healing of his brother. 

BisHor Four. The brother is now pastor of one of our large churches 
in Ohio. 

THE PRESIDENT. The journal of yesterday’s proceedings will now be read. 

Secretary Lyter read the minutes of the sessions of yesterday. 

After a few corrections, the minutes were approved. t 

BisHor MatueEws. Professor Baish will take the place of Doctor Funk, 
who cannot serve, on the special Committee on Delegates’ Expenses. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you suffer just a word or two before calling for 
some things that will inevitably come up this morning? It must have 
occurred to you all last night that, in such a deliberative body as this, by 
studying the psychology of our own assemblage, men act individually and 
collectively. They act in a social capacity and they act in an isolated 
capacity. The denomination brought us together on the supposition that, 
when we commenced to act as a collective agency for the entire denomina- 
tion, they were to make us their guests; that we were to do its work at the 
expense of the Church. In other words, it became the joy of our great 
denomination, on account of the dignity of its work and of its Christian 
disposition and hospitality, it became the joy and pleasure of our great 
denomination to make us their guests from the time we left our homes until 
we shall have returned; that is because the denomination wanted to extend 
that hospitality to us. 

Now, when we reached our point of contact and assemblage, we raised 
the question, as the committee report last night precipitated it, as to what- 
distribution shall be made of the funds which the Church hag placed at our 
disposal for the extending of this hospitality to those who make up this col- 
lective body. You wrestled last night with the question as to whether this 
General Conference, when it assembled, should receive this fund in its distri- 
bution upon what somebody was pleased to call the extreme principle of 
democracy, and we started out with a little embarrassment and a little 
change in our declaration from what the committee had made at that point. 

You will observe that the proposition of the Church was to make this 
official body its guests and to extend hospitality to them upon this occasion. 
It so occurs that, by agreed and accepted usage in all such bodies in the 
United States, its general officers are allowed general and specific provisions 
for their entertainment from the fact that they need, for purposes of effi- 
ciency and frequent conference that will arise in any such meeting, to be in 
close proximity to each other rather than scattered about over the area of 
a large city. So, the locating of our Bishops and general officers in hotels 
is not a test of our democracy at.all. It is simply the expression of the 
Church’s conviction and conformity to the view accepted and traditionally 
used by such conferences, that its official body shall have headquarters in 
some convenient point of access, and that that entertainment shall be on a 
parity that will represent the dignity of the organization back of them and 
will enable them to receive the guests of the General Conference in a befitting 
way, and will be able, because of their being given their entertainment in 
proximity, to handle the occasion efficiently. 

Now, we wish, as Bishops and General Conference officers, that you will 
please consider that there is not test of our democracy involved from the 
fact that a few of us are in some hotel and dining at the same tables. Re- 
member that your Bishops and general officers refuse to be classified as 
undemocratic [applause], because this happens to be true, and I don’t think 
you believe we are undemocratic because that happens to be true. 

Now, then, notice another thing. The denomination has really provided 
by its democratic law for full payment of the Bishops and General Confer- : 
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ence officers that are here—do you know that? We are members of boards 
that have assembled here. These boards have authority to provide for the 
expenses incurred in coming and going. So that your committee, really, in 
making its report as it did, simply acted under the legislation of the Church 
and made it possible for you to give the hospitality of the denomination to 
your Bishops and to your general officers—that is all. That was not a test 
of our democracy. } 

And then, I should like to have you notice another thing, and that is, 
that inasmuch as the denomination proposes to make us her guests, return 
us to our homes at her expense, our whole question after all is to proceed in 
a dignified way to use that hospitality, accept it and distribute it, not with 
reference to wasting it, not with reference to autocratic methods of one over 
another, but with reference to the whole service of the whole Church and 
with the distinct understanding that our test of democracy comes in this 
fact: that any man within the recognition of this chair to-day has an open 
opportunity to become its highest official by the supreme sovereignty of the 
men and women that represent the United Brethren Church. [Applause.] 
Now, in that sense, we are democratic, and that is the test. Whenever any 
of you have votes enough, you can have my place. [Applause.] And the 
only reason why any of us are in official position to-day is because we repre- 
sent your dignity and carry forward in some measure your honor. We are 
trustees of your courtesy, and we are servants by your prerogative. So let 
us think clearly and strongly and consistently and splendidly and apprecia- 
tively and honorably with regard to the whole proposition. 

For myself, I received a wonderful stimulus some years ago when I came 
to examine that strange and remarkable twelfth chapter of Romans, in which 

Saint Paul says, “not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think’; and I got to digging around in there, and I found out that it really 
said, “Let him think until he thinks.” So there are always a lot of us that 
need to be reminded that. “we have another think coming” [laughter], and 
that we are always exposed to superficial thinking. 

You know, it is one nature of a collective assembly that it may do either 
what is very much less noble than if we were acting in the responsibilities 
of an isolated individual, or it may be more tremendously noble and inspiring 
and exalted than any individual would have been able to be if he were 
acting individually. A crowd always exposes in its action either what is 
supremely splendid in human achievement or what is the reverse of it. 
Yesterday the great Congress of the United States compromised itself by an 
action which does not represent this congress. It went to work last night 
and backed up on the question of stepping the manufacture of alcoholic 
liquors while this war is on. Ligede A : 

Now, | insist, gentlemen, that our denomination needs, this morning, 
when acting in this collective way, to move carefully, deliberately, with 
caution, with dignity, with thoughtfulness, so that we shall leave the great 
honor of our denomination untarnished and undiminished and undimmed 
when we are through with it and have passed it on to the custody of another. 
Eee a wonderful trusteeship. The honor of our denomination is 
entrusted to each man and woman of us, and let us so dignifiedly and splen- 
didly conduct this legislative body in such an admirable way that, after 
we have adjourned and our administrative forces are all at work, then your 
Bishops can go out and carry out your laws and we can all unite our 
energies for carrying forward our great program. ; 

‘As I arose this morning and prayed to God, I felt moved to give you 
this little bit of my own reflection and this little bit of my own concern. 
And so I bespeak for us to-day an added care that we may move carefully 
and deliberately and thoughtfully and that we shall understand ourselves 
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as we go and not be compelled to back up, but that we should go consistently 
and safely, without backing up. 


Now, I think we will proceed under the usual call and find out if there 


be any other memorials that ought to come before the denomination in this 
General Conference this morning. 
SECRETARY LyTER. Here is a memorial: 


To authorize the Committee on Foreign Missions to make such changes 
in the constitution of the Foreign Missionary Society as shall eliminate 
obsolete matter and more perfectly define the functions of the society, the 
General Secretary, missionaries, and the mission council on the field. 
[Signed] H. W. Wippors, H. M. AMBROSE. 


THE PRESIDENT. It is referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions. 
Will you have, then, the usual roll call at this time? Proceed with the 
roll call of conferences. 

Secretary Hammack called the roll of conferences to Iowa State Con- 
ference. : 

J. H. OWEN. Memorial from the Iowa State Conference. 


Change the Name of Conference—That the name of the conference be 
changed from “Iowa State Conference” to “Iowa Conference.’ [Signed] 
J.C. H. Ligut, WM. F. Cronk, J. H. YAccy, E. W. Curtis, FRANK WILKINS, 
J. H. Owen, D. W. BoveEr. 


Pror. MARK KeprreL. If the chair please, a point of order. Unless it is 
for immediate action, it should be handed to the secretary without being 
read, and the secretary should record it in the journal in the proper way 
and hand it to the proper committee. 

THE PreswwENT. The point of order is sustained, so you may act in 
conformity with it. 

The roll call was then complete. 

A. H. LaucHsauMm, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to ask a ques- 


tion for information as to whether there is a time limited for the presenta-— 


tion of these memorials, or whether this is to be kept up all week. If so, 
when will the committees cease their work? 


THE PRESIDENT. Apparently this will be the last call. Hereafter, the 


chair would presume that memorials will be presented only as necessity 
requires; and memorials are now probably exhausted. There is one more 
matter, if you will suffer it, from the chair. We need to be a little more 
careful, if we have any control over it, as to what goes into the press. We 
were very certainly misrepresented this morning in the headlines with 
regard to church union and all that sort of thing, and whoever may be 
responsible for it—the chair is not certain about it—but in so far as we have 
any control, let us observe that it is no advantage in any way that what is 
not holding to the facts but might be a little sensational and therefore have 
preference for headlines in the newspapers—not that sort of stuff; but real 
facts in regard to the attitude of the General Conference are what we want 
reflected in the press in so far as anybody here has any responsibility for 
that reflection. 


Now, is there any miscellaneous item or resolution which should come 


immediately to the attention of our body? 


Rev. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference: I have a resolution to 


report from the committee, relating to Doctor Whitney. 
Rey. L. S. Woodruff read the report as follows: 


Since Rev. Charles Whitney, D.D., has served the Church go long, 
efficiently, and faithfully as pastor, field secretary, and Home Missionary 
Secretary, and now deems it advisable to turn aside from his much-loved but 
arduous tasks for a much-needed and well-deserved rest, be it 
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Resolved, 1. That we record our very high appreciation of his long and 
splendid service and that the Church and the world is richer for his invested 
life; : 

2. That we pledge him our love and prayers and an open door to our 
hearts and homes, and pray that God may give him rich fruitage in the 

‘years to come as he will yet speak and serve in the kingdom. |Signed) L. S. 
Wooprourr, J. E. SHannon, E. W. Corris. 


On motion of E. S. Neuding, of Southeast Ohio Conference, the paper was 
unanimously adopted. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. Mr. Chairman, by your permission, I wish to say a 
few words touching my plans for the future. While I cease to do district 
work, I propose to continue in active service for many years to come, if 
God spares my life, and I believe he will. But my activities will be directed 
along other lines where duties will not be so exacting, and where responsi- 
hilities will be fewer and less burdensome. But I want it distinctly under- 
stood that I have not retired. [Applause.] I am expecting to attend the 
next General Conference, and the next, and you need not be surprised if I am 
on hand in 1929, and even four years beyond that. I am going to live just 
as long as possible to help build up the United Brethren Church, and to make 
her strong for her heaven-appointed task. I would rather be here with my 
brethren and coworkers in the kingdom, than to be in heaven with the 
angels. When my bones are carried away to the white city of the dead, you 
may then say I have retired.* There are a few things I would especially like 
to do. 

1. I want to hold two or three revivals each year. I cannot afford to 
get out of touch with such work. The old pentecostal fire burns in my very 
bones, and nothing gives me more joy than to see sinners go down to the altar 
in penitence and tears, and then see them come up out of the fountain washed 
and saved. 

2. It is my thought to aid pastors, if wanted, in starting new church 
enterprises, in paying old debts, and in dedicating houses of worship where 
such service can be rendered without intruding upon the rights of others. 
It oceurs to me that one of experience could profitably aid young men 
especially, in such capacity. This kind of work is taxing, to be sure, but 
when once done all responsibility in the matter ceases. I can choose and 
determine my own rest periods at home. 

3. I have a great desire to visit different parts of the Church to. the end 
that I may encourage pastors and people, where such encouragement is 
needed: I would emphasize loyalty to Jesus and devotion to United Breth- 
renism, and by so much contribute to the increased efficiency of all her 
departments. As long as life lasts with me, I propose to stand for the spirit 
and principles and aims of our beloved Zion, and strive to impress these 
distinctive features upon the hearts and lives of Otterbein’s sons and 
daughters. I am not so much concerned about a big Church as I am about 
a good Church. Bigness does not spell goodness by any means. First, give 
us a saved Church; then an intelligent Church; and the revival will stay 
with us, and the question of support will no longer be a problem. 

4. Then I am anxious to visit all our colleges in person and tell pro- 
fessors and students what | think a United Brethren school ought to stand 
for, what salvation means to the individual, and what is implied in Christian 
education. Some of you may regard this as presumption on my part, and 
maybe it is; but my plea of justification is my deep interest in the young 
life centered in our colleges, and my anxious concern for the future of the 
oer things I have named constitute the program I have in mind and 
which, please God, I shall carry out to the best of my ability. I already have 
engagements reaching to the middle of July. Beyond that I must not attempt 
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anything till early September. Then | will be ready for business. [Great 
applause. | 

Tuk PRESIDENT. We are all very much honored and very happy to have 
this characteristic expression trom the eloquent tongue of a man that never 
says “die.” I hope he will live for fifty years and be at all the General 
Conferences and then some. And I am glad that what he said will go into 
our official record. 

Is there any other paper that ought to come before us at this time? 

Rey. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I wish to make a motion: 


That the Wichita Eagle be requested to currect the statement: (1) as 
to the United Brethren going in as a branch of the Methodist Church; (2) 
the statement as to a few salaried officers hindering this union, and was 
untrue. [Signed] C. A. Henprersuot, D. L. Dous. 


Dr. D. D. Lowery. I am glad this came up. I was going to rise to say 
that we ought to have a statement made in that paper, because a number of 
our Eastern people are taking this paper, and it was not a true statement 
of the proceedings of yesterday, and I should like the people to know that. 
It would do us much harm if that were to go out in that way. J 

Rey. D. L. Dous. We don’t propose to go in with any church. I hope 
we will have union. But so far as going ia with the Methodists or the 
Methodists coming in with the United Brethren, that is false. On the other 
hand, we are sure that all our Bishops and all our leaders have led out in 
this worthy miatter of church union, and none of our officers are guilty of 
such a thing as stated. It is false. 

Rev. Mr. DUNKELBERGER. I might say this, that you cannot find that 
in the copy which I sent to the Eagle, and I made no statement of any kind 
along that line. So whatever they placed in the paper they did of their own 
accord. I am a United Brethren from beginning to end and only bring to 
them such things as you do here. 

Rev. M. Nicuois, of Kansas Conference. I notice that the papers put it 
in an inconspicuous place where it is not noticed. We ought to have it in an 
important place. 

Bisuor Maruews. I think it is fair to state that the Committee on 
Chureh Union made the report with great prayer and discrimination, and 
the closing page of that report, I think, was very plain and definite. I think, 
with reference to the sentiment of our people and the Board of Bishops and 
of the commission, it was just as clear as anything could be. 

The motion prevailed unanimously. 

: Tur Presipent. The chair would like to suggest that you designate 
some specific person for conveying this to the office of the Eagle. Make it 
somebody’s duty to go. 

Proressor KEPPEL. I move you that the secretary of this Conference be 
authorized to give written notice of this fact to the Eagle. Adopted. 

E. L. Suury. The Committee on Government of the Church has a 
second report. And may I make one explanation: We have a good many 
memorials. We are reporting some that do not fully express the judgment 
of the committee, because we felt that it was due to the Conference for you 
to settle some of the questions that were presented to us. This word of 
explanation we felt was due to ourselves. One of the members behind me 
says, in some cases we were not unanimous. In others we were. But on 
these matters we felt that you should determine what. the action should be. 

In the same connection, the last two recommendations of the committee 
bave nothing to do with the Discipline; and we suggest, therefore, to save 
time, that they be not a inted after being read but that you act upon them 
immediately. , 
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THE PRESIDENT. Please call our attention to it as we come to it. Brother 
Good of the Committee on Church Government will read. 
President I. J. Good, secretary of the committee, reads: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 
I.—MERGING OF THE HOME MISSIONARY BOARD AND CHURCH ERECTION SOCIETY. 


1. The committee recommends that the work of the Home Missionary 
Society and Church Erection Society be merged under one management, with 
one Secretary in charge. 

2. Change Article 4 of the Constitution of the Church Erection Society, 
page 155 of the Discipline, to read: “The officers of this society shall be 
the members of the Board of Control of the Home Missionary Society, who 
shall have all the privileges and perform all the duties provided in this 
constitution.” 

II.—NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO GENERAL CONFERENCE, 

Without recommendation, the committee presents the following plan for 
election of delegates by the annual conference: 

Page 40, Section 9, Item 4: 

(a) Each annual conference, at the session next preceding the General 
Conference, shall elect its delegates to that Conference, in the manner follow- 
ing: The secretary of the annual conference shall prepare a list of the 
eligible ministers, as provided by the constitution and Discipline. The lay 
delegates, in separate session, shall nominate by ballot three times the num- 
ber of lay delegates to be elected, a majority of the ballots cast being neces- 
sary for nomination. 

This meeting shall be held not later than the morning of the second day 
of the conference session. 

(b) The secretary of the conference shall have these lists properly 
printed by orders, and the lists so printed shall be used as ballots. On each 
ballot shall be printed the number of ministers and laymen to be chosen. 

(c) At an appointed time, not later than the third day of the annual 
conference, the members of the conference shall ballot for delegates, each 
voting for the number of ministers and laymen to be chosen from that 
conference. 

(d) Each annual conference shall appoint a committee of three as a 
board of tellers to receive and count the votes, and to issue certificates of 
election to those receiving the highest number of votes. The tellers shall 
complete their work, and report to the conference before the final adjourn- 
ment of that session of the conference. They shall preserve all ballots under 
seal until the close of the General Conference. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES 

Omit Items 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Item 12 becomes Item 5—The board of tellers shall forward at once to 
the editor of the Religious Telescope, for publication, the names and post- 
office addresses of those elected. They shall also transmit to the Publishing 
Agent, at Dayton, Ohio, a complete list of all persons voted for and the 
number of votes cast for each, which record shall be furnished to the ensuing 
General Conference, and if one or more of those elected should be prevented 
from attending, by death, sickness, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the 
tellers or secretary of the General Conference to notify the next highest on 
the bill to take his place, and so on, descending, if need be, to the last 
candidate. The proper forms for these reports shall be supplied by the 
Publishing Agent to the conference superintendents, in advance of the meet- 
ing of the annual conference. 

Succeeding items unchanged, to be renumbered 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, instead of 13 to 22. 
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III.—CONSERVATION OF MEMBERS. 
Add to Item 3, page 28, the following: 
“In case we have no church in the locality to which a member removes, 
the pastor shall report the name to the conference superintendent, or Bishop, 
or Home Missionary Secretary.” 


IV.— QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

Resolved, That, throughout the entire Discipline, where the expression 

“quarterly conference” is used, the expression “local conference” shall be 
substituted. 


V.—MINISTERS’ WIVES AS DELEGA'LES, 
Item 4, page 40, add: “The wives of ministers are not eligible to election 
as delegates.” 


VI.—WOMEN’S AID SOCIETY, 

In Chapter 19, change the words ‘‘Women’s Aid Society” to “Ladies’ Aid 
Society” wherever they occur. 

; VII.— CHURCH TRUSTEWS. 

Change Chapter 12 as follows: 

Item 1, line 6, after the word “persons,” insert “as hereinbefore pro- 
vided.” The sentence will then read: ‘The quarterly conference shall then 
elect a board of trustees of not less than three persons, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, or as the law of the State may require.” 

Line 9, omit sentence beginning “The trustees shall hold,” etc., and insert 
the following: “When not otherwise required by State laws or special incor- 
poration, the trustees shall be elected for three years, and shall be divided as 
nearly as possible into three equal classes, one class expiring with the last 
quarterly conference of each year, when their successors shall be elected, 
provided that, at the first election after the General Conference of 1917, all 
trustees shall be elected and assigned to their particular class.” 


VIII.— HANDBOOK FOR MEMBERS. 


We recommend that the Bishops be requested to prepare a short state- 
ment of the fundamentals of what we, as a Church, believe, to be used, par- 
ticularly, to present to new members of the Church, and by home mission- 
aries, and others, in introducing our denomination. 

We further recommend that the Publishing Agent be requested to arrange 
for the preparation of a brief handbook for new members. This handbook 
should include the statement of our belief, the features of the Discipline of 
interest to members, including their duties, and a concise outline of our 
history and polity. This handbook should be published in an inexpensive 
form, and should be presented by the church to each new member. 


IX.—CORRELATION OF DISCIPLINARY PROVISIONS. 


We recommend that the arrangement of the various items of the Disci- 
pline relating’to any given subject be referred to the editor of the Discipline, 
when appointed, with the request that there be more consecutive arrangement, 
if possible. [Signed] E. L. Sruty, Chairman, I. J. Goov, Secretary. 


THE PrestpeENT. Now, there is a part of it that you want to call our 
attention to that might come up for immediate passage. 

H. L. SHury. J move that the first seven items of this report be ordered 
printed and that the last two items be considered immediately, 

Rey. L. 8. Wooprurr. I notice there is a reference that the quarterly 
conference should be changed to local conference, and then in the next item 
it refers to the question of certain proceedings at a quarterly conference, If 
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that passes to print that way, it will create some disturbance. I wonder if 
that couldn’t be corrected before it goes to the printer. 

E. L. SuHury. No. We have not yet adopted that change. We do not 
adopt that without further action. 
. THE PRESIDENT. The motion to print is adopted. Now, the last two 
items. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


VIII.—HANDBOOK FOR MEMBERS. 

We recommend that the Bishops be requested to prepare a short state- 
ment of the fundamentals of what we, as a Church, believe, to be used, par- 
ticularly, to present to new members of the Church, and by home mission- 
aries, and others, in introducing our denomination. 

We further recommend that the Publishing Agent be requested to arrange 
for the preparation of a brief handbook for new members. This handbook 
should include the statement of our belief, the features of the Discipline of 
interest to members, including their duties, and a concise outline of our 
history and polity. This handbook should be published in an inexpensive 
form, and should be presented by the church to each new member. 


Docror FunK. May I ask the committee what is their idea with refer- 
ence to the furnishing of the first book or leaflet. You do not say who shall 
furnish it or whether it shall be sold. 

BE. L. Suvury. The idea in that was simply this: to prepare it, and if it 
should be sold, publish it in the regular way. We had no idea of giving it 
away, so far as the Publishing House or Church was concerned; but these 
paragraphs are in answer to recommendations that came particularly that 
we should furnish Disciplines to all members of the Church complete, which 
we think impractical, but, as was suggested, a brief statement would be a 
valuable thing for all who come into our Church. May I suggest, Mr. Chair- 
man, if there is no objection, that we change the last word in the first para- 
graph, “church,” to “denomination.” 

Dr. S. G. Encx. I move the adoption of this item. 

Rev. A. A. CHAPMAN. I take it that this item is intended to supplant an 
item not reported, that is, as to the reception of new members into the 
United Brethren Church. Having done so, the pastor shall then be required 
to present to such member a copy of the United Brethren Discipline in full. 
And I believe, Mr. Bishop, that this is one of the steps that will provide 
against a great leak and loss of members. We convert people in great 
numbers and should have a Church of over a million members instead of 
350,000, and there is something wrong: and I have been praying and I have 
been studying, and I think I have found it. It is lack of the loyalty that is 
needed to-day. And if we will invest some means in giving a course of 
education in loyalty in the hearts of all our new members, we shall recover 
ourselves. What is it that has made Germany what it is—that she is 
making us all stand with bated breath and wonder when and where and 
how the end shall be? Nothing more or less than simple loyalty to the 
fatherland. They have been in the course of training these years—may I not 
gay centuries? The bond of loyalty is such that, when the Kaiser says, 
“Go over the sea,’ they go; he says, “Go under the sea,’ and they go. 
{Laughter.] And why do they do it? Because they are loyal and true. And 
when we shall get United Brethren men and women in a state of right 
loyalty, you will see that we will have a Church that will be worth while. 

* Well, I think 1 hear some one say it costs so much, I believe the chair- 
man of the committee did say that when I referred it. He said, “It costs 
so much.” It will cost us more if we don’t. When human beings’ destiny 
is at stake, I would think that dollars and cents are not to be considered. 
| 1? am not considering dollars and cents. These things have hurt me for 
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over thirty years. We read great reports of evangelistic efforts, success in 
the field, and then we wait until the sitting of the annual conference, and we © 
have a decrease. I say to you, somebody will have to account for this some 
day, and the time is on us when we should begin to work properly. 

As touching the expense of this matter, I have reasoned the expense 
the other way. Why should we put the Discipline of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ in the hands of the new convert? In the first 
place, it gives him an uplift. He looks at his little book and says: “Why, 
they think something of me; they have put this in my hands. They are 
expecting something from me, and I will read it.” 

E. L. Suury. I have a suggestion that I would like to add one word 
which I think was unintentionally omitted. 

THE Presiwenr. All right. 

E. L. SHury. In the second paragraph, in speaking of publishing a 
concise outline of ‘our history and polity” and ‘‘work.” In order to make it 
sure, I move that we be permitted to add the werd “work.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you be kind enough to do that, because the chair 
desires to call for a new reading before voting, in order that we may have 
intelligent action. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. Why the preparation of these two? They are Glee 
I am asking the committee why we should have two—one prepared by the 
Bishops, and one prepared by our Publishing Agent, to cover the same 
ground, as I understood it. Is one to be on sale and the other a gift? 

E. L. SuHury. I will answer the question. The brother doesn’t quite 
understand. The Bishops are to prepare the statement. We felt that they 
were the one authoritative body who could prepare the statement of beliefs— 
the statement of the fundamentals of what we, as a Church, believe. They 
are to do nothing but prepare the statement. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. May I interrupt, Mr. Shuey? And that goes into the 
booklet. 

E. L. SHury. Yes. 

Dr. R. J. Wuitr, of Erie Conference. I am heartily in favor of this 
proposition. I am called to labor among people who know very little of our 
Church, and they are constantly asking, “What do you believe?” And I 
think that this manual would be very serviceable. But I was at a loss to 
know, as the brother suggested, why there should be two books, but I see 
that I did not understand it. There is to be one manual, as I understand, 
and that is to be handed to only those who have united with the Church or 
those who are inquiring about it. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of Nebraska Conference. I heartily approve of the sug- 
gestion, but would like to make the additional suggestion that this same 
book contain a certificate of reception into membership. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Now, Mr. Chairman, they are commencing to load it 
down, and you destroy its efficiency, for three reasons: first, you make it 
cumbersome; second, you make it expensive; and third, a brother suggests 
back here that they won’t read it, and so you need to be careful. 

Voices. Question, question. 

THE PRESENT. Just a moment. We will have it read so you will know 
exactly what you are doing when you vote. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


VIII.— HANDBOOK FOR MEMBERS. 

We recommend that the Bishops be requested to prepare a short state- 
ment of the fundamentals of what we, as a Church, believe, to be used, par- 
ticularly, to present to new members of the Church, and by home mission- 
aries, and others, in introducing our denomination. 

We further recommend that the Publishing Agent be requested es arrange 
for the preparation of a brief handbook for new members. This handbook » 
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should include the statement of our belief, the features of the Discipline of 

interest to members, including their duties, and a concise outline of our 

history, polity, and work. This handbook should be published in an inex- 
pensive form, and should be presented by the church to each new member. 


Dr. W. R. Funk. May I ask this question: Ought there not be in that 
pooklet the Bishops’ statement of the Church’s belief, so as to make it 
absolutely clear, because it does not say so, as it is. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

PRESIDENT M. O. McLaucuuin, of Nebraska Conference. I move you that 
an additional page constituting a certificate of membership be published in 
this book. [No second.] 

The paper as presented was adopted unanimously. 

Rey. A. A. CHapMAN. Will you hear a word from me? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Rev. Mr. CuoapMan, While you didn’t adopt the Discipline, you made a 
large stride towards it. The next time you will. 

BE. L. Suury. Now, as you have adopted this, I am going to remind 
this General Conference of a statement: We have had such a handbook for 
thirty years, and you have not used it. Now, two-thirds of you didn’t know 
you had it. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. What Mr. Shuey says is true. And it has been pub- 
lished at a very small cost, has been revised up to date, and has been kept 

up to date. 

Tur PresipentT. The last item on the report. 

Secretary Hammack reads. 


IX.—CORRELATION OF DISCIPLINARY PROVISIONS. 

We recommend that the arrangement of the various items of the Disci- 
pline relating to any given subject be referred to the editor of the Discipline, 
when appointed, with the request that there be more consecutive arrange- 
ment, if possible. 





Tur Presipent. Are you ready to vote? 

Docrok Funk. Mr. Chairman, may I be allowed a word here? The 
question of correlating the Discipline has been a question of time. This 
General Conference will elect an editor. I have not been the editor for a 
number of years. The Conference will say, “This Discipline must be out and 
in the hands of the Church at a certain period, at a fixed date.” The editor 
of the Discipline must wait for the stenographic report. That cannot be 
gotten out in a day or a week or a-month. Then it must go to the printer, 
after this man has done his work, and be printed. So it is impossible for us 
to have the Discipline in the hands of the Church in a few weeks. You 
usually set the middle of August as the time for the Discipline to be in the 
hands of the Church, and of course the rush is on. I appeal to you, my 
brethren, for the careful arrangement of your law. I ask whether there should 
be haste. In order to overcome this difficulty that you speak of here, you 
will have to give time. 

The item was adopted. 

Srcrerary Hammack. I would like to ask how many of these reports 
will the secretary have printed? I am holding this one for information. 
It ought to go to the printer. 

Tip PRESIDENT. The chair is of judgment that we should give a standing 
order. We need about three hundred copies of these. Will somebody make 

“a motion? 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I move that the secre- 
tary be instructed to have three hundred of each of these reports printed. 

The motion was adopted. 
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SECRETARY HAMMACK. This is the only copy we have. This cannot be 
used until to-morrow towards the middle of the day. If you have other mat- 
ters to be printed, you should get them in the hands of the secretary. You 
cannot use this until to-morrow before dinner. 

J. H. Little, chairman of the committee, read the report on Sunday 
Schools, as follows: 


We, the Committee on Sunday Schools, present the following memorial: 

To change Article 9, on page 98, by adding the following section, same 
to be known as Db: 

“The board shall appoint a conference elementary division superin- 
tendent, and such others as are found necessary to promote the work of the 
Sunday schools in the conference.” 

The present Section b will be known as ¢, and the present Section ¢ as d, 
and an additional section, g, added to this article, as follows: 

“It shall be allowed by the annual conference sufficient funds to per- 
form the duties outlined above.” 

On page 100, Article 3, we recommend that, after the word “pastor,” the 
following be added: “general superintendent and superintendents of the 
elementary, the secondary, and the adult divisions,’ making Section 1 read: 
“The officers shall be a pastor, a general superintendent, and superintendents 
for the elementary, the secondary, and the adult divisions, a secretary, a 
treasurer,” etc. 

On page 101, under Section 2, add the following article, to be known as 5: 

“To promote greater efficiency and to increase attendance in our Sun- 
day schools, it is urged that all classes above the Junior age be organized, 
and secure their charter from: our denominational General Secretary.” 

The present Article 5 shall then be known as Article 6. 

On page 215, Section 1, Article 20, Item 2, the following item is to be 
inserted: 

“Following (c) to be known as (d) ‘Junior Department’; that Inter- 
mediate Department be known as (e); the Senior Department as (f); the 
Adult Department as (g); and following (g) be added ‘Home Department,’ 
to be known as (h), and that Total shall follow (h).” 

And that between items 3 and 4 a new item be inserted, as follows: 
“Number of organized classes,” and that number and the ones following be 
numbered correctly. [Signed] Jas. H. Lirtir, Chairman, Cioyp C. Rosr, 
Secretary. 


J. H. Lirrrm. This last part refers to the superintendent’s blank. That 
has no mark at all or place to put the Home Department or these other 
departments that are referred to. Shall we have this printed? [It ‘was 
ordered printed.] 

Rey. N. J. MacInryre, of Erie Conference. The Committee on Deaconess 
Paes a meeting and reported slight changes. The secretary, I think, 
is ready. 

Miss Chappelle read the report as follows: 


‘ REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEACONESS WORK. 

We, your Committee on Deaconess Work, recommend the following 
changes in the Discipline (see page 73, Section Ayr 

Sub-section 1. Insert the words, “led by the Holy Spirit,” following the 
word “piety,” so it will read: “When any sister of suitable age, health, 
ability, culture, and piety, led by the Holy Spirit, wishes to become a deacon- 
ess, she shall receive a recommendation to the quarterly conference from 
the class where she holds her membership. If, after examination by the 
conference superintendent, or a committee appointed by him, she is approved 
by the quarterly conference, she shall receive license to perform the duties 
of a deaconess in the local church, said license subject to annual renewal.” 
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Sub-section 3. In the first line, the words “shall be’ stricken out and 
the words “may be worn” inserted after the word “Bishops” in the second 
line, so it will read, “A uniform costume selected by the committee appointed 
by the Bishops, may be worn to distinguish and protect her. [Signed] N. J. 
MacIntyre, Chairman, BEULAH CHAPPELLE, Secretary. 


By motion of Rey. E. H. Waters, of West Virginia Conference, the report 
was ordered printed. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. The Committee on Superin- 
tendency is ready to report. 

Dr. J. H. Yaggy, of Iowa State Conference, read the report. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENCY COM MITTER. 


We, the Committee on Superintendency, after due consideration of the 
needs of the field, of what is implied in superintendency and the wisest eco- 
nomic distribution of our available resources, recommend the following: 

1. That four Bishops be elected to direct the work in the United States. 

2. That the three Pacific conferences be given close supervision by 
conference superintendents. 

3. That one Foreign Bishop be elected. 

4. That in Chapter 6, Section 8, Paragraph 13, the following be inserted: 
“In case a Bishop, after having served the Church in that capacity for a 
reasonable number of years, retires from the active Bishopric as the result 
of the infirmities of advancing age, or otherwise be incapacitated to perform 
the duties of an active Bishop, may be elected Bishop Emeritus at the dis- 
cretion of the General Conference, and his compensation fixed by the same. 

5. That when the above paragraph is inserted in the Discipline, Para- 
graph 13 become Paragraph 14; and Paragraph 14 become Paragraph 15;: and 
Paragraph 15 become Paragraph 16. 

6. That the term “quarterly conference’ or “quarterly conferences,” as 
found in Section 7, paragraphs 7, 9, and 13, be so changed as to read, “local 
church conference” or ‘local church conferences,’ and in all other places 
where the term occurs to be changed so as to conform to this phraseology. 
[Signed] C. W. Kurtz, Chairman, J. H. Yaccy, Secretary. 


Report ordered printed. 

Rev. W. G. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. I have the report of the 
Joint Committee of Sunday Schools and Christian Endeavor that I would 
like to give at this time. 


The memorial of the West Virginia delegation with reference to the 
merging of the Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor departments, was 
respectfully considered by the two committees, Sunday School and Chris- 
tian Endeavor, and after a full and free discussicn, the committee, with the 
exception of a single vote, agreed to recommend the retention of both 
departments with separate Secretaries, as at present. [Signed] J. H. Lirrrie, 
Chairman, W. G. Furron, Secretary. 


Adopted without printing. 
W. E. Arrmart, secretary of the committee read the following report. 


We, the Committee on Homes and Orphanages, submit the following 
report: 

1. We commend the trustee boards of Quincy Orphanage and Home, 
Baker Home, and Otterbein Home, for the efficient way they have taken care 
of the interests intrusted to them, and we express our high appreciation of 
their services. ae 

2. We commend the painstaking and inspiring reports of the Homes that 
have been made to this quadrennial body. 
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3. We approve the business management of the various boards, of the 
executive committees, and of the superintendents. 

4. We commend the philanthropic work that is being done by these 
various institutions. 

5. We advise that the officials continue every effort to bring the Homes 
up to their highest efficiency. : 

6.. We advise that development plans be pushed as rapidly as financial 
conditions will permit, until the Homes are adequate to respond to the 
needs of the Church. 

7. In order to reach this highest service, we recommend that, on page 
44 of the Discipline, Section 11, Article 5, the following addition be made: 
“and to urge a free-will offering at Christmas, or some other suitable time, 
each year, and to encourage solicitation of funds within the bounds of their 
districts.” 

8. On page 44, Section XI., Article 1, we recommend that “Union Village” 
be changed to “Lebanon,” and that that portion of the item which refers to 
the Beatrice United Brethren Hospital be stricken out. [Signed] R. A. Hrrv, 
Chairman, W. HE. ArrHart, Secretary. 


Ordered printed. 

Dr. J. T. Roberts, of White River Conference, read the report of ‘the 
Committee on Credentials. 

Doctor Roserts. May I say this word preliminary to this report? I am 
very sure that the brethren who served on this Committee on Credentials, 
had they had their choice, would not have served on the committee; and yet 
I should say this word, that, with all these brethren contesting, it was not 
a matter of personal preference, but it was rather a principle of Discipline 
involved, as the committee believed. And this has been brought about be- 
cause of the carelessness on the part of pastors in filling out reports and 
sending them in to the conference board of tellers. There is a great deal 
of this carelessness throughout the Church, and yet possibly it might be 
worse. |Applause.] In our final report, the members of this committee were 
unanimous. So, as briefly as possible, we bring you this final report. 


The Committee on Credentials submits the following special report, rela- 
tive to the contest in the Iowa State Conference, which was referred back 
for reconsideration: 2S 

No additional evidence has come to the committee that would change its 
former report on this item. [Signed] A. S. HAMMACK, Chairman; A. H. 
ArMstTRonG, A. H. Laucuspaum, A. J. Mircuerr, W. W. Moopy, J. H. OWEN, 
J. T. Roperts, Secretary, A. J. Securisv. 


The report approved by motion. : 


Doctor Statton came forward and read the report of the Committee on 
Four-year Program, as follows: 


Your committee recommends the adoption of the following and its publi- 
cation to the Church as the statement of the great purpose of the Church for 
the coming quadrennium: 

It is evident that no church or denomination can achieve its best success 
unless it presents to its constituency a positive and comprehensive program 
that includes related tasks and united effort. The need of the hour for our 
denomination is a sane, well-defined, aggressive, and constructive program 
of advance, that will call out our large resources and challenge the united 
effort of our boards, institutions, annual conferences, and local churches for 
the advancement of the kingdom of God. 

The key words for such a program are, a devotional atmosphere, an 
evangelistic passion, an educational ideal, a missionary spirit, efficient 
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leadership, the stewardship of life and wealth, and co-operative effort under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Recognizing the abundant resources of God and the needs of the world 
in this decisive hour, we propose a four-years’ program of earnest endeavor to 
attain our reasonable ideals for an efficient Church. 

THE AIM. 

The aim of this four-year program is to meet the challenging opportun- 
ities before our denomination at home and abroad, as we pass the one-hun- 
dredth anniversary of our first General Conference and begin a new century 
of organized church life. 

This is to be realized through the vitalization of our church membership 
and by leading our forces into such a courageous. advance in evangelism, 
education, missions, and individual activities, as shall arrest attention and 
secure the largest growth and efficiency of every department of our local 
churches and so strengthen our departmental work and institutions as 
to greatly intensify our united influence upon America and the world. 


GOALS. 

1. The entire membership of every local church spiritually quickened, 
organized, and enlisted in various forms of service, through prayer and 
personal effort winning 100,000 to Christ and the Church at home and abroad 
and increasing by twenty-five per cent. the enrollment of our Sunday schools 
and Christian Endeavor societies. 

2. Our institutions of learning enriched and strengthened as training 
agencies for Christian service through an increase of 2,000 students, 500 
additional trained ministers, missionaries, and educational leaders, and 
$1,500,000 in new funds for better equipment, endowment, scholarships, and 
aid to men and women entering upon the ministry or missionary work. 

3. For Missions, Home and Foreign, and Church Erection, Board of 
Education, and Seminary, exclusive of special funds indicated in the pre- 
ceding, Sunday schools, Christian Endeavor, conference extension, orphan- 
ages, home and other benevolences beyond the bounds of the local church, 
the sum of $750,000 for the first year, $850,000 for the second year, $950,000 
for the third year, and $1,000,000 for the fourth year. 


NOTES ON METHODS AND AGENCIES. 


1. Personal devotional study of the Word of God for the deepening of 
the spiritual life; evangelism, personal or pastoral, lay or vocational; every 
soul won set to work immediately in winning others. 

2. The strongest emphasis on the eall of God for life service in minis- 
terial and missionary work, and the proper training of recruits. 

2 A well-directed annual campaign of information and inspiration on 


vo.» 


stewardship, missions, and education, to be followed by a thorough every- 
member canvass. : : 

4. A campaign of education in our colleges and Seminary as well as in 
all our Church communities to give each member of the Church a vision of 
our needs and unswerving purpose to accomplish the work before us as a 

ination. 
Bos. the Board of Administration shall have charge of the general direc- 
tion of this four-year program. The existing agencies, including the church 
departments, shall co-operate with the board in enlisting the whole Church in 
ogram. 
a oe che annual conferences, the administration of this four-year pro- 
gram to be under the direction of the conference superintendent and council 


of administration. 
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7. Each local church to create, under direction of the pastor, a four- 
years’ program committee which shall seek to realize its share of the goals 
under plans best suited to its local conditions. 

8. Each board and institution of the Church to be responsible for the 
accomplishment of its part of the program, and the head of each department 
to co-operate sympathetically with the other departments and with the 
Board of Administration in the realization of all the goals. 

9. Our publication department being a necessary factor in the early 
-and.proper accomplishment of our possibilities as set forth in this program, 
the publisher and editors are instructed to render all assistance possible 
through practical and sympathetic co-operation. 

10. The Board of Administration shall have power to appoint, if neces- 
sary, a secretary to devote his time to the leadership of this program through 
this quadrennium. The expense of this secretary shall be a charge against 
the church budget (provided that, if the Board of Administration so decide, 
these expenses may be apportioned among the funds secured during the 
campaign). 

SPECIAL RECOMMENDATION—AID TO .AGED MINISTERS. 

In view of the urgent and imperative claims of our aged ministers and 
missionaries, we recommend that a special commission be appointed to plan 
for a great pension fund campaign, this commission to report fully to the 
next General Conference. For the immediate and pressing demands of these 
beloved fathers and mothers of our ministry, we recommend that our Pub- 
lishing House pay $5,000 per year during this quadrennium to the pension 
funds of the various conferences. [Signed] M. R. Bariincrer, Chairman, 
A. B. SraTron, Secretary. 


Ordered printed. 
Rev. A. A. Chapman, secretary read the report of the Committee on 
Memoirs, as follows: 


Whereas, in the wisdom and providence of an all-wise God, Bishop 
Thomas C. Carter, D.D., LL.D., Hon. Matt Edmonds, S. F. Engle, and Rev. 
U. M. Roby, our fellow coworkers in the vineyard of our common Master, 
have been called from labor to that great rest which remains for the people 
of God, we therefore recommend that suitable and tender memorial services 
be rendered on their behalf on Friday, May 18, at 2: 00 o’clock, p.m., and that 
the following be the program for the occasion: Bishop H. H. Fout, D.D., pre- 
siding; song; reading from the Word by Bishop A. T. Howard,. D.D.; prayer, 
Bishop W. M. Bell, D.D., LU.D.; address, “In Memory of Bishop Carter,” by 
Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., and Rev. S. W. Paul, D.D.; “In Memory of. Hon. 
Matt Edmonds,” Rev. F. M. Testerman; “In Memory of S. F. Engle,” Rev. 
S. C. Enck, D.D.; “In Memory of Rev. U. M. Roby,” Rev. J. §. Kendall, 
D.D.; in conclusion, one stanza of “Oh, how sweet it will be, in that beautiful 
land,” J. H. Ruebush director of music. [Signed] C. A. Henprrsuor, Chair- 
man, J. C. WARNER, A. A. CHAPMAN, Secretary. 


The report was adopted. 

Dr. S. W. Pauyt. I move that the Committee on Correspondence be 
instructed to convey the greetings of the General Conference to Mrs. Maggie 
C. Carter, the widow of Bishop T. C. Carter. She sits at home, and one of 
her daughters is here as a delegate and the other daughter is at home. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the report of the Committee on Publishing 
Interests. 

Doctor Spayd, secretary, then read the report: 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


We, your Committee on Publishing Interests, have carefully examined 
the report of the Agent submitted to the General Conference and referred 
to our committee. 

We commend the Board of Trustees, and the Publishing Agent in par- 
ticular, upon the volume of business transacted and the profits shown under 
the peculiarly difficult conditions of the past quadrennium; upon the high 
quality of work turned out, and the efficient service rendered the denomina- 
tion, 

Your committee finds that the Board of Trustees have examined into 
the work of the House and have found the accounts and business of the 
House carefully transacted. 

We commend the work of the editors of the Telescope, the editor of the 
Watchword, and the editors of the Sunday-school literature, for the efficient 
services rendered the Church by making our periodicals and Sunday-school 
literature equal to the very best. 

We further commend the editors and the Publishing Agent on the adjust- 
ment of the size and price of the periodicals to the abnormal prices prevailing. 

Whereas, a new building has been constructed, especially designed and 

adapted for the use of our publishing interests, and to provide headquarters 
and offices for our general Church officers, thereby leaving free for rent to 

outside parties the buildings located east of Main Street, between Fourth and 
Market streets, we therefore recommend: 

1. That a separate and distinct account be kept of the business and 
activities carried on by the Printing Establishment, as such, and that an 
inventory be taken annually, said inventory to show, under the heading of 
“Assets,” in separate items, the value of the real estate, machinery, and 
equipment, raw material and finished products, accounts receivable, and any 
other assets that may be possessed by the Printing Establishment; the inven- 
tory also to show, under the heading of “Liabilities,” the amount of mortgage 
or bonded indebtedness, notes, or bills payable, and open accounts payable, 
and any other liabilities that may exist; and that a statement thereof be 
entered upon the minute books of the Board of Trustees, showing the profit or 
loss balance for the preceding year. 

2. That a separate and distinct account be kept, to be known as the 
“Real Estate” account, in which account the value or cost of all property 
‘JYocated east of Main Street, between Fourth and Market streets, shall be 
listed, together with all encumbrances thereon; said encumbrances to consist 
of all mortgage indebtedness. 

A separate and accurate account shall be kept of the cost of mainte- 
nance, expenses, and income of each property listed as follows: “Office 
Building,” “Fourth Street Realty,” “Bosler Lease,” “Haker Lease,” “Uhlein” 
and “Richter” properties, the statement of all of which shall be placed annu- 

-ally on the minutes of the Board of Trustees. 

The above inventory shall form the basis for the quadrennial report, 
embracing as a separate item the amount paid on mortgage debt annually. 

8. We further recommend that the Board of Trustees be and are author- 
ized to sell and dispose of any real estate which, in their judgment, may 
seem wise. : : 

4. That the general officers now occupying offices in the Office Building 
be required to occupy the offices provided for them in the Publishing Plant 
puilding on Fifth Street at such rental as may be agreed on with the Trus- 
tees, and that the back rent in contention charged against these officers be 
charged to the profit and loss account. 

| 2. (a) We recommend that the Trustees pay $5,000 per year, from the 
profits of the House, to the annual conterences for Preachers’ Aid Fund, 
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same to begin in 1918, and, if the profits justify, complete the $20,000 fund 
by the next meeting of the General Conference. s 

(b) That the sum of $650 be appropriated annually from the funds of the 
Printing Establishment to the Ohio German Conference for their publication — 
fund. : 

38. That the coming quadrennium be a debt-paying period and the 
liabilities be reduced to the lowest possible point; that no additional build- 
ing be done during this coming quadrennium. g 

4, That the Church be asked to support the House in its effort to in- 
crease its business to at least $750,000 per year. f 

5. That a special effort be made to increase the circulation of the Tele- 
scope to 50,000 during the quadrennium and that the Watchword and Sunday- 
school literature be strengthened in keeping with the action of the Board of 
Trustees at their recent meeting, namely: , 

That the Agent and editors prepare our own graded Sunday-school les- 
sons as soon as the same can be done without too much expense to the insti- 
tution; and in this connection recommend the following: 

(a) That a new Primary Quarterly and a new Junior Quarterly be pro- 
vided, and that the “Lessons for Juniors” be changed to a regular juvenile 
paper for Primary and Junior department. 

(b) That the Friend be separated into two papers, one for boys and the 
other for girls. 

(c) That we adopt the improved, uniform lessons beginning with 1918. 

(d) That all other Sunday-school publications be continued. 

6. We further recommend the election of an editor and an associate 
editor for the Religious Telescope. 

The election of an editor for the Watchword. 

The election of an editor and an associate editor for the Sunday-school 
literature. 

We recommend that the Agent and Trustees of the Printing Establish- 
ment make an estimate of the expense for the next General Conference and — 
present the amount to the Commission on Finance for apportionment, to be 
included in the general budget. j 

7. We recommend that the General Conference receive invitations from — 
two or more cities for the entertainment of the next General Conference and 
referred without vote to the Board of Bishops, the Agent, and the Trustees — 
of the Printing Establishment. q 

8. In view of the fact that the circulation of the Watchword is very — 
largely sustained through the Sunday schools and that there is at the pres- 
ent time no paper for the Senior department, we recommend that the editor 
of the Watchword be instructed to devote a reasonable portion of space to 
editorials, stories, articles, and news items adapted to the needs and require- 
ments of the Senior department of our Sunday schools. : 

9. That Chapter 21 of the Discipline on Printing Establishment and 
Church Publications remain unchanged. [Signed] G. A. Lampert, Chairman, 
M. B. Spayn, Secretary. 


Ordered printed. 


Rev. J. H. Dutton, secretary, read the report of the Committee on Tem- 
poral Economy, as follows: 


PARTIAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 

After due consideration, the committee begged leave to submit the 
following recommendations for favorable action: 

Chapter 5, Section 9, page 39: 

The annual conferences shall be represented in the General Conference 
according to the following ratios: 
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All conferences having less than three thousand members shall be 
entitled to two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; three thousand and 
less than eight thousand, two ministerial and two lay; eight thousand and 
less.than thirteen thousand, three ministerial and three lay; thirteen thou- 
sand and less than eighteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; eighteen 
thousand and less than twenty-three thousand, five ministerial and five lay; 
the same ratio to be continued through conferences having larger numbers. 

Chapter 5, Section 9, Article 3: 

Bishops’ Announcement; add the following to that article: 

“Providing, however, that at the following annual conference, should 
it occur, after the statistical secretary has made his report, that the number of 
members in the conference at that time would change the number of dele- 
gates to which the conference is entitled, the presiding Bishop shall so 
announce to the conference, and conference shall nominate the number of 
delegates indicated by the membership at that time.” 

Moved that the delegates to General Conference memorialize the General 
Conference as follows: ‘Resolved, That we request our delegates to memorial- 
ize the General Conference, which is to meet in Wichita next May; to provide 
a loose-leaf system of report blanks, simple and efficient in form, and of 
convenient and uniform size, covering the activities of the local church and 
all of the auxiliaries of the church, including committee reports of the 
Christian Endeavor, suitable for either monthly or quarterly use. [Signed ] 
J. BE. Grimes, Chairman, J. H. Durron, Secretary. 


Ordered printed. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. There was. a report of 
the Board of Administration laid on the table which has not been adoptea. 

Secrerary Hat. This report on administration was laid on the table 
until the adoption of the report of the Four-year Program. As that report 
has not been adopted, this report cannot yet be taken from the table. 

Dr. J. B. Connerr. The Committee on Delegates’ Expenses have their 
report ready; when the Bishop thinks the psychological moment comes, 
if it ever does, then it will be presented. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a very wise declaration. | Laughter. ] 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I have a question of privilege. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Docror Funk. I wish to call the attention of the General Conference 
to a matter that is of very vast importance to us as a Church. I like what 
is in the report this morning on the Four-year Program. You refer in that - 
report to what the Publishing Department shall do. I want to refer to this 
General Conference a little article that is in this daily paper under date of 
May 14, in which a statement is made of a bill now pending before the 
Congress of the United States, which, if passed, as it is before that body, will 
involve our pericdicals in an expense that will be almost prohibitive unless 
there is some other method used for their publication. I say it without 
qualification at this very moment that it will add $12,500 a year to the 
postage of our periodicals. This is in reference to an increase of postage on 
second-class matter, and I believe that it is my duty as your publisher in the 
past to call your attention to this matter, and possibly it ought to be referred 
to the Committee on Publication. I did not get to read it until just a few 
moments ago. It is another problem that comes up and must be solved by 
you here, and I do not feel that you ought to avoid a consideration of this 
an eS Suuey, of Miami Conference. I move that this matter be referred 
to the Committee on Publishing Interests with instructions to prepare a 
telegram by the chairman of the committee to send to the House of Repre- 
sentatives protesting in the most emphatic language they have against the 
proposed plan of collecting postage on publications. Doctor Funk has not 
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put it strong enough. It is one of the most outrageous things that has ever 
been proposed. 

Prov. Mark Kepprn, of California Conference. I think this Conference 
ought to take cognizance of the fact that this country faces a great crisis 
and that the sacrifices which are being demanded of us to-day are small as 
compared with the sacrifices which may be demanded of us before this is 
over. The very life of representative government in this country is at stake, 
and I am opposed to the United Brethren Conference joining hands with all 
the other interests of the country in an attempt to prevent the collection 
of adequate revenues for the support of this Government and for the proper 
carrying on of the war, for the sustaining of representative government and 
of human freedom in the world. I am opposed to this resolution. 

E. L. Suury. Since I have made the motion, I would like the privilege 
of speaking. I am just as loyal to this country and its needs in this day as 
any man dare to be; and I agree with the brother who has spoken that we 
are going to suffer as we have never suffered before, and it is our duty to 
share. But I am absolutely opposed to any plan which proposes to gag the 
writers in this country. I happened to be for some years on a committee 
whose business it was to study this question from the standpoint of the 
nation; and when some other things are corrected that would give us very 
much larger income than this proposition, I am ready to stand this part, and 
not until then. [Applause.] I know what I am talking about on this ques- 
tion. There are a few things that I do know, and that is one of them; and 
I think it is our business to protest emphatically against this particular 
form. Why, it will cost—it would multiply the cost of the quarterlies and 
so on, unless I am mistaken, to you, three or four times. 

Docror Funxk. About: four. 

EH. L. Suury. I know of a magazine in which I am interested, costing 
seventy-five cents a year, and it would cost ninety cents a year. It is not 
that we are opposed to the increase in postage—not that at all—but to the 
method. And in sending the telegram, it seems to me that we ought to 
state that we are willing to share our part of the burden, but we want it right. 

‘Dr. W. R. FuNK. May I have a word? 1, too, am loyal to this nation. 
I just gave a son to the army a little while ago. But I tell you I am very 
much opposed to the liquor interests of this nation controlling this legisla- 
tion. |Great applause and waving of handkerchiefs.] I am opposed to 
Senators and Congressmen voting upon the religious papers and periodicals 
of this nation a burden that means the elimination of many of those period- 
icals as a religious force and educational element in our civilized life. That 
is what I am opposed to, and that is what they are aiming to do. That is 
the aim, rather than the accumulation of money. They take the occasion 
here to make an attack upon the religious forces of this nation, and it is 
high time that we were awake to their stealthful method of putting this act 
into the statutes of this country. What does it mean? It means the zone 
system. We are permitted by this system to send the Religious Telescope to 
people living in close proximity to the Publishing House at a very little cost, 
but as we go away farther and farther, that price increases, as Mr. Shuey 
suggested. It ‘will increase so that. we will have a prohibitive cost on our 
subscription prices, not only of our Sunday-school literature but the Religious 
Telescope as well, by the time it reaches the Pacific Coast. 

The time is here when with courage we should stand for what is right. 
And I want to favor a resolution that this committee do something that will 
be heard down at Washington. [Voices of Amen. Applause.] They told us 
that Wilson would keep us out of war. I am not bringing in politics. Goa 
forbid that I should. I would not say a word that would reflect on that 
great man as he stands face to face with the crises upon him, bearing him 
down at this moment. But I do oppose the election of a man to any posi- 
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tion in state or church, then hedging him around and not allowing him to do 
the thing that ought to be done in the Republic. That is where the iniquity 
is to-day. Inside of thirty days after the inauguration of this splendid man, 
the forces of war were at work and he was forced to lend himself to the 
bringing of this awful condition upon us. Oh, we may cry, “War, war, war,” 
but I tell you, my friends, the gospel of Jesus Christ says there should be 
no war. |Applause.] And these war-gods are the result of sin in the nations 
of the earth to-day, and any homage we place at the feet of the war-gods 
is wrong, in my judgment. |Applause.] Take a tax that means bringing 
death to your forefathers or to mine—whether they are on English or on 
German soil, it matters not—it should not obtain to-day under a Christian 
civilization. I thank you, Mr. Chairman. [Great applause. | 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote? 

Calls for the question. 

Pror. A.°A. Maysinies, of Miami Conference. May we inquire whether 
this telegram is to be limited to religious publications? If so, I join in 
everything that Doctor Funk has said. If, on the other hand, it savors of the 
interpretation which our brother across the way indicates that it might, then 
some people on the other side of this question may as forcibly have some 
things to say about the attitude of the big business interests of the country, 
as have been said of the brewers. Let it be distinctly understood now 
whether or not this telegram is to refer to religious publications. 

Doctor FunK. It certainly ought to refer to religious publications and to 
religious publications alone. And I want to say here and now, with as deep 
devotion and spirit as I can, that I sympathize with every word that Pro- 

fessor Maysilles has said with reference to big business interests reaping an 
unjust profit from war conditions. |[Applause.] 

Calls for the question. 

Rev. A. A. CHoapman, of Georgia-Florida Conference. I would like to be 
heard for just a few words. 

Calls for the question. - 

Tue Presipent. He asks to be heard for just a few words. Will you 

hear him a few minutes? 
° Rev. A. A. CHapmMan. When Dr. Lewis Davis and 
visited the capital of our great nation in the days of our great struggle to 
retain Old Glory, Mr. Lincoln received them and he said, “I have watched 
the churches of this great land, and the United Brethren Church has been 
loval to the cause.” Their mission was to try to recover costs or remunera- 
tion for church property that had been destroyed in Virginia. 

Now, I should feel very greatly humiliated if this great Church in this 
day, this day of crisis, this day that demands every American, if we should 
take an action or say a word or pass a resolution that should not be in har- 
mony with the maintenance of this great country. I am against the resolu- 
tion. I don’t think we ought to say it. I will tell you, my friends, in the 
days when our colonial fathers were contending for life, there were men 
rising up on every side, hedging up the way of our heroic fathers. I pro- 
pose to stand clear—give our great Government a chance, if we are into it. 
We are in, and heaven knows, only knows, how or when or where we will 
get out, and we need to stand together. And if it comes on me, I will do 
everything I can, for no man ever heard me kick on my taxes. It means 

“support for my country, and I stand to let them pass it. 
Calls for the question. Ps eke 
Proressor KEPPEL. I move an amendment that the word “religious” be 
inserted in that telegram so it will apply exclusively to religious publications. 
Tue PRESIDENT. That will be accepted by the mover. 
Proressor Kepret. I wish to be sure it is in. 
The amendment prevailed. 
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Rey. 8S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. We read in the papers that the 
Senators of the United States propose that this war shall be a wet war. We 
should let them know that we want them to put the expense first along where 
it will reap a great deal more income to the Government by withholding the 
grain that would now go into the distillery, and that we protect the period- 
icals that stand for freedom and liberty against the brewers and the saloon. 

Dr. M. B. Spayv. <As the secretary of that committee, I would like to 
know, do you want this committee to draft that telegram and send it without 
submitting it to the General Conference, or shall it be submitted before it is 
sent? 

Dr..W. R. Funk. I have ventured to try to word the proposed telegram. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear this telegram. 

Doctor Funk. “The General Conference of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, assembled in Wichita, Kansas, enters its protest: against 
the proposed increase of postage rate on religious periodicals, as the increase 
would mean the discontinuance of most of these publications.’ That is as 
far as I have gone. 

THE PreEsIpENT. All right. You have heard it. This is the proposed 
phraseology. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. Do you move the adoption of that as the telegram? 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion to adopt the telegram will be in order just 
now. He read it because it would indicate the probable character of the 
telegram which would go, and therefore we would be a little more intelligent 
in voting, because we are voting to authorize an official telegram. Are you 
ready to vote? 

Calls for the question. 

THE Presipen’r. AS many as will order this telegram will stand. Be 
seated. As many as are opposed will indicate by the same sign. The tele- — 
gram is ordered. 

THE PRESIDENT: Now, if we can have the report of the Committee on 
Delegates’ Expenses. ; ; 

SECRETARY HAmMMaAcK. I want to ask whether the Committee on Pub- 
lishing Interests, in having this paper published, desire to have this list of 
committees—all of the names—published, or just the chairman and secre 
tary? I would like to know. 

THE PreswwENT. For the sake of printing, the chairman and secretary 
is all that will be necessary. If you will, go ahead and have this one more 
report. Proceed with the report on delegates’ expenses, Doctor Connett. 

Doctor Connetr. The secretary will read. : 

THE Presipent. Come forward. Just a moment. Brother Inman says 
he would like to make an announcement. Will you hear his announcement 
now? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Rev. O. O. InMAN. I would like to tell the treat we have provided for 
you to-night in the lecture of the Hon. Victor Murdock. I know you will be 
exceedingly well entertained and repaid for hearing him. And this will be 
followed by: a reception. We will begin promptly at eight o’clock—a very 
short program. 

Docror Funk. Before the report is read, may I just read this completed 
telegram? 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Doctor Funk. “The General Conference of the United Brethren in 
Christ, assembled at Wichita, Kansas, enters its protest against the proposed 
increase in the postage rate as it applies to religious periodicals. The increase 
would mean the discontinuance of most of these educational papers. We 
pledge our loyalty to the President and nation, but protest against the zone. 
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system of postage for the above.” That is to be signed by the chairman and 
secretary of the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed Brother Ware. 

J. B. Ware, of West Virginia Conference, read the report as follows: 


We, your Committee on Delegates’ Expenses, respectfully report as fol- 
lows: 

We recommend that the Treasurer be instructed to pay the expenses of 
the general officers, missionaries, and delegates to the General Conference, 
as follows: 

1. Expenses of general officers in full. 

2. Expenses of foreign delegates from point of travel within United 
States and return to same point. 

3. Expenses of delegates: 

(a) Cartare, round trip, direct route, incite sleeper is used. 

(b) Actual expenses tor meals on trip and: return, return meals to be 
estimated on meals to Conference. 

(c) At Wichita: 

Each delegate will be allowed $2.00 per day from date of arrival up to 
and including Monday, May 21, for room and boarding, provided, where 
aelegates leave betore date mentioned, payment of expenses at Wichita shall 
be maae only to date ot departure. 

(d) Each general officer, missionary, and delegate to furnish a signed 
statement of his expenses, as avove provided, to the committee for its ap- 
proval, and to be certified to the ‘Treasurer for payment. [Signed] J. B. 
CONNEL?, Chairman, J. BLACKBURN WARE, Secretary. 

The report was adopted without printing. 

After announcements, the motion to adjourn prevailed, WAG hal By od leah ste 
Kulton pronounced the benediction. 


/ 








FIFTH DAY—AFTERNOON_SESSION. 
TurEspAy, May 15, 1917. 

The fifth day, afternoon session, of the General Conference convened at 
2: 00 o'clock, Bishop Fout presiding. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is now time to open the afternoon session. Rev. H. HE. 
Miller and Doctor Shannon will lead in prayer. 

THE PrkSIDENT. The Conference is now in session. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. I have a report of 
the Committee on Publishing interests. A telegram substantially as read 
pefore you was sent. I was to have a copy just as it was worded, but it 
didn’t come to my hands; but we have another matter, an additional matter 
concerning that action, that we should present at this time. 


1.. We recommend that the members of the General Conference get 
together by States and immediately telegraph their respective Senators a 
protest to the zone postal measure now before the Senate. 

2. That each individual member write to his Congressman at once pro- 
testing against the zone postal measure now before Congress. 


Dr. D. D. Lowery. I simply want to say this about that matter. Our 
Congressman was here, sat with us for several days. He received a telegram 
to come to Washington and vote, and he thought it was important for him to 
go there at this time, and we thought so, and he is there to take care of our 
interests. 

Secretary Hammack. I want to say that Virginia is just a little bit 
in advance. We have already sent ours to our Senators, 
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Tur Prestpenr. Well, the fact that some of the delegations have been it 
advance of this resolution, I do not regard it as argument against its adop ~ 
tion. Let others do likewise. I will entertain a motion to adopt. 

The motion prevailed, and the report was adopted. 

Rey. H. W. Wippors. I move to strike out of the minutes of this Con- 
ference and the stenographic report all reference to the discussion of the 
report of the Committee on Delegates’ Expenses that took place last night, 
and substitute therefor this item: “The Committee on Delegates’ Expenses 
reported, and after considerable discussion the report was referred back to 
the committee by unanimous consent.’ Adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. I trust that we will make psychological conditions about 
what they were during thé forenoon. The problem before us is that ot 
creating an atmosphere in which to do business, and when we have the atmos- 
phere in which to do business and when we have the atmosphere to produce 
the psychological conditions necessary, we can do more business in one hour 
in this Conference than in two days when we do not have those conditions. 
We have a special order for this time. 

BisHop MaTHEWwSs. We have a message from another denomination, and 
the fraternal delegate is here from that denomination. I suggest that the 
secretary read it at this time. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read. 

Secretary Hammack read as follows: 


“New York, N. Y., May 12, 1917. 
“To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, Wichita, Kansas. 

“DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN:—Pursuant to the action of the General 
Conference of 1916, held at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., the Bishops of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church have designated one of their own number, the Rev- 
erend Bishop William O. Shepard, D.D., LL.D., to convey to your honored 
body the greetings of our Church. 

“Tt is probably unnecessary for me to say any formal introductory word 
concerning Bishop Shepard. As pastor, district superintendent, and, since 
1912, a general superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Church, he has 
served the Church with conspicuous ability, his fidelity and success in 
administration constantly strengthening the honor and affection in which 
he is held. A careful student of whatever concerns the extension of our 
particular denomination, he is well qualified to speak concerning the spirit 
and achievements of Methodism. 

“In this day when the leaders in church and state alike are thinking in 
world terms, when the sympathy of Christian hearts can no longer be con- 
fined within the boundary of continent or race, we should be unworthy of 
our place if we did not strive to keep pace with the thought and desire of 
those who fitly represent the vital Christian catholicity. With this broadened 
view of obligation and opportunity, there must be a deepening of sacrificial 
love for mén, a love which, without the intermixttre of malice or wrath, 
shall in humility give itself unstintedly to Christ for the world’s good. Our 
Methodism is striving toward this ideal of sympathy and service; but in this 
consciousness of larger relationship it cannot forget the peculiar claims of 
those with whom by faith and tradition we are most closely related, and — 
such are the cords which bind together the United Bréthren in Christ and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 3 

“May the bonds of unity be strengthened by the coming to you of Bishop 
Shepard, our beloved brother, and may that strengthened unity mean to us 
all, comrades of the forward look, comrades of the upward look, the increase. 
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of that kingdom which has no frontier, the kingdom of our common Lord 
and Master. 
“By order and in behalf of © 
“THE BISHOPS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
“L. B. WILson, Secretary.” 


Bistor Matruews. Sixteen years’ ago, when I moved to Chicago to my 
headquarters appointed by the Church, it was my pleasure to meet very early 
a distinguished minister and citizen of that great city of Chicago, and we 
were associated in Christian activity and in moral reform for many years. 
We fought battles together. We discussed great questions together with 
reference to moral reform and civic righteousness as well as spiritual Chris- 
tianity, and it was my great pleasure, in 1912, to know that the great Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church had elevated my personal friend to the great office of 
Bishop, at Minneapolis at that great conference, and it was a very great 
pleasure to be able to send greetings to this distinguished personal friend 
of mine, because of the honor that his Church had conferred upon him and 
the achievements that he has made throughout these years since he has 
been elevated to that high position. It was my pleasure to be with him in the 
great battle in the State of [llinois in the interest of the Anti-Saloon League. 
We were on the same general committee together, and I remember with a 
great deal of pleasure our associations, our conflicts, and the achievements 
through the efforts of those who were united in the great work of moral 
reform in that splendid State. 

It was a great pleasure the other day to receive a letter from Bishop 
Anderson, my personal friend in Cincinnati, who is Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and who has headquarters at that place, and to know that 
they had honored us as a denomination in sending a fraternal delegate of 
that association to this body, and it gave me great joy to know that that 
great denomination appreciated the overture of the present speaker with 
reference to the relations which I think all evangelical denominations should 
sustain in exchanging greetings one towards another in the interest of 
fellowship that is so conspicuous in these times—ought to be so conspicuous 
in these times—and then, when I learned that that fraternal representative 
is a resident of this splendid city, I had peculiar pleasure and peculiar joy; 
and I think it would not be too generous for me to say that my dear, dis- 
tinguished friend, Bishop Shepard, will have charge in the absence of our 
cistinguished Bishop of the United Brethren as well as all the other denom- . 
inations in this splendid city, as his headquarters are here; and so at this 
moment, without taking your time, it is a peculiar personal privilege to intro- 
duce to the chairman of this Conference this afternoon my friend, Bishop 
Shepard. ; : 

[Bishop Fout, in shaking hands with Bishop Shepard, said, “Bishop 
Shepard, I am so pleased to know you.” Applause. | 

THE Presment. We are highly honored in having as our guest this dis- 
tinguished churchman, a broad-browed, great-hearted, God-like man. The 
United Brethren Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church have been close 
friends for over one hundred years. Philip William Otterbein, the founder 
and first Bishop of the Church, and Francis Asbury, the first Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in this country, were warm personal friends. 
Bishop Otterbein was invited to assist in the ordination of Bishop Asbury, 
and Bishop Asbury was called upon to take the leading part in the funeral 
services of our Bishop Otterbein. I feel very sure that this bond of love will 
be strengthened by the coming of our great friend this afternoon; and if 
there has been a time since Otterbein and Asbury touched hearts when we 
might build an arch over these families of like polity and faith and write on 
that arch “United Brethren in Christ,” it is this afternoon. [Applause.] 
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Will the audience arise and receive Bishop Shepard? [All arise with great 
applause. ] 
Bishop Shepard addressed the Conference as follows: 


I thank you, my brother, for these very gracious words of invitation, and 
I am very much moved by the wordg of Bishop Mathews in his words of 
presentation, and I can reciprocate what he can say about our relation to 
each other during some years in the city of Chicago. He told the truth, for 
we did fight together, but we never fought each other. [Good.] And it is 
with much pleasure that I come to you this afternoon and bring to you 
my personal greetings and the greetings of the Church which has commis- 
sioned me for this office. And now, brethren, in order that I may say what 
I want to say and not say anything that I do not want to say, I am going 
to violate my own rule—I don’t know that there is any other rule that has 
ruled—and read to you the words that I shall speak. 

Dear brethren, members of the General Conference of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ: My colleagues have assigned to me the pleasant 
duty of bringing to you their cordial greetings, and of expressing to you the 
brotherly love and hearty good will of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

When we, of a sister denomination so closely related to you in chron- 
ological origin, in doctrinal conviction, in depth and nature of experience, and 
in all practical ends, remember “your work of faith and labor of love and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,’ we are “bound to give thanks 
always for you, making mention of you in our prayers.” 

Owing to difference of languages which existed at the time of your 
origin, differences for which the presumptuous projectors of the Tower of 
Babel, not Otterbein and Asbury, were responsible; and owing possibly to 
ignorance and frailty in men which God has long “winked at” but of which 
he now commands us everywhere to repent, we differ in name, and are 
divided in our Father’s vineyard by hedges which we ourselves have planted, 
hedges which we ourselves may trim and lower, or at whose root we may 
lay the ax; but there is a higher law and a deeper conviction and nature 
which have prompted my colleagues, the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to send me to you to say that we are brethren united in Christ. 
[ Applause. ] 

In these latter days, this sense of essential unity is growing in the 
hearts and minds of ‘‘all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” All 
denominational names are doing obeisance to that name which is above all 
names, the name of him who “came God blessed over all.” Others may 
decrease, but he must increase. Later I may take a moment to say why this 
tendency is so marked in our time, and to express the hope that the ten- 
dency may increase to more and more until at least practical unity of all 
who have named the name of Christ is included in that divine event toward 
which the whole creation moves, and which, in spite of all that may seem 
to the contrary, is happily not so far off as we first believed. 

But I wish now to say that there are special ties between you and me, 
and between your noble Church and that company of believers with whom, 
and with Christ in God, I live and have my being and my task and place. 

We are brethren, united, first of all, in a very similar origin. Otterbein 
and Asbury, both prophets of God, both pioneers in American Christianity, 
the one the human founder of your Church, and the other the largest factor 
in early American Methodism, were not only contemporaries; they were 
personal friends. Expressing this friendship, Asbury gave this warm testi- 
mony concerning Otterbein: “Forty years have I known this retiring man of 
God, towering above his fellows in learning, wisdom, and grace, and yet 
seeking to be known only to God and to the people of God.’ Surely they 
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were brethren. Although the records may add nothing to the probability, it 
is scarcely to be doubted that, in the warmth of personal friendship and in 
the sense of the oneness and greatness of their task in taking early America 
for Christ, Otterbein and Asbury more than once greeted each other as the 
former did when moved by the eloquence and unction of Martin Boehm, and 
said, “We are brethren.” In 1774, Asbury wrote in his journal: “Had a 
friendly intercourse with Mr. O. (Otterbein) and Mr. S. (Schwope), the 
German ministers, on the plan of church discipline on which they intend 
to proceed”; and twelve years later, he wrote in that same record of apos- 
tolic labors: “I called upon Mr. O. (Otterbein). We had some free con- 
versation on the necessity of forming a church among the Dutch, holding 
conferences, the order of its government, and so forth.” A friendship thus 
existing between the fathers should be perpetuated by the sons. 

There were other early bonds. These brethren, united in Christ and in 
personal friendship, were servants of God under the same trying circum- 
stances. They faced the same situation. They labored at a time, and not 
far apart geographically, when Christianity was almost extinct in the new 
world. Even formalism had been withdrawn on account of the war between 
Hngland and the American Colonies. Experimental religion was almost 
unknown, or known only to be despised. Some one, writing of that day, 
has said, “A converted minister was almost as much of a phenomenon as a 
comet in the heavens.” 

Otterbein and Asbury faced the same world in arms, and they faced it in 
the same manner. Without churches in which to preach, they preached in 
dwellings, in barns, in schoolhouses, and on the common. They traveled on 
horseback and on foot. They were in labors more abundant than others. 
They were in perils of the same kind. Of neither of them was the world 
worthy. 

' And they taught the same truths. Together, though each in his place, 
_ they preached the damning nature and power of sin and the sufficient grace 
of God for the complete and instant forgiveness of the vilest sinner ; and the 
result was a multitude of twice-born men. They declared with the same 
emphasis the sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost, the assurance which God 
gives to his child in regeneration, justification, and sanctification, and the 
responsibility, involving ability, for the acceptance of the free grace of God 
which had appeared to all men. 

These doctrines, now so well known and widely accepted and greatly 
loved, were then almost new under the sun and were stoutly contested. Their 
powerful declaration by Otterbein and Asbury, and a host of others who had 
drunk from the same spring, created an epoch. They turned the world 
upside down again; and in doing sv, they were moved by the same Spirit 
and impulses, and wrought side by side for the same ends. 

It was probably the more limited field to which Otterbein confined his 
labors which made them less resultful from a numerical standpoint than 
were the heroic works of Asbury. They had the same power of God, used 
similar methods, were both mighty men of God, and held steadfastly to the 
same great purpose. . 

Another point of similarity should be noticed, though it is so clearly 
apparent and well known as scarcely to need declaration. The molds into 
which the two movements were poured are singularly similar. Classes, 
societies for a long time not separating from the historic churches, con- 
ferences, non-prelatical episcopacy, emphasis on evangelism, itineracy, free- 
dom in the non-essentials of rites and ceremonies, and many other matters, 
indicate a common source and inspiration. You are not willing to call 
yourselves Methodists, but you are methodical; and we are not willing to call 
ourselves United Brethren, but we are brethren united in the same bonds 
as yourselves, and, if you please, with yourselves, 
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Flowing from the springs so similar and so closely related, the springs, 
which for easy designation are known as United Brethrenism and as Meth- 
odism, have not greatly changed the freshness and healing character of their 
waters, nor have they become widely separated. 


Of Methodism I may be permitted to speak somewhat more at length. 
While it has gone into all lands and has sought to be all things to all men 
during all the years, yet it has not been disobedient to the heavenly vision 
or modified the plans which it received from Wesley and Asbury in the 
holy mount in those days of origin and inspiration. Its aim as much now as 
ever is to “spread Scriptural holiness over these lands.” It has never sent 
its commission back for revision or amendment. It has entered into a diver- 
sity of operations, but it is moved by the same Spirit and as dex Ouyly. 
acknowledges the same Lord who worketh all in all. 

For example, its itineracy, which was derived from the apostles, with 
Jesus Christ as its corner-stone and best exemplar, but which was so nearly 
lost a hundred and fifty years ago as to be under Methodism a revival rather 
than a survival, has not been essentially altered. Its characteristic has never 
been the time which it has taken to give a message in any one place, nor the 
manner in which the apostles agree among themselves to labor—the one in 
Jerusalem and the other in Samaria—nor the manner in which, all scripless 
and purseless, the laborers shall receive the hire of which they are worthy; 
but the characteristic thing of the itineracy has been the fact that the 
itinerants have gone everywhere preaching the word of God. They have 
started, at least, for the uttermost parts of the world. Theirs is no limited 
commission. The field is the world. The whole world is their parish. They 
acknowledge no sectionalism. 

Their message is to no one race, but to all races, without respect of 
persons or tongue or color. For them there is no Jew or Greek or bond or 
free or caste or class or sectional lines. They have been commissioned to go, 
and nothing has been said as to where they are to stop, except the implica- 
tion that it is to be at the end of the world. They have understood that it 
has been to make all men, represented by the many tongues in Jerusalem 
that day when the apostles, the first itinerants, received their enduement and 
appeintments, to hear the gospel in the tongues wherein they were born. 

It would, therefore, my brothers, be impossible for any General Con- 
ference or agreements between sister denominations, without doing violence 
to the fundamental characteristic of the itineracy, to say, “Go as far as this 
dividing line, as far as this caste or color, but no farther.” That is impos- 
sible. To stop anywhere, as though they had no message beyond, would 
compel them to go back first to the original Fount of authority for a new 
commission; and they might not get a new one if they were so far recreant 
as to take their hand from the plow. 

This has nothing whatever to do with that courtesy and agreement 
between brethren by which there is marked out a division of labor. This 
does not mean that the Methodist itinerant shall enter that village of a few 
hundred population when it is already well churched and the spiritual needs 
of the people are well cared for. Methodism has cordially united with other 
denominations in the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
for the adjustment of all differences, the conservation of all forces, and the 
supervision and care of all needs and territory. 

While neither of our Churches can hope that in all cases we shall be 
able to avoid making mistakes, and possibly giving offense, I am sure that 
{ know the spirit of Methodism well enough to say that it is our definite, 
avowed, and settled purpose to live and let live, to be brotherly, to observe 
the law of noblesse oblige, showing magnanimity where and’ when we are 
strong, and meeting others more than half way, not like David and Goliath, 
but like David and Jonathan. If any individual fails in showing this spirit 
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and co-operation, read his error in the light of this rule and practice. And 
what we show to our brethren we are happy to find is the growing custom 
of all those whose love for the kingdom outstrips their zeal for sect. 

And, further, the characteristic of the itinerant is not merely that he 
goes everywhere, but that he goes everywhere preaching the Word of God. 
He is a traveling preacher, not merely a traveling man. He travels for the 
sake of preaching. It is not because of the love of method that he travels 
nor because he can thus make sure of covering the whole field, nor because 
he soon crops one field and another pasture looks greener, but it is for the 
sake of preaching the Word. 

What is the Word? Not something written in the book to be committed 
and given by rote. Not something which might be committed to a phono- 
graph. Not something with which schools can fully equip a man, though 
they do much to help in that direction. The Word is something which has 
been made known in his own soul. The Word is something which has come 
to him as it did to the prophets of old. The Word is fire in his bones and 
live coals on his lips and tongues of fire sitting on his head, and a fire that 
burns no matter upon what he muses, and which is a “woe is me’ if he does 
not get it to his fellowmen without its cooling on the way. The itinerant 
is essentially a moving pentecost. He goes everywhere, but with a mission. 
The characteristic is net that he moves every conference time, or when the 
Bishop elects, but that he moves in order that—in order that he may the 
more effectually and effectively move other men by the Word of God. 

Brothers, the itinerants which I have the privilege to represent to you 
to-day have fought a good fight, have kept the faith, and have not finished 
their course. They have just got nicely started for the uttermost parts of 
the earth, operating in one hundred and fifty-eight conferences and missions 
in five continents and the islands of the sea, 20,000 conference members and 
15,000 local. preachers, with a membership constituency of over 4,000,000. 

You will rejoice with me that that branch of Methodism which I come 
to represent has grown so rapidly, that so many have been born at her altars, 
so many institutions of mercy and learning have sprung up in all the lands 
where she has gone, and that she has flung her battle-line out so far. 

But if 1 should border upon the immodest, and tell you of our numbers 
and bigness, you could not remember it, and perhaps would not believe it. 
Jt is in the books, and in the whole world. If you are interested enough to 
listen with any patience to my recital of the thing which is marvelous in 
our eyes because it is the Lord’s doings, you will doubtless be interested 
enough to read the story for yourselves. 

So I shall but hastily rehearse our bulk. A more important question is 
whether we have life to vitalize it. It is a well-known principle in physics 
that what we gain in motion we lose in power. Is the church to-day such 
a natural thing, depending only on involved forces, having no fount or spring 
outside of itself, natural and not supernatural, that to gain momentum and 
‘bulk it has been obliged to yield its power and spirit? Have the sons of- 
Wesley’s and Otterbein’s God kept the faith? Does the itineracy go only 
when moved by ecclesiastical pulleys and levers, and have no longer the 
mystical and mighty energy in response to the “Go” of Christ, which 
characterized the fathers? 

We have had many adversaries stand in the open and effectual doors. 
Since Otterbein and Asbury, the physical world has been revolutionized. 
Steam and electricity have wrought a myriad of miracles. Cities have 
out-Babyloned Babylon. Widely separated States have been made into 
neighborhoods and continents have been tied together with copper cables. 
Manufacturers have multiplied until everything material and physical has 
been made new. Farming is new, building is new, housekeeping is new. 
At the same time, there have been great ideas in the intellectual realm. We 
have learned of the unimaginable immensity of the universe, and the unimag- 
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inable ages that men have been on the planet, and the unbroken uniformity 
of progress in all the physical and animate realms. Besides this, we have 
had the books of our faith put under the microscope of scholars, and the 
penknives of our modern Jehoikims, and everything has been investigated 
and-scrutinized and challenged. To have kept the faith at all in times like 
these, has proven either the greatness of the things believed or the men who 
have believed them, or both. We have learned how big our world is and how 
full it is of men. We have learned that our sun, which holds it in its unceas- 
ing grasp, is a million times bigger than our mighty planet. We have 
learned that our sun is one of the myriad suns that welter in the sky, and 
one of the smaller ones. We have learned that man has been here for many 
years and has accomplished many marvelous things. Have we been able also — 
to maintain that this awful God who has made all these things, that this 
awful God is ours, our Father and our Lord? Have we been able to main- 
tain the faith that the God that belted Orion and led forth Arcturus and his 
sons really cares for us more than planets and moons and suns and stars, 
that he numbers the hairs of our heads and hears our sighs and bottles our 
tears? Can we believe in a God that cares for both stars and tears? Have 
we retained that faith in these awful times? If so, this generation of 
preachers has done a perfectly herculean task. To preach the infinitely great 
and the infinitely compassionate and mindful God in one breath, has been 
the task fer. apostles and prophets, and is worthy of wonder. 

That has been done. It is true in your fold and true in mine. Our 
preachers have kept the faith in spite of a new world, and a world in arms 
against us. In spite of all that has been said about our Holy Scriptures, 
we have them still, better known and better believed and better loved than 
ever before. There are more’ students with them in their hands, more 
teachers teaching them, more preachers preaching them, more saints. trust-- 
ing them, than since Peter preached at Pentecost. They are given to more 
young men as they start to war, or into business, by more loving mothers; 
they are read around more peaceful family altars; they are held in the grasp 
of more dying men and women, than since they were given by holy men of 
old as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. The eagle of the faith is not 
weary of its wings. Our gospel is not on its sickbed. It is just coming into 
its own. [Applause.] It is coming to a new and better reformation and 
renaissance. 

I do not expect you all to agree with me. Sometimes I do not agree 
with myself. Sometimes I grow pessimistic and despairing. : 


Oh, it is hard to work for God, 
To rise and take his part 

Upon the battlefields of earth, 
And not sometimes lose heart. 


He hides himself so wondrously, 
As if there were no God; 

He is least seen when all the powers 
Of ill are most abroad. 


It is not so, but so it looks, 
And we lose courage then, 

And doubts will come if God hath kept 
His promises to men. 


But right is right, since God is God, 
And right the day must win; 

To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin. 
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There: are some, however, who are determined to believe that Christ has 
failed. But Jesus Christ has not failed. The war in Europe, and now— 
God have mercy!—in America ag well, does not prove that Christ has failed. 
It proves that kings have failed, and emperors have failed, and czars have 
failed, and parliaments have failed, and courts have failed, and nations 
armed to the teeth have failed, and navies have failed, and armies have 
failed, and newspapers and literature and schools and libraries and art and 
philosophy and science have all failed. But Jesus Christ has never failed. 
He has never been given a chance. |Applause.] My America has voted, by 
its representatives, to spend many millions, billions, for war. Those billions 
spent for schools and gospel would have done away with war forever. [Ap- 
plause.] They would almost insure the millennium. They would build schools 
and plant churches in every village in the world, I judge. They would 
spread mercy and truth around the earth. Nations are spending more in a 
single day to kill their enemies than they spend in decades to bless and 
evangelize them. Oh, that Christ might have a chance! What a world 
we might have if he had a chance! What a world we have because he has 
had no chance! I have been robbed! What a world I might have had to 
live in! What a world I have to live in! I’ve been robbed! and you ’ve 
been robbed! 

And, brothers, it is because we are seeing as never before what a task 
we have, how much opposition and inertia we have to meet, and move, how 
big the world is and how sick and helpless it is, how “devil-haunted and 
hunted” it is, that you and I, my Church and your Church, and all the 
churches, are coming together into a blessed fellowship [applause] and laying 
down our little prejudices and non-essential matters, our shibboleths, and 
“mint, anise, and cummin,” and clasping hands to give Jesus Christ a chance. 
It’s the task that makes allies. It is the task that binds us in more than 
grip of steel. And I am sent here to-day to tell you, my brethren in Christ, 
that we will make no separate peace with the enemy. We have enlisted for 
the war. We are fully committed. If you hear to the contrary, believe it 
not. If some report should be made that we are losing our enthusiasm and 
zeal, put it down as an intrigue of the enemy and machination of the devil. 
I interpret my authority in coming to you to be that I may assure you breth- 
ren, whose zeal and faith and labors we well know and rejoice in, that we - 
will make no terms with the enemy until every knee shall bow and confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father! 

In carrying on our work we have found it wise to adapt our methods, 
we methodical people, to changing conditions. It is no longer necessary to 
confine ourselves to the common and the barn. We have over thirty thou- 
sand churches valued at two hundred and twenty-five million dollars, We 
no longer depend upon going out into the world for raw material for our 
ranks, though we still go after adults; but we have more than four and 
a half million Sunday-school members in more than thirty-six thousand 
schools, and of that number the Lord is adding daily such as are being 
saved. Without abating one jot our evangelistic appeal to masses in the 
cities, but rather constantly devising some new and more effective approach 
to the sinner, we are putting greater emphasis and reaching greater results 
than ever before, in the nursery of the Church; and the best life of the 
Church is found employed in instructing its youths, and fitting them for the 
larger leadership which the coming generation will inevitably demand. And 
not only in the Sunday schools, but in colleges, universities, and secondary 
schools, numbering in all lands over four hundred schools, valued at more 
than thirty-three million dollars, with endowments of practically the same 
amount, the Church is instructing eight-five thousand students, over half 
| of them in the United States. It is giving four million dollars annually 
| for missions at home and abroad. It has recently put over a thousand 
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deaconesses into their Chrisf-like work, and amassed over seven million 
doliars’ worth of property. It has built over a score of hospitals in this | 
land—practically all in the last score of years—and has erected many homes 
and orphanages for the aged and for children. 

You must pardon this brief resume of the work that has been done by | 
your sister denomination. Only thus could I say to you that, while the | 
method has been adapted to the needs and the demand of the generation, 
have we at the same time maintained the faith, and put the emphasis upon | 
the indwelling of Christ in the human heart and life. Methodists still preach 
that the heart may be “strangely warmed.’ Methodists still preach that God 
wants a peculiar people—if not so peculiar as to their dress and their ex- | 
pressions of emotion, yet peculiar in that they are zealous of good works. | 
Methodists still preach that their good works should not be for salvation, 
but from salvation. They still preach that without holiness no man shall | 
see the Lord, here or hereafter; only the pure in heart shall see God anywhere. ih 
They still preach that God has raised them up. Perhaps a little more readily | 
than formerly, they believe that God has raised other people up also, and | 
raised them up to spread Scriptural holiness over these lands. What lands? 
Not the lands that Otterbein and Asbury and their fellow-workers knew, | 
but a vast domain, all this West land and Coast land and Mexico; yes, and | 
South America, where Oldham is leading the way to a new Christianity; 
and Africa, the field-of Taylor and Hartzel; and India, the land of Butler | 
and Thorburn; and China, the land of Bashford and Lewis; and Europe, the | 
land with its mountains of bones and its rivers of blood. The world, for | 
the first time, is the parish which John Wesley foresaw. | 

But, brothers, it is vastly too big for us. There is abundant room for | 
us and for you, and for all who exalt our Christ. Welcome, thrice welcome, 
a thousandfold welcome, all ye who adore him, to the field and to the labors. 
One is our Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren; and you and we come | 
into the field together, our sires wrought together, our Churches are bound. 
together by similar doctrines and similarity of polity, our children have 
grown up together, and I am sent to you to speak a cordial and sincere word 
of love, and to say, “Let us stand together, and work together, and send up 
our prayers together to the same throne, until finally we shall appear to-. 
gether before that throne and have the joy of hearing our Lord say, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful, enter together into the joy of your Lord!’ ” 

And now let me say one additional and perhaps more formal word. ‘This 
is the day of syndication. Co-operation and union are the watchwords of the. 
times, waste of men and money and effort are inexcusable. Divisions are 
seen to be carnal more clearly than ever before. As we get nearer to Christ 
and his plan and program in the world, we come nearer and nearer to each. 
other as the spokes of a wheel come nearer to each other as they come 
nearer to the hub, and as all the arteries unite as they approach the heart. 
In harmony with this Christian thought and tendency, I wish to say 
that, if in your wisdom and official capacity, in response to the sincere 
words which I now speak, and speak with the authority of the Board of 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, you shall take any steps toward 
a closer federation or union with that branch of the church of Jesus Christ 
which I have the honor, however unworthy, to represent, you will find a 
hearty and brotherly response. ; 

I am not without the hope that even now, by our cordial co- 
and Christian fellowship, we shall prove that we are one as our Lord prayed 
his disciples should be, and that the time is not far distant when the springs 
which were so near to each other in their origin and so alike in the healing 
character of their waters, may flow together in a river which shall make 
glad the city of our God. [Great applause.] F ; 










operation 
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Conference stood and sang “Blest be the tie that binds.” 

Tue PRESIDENT. Bishop Kephart, of this district, who is associated with 
Bishop Shepard in the work of this mighty Southwest, will respond to this 
gracious message. Bishop Kephart. | Applause. | 


BisHop Kepuarr. Mr. Chairman, Bishop Shepard of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and Brethren of the Conference: ’ 

It is quite impossible for mie to respond in due measure to these splendid 
and eloquent words to which we have just now listened, coming, as they do 
come, from the heart of a brother in Christ and from the heart of a great 
body of Christian believers that labors as earnestly as we who labor for the 
promotion of the kingdom of Jesus Christ and for the ends that we so much 
desire. Our hearts are one. If there is difference at all, if there is distinc- 
tion at all, if there is separation at all, I am sure that I speak the truth when 
I say that separation is not because of a lack of common interest in the 
great purposes of Jesus Christ. It may be because of a difference in con- 
ception as to the methods of work. It may be in part because we have. not 
come into the close fellowship that is necessary in order to bring the com- 
pletest union and the completest co-operation. We are one in heart. 

It has not been my privilege up to this time to be acquainted with the 
distinguished gentleman who has just spoken to you. I am glad to meet 
him here and glad to join with him and with you in the work of the Master 
for the accomplishing of the great tasks that are before us. Bishop Shepard 
has paid an eloquent tribute to the early laborers in two churches, to Asbury 
and to Otterbein, who, in their lives and in their labors were much like 
David and Jonathan, and in their death they were not divided. God blessed 
them, and the blessing that God put upon them and gave to them he has 

“not failed to continue to pour upon those of us who succeeded them, though 
we do not always come into the closeness of association and fellowship that 
these great fathers did. And we rejoice with you in this history. We are 
glad to know that, in the establishing of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States and in the promotion of its work, we gave at least a little 
contribution, in the fact that we gave the support, the endorsement, of our 
effort to the ordination of your great Bishop Asbury and thus said our word 
of “God bless you” in the enterprise that you were undertaking. Our lives 
have been quite similar from that day to this. We have stood for the same 
sreat truth of God. We have unitedly stood for the Bible as the revealed 
Word of God. We have stood practically upon the same plane in the interpre- 
tation of the Word of God. Our conception of divine truth has been the 
same. Our efforts for the promotion of the kingdom have lain along the 
same lines.” If you have believed in repentance, so have we. If you have 
believed in personal surrender to Jesus Christ, so have we. If you have be- 
lieved in the soul bowing in humble surrender to. Jesus Christ—it may have 
been at the altar, it may have been at the mourners’ bench, wherever it may 
have been—if you have so believed, so have we, and our eyes have been 
turned to the same divine cross, and the blessing of his divine majesty and 
love that has come into the hearts of your converts has come alike into the 
hearts of the converts of the United Brethren Church. 

We have been together in labor. Your labors have extended more widely 
than ours; whatever may have been the reasons we cannot here discuss. 
Some of our early efforts flowed by our own consent, because of our choosing 
the German language, and by our advice into your Church, into the lines of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and possibly that may have given some 
_ protection to the extending of your borders and your influence beyond 

regions to which we have attained in large measure, but we have worked at 
the same tasks. If you have worked in the home fields, so have we. If your 
eyes have looked up and down the distant regions of our own country in 
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the West, so have ours. If your eyes have looked across the oceans and 
seas and have seen the needs of the other nations and gone to their relief, 
so have ours. If you have been true in other lands to the great message of 
the gospel, as, thank God, you have been true, if you have been true to the 
great message of the gospel, we too have sought to be true to the same divine 
message. If you have stood in earnest allegiance to what you believe to be 
right as to freedom, equity, and justice, and following in behalf of our 
fellow men in our own broad land, so have we. So we rejoice in the fact 
that, along the same lines, largely through the same channels, have flowed 
our lives; and I come to congratulate you, dear brethren, representatives 
of the United Brethren in Christ, that it has been the privilege of the 
United Brethren in Christ to thus be associated with the great body whom 
God has so wonderfully used for the accomplishment of his will in the win- 
ning of the world back to God. 

We have no word of indifference to express. We have no feeling of 
dissatisfaction; but we join with you in rejoicing in the fact that God has 
- given you so great and abundant victory. If there is a member of this body 
here this afternoon that feels the least bit of jealousy or anything like it 
in his heart because of the great success that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has achieved, God help him that he may have a clearer conception of what 
true United Brethrenism is, and take it from his heart that he may rejoice 
in their great achievements. No, we have no such feeling of jealousy, not 
at all. We rejoice in every accomplishment to which you have attained, 
but our eyes with yours look with greater interest upon the conditions that 
are before us and the great world problems that now await the solution of 
the Christian church. 


I am sure you are right and I am sure we are all right in the conception | 


that never at any previous period in the history of the world has the church 


of Jesus Christ been called so clearly face to face with world tasks of incom- | 


prehensible magnitude as we stand to-day; and if to-day the church of Jesus 
Christ shall fail to be true, if to-day the church of Jesus Christ shall fail to 
perform its task in vivid activity and devoted allegiance to Jesus Christ, then 
vesus Christ must feel disappointed because of the failure of the realization 
of the ends that he set out to achieve. And so we stand in the presence of 
these great tasks to-day, recognizing perhaps more clearly than the church 
ever recognized, the need, not of single-handed effort, but of the most thor- 
oughly combined and united effort in behalf of the kingdom and in behalf of 


the souls of men that the world has ever known. We could not understand if | 


we had been with Jesus Christ himself yonder in the upper room; we 
could not have understood what he meant exactly and the purpose and the 
real reason for his earnest prayer that they all “may be one, as thou, Father, 
art in me and I in thee, that they may be in us.” We couldn’t have under- 
stood the necessity for it then as we can and should understand the necessity 


to-day of the pressing of world events; the crowding of world problems upon. 
the church of Jesus Christ presents to us the tremendous demand for a united _ 
activity such as the world has never known. Our eyes turn to the great task : 


of world evangelism. If we had stood with Jesus Christ in that upper room, 
we could not have known like he knew the condition of the world. We could 
not have known of Asia as he knew it. We could not have known of Africa 
as he knew it. We could not have known of America as he knew it; and so 
we could not have had a conception of the world-wide task of evangelism 
for Christian men like we have it to-day, for to-day Africa and India ana 
China and Japan and the great Siberia to the north and the islands of the 
sea and the Americas are stretched out before us and we have some concep- 
tion of what Jesus Christ intended, such that we never could have had at 


that time. So this great task of world-wide evangelization lies before the 


church to-day as a present task with a greater degree of understanding upon 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 385 


the part of God's people than ever could have been understood at any period 
in the past, and we see it a task of such magnitude that we must confess, 
not that the world is too big for you simply, not that the world is too big 
for us simply, but we confess with shame and almost with dismay that it 
looks like it is too big for all that we can see of God’s people anywhere, and 
hence the necessity for the most thorough united activity in behalf of this 
task. [Applause.] Africa lifts up her hands, Asia lifts up her hands, al) 
the world lifts up its hands in pleading for the gospel of Jesus Christ. My 
sainted brother, a former Bishop in this Church, told me that once, when 
traveling in Africa in the interest of our missions there, there came a call 
to go out into the interior to baptize an old colored woman. They came to 
the little hut at last, and he went in to see her, and the poor old woman, 
- through the interpreter, said: “I am so glad you came. I am so glad you 
came. I always believed there was a better way, but I didn’t know how to 
find it. I am so glad you came.” And so it seems to me, all Africa, all poor 
united Africa, and India, stand saying: “Oh, come! I have always believed 
there is a better way, but I didn’t know how to find it.” And they are asking 
us for the massing of your forces and the massing of our forces of Christen- 
dom to give the world the gospel of Jesus Christ. . 
Then our eyes lift again and we see Hurope to-day bathed in blood, and 
we hear the tramp of our own boys as they are being marshalled to-day to go 
to that same field to help solve the problem whether the world shall ever 
be truly free or whether arbitrary autocracy and despotism shall oppress all 
mankind; and if this problem is ever solved correctly, it may be incidentally 
solved by the efforts of mankind, but the ultimate solution must be through 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It cannot be otherwise. The sword cannot settle 
the question. It may be settled whether we are stronger than other people, 
but the ultimate solution must be by the gospel of Jesus Christ; so there is 
a tremendous task presented to us to solve the question of world-wide 
democracy, and world-wide liberty, and world-wide blessing for all mankind, 
the task of united association of more men together than we can think of. 
Tt calis for us to unite together and go to our task. Then we look forward 
to our task and we rejoice in the liberties of civil life and religious life 
that we enjoy, but we do not have to look beyond our own little surround- 
ings—I am sure we do not have to look beyond any of our larger towns and 
cities—to recognize the fact that we have never yet solved the problem 
completely in America. We rejoice in the flag. We honor it as the most 
beautiful and significant flag that has ever floated in the breeze; but we 
have not solved the problems of liberty and freedom in America as we must 
solve them, we have not solved the problems of religious liberty in America as 
we must solve them, for we must solve these problems in order to bring all the 
elements of real blessing and liberty to all people—‘Proclaim liberty through- 
out all the land and to all the inhabitants thereof’”—and if our own blessed 
America is ever made truly free, it must be done upon the principles of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ which you preach and which, bless God, we are trying 
to preach. So we rejoice this afternoon more than I can say to you in this 
recognition that you give to us, and of our fellowship with each other in 
coming to us, and in this recognition that it is our pleasure to give to you and 
our fellowship to you, looking forward to the coming of the time when we 
shall not meet simply as fraternal delegates, we shall not meet simply in the 
tederated council where there alone we can stand and plan together, but 
where, some glad, good day—I do not know when, I do not know just how— 
eethe great body of God’s people, whether Methodist, United Brethren, or 
- what they are, will clasp hands together in one solid, continuous, and united 
effort for the accomplishing of the will of God. Your coming gives us the 
- promise of the drawing near of that day. [ Applause. ] 
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I thank God for the love of Jesus Christ that burns upon my own poor 
soul. I thank God that, from the days of a little boy, the Master has been 
with me. But I thank him more, I thank him more, inexpressibly more, that 
it is my privilege to put my heart and my poor life along somebody else’s 
life to help prolong the kingdom of Jesus Christ. I thank God he gave 
United Brethrenism its birth of patriotism. I thank God he gave Methodism 
its birth of patriotism. I thank him more. I thank him more to-day that 
God has brought United Brethrenism and Methodism and is bringing us 
more and more up with our hearts to beat against the sad, needy heart of 
the sick, the one to direct back to God. That is our privilege; that is our 
joy; that is our boast; and, my brother, in behalf of the General Conference 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and in behalf of the United 
Brethren Church [taking Bishop Shepard’s hand], I bid you welcome, wel- 
come to our midst; and I pray God’s blessing equally upon the mighty 
Ckurch with which you labor, and under the leadership of him with whom we 
all toil for the kingdom of Jesus Christ; may God’s blessing be upon you, upon 
the Bishops you represent, upon your great Church, and lead us on to his 
glory and praise. [To the Conference] Do you seal what I have said in 
giving my hand? They express to you the same truth. They add with me, 
Bishop, God bless you. [Great applause. ] 


THE PRESIDENT. Just remain standing a moment. I think we ean close 
our eyes and, out yonder on the field of vision, it may not be far away, we 
see a united army. We have been singing of it. Now, let us sing that 
stanza, “Like a mighty army moves the church of God.” 

Conference joins in singing one verse of “Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

Tue Presipent. I should be glad to entertain a motion to give Bishop 
Shepard every possible courtesy in this meeting. 

Rey. G. K. Harrman, of Kansas Conference. I move that Bishop Shepard 
be granted an advisory seat. Motion adopted unanimously. 

THE PRESWENT. Bishop, you will be one with us these days. 

BisHop SHEPARD. We are brethren. |<Avplause.| 

BisHor Marnews. I am sure we all appreciate the recognition of the 
great denomination in sending Bishop Shepard as its fraternal delegate, and 
I am sure some steps will be taken to reciprocate so we will have a repre- 
sentative in their General Conference. I would like if all the evangelical 
denominations would reciprocate in that way. That would help along the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will give the information as to the special 
order at three o’clock. 

Secretary Hammack read the program for this special order. 

Dr. J. G. Huber presided during the special program, and the order of 
the day was the presentation of the work of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor. After singing “Oh, happy day,” Rev. J. H. Harris, of the 
Southeast Ohio Conference, led in prayer. “Christian Endeavor in the West.” 
was discussed by H. B. Dorks. Dr. 8. C. Enck gave a timely address on 
“How the Hast Does It.” “What the Local Society Does for the Church.” 
was the subject discussed by Prof. W. G. Bailey. Rey. W. G. Fulton presented 
the subject, “What the Branch Does for the Church.” “What the Young 
People’s Department Does for the Church,” was discussed by Rev. A. R 
Clippinger. . Rey. O. T. Deever, General Secretary of the Young People’s 
Society, spoke on the subject, “What the Church Owes to Christian Endeavor.” 

‘THE PRESIDENT. We have had a splendid atmosphere to-day in which to 
transact business. 


Pror. Mark Krprrt. I move that the Board of Bishops be authorized 
to appoint a fraternal delegate to the next General Conference of the Meth 
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odist Episcopal Church to represent this Church. The motion was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. I want to call attention to a 
very practical matter. I was told to-day by an employee in the union station 
here that the Rock Island Railroad has only one through train a day from 
this city to St. Louis, and that train leaves at three o'clock; and I am won- 
dering if some persons are not going to be disappointed and possibly denied 
the privilege of taking that train unless some special arrangement is made, 
for it is more than likely that the great majority of the delegates Hast will 
want to go on the same train. It is my judgment that this Conference should 
appoint some one to confer with the officials of the Rock Island Railroad 
and make ample provision for those who will want to leave at that time. 
I just call attention to it. That is all. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. Coming out on the train, I spoke to a gentleman 
who represented the Rock Island, and he said, if there was a sufficient num- 
ber of delegates going East at one time, that an arrangement might be 
perfected whereby a special train would be run through to take us back. 
I think that ought to be arranged pretty soon, and put it in the hands of 
Doctor Funk. I think he can arrange it. 

Doctor Gruver. I so move that Doctor Funk be instructed to look after 
this matter for us. Motion adopted. 

Pres. I. J. Goop. I have a report of the Committee on Government of 
the Church ready so it can go to the printer. 

President Good reads: 


In the matter of the reports of secretaries and general officers for the 
next General Conference, the committee reports the following recommenda- 
tions: 

1. We deem it not advisable to suggest a change in the date of the 
closing of the fiscal yéar. 

2. We recommend that the plan of submitting reports for the next 
General Conference be referred to the Board of Administration for its action, 
suggesting that a practical plan be arranged for advance reports, [Signed } 
EK. L. Sutry, Chairman, I. J. Goon, Secretary. 


The report was ordered printed. 

Rey. O. T. Derver. I don’t want to take any time, but if it wouldn’t be 
out of order, the Kansas delegation feels that it would be proper that you : 
send a word of greeting to Dr. J. H. Snyder, who was for eight quadren- 
niums the secretary of this Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. For probably thirty years, Doctor Snyder was the re- 
cording secretary of the General Conference. He has been related to our 
work in a very peculiar way, and I am sure it is but fitting that we take 
this action. The motion was adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Committee on Correspondence will send it. 

Rey. A. R. Clippinger read the report of the Committee on Education 
with recommendations, which, on motion of Dr. S. ©. Enck, was ordered 
printed. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 
: We, your Committee on Education, recommend the following changes in 
the Church Discipline: es 

1. Page 164, Chapter XX., Section J., Part 1, Subdivision 1, shall read as 
ne Board of Education of the United Brethren in Christ shall be com- 
posed. of the following individuals: The Bishops, ex-officio, the presidents 
of our colleges, the president of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, and six 
laymen, to be elected for eight years. Provided that at the Conference of 
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1917, three shall be elected for four years and three for eight years. Seven 
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 

2. Page 166, Section I., Part 8, Subdivision (b), under Beneficiary Aid, 
shall be transferred to Part 9, Subdivision B, and read as follows: 

“To accomplish the work of the Board of Education, an annual offering 
may be taken, or if the Board thinks best, the amount to be raised by the 
various conferences may be apportioned according to the judgment of the 
Board and in accord with the decision of the Board of Administration. The 
funds thus raised shall be sent to the General Church Treasurer.” 

3. Page 49, Section III., Part 3, Subdivision (1), shall read as follows: 

“The educational attainments equivalent to the completion of a standard 
academy or a standard high-school or four- meee course are required for 
admission to the annual conference.” 

4. Part 4 on the same page shall read as follows: 

“No one shall be admitted to the annual conference without having a 
recommendation from the quarterly conference, and then shall be received on 
probation only. Neither shall any one be admitted who has not met the 
educational requirements.” 

We further recommend to the Board of Education: 

1. The united four-year program as adopted by this Conference, and 
instruct it with its secretary to give it their undivided assistance. 

2. That special effort be given to increase our beneficiary aid funds 
both through church contributions and through individual gifts, in order that 
greater amounts may be available from year to year for worthy students. 

To this the Secretary shall give special attention and devote part of his 
time. 

3. That we approve the action of the Board in assisting work among 
United Brethren students in our-State universities and suggest that increased 
attention be given to this subject. 

4. That our educational institutions collectively, including Bonebrake 
Theological Seminary, under the direction of the Board of Education, plan 
to raise $2,000,000 during the quadrennium for endowment and increased 
facilities, it being understood that each institution retain the funds secured 
by its own organization unless otherwise designated by the donor. 

The general goal of $2,000,000 shall be divided as follows among the 
educational institutions as individual goals, these having been determined 
largely by the institutions themselves: Otterbein University, $400,000; 
Leander Clark College, $250,000; Lebanon Valley, $250,000; York College, 
$200,000; Philomath College, $75,000; Kansas City University, $250,000; 
Shenandoah Institute, $75,000; Bonebrake Theological Seminary, $250,000; 
Indiana Central University, $250,000. 

5. That the Secretary of Education keep in close touch with the Secre- 
tary of Christian Endeavor and the Sunday School Secretary, with a view to 
enlisting all our young people in Christian education. |Signed] H. H. Batsn, 
Chairman, A. R. CLIPPINGER, Secretary. 


C. J. Wureter, of White River Conference. I move we do now adjourn. 
SrecreTaRy Hammack. I have four different reports ready for distribution. 
Dr. J. T. Foster. I want to announce to the committees that are 


waiting on the decision of the Judiciary Committee, the report is ready for: 


most of the same. 

Rey. C. A. HenpersHot. I rise to a point of order. Do not those reports 
have to be in the hands of the delegates twenty-four hours before they are 
acted upon—one day? 

BE. L. SHury. Those repens are in the hands of the delegates as soon as 
they are read. 

Tur PrResIpENT. I think that would be the ruling.. 





| 
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Rey. C. A. HENDERSHOT. I do not agree with the brother. The rule says 
they shall be printed and in the hands of the delegates. 

THE PRESIDENT. Rule 17 I think covers the case: “When a report is 
presented and read or stated by the presiding Bishop, or a resolution is intro- 
duced and seconded, or a motion is made and seconded, and stated by the 
chair, it shall be deemed in possession of the Conference.” - 

‘ After various announcements as to committee meetings, the motion to 
adjourn was put and carried, and Dr. R. R. Butterwick, of East Pennsylvania 
Conference, pronounced the benediction. 


FIFTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
Turspay, May 15, 1917. 

The evening exercises began at 8: 00 o’clock, Rev. O. O. Inman presiding. 
After an anthem by the choir of the First Church, Wichita, a duet by Miss 
June Siblom and Miss Marion Payne, prayer by Bishop Kephart, and two 
selections by the male chorus of the local church, the Hon. Victor Murdock 
delivered a great lecture on “The Work of the West in the East.” It was 
highly appreciated. 

The audience sang “America,” and Bishop Bell pronounced the bene- 
diction. 


SIXTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
: WEDNESDAY, May 16, 1917. 

The sixth day, morning session, of the General Conference convened at 
$: 30 o'clock, Bishop Kephart presiding. 

Bishop Howard conducted the devotions. Rev. I. H. Albright and Rev. 
J. A. Groves led in prayer. Bishop Howard read Scripture lesson, I. Thessa- 
lonians 5: 15-23, and addressed the General Conference on “Unoccupied Areas 
in Life and How to Occupy Them.”’ Prayer was offered by H. C. Cridland 
and D. W. Bovee. 

Secretary Lyter read the proceedings of yesterday’s sessions, and with 
one slight correction they were approved as read. 

Dr. S. C. Encx, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I move that the 
General Conference appoint a Publicity Committee and that this committee 
get on to the job at once. 

Doctor Enck. Now J am sure this Conference is not getting the publicity - 
that we should have. As I understand it, we have two local papers and that 
is about all the publicity we receive, and the Associated Press, I understand, 
knows nothing at all.about this Conference; and the result is, nothing is said 
and our people at home and other people who should know something of 
this Conference know nothing at all about it, and it is no wonder that the 
people come to us as pastors in the large cities and say, “Is there such a 
denomination as the United Brethren in Christ?’ when we are too modest 
or perhaps too slow to have a publicity committee to publish the proceedings 
of the greatest body that convenes at this place at this time. Then, on the 
other hand, I understand that another party met here not long ago, and the 
local papers had it in large letters on the front page. We received a partial 
report of the proceedings on page six, and I think I am positively free to 
say that we are not receiving the recognition that we should have as the 
General Conference of the United Brethren Church; and therefore I make 
. this motion. - 

Dr. L. W. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I want to say for the Hast 
District, there are six papers receiving daily reports of the General Con- 
ference. They will not give so much space to it, about half a column is 
the limit on account of being so far away; but the arrangement has been 
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made and I know the Dayton papers are receiving reports and other papers 
throughout our territory in which we operate. 

The motion was adopted. 

Docror EncK, I move that this General Conference appoint a Publicity 
Committee to be at work for the next General Conference. Adopted. 

KB. L. Suury. Is a motion in order on order of business? If so, I would 
like to make a motion in order to help us, if possible to get through before 
next year. I move that the Bishops be asked to set the order of the after- 
noon at four o’clock each day instead of three and running to five o’clock. 

Dr. M. O. McLaucuuiin, of Nebraska Conference. It seems to me that 
there are too many things being done in this Conference without due con- 
sideration. Now, for example, this afternoon the educational program has 
been scheduled. Every minister so far as I know and every layman who 
has talked on this subject at all, expressed himself as of the conviction that 
our educational program for the next four or six years is the most. important 
thing before us, that our colleges and our Seminary are at the very heart 
of our whole denominational life, and the program has been arranged to 
give us a vision of the needs this afternoon. Now, Mr. Chairman, with refer- 
ence to these motions and suggestions that are coming in for the hastening 
of business, I beg to submit to this body that, if the members will examine 
the General Conference Proceedings of four years ago, and if they will just 
listen to the people who are moving here in this Conference about twenty 
times a day, you will find that about half a dozen men are constantly bobbing 
up before this Conference and are taking our time, and if these men woulda 
cease to address the chair so much and gain the ear of Conference so much, 
we wouldn’t need to cut down the programs that have been arranged, and 
would have plenty of time to complete all the business that is before us. 
[| Applause. ] 

Tue PresIpENT. I think there is a rule that there should be no demon. 
stration by the audience during discussions. Please observe that rule, 


- gentlemen. 


E. L. SuHuny. I plead guilty and throw myself on the mercy of the court 
as one of those who bobbed up when I had something to say. 

THE PRESIDENT. I suppose that doesn’t refer to chairmen of committees 
in their official duty. 

E. L. Suury. But it is true with some of us. We have no disposition 
to in any sense minimize the discussion proposed in these special orders, but 
we came here, some of us at a pretty high cost to ourselves, to try to legis- 
late for the Church for the future. We are interested in these great enter- 
prises as much as any one, but we can’t stay here very long and we can’t 
give the attention that we ought to give to the legislative side of this when 
our time is taken up with other things. We have our evenings which should 
be occupied with these great interests. I have no idea what is on that 
program. I have not lcoked at it. But I think I can discuss this without 
prejudice. But we know that we have practically four legislative days left, 
for those who have been in General Conference before know that the last 
days are busy days and some members can’t stay until the close; so it seems 
to me that we ought to begin to look forward on the business side of our 
proposition. 

Rey. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I think Brother Shuey is 
right except in his motion as to closing. The program might want to run 
on two hours instead of one. Last time and every time that I have attended 
this Conference—I mean the last General Conference—I noticed this, that 
we occupied a fourth of our session—I am glad we have not done that up to 
this time—in discussing things that were not so essential; but when we came 
to the last two days of our Conference session, over half of the body wanted 
to leave and go home, and the last half day of our session half of the body 
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Was gone and a few of us were left there to do the most important business 
of that General Conference; and I think the suggestion is right that we 
should crowd our business to that extent that we wouldn’t leave a lot of the 
important business and run off home before this General Conference ad- 
journs. I for one will stay on the job, and always will do that; but a good 
many people won’t do it, and.if we keep them here on these other programs 
too long, we will not hold them until the important business is finished. 

Motion adopted. 

E. L. Saury. I move we suspend the rules and change Rule No. 11, 
inserting the word “five” instead of “ten” in the second line so it will read, 
“not more than five minutes at one time without leave of Conference.” 

Rey. C. A. Henpersnor. I am in favor of this motion providing you 
change Rule 17. Rule 17 has been misunderstood by a great many people in 
this Conference. Now, I am in favor of this motion if you will change Rule 
17 so that the printed reports must be in the hands of the delegates at least 
six hours before they can be voted upon. Now, if you are going to construe 
that to mean that the reading of a report puts the report before the Confer- 
ence, then delay twenty-four hours in getting it printed and in the hands 
of the Conference, as some reports right there this morning, it will be 
twenty-four hours after they were first read here and perhaps not three 
delegates of the Conference have seen them, and then limit our time to 
discuss them here on the floor, I am against the proposition. Motion adopted. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. Now, in view of the trouble we are having over the 
program, which we have had in all other Conferences, and in view of the 
fact that the Bishops know the Church better than any other men, and in 
view of the further fact that they are responsible for the carrying out of the 
program of the General Conference as no other men are, I move that the 
program for the next General Conference be left in the hands of the Bishops. 

Hon. R. H. Bennert, of Kansas Conference. A point of order. I don't 
know whether I understood Brother Doub or not, but under the position 
taken by our chairman, I don’t believe we can legislate a program onto the 
next General Conference. We can arrange one but it is not binding. If it 
is not binding, there is no use of it. In the next place, I thought the other 
motion made a provision for an arrangement of program and it doesn’t 
require any consideration. It will interrupt the whole proposition. 

TuE Presippnr. As to the point of order, the General Conference can 
legislate on anything for the Church and it is in force until repealed by the 
succeeding General Conference. Motion adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Just a word of privilege by the chair. I find that 
Brother B. A. Richhart, the lay delegate from Louisiana Conference, has 
just come in. It may be that other delegates have just come in. Brother 
Richhart, we are glad you have come. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. In keeping with the discussion just on, you passed a 
resolution yesterday afternoon that a special train be arranged going Hast. 
Now, it is impossible for me to arrange a special train with the railroad 
people until you determine the time when it is to be arranged for. I met 
the two railroad men, the representatives of the Rock Island and the Penn- 
sylvania Lines, in the hotel last evening, and they said they were ready to 

arrange it but they would have to have a number of days so as to arrange 
it. Are you ready to say when you want that train arranged for, giving the 
date and the hour? 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there any action in this matter, or will you submit 
to a committee? That is the better thing to do.at this time, I would say. 
I hear no action. 

Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. I move the matter be sub- 
mitted to the Bishops with authority to act. 
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Tue PRESIDENT. I think you would better add Doctor Funk to that com- 
mittee. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Will you not include Doctor Funk? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. Motion as amended adopted. : 

Rev. Mr. McDonatp. I wish the Committee on Bonebrake Seminary 
would meet in our usual place at once. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Just a word in regard to the pictures of the delegations. 
You will have to see the photographer. There are forty to take and he must 
arrange for them. 

Tue Presipent. I don’t think the delegations can pick up and move 
very well without permission of the Conference. 

J. H. Lirrix, of Kansas Conference. We are ready at this time with the 
balance of the report of the Sunday-school Committee. 

Tum PRESIDENT. I understand that Brother Yasuda from Japan came in 
yesterday. Will he stand? 

Rey. C. Yasuda, delegate from Japan, stood and was greeted by the 
Conference. 

J. H. Lirtte. The most of the report is for the printer and the other 
can be acted upon by the Conference if it desires now. The part for the 
printer provides for a standing committee on lesson courses for the Sunday 
school, as follows: 


A standing committee consisting of five members, two of whom shall be 
the editor of the Sunday-school literature and the General Sunday-school 
Secretary, shall be appointed by the executive committee of the Department 
of Sunday Schools and Brotherhood. It shall be the duty of this committee 
to study the whole matter of religious education, examine all proposed 
courses of study, including those prepared by the International Sunday- 
school Lesson Committee, and superintend the preparation of any new 
courses that may be deemed necessary to meet the requirements of our 
Sunday schools. [Signed] Jas. H. Lirrur, Chairman, E. A. Litty, Secretary. 


Referred to the Committee on Printing. 

J. H. Lirrrr. There are two parts to the report. The other part the 
Conference can act on right now. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hold that for Brother Inman to make a state- 
ment? 

Rey. O. O. InmMaAN. It is with a good deal of compunction of conscience 
that I come to you for a little courtesy at this time. A number of the dele- 
gates from the East would like to see Wichita, and we can arrange it for 
you. We would like to show you the city at five o’clock this afternoon, 
and if you will close your session at five, we will show you the city at 
that time. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you so arrange it by common agreement? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

J. H. Little read as follows: 


We sincerely appreciate and most heartily commend the work of Gen- 
eral Sunday-school Secretary, Dr. Charles W. Brewbaker, during the past 
quadrennium. 

We recommend that steps be taken in preparation for the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the founding of the first United Brethren Sunday 
school, near Corydon, Indiana, by the Rev. John G. Pfrimmer, in 1820. We 
should make it the greatest simultaneous campaign in Sunday-school work 
ever known in our denomination. A centennial of this kind in 1920, if wisely 
planned, would mean a wonderful boost for every Sunday school and church ~ 
and mark a new era in the history of United Brethrenism, [Signed] Jas. 
H, Lirtrr, Chairman, E, A, Liny, Secretary, 
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On motion of Dr. J. S. Fulton, of Allegheny Conference, the items were 
adopted. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. The Commitiee on 
Judiciary is ready to report. The secretary has the report. 

SECRETARY LyTER, Let me try my foghorn. [Reads report. ] 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY. 

The Kansas Annual Conference respectfully requests that the following 
matters may be referred to the Judiciary Committee for consideration, and 
report upon certain phases of Chapter XX., of the Discipline, and it is under- 
stood that said report may be made, if desired, through the Committee on 
Church Erection. 

1. Article IV. of said chapter provides for nine directors, four of whom 
shall be laymen. It further provides that the Bishops (an indefinite num- 
ber) shall also be directors by virtue of their office. Under the present plan, 
assuming that the Bishops were the ministerial directors, there must be at 
least eleven of these directors, and, if it is the intention that the Bishops 
shall be directors, in addition to the nine above provided for, then the num- 
ber of directors is sixteen under the present provision. 

The number of directors provided for by the charter of this corporation, 
which is an Ohio corporation, is nine. 

Under the provision of this charter, how many directors may be chosen 
by the General Conference? 

2. The article above referred to further provides that the directors of 
said society (including said Bishops), together with a secretary and treasurer 
(who are in addition to said directors), shall constitute a Board of Managers, 
by which the business of said society shall be transacted. 

The question for determination is, whether this body (the General Con- 
ference) has any authority to direct that the business of an Ohio corporation 
may be transacted by any other or different body of men than that in which 
the charter or the State law of Ohio may vest such right. 

The further question also arises whether the directors aforesaid have 
any right to delegate to a larger body the management and control of the 
business of said corporation. 

In the matter of the memorial from Kansas Conference, requesting a 
consideration, opinion, and report upon certain provisions of Chapter XX. of 
the Discipline, we respectfully submit the following: 

1. That Article IV., standing alone and in connection with Article II., is 
ambiguous and contradictory, and not in conformity with the laws of the 
State of Ohio, under which said corporation was organized. 

2. That said Conference has no authority to direct that said society 
transact its business by any other or different body than that authorized by 
the laws of the State of Ohio! : 

3. That the directors, so-called, have no authority to delegate to a 
larger body the management and control of the business of said corporation. 

And your committee respectfully suggests: 

1. That the use of the word “director,” wherever it appears in said Chap- 
ter XX., is improper and should be changed to “trustee.” 

2. That the name appearing in Article I. of said chapter, be changed to 
conform to the name in the charter. 

8. That the matter of making the necessary and suitable changes in 
said Chapter XX. be referred to the proper conference committee, for action 

‘thereon. [Signed] J. T. Fosrrr, President; A. E. Roosr, Secretary. 

Memorial from the Home Mission Committee.——The Home Mission Com- 
mittee asks a ruling on legal points involved in Article II., page 124, of the 
Discipline. The constitution provides for the election of six directors, and 
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makes the Board of Bishops members ex-officio. If the charter of the society 
provides for only six directors, would the election by the General Conference 
of the Bishops as members ex-officio in addition to the six regularly elected, 

invalidate or make illegal the action of the Board? 

The committee decided that it was illegal, we basing our decision on the 
preceding memorial. [Signed] J. T. Fostrr, President; A. E. Roosx, Secre- 
tary. 

Memorial from Kansas Conference, for a condensed creed, or a short 
statement of the fundamentals of what we, as a Church, believe—just the 
essentials. [Signed] Cuas. EH. Heisnr, O. T. Dirver, Mauricr NICHOLS. 


THE Present. What is your pleasure as to this report? Shall it go 
to the printer? Referred to the printer. 

Dr. G. D. Batporr, of East Pennsylvania Conference. The report of the 
Committee on Foreign Missions is ready to be submitted. 

Secretary Lyter reads the report of the Committee on Foreign Missions. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Your Committee on Foreign Missions respectfully submit the following 
report: 

We have studied with keen appreciation the quadrennial addresses of 
our General Secretary and Foreign Bishop, and recognize and heartily en- 
dorse the progress already made in the great constructive program for our 
work abroad looking toward the establishment of a strong native church. 

The committee has noted with pleasure the statement of work brought to 
the General Conference by the Woman’s Missionary Association, and ex- 
presses deepest appreciation of their increasing service. 

We record our profound gratitude to God for the marvelous victories 
achieved on the field through the work of our heroic missionaries amidst 
unheard-of conditions of hardship and testings, and accept the new and 
unparalleled challenge which the present world situation presents, as the 
call of God to our denomination for the strengthening of our work already 
established and the speedy occupancy of the whole field committed to us. 

We unanimously endorse these aims: 

1. The providing of adequate educational facilities at a total cost of 
about $100,000 for the training of a large number of able native leaders. 

2. The completion at the earliest possible date of the program for new 
buildings and equipment in church houses, hospitals, printing plants, and 
missionary residences at a probable cost of $75,000. 

8. The planting of pioneer forces within the centers of the second half 
of our assigned territory with its vast untouched areas, containing a popula- 
tion of 2,500,000 souls. To meet the extraordinary needs in these unusual 
times of the work already established, and to provide for the unentered 
fields, it is our conviction that the denomination, by the program of this 
General Conference, should contribute $175,000 annually for the support of 
the current work during the next quadrennium. 

We recommend the following changes in the constitution of the Foreign 
Missionary Society, as it appears in the Discipline, pages 130 to 137: 

1. Add to Article II. the following: “The supreme aim of the Missionary 
Society shall be to establish a self-supporting native church in each field. 

Upon request of a mission council abroad, the society is hereby granted 
authority to take such steps in co-operation and federation of work abroad 
with other missions, after careful consideration, as may be necessary and 
desirable for the highest development of a victorious, native church. 

2. In Article V., the second line from the last, eliminate the words “each 
week” and “page.” The clause will then read: “And have the use of one 
page in the Religious Telescope, which shall be conducted by the General 
Secretary, subject to the approval of the editor.” 
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3. Article IX. to be practically unchanged, but restated and rearranged 
to read as follows: : : 


“DUTIES OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 


“1. It shall be the duty of the General Secretary to promote the dissem- 
ination of missionary information throughout the Church by tracts, books, 
and other publications ; through conventions, rallies, and institutes, he shall 
endeavor to create a missionary atmosphere; direct the organization of 
mission-study classes; introduce missionary instruction in the Sabbath 
school; assist the Sabbath-school superintendent, the president of the Young 
People’s society, and the pastor to introduce a regular system of giving to 
missions. He shall keep a correct record of the society, and conduct its, 
correspondence. He shall be the custodian of all its legal papers. He shall 
prepare an annual report of the work of the society and a quadrennial report 
to the General Conference; shall call meetings of the executive committee 
to transact business. 

“2. The General Secretary shall diligently study the administrative 
problem of the work abroad, so as to employ such agencies as shall lead to 
the development of a strong, native Church. He shall exercise diligence to 
discover and encourage those whom the Holy Spirit has called to foreign- 
missionary work, shall bring them to the attention of the society and exec- 
utive committee for appointment, and shall assist candidates in the prepara- 
tion for their work before going to the field.” 

4. In Article XI., line 5, change “mission” to “missionary,” and in lines 
5 and 6 substitute for the phrase “and the promotion of the laymen’s mission 
ary movement” the following, “and men’s Brotherhood.” It will then read: 
“The introduction of missionary training in the Sunday school and men’s 
Brotherhood.” 

. 6. Eliminate Article XIV. on a foreign-mission district. 

6. In Article XV., to be numbered XIV., eliminate Paragraph 1 and 
change Paragraph 2 so as to read as follows: 

.“A foreign mission conference is composed of all foreign missionaries 
bearing credentials from the Board, ordained native ministers, licentiates, 
and one lay delegate from each charge developing self-support according 
to the system adopted by the conference,” 

The remainder of the article to remain unchanged. 

7. To conform to changes herein recommended and to secure a more ~ 
orderly statement, Article XVI. to be numbered XV., should read as follows: 

“1. The Bishop elected by the General Conference as a general super- 
intendent over our foreign mission conferences, shall preside, when possible, 
at the annual session of each foreign-mission conference. He shall give 
close attention to the large problems of each field and, by counseling with 
the missionaries and native workers, seek to establish native churches and 
institutions filled with a passion for evangelism, strong in self-support and 
able ultimately to extend and direct their own work without aid from other 
ages The Bishop assigned to the foreign fields shall work in co-operation 
with the Foreign Missionary Society and with the mission council on the 
field and seek to interpret the needs and viewpoint of each to the other. 

“3. The Mission Board shall appoint a mission superintendent over each 
mission conference for one term, subject to reappointment, or his tenure of 
office may be terminated at any time at the discretion of the Board. 

“The mission superintendent of each field, in co-operation with the Board 
and the Bishop of the district, shall arrange the work and take supervision 
of the conference. He shall report quarterly the condition and needs of the 
field to the General Secretary of the Mission Board and to the Bishop of 


the district. 
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“4. The Bishop of the district, and each mission superintendent, shall 
submit an annual report to the Foreign Mission Board.” 4 

8. In Article XVII., to be numbered XVI., third line, substitute “board” 
for ‘‘boards.” 

9. In Article XVIII., to be numbered XVII., strike out the words ‘‘dis- 
trict or” in two places; last line page 135 and first line page 136. Substitute 
“on” for “in,” line 8, page 136. ; 

10, Article XIX., to be numbered XVIII., to be changed so as to read: 


‘DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.” 

“The number of delegates from foreign mission conferences to the Gen- 
eral Conference, not in excess of ratio to annual conferences in America, and 
the manner of their election, shall be determined by the Foreign Mission 
Board. The Board shall meet the expenses of the delegates from their 
respective fields to and from their places of residence in the United States, 
or, if such delegates have no place of residence in the United States, to and 
from the ports of entry, and all additional expenses shall be met by the 
General Conference as in the case of other delegates.” 


11. Articles XX. and XXI. are to be numbered XIX. and XX. respec- 
tively. [Signed] W. E. Snyper, Chairman; G. D. Barporr, Secretary. 


On motion of Dr. R. A. Hitt, of Southeast Ohio Conference, the report 
was referred to the printer. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson, of Hast Ohio Conference. The Committee on Min- 
istry is ready to report. : 

Dr. W. R. Funk. The Board of Bishops have had a meeting and have 
directed me to announce that the special train will leave Wichita next 
Monday night at ten o’clock, that those who desire to go will sign a slip 
which will be furnished to you this afternoon determining whether you will 
want a berth, upper or lower. 

Dr. A. E. Wricut, of Northern Illinois Conference. Is it necessary to 
require the reading of these reports before the General Conference and then 
send to the printer and then be brought back? 

Tue PRESIDENT. I so understand. 

Docror Wricur. If there is such a rule, it ought to be suspended. 

THE PRESIDENT. I know it has been customary to read them. 

Tur Present. In answer to the question of Doctor Wright, there is no 
specific statement that the reports shall be read here before printing. It is 
usually understood that reports are to be read. I don’t know what you 
wish, but there is no specific statement. 

H. G. Hanset, of Southeast Ohio Conference. The Committee on Tem- 
perance is ready to report. ‘ 

Tur Presipent. Shall we answer this question before that? 

Docror Wricut. Will you entertain a motion to suspend the reading 
of pee I move that we suspend the reading of reports that are to be 
printed. 

Tue PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that reports that are to be 
printed shall not be read previous to being printed but shall be sent directly 
to the printer after being announced here. Are there any remarks on the 
motion? 

CHARLES SETTLE, of Indiana Conference. It does seem to me, in the light 
of this motion-that is just now made, that there ought to be some statement 
of the report of the committee come into our hands before definite action 
is taken, if the report is not to be read, and We begin to count time from the 
moment it leaves the hands of the committee; and if it should be retained 
until the time comes to vote and then be distributed among us, we know 
nothing about it and have had no time to consider the contents of the report. 
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Dr. J. M. Puriurrr. That is my speech exactly. We will have no time 
for consideration at all. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. I move that immediately upon the arrival of these 
printed reports, they be distributed. 

THE Presipent. Hold on! We have one motion before us. 

Rey. C. A. Henpersuor. I think these two gentlemen are right. This 
will give us more time and save time. That is the reason I offered my 
motion. When these reports are printed and put in our hands, we can 
consider them outside of the Conference here and it will save time here on 
the Conference floor; and I am in favor of this motion because it will not 
be in our hands until it is printed. 

THE Presipentr. The chair might make a statement that following this 
you can pass a resolution that as soon as the reports are printed they can be 
distributed, and then you will have opportunity. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. A word of explanation 
here. If the report is not read, will it be considered in the hands of the 
Conference? I think that is a very nice way to get a delay of six hours more. 
If the whole of the report is not read, it is not in our possession and cannot - 
be in our possession until it is read in our hearing. Then when it is printed, 
it will be returned to us and we will wait twelve hours according to our 
rule before we can pass upon it. I am opposed to that motion. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. Now, when it is referred 
to this body and this body turns it over to the printer, it is just the same 
as though it was read. 

VoIcES. Question, question. : 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion is before you and the question is called. 
This motion means now that the reports that are to be printed shall be 
presented and sent to the printer without reading here. All in favor will 
indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed by like sign. The motion is carried. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH. 

The Committee on Ministry of the Church submit the following recom: 
mendations: 

On page 46, Chapter VI., eliminate all of Section I. On page 46, Section 1 be 

Paragraph 1, line 5, after word “preacher,” insert the words “in charge.” 
That paragraph will then read: ‘Any person desiring a license to preach, 
must obtain from the class of which he is a member, by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present at a meeting called and duly announced for that pur- ° 
pose, a recommendation in writing, signed by the leader or preacher in 
charge,” etc. 
On page 48, Paragraph 9, last line, substitute the word “and” for the 
word “or.” The last clause will then read: “The recommendation shall be 
signed by the secretary of the quarterly conference and the conference super- 
intendent.” f 

That the term “quarterly-conference preachers” occurring throughout the 
chapter be changed so as to read, “local conference preachers.” 

That the local conference preacher be required to remain in local con- 
ference relation at least one year, or at the discretion of the local conference. 

Page 51, Section IV., Paragraph 1, add: “Provided that they come with 
the same educational qualifications required of the preachers of our own 
denomination.” The paragraph will then read: “When a preacher from an- 
other church comes to us with a certificate of good standing in the church 
in which he has held membership or with a transfer from a conference, 
presbytery, or synod, and gives satisfaction to the annual conference con- 
cerning his agreement on the doctrines, discipline, government, and usages 
of our Church, the conference may receive him. If he be an ordained elder, 
he must pass the examination required of candidates for elders’ orders, but 
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he may be exempt from ordination, provided that he come with the same 
educational qualifications required of the preachers of our own denomination.” 
Page 51, Section V., Paragraph 1, last line: substitute a period for the 
comma after the word “supernumerary,’ and strike out the words “and 
fourth, as local preachers.” The paragraph will then read: “The ministry 
of the Church shall be classified according to the following order: First, as 
licentiates; second, as elders; third, as itinerants (active, superannuated, 
or supernumerary ).” 
Page 52, Paragraph 5: eliminate. 
Page 52, Paragraph 6: add to the paragraph the words ‘and shall sur- 
render his credentials.” 
Paragraph 6 becomes Paragraph 5, and Paragraph 7 becomes Paragraph 6. 
Section II. becomes Section I., Section III. becomes Section II., and so on 
through the chapter. 
Page 77, Chapter XIX., Section I., Course of Study—Local Conference 
Preachers’ Books to be Studied: 
Bible—Exodus and Matthew. 
United Brethren Handbook. 
Jesus Lord and Teacher—Kephart. 
United Brethren Discipline. 
Hints to Lay Preachers—Myer. 
Bible—I. and II. Samuel and Gospel of St. John. 
Confession of Faith—Weaver. 
Bible History—Blaikie. 
The Frontier—Ward Platt. 
The Why and How of Missions—Brown. 
Books to be read: 
Life of Otterbein—Drury. 
Our Heroes, Vols. 1 and 2—Weekley and Fout. 
The Call of China and the Islands—Hough. 
Individual Work-for Individuals-—Trumbull. 
Laymen in Action—Quayle. 
Life of Bishop Mills—Funk. 
Torches Aloft—Bell. 
Immigrant Forces—-Shriver. 
Page 78, Paragraph 2, line 5, substitute the word ‘‘three” for “four.” 
Page 80, second year, books to be studied: 
The Preacher—Hoyt. 
Prophecy and the Prophets—-Hislen. 
United Brethren Church History—Berger; parts II., III., and IV. 
Fundamentals of Child Study—Kirkpatrick. 
Exegetical Studies—Galations (Cambridge Bible), I. and II. Timothy 
and Titus (Cambridge Bible).—Use either the Cambridge Bible 
for Schools and Colleges or Dummelow’s Commentary. 
Commit to memory: 
Isaiah, fifty-third chapter; First Corinthians, thirteenth chapter. 
Books to be read: 
Encyclopedic Handbook of the Bible, New Testament—Green-Angus, 
Life of Weaver—Thompson. 
Autobiography of Finney. ; 
The Church in the Open Country—Wilson. 
Crises of the Christ—Morgan. 
The Bible, Its Origin and Nature—Dodds. 
The Indwelling Spirit—Daviscn. 
The Foreign Missionary—Brown. 
The Point of Contact in Teaching-—Dubopis. 
Three books, at least, are to be selected and read. 
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Page 80, third year, books to be studied: 

System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pp. 1-322. 

Psychology—Angell. : 

The Pastor Preacher—Quayle. 

Reasonable Biblical Criticism—Beacher. 

Church History—Fisher. 

Exegetical Studies—Amos (Cambridge Bible), and Philippians (Cam- 
bridge Bible) —Use Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges or 
Dummelow’s Commentary. 

Commit to memory: 
Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 34. 
Books to be read: 

Jesus Christ and the Social Question—Peahbody. 

Problem of the Old Testament—Orr. 

The Spiritual Life—Murray. 

The Preacher, His Life and Work—Jowett. 

The Spiritual Life—Coe. 

Building a Working Church—Black. 

Christianity and the Social Crisis—Rauschenbush. 

Rural Christendom—Roads. 

Three books, at least, are to be selected and read. 

Page 81, fourth year, books to be studied: 

System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pp. 325 to end. 

The Building of the Church—Jefferson. 

Ethics—McKenzie. 

Jesus and the Gospels—Denney. 

Apologetics—Kephart. 

Virgin Birth—Orr. 

Books to be read: 

Social Message of the Modern Pulpit—Brown. 

Christianity and the Social Crisis—Rauschenbush. 

Education in Religion and Morals—Coe. 

Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—Goodell. 

Outlines and Doctrines of Christian Theology—Drury. 

The Light of the Worild—Speer. 

Things Fundamental—Jefferson. 

Introduction to the Study of Economics—Bullock. 

The Resurrection—Orr. 

Life of Mueller—Pierson. 

Philosophy of Theism—Bowne. 

Four books, at least, are to be selected and read. - 

[Signed] J. H. Parrrrson, Chairman, H. B. Dorks, Secretary. 


Dr. J. S. Futron. I will renew the motion I tried.to make a while ago, 
that when the reports are printed and brought to the body, they be imme- 
diately distributed to the delegates. Adopted. 

H. G. Hansex. This report is not to be printed. 

Tue Presipent. Proceed to read it. ; ; 

~ Pror. MarK Keprer. A point of order. There are printed reports on the 
table and they should be immediately distributed. 

Tue PRESIDENT. The ushers will please see to the distribution of these 


reports. 
| H. G. Hansel comes to the platform and reads a portion of the report 


| of the Committee on Temperance. 


\ Tyr PRESIDENT. That requires printing and you will please pass it to 


| the printer without reading further. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 

The liquor traffic is getting its just dues in that it is being crowded to 
the very wall of its existence. France, Canada, and Russia have recently 
dealt it a telling and what, let us hope, may prove to have been its death 
blow in those countries. In the United States of America, we have witnessed 
victories which have come as a result of persistent opposition against its 
unlawful and destructive activities. The army and navy have been redeemed 
from the hindering curse of the canteen and sideboard. 

The recent legislation at Washington prohibiting the shipping of liquors 
into territory where its manufacture and sale are prohibited, must have been 
the most painful and serious cut of the prohibition sword which this mighty 
and blatant Goliath of destruction and death has ue brought down upon his 
infamous head. May it prove fatal! 

For all the many signs which forecast the speedy extinction of the 
present licensed traffic in intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, we 
desire to record our deepest gratitude. 

And we congratulate our statesmen who, in persistent and heroic effort, 
have accomplished our present status of prohibition, and we pledge them and 
every other organized agency which is exercising itself in the effort to make 
us a sober nation, our hearty co-operation and support from henceforth, even 
unto the successful finish of the fight. 

Resolved, That in Discipline, page 87, Section II., Paragraph 1, first line, 
strike out the word ‘distilling’ and insert the work ‘‘making” to harmonize 
with the rest of the sentence. [Signed] H. E. Mn.ver, Chairman, H. G. Han- 
SEL, Secretary. 


Dr. J. E. SuHannon, of White River Conference. The Committee on 


Evangelism is ready to report. 


Tur PRESIDENT. The report on Evangelism will pass to the printer with- — 


out reading. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM. 
We, your Committee on Evangelism, recommend the following: 


Book of Discipline, Chapter VII., Section II., page 68, paragraph entitled ~ 


“BHvangelistic Work—Organization”: change Item 1 so as to read: 
“1. There shall be a General Evangelistic Commission, consisting of 
Secretary of the’- Home Mission Board, three ministers and three laymen, to 


be elected by the General Conference, and the Board of Bishops to be members ~ 


ex officio. 

“The work of this Commission shall be: First, to arrange for the em- 
ployment and support of evangelists to work in the Church at large, and to 
provide and send out such literature as will arouse a greater interest in this 
department. Second, to co-operate with the interdenominational Commission 
on Evangelism in recommending evangelists to represent our Church in 
Union Evangelism.” 

Change Item 2 to read: 

“2. Hach annual conference shall have an evangelistic committee, con- 
sisting of the conference superintendent, or superintendents, and the super- 
intendents’ council, which shall have the pee, of evangelistic work of 
the annual conference.” 

Item 3 to remain unchanged. 

Item 4 be changed to read: 


“4, No person shall be recognized as an evangelist who has not been 


approved by the annual conference to which he belongs. Two classes of 


evangelists are to be recognized, as follows: First, evangelists-at-large, who - 


may work independently or under direction of the General Commission. 
We recommend that any one desiring the relation of evangelist-at-large must 


be approved by the annual conference to which he bélongs, or superintend-- 
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ents’ council, and recommended to the evangelistic commission for creden- 
tials; and, second, conference evangelists, who are employed by the annual 
ecg apg at a stated salary, which shall be provided for by the annual con- 
erence.” 

Item 5 to be stricken out, and the following to become Item 5: 

“5. We recommend that before any evangelist, other than those of our 
Church, shall be invited to conduct meetings in any of our local churches, 
he must be endorsed by the Bishop of the district and the superintendent of 
the conference.” 

Item 6 to be stricken out. 

That this entire paragraph on ‘Evangelistic Work” be made Section III. 
of Chapter VII., and that Section ITI. be Section 1V., etc. [Signed] J. E. 
SHANNON, Chairman. 

A. L. Sparrorp. The report of the Committee on Christian Endeavor 
is ready. 

THE Present. Is your report to be printed? 

A. L. SPAFFORD. Yes. : 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 

We, your Committee on Christian Endeavor, beg leave to submit the 
following: 

In harmony with the denominational four-year program proposed, we 
wish to suggest that the following Christian Endeavor goals be adopted as 
the contribution our Junior, Intermediate, and Senior Christian HEndeav- 
orers should strive to make toward the realization of the denominational 
goals set forth in the four-year program. 

1. A twenty-five per cent. net increase in number of societies and 


membership. 
2. -Five thousand tithers enrolled, thus to help realize the financial 
goals. 


3. Thirty-five hundred Life Work Recruits who will enter our schools 
for preparation. Each conference union doing something to raise scholar- 
ship funds and loans; societies helping their own recruits to get an edu- 
cation. 

4. Students in Personal Efficiency in every local society. 

5. Seven thousand Comrades of the Quiet Hour—young people who will 
pray for the success of the four-year program. [Signed] J. G. Huser, A. L. 
SPAFFORD. 

Rev. J. H. Dutton. We have a part of the report that is open to imme- 
diate action. 5 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear that—the Committee on Temporal Hcon- 
omy, on salaries. That doesn’t require printing. We will have it read. 

Rev. J. Harmon Dutton, of Miami Conference, read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 

1. The salaries of the General Conference secretaries shall be $50 each. 

2. A memorial from the Iowa State Conference requesting that “a 
loose-leaf system of report blanks, simple and efficient in form, and of con- 
venient and uniform size, covering all the activities of the local church, such 
as Sunday school, Christian Endeavor Society, Ladies’ Aid societies, Trustees, 
General Steward, Church Treasurer, Brotherhoods, and including Christian 
Endeavor committees, suitable for either monthly or quarterly use,” was 
adopted and is hereby presented for your action. _ 

8 The salaries of general officers shall be as follows: 
Bishops, whose districts are in PIS PUTO CS LAGOS peeks tol coasrap aie oaciiog a) ap dun cau $3,000 
Bishop of the Foreign Work......---.-+-+esrrecrseereeeees Nec ota ON aa 
Agent of the Publishing House 
Editor of the Religious Telescope.....- +--+ s serene terete steer cence 2,400 
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Hditor of Sunday-schock Miterature: oon te. ee 2,400 
The-Géeneral: Church. Rreastrer: ccc ye ee ee ee eee 2,400 
Kditor ofthe Watch words cilia ee ee ee et ee 2,250 
Secretary sof Home MISSIONS 75) ees ee hee et ce Ge eee 2,250 
secretary *of-Morelens MISSIONS) wie ee ee ee A ee do i ee 2,250 
Secretary. of, Church Prectionc?3.040.5 o) ae ee 2,250 
Secretary of Sunday-schoole Work. + 2. ese eee ee ee 2,250. 
Secretary of Christian DtOwardshipe ace cee cee eee oe eo ee ee 2,250 
seeretary: Of MR GUCALION=; p28 ees eee ee eee 2,250 
Seeretary::of Youre: Peoples¢Wiorksta eee ee ee nee a 2,200 
Manager ot -Bonebrake Seminary. ox. sys cir a ee ae 2,250 
Associate Editor of the Religious Telescope............-:.:++..+..-e .. 2,000 
Associate Editor of Sunday-school Literature......................... 2,000 


[Signed] J. E. Grimes, Chairman; J. H. Durroy, Secretary. 


Prov. MARK Kepren. I move the report be adopted. 

J. H. Ruxsusn, of Virginia Conference. I am almost ashamed to ask the 
question, and yet 1 want to. Suppose we don’t elect men for all the jobs 
for which salaries are named? 

THE PRESIDENT. They won’t get the salary. 

Dr. L. C. WeErmeEr, of Miami Conference. I would like to ask why the 
Foreign Bishop does not receive the same salary as the other Bishops’ 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the secretary explain? 

Rey. J. H. Durron. His traveling expenses are paid, while the traveling 
expenses of the Bishops in the United States are not paid. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of Nebraska Conference. Is it not true that in many 
cases the traveling expenses of our local Bishops are paid? I move, there- 
fore, in the matter of salary, that the Foreign Bishop be placed on the same 
basis as the others, three thousand dollars. 

Seconded. 

Dr. L. W. Sraur. May I ask a question for information? . There have 
been .two conflicting statements--two different statements, one says the 
traveling expenses of the Bishop shall be paid and another that they are not 
paid. Now, I would like to know whether they are paid or are not paid. 

Dr. W. O. Jones. I raise the question of whether or not some of the 
reports of the Bishops do not indicate there are blanks for traveling expenses. 

BisHor WEEKLEY. In performing my official functions of Bishop, holding 
my conferences, I paid my own fare from first to last, and they are all paid. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. The amendment is before you to amend the 


report so as to make the salary of the Foreign Bishop $3,000. Any further 
remarks? 

Calls for question, question. 

THE PRESIDENT. All in favor of the amendment will signify it by up- 
lifted hand. Opposed by like sign. It is lost. The motion is before you 
on the adoption of the report on salaries. 

The motion was adopted and the report approved. 

Rev. G. K. Harrman, of Kansas Conference. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Social Service is ready to go to the printer. 

THE PRESIDENT. It will go to the printer. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICE. 

We, your Committee on Social Service, recommend the following: 

That Paragraph 6, Chapter XI., page 86, reading, “for the abatement 
and prevention of poverty,” be changed to read, “for such consideration of 
the causes of poverty as will lead to their prevention and abatement.” 

That the first part of Paragraph 7, including the word “from.” be 
striken out, and the following put in its place: “for the absolute prohibition 
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of the manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquor by State and Federal enact- 
ment because of.” 

: That Paragraph 11 be changed to read, “for old age and unemployment 
insurance and for adequate Federal action touching our unemployment prob- 
lem.” Respectfully submitted. [Signed] J. C. H. Ligur, Chairman; G. K. 
HARTMAN, Secretary. 

Dr, A. E. Wricut, of Northern Illinois Conference. The Committee on 
Church Federation is ready to report touching the matter of federation and 
union. It is not to be printed. 

Fred P. Geib, of Michigan Conference, read the report, as follows: 


PARTIAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH FEDERATION AND CHURCH UNION. 


To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church: 

Your Committee on Church Federation and Church Union, believing that 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, both by its birth-spirit and 
polity, is fitted to enter freely and fully-into the spirit and plans of the 
Federated Protestant Churches of America, and that no true son or daughter 
of Otterbein can consistently hold himself or herself aloof from the aspira- 
tions and objectives of united Protestantism, respectfully recommends as 
follows: 

That the Board of Administration of the United Brethren denomination, 
together with the editors of the Religious Telescope and Watchword, be con- 
stituted, ex officio, a Denominational Commission with power to act in con- 
nection with other denominations, and with interdenominational bodies, for 
the following purposes: ; 

(a) To promote international friendship by such means as the com- 
mission may recommend and adopt. 

(b) To co-operate with the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America and other organizations for the purpose of making the resources 
ot the denomination available and effective when there is need for united 
action on the part of the Christians of America. 

(c) To take immediate steps to aid in the movement to lessen the 
temptations and better the environment of the boys and men in the military 
and naval service of the nation. 

(d) To keep the denomination accurately informed as to what is done 


in the foregoing respects. Respectfully submitted. [Signed] A. E. Wricut, 


Chairman; Frep P. Gers, Secretary. 

Rev. W. L. Cumpress, of Louisiana Conference. I move the report be 
adopted. j ; 

SrecretTary Lytrer. You are going tu have a great deal of discussion now, 
and I wonder whether you are asking your secretary to lumber your min- 
utes with the names of those who engage in these discussions. I wish you 
would just indicate that so we may know definitely what you desire. 

THe PRESIDENT. Do you want a record of the persons that are discussing 


these questions? 
Voices. No, no, no. 
Hon. R. H. Bennett, of Kansas Conference. I just wanted to inquire 


what effect was intended by the committee to be given to that clause wherein 


hat this commission may make available the resources of this de- 
Gination in carrying out certain purposes, whether it is the purpose that 
they may draw on the General Treasurer for what money they need. 
Tur PRESIDENT. Will the committee explain? 
Doctor WkicutT.. It doesn’t have reference to that, Judge Bennett, but 


information in the hands of the Bishops, that it might be given to the 


*hurch through our periodicals. 
) meTON R. H. Bennetr. I wish that clause might be read again. 
.R. 
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Secretary Lyter reads as follows: “(b) To co-operate with the Federai 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America and other organizations for 
the purpose of making the resources of the denomination available and 
effective when there is need for united action on pape part of the Christians 
of America.” 

Calls for the question. 

The motion was carried and the report adopted. 

THE Presipenr. Are you ready to hear reports of committees in your 
hands? We have no further reports of committees presenting their reports 
to be printed. If there are any more, the chair would like to have them 
announced. Very well. 

THE PRESIDENT; We will hear the report of the Committee on Superin- 
tendency. 

Pror. Mark Kepret. <A question of privilege. Would it not be possible 
for us to have the report of the Committee on Boundaries in our hands, as 
these reports are united somewhat—superintendency and boundaries. We 
would know better what we want to do if we had that. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think it hasn’t been printed yet. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. It hasn’t yet come from the printer. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the report of the Committee on 
Superintendency. Let us have careful attention. 

Secretary Lyter read the complete report, as heretofore given. 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move its adoption, item by 
item. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the first item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: ‘We, the Committee on Superintendency, 
after due consideration of the needs of the field, of what is implied in 
superintendency and the wisest economic distribution of our available 
resources, recommend the following: 


“1. That four Bishops be elected to direct the work in the United 
States.” 


Rey. C. E. Heiser, of Kansas Conference. I wish to offer an amendment 
to this by substituting the word ‘five’ for “four.” 

Pror. A. A. MaAysiLues, of Miami Conference. Just a moment. I no- 
ticed in the discussions in the Telescope prior to the Conference there was 
a great deal of discussion on the matter of single superintendency. I don’t 
wish to take the time of this. Conference. I would like to have a vote, 
knowing that those in favor of single superintendency in our Church are 
very decidedly in the minority. I would like, if I could find a man with 
courage enough to second it, to make this motion, that this report be recom- 
mitted to this committee with instructions of this Conference to bring in 
a report providing for single superintendency of this Church, and make the 
motion with only the intention of just having a vote on the proposition, set- 
tling it, and promising that I will say no more about it. 

A. H. Laveusaum, of Sandusky Conference. A point of order. The 
motion before the house is that of a substitute. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion to recommit will take the entire paper. 

Rev. S. L. Topp.” It has been so stated by the mover that it is for the 
purpose of going on record as to our thought of single superintendency. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is that a part of the motion or a part of the speech? 

Pror. MAYSILLES. I just simply wanted to make that apology. 

THE PRESIDENT. That was a part of the speech and not of the motion. 

Juper Witi1am N. McFaut, of Pennsylvania Conference. I don’t see as 
there is any use for this motion to prevail. 

THE PRESIDENT. It must be put before the house unless it is withdrawn. " 

Calls for the question. 
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The motion was lost. 

THE PrResipeNT. The motion now is on the substitute. Are there any 
remarks? 

Rey. C. E. HetseLt. Just a few words in favor of this amendment. We 
had the report of the Pacific District splendidly given some days ago in this 
session, and it seems to me that if there is any portion of our work in this 
body or in this Church that needs special supervision, it is the Coast work— 
the work on the Pacific Coast, and to leave this work without the supervision 
of a general superintendent or Bishop, it seems to me, would greatly handi- 
cap and jeopardize our work in that section. Then it looks to me very 
much like retrenchment. I am sure that five Bishops are none too many 
to cover the work of this Church in this great country of ours, and I there- 
fore favor the amendment. 

Rey. H. W. Wippors, of the Philippine Islands. I rise to a point of in- 
formation. Is it the intention of the committee that item 2 in this report 
means that there shall be no Bishop for the Pacific Coast, or does it mean, 
as Bishop Bell suggested a few days ago, that we shall divide the Pacific 
Coast, that part shall be attached to the Northwest District and part to the 
Southwest District? 

Tue PRESIDENT. That depends-on the Committee on Boundaries. We are 
voting on this report now and this report says nothing about the super- 
vision of a Bishop for the Pacific Coast. The chair would rule that this does 
not contemplate the disposition or taking away from the Coast of the super- 
vision of a Bishop. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. As a member of 
that committee, I wish to say that we discussed that pretty thoroughly, and 
we felt that four Bishops could manage the affairs of the Church in this 
country. We have nothing to do with the assignment of these conferences 
to any district—that belongs to the Committee on Boundaries. But in this 
second item, to which our brother refers, because the first is dependent 
largely upon this, it is a recommendation to this body that by the adoption 
of this report you will understand that we understand as a committee, that 

‘this Church is expected to see to it that each of those three conferences, 
instead of having a separate Bishop’s district, be given effective conference 
supervision. 

Tur Presipent. As well as Bishop supervision. 

Docror Lowery. No, they belong to some district; they will be assigned 

‘to some district. They will have a Bishop as well as the other districts will 
‘have, and I hope this item will prevail as it stands. 
1 Rev. M. Nicuots, of Kansas Conference. As a member of this committee, 
‘T think this Conference ought to understand, of course, in adopting this that 
,it means that the Home Missionary Board will have to get back of this con- 
“ference superintendence—that they must have that if the Bishop is taken 
‘away from them. 

Jupce McFaut. I hesitate to question the wisdom of this committee 
after it has deliberated upon this subject, and yet it seems to me you are 
probably making progress backward. For the past four years we have had 
the Pacific District superintended by a Bishop, and while the report, so far 
as accessions are concerned, may not be as favorable as we anticipated, and 
while the prospects may not have been as bright as we hoped for, yet it 
does seem to me, in view of the past four years, that the district required 
the services of a Bishop, and in the coming years it will still require such 
service. I take it again that it is the expression of this Conference that they 
are opposed to single superintendency, and if you are going to withdraw the 
Bishop from that district now, you are only introducing single superintend- 
fency so far as the rest is concerned—so far as the rest of the United States. 


Voices of No, no. 







= 
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JupGE McFauL. I may be wrong, but that is the way I view it. I cer- 
tainly think if we needed five for the past four years, we need five for the 
encoming four years. 

Dr. CHARLES WHITNEY, Home Mission Secretary. I want to emphasize 
what was brought out by the brother, that is, that these conferences have 
superintendence, but that means, and I want to give notice here, that this 
General Conference must make provision for several thousand dollars more 
for Home Missions in order to meet these things. 

VoIcEs. Sure, sure. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference, and Chairman of the Committee. 
The committee considered this matter very carefully and went over the en- 
tire ground of both what might be the possible report of the Boundaries 
Committee, and also of the Home Mission Committee if this change is made. 
We all recognize—know, I think, that there are only three conferences in 
the Pacific Coast District, as it has stood in the last three or four quad- 
renniums, and the committee did not feel that it would require a great deal 
more work on the part of any one of the Bishops who might be assigned 
either to the Southwest or Northwest District to also superintend the 
Pacific Coast, and we felt also that strong conference supervision will ac- 
complish more for those conferences than what a Bishop might be able to do. 
There is also a sentiment abroad in the entire denomination that we are 
to look carefully after our resources and use the means and resources we 
have to the very best possible advantage. The committee feels that this 
item of the report ought to carry. It is the thought of the whole denomina- 
tion that this item should carry. 

Rey. J. W. Kingpournr, of Miami Conference. I would like to know 
whether we are to vote on the first item? 

THE PRESIDENT. The amendment to the first item. 

Calls for the question. 

Rev. A. A. CHapmMaN, of Georgia-Florida Conference. I am in favor of 
sounding no retreat, or anything that has a similar sound. As I view it, 
I never was on the Pacific Coast, but we had a very great review of that 
almost illimitable land, and to my mind, if there is any strip of ground in 
this great Church that needs complete superintendency, that is the strip. 
I am in favor of the amendment. 

Rry. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. A question of privilege. Are 
we now voting on the amendment? 

THE PRresipEN'r. You are voting on the amendment. 

Pror. MARK KepprL, of California Conference. It may be that it is nec 
essary— 

THE PRESIDENT. Please confine yourself to discussing the amendment. 

ProressOoR KrpprL. It may be that it is necessary for the United Brethren 
Church to practice economy, but I have seen no evidence of any intention | 
on the part of this Conference to practice it until it comes to the Pacific 
Coast. [Applause.] Twelve years ago at Topeka, the Church gave the 
Pacific Coast a Bishop. Now it may be, brethren, that you know all about 
it, and I do not question your wisdom, and I do not want any member of 
the committee to think or to intimate that because we discuss their report 
that therefore we are impugning their judgment or their work or their. 
efforts. This is a Conference matter now; the committee is done. Twelve 
years ago we were given a Bishop. I say to you, brethren, that, knowing the. 
Pacific Coast as I do now, that if we had not had the services of a Bishop 
during the past three quadrenniums, you would have no Church on the 
Pacific Coast at the present time. I do not know whether withdrawing a 
Bishop will destroy the Church, but I do know that it will not help it. It is” 
said there are only three conferences. That is true, brethren, there are onli 
three conferences there. Twelve years ago we had a certain membership. 
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At the present time we have a membership about fifty per cent. greater; in 
other words, in the twelve years we have marched up about fifty per cent., 
while the Church has marched up about seventeen. Four years ago you 
divided your West District on strategic lines, and no greater act was ever 
performed by a Conference than that act. You put new life and new energy 
and new success into the Northwest and into the Southwest. [Voices, That 
is true.] Now, if I know what is in mind, and I have heard it talked within 
doors, the Pacific’ Coast is to be made an appendage either to the South- 
west District or to the Northwest District. Distance must ‘be consid- 
ered. We do not want a Bishop spending his time on the railroads almost 
exclusively. I take it that the Bishop of the Southwest District has all that 
a Bishop ought to be asked to do. I take it that the Bishop of the North- 
west District has all that a Bishop ought to be asked to do. I take it that 
the Bishop of the East District, that splendid district that is at once the 
pride and the admiration of the whole Church, has all that a Bishop ought 
te be expected to do. I take it that the Bishop of the Central District has 
all that a Bishop ought to be expected to do. In other words, I take it that 
when you have four Bishops instead of five, that you have simply made the 
Pacific Coast District an appendage of some other district, and that they will 
have just about as much importance in connection with the other districts 
as the appendage which a dog wags has to the dog. We will be neglected in- 
evitably, not because the Bishop will want to neglect us, not because the 
General Conference wants us neglected, but we will be neglected because of 
the inevitable, irresistible logic of facts. If you want to economize on us, 
go ahead and economize. Your judgment is supreme and we will abide by 
it as loyal United Brethren and we will stay with the ship if we can, but I 
say to you as I said in the beginning, my judgment is that you would not 
have had any conferences there if you had not had a Bishop. I want to 
call attention to the fact that during the last quadrennium one man and one 
woman in California have paid to the work of the United Brethren Church 
over two hundred thousand dollars, that one hundred thousand of it is not 
yet in possession of the Church, but it will be in a few days—that of that 
one hundred thousand dollars, part of it goes to the Woman’s Missionary 
Association, part of it to the Seminary, part of it to Otterbein University, 
thirty thousand dollars of it to Philomath College, thirty thousand is being 
set aside for work on the Pacific Coast, the income of it, and thirty thousand 
dollars in possession of the First Church of Los Angeles for extension work 
there. Now, I take it that things are looking up a little bit for the Pacific 
Coast, and I also take it, if you will pardon me the word, I take it that the 
statement in the second item of close conference supervision is just as 
devious to this report as it would be if applied to the East District, or to the 
Central District, or to the Northwest District, or to the Southwest District, 
and that it does not clarify the situation and that it does not indicate de- 
cisively any reason why we should not have five Bishops instead of four. 

Calls for the question. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL, Now, brethren, the Church is able to do this thing, 
abundantly able to do this thing if it wants to do it, and I think I know what 
was in the hearts of the Bishops when they made their recommendations, 
and my belief is that the thing in the hearts of the Bishops was the feeling 
that we on the Pacific Coast have had, that there was going to be a great 
era of retrenchment on the part of the General Conference, but I do not see 
any evidence of it here. Apparently the Pacific Coast is the only part of the 
United States that has not had prosperity in the last four years, I mean from 
a financial standpoint. The prosperity of the war has not been upon us. 
We have had the hardest time in our history. Now, we would like to have 
a fifth district, we would like to have a fifth Bishop. We think the Church 
ean afford it. We ask that we can have it. 
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Dr. J. H. Yaaay, of lowa State Conference. As a member of the coni- 
mittee, with all due respect to the splefidid presentation just now made, a 
strong presentation of the casé, yet I feel we ought to once more refer to 


the report of the committee. In the preamble, which ought not to be passed - 


over lightly, I think is the key to this discussion and recommendation of the 
committee. We did look over the needs of the field. We considered and 
gave full consideration to superintendency, to what is implied in it, and to 
the wisest economical distribution of our available resources, and if we 
had not done that, we couldn’t have reached the. decision we have now. 
I just wish to say that there has been no effort on the part of the committee 
or intention to retrench, no effort on the part of the committee to economize. 
Just those two things, we of the committee must insist that that wasn’t the 
intention—those two things--no retrenchment is implied in this report. 7 It 
is simply this, that a readjustment of the administration of the Pacific 
Coast will work out better results than the former method has done, and 
by closer supervision of the annual conferences, with able officials, will do 
more for the Pacific Coast than a Bishop can possibly do, even though he 
reside on the Pacific Coast, because, as was reflected in the report that the 
Bishop of the Pacific Coast, though he resides on the district, is yet at a 
great disadvantage on account of distances, and so we do not see how he 
could be handicapped, though he has some other portions of the Church or 
conferences to look after. 

Calls for the question. 

Tur PRESIDENT. I overlooked the fact that we limited the discussion to 
five minutes. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL... It was your oversight. 

THE PRESIDENT. My oversight. 

Rey. F. M. Testerman, of Kansas Conference. I am sure it is wise for 
every member of the General Conference to know the truth about these mat- 
ters so far as we may, and then according to our best judgment, do the very 

‘best thing for this Church and the kingdom of God. If I understand the 
teaching of God’s Word, it teaches us that the strong are to bear the burdens 
of the weak, and if I understand the situation at all concerning the Pacific 
Coast District, and I have tried to keep in touch with this Church for thirty 
years, we have a better standing as a denomination, and not only a better 
standing, but actually have a great deal more there than ever before in the 
history of the denomination, and I believe that the address of Brother Kep- 
pel, who is right upon the ground, certainly is to the point, and I believe 
that no one knows so well the real effectiveness of a resident Bishop as 
those upon the ground, and I can’t interpret it in any other way than if 
we cut down the number of Bishops, I hope it may not be so, but let it get 
out to the world and they will think this Church is going backward instead 
of forward. I believe that a Bishop on the Coast is an asset to this Church, 
and I do not believe that cutting down the number by one Bishop would 
economize. I believe that the Pacific Coast deserves the presence and pres- 


. 


tige of the best man we can give them, as they have had for the past twelve — 


years, and I am in favor of this amendment because I believe it is fair, be- 


cause I believe it is right, because I believe it will be for the best interests © 


of this denomination and of the kingdom of God, and I hope that no one 
will have anything personal in this matter, or want to in any way push them 
off as though they were not worthy of all that any of us are worthy, and I 
think that this great, growing denomination, with so many more constituents 
than we had four years ago, certainly does not want to publish to the world 
that we do not need as much of this superintendency as we have had. We 
have talked a great deal about more efficient superintendency and as to how 
our sessions are to bring this about and when we are deciding on how it. 


bes 


H 
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should be, of course we should push out of the way everything else, and for 
one I want to put myself on record conscientiously as believing that we 
should have five Bishops in the United States. 

Calls for the question. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have heard the motion and discussion. The ques- 
tion is upon the amendment to change the term “four” to ‘five’ in the first 
item of the report. All in favor of the amendment will signify by uplifted 
hand. Those opposed by like sign. The chair is not able to decide. Those 
in favor of the amendment will signify by rising and standing while being 
counted by the secretaries. 

One hundred and twenty-one stood and were counted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, all opposed to the amendment will signify by like 
sign and be counted. 3 

Ninety-five stood and were counted. 

Tur PRESIDENT. The amendment is carried and you will elect five Bish- 
ops for the United States. [Applause.] No applause, brethren. Let us have 
Item 2 read. 

Rev. H. W. Wippors. We have not voted on this motion as amended. 

THe PRESIDENT. We don’t until we complete the paper 

Dr. J. S. Kenpatt. I would like to have a yea and nay vote on that 
question—a yea and nay vote on the amendment. 

Rev. J. W. Lake. The vote has been declared by the chair. 

Doctor KEnpnALy. I want a decision of the Board of Bishops of whether 
we are entitled to a yea and nay vote. 

THE PRESIDENT. (Reads Rule 35.) “It shall be in order for any member 
to call for the ayes and noes, on any question before the Conference, and if 
sustained by forty members, the vote thereon shall be taken by ayes and 
noes. If not sustained, members voting in the minority, if the number voting 
in said minority is less than forty, may have their votes recorded by name.” 
The question for you to decide is whether you want the ayes and noes. 
‘Those who desire the ayes and noes will rise and be counted. 

Proressor Kerpet. I have a point of order. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. My point of order is that under parliamentary usage 
the call for ayes and noes can be made only before the vote is announced. 
While that is the law, Brother Bishop, the Pacific Coast brethren are per- 
fectly willing to waive that and have the roll called on this matter. We do 
not want to deprive anybody of his right. 

TE PRESIDENT. There is no statement in the rules to that effect. Ordi- 
narily that would be the case. After consultation, the Bishops decide that 
unless you appeal, in view of the desire for the vote to be taken by ayes and 
noes, though the result was announced on the business being transacted, we 
will have the ayes and noes called. 

Rev. A. C. HenpersHor. I rise to a point of order. Our rules provide 
that where the rules do not state definitely, that we shall.go by “Roberts’ 
Rules of Order.” “Roberts’ Rules of Order” declare that an appeal shall be 
called for before the vote is announced. 

Voices. Sure, sure. 

Tue Presipent, It is too late to do it, brethren. 

Dr. J. A. Groves, of St. Joseph Conference. I would like to ask this 
question. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Just a moment. Item 1 is amended so as to call for 
five Bishops. The question now before us is on Item 2. 

BisHor MatHEews. I might say, if you please, that the Board of Bishops 


, decide that the call for the ayes and noes must be before the decision, but 


we are willing to concede it to satisfy you, if you wish to take a vote. 
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Voices. No, no, no. 

E. L. Saury. I have no objection to going on record, but I do object to 
smashing rules in that way. 

Dr. J. A. Groves. I would like to know how we would know whether to 
ask for yeas and noes or not until we know what the vote is. 

J. W. Sextu, of Indiana Conference. Now certainly since the Bishops 
have made the ruling, this is out of order. 

BisHor Marnews. May I say, brethren, that the purpose often of calling 
for the ayes and nays is te put the vote on record. That is all. 

Secretary Hammack reads Item 2, as follows: “2. That the three Pacific 
conferences be given close supervision by conference superintendents.” 

Dr. J. S. Fuuron. I move the elimination of No. 2. 

Motion adopted. ~° 

THE PRESIDENT. It is eliminated. The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads, “3. That one foreign Bishop be elected.” 

Tut Presipenr. Unless it is to be amended, it passes without motion to 
the next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: “4. That in Chapter VI., Section VIII., para- 
graph 13, the following be inserted: ‘In case a Bishop, after having served the 
Church in that capacity for a reasonable number of years, retires from the 
active bishopric as the result of the infirmities of advancing age or otherwise 
is incapacitated to perform the duties of an active Bishop, may be elected 
bishop emeritus at the discretion of the General Conference, and his com- 
pensation fixed by the same.’ ”’ 

Rey. F. G. RapABauGH, of West Virginia Conference. I move to eliminate 
that item. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that this item be eliminated. 
Are there any remarks? 

Rey. J. C. Warner, of West Virginia Conference. I move to amend that 
motion by leaving out all that part of No. 4 except that we may elect a 
Bishop emeritus—that a bishop emeritus may be elected without pay. 

Tuk Presipenr. Is there a second to that motion? We have a motion to 
strike out. Do you move to amend this motion. I hear no second. It-is 
moved and seconded to strike the fourth item out. Any remarks? F 

Rev. M. S. Bovry. I second it. I am in favor of the amendment for one 
reason: the idea stated here is for retiring a Bishop after a reasonable num- 
ber of years. A Bishop cannot retire until he retires during a quadrennium. 
At the end of the quadrennium his term is up. The only thing is we elect 
Bishops—it is not a question of re-election, and I.think that is a mistaken 
notion. The idea seems to prevail that a Bishop is elected for life unless he 
retires, and I think a Bishop cannot retire, he can be favorable to not being 
re-elected, but he can’t retire from anything, any place which he does not 
possess. When his term is up, his term of office is open. He cannot retire 
from that office. And another thing, I favor the amendment because— 

Tuer PresipeNT. The amendment was to strike out. It was not seconded. 

Rey. M. 8. Bovey. I did second it before I arose, and I favor the amenda- 
ment to strike out because I have seen for thirty-two years, for eight quad- 
renniums, the tendency is to drift towards the idea of episcopacy as a sep- 
arate order in the ministry and to last for life. We have not reached that, 
but I noticed it at Fostoria in 1885, and it seems to be out of harmony with 
our polity. Our polity is that there is one order in the ministry. If we keep 
on we will only need the laying on of hands to make the bishopric a sep- 
arate order—to ordain men ag Bishops. We already feel that they are a 
separate class. Just a few years ago I startled myself when I thought now if 
we would strike the word “Bishop” out of the Discipline and call them 
general superintendents, then we would have to say “Brother Mathews” and 
“Brother Fout,” and I thought to myself, now that wouldn’t sound right, that’ 
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would make me feel queer to say that. Then I was startled to realize that 
this episcopal idea had gotten in my belief as well as in other persons, or 
else we wouldn’t feel queer when we say “brother” instead of “Bishop.” The 
Bishops are elders in the Church, they are itinerant elders, and when they 
cease to be Bishops they are still elders, elders in their conference, and they 
are subject to disposition of the conference the same as every other itinerant 
elder in that conference, either to be put to work, if not too old and feeble, 
or put on the superannuated list. If ever we have a bishop emeritus, I 
would like to have it now. I would like to have it for a friend of mine for 
over thirty-two years, but I am not talking for my friends, I am talking for 
the polity of the United Brethren Church, whether we are going to drift into 
the modern conception of the episcopacy. We believe in our Bishops so 
strongly that we have to keep explaining to Baptists and Christians and 
Congregationalists and Lutherans that we don’t mean bishop, but we say 
bishop when we mean superintendent. It is hard work. We can’t explain 
it to everybody. 

THE PRESIDENT. Your time is up, Brother Bovey. 

Rey. H. W. Wippors. I just want to say a few words. This idea is 
simply retaining what the General Conference has had already—the power 
that we propose to give it here, when the Bishop ceases to serve as active 
Bishop, he will be elected bishop emeritus at the discretion of the General 
Conference; that discretion is always with the General Conference. 

Dr. M. R. Barrincer, of Sandusky Conference. I am opposed to the elim- 
ination of this article. If I understand this article, it is a definition of what 
constitutes an emeritus. It is something worthy. We might elect a man as 
a Bishop at this Conference, and in four years he may be considered incom- 
petent and left out. I believe that this arrangement stands for something 
that is worth while, and I believe that evidently must be the intention of the 
committee. 

Calls for the question. 

THE PRESIDENT. The question is called for. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference, Chairman of Committee. I would 
just like to state that the idea of the committee was to just define what 
Brother Ballinger has stated. We have a bishop emeritus. We had that be- 
fore, but we had no statement as to how a bishop emeritus should be elected, 
or under what conditions, and we thought there should be some statement 
in the Discipline with reference to this item of bishop emeritus. If you want 
a bishop emeritus, then you will say so. One man shall be a bishop emeritus 
under certain conditions. Then let other men be so also. Let us have some 
definite rule by which we may be guided. 

Rey. W. L. Cuipress, of Louisiana Conference. I would like to ask 
whether if you elect a bishop emeritus it carries with it a fixed compen- 
sation? 

THE PRESIDENT. The General Conference fixes the compensation the 
same as it does for all its officers. 

The motion to strike out did not prevail. 

Rey. S. E. Suutn, of Michigan Conference. I move to amend by striking 
out the last clause. The General Conference does have the power of fixing 
the compensation and it will be difficult for us to withhold compensation from 
any if we have in our Discipline an article that seems to imply that all are 
fo be compensated. I move to strike out the words, “and his compensation 
tixed by the same.” The General Conference has that rule. 

| THE PRESIDENT. Let us have a second before it is discussed. 

‘~ Seconded. 

: THE PRESIDENT. The motion is to strike out the last clause. The motion 
Is before you. Are there any remarks? 
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A. H. Laugusaum, of Sandusky Conference. A point of order. Item 4 | 
has been passed upon. ~ 

Tin PREsIDENT. No, sir; not passed upon. You simply voted down the | 
motion to strike out. us 

A. H, Laucupaum. I didn’t so understand. I beg your pardon. } 

Proressor KEPPEL. It seems to me the word “reasonable” there is a very 
indefinite term. It would seem to me better to have a length of time fixed, || 
and I would move as an amendment in place of the word “reasonable,” in | 
place of the words, “for a reasonable number of years,” we insert “for four | 
years or more.” I) 

The amendment was lost. } 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. I think I can indicate the | 
words that have been the bugbear in this whole thing, and I move that we 
eliminate the words “retires from the active bishopric,” and then it would | 
read, “In case a Bishop, after having served the Church in that capacity for | 
a reasonable number of years, is incapacitated, as the result of the infirm- 
ities of advancing age or otherwise, to perform the duties of an active Bishop, | 
he may be elected bishop emeritus at the discretion of the General Confer- 
ence, and his compensation fixed by the same.” 

Tuer Present. All in favor of the motion will signify by uplifted | 
hand. Opposed by like sign. The amendment prevails. 

Secretary Hammack reads: ‘5. That when the above paragraph is in- | 
serted in the Discipline, that Paragraph 13 become Paragraph 14; that Para- | 
graph 14 become Paragraph 15; and Paragraph 15 become Paragraph 16. 6. | 
That the term ‘quarterly conference’ or ‘quarterly conferences,’ as found in | 
Section 7, paragraphs 7, 9, and 13, be so changed to read ‘local church | 
conference’ or ‘local church conferences,’ and in all other places where the ' 
term occurs to be changed so as to conform to this phraseology.” 

J. B. Ware, of West Virginia Conference. I move to strike out Item 6. 

1D BEDE SHury. This is a subject the preachers are particularly interested | 
in. That term “quarterly conference’ has become actually a misnomer in| 
our Church and relates back to the days of our great-grandfathers. There is 
another report which is already before you that suggests that we use the i 
words “local conference,’ which, it seems to me, is simply one committee’s 
opinion when it voted on this, and I would like to move that we cut out the 
word “church” and simply have the words “local conference.’ But we 
can’t do that until this motion is out of the way. 

Dr. J. T. Roperrs, of White River Conference. In my opinion there are 
some relics worth preserving. Until presented here yesterday, they had never 
thought of doing away with the terms “quarterly conference,” “annual con- 
ference,’ and “general conference.” We could change these terms and call 
them ‘‘synods” or something that smacks of Congregationalism more and 
more, but some of these names are dear to us and ought to be preserved. 
This Church has always had its quarterly conference. It always will have 
if it remains an itinerant church. I do not believe in changing words unless 
we can get a better word to express the same thing, and we have not got a 
better word here. Let us leave this as it is. Our people are acquainted with | 
the terms‘and we know what they mean, and some of these terms are mean- | 
ingless that we would put in. } 

Dr. D. D. Lowmry, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Now, I do not” 
believe in making a change where it is not absolutely necessary, but under 
our present method of procedure, it seems to me to be necessary to make a” 
change in this phraseology, but it does not change the fact itself. In this | 
change there is an improvement, as it seems to me, for a superintendent can | 
hold one or one hundred conferences if he sees fit, but in our large confer-” 
ences it is utterly impossible to properly provide for quarterly conferences, 
and I have the legal opinion, by the way, also that this change can be made 
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in the way that we propose here without invalidating any of our charters, 
because it provides for a local conference, and it provides for every essential 
need that the quarterly conference has stood for, and it certainly is the 
reasonable thing to do. Now, we are very conscientious, I hope all of us. We 
do not like to violate any rule of Discipline, but it is practically impossible 
to carry out the requirements here, and that is what makes our action seem 
that we don’t. We would like to have this so it will make our actions legal, 
_ if they do come before the courts, and sometimes they do, and you can’t carry 
' out this proposition and keep the old term and be legal in your proceedings. 
Dr. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. I want to ask a ques- 
' tion. What do you mean by “local conference’? 
: THE PRESIDENT. The term would be stricken out and the definition would 
' remain the same. 
Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. I don’t think the United 
Brethren Church ought to be in too big a hurry to get away from the quar- 
_ terly conference. There is nothing to hinder conferences being held quarterly 
or otherwise in the larger conferences of the denomination, and we do not 
need to cast a thing aside because it is old. Some things become old because 
. they are good. It is the good thing that lives. I don’t see why we should 
; seek to relegate this simply because it has come down to us from the be- 
ginning. 
: Rev. W. H. Spancuer, of Allegheny Conference. I can’t see that this is a 
' misnomer from the fact that when the conference is held on a circuit, you 
» have three or four or more churches, and if you say local conference, it 
would be understood it was the conference of the church only where it is 
held. It would not be! for the charge when you say local, and then we have 
quarterly-conference preachers, and what would we call them? Local con- 
ference preachers, and the whole matter would be changed. I oppose it be- 
cause I believe it is getting away from that which we need. 
Dr. C. W. Kurtz. So far as the local work of the church is concerned, 
‘it wouldn’t make any specific difference if the change is made. The duty of 
‘the superintendent now is to appoint the time of the quarterly conference, 
fand by this his duty would be to appoint local conferences, and there may be 
‘one local church, there may be two local churches, there may be a half-dozen 
‘local churches. The conference is a conference of local churches, if one is 
‘held, and I don’t see that it would interfere with any of the work at all 
that we are doing at the present time under the quarterly conference. 
Tue Presipenr. All in favor of striking out this item will signify by 
uplifted hand. Those opposed by like sign. It is not stricken out. 
Dr. J. T. Roserrs. I call for a division. I think it is stricken out. 
Hon. R. H. Bennerr, of Kansas Conference. Before the vote is taken 
‘I wish to ask a question in regard to a provision that has not been touched 
‘upon at all, and that is this, if I may be suffered to present it, that the 
Pdecision of our courts on the property question in the church union is the 
Pdifficulty. The courts held that the power of the United Brethren Church 
fwas distributed in a certain way, vested in a quarterly conference, an annual 
(eonference, a general conference, and referred to them in that manner. 
i‘Now, it is a common rule of construction that if a law-making body changes 
iifrom one term to the other, they do it for the purpose of accomplishing some: 
‘thing by that change, and the natural result, therefore, would be that they 
would hold that the local conference does not mean the same thing as the 
quarterly conference unless the enacting clause itself should recite the fact 
itthat it is the purpose that the term “local conference” should mean the same 
as was meant by “quarterly conference’ heretofore. Then if the same ques- 
ftion arose for interpretation again, the court would be up against that ruling 
Srdinarily. 
ees Ee vane: A division is called for. 
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Rey. L. L. Tuayer, of Wisconsin Conference. I rise to a point of order. 
The division wasn’t called for until the question was decided by the chair. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair expressed his view of it as though he said it 
seems to prevail, and the division was called for, and the chair will enter- 
tain the call for a division. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. May I say a word in 
regard to what Judge Bennett just said? I have lived in Indiana, I happen 
to be old enough to remember a great event that took place following the 
division in 1889 and-the time when the battle was on and when the church 


at Sugar Grove, in Wayne County, Indiana, was being contested, and the 


greatest legal advisers of the nation that could be secured were had there 
by Doctor Shuey and Bishop» Weaver and others, and the decision hung on 
just what Judge Bennett said in regard to the quarterly conference, the 
annual conference, and the general conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. May I not call your attention to the fact that the 
amendment will cover this. Let us have a division. Those in favor of 
striking this item out, will please stand and be counted, which will leave the 
Discipline as it is. One hundred and thirteen stand for. : 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed to striking out will stand and be counted. 
Ninety-five stand. 

THE PRESIDENT. The item is stricken out. 

Rev. M. H. Frye reads Rule 22. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move the report as 
amended be adopted. 


Dr. J. M. Puiiprr. There is an important omission which you will need | 
to amend; it is in line 6 of Item 4. In case a Bishop, after having served the | 


Church in that capacity for a reasonable number of years, as the result of 


the infirmites of advancing age or otherwise is incapacitated to perform the | 
duties of an active Bishop, he may be elected, etc. That pronoun ought to | 


be there. 


THE PRESIDENT. By common consent that will be added. 
Voices. Agreed. 


Hon. R. H. Bennerr. May I inquire whether it is the understanding 


that under that provision a General Conference is at liberty to elect anybody > 
as a bishop emeritus, if he retires by reason of infirmities or of age? It. 
fixes it upon a common principle and otherwise it must be a similar kind | 
of disability, and that it must be some disability would be the common inter- _ 
pretation. If it said for any other case the court then would be inclined to— 


hold for any other like cause. It seems to me it is so easy to make it plain 
if they intend to apply it to any Bishop who is not re-elected Bishop. 


THE PRESIDENT. Anything further on the paper? The motion is before 


you on its adoption. All in favor of the report, as amended, will signify it 


by uplifted hand. Those opposed by like sign. The report, as amended, is 
adopted. You will please proceed to prepare your ballots to elect five Bishops. 
I beg your pardon, my attention is called that in writing your ballots, write. 
: Then you 
will vote for six Bishops. I beg your pardon. Vote for six Bishops, and put © 
It is suggested | 
Is that your © 


previous to one name, “Foreign Bishop,” or the word “Foreign.” 


in front of one the name “Foreign,” so it will distinguish. 
that you may prefer to vote for Foreign Bishop separately. 
desire? A motion to that effect will be entertained if you wish it. 


J. H. Rursusu, of Virginia Conference. I move that we vote for For- | 


eign Bishop separately. 
THE PRESENT. Those in favor of the motion will signify it by uplifted 


hand. Those opposed by like sign. You don’t all vote and I am not able to 
decide. The motion is that you vote for 


counted. Seventy-four stand for. 


( ‘ ; ; Foreign Bishop separately. All | 
in favor of voting for Foreign Bishop separately will please stand and be — 
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THE PRESIDENT. All opposed, by like sign. One hundred stand. 

THE PRESENT. The motion is lost and you will write six names on your 
ballot, but mark one of them “Foreign Bishop.” Am I not right on that? 
I believe that to avoid confusion we will take the ballot separately. The 
Bishops so decide. You will ballot for five Bishops first and then for the 
Foreign Bishop separately. 

Hon. R. H. Bennetr, I suggest if you propose to do that, that we vote 
for Foreign Bishop first. : 

THE PRESIDENT. It is our judgment that to avoid confusion, we would 

_ better vote separately. Are you agreed to it? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well, proceed. 

; THE PRESIDENT. You will prepare your ballot for five Bishops. You have 
agreed that you will vote for Foreign Bishop separately. 

Rey. W. H. Spancirr. Must each ballot contain the full number of 
names required? 

Voices. Sure, sure. 

E. S. Neupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I move that each ballot 
having a greater number than five or a less number than five be an illegal 
ballot. 

Motion adopted. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. Shall we prepare our single ballot for Foreign Mis- 

sionary Bishop with one name? It will save time if we do that. 
; THE PRESIDENT. No, we will keep them separate. Please take first the 
ballot for five Bishops. The following persons are appointed by the Board 
-of Bishops to take the ballots and count them: C. L. Raymond, Mark Keppel, 
H. G. Hansel, A. E. Roose, and P. W. Drury. These brethren will take the 
ballots and count them and give us the result. The ushers will please collect 
the ballots. Now you will put down five names of persons for Bishops— 
voting for the Bishops in this country. 

Proressor Keppen. I believe it would be well for the tellers to delay two 
or three minutes. Some of the brethren are thinking and do not wish to be 
crowded in this matter. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. The tellers were directed to collect the 
ballots. It was not said that they must be collected within two or three min- 
utes. 

THe Presipent. We honor men often who have served in relations in 
years of the past after they have passed away. I think it is well to recognize 
some who may be with us, who have served with us in other times, and 
‘here are two very dear brethren here, dear to me and dear to all who are 
nere, I am sure, and I would like to have the privilege of presenting to you 
‘wo brothers in the flesh and in Christ and in the ministry, of a family of 
ministers, who have served for years, and many years, with us in the 
Yhureh, one of them having been for a number of times a member of the 
yeneral Conference, and served on almost all the Boards of the General 
‘onference. I beg the privilege of introducing to you Brothers George and 
tharles W. Miller, who are now probably near the time when they will not 
ave the opportunity of attending General Conference again. [Applause. j 
Vill they come forward, please. [They come forward.] Brother George 
filler, who has been many times in the General Conference and served on 
1any of the Boards, and his brother, Charles W. Miller. You see that the 
‘ears are growing upon them, and I take delight in presenting these two 
irothers and brethren in the ministry and service of Jesus Christ. 

BisHop Howarb. May I suggest, just tell us how many years you have 
sen in the ministry. 

| Tam Prestpent. I don’t know which is the older. Brother Charles, 1 
slieve. 


i 


|| 
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Rev. Charles W. Miller spoke as follows: I have been a licensed minister 
in this Church for sixty-one years. I was born in the year 1833. Fourteen 
years after that I was born in the kingdom of Jesus Christ. I know that 1 
was converted. [Amen.] I have been in the Church in all—I joined the 
Church when I was fourteen years of age. I have known the Church in all 
of its departments. I have worked in nearly all of the various departments 
of the Church. Fifteen years of my life were given to the educational work, 
that is, the financial part of it. I remember when I joined the Church, only 
about fifty thousand were then members of the Church. I have taken the 
Religious Telescope ever since I was fourteen years of age. [Applause.] I 
have taken and read all the other publications of the Church. When I look 
back to what the Church has done financially and every other interest, as 
compared with to-day, I am glad that I have been permitted to see the Church 
all along the line, and to-day I will say that nothing does me more good than 
to see the faces of these young, educated men that are now in our Church, | 
and they are still coming, and my heart is in sympathy with every interest 1 
of this Church. I want to live a little while longer. I want to say to you | 
that I never intend to grow old, and I never intend to grow sour. [Applause ) 
and Amen.] I know of nothing that I dislike more than an old, sour preacher | 
unless it be a sour, old woman. [Applause.] I bid you Godspeed in all you | 
do. [Applause.] Oh, I would like, if I had time, to give you just a few little i) 
reminiscences along here and there, and especially when I go back to the | 
work of soliciting money for our educational interests, but I will not take 
your time. It is very different to-day, however, from what it has been, and 
I rejoice in all of these great prosperities in all of the interests of the Church. 
God bless you all. : 


Tue Presipent. Brother George Miller. 

Dr. George Miller addressed the Conference as follows: It affords me} 
great pleasure to be one of the workers in the Church since away back in tne 
days of its infancy. I commenced in the ministry in the year 1860 and 1 
have been in the various departments of its work ever since. One among | 
the important features connected with my second year of itinerancy was to) 
have the privilege of joining with the various conferences that were asked. 
to raise a separate fund to liquidate the debt of our Publishing House.) 
Brother Shuey, who was in charge at that time, offered a premium to the 
man who would report his amount full, and I had the distinguished honor) 
of taking the one hundred dollars that was assessed to my field and placing | 
it in the hands of Brother Shuey and receiving the first premium. [Applause.]| 
I have been a reader of the Religious Telescope from my boyhood up to the 
present time. My relations to the United Brethren Church grew around the 
sacred influence of my father’s and my mother’s life more than anything 
else. What little degree of manhood J have possessed is the result of the 
influence of my mother and the Church of my God. I am glad to say to 
you to-day that I have tried to be true to every trust that has been com- 
mitted to my care from the beginning of my ministry down to the present 
time. I have never said ‘no’ to anything that has been asked of me by this 
Church. I have put fifty-seven years in the work of the ministry. I have’ 
auswered:and responded to urgent calls of the Church all the way down, and! 
I am glad of it. I have done but little for the Church, but the Church has} 
done much for me—much for me. I am happy to tell you to-day that I never! 
took in a blank report when I was a pastor—never—every item connected) 
with what was required at my hands in the way of the general assessmen 3 
that were made to my charge every year was full. [Applause.] TI am glad | 
to tell you that during my work in the superintendency, for thirty-eight years” 
in succession, I never made but one failure to meet my quarterly-conference| 
appointments. The great question in the mind of the ministry of the Chureh 
at the time that I entered the ministry of the Iowa Conference was, ‘What 
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are the opportunities to do good and to extend the boundaries of the kingdom 
of righteousness?” That was the great thought of the ministry at that time. 
I simply want to state in addition to this that in all of the various depart- 
ments of the work committed to my care, I have tried to serve to the best of 
my ability the ends and purposes of my calling. I have worked personally 
for twelve consecutive years on the Board: of Publishing House Trustees, one 
year on the Board of Education, a number of years on other boards of the 
Church, and I have tried to discharge my office and to fulfill God’s divine 
purpose in me. If my life was to be lived over, I would go over the same 
path. It would not be a question—one of the greatest struggles of my life 
__ was to settle the question as to whether I would heed the voice of God and 
seek to know his program concerning me; and when God revealed it to me, it 
was settled. 


I want to tell you in addition to this, that while in the great struggle 
of our ministry alike, we have differed often, many of us, and have looked 
at things from different standpoints and have disagreed in our conclusions 
in many of these things. Notwithstanding all of that, I want to tell you 
that I have not in my heart the faintest lingering thought of retaining any 
spirit of malice or unkindness toward a brother in this Church, not one. I 
_ accept of the situation as it comes, and now I wanted to refer to this one 
_ fact. If there is a time in the history of my life that I need your prayers, 
that I need your help, that I need your co-operation, it is now. Two years 
ago the fourteenth of last February, my good wife kissed me good by and 
said: “I am going this time. You gave me the parting kiss when you were 
gcing out, and I am going in advance now and I want the privilege of press- 
ing a kiss upon your lips. I will put a light in the window for you, and I 
am glad I had the privilege of living with you and the privilege of walking 
/ with you in the hardships and privations of life.” If you have any eulogies 
i; to pronounce upon anything that has been done in the past of sacrifice, 
pronounce it all upon my good wife instead of myself. The highest ambition 
‘ of my life, and I close with this statement, after all, my brethren, is simply 
this, then when I render my account and turn it over to Jesus Christ, that 
he can look into my face and say, “Well, you have done what you could.” 

F I wish simply to state to you that I shall cherish in my memory these 

’ fond and these sweet associations of the years that have gone by. I should 

! like to meet with you at the next General Conference, I should like to look 

in your faces, not that I can be an inspiration to you, but that you can bring 

great inspiration to me. I am glad to be one of God’s children. I am glad 

P to be here and wish, when the work and toil of life is over, to be remembered 

» by what I have done. [Applause. | 

B Conference joined in singing “How Firm a Foundation.” 

Rey. C. A. HENDERSHOT. In accordance with Rule 2, I move that we do 
now adjourn to meet at 1: 30 this afternoon. 

Rev. W. L. Cuiipress. There are several committees to meet at 1:30. 

Motion seconded. 

Dr. S. C. Enck. Let us have the result of the ballot for Bishops. 

Tur PresipenrT. Very well. Will you consent to hold the motion to 

) adjourn until 1: 30 until we take a ballot? Proceed to cast your ballot for 

!Foreign Missionary Bishop. 

i Pror. Mark Keppen. I rise to ask if the ballots were all gathered for 

ithe five Bishops? 

yy Tur PrResIpENT. Yes. 

J Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, There are in the hands of the delegates ballots 

that have not been counted. The question wasn’t raised, have all voted, at 

all. We desire to vote for these Bishops. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Will you please send one of the tellers in here, and those 

‘of you who have not cast a ballot for the Bishops, let me see your hands. 
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Please put your ballots into the hands of Doctor Trueblood and he will pass 
them to the tellers. This is not for Missionary Bishop. This is under the 
previous vote. We can’t delay this to take a further ballot. 

J. H. Reep, of Northern Illinois Conference. Now, how can we vote 
until we know who are elected as the other Bishops? We might elect the 
same one twice. 

Bisuor WEEKLEY. There is only one man to elect for Foreign Mission- 
ary Bishop. 

Tier PrResENT. Unless objection is made we will proceed to ballot. 

Voices. Proceed, proceed. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Proceed with the ballot with the following persons as 
tellers: L. Harter, W. G. Bailey, H. C. Cridland, J. H. Ruebush, and H. W. 
Widdoes, who will take these ballots and count them. Will these tellers 
please come forward? The ushers will please collect the ballots and give 
time to cast the ballot. Have all voted? Please pass the ballots to the tellers. 
The tellers under the first vote are not ready to announce the result. 

Rev. G. E. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. I move to adjourn. Sec- 
onded. 

Docror FLETCHER. I move to amend to adjourn to two o’clock. Accepted. 

After amendments, the motion to adjourn prevailed and Dr. L. W. Stahl, 
of Allegheny Conference, pronounced the benediction. 


SIXTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, May 16, 1917. 
The sixth day, afternoon session, of the General Conference convened 
at two o’clock, Bishop Howard presiding. 
THE PRESIDENT. The General Conference will come to order. The Sec- 
retary will announce the result of the ballot. 
SroreTarRy Lyter. I hold in my hand the report of the Board of Tellers 
for the election of a Foreign Bishop. 


UN Se Te: FLO WAT Ulectgecousl cc onceals ie oie yepdece tere eueraareus lemer ot saeeie eh ene en 218 
SOY IOUS citrine chsgs chore ab isis ere eaerca enema ee ements eee stekene 3 
ATYA7 cI WY bell 2 1CY | aeeNeie BA im Ae Cin eee Sead iar Arar misko bed Gait’ 1 
f Disses Robal SEAN Cr eas Mee MRSS Carat EES MI OSE ours Snit 1 


L. Harrer, Chairman. 


Srecrerary Lyrer. You are elected [to Chairman Howard]. [Applause.] 
[Conference rises with renewed applause. | 

Tue Presipenr. You will remember the words of St. Paul as he was 
leaving the Ephesian elders, “Take heed theretore unto yourselves, and to 
all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” I am six 
feet in my stockings, I wear a seven and a half hat. Within those limita- 
tions you may have all there is of me to carry out that verse. [Applause.] 

SrocreraRy Hammack. Before we take up business, I would like to ask 
how are wé to elect a bishop emeritus, by ballot or by nomination, or how? 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. I have a resolution I was 
going to offer touching that matter. It is this: I move that Bishops N. Castle 
and Wm. M. Weekley be elected bishops emeritus on half salary. [Signed] 
W. F. Gruver, A. A. CHAPMAN. p 


Tur PRESIDENT. It has been moved and seconded that Bishops N. Castle 
and William M. Weekley be elected bishops emeritus on half salary. Do you | 
wish to vote on this or refer it to a committee? } 

Secretary Hammack. It was referred to the Committee on Superin- 
tendency and Temporal Economy. 
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_ SECRETARY Hammack. I hold in my hands the report of the Committee 
on Home Missions. (Referred to printer.) 2 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS. 


We, your Committee on Home Missions, recommend the following: 

The greatest mission field of all, to us, is America, and the door opens 
wider to us in our own beloved Jand than ever before. In influence and effi- 
ciency our denominational tide is rising, and with our advance program with 
definite goals for the next quadrennium, we sound a note of optimism. 

1. In reference to the unification of the general departments, the com- 
mittee recommends that the departments of Home Missions, Rural Life, Evan- 
gelism, and Social Service, be united under one management. 

2. Your committee recommends that the seal of our denominational ap- 
proval be placed upon every home mission field in which we are at present 
operating and that the church extension agencies of the denomination be 
urged to bring to their development all the financial help possible. 

3. Your committee was strongly impressed with the fact that the Home 
Missionary Society is now face to face with tremendous financial responsi- 
bility, and we most urgently recommend that the General Conference provide 
for a greatly-increased income to this society. 

4. In order to improve the administrative policy, the committee recom- 
mends that the General Conference provide for a threefold classification of 
our fields of operation, namely, (1) Mission Districts; (2), Mission Con- 
ferences; and (3), Annual Conferences. 

5. That with the decreased apportionments to the conferences, we recom- 
mend that the Thanksgiving offerings be separate and apart from the budget 
and applied as specials to Home Missions and.Church Erection. We recom- 
mend especially two great Thanksgiving services for the coming quadren- 
nium, one 1917, in celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the meeting of Otterbein and Boehm at Isaac Long’s barn. We recommend 
that in June all pastors preach a historical sermon, giving the genesis and 
growth of our Church, and that all the conferences plan for the formal cele- 
bration at Thanksgiving time for which the Home Missionary Society will 
furnish programs, and at which time a great thank-offering be made by all 
our people to further extend the work of the United Brethren Church. 

6. That the Home Missionary Society be authorized to appeal to indi- 
viduals and churches to take special support for home mission parishes, for 
| which support they shall receive regular quarterly reports from the pastor 
in charge of such mission church committee. [Signed] W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
President; E. W. Curris, Secretary. 


SecRETARY HAMMACK. Shall I read the report of the Committee on Pub- 
) lishing Interests? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Secretary Hammack reads report. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS, 
We, your Committee on Publishing Interests, have carefully examined 
| the report of the Agent, submitted to the General Conference and referred to 
| our committee. ff 

We commend the Board of Trustees, and the Publishing Agent in par- 

ticular, upon the volume of business transacted and the profits shown under 
§| the peculiarly difficult conditions of the past quadrennium; upon the high 
g | quality of work turned out, and the efficient service rendered the denom- 
* ination. 
Your committee finds that the Board of Trustees have examined into 
‘ithe work of the House and have found the accounts and business of the 
i House carefully transacted. 








We commend the work of the editors of the Telescope, the editor of. the | 
Watchword, and the editors of the Sunday-school literature for the efficient — 
services rendered the Church by making our periodicals and Sunday-school | 
literature equal to the very best. } 


We further commend the editors and the Publishing Agent on the 
adjustment of the size of the periodicals to the abnormal prices prevailing. 

Whereas, a new building has been constructed, especially designed and | 
adapted for the use of our publishing interests, and to provide headquarters 
and offices for our general Church officers, thereby leaving free for rent to 
outside parties the buildings located east of Main Street, between Fourth and 
Market streets, : 

We therefore recommend: 

First. That a separate and distinct account be kept of the business and 
activities carried on by the Printing Establishment, as such, and that an 
inventory be taken annually, said inventory to show under the heading of 
“Assets,” in separate items, the value of the real estate, machinery, and equip- 
ment, raw material, and finished products, accounts receivable, and any other 
assets that may be possessed by the Printing Hstablishment; the inventory | 
also to show, under the heading of “Liabilities,” the amount of mortgage or — 
bonded indebtedness, notes or bills payable, and open accounts payable, and 
any other liabilities that may exist; and that a statement thereof be entered 
upon the minute books of the Board of Trustees, showing the profit or loss | 
balance for the preceding year. i} 

Second. That a separate and distinct account be kept, to be known as | 
the “Real Estate” account, in which account the value or cost of all property | 
located east of Main Street, between Fourth and Market streets, shall be | 
listed, together with all encumbrances thereon. Said encumbrances to consist 
of all mortgage indebtedness. 

A separate and accurate account shall be kept of the cost of maintenance, 
expenses, and income of each property listed as follows: “Office Building,” 
“RBourth Street Realty,” ‘Bosler Lease,’ ‘Haker Lease,’ ‘Uhlein,’ and | 
“Richter” properties, the statement of all of which shall be placed annually 
on the minutes of the Board of Trustees. 4 

The above inventory shall form the basis for the quadrennial report, 
embracing as a separate item the amount paid on mortgage debt annually. 

Third. We further recommend that the Board of Trustees be and are 
authorized to sell and dispose of any real estate, which, in their judgment, 
may seem wise. : 

Fourth. That the general officers now occupying offices in the Office. 
Building be required to occupy the offices provided for them in the Publishing 
Plant Building on Fifth Street at such rental as may be agreed on with the 
Trustees, and that the back rent in contention charged against these officers 
be charged to the profit and loss account. 

Second. (a) We recommend that the Trustees pay $5,000 per year, from | 
the profits of the House, to the annual conferences for Preachers’ ‘Aid "Fund, 
same to begin in 1918, and if the profits justify, complete the $20,000 fund 
by we ne meeting of the General Conference. : 

b) hat the sum of $650 be appropriated annually from the fu : | 
the Printing Establishment to the Ohio German Coulerence for their. Publi 
cation Fund. 5 

Third. That the coming quadrennium be a debt-paying period and the | 
liabilities be reduced to the lowest possible point; that no additional building } 
be done during this coming quadrennium. a 

Fourth. That the Church be asked to support the House in i 
greene oe to at least $750.000 per Hate ei. 2 ‘4 A 

Fifth. hat a special effort be made to increase the cire i ’ 
Telescope to 50,000 during the quadrennium and that the Walthoen. he 
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Sunday-school literature be strengthened in keeping with the action of Board 
ot Trustees at their recent meeting; namely, 

That the Agent and editors prepare our own graded Sunday-school les- 
sons as soon as the same can be done without too much expense to the insti- 
tution, and in this connection recommend the following: 

(a) That a new Primary Quarterly and a new Junior Quarterly be prv- 
vided and that the “Lessons for, Juniors” be changed to a regular juvenile 
paper for Primary and Junior Department. 

(b) That the Friend be separated into two papers, one for boys and the 
other for girls. 
ae That we adopt the improved, uniform graded lessons beginning with 

(d) That all other Sunday-school publications be continued. 

Sixth. We further recommend the election of an editor and an associate 
| editor for the Religious Telescope. 

The election of an editor for the Watchword. 

The election of.an editor and an associate editor for the Sunday-school 

- literature. 

4 We recommend that the Agent and Trustees of the Printing Establish- 

| ment make an estimate of the expense for the next General Conference and 

present the amount to the Commission on Finance for apportionment, to be 

' included in the General Budget. 

} Seventh. We recommend that the General Conference receive invitations 
from two or more cities for the entertainment of the next General Con- 

- ference, and by ballot, give expression of its preference, leaving the matter of 

final decision with the Board of Bishops, the Agent and the Trustees of 

the Printing Establishment. 

Highth. In view of the fact that the circulation of the Watchword is 
very largely sustained through the Sunday schools and that there is at the 
present time no paper for the Senior Department, we recommend that the 
editor of the Watchword be instructed to devote a reasonable portion of space 
to editorials, stories, articles, and news items adapted to the needs and re- 
quirements of the Senior Department of our Sunday schools. 

Ninth. That Chapter XXI. of the Discipline on Printing Establishment 
-and Church Publications remain unchanged. [Signed] G. A. Lamperr, Chair- 
man; M. B. Spayn, Secretary. 






















Rev. M. H. Frye. I move to amend that we adopt the report, item by 
item. The amendment was adopted. 
Secretary Hammack then read as follows: 


“RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


“We, your Committee on Publishing Interests, have carefully examined 
the report of the Agent, submitted to the General Conference, and referred 
jto our committee. 

1 “We commend the Board of Trustees, and the Publishing Agent in par- 
\ticular, upon the volume of business transacted and the profits shown under 
‘the peculiarly difficult conditions of the past quadrennium; upon the high 
‘quality of work turned out and the efficient service rendered the denom- 
Hination. 

“Your committee finds that the Board of Trustees have examined into 
‘the work of the House and have found the accounts and business of the 
\House carefully transacted. 

| “We commend the work of the editors of the Telescope, the editor of the 
}\Watchword, and the editors of the Sunday-school literature for the efficient 
services rendered the Church by making our periodicals and Sunday-schooi 
hiterature equal to the very best, 
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“We further commend the editors and the Publishing Agent on the ad- 
justment of the size of the periodicals to the abnormal prices prevailing. 

“Whereas, a new building has been constructed, especially designed and 
adapted for the use of our publishing interests, and to provide headquarters 
and offices for our general Church officers, thereby leaving free for rent to 
outside parties the buildings located east of Main Street, between Fourth 
and Market streets. ‘ 

“We therefore recommend: 

“Kirst, That a separate and distinct account be kept of the business and 
activities carried on by the Printing Establishment, as such, and that an 
inventory be taken annually, said inventory to show, under the heading of 
‘Assets,’ in separate items, the value of the real estate, machinery and equip- 
ment, raw material and finished products, accounts receivable, and any other 
assets that may be possessed by the Printing Establishment; the inventory 
also to:show, under the heading of ‘Liabilities, the amount of mortgage or 
bonded indebtedness, notes or bills payable, and open accounts payable, and 
any other liabilities that may exist; and that a statement thereof be entered 
upon the minute books of the Board of Trustees, showing the profit or loss 
balance for the preceding year.” 


Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. As to this recommendation, the 
report says in the preamble that we commend the Board of Trustees and the 
Publishing Agent in particular, upon the business transacted and the profits 
shown, and I feel that we have confidence enough in ourselves to elect a 
Board of Trustees and an Agent who can attend to this business. Hence, I 
move to strike out this recommendation. ed 

Tur Presipent. You move to strike out all of the first recommendation? 

Rev. S. L. Topp. I feel that we have enough confidence in the manage- — 
ment, that they will manage these affairs without telling them how to do it. 
They have been doing it well. 

J. H. Lirrir. I have just one word. I don’t care who runs a business, — 
or who is at the head of it, any institution or business that is run on business © 
principles will make an inventory of its liabilities and assets annually, and | 
that is all that is asked in this recommendation; and it seems to me that any |} 
business institution ought to do that. 

The motion to strike out did not prevail. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


“Second. That a separate and distinct account be kept, to be known 
as the ‘Real Estate’ account, in which account the value or cost of all prop- 
erty located east of Main Street, between Fourth and Market streets, shall be 
listed, together with all encumbrances thereon. Said encumbrances to con- © 
sist of all mortgage indebtedness. 


“A separate and accurate account shall be kept of the cost of mainte- 
nance, expenses, and income of each property listed as follows: ‘Office Build- 
ing, ‘Fourth Street Realty,’ ‘Bosler Lease, ‘Eaker Lease, ‘Uhlein,’ and 
‘Richter’ properties, the statement of all of which shall be placed annually 
on the minutes of the Board of Trustees. 

“The above inventory shall form the basis for the quadrennial report, 
embracing as a separate item the amount paid on mortgage debt annually.” |) 


Riv. W. L. Curppress, of Louisiana Conference. I move its adoption. 
Dr. J. M. Puivureri, of Northern Illinois Conference. It strikes me that 7 
these do not cover all of that property. [J think one or two pieces are omitted. 7 
They can be inserted later if found to be incorrect. 4 
Rev. M. H. Frye. I don’t believe it is necessary to adopt this. It is ™ 
already voted to adopt it, and if there is no objection it will go through, 
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THE PRESIDENT. You have heard the motion, and it has been seconded. 
Those favoring the motion will show the hand. 

EK. L. SHurty. What are we voting on? 

THE PRESIDENT. You are voting on the second recommendation—all of it. 

EK. L. SHuty. Is this necessary? 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion was to adopt it item by item. 

E. L. SuHury. May I ask a question regarding this recommendation? 
Is it the idea of the committee that the funds of the two separate features 
of business shall be kept separate, or simply the account kept separate? 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the chairman of the committee answer? 

G. A. LAMBERT, of White River Conference. We don’t go so far as that. 
If there be no objection, providing we had the same treasurer or cashier, the 
proposition that came up was this, that there might be money in one depart- 
ment and that we would work to disadvantage in that way. It is up to the 
floor here to determine what shall be done in reference to that. It might be 
amended to that extent. 

E. L. Suury. I hesitate to say a word on this question, because I realize 
that too often what I say on this question might be misunderstood. I am in- 
terested as a member of the Church, and as a member of the Church partic- 
ularly in Dayton with other business men, I have recognized the fact that 
steadily for a number of years the influence of our denomination has declined 
in our community. I believe, and other business men of our city believe, 
that the prominent real estate investment of the Publishing House in these 
years has been the cause of this trouble, and of this change in the attitude 
of the community in which we live towards our Church. I don’t want to 
take time, but I think I ought to take time to discuss some of these ques- 
tions, but the question that I ask reaches to the bottom of what I am after. 
I think the committee has tried to solve it by suggesting a separate account, 
and require hereafter a separate statement to us as to the building alone, 
and whether the Printing Establishment makes money. Nobody can tell 
from the reports that we have had for years. More than that, the only way 
to make sure that the result of the work of the Printing Establishment shall 
come to us in our Conference is to require it to be kept absolutely separate 
from the real estate speculation, and for that reason it would seem to me 
that it would be right to require not only that the accounts be kept separate, 
but that the funds be kept separate, and that there should be no switching 
from one to the other; that real estate speculation or real estate investment 
—I beg pardon—that the real estate investment should be required to stand 
on its own bottom entirely. We have had statements of very considerable 
profits from the Publishing House through these years. But where are 
they? They have not come back to the Church. The debts are larger than 
ever before. Instead of one dollar of debt for five dollars of assets, we have 
one dollar of debt to less than two dollars of assets; and it is largely, as 
some of us believe, because of the real estate proposition. If we had plenty 
of money to invest, I have no question about the results in the long-distant 
time to come, but our Publishing Agent asks us to recall the difficulties he 
has, and he is right in his statement of the difficulties that are before us; 
there is no question about it, but the bigger difficulty is the payment of that 
' interest. The interest account is several times the cost of all our difficulties 
‘ during these years to come and I would like to see some provision made by 
/ which the Printing Establishment itself shall be completely separated and 
moved away, and have nothing more to do with the Church except the in- 
‘ vestment. Let us keep it separate, and see whether it pays, not only on our 
- books, but throughout. 


Z Tur PrReswwENT. In the opinion of the chair, this article does not express 
} the opinion of the committee clearly. It ought to be referred back to the 
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committee for restatement, because in a matter that involves so much as this, 
we simply can’t get anywhere with it here. 

Dr. L. W. Stauxr. I want to say that the committee has the facts, and 
the things that my friend refers to are before it, and we have had a number 
of good business men, men who have been in business extensively, and the 
committee, after having everything before us, thought, under the existing 
circumstances, that what we recommended was the very thing to be done 
at the present time. 


Rey. J. W. Kizsourne, of Miami Conference. I move you, that this item } 


be referred back to the committee. 

Tue Presipent. Is there a second? There is no second. We will proceed 
to the next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“Third. We further recommend that the Board of Trustees be and are 
authorized to sell and dispose of any real estate which, in their judgment, 
may seem wise. 

“Fourth. That the general officers now occupying offices in the Office 
Building, be required to occupy the offices provided for them in the Publish- 
ing Plant Building on Fifth Street at such rental as may be agreed on with 
the Trustees, and that the back rent in contention charged against these 
officers, be charged to the profit and loss account.” 


Dr. J. S. KenpaLy, of East Ohio Conference, and Secretary of Christian 
Stewardship. I want to raise a question at this point as to whether the 
Trustees of the Publishing House have the authority of locating the offices 
of the various Boards of the Church—whether that isn’t the duty of the 
Boards themselves, of locating their offices? 


Dr. M. B. Spayp. That same question was raised before the committee, — 


and it was decided that this General Conference had the general authority to 
say where the general officers shall have their headquarters. z 

THE PREsSwWENT. Any further questions? If not, we will proceed to the 
next. 4 

Dr. J. S. Kenpatyt. I move you that the item be amended to read as fol- 
lows: “That the general officers now occupying offices in the Office Building, 
occupy the same at such rental as may be agreed upon with the Trustees, and 
tbat the back rent in contention charged against these officers, be charged to 
the profit and loss account.” 

Rev. J. H. Durron, of Miami Conference. I second the motion. 

G. A. Lamperr. There have been offices arranged in the Publishing 
House that to-day are vacant. I do not know what brought about the fin- 
ishing of these offices. I know nothing about that, but these offices can be 
secured, or are being secured by some of the secretaries at a cost of $75 per 
year, covering heat, light, and space. The offices in the Office Building cost 












very much more, and with this in mind and ample space provided as indi- || 


cated here, at much less cost, why should we change this report? I can’t 
understand it. We are trying to conserve the finances of this institution. I 
would like to have explained just what is meant. 


THE PresweNT. In the opinion of the chair, a Board can provide offices — 


any where it chooses so long as it pays the full amount of the rental. These — 
various secretaries have had their offices in the Office Building at something ; 
less than the full rental. By going into the Publishing House of the Oitter- — 


bein Press, their rental is very low. Of course, I think it is not the intention 7 


of this General Conference to say that the Sunday-school Board or any other i 
Board cannot use offices anywhere that they choose, so long as they pay the — 


full rental. 


Doctor KENDALL. I have several reasons, Mr. Chairman, why I make this _ 


motion. The first one is that it is against the will of the United Brethren i 





. 
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Church of the city of Dayton to give up our Fourth Street property to com- 
mercialism, and the Church abandon that corner for the Church’s head- 
quarters, where it has been ever since our Printing Establishment was. lo- 
cated in that place. The second reason that I give is, that the rooms in this 
Publishing Building, and that is all it is, are utterly unfit for general office 
work; not a toilet in any room where a man can wash his hands without 
running to the general toilet. Not a closet in any room in which you can 
hang up a coat, if you wanted to hang up your coat, or change your garments, 
and there is noise and dirt that thoroughly unfits you if you want to do 
office work or anything of the kind. That is the reason that I object to mov- 
ing from the place where we have things that are convenient and fitted 


- for that kind of work. I will say in the next place, as the matter was brought 


up by our good Brother Lambert, that the offices are there, but before the 
building was erected, the secretaries got together and advised the manager . 
not to put the offices there because it was against our wish to move there, and 
it went on and the offices were placed there. Now, I am giving the Confer- 
ence the facts just as they are. Going back of the last General Conference, 
the secretaries met and agreed to go if all would go, but there were two or 
three announced at once that they would not go down to that particular 
place. [A Voice, Only one.] 

Doctor KenparLt. I want to beg your pardon. I said, if all would go, I 
would go. And if all wouldn’t go, I wouldn't go. And that is the fact. And 
now I objected to going on and preparing those offices against the protests of 
the men who were to occupy them-—those are the reasons why, I say, that we 
should not pass this at this time. 

Dr. W. R. FunxK, Publishing Agent. May I make a statement in reference 


r to this matter? 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. The facts are, that when the blue prints were submit- 
ted to the general officers in the meeting gathered before the last General 
Conference, these blueprints were handled by them, and they looked at them. 
One general officer said, “I will not go down there.” Several of the others 
said they did not want to go. I finally asked in that meeting, “Shall the 
majority rule, and what shall I do?’ And the majority of the general offi- 
cers said, “Go ahead and build according to these plans.” I reported it back 
to my committee within forty-eight hours from that moment. I knew noth- 
ing about any protest until after—more than a year after the last General 
Conference, and after every contract had been made and signed for the new 
building. Then a committee composed of new secretaries, elected at the 
last General Conference, came to my office and presented a little paper in 
which they said they preferred not to go down to the other building, and 
asked me not to build the building in that way. I answered, ‘Brethren, you 
are too late. ‘The contracts are all made.” ‘But,’ they said, ‘you can save 
the expense of building those offices.” I answered, “No, not now, for if we 
make a change in this building it will cost us a great deal more to make the 
changes than to build it under the present contract.” That is the actual 
situation in reference to this matter. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there anything further to be said in favor of the 
amendment? 

Rey. O. T. Drrver, Young People’s Secretary. I have nothing to say 
only to correct this much of what Doctor Kendall said, that these offices are 
entirely unfit. I don’t think that is true. I have been down there for some 


| time, and I think they are quite fit. I find them very comfortable and very 


convenient. : 
Rev. C. A. Sickarooser, of St. Joseph Conference. [I would like to ask a 


| question, whether they can rent them to anybody else at the same price, and 
‘if they can, what is the difference, if they are all full? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Funk can state. 

-Dr. W. R. Funk. I don’t know whether they can be rented to anybody 
- else or not. The offices were built with the view to denominational head- 
quarters. These rooms were so constructed to work in, for that purpose, and 
for a stranger, not a United Brethren, to come in there, I don’t suppose he 
would want to do it. That is my honest belief with reference to it. We had 
no thought of renting them to outside people when they were built. 


Pror. H. M. AmsBroseE, of Kansas Conference. I would like to raise the | 


question of why this was brought back to the General Conference? Many of 
us know nothing{ about the difficulty or difficulties there. Do we not elect a 
Board of Trustees to take charge of this matter, and should it not be in their 
hands? 

Dr. A. C. SippaLtu, of Sandusky Conference, and Secretary of Church 
Erection. I think the General Conference ought to know that these rooms 
are not there now. There are possibly two or three rooms, but to move all 
the general offices down to this building will require at least ten to thirteen 
rooms, and I presume there are not over two or three unoccupied at the 
present time. So that the cost of building the rooms will not be inconsider- 
able. I think we ought to know this situation. 

Doctor Funk. I am very sorry to have to get up again, and correct these 
statements. The rooms are right there, every one that was arranged, but we 
are occupying two of them now that we will vacate immediately as soon as 


you want them. We have occupied them because they are not occupied. a 


That is all. They are all there, and when Brother Siddall makes that state- 
ment, he certainly is ill-advised with reference to the matter, to say the least. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there anything further to be said in favor of the 
amendment? . 

Pror. J. H. RursusH, of Virginia Conference. I don’t know—I certainly 
don’t want to take up your time, but I think we are wasting time, and some 
of us laymen feel that we are disputing about things of very little value to 
the Church. Now, either the gentlemen who have their offices down there 
are being discourteously treated or discredited, and ought to be moved away, 
or the other fellows ought not to want the jobs, if they are not willing to 
be moved. 

Jay M. Cocan, of East Ohio Conference, and Trustee of the Publishing 
House. I don’t believe we should vote on this question until we have all the 
facts. I am surprised at my dear Brother Kendall’s statement in reference 
to the condition of these rooms. On my way to this General Conference I 
stopped in the city of Dayton, and as I happened to be in the Publishing 
House on Fifth Street, I met a number of lay representatives who are mem- 
bers of this General Conference, and I heard my dear brethren a number of 
times say that these offices were not fit for general offices for the United 
Brethren Church, and I asked these laymen to go into these office rooms and 
examine them themselves as to the conveniences, as to heat and light, as to 
the cleanliness of the rooms, as to the conveniences—toilet conveniences and 
all these things—I challenge a man upon this floor to find a United Breth- 
ren preacher, not excepting a Bishop, who has an office to excel these offices 
that have been provided for these general officers. [Applause.] It was re- 


ported to the Board of Trustees a year ago that this Publishing Plant was © 


so filthy and dirty that we were compelled to throw out a part of the stock 
because of the soot and dirt, and we, as a Board of Trustees, made an exam- 
ination. That report was brought to us by one of these officers who now 
refuses to move, and we investigated that, Mr. Chairman, and we found that 
it was absolutely without foundation. ‘ 


Now then, as to the noise. I submit to the brethren who examined those - 


rooms a week ago yesterday, whether there is any noise which bothers our 


people. Brother Deever of the Young People’s Work is there; the Agent of — 
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the Publishing House is there; Doctor Hough, the Foreign Missionary Sec- 
retary is there. How are you going to discriminate between these brethren 
and these? When I go to Dayton, I want to see all the heads of the depart- 
ments. I go over to headquarters, and I discover that our forces are divided, 
and I at once—if I have any mind at all—I would say, “What is the matter 
here?” “Well, the trouble is that these men can’t agree among themselves.” 
And, brethren, if the general officers in the United Brethren in Christ 
Church can’t agree, how, under the sun, do you expect the laity to agree? 
[Applause.] I said to my dear Brother Brewbaker and to my dear Brother 
- Kendall, for example’s sake of Christian men, “You ought to move.” [Ap- 
plause.] And I say to you, brethren, I am not here to vote for a single officer 
- who is not willing to go over there and make this a great central place in 
/ our denomination. [Applause.] 

Rev. W. L. Curpress, of Louisiana Conference. I call for the previous 
- question. 


Dr. CHARLES WHITNEY, Home Missionary Secretary. I am not asking 
' anybody to vote for me. I am not under any fears now, but I want to leave 
‘ my testimony here that the accommodations in the manufacturing building 

are not what they are in the Office Building. Now, for illustration, suppose 
| @ Man comes in on a late train, a secretary. He has a couple of satchels 
| that weigh about fifty pounds. He comes in the manufacturing building, he 
can’t get an elevator, because it is not running.. He has to lug, those things 
up three or four stories, and as far as the noise is concerned, we all know 
you can’t dictate when those street cars are passing there. I have been in 
there when they have had to stop, on account of the racket, and I submit to 
you, I just want to give you the facts, I want to submit to you, if lying right 
there by the railroad yard where the engines are blowing off their black 
smoke, if it is not more likely to be dirty than it is up there above the fly 
line and above the dust line in the Office Building? I believe what ought 
to be done, is to set aside one floor of that great Office Building as the head- 
quarters of the denomination, for offices. And here in this resolution you 
propose to compel these officers to go down there. We all know that we 
could go and rent eleven or twelve offices somewhere else in some building 
for less money than we would have to pay by getting them singly there in 
the Office Building. Now, why not leave these officers free to locate them- 
selves, if you can’t arrange it any other way, and get such accommodations 
as will make their work as easy as possible for the advancement of the 
cause? 

Docror Kenpaut. I was charged here with dividing our forces. Who 
divided them? I want you to answer that. We were all there. 

Rev. EB. H. Waters, of West Virginia Conference. I rise to a point of 
order. They are not speaking to the subject. 

Rev. W. L. Cuiepress. I call for the previous question. 

Dr. J. S. Kenpatxu. There is threatened intimidation here. 

Rev. E. H. Waters. I rise to a point of order. The point of difference 
between these officers is not at stake. It is not a question of whether they 
are divided or not. 

Tur Presipent. There is, of course, some relevancy between Doctor 
Kendall’s questions and the question that you must vote upon in a moment. 

Doctor KENDALL. I want to make this statement here. The gentleman 
said, “I won’t vote for any man—” Brethren, I am not here soliciting votes. 
I am here representing a principle, and the principle is, that all the Boards 
of this Church are not to be governed by one particular Board with its man- 
ager. That is the point that I object to. But if the General Conference 
says that that is the thing that you have to do, then I want to say that I 
am in subjection to the will of the General Conference, but not to the will 
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of one particular Board that rests upon the same basis as all the Boards of 
the Church. 


E. L. SaHury. I am not interested particularly in the differences of the 
secretaries. I happen to belong to a board which meets in the Printing 
House Building. I should be glad to be off of it when the Board meets, be- 
cause of the noise and soot and the lack of environments and the unfavorable 
condition. J happen to be in a business situated just as the Publishing 
House—Printing Establishment—is, along the railroad. I know that we are 
trying to get away with our offices, because of the difficulty of getting efficient 
service from our office people under these conditions; but more than that, 
may I make this appeal on the suggestion made by some one here, perhaps 
Doctor Kendall or Brother Whitney, that we do not desert entirely the old 
location. I think the people of Dayton have some rights to some recognition, 
after all these years of service. There are advantages and disadvantages- in 
having the headquarters of the Church in our city, and it seems to those of 
us who look on from the outside, very largely that it would be a wise ad- 
vantage of our Church if the officers of our Church could be in the Office 
Building up town; first, because it is central, and would be well known, and 
would keep the identity of the old tradition in the minds of the city and of 
the world at large; and, second, because it would aid the efficiency of the 
departments by giving these departments comfortable places to work. They 
must, if they are to do the work that we require of them, and they have to 
do that work with very little help, they must have the best possible advan- 
tages. And without laying aside entirely these questions of differences for 
the sake of the Church, I believe we can afford to suggest that the general 
offices be left in the old building at Fourth and Main streets. 

Dr. WittiAM E. ScuHety, Secretary of Education. Brethren, a question 
privilege. Inasmuch as the discussion has brought out the fact as to where 
certain general offices are, and as to where the others are, the General Sec- 
retary of Education simply wishes the General Conference to know that that 
office is in the new building and that the Secretary and his stenographer in 
the occupancy of the quarters there provided. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. Is it not true that this 
Conference has authority above any individual or any Board that now belongs 
to the Church? It has been asserted here with reference to what the Board 
has done. This General Conference is authority above every man and every 
Board at this time, and if we say they go down there, if they won’t go, we 
will elect somebody that will. 

Rev. C. A. HENDERSHOT, of Oklahoma Conference. I would like to ask 
why certain general officers have refused to pay their room rent, and why 
we are asked to credit it to loss and gain. I would like to have some infor- 
mation on that. I would like some of those general officers to explain. 

Doctor Krnpati. Ag I precipitated that matter, I will answer that. The | 
General Conference fixed the room rent price to be paid; then when we 
simply didn’t want to go, the management doubled that price, and we said he 
had no right to double that price after the Conference had fixed the price for 
those different offices. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. Now, Mr. Chairman, I will have to correct another 
mistake, and I will do it just as freely and openly as I would take a drink of 
milk. The manager—he did not do it. 

Doctor Krnpatyt. I say the management. 

Docror Funk. You didn't say that, Brother Kendall. I want to correct 
-the statement. That is what the trouble is, Mr. Chairman. In this matter the 
committee has acted unanimously, and their action has been turned over 
to the Board of Trustees without comment from the Agent, and they took it 
in hand and investigated on their own hook, and have made their report. 
That is the situation, pure and simple. I won’t answer—I won't even answer 











UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 429 


some of the speeches that could be answered here this afternoon. But I will 
not have a false report, such as the above, go out. 

Docror Kenna. If I said “manager,” it was the wrong word; I meant 
“management.” 

Rev. W. L. Cui~press. It don’t seem to me that we ought to have this 
interchange of crimination and recrimination here in General Conference, 
where we are met to do the ‘Lord’s business, by precipitating something— 
and we have got too much precipitation. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready for the question? Those favoring the 
amendment proposed— : 

Rey. A. A. CHAPMAN. State the amendment. 

THE PRESIDENT. The amendment is that the general officers now occu- 
pying offices in the Office Building be alowed to occupy the offices they now 
occupy in the Office Building, on Main and Fourth streets. If they pay the 
full rental they are at liberty to stay there. 

Frep P. Geis, of Michigan Conference. Will the secretary read the 
amendment just as stated? 

SECRETARY LyTeR. You make amendments that no man under heaven 
can get. I have been writing conference minutes now for fifteen or sixteen 
years, and I declare to you that the most difficult thing I have ever had on 
hand is a General Conference. You may think it is an honor to sit here as 
secretary, but I wish some of you would do the work, and you might have 
the honor. The amendment, as the secretary believes it to be, is that the 
general officers who are now in the Office Building or who elect to remain 
there, may remain there, provided they pay full office rent. That is as 1 
understood the amendment to be. 

BisHor Four. It will not be expected of the. recording secretary to 
furnish such facts, but we have a stenographic report upon which we can 
rely in these circumstances. 

Mr. Geis. I was going to suggest that we call upon our stenographic 
secretary for a statement of the amendment. 


Recording Secretary Hall reads: “That the general officers now occupy- 
ing offices in the Office Building, occupy the same at such rental as may ve 
agreed upon with the Trustees, and that the back rent in contention, charged 
against these officers, be charged to the profit and loss account.” 


Tuer PRESIDENT. Those favoring the amendment will show the hana— 
those favoring the amendment will stand, please. 

Fifty-one stand for. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed to the amendment will stand. 

Rev. M. H. Fryr. A point of order. Those sitting must vote. 

One hundred and sixty-five stand against. 

THE PRESIDENT. The amendment is lost. The secretary will read the 
next item. 

Proressor Keppey. I would like, as a matter of privilege to suggest 
that the Board of Tellers be allowed to make their report. It would be good 
business to have that report made now, I think. 

THE PRESIDENT. Shall we proceed with this? 

Voices. Hear! hear! 

Rev. W. L. Cuitpress. I move the Board of Tellers be allowed to make 
their report. 

Tur PRESIDENT. There is no second. Proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“Second. (a) We recommend that the Trustees pay $5,000 per year, 
from the profits of the House to the annual conferences for Preachers’ Aid 
Fund, same to begin in 1918, and if the profits justify, complete the $20,000 
fund by the next meeting of the General Conference. 
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“(b) That the sum of $650 be appropriated annually from the funds of 
the Printing Establishment to the Ohio German Conference for their Publi- 
cation Fund.” 


Proressor Krprrer. If the chair please, I desire to make a statement. 
You have an order of business for four o’clock. I suggest you would better 
hear the report of your tellers. [Voices, Hear! hear! ] 

THE PRESIDENT. We can very soon settle it. 

C. L. Raymond, of the board of tellers, hands the report to the secretary. 

Secretary Hammack reads the first ballot result on vote for five Bishops, 
as follows: 


VOTES CAST FOR BISHOPS. 


IARI SAG CFSD Goals a csokenateiats Ses 322 99S SHoughioe sn. eee ee eee 4 
MYR Ballinger. 7 es LOWE Kress rete cree oer 2 
Dey GeO We a ecusetelg Sevens ene tence tons V2 Ie SSKendall::acacwussoahene tere 9 
OF: OFMINmMan lass BE Seis omncers Ley) SAS yterces cate eee eee 1 
MMS 2 BOVEY tical stents Ser ee eateroeteaie 1 od. Ce Aabichterewc see if 
Ri Re Butterwicke. 2 stews. . cue DIMA RON ate Son eee eae 2 
CALC BeBrane se eee 3. SJ Phandiss seo eee 3 
P.O; Bonebrakesisscaiva. opis a. 3 Dy DLO WeRY 3) ies oie a tere eee 3 
CiW Bréewhakeriv.os2 0). eae Oia Ws -Owenes Sonu ca ene eae mee? & 
BWA Curtis ee ae ee ES dre. Me Phi lippissce.ac arene eee 2 
Jet BeseConunethacsis. 5 kee eae Bei Re CASE RO WOVE Gores shee etentne eee 2 
Past Campin estas is Se races 12 J Ae Pattersoncseot ee eee 2 
WaaGe? ClippinZerse; een eso oes 12 J Roberts eens nee eee 1 
Merb Daw SON nn hein on atte bene Lee TB eShowerss oo ae eee 2 
On YE Deevers see Ble aoe wae 4 ho MARS Shupe’ : oienc gare or. ce eee 1 
We Dun Gan ees. cottesias eawreuets es GAS ie SLAULOM I crpate veorerctetssae ere 3 
GSBrek letcher: ccverecen sntieisa eee 2 Ase: Siddallctiee-. sactte otace oeoeere 11 
Se De Baust? faa wae nae 3) he Ba NAN ONE. as See ee 24 
Tee OUta deere Us hee ae DW abs Schell ssi. ete ke ere 24 
A frutshel SHE NRO) ole ManRUR cameetry Acne a roRis ran gt De TR aed se WTEC aisha stahieca: ces iene 2 
Ae 5 208 SB a Fem ea eae ea tt a RT 8:5 As WRG ees ae eee 10 
WW cet ONG ETI CSincy2cacoait acme Mk nO ue 22)... WieM. Weekley saa. sete cee 20 
Jie Bice GNIUMCS ey. oehaiedv acinar’ Retest ees 10 Woe Washing er: 44e6sc eee 82 
Wis Bs Grin Otis i oe oath ieee Sy SSW BOL o sacecce cea eee 211 
Masia Re rartordt. ce: cs 1 ACS Out ss. 3.6.05 toe eee 204 
Opler tcc okre eae eee 12 C. ds KRephart 3 acca es 207 
AY Se) Hammack.) saa. ee 20 20G. Ma Mathews sss octsie seers 179 
Ae Dr SHOWA Oe ck, oe ten ei eer 4 
TOCA, Sissy hig t.cce Ha fo.e Sic 3 PRES ee ed ee HAS 5: 
Cum Fede asi s bis Sate seas ie BR ole HE EL CRI OC eae 227 
Rejected) 5..de Fes Boe sree en atten Stanley as ae nor ne eee 5 
OVA a ois oie ta-cpscoyats bid ea Se A Ca eee 232 
Necessary. to elect. a. <4 scape ee cae he ee eee een. 


Elected: W. M. Bell, C. J. Kephart, H. H. Fout, G. M. Mathews.—[ Signed] 
Tellers, CHARLES L. RAymMonpb, Chairman. 


[Applause.] 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair declares the election of these four that have 
received a majority of all the votes cast, as four members of your Board of 
Bishops. The chair will ask that you prepare your ballots for a fifth Bishop. 
The tellers will please come forward. 

Dr. J. A. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. In electing the general 
officers, I would like to call attention to Rule 44 that all may read. 

The second ballot was then taken for Bishop. 

Tur Present. Are there any who have not handed in their ballots? - 
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The tellers will then retire and count the ballot. We will now proceed 
with the Publishing Committee’s report. 

BisHorp Marurws. I would like to call the attention of the Conference 
to this, that in voting for persons for any office, or in any other voting, I 
think we really ought to have no persons other than delegates within the 
bar, and in that way it would avoid any confusion or misunderstanding. So, 
if any persons are within the bar who are not delegates, if they could get 
some other convenient place, it would be much more satisfactory. 

THE PRESENT. Proceed, Mr. Secretary. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“Third. That the coming quadrennium be a debt-paying period and the 
liabilities be reduced to the lowest possible point; that no additional building 
be done during this coming quadrennium. 

“Fourth. That the Church be asked to support the House in its effort to 
increase its business to at least $750,000 per year. 

“Wifth. That a special effort be made to increase the circulation of the 
Telescope to 50,000 during the quadrennium, and that the Watchword and 
Sunday-school literature be strengthened in keeping with the action of the 
Board of Trustees at their recent meeting, namely, 

“That the Agent and editors prepare our own graded Sunday-school les- 
gons as soon as the same can be done without too much expense to the insti- 
tution, and in this connection recommend the following: 

“(a) That a new Primary Quarterly and a new Junior Quarterly be 
provided, and that the ‘Lessons for Juniors’ be changed to a regular juvenile 
paper for Primary and Junior department. 

“(b) That the Friend be separated into two papers, one for boys and the 
other for girls. 

“(c) That we adapt the improved, uniform graded lessons, beginning 
with 1918. 

“(q@) That all other Sunday-school publications be continued.” 


Dr. W. O. Fries. There is one word appearing in this (c) in parenthesis 
that is misleading. It is the word “sraded.” It should be omitted. The 
title of the new uniform lessons is that way—improved, uniform lessons. . I 
move that we omit the word “graded.” 

Tur PRESIDENT. Do you agree? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. L. W. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to ask whether - 
they are not graded? They are uniform, but adapted to different grades. 

Docror Fries. They are adapted to the different grades, but we have 
graded lessons separate from the improved uniform lessons. 

Doctor Lutz. They are adapted to the grades? : 

Doctor Fries. Yes, sir. 

Dr. J. W. Owen, Associate Editor of Sunday-school Literature. May I 
offer a suggestion right here? There seems to be some explanation needed. 
They progress by steps instead of grades, and go on a number of Sabbaths, 
all of which refer to the uniform lessons. I think the brethren ought to 
understand that in voting. 

Pres. M. O. McLaucHtin, of Nebraska Conference. I move that item (b) 
under “Fifth” be stricken out, “That the Friend be separated into two 
papers, one for boys and the other for girls.” 


Dr. M. B. Spayp. The reason for this article is that a great many of our 
schools are not taking the Friend. They are taking a paper for boys and a . 
paper for girls. Our Church does not provide a paper for each, and some of 
our schools insist on having it that way, and my own school is one of them. 
They will not take the Friend. It is not adapted to the boys or the girls as 
the papers that they procure from another publishing house are, and the same 
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report comes from a good many schools, and they came before the committee 
and demanded that our Publishing House furnish what we need, something 
adapted to our needs, so we can patronize our own House. We don’t want 
to go outside of our denomination. to get our Sunday-school literature, but as 
long as the House doesn’t provide what we need and what our Sunday schools 
demand, we can’t help ourselves. 

Dr. CHARLES W. BREWBAKER, Secretary of Sunday Schools. I have been 
in thirty-three different States in the last four years. I have visited many 
local Sunday schools, and I have found that the David Cook’s literature has 
a great place in many United Brethren Sunday schools. I have offered many 
Sunday schools free literature which I have purchased from the Publishing 
House with my money for three months if they would try the United Breth- 
ren literature just for three months in order to supplant other literature. 
The superintendents of Sunday schools come to me and say, “Mr. Brew- 
baker, the United Brethren people have nothing for our boys and girls.” Def- 
initely speaking, boys and girls must have something that appeals to them. 
Not only that, but Mr. Cook gets up his literature in red and blue and yellow 
and gold and all the different colors, which appeal to the eye of the child. 
Now, you men know what I am talking about, because a lot of you fellows 
have them in your Sunday schools—you fellows here to-day. I know what 
I am talking about, because I know some of you. I have talked to some or 
you, and I think this report is a splendid report. I want to say a word in 
regard to these new uniform lessons, in answer to Mr. Lutz, of Chambersburg. 

THE PresipENnT. Is it on this point? 

Doctor BREWBAKER. I want to make that explanation and then sit down, 
if you will let me explain. Those are in departments and get the same lesson 
content, that is, in the Junior, Adult, etc., have the same lesson. The ed- 
itors are expected to write letters adapted to departments only and not to 
the grade. 


PRESIDENT W. G. CriprINcerR, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I recognize 
the validity of the argument presented for supplying two papers, but I 
question whether we are in position to highly specialize at this time with 
the limited circulation that we have. I should like to ask this, that both 
the publisher and the editor give an expression on this point before we vote. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I was about to rise to say that, from the mechanical 
and cost side, a paper for boys and girls can be produced just as about as 
cheaply as we are producing the Friend now, for this reason, that the press 
is large enough to take two papers at one time, so that it would go through 
with one impression, and in that way produce the papers virtually at the 
same cost aS we are now producing the paper. The paper has 37,000 circu- 
lation now, and our supposition is that that will be increased when we have 
the two, so that we will be running at least 60,000 of the two papers as 
against 37,000 of the one, and in that way will meet the extra expense. The 
editorial department can speak for itself. 

THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Fries, your opinion is called for. 

Dr. W. O. Fries, Editor. For the last decade there has been a growing 
desire upon the part of the Sunday-school world for papers specially adapted 
to boys and a separate paper for girls. They believe that there is something 
in human psychology that demands that. When a boy picks up a paper, so it 
is said, and sees that it is devoted to girls, he wants to throw it down, 
and probably the girls feel just a little that way, but not quite so much. 
{Laughter.] Other denominations have heard this insistent call, and many 
of them have granted it. The Presbyterian Church is issuing two papers, one 
paper for boys and another for girls. The Baptist Church is doing the same 
thing, and there are some other denominations doing it. We feel that there 
is a real necessity for us to make this change. Personally, I think there are 
many boys and girls wha are glad they get a paper devoted to both of them, 
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but the demand is for separate papers, and we ought to heed this demand of 
our schools. Now it may be that these two new papers will not be as large as 
the Friend is now, possibly a larger page, but only four pages. The Presby- 
terians and Baptists get out their papers for their boys and girls with only 
four pages, but it is a larger page. There is a better chance to illustrate on 
a large page than a small one. I hope we will grant the demand for separate 
papers for our boys and girls. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. May I have just one word more? The question has 
been raised here as to the size of these two papers. Now, of course, we may 
not be able, under present conditions, to produce as large a paper as we 
otherwise would, but you will find these papers as they come under the 
plan of the editors, that they will meet the needs of the hour; so we do favor 
it from our end of the line. 

The amendment was lost. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“Sixth. We further recommend the election of an editor and an asso- 
ciate editor for the Religious Telescope. 

“The election of an editor for the Watchword. 

“The election of an editor and an associate editor for the Sunday-school 
literature. 

“We recommend that the Agent and Trustees of the Printing Establish- 
ment make an estimate of the expense for the next General Conference, and 
present the amount to the Commission on Finance for apportionment, to be 
included in the General Budget. 

“Seventh. We recommend that the General Conference receive invita- 
ticns {rom two or more cities for the entertainment of the next General Con- 
ference, and by ballot give expression of its preference, leaving the matter 
of final decision with the Board of Bishops, the Agent and.the Trustees of 
the Printing Establishment. 

“Wighth. In view of the fact that the circulation of the Watchword is 
very largely sustained through the Sunday schools, and that there is at the 
present time no paper for the Senior Department, we recommend that the 
editor of the Watchword be instructed to devote a reasonable portion of 
space to editorials, stories, articles, and news items adapted to the needs and 
requirements of the Senior Department of our Sunday schools. 

“Ninth. That Chapter XXI. of the Discipline, on Printing Establishment 
and Church Publications, remain unchanged.” 


Doctor Funk. May I have a question as to No, 7? Will you hear me for 
a moment? : 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Docror Funk. I wish you to consider carefully No. 7, “and by ballot give 
expression of its preference, leaving the matter of final decision with the 
Board of Bishops,” ete. Now, my brethren, that is exactly what you did four 
years ago, and if you knew just how much trouble we have had with it, you 
wouldn’t do it that way. You would leave it without preference, and let 
these cities each compete for this General Conference in a business-like way. 
That is what you would do, if you had the experience some of us have had 
with four or five General Conferences. For, whenever you make a preference, 
as you did four years ago, you virtually settle the place, for neither the Board 
of Bishops nor the Board-of Trustees of the Publishing House are going to 
willfully go up against your judgment, and when you express your judgment, 
the local people for whom you have expressed a preference, have a right to 
expect that these boards will give heed to your preference. Why not, in a 
businesslike way, open up this matter? No city has been mentioned. I do 
not know who is going to make an effort for it, but I do know this, that the 
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city that really wants it will be willing to show its faith by its works, and 
not by its promises. For we had plenty of promises four years ago, and we 
have conditions now that dear Brother Inman and these dear people here 
in Wichita have no control over, for when I came to them first after the 
last General Conference, they were surprised to know that they would be 
asked for a contribution to meet the cost of printing, expense of stenog- 


rapher, and other expenses of the General Conference. And when I opened © 


the book and read it to them, they held up their hands. They are dear people 
to me; they received me kindly on the three visits that I made to them here 
to arrange for this session. They held up their hands and said, “Had we 
known that, our attitude would have been altogether different.” Now, my 
brethren, I plead with you, to leave this as an open matter. If you have con- 
fidence at all in your Board of Bishops and confidence in your Board of 
Trustees of your Publishing House, they will handle this in a way that you 
will have real and actual results in the matter of entertainment for the next 
General Conference that are worth while. 

J. H. Lirrte, of Kansas Conference. For about fifteen years I have had 
the business of locating our State Sunday-school Convention in this State. 


They entertain anywhere from 2,000 to 2,500 delegates, I think. The con- | 


vention itself has never voted on the place of meeting. That is up to the 
executive committee, and the executive committee locates the convention 
where the local people comply with the requirements of the executive com- 
mittee for the entertainment of the convention, and they will not go unless 
they do. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you wish to amend this item, Mr. Little? 


J. H. Lirritr. To eliminate after the words, “General Conference’—I | 


don’t know but the whole thing should be eliminated. 

EK. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. I move to amend No. 7 to read, be- 
ginning with the third line—I will read the whole of it. “We recommend 
that the General Conference receive invitations from two or more cities for 


the entertainment of the next General Conference, and that these invitations 
be referred without vote to the Board of Bishops, the Agent and the Trustees 


of the Printing Establishment.” 
Seconded. 


J. B. Ware, of West Virginia Conference. I would like to inquire if 
that would limit the Trustees and Agent in the consideration of only the | 


cities that apply here? 
Voices. No! nel 
THrE PRESIDENT. The chair does not so understand it. 
The question is called for. : 


THe Presipenr. Will the mover of the motion please read once more? ) 
BH. L. Suuey. “We recommend that the General Conference receive in- 


vitations from two or more cities for the entertainment of the next Gen- 


eral Conference, and that these invitations be referred, without vote. to the 


Board of Bishops, the Agent and the Trustees of the Printing Establish- 
ment.” I think that meets with Dr. Funk’s idea, doesn’t it? 

Doctor Funk. Yes, I think, however, that you ought to construe the mo- 
tion, Mr. Shuey, as answering the brother over there—we do not want invita- 
tions other than those that come through this body right here. We do not 
want them for. this reason, Mr. Chairman, if I may ex 
gate and you have to determine three, four, 
is no limit. The brethren certainly can know whether th 


ey want th ‘ 
General Conference or not, and can get up and make their i ° ee 


nvitations. 
The amendment was adopted. 
Dr. L. W. Staun, of Allegheny Conference. 


There is an omissi i ; 
first part, in the fifth paragraph, second line; Eee 


“We further commend the 


I <plain that, it opens the 
five, or six in number, and there | 














UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 435 


editors and the Publishing Agent on the adjustment of the size,’ and price 
—“and price” is omitted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you agree to this? If so, say “Agreed.” 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. M. Nicuoxts, of Kansas Conference. I move that we adopt this re- 
port, as amended. 

The report on Publishing Interests, as amended, was adopted. 

SECRETARY Hammack. I hold the report of the tellers for the election 
of Bishop, which has not been read. 

THE PRESIDENT. Read it. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


SECOND BALLOT FOR BISHOP. 


Ree Wee Ballinger ir: a5 is. aiscc distr os De Wi Mes Weekley. a. 8 ccc. tan ees 5 
PeOs Bbonebrake swe 6 kee eet es ee ANSE OW TIP TGe ras Sern a ae he avaderee 7 
Gmina Branese2. Gali. ie. Sa i dees. Kendallkt. 2 ethene, acer i 
NEE AAU EITC <0 7.2 eA, Sete els i aWiGs Clippingers . fo2oss Sina 9 
Gees NeDonald hese ke 12 SPV Campy: src cutee nthe ale eee 9 
IMipeeiyekCtinic.. fos oe et. oe ees bre kc cet Seca Wires OCHOllin.etreete ene wacko lites 20 
Wa SEC WADA OR oxic: ctecoie esate ernie {NER AG Jord Digwpey OF) 1 5V 0% 6 Use aosencssn oh OGRE 28 
Si the ed RYO TES Ae aerate Sa ar ee ATEN s Oo OEIOSR te oe ate te ce ee aes oo 
See Coad UDOT ct. Sak siek he he eee cae Die Wank WAS NOR irk: Ate sce near. 96 
ESOS COW ELV siete hoclcic 's colsharetacvars 6 5 


Total vote, 234. Necessary to a choice, 118. No election. [Signed] CwHas. 
L. RAyMonp, Chairman. 


THE PRESIDENT. You will prepare your ballots for the election of Bishop. 

The third ballot was then taken and the tellers retired to make the 
count. 

Hon. R. H. Bennett, of Kansas Conference. Can the Committee on 
Church Erection have the privilege of sending in its report to the secretary, 
that it may be referred to the printer? 

Tur Presipent. Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION. 


The committee recommends the following changes in Chapter XX. of the 
Discipline: 

Add to Article I. following ‘its corporate name, being The Church Erec- 
tion Society of the United Brethren in Christ,” so the article will then read, 
“Article I.—Name. This society shall be known as the Church Erection Soci- 
ety of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, located in Dayton, Ohio, 
its corporate name being, The Church Erection Society of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ.” 

Article III. Substitute the following: “The object of this society shall 
be to procure desirable lots in strategic centers for locations of churches and 
parsonages and to assist congregations in locating and erecting houses of 
worship and parsonages.” 


For Article IV., substitute the following: “The officers of this society 
shall consist of nine trustees, at least four of whom shall be laymen, who 
shall be elected by the General Conference. 

“The Board of Bishops shall select one of the Bishops, who, by such selec- 
tion, shall be one of the nine trustees aforesaid. 

“The General Church Erection Secretary shall be the executive officer 
of this society, and its funds shall be handled by the General Church 
Treasurer. 
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“The trustees of this society shall meet immediately upon adjournment 
of the General Conference, upon the call of the General Secretary, and organ- 
ize by electing a president, vice-president, and secretary of its board.” 

Article V. Change the word “managers” to read: “trustees,” and the 
words “corresponding secretary” to read “general secretary.” The article will 
then read: “Article V. The annual meeting of the board of trustees shall ie 
held at such time and place as the board itself may decide. Other meetings 
may be held at such time and place as may be designated by the president 
and general secretary. Five of the members shall constitute a quorum.” 

Article VI. Change the words “corresponding secretary” to “general sec- 
retary,’ wherever they occur in said article, and the word “managers” to 
“trustees.” 


Article VII. In Paragraph 2, change the word ‘directors’ to “trustees.” 

Article IX. In the second sentence of said paragraph, instead of the 
words, “Conference Branch Church Erection Society,” substitute the words, 
“conference board of trustees.” Said sentence will then read: “If the vote 
be favorable, the application shall be sent to the conference board of trus- 
tees for its approval, and upon such approval, conference board of trustees 
shall make application to the General Secretary of the General Church Erec- 
tion Society.” 


Article XIII. Substitute the following: “Article XIII.—Parsonage Fund. 
The board of trustees may set aside a per centum of the church erection 
funds for the erection of parsonages.” 

Article XV. Substitute the following: “Article XV.—Lot Fund, 1. Such 
amounts from the general funds of the society as shall from time to time 
be determined upon by the board of trustees, together with all funds con- 
tributed specially for such purpose, shall constitute a lot fund. 

“2. This fund shall be used for purchasing desirable lots in strategic 
towns and cities of the various conferences where we have no churches. 
Said lots may be gifts to the local churches that may be organized in such 
places, but the deeds of conveyance shall contain a clause which provides 
that if the same is not used for church purposes or becomes abandoned by 
the local church, that said lots thereupon shall revert to the General Church 
Erection Society.” [Signed] J. S. Funron, Chairman; R. H. BENNETT, Sec- 
retary. 


Pres. M. O. McLavucuuin, of Nebraska Conference. May I make a motion? 
In view of the fact that the special order on evangelism at 1: 30 has not been 
carried out, and the special order on education, which was to have been at 
three o’clock has been postponed to four o’clock, and in view of the fact that 
it will be necessary, if we have these reports at all, to bring both education 
and evangelism within one hour, I move that the special order for this 
afternoon be done away with-and that we proceed with conference business. 

BisHor MatnHews. I think it is due some of us who have had charge 
of the program somewhat to say that it grieves us to do away with the dis- 
cussion of the great questions:of Christian education and evangelism, and yet 
we are not .responsible. : The General Conference took the action that it 
should go on until five o’clock, and I think this explanation is due the Con- 
ference and those who have charge of the program. : 

On request, President McLaughlin restated his motion. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion was seconded. I think I will have Bishop 
Mathews state just what the-program was intended to be from four to five 
o’clock, so that you may act intelligently. 

BisHop MAtHEws. This is the program on evangelism. Addresses by 
Dr. J. S. Kendall and Dr, J. E. Shannon. Program on education. President 
McLaughlin presiding; devotions led by President Ruebush. General Theme, 


“Translating Possibilities into Actualities.” “Filling Our Halls,” by Pres- © 
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ident Gossard. “Recruiting Our Ministry,’ by Manager J. BE. Fout. “Gather- 
ing the Means,” by Chancellor J. H. Lucas. It grieves us certainly to not 
hear these brethren speak. 


THE PRESIDENT. These would be about four fifteen-minute speeches. 

Pres. W. G. Ciipprnerr. I hope we will not throw away the hour. 

THE PRESIDENT. It would not be throwing it.away to-give it to business. 
Those in favor of the motion will stand. 

Sixty-six stand for. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed will rise. 

Ninety-eight stand against. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion is lost. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. I move we continue the business session until the re- 
port of the tellers. : 

Tue Presipent. The next order of business is the ballot for Publishing 
Agent. 

Rev. W. L. Childress seconds Doctor Lutz’s motion. 

Dr. W. BE. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. In view of the fact that Doc- 
tor McFarland will not be here, I would like to move that we have a business 
session to-morrow evening. 

THe PRESIDEN’. I hear no second. 

Dr. L. W. Sraurt. I move to amend the motion before us by saying that 
we now proceed to elect our Publishing Agent. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is the regular order of business. A motion was 
made that we proceed with business until the report of the tellers is given 
on Bishop. , 

Docror STanL. If you recognize that motion, then I insist upon my 
amendment. It was seconded by several here. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. An amendment has been made and seconded that we 
proceed at once to elect an Agent for the Publishing House. Ail those in 
favor of this motion will raise the hand or show the hand. Those opposed 
by like sign. The motion prevails. 

Prepare your ballots for Agent of the Publishing House. The Beard of 
Tellers will be Cloyd C. Rose, EH. H. Castle, A. H. Laughbaum, E. B. Ward, 
and I. F. Lauman. 

The ballot for Agent of the Publishing House was then taken and the 
tellers retired to count the vote. 

Bisuop WEEKLEY. If I can have attention for a moment, I would like to 
read a paper. 

“WHEREAS, Our nation has been drawn into the great world-war, and had 
for its chief antagonist the imperial German government, and 

“WHEREAS, Philip William Otterbein, the main human founder of the 
United Brethren Church, was a German, and had Germans for his early asso- 
ciates in this country, and 

“WitEREAS, A vein of pure German blood runs through the whole Church, 

“Therefore, we request our people everywhere to refrain from any wun- 
kind criticism of their German brethren in this country. It should be re- 
membered that while these German citizens of the United States are loyal to 
the American flag, they are still warmly attached to the Fatherland by 
strongest ties of relationship and association. We are not at war with the 
people of German, but with Kaiserism—a system of military cast and rule— 
which stands directly and forever opposed to our democracy. We have 
naught but kindly feelings toward the German people and sincerely join with 
them in securing for them ‘a government of the people, by the people, and for 
the people.’” I move the adoption of this paper. It was adopted. 

Tip PresmENT. The chair would request Mr. Rose, I think his name 
appears first here on the Board of Tellers, to take the ballots of ‘the tellers 
counting the vote fer Bishop, so that they may not lose their ballots. 
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JAY M. Cogan. May I have a question at this point? I wish to inquire 
if it is not convenient to hear this report on education this afternoon? I am 
very sure we would not want to go home without having an hour devoted to 
this very important work. 


THE PRESIDENT. It has been voted to hear it. : 

Jay M. Cocan. I wanted to inquire if it could be arranged to hear it 
to-morrow evening when we have more time? I am referring to education 
and evangelism. 

BisHop MatTHEWS. We have agreed that the very best time would be 
to-morrow evening. 

Doctor Funk at this time read a card showing the train schedule for the 
return trip for the members to sign who are interested, and the ushers dis- 
tributed them to the Conference. 

PRESIDENT I. J. Goop. I would like to ask if those who on the train 
coming out had special tickets, if those are good? 

Doctor Funk. All tickets on the Pennsylvania Line are good for this 
special train. It is barely possible that we might exchange some tickets with 
persons over other lines. We have done that in several cases where husband 
and wife were divided on coming out. We have gotten them together on their 
return trip. [Applause.] 

SECRETARY Hammack. We have the result of the last vote for Bishop. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hear the secretary? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


THIRD BALLOT FOR BISHOP. 
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Total vote 232. Necessary to elect 117. W. H. Washinger elected. 
[Signed] Cuartes L. RaymMonp, Chairman. [Applause.] 


Tie PresipeNt. The chair will ask Bishop Mathews, as the senior 
Bishop, to accompany the newly-elected Bishop to the platform. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. If the chair please, the 
newly-elected Bishop, out of the kindness and sympathy of his great heart, 
has been sitting all day and last night and yesterday by the side of his very 
much afflicted brother, who is a delegate to this Conference. We admire him 
all the more because of his great. sympathetic heart that has kept him at all 
hours out of a great conference of this character, and sitting by the side of a 
good brother who is needing his attention. 

BisHop Marnews. I suggest that Brother Ayers offer a prayer for that 
sick brother and that we follow with him—that we rise. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers offered the following prayer: O Lord, our. Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth, for thou art the great God’ of the uni- 
verse, and in thy greatness thou art touched nevertheless with the feeling 
of our infirmities. We thank thee that.in the person of thy Son, Jesus, we 
have a friend, a Savior who himself was a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief, who knows how to sympathize with his children in grief, sorrow, 
and affliction. We come to thee, O Christ. We pray thee to put thy special 
blessing upon this dear brother who has come to this Conference—to the 


great work of this Conference. We pray thee, O Lord, for his brother, that . 


thou permit him to live, and if it please thee, Lord, through the efforts of 
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his physician, a speedy and complete recovery may come to him. Hear us 
in behalf of all others who are afflicted here, whose hearts are turning with 
intense interest towards loved ones at home. We pray thee, Lord, to be 
with every one of them. Cause the Holy Spirit, which thou hast sent as a 
comforter of thy children, to be there to comfort their hearts with spiritual 
words such as we are not able to bring with lip to lip. Hear us in these 
our humble petitions, we ask it in the name of him who died for us. Amen. 


SECRETARY HAmMMacK. I move you that two of the Pennsylvania. delega- 
tion, whom they may select, bear the greetings of this General Conference 
to the much-afflicted brother, and to also announce to Doctor Washinger his 
election and escort him to the rostrum of the General Conference. Adopted. 

Rey. O. O. INMANnN. We have a machine ready to take care of the com- 
mittee. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Pennsylvania delegation will select its own com- 
mittee. 

SEcRETARY HAMMACK. I would suggest that Brother A. R. Ayers and 
Brother L. W. Lutz act as the committee, if they will let us make the sug- 
gestion. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. Do you wish one of these brethren to stay with the 
sick brother? 

THE PRESIDENT. Perhaps more than two had better go—Doctor Gossard. 
Announce to Bishop Washinger that he is a Bishop in the United Brethren 
Church. 

EvmMer Henverson, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the resolution 
of Bishop Weekley be printed in the Religious Telescope and the Watchword. 
Adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. I have a resolution I would 
like to offer: 


“Resolved, That this General Conference, by special action, emphasize 
Rule 44 and require all its general officers to conform to this rule, which is 
as follows: ‘All elections of officers shall be by ballot and a majority of all 
the votes cast shall be necessary to a choice. The acceptance of office shall 
be considered a pledge that the officer will devote his time and talents wholly 
to the duties of the office to which he is elected.’”” I so move. I ask that that 
include all the officers elected at this Conference. Most certainly every gen- 
eral officer elected at this Conference is included in that motion. 


Dr. L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. Now, that is a very broad sit- 
uation. I want to say to you if it had not been for some of our general 
officers doing some things to help our United Brethren Church in times gone 
by, we could not point to several great institutions that we have to-day, for 
it would have been impossible to have had them. If they have a little spare 
time and try to do something on the outside to help promote the United 
Brethren Church or United Brethren interests, they should do it. I think 
that is a very dangerous proposition to bind them down to some one place, 
to such a small scope; when we elect them, we elect big men to such places. 

Docror Gruver. A point of order. That doesn’t say a man is to sit in 
his chair all the time, but is to devote his energies to the interests of the 
Church. It does not mean that he shall go out‘and do something else, but 
his time and talents are to be devoted to the interest of the Church. I call 
attention to it. It is not a special action, but is a rule that we already have. 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. If we vote this down, are we 
involving that rule? 

JupckE McFaut, of Pennsylvania Conference. If it is already a rule, 

‘what is the use of taking action to place special emphasis on it? If it is a 
rule, it has been already adopted and is in full force and effect. 
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BisHop MaTHEws. Let me call vour attention to the fact, if you vote this 
down, then you say that a general officer can go and do as he pleases. 

Dr. J. H. Yaaey, of Iowa State Conference. The motion is out of order. 

JUDGE BENNETT, of Kansas Conference. I think we need to understand 
the effect of a vote on this. I can’t persuade myself that to vote that down 
gives anybody a license to do anything. The resolution is that this Confer-- 
ence, by a certain procedure, shall place emphasis upon a certain rule. We 
show by our action that we don’t need to place emphasis upon that rule. That 
is a rule. Now, if we vote it down, that will be the rule just as much as it 
was before, but if it is being violated, then it is necessary to call attention 
to it and place emphasis upon it. If that is true, I wish the chair would 
. set us right, because we don’t want to vote wrong on it. 

THE Presipentr. The chair understands by this vote that you will simply 
emphasize Rule 44 as I have it in my list here. 

Rev. E. B. Warp, of China Conference. If we do not vote, what will 
you do? 

THE PRESIDENT. If you do not, you will simply say the emphasis is not 
needed. 

PROFESSOR MARK KepreL. I would like to know whether voting it up or 
down would strengthen it. Why kill so much time? 

THE PRESIDENT. All those favoring emphasizing this rule by special vote, 
will show the hand. 

EK. L. SuHury. That wasn’t the motion. 

THE PRESIDENT. That was the interpretation. 

E. L. SHuey. You have no right to interpret it. ° 

Secretary Lyter reads the resolution again. 

Frep P. Gers, of Michigan Conference. I move to lay it on the table. 

Pror. A. A. MAYSILLES, of Miami Conference. I would like to offer this 
statement against passing this motion. 

Dr. J. T. Roperrs, of White River Conference. A point of order. The 
motion is that this be tabled. 

The motion was adopted and the resolution was tabled. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. I have the vote for Publishing Agent. 

THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Hammack will read. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


BALLOT FOR PUBLISHING AGENT. 
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Two hundred and thirty votes cast. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. W. R. Funk as your Publishing 
Agent. [Applause.] 


Dr. W. W. Witttamson, of East Ohio Conference. We have a report > 


which is not necessary to be printed. 


“We favor granting the emeritus relation to officials whose service 
answers to the meaning of.the term. For centuries it has carried the dis- 


tinction of retirement with rich honor from a position after serving through > 


to the end. Thus, after finishing one’s official career, not after being arrested 


in one’s career, and, after completing such official life with merit, one is en- 


titled to this honor, ‘out of merit,’ literally translated from its use among the 
Romans, and carrying the same meaning to-day. 
“We believe that Dr. C. Whitney, in his relation to the Home Missionary 


Society, answers to all the implications of this term. He has served faith- 
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fully for twelve years. He has come to the end of his official life, and has 
announced voluntary retirement. His service has been meritorious, from the 
standpoint of devotion and efficiency. 

“Therefore, recognizing this completed career, brought to an honorable 
close, we recommend that, without compensation, this General Conference 
constitute him Home Mission Secretary Emeritus. [Signed] W. W. WiLLIAM- 
son, President; E. W. Gurtts, Secretary, Committee on Home Missions.” 


The resolution was adopted. 

PRESIDENT IJ. J. Goon, of White River Conference. We have a special 
report from the Committee on Church Government, as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 

Discipline, page 91, paragraph 9, add, “An exchange of church property 
for the purpose of federation with a church of another denomination in the 
community, may be effected when so desired upon the approval of the an- 
nual conference. [Signed] EH. L. Suuny, Chairman; I. J. Goov, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. That goes to the printer. 

Tue PresipeENT. You may prepare your ballots for editor of the Religious 
Telescope. Will the Board of Tellers who counted the votes for Bishops 
please come forward and take charge of these ballots for editor of the Tele- 
scope? Charles L. Raymond is chairman. 

At this point Bishop Washinger comes into the Conference and is es- 
corted to the platform and shakes hands with each of the Bishops. 


THE PresipentT. After a long period of faithful service in Pennsylvania 
Conference, it gives me great pleasure to welcome to the Board of Bishops 
of the United Brethren Church, which has a membership of four hundred 
thousand members, Bishop W. H. Washinger as the newly-elected Bishop 
of the United Brethren Church. [Applause.] 

Bishop Washinger addressed the Conference as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the General Conference, and Friends: 
If it be true that from the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, may 
it not also be true that from the overabundance of the heart, because of the 
emotions of the body and soul, the mouth is dumb? Such is my embarrass- 
ment, as I rise to thank you for the honor conferred and for the confidence 
expressed in calling me into this sacred office. When I recall the faithful men 
of God who have filled this office, and think of those who are filling it now, 
and of the responsibility attached to it, I feel my unworthiness, my ineffi- 

ciency, and I can only cry out from the depths of my soul, “Lord, who is 
sufficient for these things?’ My brethren, if this is the will of God concern- 
ing me through you, then I want his will to be my will. When God, for 
Christ’s sake, pardoned me of my sins about thirty-six years ago, I laid all 
that there was of me upon the altar of consecration. I have never taken my 
hand off the altar. During all these years I have been enabled to sing with 
others who have been redeemed by Christ divine, 
“There is a spot to me more dear, 
Than native vale or mountain, 
A spot wherein affection’s tear 
Springs grateful from its fountain. 
’T is not where kindred souls abound, 
Tho’ that is almost heaven, 
But where I first my Savior found, 
And felt my sins forgiven.” 


I believe that the church of the living God, of which we are a part, is the 
one vital, deathless institution of this old world. I believe it is composed of 
those to whom God has revealed himself, not through inherited religion, but 
by the miracle of the new birth. It was born. Men and women, boys and 
girls may know God, not by the institutions of form and ceremony, not by 
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flesh and blood, not by the richness of human philosophy, but by a spiritual 
union with Jesus Christ, the Savior, and who, like the Apostle Peter, can 
cry out, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” I understand that 
this is the church concerning which our Commentator-in-Chief said, “The | 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

If I have accomplished anything for Christ and for the Church during 
these years, it has been due to the blessing of Almighty God, and through 
the co-operation of faithful, consecrated ministers and laymen, and by the 
help of a faithful, consecrated companion who has stood by me in sunshine 
and shadow through all these trying years. 

I have but one thought in closing, and that is this; that if God calls me, 
as I believe he has, through you, for you have said so by your vote, into this | 
office, I cheerfully accept it in faith and hope and love, and I want to so live | 
that I may be enabled to say, day by day, with Whittier, ae | 

“T know not where his islands lift i 
Their fronded palms in air, i} 
I only know I cannot drift, 
Beyond his love and care.” 7 al 

And inasmuch as I have been associated during the past four years with | 
Bishop Weekley in this work, I ask that he may offer a brief prayer of con- | 
secration, that God may direct my people aright in the path of duty, which is | 
the path of safety; that I may continue to always look towards the sun so 
that the shadows may always fall behind me, and that I may so live that 
every yesterday may be a dream of happiness, and every to-morrow a vision | 
of hope. -I thank you. [Great applause. ] 


Conference stands in greeting, and continues standing during prayer. 
Bishop Weekley then offered the following prayer: 


O God, our Heavenly Father, we praise thee for the church of Jesus | 
Christ. We thank thee for the ministry of the church. We thank thee for 
all that the ministry means. We thank thee that thou dost continually put 
thy blessing upon thy servants, those whom thou dost call to the great, | 
glorious task of preaching the gospel of the Son of God. We thank thee for | 
this brother who has been elected to the bishopric of the Church. We thank | 
thee for his active life, for his success as a pastor and superintendent of his 
conference, and now we pray that the Holy Spirit may anew speak to his | 
heart and make him to feel and realize just now beyond the possibility of a 
doubt that he is saved; that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth his heart | 
from all sin and unrighteousness. O Divine Spirit, touch his heart as he ™ 
makes this a new consecration to thee, and put thy blessings upon him as he 
goes back to his faithful wife, and as he takes up the duties before him in i 
the days to come. O Lord, lead him every day and every hour; keep him 
by thy power, and comfort him by thy grace, and make him to know that the 
seal of thy divine approval is upon his life and labors; and then when his | 
werk is over, and there is an end to us all in this life, oh, bring us all to see : 
thy face in peace on the other side, and we give thee all the praise, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 






THE Presipenr. Don’t you think we ought to sing a verse of “I’ll go 
where you want me to go, dear Lord’’? 


Conference then joined in singing this very appropriate song. 

THE Presipeny, If there is one word I would say, it is that I wish that 
the members of our churches would take a keen interest in following these 
men, who are elected to official position, with earnest prayer as they go out 
to assume the difficult tasks—just the same keen interest that we take in | 
their election; for this question of church office is not a one-sided proposition 
by any means. There are tremendous things expected of these men. So let 
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us follow Bishop Washinger with our earnest prayers as he takes up his 
new church duties. 

_ Dr. W. F. Grover. In view of what was said awhile ago respecting 
Rule 44, that it would die with the Conference, or hold through the quad- 
rennium, I would like for the chair to rule whether this rule dies with this 
Conference, or whether it holds through the four years of the quadrennium. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair would state that yesterday Bishop Kephart 
ruled on that; that our rules hold until some succeeding General Conference 
reverses them. So this rule will stand until it is reversed. 

BisHor KepHart. You misunderstood me. The rule was in regard to 
legislation. The rules are no part of legislation. They are only orders for 
the government of the body itself, and do not come under the ruling that I 
gave yesterday at all. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you still desiring a ruling on that? 

Doctor Gruver. Yes, I want to know whether this rule holds during the 
quadrennium, or just for this Conference. 

BisHop WrEEKLEY. As I understand, this rule expresses the wish of the 
Conference and the feeling of the Conference, and the thought of the Con- 
ference emphatically. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you satisfied, Doctor Gruver? 

Docror GruvEer. During the session, or during the interim? That is the 
point I am holding for. May be I am a little obtuse. The position that the 

Conference took was that we have this rule that holds good during the quad- 
rennium. There are those who insist that it holds good, and there are those 
who hold that this rule is dead as soon as the Conference adjourned, and 
then these men are free. 

BIsHOP WEEKLEY. It is an expression of the thought of this Conference 
touching the labors of every official elected to office. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is it not true in that section of the Discipline that 
applies—suggests to ministers in their daily lives to practice this same idea? 
The chair so remembers it. It is expected that any minister and any church 
officer give himself wholly to his task, otherwise this rule has no force at all. 

Rey. W. L. Cuinpress. I wish to announce that the Boundary Committee 
has a report in the hands of the printer, or will have it there, when they 
get it there. 

ee A. H. Laucusaum, of Sandusky Conference. The question that I want to 

’ submit will probably settle the question that is being discussed, and that is 

: this, if there is any occasion for legislation or any act on behalf of this Con- 

! ference, is it not the province to call together the delegates at any time dur- 

‘ ing the quadrennium? Will it hold good for four years? 

Bisuorp MatruHews. I think we will all agree. I have not consulted with 
the Board of Bishops, but it certainly is in harmony with the action of the 
‘ past that the rule does not die with the closing of the Conference. 

E. L. SHuty. When a man accepts an office in this Church, under this 
rule at this time, with the condition which is very clearly stated, does his 
acceptance and his implied promise die when this Conference adjourns? 
[Vorces, No! no!] 


E. L. Suury. Then why discuss the question of whether the rule stands 
or not, if his word is good for anything? 

Rev. S. BE. Suutt, of Michigan Conference. I have a resolution from the 
Nominating. Committee: 

“Wrerkeas, The time of the General Conference is limited, and whereas, 
a previous enactment of the General Conference provides that half of the 
officers chosen to the various boards of the Church shall be chosen by this 
General Conference for a term of eight years and half for a term of four 
years, 
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“Resolved, That the Nominating Committee be authorized to nominate 
twice the whole number to be elected for the eight-year term, and those re- 
ceiving the highest number of votes be declared elected for the eight-year 
term; and the number to be elected for the four-year term receiving the next 
highest number of votes be declared elected for the four-year term.” [Signed] 
M. R. BALLINGER, Chairman; S. BH. Spun, Secretary. 


Dr. M. R. BALLINGER. I move the resolution be adopted. It was adopted. 
THE PRESIDENT. Proceed to read the baliot for editor of the Telescope. 
Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


BALLOT FOR EDITOR OF THE RELIGIOUS TELESCOPE. 
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Total vote cast, 221. Necessary to elect, 111. [Signed] Cuartes L. Ray- 
MOND, Chairman. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. J. M. Phillippi as the editor of the 
Religious Teléséope. [Applause.] 

THE PRESIDENT. You will prepare your ballots for associate editor of the 
Religious Telescope. Will the secretary read the names of the Board of 
Tellers? 

Secretary Lyter reads the list of the Board of Tellers, as follows: J. H. 
Patterson, Ernest Philipps, J. A. Bray, L. S. Woodruff, and J. F. Musselman. 

The ballot was then taken for the associate editor of the Religious 
Telescope and the tellers retired to count the vote. 


THE PRESIDENT. What is your further pleasure? It is: ten minutes of i 


five, and we are due to close at five. 
Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. I move we adjourn. t 
Bishop Mathews announced that as Doctor McFarland would not be here 


on Thursday evening, it was decided to have the program on evangelism and i 


education for Thursday evening. 

BisHop WasHINGER. A question of privilege. My brother, you know, has 
been very ill, and I want to thank you for remembering him at the throne of 
grace. He is convalescing. I feel that he needs some attention from me, 
and I want to ask that I may be permitted to look after him for perhaps a 
day yet, and also this request, that I may be permitted to sit with my dele- 
gation throughout the remaining sessions of the Conference, if you please. 


Dr. W. O. Frirs. I would like to make a statement to the Conference. 


All parties who came over the Santa Fe Route from Chicago to Wichita 
should see Dr. J. E. Fout. There are probably thirty-five or forty-five per- 


sons that came over that route, and it is desired to make arrangements © 


about returning. 


Docror Funk. In connection with that, if any husband and wife have 


been parted at Iola and you want to get together on your return trip, you see 
Doctor Fout and myself and we will try to exchange tickets so you can travel 


together. We will say to the Pennsylvania delegation, if you get together and 


take a Pullman car, we will arrange to have that car put on the train that 


leaves St. Louis at 1: 30 in the morning, or put it on the train at Dayton, 
Ohio, at 1:50, and you can sleep through to Pittsburgh. You need to get to 


gether and know whether you can fill a car for that purpose. 
Doctor Funk then repeated the train schedule, 
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Chairmen announced meetings of the following committees: Delegates’ 
Expenses, Christian Stewardship, and Nominations. 

Rey. O. O. InMAN announced the program for the evening session, also 
the address of Governor Capper for to-morrow afternoon. 

Rev. O. O. Inman. I think we have perhaps a few minutes before the 
automobiles are here. However, we expect to start at five o’clock, and I 
would like to have you tell us how long you want to be going. The folks 
have asked us to return at 6: 30 for supper. We can show you a little of 
Wichita in an hour and a half. It seemed to us that perhaps you would 
need that time but we can take you to the most important places in an hour 
and a half returning at 6: 30 if that is satisfactory. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. O. O. INMAN. We are not quite sure that we are going to be able to 
take everybody, that is, visitors as well as delegates and general officers. We 
hope to provide for that. We can’t tell just now, but we are going to ask 
you, if you will, to kindly observe this order, and if there are those of the 
visitors who cannot go to-day, we will arrange for you to see the city at an- 
other date, perhaps to-morrow afternoon. We would like to have the Bishops 
and the general officers and the delegates—we think that is about the best 
order, and you will be ushered to the automobiles by Mr. Booth, the secretary 
of the Rotary Club of the city, through whose courtesy we are being favored 
in this trip this afternoon, and Mr. Booth will be assisted by your ushers 
and pages here in the room, and you will kindly come to this corner to the 
right, and the men, together with Mr. Booth, who will make himself con- 
spicuous at once. After you have gone out of the building you will enter 
the machines on this street and go up Ellis Avenue to Douglas Avenue, and 
Mr. Booth will conduct us. We are not quite ready, and if you have a mo- 
ment or two of business or announcements, we will let you know. I wish you 
would kindly observe that order. 

THE PRESIDENT. We have not yet adjourned. 

Doctor Puimuiprl. There is one other announcement that ought to be 
made, the announcement of the result of your last ballot. If it is ready it 
ought to be announced. aes 

TurE PRESIDENT. The result of the ballot for associate editor will be 
ready in about three minutes, and after you have passed the motion to aa- 
journ, we will sing one verse of a hymn and Brother Slaughter, of West 
Virginia, will close with the benediction. -Perhaps by that time this ballot 
will be ready to announce. 

The motion to adjourn was passed, and Conference arose and sang one 
verse of “Like a mighty army moves the church of God.” 

True PRESIDENT. The secretary will announce the ballot. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


BALLOT FOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF RELIGIOUS TELESCOPE, 


TRIS UG Hales a aos erin ioe ncnceien De Fy COM AD MON ce.carsipr ave, ot boc) Bete « see 3 
a Biesni bgt title chee chateau a ie rel 
PES E UA AMITS Tas: tet afeueials "ayes ey eles Lace sgelipe GOOG ee 6.) is dogs tee exe orate sos ies 1 
BPE NOC AUUE OUT cee ars olor aAsyisne tan ict ite ntovale Leia rehire COL s toes Sry lions) ap Vyucrinseake 43 5 
H. TENSEI SS AUD OLS ely eee Ieee eee Gir gels EU LS Tn wtesy bak ncaet eter «iste kk Sendo has 12 
Rene ae cust hes conan Tea Siete ek 183 


- - Total ballots cast, 221. Necessary to elect, 111. [Signed] Cuaries L, 
“RayMonp, Chairman. 
Tur Prestpent. Doctor Brane is elected as your associate editor of the 
igi use. 
eso tea. We hive pea for about three hundred. We are not 
. going to be able to take the visitors to-day. We will arrange for you another 
‘date, to be announced later. : 


446 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Rev. W. M. Slaughter pronounced the benediction, and Conference stood 


adjourned. 


The Bishops, general officers, and delegates were then taken through the || 


beautiful residential section of Wichita and up through the business district 
to the beautiful park along the Little Arkansas River. After being driven all 
through this park, the trip proceeded over to the west side of the Arkansas 


River and back over the fine cement river bridge and to the center of the | 


city, where the trip ended, leaving the delegates with the impression that 
Wichita is a beautiful city with fine paved streets, is growing rapidly, and 
has a fine organization of business men, as well as many beautiful churches 
and school buildings. 


SIXTH DAY—EVENING SESSION, 
WEDNESDAY, May 16, 1917. 


The sixth day evening session convened at eight o’clock, Dr. S. S. | 


Hough presiding, and was given over to the presentation of the work of 
foreign missions. Prayer was offered by Mrs. L. R. Harford, President of 
the Woman’s Missionary Association. Messages from the fields abroad were 
presented as follows: 

From West Africa, by J. F. Musselman. 

From Porto Rico, by Philo W. Drury. 

From Japan, by Rev. C. Yasuda. 

From China, by E. B. Ward. 

From the Philippine Islands, by H. W. Widdoes. 














The choir of the local church rendered inspiring music. “Pass Me Not, | 


O Gentle Savior,’ was sung with great effect in six different languages by 
returned missionaries. All united in the chorus. 


More than a score of persons rose from the audience to tell what they or | 


their churches had been led to do in the support of their own missionaries. 


The closing testimony of Mrs. W. N. Wimmer of West Africa, and Mrs. E. B. | 


Ward, of China, who stood beside Rev. Emma Paige, who is supporting her, 
were thrillingly interesting. Bishop A. T. Howard closed this remarkable 
meeting with prayer. 





SEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 17, 1917. 

The. seventh day, morning session, of the General Conference, convened 
at eight o’clock, Bishop Mathews presiding. 

Bishop Kephart conducted the devotions reading Revelation 2: 1-7. Then 
he addressed the Conference on “Ye no longer love me as ye did at first,” 
closing with the apostolic benediction. 

THE PRESIDENT, There necessarily are some changes from time to time 
in the program, and I am sure you appreciate the work of this home church 
in the program and its help in the transaction of business. Doctor Enck has 
received word that his father is dead, and he must leave, and yet he is on 
the program for to-night, and I have been informed by those who have charge 
of the meeting to-night on Church Erection, that he has a paper on “Bastern 


City Opportunities,” and before we proceed to business, if it please you, we 


will hear Doctor Enck at this time. 


ypcrnalery menace rman ee 


Dr. S. C. Enck. Just a brief statement. I heard this morning that my | 


father had died and I must go home at once, and since I have been chairman 


of the Correspondence Committee, I will ask Brother Dorks to take charge 
of that, and Brother McLaughlin will bring the report in in time, becausé 
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he is secretary. I am on a special committee on Memoirs, and Doctor 
Light will read that article at the proper time. 
Doctor Enck then read his address on “Eastern City Opportunities.” 


“EASTERN CITY OPPORTUNITIES.” 

“The light that shines the farthest is the light that shines brightest at 
home.” é 

It is my purpose to take into consideration only a few of the leading and 
commercial and industrial centers east of the Mississippi River, the most im- 
portant and strategic points, the cities that are growing in population at 
the rate of from thirty to fifty thousand a year, where the churches are 
falling far behind the growth of the population, and where the door of oppor- 
tunity for the United Brethren Church stands open wide with hundreds 
standing with outstretched arms beckoning us to come. 

Nothing staggers the church of to-day so: much as the rapid growth 
of our cities. For illustration, as to the growth of our cities, I will cite only 
one: In March, 1907, there died in the city of Chicago at the age of eighty- 
five, a man who was the first white child born in that city. In the lifetime 
of one man Chicago grew from.a village of less than one hundred inhabitants 
to a city of 2,500,000. In the words of Dr. A. B. Wright, pastor of our Grace 
Church, Chicago, “If we had the men and money to back them, we could lo- 
cate in fifty more places in the city of Chicago that would be equally as good 
as the location of Grace Church.” 

Indianapolis. Listen 'to the words of Bishop Fout: “The city of Indian- 
apolis is now furnishing exceptional opportunities for the extension of our 
work within its borders. New communities are developing each year that 
call for churches. Our Church is growing rapidly in the State. We now 
rank probably third in numerical strength. But we have negiected our In- 
dianapolis field. We are at a decided advantage to our work in the city at 
this time because of the increasingly large number of students in the college 
who are preparing for the ministry. They want something to do.” 

Detroit. In the words of Rev. Asa K. Keiser, pastor of our church in 
Detroit: “Opportunity for the United Brethren Church? Jt is everywhere. 
The city is growing just as rapidly as houses can be built to provide room. 
There are openings for twenty churches with brilliant prospects. The city 
missionary of the Lutheran Church told me he placed an order for five por- 
table churches last fall, each to be erected in a new community. The Evan- 
‘gelical Association has three new missions since last spring. The Presby- 
terians are beginning in four new places I know of. Probably not less than 
two or three hundred United Brethren people came to Detroit last year.” 

Cleveland. In the words of Rev. W. W. Williamson: “A population of eight 
hundred thousand is teeming with opportunities for the United Brethren 
Church. There are about three thousand members of the United Brethren 
Church moved to Cleveland in recent years, but we cannot reach them be- 
cause they do not live in the vicinity of our church.” 

Washington, D. C. Words of Doctor Fultz, pastor: “If the United Breth- 
ren Church would only recognize the transient problem peculiar to this city 
and help us pay at least half of our twenty-two-thousand-dollar debt, we 
could mother at least two missions and begin the job real soon.” 


‘ Philadelphia. The third largest city in the United States, with an area 
‘of one hundred and twentymnine square miles, having a population of 1,700,000, 
4 city that is growing in population at the rate of thirty thousand a year; 
our three United Brethren churches, two of which are beautifully located, one 
only a little over four years old, has a membership of 445, over 500 in the 
3unday school, raised for all purposes last conference year $6,236.79; will be 
elf-supporting this fall and pay a pastoral salary of almost $2,000, and is 


jess than five years old. 
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An example only of what can be done in a number of places in Philadel- | 
phia, as well as in the other cities named, if the work is properly and perma- 
nently begun in new and growing sections, so that it will gain the respect, 
the confidence, and prestige of the people. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church has one hundred and five churches, 
and a new church is built by the Church Extension Board every year, and 
has done so for the last ten years. 

The Presbyterians have one hundred churches and build a new church 
every year. The Baptists do the same. The Synod Lutheran Church, under 
the efficient leadership of their city missionary, planted thirty new churches _ 
the last fifteen years. I am persuaded that what other denominations can do, | 
we can do; some may have more money than we have, others that I men- | 
tioned have not, still they build churches. Let that be as it will, if the 
United Brethren Church cannot plant one church a year in these large cen- | 
ters, let the Church be on the constant lookout and plant a church every two | 
years, but let us be on the job and do something. i 

Again, let us take a glimpse at the State of Indiana and find about sixty i 
thousand United Brethren people. Bishop Fout says that the United Brethren | 
Church ranks third in its membership in Indiana. Look at Ohio with about} 
seventy-five thousand United Brethren people. Pennsylvania, with about 
one hundred thousand United Brethren. Then study the large influx of the | 
cities in these States, where the best and most promising young people are | 
going and locating permanently, and as a rule, are lost to the Church.| 
Where do the people of Indiana go? The answer is, to Indianapolis and Chi- | 
cago. Where to the people of the State of Ohio go? To Cleveland, Cincin- | 
nati, Columbus, and Dayton. Where do the people of Pennsylvania go? To (| 
Scranton, population of 130,000 and no United Brethren church; to Wilkes-| 
barre, 67,000 and no United Brethren church; to Philadelphia, 1,700,000 and 
three missions; to Camden, across the river from Philadelphia, 95, 000, no} 
United Brethren church; to Elizabeth, New Jersey, 74,000 no United Breth- 
ren church; to Trenton, New Jersey, 97,000, no United Brethren church; to 
Newark, New Jersey, 348,000 and no United Brethren church. That is where 
our people are geing. I have been interrogated again and again by some of 
our best families, saying, ‘“‘Why don’t you come and give us a United Brethren 
church home?” : 

The United Brethren Church planted well in the rural districts and is 
not the worst off for it; we are proud of our rural stations, but since the 
people move into the large cities, there remains but one thing for us to do; 
that is, the Church must go where the people go or remain a weakling and 
be a continual supply house for other denominations. 

I have mentioned only cities that come close or pass the one-hundred- 
thousand mark—what we term strategic points with perhaps one or two 
small missions, and in a number, as stated, not even a mission. Is it because 
there is no opportunity in these cities for the United Brethren Church? I 
am convinced, and say it sincerely and conscientiously with considerable 
forethought, that a church with a policy and government as broad and dem: 
ocratic and American as that of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ} 
can enter any city, and after the people learn to know the principles and 
fundamental teachings of the Church, they will fall in line; the better they) 
learn to know the Church, the better they like it, and her chances for growth 
and development are equal, and in many respects superior to many other 
successful churches. To know us is to love us. To become known, we must) 
locate in the large cities; watch the new sections springing up, sometimes in) 
several months; then it remains for the hustling pastor to visit these new) 
homes, as they are occupied as a rule by young families, and inform 3 
people what the church is, what the United Brethren Church stands for, an 
we will get the people. 
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For éxample, when I was sent to Philadelphia, and before I had a place to 
hold services, I visited a Methodist Episcopal church ; I was invited into the 
pulpit, at the close of the services I learned that the president of the board of 
trustees formerly belonged to our Church. I soon learned that others proni- 
inent in said church were formerly United Brethren. I was called to the 
pulpit of the Lutheran church, Camden, across the river from Philadelphia. 
I learned that the Sunday-school superintendent, president of the Christian 
Endeavor, president of the Ladies’ Aid, teachers of the Sunday school were 
former active members of our Church. Then I spoke to several other families 
who said, “Why do not the United Brethren have a church in Camden, a city 
of ninety-five thousand?” I spoke to a Methodist Episcopal minister in Phil- 
adelphia; he told me that about thirty of his active members were formerly 
United Brethren. I then said to myself, there is room for a United Brethren 
church in Philadelphia, and it is a question of live or die, but there must be 
a United Brethren church, and there can be a United Brethren church, and 
the result is a self-sustaining church in less than five years. 

What is true in Philadelphia is true in every other large and growing 
sity. The door stands open wide as neyer before. Will the United Brethren 
Shurch walk in? I visited Doctor Bickley, city missionary, of the Methodist 
“piscopal Church. He showed me a large map of the city, and indicated by 
stars the locations of the Methodist Episcopal churches, stating: “You see 
we have a church in almost every section, and especially so in all new sec- 
ions. We keep a constant watch on new sections.” I spoke to Doctor Fulton, 
rity missionary of the Presbyterian Church, and he pointed out several loca- 
ions, then said, ‘““We are churched in about every available place in the city.” 
-his is true in Pittsburgh and Chicago. How do they begin their churches? 
pften in small, portable chapels, by organizing a Sunday school, sometimes 
with less than a dozen scholars the first Sunday, and in the course of five or 
ix years, sometimes more, are self-sustaining and thriving churches. Doctor 
bickley said, “We had a church about ready to dedicate and not a single 
ember; now it is a fine, self-supporting church.” 

, Our large cities are made up of units or sections or communities; a new 
action “is opened, developed, and built up with several thousand houses in a 
eason. The church or city missionary (which is one of the greatest assets 
‘ the progressive church of to-day) that watches the new sections, studies 
ie environments carefully, and looks into the future possibilities, locates 
fell, erects a church or chapel for Sunday school, visits the new homes as 
ipople move in, and administers to the needs of the people, will build a 
iurch. Now before us are these great cities, thousands moving into them 
rery year, and must be possessed by Christian churches. It is not only a 
‘ivilege or the making use of an opportunity, but a duty of the United Breth- 
nm Church to perform her part of God’s program in providing a church home 
r the people in these large and enterprising cities. And there is no reason 
ay the United Brethren Church, with her democratic and American polity, 
jen known by the people, should not succeed in building up thriving 
urches within the next quadrennium in these thriving and enterprising 
ma admit we see giants in the way, but I sincerely believe that we are 
11 able to possess the cities. The two greatest giants that seemingly stand 
i the gateway of these stupendous opportunities, and seemingly with two 
-mi are: 

ee cient men, qualified men for this special work. I. believe we have 
2 men; if not, then let us train men to do city missionary work. It is not 
2 great, brilliant, scholarly preacher that builds up a new church (that 
‘all right in its place), but first get the people into the church, then preach 
ir masterly sermons. And the way to get the people into the church, is 
i going after them. In the training of our school teachers, the last year in 
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the normal school is devoted to practical work, teaching. In our schools of 
law, the last year is deveted to practical work. In medicine, the last year- 
must be in a good hospital devoted to practical work. In dentistry, the last || 
year is devoted to practical work. Therefore, I should think it wise to de- | 
vote the larger part of the last year of training in the school of the prophets 
to practical work, under practical men, who themselves had the experience, | 
to teach men by practice, or practical work, how to do city missionary work, || 
which is becoming the great and all-important work of the age. 


The Second Giant is Money. When it comes to the question of money, |) 
the people are all from Missouri; they say, show us results, or send a man | 
in whom we have the utmost confidence, whose whole life and heart are in 
the work, and we will furnish the money. In my mind, the question of men } 
is more serious than money, and the only solution for men is training. Oily | 
work is strenuous, but it yields excellent results. The homes are open, the | 
field is ripe, the harvest is great. The denominational fences are low; the | 
man that will go after the people, visits them in their homes, makes up with 
the children, will bring them into the church. 

IT have sixteen different denominations represented in my church, and | 
you never saw a church that worked more harmoniously, that is broader in 
its views and less selfish and narrow in its spirit than the Second Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ of Philadelphia. The Presbyterian minister ; 
of one of the largest churches in Philadelphia, after I spoke in his church and 
referred to having sixteen different denominations in my church, said, “I do 
not know of any denomination in existence not represented in my church.” | 
That is the spirit in the large cities. People go to the nearest church, and if 
they like it, will become members. We want a bigger church, a larger United 
Brethren Church, well founded upon the Rock of Ages, established perma- | 
nently in the growing and newly built-up sections of our thriving cities, burn- } 
ing all bridges behind, looking forward to a prosperous and growing church 
that will stand second to none in our large commercial and industrial cen- 
ters. Let the Church get down devoutly upon her knees and prayerfully and 
wisely plant and water the same by a well-equipped, efficient, qualified, 
trained minister, adapted for city work, then look to God for the increase, 
and I am confident that same God who will supply all our needs according 
to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ, will open the way for the United 
Brethren Church in our large cities. Methinks I can hear the Savior say, 
“They need not depart, give ye them to eat.” 


This address was received with applause. 

Bisuop Krepuarr. I would like to add an appendix to Doctor Enck’s most 
excellent paper, all of which applies with wonderful force to our work in 
the Southwest. 

Bishop WEERKLEY. And even with more force. 

Bisuor KepHarr. And even with more force. 

BisHor MaruEws. It was my great pleasure to join with Doctor Lowery 
in appointing Doctor Enck to the mission at Philadelphia. He has made good 
and speaks with the authority of experience this morning. [Applause.] 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. If you will allow me, just this word. You know he 
had been in country work for several years. I had a busy job on my hands 
to get him to go, and I created the sentiment we needed through the confer- 
ence and worked for some time to do it, to go into Philadelphia with the 
proper support, and then I fixed in my mind upon this man to take charge 
of that new work. But his people where he was had had him for fourteen — 
years, and wanted him back, and would not let him go, and of course he 
didn’t know just what to do, and he wasn’t quite sure whether we were | 
going to make it succeed, but I kept at him until finally I simply said this, 
“You will go or I will quit’; and when I put it upon that basis, he finally | 
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yielded, and he has gone, and you know I am quite glad he went, not simply 
because of the work he did in Philadelphia in the establishing of the Church 
there, and in the outlook it has given him in that great city, and the reports 
of that work in which we are now engaged. And I would that we might have 
twenty-five or fifty churches instead of these three. I am glad he went 
there, because it gave him a vision that he never had before, such a vision 
as you have here that he told us about this morning. And I pray that the 
whole Church will get this vision and get into these cities. 


THE PRESIDENT. We will have the reading of yesterday’s journal. 

Secretary Lyter read the minutes. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have heard the reading. They will stand approved 
as read unless there are some objections. The journal stands approved. I 
want to call your attention to the announcement about Doctor McFarland. 
It was announced previously that Doctor McFarland could not be here. He 
is here. He was elected and invited weeks and weeks ago. He represents 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Courtesy to the 
churches would require that he -be heard to-night in his lecture. I hope you 
can make some adjustment with reference to that. The next thing in order 
will be the election of an editor for the Watchword. 

The following tellers will come forward and take charge of this ballot: 
C. L. Raymond, Mark Keppel, H. G. Hansel, A. E. Roose, and P. W. Drury. 

The ballot for editor of the Watchword was then taken, and the tellers 
retired to count the votes. 

Dr. H. E. Mivier, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I have a brief reso- 
lution to. present: 


“Resolved, That we express hereby our deepest sympathy with Dr. S. C. 
Finck in the death of his father, and that we pray the blessing of the Holy 
Comforter upon him and his family, and that we express our regret that 
Doctor Enck is unable to be in attendance upon the subsequent sessions of 
the Conference. [Signed] H. E. MiLuer and R. R. Burrerwicx.” 


Tuer Presipent. If you will say agreed to this resolution, say “agreed.” 

Voices. Agreed! agreed! 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz. I wish to call a joint meeting of the committees on 
Superintendency and Temporal Economy at once. 

Secretary Hammack. In the distribution of treasurers’ reports, as or- 
dered by the Conference a few days ago, the report of the Treasurer of Bone- 
‘prake Theological Seminary was distributed, but has never been approved by 
this body. I move its approval. Seconded. Motion adopted. [For report, ° 
see page 233.] 

Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. According to the action of the 
Conference there are some reports ready for distribution. Reports should 
be distributed immediately. I see a number on the table. 

SErcRETARY HamMack. We are ready to distribute them if the Bishop 
will give us time. 

A. A. Moore, of Hast Ohio Conference. I ask for leave of absence. I 
want to say this is the best Conference I have ever attended. 

Tuer Presment. This princely man has to go home. He asks if you will 
excuse him. What is your pleasure? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tur Presippnt. We will proceed with the ballot for editor of Sunday- 
school Literature. The following tellers will come forward: L. Harter, W. G. 
Bailey, H. ©. Cridland, J. H. Ruebush, and H. W. Widdoes. Brethren, in 
yoting you will vote for one person as editor of Sunday-school Literature, 
then we will vote for the assistant afterwards. 

The ballot was then taken for editor of Sunday-school Literature, and 
the tellers retired to make the count. 
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Tue Preswent. Let us hear the report of the ballot for Watchword 
editor. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


BALLOT FOR EDITOR OF WATCHWORD. 


| hee Sbicass SKN 08 Labs aah Semhineseeys 2 Pap oe I Ce SF? Wheelers ti ee ee i 
Wo sB EE SRYGEL.. aati ster ca ee aie ree de William? Slaten tersc. siete. 2 
Hl fouicl Ss WAS Ea Neate in ee Syd IS Ms fees pura LANA geo et er ee SLL Se I 2 
W,.M. Weekley. 2. s0sHhik Jo 8i 4< 2B EeaShipe.< 72... oe PAPER A a 209 
Aix ASG ONE ph etert ee a ee eee 1 


Total vote cast, 219. Necessary to elect, 110. [Signed]. CHarnes L. Ray- 
MOND, Chairman. 

Tur CuaiRMAN. You have elected Dr. H. F. Shupe as your editor of the 
Watchword. [Applause.] : 

Rey. W. L. Cuitpress. The Committee on Boundaries is ready to report. 

Tue Presipent. It will go to the printer. 


REPORT OF BOUNDARY COMMITTEE. 


We, your Committee on Boundaries, would recommend that the boundary 
of Montana Mission Conference shall be all the State of Montana, and that 
part of North Dakota which lies south and west of the Missouri River. 

Second, that the name of the Iowa State Conference be changed from 
“Iowa State Conference” to “Iowa Conference.” 

Third, that the State of Arkansas be added to the Southwest District, 

‘and an enabling act be passed, constituting it a mission district, when there 
are three organized fields. 

Fourth, that the Georgia-Florida Conference be dissolved, and that 
Florida Conference constitute a mission conference, and that the churches 
at Fitzgerald and Waycross, Georgia, be placed under control of Florida Mis- 
sion Conference. ! 

Fifth, that Montana be classified as a mission conference. 

Sixth, that Michigan Conference be transferred from the Northwest 
District to the Central District; Montana from the Northwest to the Coast 
District, and that the Indiana Conference be transferred from the Central 
District to the Northwest District. 

Seventh, that the remaining boundaries be unchanged. [Signed] M. O. 
McLavucuuin, Chairman; W. L. Crinpress, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the report of the Quincy Orphanage Trus- 
tees. It is just a brief report. Brother Wilson, of Allegheny Conference, will 
read. 

Rey. J. W. Wixson. I am not the secretary of the board of trustees, and 
this report has been made out by me without very much material. 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE QUINCY UNITED BRETHREN 
ORPHANAGE AND HOME, QUINCY, PENNSYLVANIA. : 

The Quincy Orphanage and Home, located at Quincy, Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania, was chartered August 15, 1902, and the first children were 
admitted April 1, 1903. 

The real estate, at that time, consisted of one hundred and sixty-three 
acres of Ai limestone land, improved by the farm house which had been re- 
modeled, and the administration building, together with other farm build- 
ings, and valued at thirteen thousand dollars. 

Later on, an additional tract consisting of twelve acres, with some im- 
provements, was purchased, so that we now have one hundred and seventy- 
five acres. 

The object of the orphanage and home from the beginning has been to 
provide industrial, intellectual, and religious training, as well as a home for 
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the homeless and indigent children of our denomination, and also for others, 
as conditions and resources will permit. 

The General Conference of 1909, held at Canton, Ohio, recognized it as an 
institution of the denomination and made the East Bishop’s District the co- 
operating territory, with Christmas as the special time when free-will offer- 
ings should be taken for its support throughout this territory. 

During these years the institution has had a steady and a substantial 
growth. Intensive farming is carried on, according to the most improveu 
and best modern methods of agriculture. Our poultry, dairy, orchard, and 
_trucking products, as well as other crops grown, have given occupation to 
our older boys, and at the same time have been the source of a good income. 

Our girls give attention to the study of domestic life that will prove a 
great asset to them in after years. They are also taught music and other 
things, in addition, so that their time is well employed. Some of the older 
ones assist in caring for the old people, and their help is much appreciated. 

In 1909, a bakery was built and put in operation, which has also fur- 
nished employment for a number of the older boys, while the profits from the 
sales of its products have been more than sufficient to provide enough of 
these same products for the orphanage and home itself. This has been a 
splendid investment and will become increasingly so. 

During the present quadrennium, a splendid brick schoolhouse, contain- 
ing four large recitation rooms and a library room, has been erected at a 
cost of fifteen thousand dollars. 

By previous acticn of the Pennsylvania Annual Conference, and in har- 
mony with the provisions of the charter, “The Colestock Old People’s Home,” 
located at Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, was merged with “The Quincy 
Orphanage and Home,” and, during the years 1914-1915, a splendid building 
of brick and stone, well suited to the purpose, was erected and equipped -to be 
the home of our old people, at a cost of twenty-eight thousand dollars. 

The corner-stone of this building was laid Annual Day, June 4, 1914, 
by Rev. J. S. Fulton, D.D., of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, prayer being offered 
by Father Colestock. The address of the occasion was made by the Hon. 
A. S. Kreider, M.C., of Annville, Pennsylvania. On March 25, 1915, the 
eleven members of the home at Mechanicsburg were transferred to their new 
home at Quincy, Pennsylvania, and on Annual Day, June 3, 1915, the new 
building was dedicated, the dedicatory address being made by Bishop Wm. M. 
Weekley, D.D. 

The Hon. Henry Houch, Deputy Superintendent of Education of the State 
of Pennsylvania, was also present and made an address. He said that he 
had traveled practically all over the world, and had visited many orphanages 
and homes, but that in all of his travels, he had never seen a building better 
adapted for an old people’s home, nor one better located for that purpose 
than the one dedicated that day. 

During the year 1916, by direction of the State Board of Health, it be- 
came necessary to put in a sanitary disposal sewage plant. If this had all 
been done by contract it would have cost us $4,500; but by doing it under 
the supervision of a resident engineer and using our own teams, boys, and 
farm help, the cost was reduced by one-half. 

We also graded and macadamized avenues leading from the railroad sta- 
ticn to the buildings, which have greatly improved the appearance of the 
surroundings. ; 

During the quadrennium there has been received into the orphanage and 
home sixty-three children and thirty-seven old people; while twenty-six chil- 
dren having reached: the age of eighteen years, have been honorably dis- 
missed. Besides these, two children and seven old people have died, leaving 
one hundred and nine children and thirty old people in the home at the 


present time. 
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The gross receipts for the quadrennium have been as follows: 
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Assets and resources above liabilities........ $ 97,688.53 


Our pressing needs at this time are, an industrial building, a cottage for 
the manager of the farm, and a nursery. 

There has been a great awakening upon the part of the Church, as she 
stands related to this part of her work; but if she is to fulfill her mission, 
she must increase her free-will offerings, special gifts, annuities, and be- 
quests to this institution, that she may glorify Him who says, “Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of the least of these, ye did it unto me.” Respectfully sub- 
mitted. [Signed] W. M. Werxtey, President; J. E. Kterrman, Secretary. 


Rey. A. R. Ayers. I move the adoption of this report. 

Motion adopted and report approved. 

Bisuop WEEKLEY. I have a brief paper I would like to read before the 
Conference. 


PRONOUNCEMENT ON THE GIDEONS. 

We, the Bishops and delegates composing the General Conference of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, in session in Wichita, Kansas, in 
May, 1917, do recognize the Gideons, a national body of Christian salesmen, 
who, beginning nineteen years ago, with but three men, and they together 
upon their knees wrestling before God in silent prayer for wisdom and 
divine leadership, set out to win, as their objective, every one of the more 
than a half-million of unsaved traveling salesmen in the United States, to 
Jesus, the Savior, and, after about ten years, added, as a contributing ob- 
jective, the placing of a Bible in every guest-room of every hotel in America. 
It would be difficult, if not impossible, to find another body of men of equal 
number and heroic faith who have accomplished as much in the same length 
of time for the kingdom of God, as they did, having increased their number 
~by many thousands, and, in the last nine years, placed more than a third of 
a million Bibles in as many guest-rooms in hotels. We bid them Godspeed 
in their noble work and recommend to all our people that they welcome them 
to our churches and pulpits in the prosecution of their work. 

We also recommend that every member of our communion who can 
qualify as a Gideon, do so at once. 

We further recommend that Gideon members of our local congregations 
be not hindered in their soul-saving objective by being loaded down with 
ordinary routine duties that can be discharged by others as well, to their 
own great strengthening and joy. ; 

Colonel Robert Cowden, our own veteran Sunday-school worker and 
leader, is the national chaplain of this great organization. 

I move its adoption. 


The motion was adopted and the pronouncement approved. 


Secretary Hammack then read the ballot on editor of Sunday-school 
‘Literature, 
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BALLOT FOR EDITOR OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 
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Total vote cast, 193; necessary to elect, 97. [Signed] L. Harrer, Chair- 
man of Committee. 3 

THE PresipENT. Doctor Fries is elected editor of Sunday-school Liter- 
ature. [Applause.] 

SEcRETARY Hammack... The report of the Committee on Church Feder- 
ation and Union is ready for the printer. 

THE PRESIDENT. That goes to the printer. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION AND CHURCH UNION. 

Your Committee on Federation and Church Union, to which was referred 
the report of the Commission on Church Union, respectfully reports that it 
has given said report careful study, and, after such study, respectfully 
recommends: 

First, that the recommendations of the commission be concurred in. 

Second, that the Discipline be changed in the following particulars: 

(a) Strike out paragraphs numbered 1, 2, and 3, page 224 of the Dis- 
cipline, and substitute therefor the following, as Paragraph 1: 

“The vote upon the question of organic union with the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church shall be ordered by the Board of Bishops at such time only 
as they are well assured that the taking of the vote is desirable and judicious 
as a step in the forwarding of the movement.” 

(b) That the remaining paragraphs under Church Union be renumbered, 
-so that No. 4 will become No. 2, No. 5 will become No. 3, No. 6 will become 
No. 4, and No. 7 will become No. 5. Respectfully submitted. [Signed] A. E. 
Wricut, Chairman; Frep P. Gris, Secretary. 


J. H. Lirrre, of Kansas Conference. Would it be in order to present a 
short resolution before this body at this time? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

J. H. Larrir. “We, the members of the United Brethren Conference, in 
regular session assembled, do hereby express our sincere approval of the 
efforts of Mr. R. O. McCormick of the Wichita Chamber of Commerce, and 
member of the Rotary Club of Wichita, in providing automobiles and giving 
the delegates of this Conference a ride through their beautiful city.” 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

THE PRESENT. We will now hear the report of the Committee on Gov- 
ernment of the Church. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 
Merging of Home Mission Board and Church Erection Society. 

First. The committee recommends that the work of the Home Missionary 
Society and Church Erection Society be merged under one management, with 
cne secretary in charge. 

Second. Change Article IV. of the Constitution of the Church Hrection 
Society, page 155 of the Discipline, to read, “The officers of this society shall 
be the memters of the Board of Control of the Home Missionary Society, who 
shall have all the privileges and perform all the duties provided in this con- 
stitution.” ; 

Pror. Mark Krprrn. If the chair please, 1 move that Item No. 1 be 
stricken out. Seconded. 

Dre. C. Wurrney. The only apology I have for coming before you is that 
one of the Bishops requested me to make a statement in regard to this. 
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Here we have two great constructive interests. There are three great con- 
structive interests—home missions, church erection, and foreign missions. 
We have these two that are connected at present. They have not two boards, 
but one board. They are both under one board. Their executive committees 
are separate, but the secretary of each society is a member of the executive 
committee of the other. They are tied up in that way; very closely con- 
nected. So, whatever is going on in one society is known in the office of | 
the other. Now, they do work together, but the Church Erection Society, 
that is, its secretary, can go out and assist our pastors in collecting their 
loans. We all know that we have pastors who don’t know how to get money. 
The secretary can go out on ingathering days and rally days, and assist in 
bringing up those loans and help the Church along that line. Again, he goes 
out over the territory and helps to locate churches. I believe the principle | 
is wrong that a man can do two or three big jobs. The Home Missionary 
Secretary is required by the Discipline to go out in the field whenever it is 
in his power to do so, and get special aid in the fields—to visit men and. 
women, to get support for a pastor here and a pastor there—and then he is 
asked to go out and solicit generally. It is just a matter of work. Will you 
allow a personal reference? I started out from the office to go west, and was | 
gone six weeks, traveling over nine thousand miles and soliciting in cash and | 
notes over seven thousand dollars, and it cost this Church less than ninety © 
dollars to do it. Now, you get that fact. If a man has to stay in the office to 
run rural life, social service, church erection, and home missions together, 
he has four big jobs on his hands. 


talk with ten of the secretaries, and not a single denomination has it as you | 
would make this, under one secretary. The Methodists have one general sec- | 
retary, and then have three subordinate secretaries to look after each depart- 
ment. Now, if you can see any real advantage in having a home missionary 
secretary and a church erection secretary subordinate to him, you have a 
chance to do it, but I don’t see any good reason or any good coming out of it. 
I found one denomination where they had it all under one board. Take the 
Presbyterians and other large denominations; they have distinctive organ- 
izations. They are not tied up as we are. I think they have an ideal method 
of carrying forward this work. 


when they were together, We separated them twelve years ago, and what has 
been the experience? See the record. We are not ashamed of it. And when 
you put responsibility upon a man and he can say, “This one thing I do,” 
he is pretty sure to do that. If you load him up, something has to be a side 
line. It cannot be otherwise. 

Take our own experience in the matter of economy. I suppose there will 
be no claim made on the side of economy, but how are we going to get those 
thousands of dollars here and there that we can go out and get if we are not 
let loose sufficiently to do this work? And I know this, no one man can do 
more than so much work. 

I have taken up my five minutes. I am glad to have had this oppor- 
tunity. It is not a personal matter to me in one sense, but it is a mighty 
personal matter to God for us to do for him what he expects us to do; and 
anything that interferes with this, I am opposed to, ‘ 
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Rey. C. A. Henprrsuor, of Oklahoma Conference. I rise to a point of 
order. This report is not before this house. There never has been a motion 
made to take this report up according to the rules of order. I move we 
adopt this report, item by item. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have the first item. The motion is to eliminate. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I sincerely hope you will not combine these societies. 
I hope you will not doit. — 

E. L. Suury. Personally, I don’t.care a snap what you do. Personally, 
I say, because it doesn’t affect me a particle. The item is presented because 
there were memorials regarding it, and because most of the committee ex- 
pressed themselves as believing it would be a good thing. And so did a lot 
more of you in your conversation with the committee. I have just one or 
two personal opinions on the question which may be worth something or may 
not, from the pure standpoint of work. The work of these two committees 
is very close in their method and in their scope. The one must supplement 
the other, or both fail. You recognize that as well as I. In business we 
would say that under such circumstances it was wise to put both under one 
head, that he might direct all the work to the best possible advantage, the 
Church Erection Society and the Home Missionary Society. And the suggest- 
ion is to put them under one control; put them under one head, the two de- 
partments which do fit together so easily that one man can stand for all the 
work, with assistants. 

I don’t care whether it takes any fewer men. I think it will take just 
as many, as far as that goes. I am not looking for cutting down expense, if 
I am getting something for it when it is done, and I believe the method pro- 
posed will give us bigger returns for the money invested. The Methodists 
have been quoted, and they are about the best business managers I know of 
in church government, and they practically have done what is suggested here. 
They have a head for these departments. They plan for all of them from one 
center. They go out, and that is why they work together so thoroughly. : 
They have more definite and direct management. There are a lot of other 
reasons that could he given, but these, it seems to me, are enough to suggest 
to us that it is worth our while to put into practice this idea. May I ask one 
question more, Mr. Chairman, in closing? I confess my ignorance. I have 
read the constitution of the Home Missionary Society and the constitution ot 
the Church Erection Society, and then I read the list of the new boards, as 
published, and they are not alike. I was in the last General Conference, but 
I confess I didn’t know there were two boards to be exactly the same. 

Bisnop Four. I want to speak just a word or two out of my experience 
covering the past quadrennium. It might not affect myself personally, and 
yet it would give me a heartache. It might not affect Mr. Shuey personally 
as to how you vote on this item, but I am convinced that it would affect the 
big program that is proposed. We should recognize all of our departments 
of work as woven in essential unity. None of them stand independently. 
But the departments of Home Missions and Church Erection must be espe- 
cially depended upon if we are to carry out the big program for a bigger and 
better United Brethren Church. ; 

Reference has been made to the Methodist. Episcopal Church. It is true 
that they have, in a sense, combined these two departments. So have we. 
They are under the direction of the same Board of Managers, and practically 
under the direction of the same executive committee; but the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church sends out four secretaries with the denominational stamp of 
authority upon them, instead of one. There is a president, I know, but he 
has three associates who are not subordinate, but have equal authority in 
prosecuting the work of these great interests. Our two secretaries have each 
had more than a full job. If it requires the employment of two extra men 
under the proposed combination, I want to say that the board has not the 
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money to do it, and if we are simply electing an office man, let the executive 
committee select the office man, and let the General Conference elect two sec- 
retaries who will devote their time to field work. The inspiration of their 
personality is needed on the battlefield. [Voices, Amen.] I do not know 
what we would do without a Home Missionary Secretary. It has been nec- 
essary for us to finance many of our enterprises independent of support from 
the budget in order to occupy the fields that God has opened to us. In the 
great address by Doctor Enck this morning, our attention was called to the 
opportunities our cities are now presenting for extension work. I have 
changed my viewpoint just a little as the result of my recent experience on — 
the field. Four years ago I was of the opinion that it was our duty at once 
to establish a United Brethren church in every city between the oceans. I 
still wish that we were able to do it, but we must proceed under the limita- 
tions of the lack of adequate means and forces. I should like to see the day, | 
and I pray for such a time, when our sons and daughters going out from the 
home circles to the nearby city, or to the distant frontier, will still enjoy 
the shepherding of the United Brethren pastors, and thus find spiritual food 
and social fellowship in the Church of their parents. That should be our 
objective. But until then it is our duty to study comparative opportunities — 
very carefully, and to build permanently as we go. : 
While these two departments supplement each other, they are separate © 
and distinct in their base of appeal. If we combine them, both will suffer. 
I have in mind certain achievements that I am sure could not have been 
attained without the aid of these two secretaries calling to our aid these 
two great agencies from their own point of view. Five years ago we had no 
church in the city of Bloomington, Illinois. Since that time we have ded- 
icated two churches, one costing twenty-seven thousand dollars, the other 
costing twenty-eight thousand dollars. This splendid victory was made pos- | 
sible by the re-enforcements given respectively by these two agencies. Our 
program for that city reaches out ten years farther, when we are going to 
have a church in each quarter of that splendid city. It will require both 
of these departments, with two secretaries, to help us carry out that program. 
Now, just a word with reference to our needs and opportunities in Mon- 
tana. Two years ago we had but two churches in that great State. If the | 
population of Montana was as dense as that of the State of New Jersey, there — 
would be fifty million peopie in that great commonwealth. Its future pos- 
sibilities, with its richness of soil and its natural resources, are almost un- | 
limited. We are going to have a better opportunity there now, as they have 
voted the saloons out of the State. We have dedicated six additional churches | 
in our Montana mission field, and four are waiting to be dedicated. These | 
results have been accomplished by the aid of the two secretaries. One could | 
not have done it. If you will just stand by us, within the next ten years we | 
will build a United Brethren empire in that great State. Of the thirty-two © 
communities in which we have established churches, only three have com pe- 
tition; the other twenty-nine are from ten to fifty miles from any other 
church. For Christ’s sake, do not depreciate our needs, but help us to carry 
out his plans for the extension of our work in the cities and on the frontier. | 
Please vote to eliminate this item! [ Applause. ] ‘ “| 
[Calls for the question. ] 
Pror. Mark Kerpprn. A point of order. The rules provide a decent, or- 
derly manner for ordering the previous question which is put. Make a mo- | 
tion demanding the previous question, and this call by voice is out of order | 
and a waste of time. Whenever two brethren want the previous question, | 
they can make a motion for it, and that is the way it ought to be done. 
THE PRESIDENT, The chair intended to recognize, as soon as you would 
be quiet, Brother Jones of Nebraska, 
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Dr. W.’0. Jones. To my mind this is not a question of the relation of 
either one of these great departments to the kingdom of God as represented 
by the Church of the United Brethren in Christ in Anierica. I represent the 
other end of the line. Since the first year of my ministerial activity I have 
been connected with home mission work. I believe the Church has never 
called me to a position or given me a job, but that I have served continually 
on that job and did what they left in my hands to do. It is my own con- 
viction, representing the home mission interests, as I have served them, that 
we will lose nothing of efficiency by putting these two departments under 
one head, for it is my own conviction that we could have dealt very much 
more easily with these two great interests had they been represented by one 
man than we could have dealt with them by their being represented by two 
men. I haven’t anything personal in the matter, I am not a home mis- 
sionary at this time, but I simply bring my convictions this morning, and 
simply represent to you that as a home missionary since 1902 it has been 
my pleasure to serve under the General Secretary, Doctor Whitney. I have 
great admiration and great respect for him, but I do know that some of the 
missions represented by the one who speaks to you to-day would scarcely 
have been maintained if he had not turned back into this local enterprise 
fifty, per cent. of his salary. Now, I believe i have a right to represent the 
constituency of Nebraska Conference; and I have this year been associated 
with eleven different congregations in Nebraska, and it is their unanimous 
conviction, so far as I understand it, that these two interests should be super- 
intended by one secretary. I simply represent them in this way. 


Rey. N. J. MacInryre, of Erie Conference. I was in hopes this question 
might be voted upon without any discussion whatever. But as it is open, I 
feel that to be true to my own conscience and the people who sent me here, 
I should speak a word. These interests are identical. If you have a dozen 
secretaries you cannot separate them. They are one. They should be under 
one head. I believe this is true only as to matter of experience, as one man’s 
judgment may be better than another. I listened with great care and atten- 
tion to Bishop Fout and to the Home Missionary Secretary. I also take into 
consideration the committee who framed this resolution. They had gone 
over the matter, gone over it thoroughly with great pains and they entered 
into it with the blessing of God upon them. J feel that possibly their jude- 
ment should be weighed very carefully. Now, we need plenty of machinery to 
operate our great ship, but there is a little possibility of getting it out of 
order. The late Sam Jones, who was the first edition of what Billy Sunday 
_ is now, once referred to a ship on the Mississippi that had a whistle so large 
that they had ‘to stop the engine te blow the whistle. That is too much 
whistle altogether. A whistle is necessary, but we need something besides a 
whistle. This Church is suffering more to-day for conscientious, clean-cut, 
sober, reliable men than anything else in the field. If I had the ear of the 
constituency of this Church, they would say, vote against this amendment. 

BisHor Four. I appreciate what Mr. MacIntyre has said, and I do not 
care to discuss this question any further. There is but one heart here this 
morning, and that heart yearns for the largest success of the Church, in 
filling her mission in the earth. I do not believe there is a position in the 
United Brethren Church, the bishopric not excepted, that is calling for as 
big a mah as the one who is to take the responsibility of the secretaryship 
of our work in the home field. I believe that you could find ten men here 
this morning who would make good Bishops before you could find a man big 
enough for that job. In the name of reason, I ask you to consider. Up 
until this time you have not retrenched at a single point, not even yielding 
to the contention of four Bishops and the elimination of the Young People’s 
secretaryship; now when we come to provide for the two greatest of our 
constructive agencies, Home Missions and Church Erection, including the 


460 TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE * 


departments of evangelism, rural life, and social welfare—each of which 
could give full employment to a secretary, you are calling for retrenchment. 
I cannot understand it. 

Rey. F. G. RapaBaucu, of West Virginia Conference. I was a member 
of the Home Mission Committee which agreed to this merger, but we only 
agreed because it seemed necessary to retrench. There has been no retrench- 
ment anywhere else, and I don’t think there is a member of the committee 
that will stand for the report as it comes. I think we will all stand for the 
amendment; we don’t want the merger. 

Dr. J. H. Patrerson, of East Ohio Conference. I move the previous 
question. Motion carried. 

H. L. SHury. As chairman of the committee, I claim my right to close 
this discussion. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have the right before we put the motion. 

EH. L. Suury. Just one word. I think I know this committee well 
enough to say that they permit no members of the Conference, Bishops or 
any one else, to go beyond them in their desire to promote efficiency, and 
enlarge the work of these departments. Their judgment is that you have 
perhaps a plan that will promote efficiency. It is not a question of retrench- 
ment. It is a question of efficiency. May I illustrate in a moment: The sec- 
retary of one of these societies has his department in one part of the build- 
ing, the other secretary is in another part of the building. When they want 
to talk about it they must come together. Suppose you put all this work in 
one place, under one big man. I agree with the Bishop, you cannot get any 
man too big for the job, for this is the greatest job that can be found in this 
Church or any other. But we propose to put into our board ten times as 
large an effort as they do in the Methodist Church, and rightfully so under 
these circumstances. So, the point comes to me that the effort seems to be 
to cloud the issue by appealing to our desire to do great work in the Church, 
and suggesting that if we don’t believe in this one plan, that we are trying 
to throw down. We are trying to build up, and if we will be guided by busi- 
ness methods and adopt this report, it will be the better way for the Church 
in the years to come. 

THE PRESENT. The motion is on the elimination of the first item. 
Those favoring its elimination will stand and be counted. [124 stand for 
elimination. ] : 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed will please stand. [96 stand.] 

THE PRESIDENT. The item is eliminated. We will proceed to the next 
item. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. I have the report of the tellers on associate editor 
of Sunday-school Literature. 


BALLOT FOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL: LITERATURE, s 
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Total vote cast, 200; necessary to elect, 101. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. J. W. Owen as associate editor 
of Sunday-school Literature. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


LL, 
“NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
“ee .) : . 
Without recommendation, the committee presents the following plan . 
for election of delegates by the annual conference: 
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“Page 40, Section IX., Item 4. 

“(a) Each annual conference, at the session next preceding the Gen- 
eral Conference, shall elect its delegates to that Conference, in the manner 
following: The secretary of the annual conference shall prepare a list of the 
eligible ministers, as provided by the Constitution and Discipline. The lay 
delegates, in separate session, shall nominate by ballot three times the num- 
ber of lay delegates to be elected, a majority of the ballots cast being nec- 
essary for nomination. 

“This meeting shall be held not later than the morning of the second 
day of the conference session. 

“(0) The secretary of the conference shall have these lists properly 
printed by orders, and the lists so printed shall be used as ballots. On each 
ballot shall be printed the number of ministers and laymen to be chosen. 

“(c) At an appointed time, not later than the third day of the annual 
conference, the members of the conference shall ballot for delegates, each 
voting for the number of ministers and laymen to be chosen from that con- 
ference. 

_..“(d) Each annual conference shall appoint a committee of three as a 
board of tellers to receive and count the votes, and to issue certificates of 
election to those receiving the highest number of votes. The tellers shall 
complete their work, and report to the conference before the final adjourn- 
ment of that session of the conference. They shall preserve all ballots under 
seal until the close of the General Conference. 


‘71. GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES. 


“Omit items 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

“Item 12 becomes Item 5—The board of tellers shall forward at once 
to the editor of the Religious Telescope for publication, the names and post- 
office addresses of those elected. They shall also transmit to the Publishing 
Agent at Dayton, Ohio, a complete list of all persons voted for, and the nuin- 
ber of votes cast for each, which record shall be furnished to the ensuing 
General Conference, and if one or more of those elected should be prevented 
from attending by death, sickness, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the 
tellers or secretary of the General Conference to notify the next highest on 
the bill to take his place, and so on, descending, if need be, to the last can- 
didate. The proper forms for these reports shall be supplied by the Publish- 
ing Agent, to the conference superintendents, in advance of the meeting of 
the annual conference. 

“Succeeding items unchanged to he renumbered 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 12, 
14, 15, instead of 13 to 22.” 


BE. L. SuHury. In order to save us considerable time in connection with 
the second item, I am going to ask a thing a little out of order, but ask the 
chairman to decide it in order, if he will, by moving that it is the sense— 
and I am doing it for the vote and not because I believe in it—that it is 
the sense of this Conference that the nomination and election of General 
Conference delegates should be by the annual conference. I make this mo- 
tion, Mr. Chairman, in order to cut out from consideration a lot of little 
questions of detail, and let us first decide the one great principle as to 
whether we want to change the present method of electing our delegates to 
the General Conference. It seems to me this motion, if declared in order, 
will enable us to come right to the question without delay. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Are you agreed to hold this report until we can take 
action on that? You can do most anything if you are pious. 

Vorcrs. Agreed, agreed. : : 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, this motion will be repeated. 
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E. L. Suury. The motion is that it is the sense of this General Confer- 
ence that the nomination and election of delegates to the General Conference 
should be by the annual conferences. Seconded. 

THe PRESIDENT. Are you ready? 

[Calls for the question. ] 

THE PreEsIDENT. Those favoring the adoption of this will indicate by 
uplifted hand; those opposed, like sign. It is very righteous. Now, proceed 
with the next item of the report. 

[A member calls for a division, for the ayes and noes.] 

Pror. H. M. AmBrosr. I would like to ask what that vote means. 

THE PRESIDENT. It means that the election of delegates to the General 
Conference shall be by the annual conferences. 

Voices. No, no! 

H. L. SHury. If I may be allowed, I would like to ask for a decision 
of the question whether the motion is in order? I have not asked that we 
might debate that motion. We ought not to have voted. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am crossing corners. 

A Member. I would like to know where we are. 

Docror Stant. I voted with the majority. I move that we reconsider 
the vote taken. 

Tue PRESIDENT. All those favoring reconsideration will lift the hand; 
opposed, like sign. It is before you now. Proceed. 

E. L. Suvry. I have no argument to make. The question before you is 
practically so that those who believe in the present method of election of 
delegates to the General Conference may state their reasons. I think that 
is the way to get at it. Personally, I am going to be frank, I am opposed to 
it. I believe the present method is the democratic way. It is cumbersome, it 
is true; it is expensive, it is true, but it is the only way that a great lot of 
us have of getting at it. We are trying to keep our rights. But personally 
I do believe that the change would be contrary to the whole genius of our 
Church; but at the same time I present it that we may have the other argu- 
ment. 

SECRETARY Hammack. I want to call attention to the fact that the Com- 
mittee on Nominations have placed in my hands the ballots which are to be 
printed. Do you order them printed? 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you all agreed to order them printed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now it goes to the printer. 

The report of the Nominating Committee, sent to the printer, consisted 
of the following nominations: 


DIRECTORS OF BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Vote for nine; five must be from the State of Ohio. 

J. W. Lilly, D.D., Sandusky, Hicksville, Ohio. 

H. J. Osbun, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

I. E. Runk, D.D., Allegheny, Scottdale, Pa. 

J. A. Groves, D.D., St. Joseph, Warsaw, Ind. 

W. O. Fries, D.D., Sandusky, Dayton, Ohio. 

M. R. Drury, D.D., Iowa, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

R. R. Butterwick, D.D., East Pennsylvania, Hershey, Pa. 
Sharles J. Hall, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

C. E. Heisel, Kansas, Wichita, Kan. 

J. L. Senseny, Miami, Dayton. Ohio. 

J. H. Harris, D.D., Southeast Ohio, Columbus. Ohio. 

P. O. Bonebrake, D.D., Oregon, Hood River, Oregon. 

W. F. Gruver, D.D., Virginia, Martinsburg, West Virginia. 
A. W. Drury, D.D., Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 
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8. Neuding, Southeast Ohio, Circleville, Ohio. 

. M. Hall, West Virginia, Weston, West Virginia. 
. A. Moore, East Ohio, Barberton, Ohio. 

ad Oe Roberts, DS White River, Mooresville, Ind. 


TRUSTEES OF THE PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT. 

Vote for nine; five must be from Ohio, three of whom from Dayton or 
vicinity. 

A. W. Drury, D.D., Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

P. M. Camp, D.D., East Ohio, Canton, Ohio. 

J. A. Lyter, D.D., East Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Hon. R. H. Bennett, Kansas, Iola, Kansas. 

G. A. Lambert, White River, Anderson, Indiana. 

A. E. Roose, M.D., Allegheny, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

A. R. Clippinger, D.D., Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

Hon. A. S. Kreider, East Pennsylvania, Annville, Pennsylvania. 

W. B. Frisinger, Sandusky, Rockford, Ohio. 

Hon. Fred P. Geib, Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

L. W. Lutz, D.D., Pennsylvania, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 

Hon. J. M. Cogan, East Ohio, Canton, Ohio. 

Joseph Richer, St. Joseph, Peru, Indiana. 

Charles Minnich, Miami, Greenville, Ohio. 

J. S. Fulton, D.D., Allegheny, Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

C. B. Fletcher, D.D., Sandusky, Toledo, Ohio. 

Wm. H. Cassel, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

D. W. Bovee, Iowa State, Waterloo, Iowa. 


- BOARD OF CONTROL OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL, BROTHERHOOD, AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK. 
Vote for nine; at least five must be laymen. 

H. C. Cridland, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

O. T. Deever, Kansas, Dayton, Ohio. 

Prof. H. M. Ambrose, Kansas, Kansas City, Kansas. 

A. H. Reese, D.D., West Virginia, Huntington, West Virginia. 

J. G. Huber, D.D., Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

A. L. Spafford, Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Col. Robert Cowden, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

S. C. Enck, D.D., East Pennsylvania, Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania. 
Mark Holtzman, Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

Rey. W. G. Fulton, East Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Prof. M. A. Honline, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

A. B. Statton, D.D., Pennsylvania, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

M. R. Ballinger, D.D., Sandusky, Findlay, Ohio. 

Prof. A. A. Maysilles, Miami, Dayton, Ohio. 

J. HE. Shannon, D.D., White River, Marion, Indiana. 

M. B. Spayd, D.D., Northern Illinois, Springfield, Illinois. 

W. BE. Gillingham, Wisconsin, Richland Center, Wisconsin. 

Rev. W. H. Todd, Indiana, New Albany, Indiana. 


BOARD OF CHURCH TRUSTEES. 
Vote for twelve; the majority shall be citizens of Ohio. 
Rev. W. G. Clippinger, D.D., Southeast Ohio. 
Rev. George Geiger, Southeast Ohio. 
Rev. H. A. Thompson, Miami. 
Rey. A. Orr, Southeast Ohio. 
Rey. J. I. L. Ressler, Allegheny. 
Rev. J. W. Kilbourne, Miami. 
Rey. S. W. Paul, Hast Tennessee. 
Rev. M. F. Dawson, White River. 
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Rev. C. A. Sickafoose, St. Joseph. 

Rey. H. W. Trueblood, Northern Illinois. 
Rey. L. W. Stahl, Allegheny. 

Rev. R. A. Powell, Sandusky. 

Judge John A. Shauck, Miami. 

E. J. Rogers, Miami. 

John T. Hott, Virginia. 

H. J. Roop, Virginia. 

D. H. Stoner, East Ohio. 

F. N. Munch, Northern Illinois. 

Judge Walter Brewer, Lower Wabash. 
G. C. Housekeeper, Sandusky. 

Hon. Wm. N. McFaul, Pennsylvania. 
G. H. Kirtland, Michigan. 

Alexander Anderson, Northern Illinois. 
Adam Shambaugh, Iowa. 


TRUSTEES OF CHURCH ERECTION AND OF HOME MISSIONS, 

Vote for eight; four must be laymen. 
Ministers. 

A. S. Hammack, Virginia. 

V. W. Overton, Northern Illinois. 

C. W. Kurtz, Miami, 

S. E. Shull, Michigan. 

J. E. Grimes, St. Joseph. 

H. M. Klinger, Minnesota. 

W. W. Williamson, East Ohio. 

J. T. Foster, West Virginia. 
Laymen. 

Eugene Schaefer, Ohio German. 

E. G. Hall, Oklahoma. 

_ Albert Keister, Allegheny. 

C. J. Wheeler, White River. 

C. L. Raymond, St. Joseph. 

Judge J. S. Kirkpatrick, Missouri. 

DE Counseller, Sandusky, 

1G e) Weimer, Miami. 


DIRECTORS OF BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
Vote for six. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, East Pennsylvania. 
Rev. J. R. King, Allegheny. 

Rey. W. L. Perkins, Lower Wabash. 
Rev. J. M, Knight, West Virginia. 

Rev. A. A. Long, Pennsylvania. 

Rey. W. E. Snyder, Indiana. 

J. H. Ruebush, Virginia. 

E. L. Shuey, Miami. 

W. A. Cochran, St. Joseph. 

M. B. Monn, Sandusky. 

S. C. Caldwell, Nebraska, 

G. A. Lambert, White River, 


TRUSTEES OF QUINCY ORPHANAGE AND OLD PEOPLE’S HoMn, 
Elected for twelve years. Vote for five. 
Rev. J. S. Fulton, Allegheny. 
Rev. J. W. Wilson, Allegheny. 
Rey. Russell Showers, Erie. 
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Rev. H. E. Miller, East Pennsylvania. 
M. H. Myers, Allegheny. 

Rev. N. J. MacIntyre, Erie. 

Rev. J. H. Brunk, Virginia. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, West Virginia. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers, Pennsylvania. 

Rey. S. F. Daugherty, East Pennsylvania. 


TRUSTEES OF OTTERBEIN HOMPF. 
To be elected for a twelve-year term. Vote for three. 
Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., Miami. 
Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D:, Northern Illinois. 
Hon. James M. Cox, Governor of Ohio, Miami. 
A. H. Laughbaum, Sandusky. 
Mrs. L. R. Harford, Nebraska. 
L. A. Rider, Lower Wabash. 
To be elected for an eight-year term. Vote for one only. 
C. M. Wagner, Southeast Ohio. 
Mrs. A. A. Mocre, East Ohio. 


EVANGELISTTC COMMISSION. 

Vote for three ministers and three laymen. 

: Ministers. 
J. H, Patterson, East Ohio. 
O. E. Williams, Frie. 
J. E. Shannon, White River. 
A. R. Ayers, Pennsylvania. 
J. A. Groves, St. Joseph. 
A. H. Reese, West Virginia. 

Laymen, 

J. H. Little, Kansas. 
E. Flickinger, Missouri. 
Elmer Henderson, Allegheny. 
Arthur J. Mitchell, Michigan. 
W. E. Roush, Southeast Ohio. 
J. J. Dick, Sandusky. 


Jupcr McFaur. I would like to speak for the amehdment. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Jupce McFaur. The motion is to have the delegates to the General Con- 
ference elected by the annual conference. i favor that. I want to say in the 
heginning, I believe in a democratic form of government, and the only foun- 
dation upon which any government can stand. And J know that the method 
of electing the delegates to this General Conference has been formulated by 
the men who have thought a great deal on the subject. In the first place, I 
want to say that to be consistent all the way through, it is no argument to 
say that we believe in a democratic form of government, and because of that 
belief we must elect our delegates to this General Conference in the way 
that we do. We might as well go a step farther and say that we ought to 
elect our delegates to the annual conference by the congregation of the local 
churches, and we know full well how these delegates are elected. Your 
cauarterly conference is called together and the cuarterly conference elects 
delegates to the annual conference. And if that be true. my brethren, whv 
not let the annual conference elect the delegates to this General Conference? 
It is a very cumbersome way of electing delegates to this Conference. Jt is 
a very expensive way, but aside from all of that, your lay delegates, in a 
large measure, are only here by—we will just say simply by a game of 
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chance. It is simply and purely a game of chance. I don’t know—maybe 
some of you fellows are so well known as laymen throughout your entire 
conference that you have enough votes to be elected by reason of the fact 
that you are known. But I want to say that it has been my experience in 
the Pennsylvania Conference that there is no local church that knows any 
more than two or three of the lay delegates, and when they haye voted for 
those men the rest of their votes are merely by chance, and they don’t know 
for whom they are voting. They may get the best men or they may not, 
just as chance hits it. Whereas, if you go to the annual conference and elect 
delegates from that body, they are known to the men in the annual confer- 
ence. Then you will save a great deal of expense in the printing of the 
ballots, and so forth. Now, then, in conclusion there is another thing. 
There is a great deal of opportunity for contest to arise in this way, where, 
in all probability you would be in a position to eliminate that if you elect 
your delegates in the annual conference, because so many things are done. 
I want to say right here, my brethren, that if there is one part of our Dis- 
cipline that needs clarification it is that part of it that refers to the election 
of delegates to the General Conference. I hope you will adopt this item. 

Dr. L. C. Wrrmrr, of Miami Conference. Mr. Bishop, I want to say this, 
that in our annual conference we do not have representative citizens in a 
great many cases to represent our local churches. It is true that we are 
busy men. The busiest men of our Church cannot go to represent the local 
church at these annual conferences, and if you do away with the old plan, of 
electing these delegates to the General Conference, you will leave it in the 
hands of a few delegates to set up a political machine. I say to you, that I 
can go to my annual conference and get half a dozen fellows and agree 
that we will nominate one another and we will not have the proper repre- 
sentation of the Miami Conference, and the conference will not have a chance 
to elect proper representatives. , 


Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. In reply to the statement made 
on this floor that we elect the delegates to the annual conference from the 
quarterly conference, I submit legally that the quarterly conference is not a 
legislative body, and if the ministers at the annual conference elect the 
ministerial delegates to the General Conference, the ministers will not be 
the representatives of the people, but will simply be the representatives of 
the few at the annual conference. [Applause.] And we desire the principle 
of democracy, and we are going forward. I stand for democracy. 

D. H. CouNseLiER, of Sandusky Conference. I want to raise the ques- 
tion, if there are not a few preachers here elected by a game of chance, as 
well as laymen? : 

W. M. Perrison, of Missouri Conference. I was just ready to make a 
motion to eliminate this item when the other motion was made, because I 
stand for a democratic form of government, represented by the people. I 
notice that they are trying all over the United States to have their Senators 
elected by the people. I ask the question to-day, if we pass this item, what 
will the people have to say, as a Church in general, about who shall represent 
them in this great body of the General Conference of the United Brethren in 
Christ? Therefore, I am against this motion, and I believe my people in 
Missouri are against it, because they are a “‘show-me” set. And we have just 
as good people in Missouri as ever the sun shone on, or that God made, and 
I believe that they want something to say about what shall be done. 

C. J. WHEELER, of White River Conference. I move the previous question. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now we will take a vote immediately. Read the propo- 
sition, please. 

SEcRETARY LytTrerR. The motion is ag I get it, that it is the sense of this 
General Conference that the nomination and election of delegates to the 
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General Conference be made by the annual conference. This motion was lost 
and was reconsidered, and was in that form. 

Doctor Puiiirprr. Then we are expressing an opinion and not taking 
action. It does not amount to anything except an opinion. 

. E. L. SHuey. If this motion prevails, then we can go on with the details. 
If it is lost, then the motion will be in order to eliminate this from the report. 

THe PRESIDENT. All right, brethren. It is simply voting and nothing 
done. I will put the motion. The motion you voted upon affirmatively in 
reference to the previous question. Now, those who are opposed to it will 
lift your hands. 

Voices. No, no! 

THE PRESIDENT. Did you pass that? 

SECRETARY LyTer. Yes. 

[A member asks for the motion to be stated. ] 

Secretary Lyter reads the motion. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those in favor of this item will lift your hands; those 
opposed, like sign. It does not prevail. [Applause.] 

Rey. M. B. Spayp. I move we eliminate Item 2 of this report. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, let us vote upon this. Doctor Spayd’s motion is 
to eliminate the second item. All in favor indicate by uplifted hand. Op- 
posed, by like sign. It is eliminated. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed with the report. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“TIT. Conservation of Members. 
“Add to Item 3, page 28, the following: 
“In case we have no church in the locality to which a member removes, 
the pastor shall report the name to the conference superintendent, or Bishop, 
or Home Missionary Secretary.” 


Voices. Agreed, agreed. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


“TV. Quarterly Conference. 
“Resolved, That, throughout the entire Discipline where the expression 
‘quarterly conference’ is used, the expression ‘local conference’ shall be sub- 
stituted.” 


Dr. J. T. Roperts, of White River Conference. I move this item be 
stricken out. 

Dr. J. HE. SHANNON. The statement was made several times here that 
the statements “quarterly conference’ and “‘local conference” mean the same 
thing, and that this Conference would have to be dealt with in the same 
way. I submit that it is not in accordance with the facts in the case. As 
long as it is denominated “quarterly conference,” the Discipline provides that 
the conference superintendents shall appoint the quarterly conferences. That 

- necessarily means four meetings a year, whether there is any necessity for 
a meeting or not. I suppose everybody who will stop and think, knows the 
way things are done under the present regime is a violation of the Discipline; 
and there is no conference superintendent here but what knows if he an- 
nounces four quarterly conferences for each point, you cannot convince men 
that they shall come four times a year to a quarterly conference when there 
is no business te transact. If it says ‘local conference’ it does not say you 
have to appoint four a year; but the superintendent can call it when 
there is reason to call it, and when he has on hand business sufficient to 
demand such a call. 

The item was eliminated. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 
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“V. Ministers’ Wives and Delegates. 
“Item 4, page 40, add, ‘The wives of ministers are not eligible to election 
as delegates.’ ” : 


Rey. R. A. Power, of Sandusky Conference. I move that that item be 
eliminated. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I wish to speak with reference to 
this item. It is no discourtesy to the members of this Conference who are 
wives of the ministers that I make these remarks, because I am especially 
interested in one of these representatives. This is true, that it is not be- 
- cause the wives of preachers are not capable of representing these confer- 
ences. I submit that the question of ability and talent does not enter into 
it, but the point is this: Why do we have lay representation? Why did the 
discussion years ago, of which we have a very vivid recollection, take place? 
It was because the laity of the Church demanded representation in the deliber- 
ations of the General Conference of the Church, and it is because the women 
who are in the parsonages, the wives of preachers, do not represent the 
laity of the Church. They represent the ministry of the Church. Their in- 
terests are with the ministry of the Church. This is no discourtesy to them. 
It is not a discrimination against them, because they are women. There are 
women who are delegates to this Conference who are not the wives of min- 
isters, and it is not a discrimination because they are women, or because they 
are not capable, but simply because on account of the fact that they have 
unfortunately married preachers, that they do not represent properly the 
laity. Now, supposing again that all the conferences elect the women from 
the wives of preachers to represent them in this General Conference, would 
it be a proper body to legislate for the laity of the Church? 

[Voices of No, and calls for the question. ] 

Rev. R. A. Powriy. I cannot see why this should not be eliminated. 
If there is no other reason than simply because the women were fortunate 
or unfortunate enough to marry ministers, that that takes away from them 
their rights in the Church—they belong to the laity of the Church, and it 
would be against the spirit of the Church, and this would be class legisla- 
tion, and I am still a United Brethren. I don’t believe that we ought to 
make classes here, I believe it should be eliminated. 

Pror. H. H. Batsu, of Allegheny Conference. I have just this suggestion 
to make. I don’t believe it would be wise for this Conference to go on 
record as opposed to representation in this body by women. However, I see 
the force of the argument advanced by Doctor White. My suggestion would- 
be that instead of eliminating this article, we amend it to make it read as 
follows: “The wives of ministers are not eligible as lay delegates.” 

Voices. No, no! : 

D. H. Counsetirr, of Sandusky Conference, Don’t Jet us go back on the 
Old Book. That says that these two are one. If a man is a preacher, his 
wife is a preacher. 

Doctor Purtuierr. Lstand at a peculiar angle here. My wife happens. to 
ke a minister, too, and in that case this amendment over here would be all 
right. It eliminates women, providing they are unfortunate enough to marry 
preachers. The word “lay” ought to be put in there, I think. 

ProFessor Batsu. I move to amend the article under consideration by 
having it read as follows: “The wives of ministers are not eligible as lay 
delegates.” : 

ELMER HENDERSON, of Allegheny Conference. With all due respect. to 
pastors’ wives, we must not forget the fact that in any conference, if we have 
two or three very popular pastors, if their Wives are up for election, the 
majority would vote for them just because they are the Wives of the popular 
pastors. You must not forget that. 
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PRESIDENT M. O. McLaueuuin, of Nebraska Conference. I believe that 
this resolution is wrong, absolutely. Now, Mr. Chairman, if an annual con- 
ference in any section of this Church sees fit to nominate the wife of the 
minister as a lay delegate to the General Conference, and if that conference, 
in its sovereignty, sees fit to give that candidate a majority of the votes of 
that conference, and such person comes into this General.Conference in the 
regular way, representing the sovereignty of the people of that conference, I 
say it is wrong for this Conference to attempt to disqualify such a delegate. 
[ Applause. ] 

JAy M. Coean, of East Ohio Conference. I move the previous question. 
Seconded. Previous question was ordered. 

THE PRESEPENT. Now, as to the amendment-of Professor Baish, that the 
article be amended to read as follows, “That the: wives of ministers are not — 
eligible to election as lay delegates.’ Those in favor will lift the hand; those 
opposed, like sign. It prevails. Those favoring the item, as amended, will 
lift the hand; “those opposed, by like sign. It prevails. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. A point of order. Under the Constitution of this 
Church, the eligibility of laymen and ministers is established. This is an 
attempt to amend the Discipline of the Church contrary to the Constitution, 
and it is, therefore, out of order. 

Voices. Good, good! Vote it down! : 

THe PresIpENT. Brethren, it is decided after mature deliberation that 
it. is all out of order. [Applause.| And therefore eliminated. 

Secretary Hammack reads VI. 


“VT. Women’s Aid Society. 
“In Chapter XIX.. change the words ‘Women’s Aid Society’ to ‘Ladies’ 
Aid Society,’ wherever they occur.” 


Dr. W. O. Fries. I have just this word. The word “ladies” is a title 
of honor and respect. The word “women” designates sex. Now, which do 
we prefer in this matter? Do we speak of a “Gentlemen’s Bible Society,” a 
“Gentlemen’s Brotherhood,’ or do we have a “Men’s Brotherhood,” and 
“Men’s Bible Classes’? Do we want to say “Ladies’ Aid Societies,” or “Wom- 
en’s Aid Societies”? There is a difference. 

Mrs. W. O. ZeIcLER, of Oregon Conference. {I move the elimination of 
the item. I like the word “Women’s.” 

Tuer PreswenT. The motion is for the elimination of this item. Those 
favoring elimination will indicate by uplifted hand; those opposed, by like 
sign. It is eliminated. Hurrah for woman suffrage! 

Secretary Hammack reads VII. 

“VII. Church Trustees. 

“Change Chapter XII. as follows: 

“Ttem i, line 6, after the word ‘persons,’ insert ‘as hereinafter provided.’ 
The sentence wil] then read: ‘The quarterly conference shall then elect a 
board of trustees of not less than three persons, as hereinafter provided, or, 
as the law of the State may require. 

“Line 9, omit sentence beginning “The trustees shall hold,’ etc., and in- 
sert the following: ‘When not otherwise required by State laws or special 
incorporation, the trustees shall be elected for three years, and shall be 
divided as nearly as possible into three equal classes, one class expiring with 
the last quarterly conference of each year, when their successors shall‘ be 
elected, provided that, at the first election after the General Conference of 
1917, all trustees shall be elected and assigned to their particular class.’ 
[Signed] E. L. Suury, Chairman; I. J. Goop, Secretary.” 


Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I move the elimination 
of that whole item, : 
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THE PRESIDENT. Those in favor of eliminating this item will indicate by 
uplifted hand; opposed, by like sign. The elimination prevails. 


THE PRESWENT. Those favoring the adoption of the report, will lift the 
hand; those opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. ; 

PROFESSOR Keppey. If the chair please, I protest. I think there has been 
a misunderstanding on one point here. I think there was a misunderstanding 
of the first matter to strike out. The motion was to strike out that first 
item. That left the second item untouched, and no action has been taken 
with reference to that. Now, it may be the Conference understands that, and 
it may be that they don’t. The difficulty is whether we have done business as 
we should do it. I move, Brother Chairman, if it be possible to do so, that 
the second item in this report be stricken out. The item I refer to is “Sec- 
ond’ on the first page. I move that it be eliminated. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion prevails and it is eliminated. 

JupGeE BENNETT. What is left of the report? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will have to depend upon the secretary. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. It leaves the third item. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, those favoring the adoption of the report, as 
amended, will raise the hand; opposed, like sign. _The report is adopted, 
as amended. 

SECRETARY HamMAck. I have a matter which should have been pre- 
sented yesterday in justice to one of our brothers. I want to present it now. 
Secretary Hammack reads: : 

Your committee appointed to prepare a tribute to Bishop W. M. Weekley, 
D.D., who is retiring voluntarily from the office of Bishop, respectfully sub- 
mits the following report: 


The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
in session at Wichita, Kansas, expresses to Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D., the 
admiring and grateful appreciation of the whole denomination for his long, 
devoted, heroic, efficient, progressive, unfailing, and loving service for the 
whole Church, for the lost and perishing, and for our risen Lord. 

We love Bishop Weekley, we admire his great ability, we honor his re- 
markable efficiency, we praise and thank him for his great work, and for 
his consecrated, blameless life, and we pray that he may have the presence, 
comfort, and the sweet fellowship of the Holy Spirit always with him, as he 
journeys toward the open gates of the heavenly city while life’s evening 
shadows gather about him. [Signed] A. S. HamMMack, Mark KeEppen. 


THE PRESENT. What will you do with this? 

C. J. WHEELER, of White River Conference. I move the adoption of the 
report. Motion was unanimously adopted. : 

By action taken at the afternoon session of the seventh day, the report 
of the joint committee on Superintendency and Temporal Economy was or- 
dered placed in the record at this point, as follows: 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. The joint committee appointed 
to consider the matter of Bishop emeritus and salary are ready to submit 
their report 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hear that report? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Rev. J. H. Dutton, of Miami Conference, read the report, as follows: 


In a joint meeting of the committees on Superintendency and Temporal 
Economy to consider the matter of Bishop emeritus, referred to us by the 
Conference, we recommend to you the following: 

1. That Bishops Castle and Weekley be elected to the emeritus relation. 

2. That the salary be fixed at one thousand dollars per year. 


3. That this salary be paid out of the General Church budget. [Signed]. 


C. W. Kurrz, Chairman; J. H, Durron, Secretary, 
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Jupcr McFaut, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move its adoption. Sec- 
onded. [Calls for the question. ] 


THE PresipENT. All favoring the adoption of the report will signify the 
same by showing the hands. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. 

A member moved to adjourn and the motion prevailed. Rev. Charles S. 
Macfarland, D.D., secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
aa America, was introduced to the Conference, and pronounced the bene- 

iction. : 





SEVENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
THURSDAY, May 17, 1917, 

The General Conference convened at 1: 30 o’clock, Bishop Weekley pre- 
siding. 

Professor Ruebush led in singing, ‘I am here on business for my King.” 

At this point Hon. Arthur Capper; governor of Kansas, came upon the 
rostrum and was introduced to the chairman by J. H. Little, of the Kansas 
Conference. 

Tur Presipent. I will ask Prof. G. E. Vinaroff, of the Miller-Vinaroftf 
evangelistic party, to sing a solo. Professor Vinaroff then sang, “I was 
drifting away.” ; 

J. H. Lirrie. I have a duty this afternoon that is one of the most pleas- 
ant any one can be asked to perform. It has been said on the platform of 
this Conference that a man wasn’t to blame if he was born east of the Alle- 
ghenies, but he is to blame if he stays there. I am one of the fellows that 
was born east of the Alleghenies but didn’t stay there. JI have been in Kansas 
for over thirty years, and we-are mighty proud of Kansas, and we are mighty 
proud of the governor that we have now. I don’t know that I would want 
to say that for all of them that we have had since I have been in the State, 
but we can make up for it now, because we are proud of the governor we 
have now. [Applause.] He is the first native Kansan to occupy the gover- 
nor’s chair. He is a governor that stands for what is clean in State and 
city politics. [Applause.] Incidentally, he is aligned with every Christian 
organization, because he belongs to the Quaker Church. [Applause.] I am 
glad that he can take the time from his duties to°come down here and 
address this Conference this afternoon. He is a governor that is in favor of 
law enforcement all over the State. Now, you didn’t come here to hear me 
speak, but you want to hear him, and I take great pleasure in introducing 
to you the governor of the State that we are so proud of, and the governor 
of whom we are all so proud, Governor Arthur Capper. [Applause.] 

[Conference stands and applauds. ] 

Governor Capper addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Conference: One of the fine things 
about being a governor of a great State like Kansas is the opportunity that 
comes occasionally to come and meet just such fine gatherings as this. And 
I have had some interesting experiences, especially in addressing some of 
these religious conventions. When Brother Little spoke of the governor that 
they were proud of, I am reminded particularly of an introduction I received 
by somebody up here at Lindsborg not a great while ago. lLindsborg, as 
you probably know, is the chief Swedish settlement of Kansas. About all of 
them are Swedes up there. They invited me up there to address the Swedish 
Baptist Church, I think it was, that was having a large convention. They 
introduced me around for an hour or two. I think I met at least one hundred 
and twenty-five Johnsons and about one hundred and fifty Petersons, and 
something like two hundred Olesons, and then it came time for me to address 
the meeting, and the bishop of the church was there, I believe, and he pre- 
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sented me to the congregation in about this way. He says, “It is now being 
my very great pleasure to introduce to you the governor of Kansas we are so 
proud of, the honorable chief executive of Kansas, the Honorable Mr. Capper- 
son.” [Applause and laughter.] And so they have a sort of joke on me in 
Kansas since then. They call me the Swedish governor of Kansas. 


Most of you are strangers to me. Most of you probably are looking me 
over for the first time this afternoon. I hope you are not going to be as 
badly disappointed as was my farmer friend up here in Saline County, who 
came up to one of my meetings last fall. His name is Williams. He is known 
up there as the most successful stock raiser and cattle man in all that 
country; has the biggest Percheron horses, the finest Jersey cows, and a 
large bunch of Duroc pigs. He said he came especially to meet the governor. 
He had never seen one before. He wanted to shake hands with a governor. 
They introduced him to me just before the meeting started. He stepped back, 
looked me over for a moment or two, I could see plainly there was some- 
thing wrong. There was disappointment in his face, and it pained me a little. 
I made up my mind after the meeting was over I would try to get hold 
of Williams again and see just what the trouble was. I was fortunate enough 
to run across him a few minutes after the meeting adjourned, and as I 
got pretty well acquainted with him, I said: “Williams, you and I are pretty 
good friends. I wish you would tell me just what the trouble was, because 
I know there was something wrong.” He says, “Capper, just between you and 
me, I will tell you. I never supposed that we would ever elect a man governor 
of this great State of Kansas who weighed less than two hundred pounds.” 
[Laughter.]. 


That was a source of a great deal of disappointment toy him., “Butter 
want you to know, my friends, I want you to know that I am getting fat 
on this job of governor. You may be surprised to hear me make that state- 
ment, but it is a fact. I got on the scales not a great while ago—weighed 
for the first time on the scales since I have been in the statehouse, and to 
my very great pleasure and delight, I have gained one and three-quarter 
pounds since I have become governor. And that is doing better than some 
other governors in some other States do, because I was down at the confer- 
ence of governors in Washington, a few months ago, and was talking with 
some of them there about the troubles that they have had while governor, 
and one of them said, “Capper, do you know that during the four years that 
I have been governor of my State that I have lost forty pounds in weight?” 
My friends, really, I shudder to think of what would become of this governor 
if he lost that much. [ Laughter. ] 

But I am indeed glad to come here this afternoon and bring you senti- 
ments of friendship and good will, glad to come here and present to you a 
genuine and hearty Kansas hand-shake and welcome you to this great State 
of ours. We hear a great deal about Kansas, and probably you have heard 
of Kansas, as we have said, in an agricultural Way, and we are proud of the 
record we have made in this State—only two or three years ago producing 
here one crop—one-fourth of all the wheat produced in the United States— 
something like one hundred and eighty-eight million bushels. And we have 


But greater than all the progress that we have made along material lines 
greater than all the development agriculturally; is the progress this State 
has made in its moral leadership. (Voices, Amen.] We think Kansas 
stands up pre-eminently in that particular. I like to think of Kansas and I 
like to talk about Kansas to my friends, especially from abroad, not as a 
State of remarkable agricultural prosperity or anything of that sort, but as 
to Kansas being pre-eminently a Christian commonwealth. [Applause.] And 
I think that Kansas, to an extent not surpassed by. any other State in this 
Union, always has and always will acknowledge its allegiance to Christ, the 
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Ruler of all things. [Applause.] As a State, as a people, our faith, our 
hope, our salvation, has from its very earliest days of the history of this 
State been based upon the principles and the ideals of the Christian religion; 
and let me say that no people ever were happy, no State ever prospered, no 
nation ever triumphed without the wonderful power and support of Jesus 
Christ. I am glad always to publicly testify to my belief in Christian 
principles; and I give it to you.as a business man as well as the chief execu- 
tive of this State, that the Christian churches of this State and the Christian 
churches of this Nation have done more to promote human happiness, have 
done more to promote the welfare and well-being of the people of this State 
and of this Nation than all other influences combined. [Applause. ] 


My friend, Brother Little, here, mentioned that I was brought up with 
the Quakers. I am a Quaker. Whatever success I may have had in life in 
a business way or in any other activity of life, I attribute to this fact, that 
I was fortunate in having the Christian training of a Christian home—the 
training of a fine Quaker father and mother. [Applause. ] 


“Tf I were asked what I believe, I could not help but say, 
The gentle and the simple creeds of boyhood’s yesterday; 
The tender faith in Bible things, the truth, the way, the right, 
The golden rule to live one’s life, according to the light; 
And everywhere the thought of God, that we are everywhere 
The children of one Father’s love and of his heavenly care. 


“Tf I were asked what I believe, I know my thoughts would go 
Back to a little child at prayer in the soft even-glow; 

And I can think of nothing else so beautiful, so sweet, 

As prayer beside a mother’s knee, who tried to lead our feet 

In paths of righteousness and truth where none could go astray 
From that dear life of simple trust in childhood’s yesterday. 


“Tf I were asked what I believe, I’d have to say, as then, 

A simpler faith in Ged’s commands, a manlier trust ’mong men, 

A clear and more abiding course t’ward that which men might call 
The straight-out-from-the-shoulder faith of Peter and of Paul; 

The teachings, most of all, that came to us in Sunday school, 

Way back in little childhood’s land, the land of golden rule.” 


I came here to welcome this organization of yours and especially I want 
to pay tribute to the United Brethren Church for the great part that it has 
had in the making of Kansas and in putting Kansas on the high plane it is 
occupying to-day for decency and sobriety. The United Brethren Church has 
stood for all those things and has been a great power and factor. You came 
here, I understand, from all over this nation, especially from Ohio. [Laugh- 
ter.] I want to say that the.Constitution of this State, or the law of the 
land, is patterned after the laws of the State of Ohio. [Applause.] And you 
know what we have done with it. [Applause and laughter.] Ohio is all right. 
We amended that Constitution in one particular about thirty years ago, and 
I want to say to you that the greatest blessing that ever has been bestowed 
upon this State was the adoption of that constitutional amendment thirty 
years ago, which absolutely prohibited the sale and manufacture of intox- 
icating liquor. [Applause.] The greatest blessing, I say, that was ever 
bestowed upon this State in the way of law. 

I thought before I got over here—and I can give you this encouragement 
right now, that I have to take a train at three o’clock, SO I am not wound 
up for so very long. But I will probably have to do a little bragging about 
the State of Kansas, and I hope you will overlook that, because I do happen 
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to be the first native elected governor of this State, and it is expected of me, 
you know. I shall boost for Kansas on every possible opportunity. They 
pay me for doing that work. [Laughter.] So I hope you will overlook a 
little bragging that I may do. 


By the way, another honor that I had: I am not only the first native 
Kansan elected governor of this State, but I have the honor of being the 
first man elected governor of Kansas at a time when the sensible and intel- 
ligent and discriminating people of Kansas had something to say about who 
should be governor. [Applause.] And it pleased me immensely here just 
a little while ago to learn that in your conference I understand this morning 
that you went on record for equal suffrage. We are strong for it in Kansas. 
I want to say that the women in this State have been a power in the cam- 
paign here for righteousness and the fine things that have been done in 
this State. 

I spoke of Kansas as being a Christian commonwealth. The true egreat- 
ness of Kansas, after all, lies in the fiber of its people, and it is a great State 
because it-is populated by great-hearted men and women. The pioneers who 
won this wilderness for us, came here with high ideals, came here from the 
New England States and from Pennsylvania, and, by the way, Pennsylvania 
is another great State that we think a great deal of. [Applause.] The pio- 
neers, I say, who won this wilderness for us, were mighty men and women, 
and they worked the soil and they laid the foundation for a great State. 

We like to think here it was Kansas that led the way in the nation’s 
assault upon slavery for human freedom, and we like to think, too, that for 
the last quarter of a century Kansas has come pretty near leading the way in 
every great Movement in raising the moral and educational standards of 
the nation. At least we think we have a place right in the front row on that 
proposition. |Applause.] And it is in Kansas we like to think that genuine 
effort has been made to incorporate into our body politic high intellectual, 
moral ideas. Our laws and our institutions are based upon those eternal 
truths that tend to righteousness in Kansas. We like to think that we come 
just a little nearer to giving every man, woman, and child within the bord- 
ers of this State fair play, equal opportunity, even justice. That is the ailn, 
I say, I believe of the democratic spirit of the people of Kansas. And we are 
doing that. Kansas is standing for those great ideals because the citizenship 
of Kansas from the. very beginning has been made up of great men and 
women largely of high ideals—men who believed with all their heart and 
soul in decency and sobriety and the noble things of life. 

I must tell you about a woman—a fine, great-hearted old lady who came 
up to call on me at the State House at Topeka not a great while ago. She 
was about eighty-four years of age. She came, she said, to pay her respects 
to a governor reared in the State and elected governor of the State during 
the period of her life time. And in the course of the conversation it came 
out that she had lived more than sixty years on the same farm, just within 
a few miles of the State capital. But she came to Kansas with her parents 
as a child. When she came, there were less than three hundred white per- 
sons living in what now constitutes the State of Kansas. The Indians were 
their only neighbors, and an occasional visit of a hunter or trapper was an 
event long to be remembered in the swift period of a lifetime—a lifetime 
still unended, because that good woman is still living and enjoying good 
health in the State of Kansas. In the brief period of a lifetime that good 
woman has seen a great empire spring from a vast solitude, and a great waste 
place give place to civilization, and the commonwealth grow from three hun- 
dred people to more than one and three-quarter millions of what we think 
are a finest, happiest, and the soberest people on God’s green earth. [Ap- 
plause. 
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I never fail to rejoice that I had the opportunity of being born in this 
great State of Kansas. I want to say to you that great things have hap- 
pened in that comparatively short time. And let me tell you that there are 
two or three things that we are particularly proud of in this State that are 
according to the records, and these things are the result, I want to say, more 
than any other one influence, the result of that great constitutional amend- 
ment I spoke to you about. It has had a great influence in bringing about 
these things: That we send more boys and girls to the public schools, to the 
colleges and universities, in proportion to our population, than any other 
State; that we have the lowest percentage of illiteracy, with but one excep- 
tion; that only about two per cent. of the population cannot read and write; 
that we have fewer paupers and fewer millionaires. I don’t know but what 
we might boast a little along that line. At least we think Kansas is pre- 
eminently the State of the plain, common, average people. As Abraham 
Lincoln said, “God must have loved them, because he made so many of them.” 
It is a State which has to-day sixty-eight county jails and city prisons that 
are unoccupied. [Applause.] It has fifty-two county and city alms-houses 
which are empty. [Applause.] And there are twenty-seven counties in the 
State which have not had a criminal prosecution of any kind or description 
for more than a year. [Applause.] And another thing—a State which has 
to-day more than a half-million boys:and girls who never saw.a saloon or 
drinking place. [Applause.] I give it to you as my opinion that in less than 
five years, it may be sooner than that, that we are going to see the saloon 
absolutely wiped out of business from one end of this country to the other. 
{ Applause. ] 

It gave me very great pleasure—I think, probably, the most enjoyable act 
of my term of four years as governor—to sign what is familiarly known in 
this part of the country as the “bone-dry law.” I want to tell you that we 
put that amendment through the Kansas legislature by a practically unan- 
jimous vote. Both political parties were for it. It went through. I think 
there were only one or two votes against it. We never had claimed that the 
prohibitory law was perfectly enforced, and never will be until we get national 
prohibition. But the “bone-dry law” has done wonders already. in securing 
an effective enforcement of that law. I had a letter yesterday from a police 
judge of Kansas City, Kansas—the largest city in the State, having more 
than one hundred thousand population. He told me that the business of the 
police court—the drunken fights and brawls, and such things as come into 
the police court—had fallen off more than half within thirty days after 
the operation of the “bone-dry law.” That is what the ‘‘bone-dry law” does 
for this State. 

I spoke at Washington at the conference of governors about the great 
interest of this State in prohibition. I think all the governors were inter- 
ested in it. and they were asking me questions of one kind and another about 
the operation of the law. Governor Whitman, of New York, paid a com- 
pliment to this State, and it was a real compliment, because it came from a 
State having the greatest population. He said to me, “Governor Capper, you 
have reason to be proud of one thing, that you are governor of a State which, 
I believe, is recognized as no other State in this Union, as having been the 
leader for a good many years in the great campaign to put John Barleycorn 
out of business in the United States.” [Applause.] And that was a compli- 
ment. I assure you that I remembered it. 2 

I have seen the operation of this prohibitory law. .1I am devoting my 
remarks chiefly to this because I believe it is a subject that you are greatly 
interested in. I have seen the action of the liquor interest under both forms. 
I went to Topeka something like thirty years ago, looking for a job in a 
newspaper office. And when I arrived there, there were something like fifty 
or sixty open saloons in the city of Topeka. It was really a piece of good 
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fortune for me that there were saloons at that time, because it happened that | 
on the daily paper to which I applied for a job, they were having serious 
trouble in getting out the paper on account of drunkenness, and the fore- | 
man was willing to take most anybody that came along who could make a 
play at setting type. I had been a compositor in a little country office down 
in the southern part of the State, and he took a chance with me, and that 
was my first job in the State capital, and I have been pretty busy there ever 
since. But I say it without boasting, in that same office I think there are now 
employed something like ninety-five or one hundred printers, and I think I 
am safe in making the statement there is not a drinking man in the entire | 
number. They are sober, industrious men. They are men of family and own 
their own homes. 4 


Up to ten years ago, I think a majority of the business men of Topeka 
were possibly still for high license; they had the old notion that it took 
the revenue of the saloons to pay the expenses of ‘the government, and that 
it took the saloon to make a live city, and all that. But conditions have 
changed, and in spite of their convictions on that matter, the business men 
of Topeka now, I think, are practically unanimously in favor of the principle 
_ of prohibition. It is no longer a question in dispute. It is a settled policy. 


prosperity and happiness to the State. 

I talked just the other day with the general Manager of the Santa Fe 
Railroad, who has an office in Topeka, and there are something like six thou- 
sand men employed in the Shops and offices of the Santa Fe Railroad in 
Topeka. He says: “We have a record of the work done in all the shops of | 
the Santa Fe system, from Chicago to San Francisco, and the Topeka shops 
make the best showing in dollars and cents and of work actually turned out, 
and there are something like four thousand men in those shops. They make | 
the best showing of any railroad shop in our system, and I believe the best } 
showing of the best shop of any other city.” [Applause.] And he says, “It | 
is due, very largely, to the fact that for something like fifteen years or. 
more there have been no saloons in the city of Topeka.” 

So we have had some real results. We still occasionally hear, probably 
here and in other cities, that the saloons are needed for revenue. We have 
disabused our heads of that long ago. For years there has been no tax | 
collected or revenue of any kind from this business; and for ten years we 
have not had such a thing as a license or a recognized vice in any form in 
the State of Kansas. I am very glad to tell you that. 

I took occasion the other day, a couple of weeks ago, to send a message 
to President Wilson. I have been receiving a good Many messages from the 
President in regard to the problem of food production. We all know there 
is a very serious condition in this country, and he has said to me—he sent 
me letters and telegrams saying that Kansas was expected to do her full part 
in increasing the production on the farms of this State—that they look upon 
this as one of the great grain-producing States in the Union, and he hoped 
we would do everything in our power to increase the acreage of our State, 
and we have been doing it. The farmers of. this State are exerting every 
possible effort. And the other day I sent President Wilson a telegram in 
which I said to him that I was glad to report to him that Kansas was doing 
everything possible to increase the acreage: that I believed that we would 


waste of the millions of bushels of corn and barley and other grains that are 
needed at this time by adopting prohibition as a war measure. [Applause, } 
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At the same time I sent a written telegram to every one of the governors 
, Of the other forty-seven States of this Union, asking them to join with us in 
| the appeal to the Federal Government. [Applause.] I am glad to be able to 
;report to you to-day that at the present time I have letters and telegrams 
;from twenty-six governors who tell me that they have sent word to Wash- 
j ington that they desire to go on record as being in favor of the proposition. 
, LApplause. ] : 

] Another matter that I have appealed to Washington. I have sent a tele- 
|gram to the Secretary of War. I said to him that Kansas was going to do 
her full share in sending young men to the front. That we already had some- 
| thing like ten or twelve thousand of the clean, manly, young Kansans who 
-have enlisted and who would be there when they were ready for them, and 
that-in justice to those young men and in justice and fairness to the people 
of Kansas, who were giving their young men to the country, that I was going 
\to insist on behalf of the State of Kansas that from now on we should have 
clean military camps. [Applause.] I told them that I knew that this Gov- 
ernment of ours was powerful enough and strong enough that it could, if it 
would, put a stop to these moral pests and parasites that prey upon our 
‘military camps. [Applause.] 

It was suffered, of course, in times past, but the time has now passed 
‘when this business will be tolerated by the American people. [Applause.] 
'And I intend to raise my voice constantly and emphatically until it is stopped. 
‘ Another thing I appealed to the President on. Out here in Kansas when 
we have anything on our hands, we feel that we ought to speak out and let 
it be known, and usually we don’t hesitate to talk plainly about these things. 
‘I sent another telegram to President Wilson a few weeks ago, telling him 
that in Kansas we thought a stop should be put to this food gambling busi- 
ness. [Amen, and applause.| They tell us that thousands of bushels of 
‘potatoes are held up on the tracks around Chicago, and several cars of eges 
‘and so on and other needed preducts that are held in storage, on the tracks, 
‘in railroad trains, by speculators who are coining the suffering of the women 
and children into dirty dollars—criminal, I say it is. Men who are engaged 
in that kind of business are traitors to their country. [Great applause.] 
And the penitentiary, I think, is too good for that kind of people. [Applause. | 
We are going to howl about that business until we see that something is 
done with it. 


A Voice. Governor, why not send those fellows to war? 


GoveRNoR Carrer. We are confronted by the gravest crisis that ever 
has confronted this nation, the most serious times ahead of us, I think, that 
we have ever known. I doubt whether the mass of the people, at least out in 
this Middle West, realize at this time the seriousness of the situation that 
now confronts us. I think by reason of the information that I got from 
Washington, from the President and from the Secretary of War, and from 
the National Council for Defense, that I am in position probably to know the 
‘inside condition of things. I want to say to you that I am satisfied that 
we have entered into a war which is going to last at least two years, and 
probably several years. It is a serious situation. Perhaps a good many of 
you may be aware of the fact that for a good many years I talked pretty 
strongly against war. You may have suspected that when Chairman Little 
here told you that I came from a Quaker father and mother—a good Quaker 
father and mother taught me that war, as a means of settling disputes be- 
tween nations, was barbarous, and uncivilized, and senseless, and really the 
greatest calamity that could come to any people. And so, from my earliest 
days in the newspaper and in public speech I have constantly and emphat- 
ically talked for the policy of peace. But there comes a time when all pa- 
‘tience seems to be exhausted. It seems to me that the developments of the 
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last few months bring us to the point where no patriotic citizen, no patriotic 
American, can possibly condone some of the acts of the war lords of Europe 
without the loss of our own self-respect. We are into it now, and there is 
no longer any room for argument. We are in it up to our necks, and the only 
thing we can do is to put up the very best fight possible, and I know that 
the sentiment of the people of Kansas is for getting behind the Government, 
standing unitedly and loyally behind our Government at Washington, stand- 
ing as one people, regardless of place, regardless of creed, or regardless of. 
party affiliations. 
We have, in Kansas, a good many foreign-born citizens. They are among 
our best citizens. There are a good many Germans in this State. I had a 
very interesting experience over here near the east line of Kansas in the 
town of Pittsburg. It is one of the most cosmopolitan cities of its size in the 
State. I happened to be at an entertainment a few weeks ago where there 
were representatives of thirty-one nations present. Thirty-one men repre- 
senting thirty-one different countries arose, one by one, with the flag of their 
own nation, of their native land, in one hand, and the flag of America in 
the other hand, and in a hand-grip with the chief executive of this State, each 
one pledged his allegiance and his loyalty to the State of Kansas and to the 
United States of America. [Applause.] I don’t believe there is a disloyal 
citizen in the State of Kansas. | 
I am going to close this rather rambling talk that I have made here this. 
afterncon with a poem that has spirit in it. You have not heard enough yet | 
about Kansas, but this really has the western spirit in it. It is an eloquent | 
poem. I am not very strong on poetry myself. The fact is, this is about the | 
only poem I could get up here and recite properly, or attempt to recite. | 
It was written by a newspaper friend of mine, Arthur Chapman, who at / 
one time lived in Kansas, but is now in Denver, the editor of a paper out | 
there. I think you will be glad to hear it, because of the western spirit that | 
is in it. We believe in these things out here. | 
} 
“OUT WHERE THE WEST BEGINS. | 
“Out where the hand clasps a little stronger, 
Out where a smile dwells a little longer— 
That’s where the West begins. | 
Out where the sun is a little brighter, 
Where the snow that falls is a trifle whiter, 
Where the bonds of home are a wee bit tighter— 
That’s where the West begins. 


“Out where the skies are a trifle bluer, 
Out where friendship’s a little truer— 
That’s where the West begins. 
Out where a fresher breeze is blowing, 
Where there’s laughter in every streamlet flowing, 
Where there’s more of reaping and less of sowing— 
That’s where the West begins. 





“Out where the world is in the making, 
Where fewer hearts with despair are aching— 
That’s where the West begins. 
Where there’s more of singing and less of sighing, 
Where there’s more of giving and less of buying, 
Where a man makes friends without half trying— 
That’s where the West begins.” 
And I expect, my friends, to-day that is right here in Wichita, Kansas. 
[Great applause. ] F 














UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 479 


Bishop Howard led in singing, “John Brown’s Body Lies Moldering in 
the Grave,” amid great demonstration on the part of the Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Conference will be in order. 

Bisuor Four. A matter of privilege. I am sure, Mr. Chairman, that as 
an amendment we are ready to give our verdict that the State of Kansas has 
achieved its excellent position among the States by actual achievement. I 
was reminded of a story one of my friends told me not long ago of an old 
lady in a testimony meeting who had come from Jamestown, Ohio, to the 
Grace Methodist Church in the city of Dayton. She was constantly referring, 
in her testimony, to the superior privileges, beauties, and conditions of James- 
town, and at the conclusion of one of these testimonies, somebody arose and 
said that they hoped to get to heaven when life’s work was done; if not, 
they did hope to get as far as Jamestown. |[Laughter.] And if we, east of 
the river, should miss that higher goal, maybe we will reach Kansas some 
day. [Laughter.] 

Indiana, by a statutory enactment a few months ago, put the saloon out 
of that great State. [Applause.] That State is adjacent to the State of Ohio. 
In the States of Indiana and Illinois are three jurists who have distinguished 
themselves by believing that the laws are put upon the statute books to be 
honored and obeyed. Believing so, heither the emoluments of office, the 
threat of political annihilation, or large sums of money have been able to 
turn them from their convictions. One is my fellow-townsman, Judge Ander- 
son, of the Episcopal Church. He sent a carload of rich fellows to the pen- 
itentiary a few months ago. [Applause.] Another is Judge K. M. Landis, of 
Chicago, a product of a United Brethren home, a grandson of Bishop Kumler, 
Senior. He belongs to the same class. The third is a member of this Gen- 
eral Conference. His voice has been heard just once. I refer to Walter 
Brewer, judge of the Fifth Judicial District of Illinois. [Applause.] He has 
sent them by dozens over the same road. Prior to his election and before 
the county option laws were in vogue, he put every saloon out of his county 
when he was prosecuting attorney, to start with. [Applause.] I think it is 
due to us, due to our great Church, and to the judge that he be brought for- 
ward. I am not going to ask him to speak, but I want you to see him. 
| Applause.] In the midst of the busiest days he goes home every Sunday to 
teach his Sunday-school class in our little church at Toledo, Illinois. I 
don’t ask him to speak. Brother Brewer, come forward. 

Rev. H. R. Hess. I want the news to get this far west that in West 
Virginia, when the days come for voting, we do something. We put liquor 
out of business by ninety-two thousand majority. I want the news to get 
this far west. 

At this point Judge Brewer was escorted to the platform, and the Con- 
ference arose and saluted him. 

Judge Brewer addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen of this Conference: To me it 
would be much easier, perhaps, to say “convention,” but I hope I will become 
accustomed to the word “conference,” as I have the thought of the Conference. 
I happened to he off of this floor. i didn’t know just what was the matter 
until a fellow hustled me up the stairway. I am glad to have the pleasure, 
and I promise you now that I am not a candidate for any job. I came 
here for the purpose of learning what little I could along the lines of the 
duty of a real United Brethren, and, if possible, gain some ideas that might 
help me in the weak manner that I might be capable of putting forth in 
earrying out a better conception of the ideas that I previously had or the 
new ones that I may gain here. 

It is indeed a great pleasure to me to be a member of this Conference. 
fApplause.] Sometimes I have thought a considerable time has been wasted. 
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I know of no better time than the present to suggest a thought that has been 
upon my mind since the second day of this Conference, and I suggest it now 
for fear that I won’t have the nerve to, suggest it at any other time, and that 
is this: Upon whomsoever devolves the duty of formulating the program for 
the next General Conference, that good judgment will be exercised in fixing 
a program providing for business. It is work, pure; sincere, unadulterated, 
and consecrated, that the church needs and that the Master needs, and not so 
much talking about it. [Applause and Amen.] I think it is well to plan. 
This is a day not only of concentration, but sometimes of retrenchment; but 
along the line of attempting to do good, I take it that there is no need of 
any retrenchment. We need concentration, we need consecration, and we 
need all of the push and “pep” that we can possibly put into the work. I 
am convinced that it is a time for us to do those things which are expressed 
in the sentiment of the lines, “to do noble deeds, not to dream them all day, 
nor all year long,” for I believe it is the opinion and good judgment of the 
people assembled here, and all of those whom we represent, and expresses 
more of the public when he says that it is not what we say, but what we do 
that makes us worthy of His grace. 


PROFESSOR Kepren. If the chair please, I would like, if possible, for the 
members of the Christian Stewardship Committee to be excused for a few 
minutes to have a meeting at once. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you excuse them? 

Voices. Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT. If the Rey. Dr. Lucas is present, will he come upon the 
platform? 

Chancellor Lucas then came to the platform. 

THE PRESIDENT. I have the pleasure of introducing Rey. Dr. Lucas, 
president of the Kansas City University, a school owned jointly by the Meth- 
odist Protestant. and United Brethren churches, and he will tell you some- 
thing about the school and the great work in which he jis engaged. 

Chancellor J. H. Lucas addressed the Conference as follows: 


As the good Bishop has said, I am here in a peculiar, if not unique, 
position. I am not a member of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
and yet I am the official head of one of its educational institutions; that is 
because, as the Bishop has said, my own denomination shares with yours 
the ownership and control of the Kansas City University. And let me here 
say that so complete has been the merging of the educational interests of 
the two denominations at Kansas City that there, if it shall never be so else- 
where, the two communions are absolutely one. [Applause.}] We have 
learned at Kansas City that we live and believe and work alike; that the 
things in which we are alike are the many things and the vital things; that 
the things in which we are not alike are so few and so unimportant that we 
need not even think of them. €o0 hearty has been the co-operation of my 
United Brethren fellow-workers, and so sympathetic and cordial has been 
my reception in United Brethren circles in this great West, that I have almost 
forgotten that my name is recorded in another division of the Lord’s army. 
Therefore, if I should happen to say “we” or “OUTS,” ac speak of United 
Brethren—well, I have the permission of your Bishop and my Bishop, Bishop 
Kephart, to use these very words, I believe that about the only reason 
that I am not a United Brethren is that I happened to be born of Methodist 
Protestant parents and was reared in a Methodist Protestant home, and I am 
not responsible for that, and yet I. would say to you that I am not ashamed 
of it, nor sorry for it. 

Another reason that I feel very comfortable and at home here this after- 
noon is that splendid reception given by the last General Conference tOsane 
body of Methodist Protestants—a delegation of which I chanced to be-a 
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member. I never can forget, brethren, that sacred scene at Decatur when 
it seemed to me that heaven came just a little nearer to the earth than on 
any public occasion at which I ever happened to be a participant. [Applause. ] 

I was assigned a subject for this occasion. I was to talk upon “Gathering 
the Means of Carrying Forward Our Educational Work.” That very state- 
ment suggests the existence of means for this great work, and the possibility 
of getting the means together. . Of course, it involves also the plans and 
problems of means gathered. 

I wish to say, I believe in organization for carrying on the work of 
education in our denomination. I believe these means are in the hands of 
God’s people. I know there are some poor United Brethren and Methodist 
Protestant churches. But when I think of the splendid homes, of the broad 
acres, of the great bank-stock accounts, and of the cattle, and of the mag- 
nificent twelve-cylinder cars in which I have been carried from place to 
place, as I have enjoyed the hospitality of the constituents of Kansas City 
University, I can see no reason why the highly-favored sons and daughters 
of the Church should not get behind their less-fortunate brothers and sisters 
who say, ‘See how poor we are; we cannot do it.” Friends, only a few dol- 
lars apiece on the average from the people would amply endow all the edu- 
cational interests of our churches. And if our people would tithe, as we 
believe they ought to do, we would have to find new channels for beneficence, 
as well as to widen and deepen the old ones. Give me one-tenth of the tithe 
of the constituency of Kansas City University, and I will guarantee to double 
the salaries of all the under-paid teachers, and pay them promptly and endow 
amply the institution with the income of a single year. 

We have the money. I believe it can be gotten. We must, however, in- 
form our people of the needs. I believe that Methodist Protestants and 
United Brethren are just as consecrated and willing to respond freely as any 
other people when they come to see the necessity and understand the will of 
the Master concerning their relation to that necessity. But they must under- 
stand and be made to realize that Christ’s mission here upon earth was edu- 
cational as well as evangelistic and sociological; that he came to teach as 
well as to save and to minister. Now, do not misunderstand—not primarily 
to teach. He came primarily to save, but to teach and to minister, that he 
might save. If we appreciate his mission on earth, we must teach as well 
as he. He said of himself; “I am the light of the world.” He said to his 
disciples, “Ye are the light of the world.” How are we to understand these 
statements? Let us remember that he also said, “As the Father hath sent 
me, so I send you.” He came as a teacher from God to reveal to. man the 
things from God. If the church is to carry on his work, it must not neglect 
this. It must continue that, especially if we are to protect the children of 
men against the godless symbolism and groundless unitarianism and the new 
theology and the senseless Christian Science. [Applause.] 

There are some things that must be remembered as necessary to the suc- 
cessful gathering of money for educational work. I will Just mention one 
or two of them: First of all, there must be wisdom and skill in the manage- 
ment of our educational institutions. The day has passed, my friends, when 
the work of such institutions can be conducted by just any person. People 
begin to realize that not every institution, born of a noble purpose, is needed. 
First, then we must be sure that they are needed; Second, that they are 
properly managed; and, third, that the management is absolutely above re- 
proach—is wise and capable. : ; 7 

There should be great care in the selection of men who are sent into 
the fields to represent such institutions. I tell you that the day has passed 
that anybody who cannot get an appointment at his annual conference should 
be allowed to go into the field as a representative of a college. j [ Voices: ecou 
are right.” Applause.] Here, as in the management, a “prince in Israel” 
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is needed. He must be morally clean. He must be scrupulously honest. He 
must be exactly truthful. He must be resourceful, self-sacrificing. If he 
lacks in any of these points, he is liable to do more harm than good to the 
cause he represents. He must be broad. There is great opportunity for the 
exercise of the most wonderful genius. He must be a student of methods. 
He-must, in a word, become an expert. : 

A good many years ago when I was a pastor in western Pennsylvania, 
there came an itinerant dentist our way, and so expert was he at pulling 
teeth that the crowds that gathered in the town square cheered as one after 
another of their fellow townsmen went up to the chair on the platform and 
had his teeth extracted, or some of them, and came back smiling as though 
he had passed through the niost delightful experience of his life. [Laughter.| 

Now, my friends, a successful monéy-gatherer for an educational institu- 
tion should be an expert like that [Laughter.], one who has learned to extract 
gold coins from the tight-wad church member and leave him smilingly 
grateful for discharging a long-neglected duty. [Applause.] If any of you 
here think you can do it, see me after awhile. I have a job for you. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Now, I have two suggestions to make, and I am through. I do not know 
whether they will be welcome or not. I have made them to my own church, 
and some of my brethren have said: “You are simply ahead of the times, 
that is all. These things ought to be done.” The first one relates directly 
to the subject, the other possibly indirectly. 


The first one is this: I suggest to you that we do not ask enough of 
our people for educational work. Is that so? Do you know the people of 
our day like to be coupled with large things? This is a day of big enterprises. 
Many an enterprise in the name of Jesus Christ has failed because it has been 
presented in such a way and so small an amount has been asked for that 
the people think it is not worth while. My friends, we go crippling along, 
afraid to tell the people what we ought to have—an endowment of a million 
or two millions of dollars. We talk too often of one hundred thousand or 
two hundred thousand. Let us ask largely, that our joy may be full. 

The next suggestion is this—and it arises from a condition which has 
prevailed to some extent in my denomination; I hope it does not prevail in 
yours, or never has—did you ever know of money raised for endowment that 
was misappropriated? Now, I don’t mean stolen—not that. But under the 
press of a great emergency, used by local trustees for something else than 
that for which it was raised. Now, of course, it was only borrowed; that is 
all. It was to come back again at the first opportunity. But the emergency 
continued, and the opportunity mever came, and the confidence of the people 
was destroyed. Have you ever known of anything of that sort? I hope it 
has never happened in your Church. The suggestion is this: That all the 
money raised for endowment purposes for our educational institutions should 
be put in the control of a general endowment board for the whole Church. 
That is a suggestion you have not thought of before. You are not ready to 
applaud. JI know the difficulties that are in the way. A sreat foundation 


fund, controlled by an entire denomination, removed forever the temptation. 


of local trustees for using that money for any other purposes. And one other 
great purpose subserved in that thing would be schools in localities where 
the churches are weak receiving help from that portion of the Church which 
is.able to help. The endowment fund being administered by a wise -board 
that knows the educational needs of all the churches. Why should this not 
be, as well as the Board of Foreign Missions, for instance, using all money 
for foreign missions instead of gathering a little here for one mission and 
a little over there for another, and so on. Why not? Think of it, friends 
Think of it. It is my hobby with regard to endowment, and I believe that 


sometime your Church and every other church will find use for a suggestion - 
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like this. Our people—your people—will give two dollars for one if they 
know that their money is subserved by a corporation elected by this great 
body and administering the affairs of these funds. I know it will be go. 
[Applause. | 


THE PRESIDENT. What is the pleasure of the General Conference? 

Dr. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I have a brief recom- 
mendation I would like to have referred to the Committee on Church Gov- 
ernment, touching the expression “general steward.’ “We recommend that 
all reference to general steward of charge and to superintendent's steward 
be eliminated. See pages 31, 32, and 35. [Signed] J. E. SHANNON, J. A. 
Bray.” I move this be referred to the Committee on Church Government. 

Seconded, motion adopted, and it is so referred. 

THE PRESIDENT. I presume that you would better elect some of your gsec- 
retaries. Prepare your ballots for General Sunday-school Secretary. 

SECRETARY Lyter. The Bishop desires me to announce the following as 
the board of tellers for the election of Sunday-school Secretary: C. L. Ray- 
mond, Mark Keppel, H. G. Hansel, A. H. Roose, and P. W. Drury. 

The Conference then balloted for General Sunday-school Secretary, and 
the tellers retired to make the count. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, we will hear the report on Foreign Missions. 

J. H. Rursusn. I move to adopt the report, item by item. 

Seconded; motion adcpted. 

THe PRESIDENT. Now, proceed with the first item. 

Secretary Hammack read the report of the Committee on Foreign Mis- 
sions. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Your Committee on Foreign Missions respectfully submits the following 

ort: 
: We have studied, with keen appreciation, the quadrennial addresses of 
our General Secretary and Foreign Missionary Bishop, and recognize and 
heartily endorse the progress already made in the great constructive pro- 
gram for our work abroad looking toward the establishment: of a strong, 
native Church. 

The committee has noted with pleasure the statement of work brought 
to the General Conference by the Woman’s Missionary Association, and ex- 
presses deepest appreciation of their increasing service. 

We record our profound gratitude to God for the marvelous victories 
achieved on the field through the work of our heroic missionaries amidst 
unheard-of conditions of hardship and testings, and accept the new and 
unparalleled challenge which the present world situation presents, as the 
eall of God to our denomination for the strengthening of our work already 
established and the speedy occupancy of the whole field committed to us. 

We unanimously endorse these aims: , 

1. The providing of adequate educational facilities at a total cost of 
about one hundred thousand dollars for the training of a large number of 
able, native leaders. 

2. The completion at the earliest possible date of the program for new 
buildings and equipment in church houses, hospitals, printing plants, and 
missionary residences at a probable cost of seventy-five thousand dollars. 

3. The planting of pioneer forces within the centers of the second half 
of our assigned territory, with its vast, untouched areas; containing a pop- 
ulation of two and one-half million souls. To meet the extraordinary needs 
in these unusual times of the work already established, and to provide for 
the unentered fields, it is our conviction that. the denomination, by the pro- 
gram of this General Conference, should contribute one hundred and seventy- 


. 
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five thousand dollars annually for the support of the current work during 


the next quadrennium, 

We recommend the following changes in the constitution of the Foreign 
Missionary Society, as it appears in the Discipline, pages 130 to 137. 

1. Add to Article II. the following: “The supreme aim of the Missionary 
Society shall be to establish a self-supporting, native church in each field.” 

Upon request of a mission council abroad, the society is hereby granted 


authority to take such steps in co-operation and federation of work abroad 


with other missions, after careful consideration, as may be necessary and 
desirable for the highest development of a victorious, native Church. 
2. In Article V., the second line from the last, eliminate the words 


“each week” and “page.” The clause will then read: “And have the use of | 
cone page in the Religious Telescope, which shall be conducted by the general | 


secretary, subject to the approval of the editor.” 


3. Article IX., to be practically unchanged, but restated and rearranged 


to read as follows: 
‘NUTIES OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY. 
“1, It shall be the duty of the general secretary to promote the dissem- 


ination of missionary information throughout the Church by tracts, books, | 
and other publications; through conventions, rallies, and institutes, he shall 


endeavor to create a missionary atmosphere; direct the organization of mis- 


sion study classes; introduce missionary instruction in the Sabbath school; | 


assist the Sabbath-school superintendent, the president of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society, and the pastor to introduce a regular system of giving to 
missions, . 

“2. The general secretary shall diligently study the administrative 


problem of the work abroad, so as to employ such agencies as shall lead 
to the development of a strong, native Church. He shall exercise diligence | 


to discover and encourage those whom the Holy Spirit has called to foreign 


missionary work, shall bring them to the attention of the society and execu- | 


tive committee for appointment, and shall assist candidates in the prep- 
aration for their work before going to the field. 

“3. He shall keep a correct record of the society, and conduct its cor- 
respondence. He shall be the custodian of all its legal papers. He sghall 


prepare an annual report of the work of the society and a quadrennial report | 


to the General Conference; shall call meetings of the executive committee 
to transact business.” 

4. In Article XI., line 5, change “mission” to “missionary,” and in lines 
5 and 6, substitute for the phrase “and the promotion of the laymen’s mis- 
sionary movement,” the following: “and men’s brotherhood.” It will then 


read, “The introduction of missionary training in the Sunday school and 


men’s brotherhood.” 

5. Hliminate Article XIV. on a foreign mission district. 

6. In Article XV., to be numbered XIV., eliminate paragraph 1 and 
change paragraph 2 so as to read as follows: 

“A foreign mission conference is composed of all foreign missionaries 
bearing credentials from the board, ordained native ministers, licentiates, and 


one lay delegate from each charge developing self-support according to the 


system adopted by the conference.” 
The remainder of the article to remain unchanged. 
7. To conform to changes herein recommended, and to secure a more 
orderly statement, Article XVI., to be numbered XV., should read as follows: 
“1. The Bishop elected by the General Conference as a general super- 


intendent over our foreign mission conferences, shall preside, when possible, 
’ 


at the annual session of each foreign mission conference. 


He shall gi 
attention to the large problems of each field, and, by c gee 


ounseling with the 
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missionaries and native workers, seek to establish native churches and in- 
stitutions filled with a passion for evangelism, strong in self-support and 
able ultimately to extend and direct their own work without aid from other 
lands. 

“2. The Bishop assigned to the foreign fields shall work in co-operation 
with the Foreign Missionary Society and with the mission council on the 
field, and seek to interpret the néeds and viewpoint of each to the other. 

“3. The Mission Board shall appoint a mission superintendent over each 
mission conference for one term, subject to reappointment, or his tenure of 
office may be terminated at any time at the discretion of the board. 

“The mission superintendent of each field, in co-operation with the board 
and the Bishop of the district, shall arrange the work and take supervision 
of the conference. He shall report quarterly the condition and needs of the 
field to the general secretary of the Mission Board and to the Bishop of the 
district. 

“4. The Bishop of the district, and each mission superintendent shall 
submit an annual report to the Foreign Mission Board.” 

8. In Article XVII., to be numbered Article XVI., third line, substitute 
“Hoard” for “boards.” 

9. In Article XVIII., to be numbered XVII., strike out the words “dis- 
trict or’ in two places: last line page 135 and first line page 136. Substitute 
“on” for “in,” line 8, page 136. 

10. Article XIX., to be numbered XVIII., to be changed so as to read: 


“DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


“The number of delegates from foreign mission conferences to the Gen- 
eral Conference, not in excess of ratio to annual conferences in America, 
and the manner of their election shall be determined by Foreign Missionary 
Board. The board shall meet the expenses of the delegates from their 
respective fields to and from their places of residence in the United States, 
or if such delegates have no place of residence in the United States, to and 
from the ports of entry, and all additional expenses shall be met by the 
General Conference, as in the case of other delegates.” 

11. Articles XX. and XXI. are to be numbered XIX. and XX. respec- 
tively.—|[Signed] W. E. Snyprer, Chairman; G. D. Barporr, Secretary. 


Tur Prestpent. Now, we have thirty-five minutes until four o’clock. 
We have another program on then. We must dispose of this in thirty-five 
minutes and two or three other reports like it. Now, brethren, don’t talk 
ualess you have something to say. We will begin the ether program if we 
can at four o’clock and will close at five. [ am determinod that no man shali 
speak on that program over fifteen minutes. Proceed. 

BisuHop Four, I would like to move that we adopt this report as a whole. 
It is so complete. Why not do it? 

Dr. J. M. Puitirrr. A question of interpretation, first, on page 2, the 
first article, No. 2; does the item mean a hard-and-fast rule-~one page a 
week in the Religious Telescope—or does it mean that the rule of the last 
quadreunium shall prevail—that in accordance with the size of the paper and 
in accordance with the duty to other departments of the Church, this shall 
pe considered, and devote such space as is available? I asi whether it is 
a hard-and-fast rule or whether adjustable to circumstances? 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. It is made as a suggestion in No. 2. As previously 
stated, it required one page every week, and we just eliminated that so as to 
conform to any general agreement that might be entered into, 

Dr. Puiiuierr. Except that clause failed to eliminate by a special resolu- 
tion. It stayed in. This is to take it out to conform to the regular order? 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. This is to conform to the regular action when we 
agreed to have it every two weeks. 
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Doctor Puimxrprr. All right. I second the motion. 

Dr. C. W. BREWBAKER. May I have the privilege of the floor? 

THE PRESIDENT. If there are no objections. ; 

Doctor BREWBAKER. On the second page it reads, under duties of the | 
general secretary, “introduce missionary instruction in the Sabbath school.” 
Should this not be under the General Sunday-school Secretary and Church | 
Erection? It cught to be worded so that there will be some unity in the 
effort. 

Dr. A. C. Stppart. Also on that point it has been agreed that certain 
parts of the year be divided between home missions and foreign missions. 
This says that the Foreign Missionary Society may introduce that any time of 
the year. 

Dr. 8. S. Houcu. There is an article of the constitution unchanged, that 
makes no change at all. It was thought best not to touch that phase of it 
for the reason that there may be a report following this from the Finance 
Commission, which will make some additional changes from what we had. | 
Hence, if that. be true, then the Discipline will have to be correlated to meet 
that need, and knowing that that would arise, we thought we would not | 
meddle with that part, and left it just as it was. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I do not propose to prolong discussion, but I would 
like to call attention to the statement of the duties of the general secretary. 
The two paragraphs are not properly divided. The first paragraph down to | 
the ninth line relates to the duties of the general secretary in the home | 
field. Then the second part, to the duties of the secretary in his office, | 
keeping record and so forth. Then the beginning of the second paragraph 
refers to his work in relation to the foreign field; I would like to suggest 
that the first paragraph end with the ninth line, with the words, “regular | 
system of giving to missions’; then the second paragraph come next— | 
“The general secretary shall diligently study the administrative program 
of the work abroad,” and so on. And then make paragraph 3 of the follow- | 
ing: “The general secretary shall keep a correct record of the society, and | 
conduct its correspondence. He shall be the custodian of all its legal 
papers. He shall prepare an annual report of the work of the society and a 
quadrennial report to the General Conference; shall call meetings of the 
executive committee to transact business.” That gives a better construction | 
to the paragraphs. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you all agree to that? 

VOICES. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESENT. ‘Are you ready to vote? 

The report was adopted. : | 

THE PRESIDENT. We got through with it in six minutes. We will hear | 
the report of the tellers on election of Sunday-school Secretary. 


Secretary. Hammack read tellers’ report on election of Sunday-school 
Secretary, as follows: 
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[Signed] Cuarnes L, RAYMOND, Chairman. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. Charles W. Brewbaker as your 
General Sunday-school Secretary 
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E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. At the suggestion and request of a 
number of laymen, I would like to offer this resolution: 

“In view of the largely increased cost of living and the constantly 
greater demands made upon our Church officers, Resolved, that, beginning 
July 1, 1917, the salaries of those officers fixed at above $2,500 per year be 
increased five per. cent., and of those under $2,500 be increased ten per cent. 
[Signed] E. L. SHury.” 

E. L. SuHury. I move the adoption of this resolution. 

M. H. Myers, of Allegheny Conference, I would like to second that 
motion. - 

E. L. SuHury. I do not like to take time, but I would like to call atten- 
tion to one or two things. I don’t think we thought yesterday when voting 
upon some of these questions. Indeed, I did not realize until after we had 
voted—but the figures given us are exactly the figures that have prevailed 
for four years, and scme of them for eight years and longer. I hdve not 
forgotten the fact that I am a son of a United Brethren preacher; that I went 
through about all that some of you talk of as a boy and a young man, and 
know something of the sufferings and the difficulties of the families of our 
general officers. It is not all poetry by any means. The salary then was 
less than one-third of what it is now. But in proportion to the cost of 
living, it was about as large as it is now. We know that in these four years 
the cost of living has increased fifty per cent. We have got to measure the 
salary, the income, to the living of the men whom we choose, not by what 
we have to do where we are, but by what it costs where we require them to 
live. And I think it is a very fair thing. We men in business can increase 
the prices of our products so we can come out even, and the farmer in these 
days can, by an advancement of the price of his hogs. But these men on 
salary have to live just on the same little amount that they lived on before. 
They have no means of making it go farther. In our own city, a bookkeeper 
with no responsibility, and many of them without education, receives more 
money—many of them—than we pay the editors of our papers. In our 
city, the young clerks in good manufacturing establishments, with no general 
responsibility, receive higher salaries than we pay our Bishops and our 
Publishing Agent. Now, I submit to you men, you laymen particularly— 
and I am talking to laymen, because we have got to pay the bill—I submit 
that it is not fair to require these men upon whom we put great, big respon- 
sibilities and of whom we require the very best that is in them, and of whom 
we require that they give all their time and effort to our work, that they 
shall pay for the privilege as they seem to do in this day of ours. And so, 
Mr. Chairman, I urge that this resolution be adopted. 

J. H. Lirrir, of Kansas Conference. I happen to be one of the lay- 
men, and I am heartily in favor of this motion. I just wanted to say that 
much and let you know that I believe in it. We have to follow the same plan 
jn our business, and have for the last three years, and why should we not 
follow it in the Church? And then we laymen, when we get home, if we have 
not done it already, I think the preachers who serve us at home, in our local 
fields, deserve the same consideration that we are giving to these men. I 
am heartily in favor of this resolution. 

S. C. CaLpweELL, of Nebraska Conference. I don’t think I have taken 
much of the time of this General Conference. I don’t think I am opvosed 
to anything for the benefit of the ministry. I guess I know the hardships 
of the ministry and have gone through them. I was on this committee, 
and while I was in favor of a raise, I took into consideration these things— 
difficulties that I think you will all have to consider. This salary is fixed 
for a term of four years, and we know that we are in perilous times. We 
don’t know what is going to happen in four years to some of us in our 
struggling course to win. Some of us felt that if this increase should be 
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made all along the line and anything should happen in the future, as it 
may happen, it might retard our work greatly and hinder our work all along 
the line. I am sure these worthy officers of the Church deserve more money. 
But we who live in the West know something of the condition and know 
that.our people, many of them, feel that we have all that we can bear, 
and it would hinder I think rather than help in our work to make this 
increase now. I want to oppose that. 


Rev. D. L. Dovus, of Oklahoma Conference. I am sure I would be in 
favor, if we could have our salaries raised. I would like it and I am sure 
every preacher would. But I am going to ask a question. Before I ask 
that question, I would say this word—I would rather have a salary one- 
third less and know I am going to get it in reasonable time than to know 
that it would drag along for two or three years and then not know whether 
I will get it at all. I would like to ask the treasurer how many dollars do 
we lack of paying our obligations to the officers of this Church? I would 
like to ask that question before I can vote intelligently upon raising the 
salaries for the future. Are we not behind several hundreds of thousands 
of dollars? 

THE PRESIDENT. The treasurer can answer. 

THE TREASURER. They have been paid in full, if I understand your ques- 
tion. 

Rey, D. L. Dous. Then I will ask this question: Did you borrow money 
to pay it? : 

L. O. Mitter. Not specifically to pay salaries. I have borrowed money 
to run the departments. The amount has varied each year. It is much less 
at the present time than it was two years ago. 

Rey. EH. H. Waters. How much are we behind now for the quadrennium? 

TREASURER MILLER. Well, I suppose forty to fifty thousand dollars for 
borrowed money. 

Rey. E. H. Waters. Then, Mr. Chairman, I would like to know what is 
going to become of these strong articles advising retrenchment for the next 
quadrennium. I believe this should be voted down. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. I recognize what the pastor has 
to do in the field. I move to amend this motion by increasing the pastor’s 
salary in the same proportion—or increase the pastor’s salary twenty-five 
per cent, é 

Rev. D. P. McCoy, of Indiana Conference. The pastor’s salary ‘is one 
thing and the general officer’s salary is another thing. And I think for the 
efficiency and consecration of our officers we should not embarrass them in 
this public discussion. I move the previous question. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those who will order the previous question will show 
the hand. Opposed, by like sign. The previous question is ordered. Those 
who favor the resolution offered by Mr. Shuey for increasing the salaries 
of the general officers will show the hand, Those opposed by like sign. It 
does not prevail. ; 

Dr. C, W. Kurrz. I have this resolution to offer, which is an amend- 
ment to the Joint Committee: That Col, Robert Cowden be elected general 
Sunday-school secretary emeritus without salary. 

THE PRESIDENT. As many as favor the resolution to make Colonel Cowden 
secretary emeritus without salary, will show the hand. Opposed, like sign. 
The motion prevails. 

Rey, J. H. Durron. With a good deal of hesitancy and yet in considera- 
tion of the very long service he has rendered to the Church, and being his 
pastor, and knowing the condition in his home, I want to make a motion 


that the General Conference give to him a salary of $1,000 during the quad-. 


rennium, 
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Tue Prestipent. As many as favor Brother Dutton’s motion will show 
the hand. As many as are opposed will show the hand. The chair is not 
able to decide. 


A division is called for. 

THE PRESIDENT. As many as favor Mr. Dutton’s motion will please stand 
and be counted. Fifty-nine stand for. 

THE PRESIDENT. AS Many as are opposed will stand and be counted. 
Ninety-four stand against. 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion is lost. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to offer this 
resolution: That on page fifty-five of the Discipline, in Item 8 of Section VII., 
the word “eight” be substituted for the word “six,” so that it will read as 
follows: “VIII. The conference superintendent shall earnestly endeavor to 
arouse the membership of the church to a more uniform performance of 
their duties on a minimum salary of eight hundred dollars and percentage 
on each church and shall suggest the most practical means for securing 
the same.”’ 

THE PRESIDENT. That is to be referred to the printer; it changes the 
Discipline. 

Dr. V. W. Overton. I move that it be so referred. 

Seconded. Motion adopted and it is so referred. 

Jupece McFaun. I don’t know what program is on for this afternoon. 
I am sure [I don’t want to stand in the way of any educational features that 
you may wish to introduce. But the matter of business of this Conference is 
exceedingly important just now and in view of that fact I move that the 
special order previously set for four o’clock this. afternoon be postponed, and 
that we proceed with the business of this Conference. If we don’t do that, 
brethren, I don’t know when we are going to get away from here. If we 
adjourn on Monday, we certainly should do this. We will crowd some im- 
portant legislation into the last few hours of this Conference, and we won’t 
know whether we are going or coming, if you will pardon that expression. 
Some of the laymen have come here at a tremendous sacrifice. While we 
don’t want to stand in the way of any progressive, forward movement of 
this Church, we did come here for the purpose of transacting legislation for 
the best interests of this general Church. And I think that in all fairness it 
should be done first, and then let these other interests be taken up after- 
wards. 

Docror Fuuton, of Allegheny Conference. I second the motion. 

The motion prevailed, 

Tur PRESIDENT. We must elect the Foreign Missionary Secretary, and 
then if the pages will distribute the reports of the Home Missionary and the 
Church Erection committees, at the same time, we will have the tellers an- 
nounced, and they will come forward. 

SecreTaARy Lyter. The tellers for Foreign Missionary Secretary are: 
L. Harter, W. G. Bailey, H. C. Cridland, J. H. Ruebush, H. W. Widdoes. 

The Conference then balloted for General Secretary of Foreign Missions, 
and the tellers retired to count the vote. 

Rev. F. G. Rapasaucn, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Ernest Philipps 
of the West Virginia delegation has been called home for duties by telegram 
and leaves for home to-night and wishes to be excused. 

Tre PRESIDENT. Are you agreed? 

Votcms. Agreed, agreed. 

Te PRESIDENT. I would like to speak a word of personal explanation. 
You presented a resolution this afternoon touching myself—my personal 
relation to the Church and in connection with that was the compensation 
of a thousand dollars. It came so suddenly that I lost my head a little 
somewhat. I ought to have had one of the other bishops put that motion. 
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[ didn’t think about it. I will tell you it was the first time I have—and 
I won’t have another for a long while. You will pardon that blunder. I 
want to say this. I didn’t think of getting one penny from this Church. 
I didn’t expect it, and told you so again and again. I want it distinctly 
understood that I didn’t ask anything at all. I have been trying to put 
money into the treasury for the past forty-seven years, but didn’t mean to 
take a cent out for myself. In the future, I would rather break cobble stones 
and be an independent man that be dependent. [Applause]. Of course, I 
thank you very kindly for your good treatment of me. And now, since you 
treated me so kindly, so-generously, so thoughtfully, I shall feel more and 
more like doing my level best for this Church as long as I live. [Applause]. 

Dr, L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. Can we now have the report 
on Homes and Orphanages? 

Secretary Hammack read the report of the Committee on Homes and 
Orphanages. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOMES AND ORPHANAGES. 


We, the Committee on Homes and Orphanages, submit the following 
report. 

First. We commend the trustee boards of Quincy Orphanage and Home, 
Baker Home, and Otterbein Home, for the efficient way they have taken 
care of the interests intrusted to them, and we express our high appreciation 
of their services. 

Second. We commend the painstaking and inspiring reports of the 
Homes, that have been made to this quadrennial body. 

Third. We approve the business'management of the various boards of 
the executive committees, and of the superintendents. 

Fourth. We commend the philanthropic work that is being done by 
these various institutions. 

Fifth. We advise that the officials continue every effort to bring the 
Homes up to their highest efficiency, 

Sixth. We advise that development plans be pushed as rapidly as finan- 
cial conditions will permit, until the Homes are adequate to respond to the 
needs of the Church. 

Seventh. In order to reach this highest service, we recommend that, on 
page 44 of the Discipline, Section XI., Article 5, the following addition 


be made: “and to urge a free-will offering at Christmas, or some other j 
suitable time, each year, and to encourage solicitations of funds within the | 


bounds of their districts.” 

Highth. On page 44, Section XI., Article I, we recommend that “Union 
Village” be changed to “Lebanon,” and that that portion of the item which 
refers to the Beatrice United Brethren Hospital be stricken out. [Signed] 
R. A. Hirt, Chairman; W. E. Aiwarr, Secretary. 


Docror Weimer. I move the report be adopted in its entirety. Seconded. 
The motion prevailed, and the report was adopted. 

Docror Wetmer. I want to say a word. Now, we want everybody to 
help put this thing over for the next four years. We want you to help 
make these great institutions, and we think you all will. In the next four 
years we want to do big things to build up our various institutions of this 
kind. 

Dr. A. R. Crrpprncer, of Miami Conference. Can’t we hear the report 
on education? 

THE PRESIDENT. We want to see these reports. 

Bisuop MatrHEws. We want to get through these reports and get to 
Christian education as soon as we can. Otherwise we will be excited to- 
morrow. I wish we could, brethren, : 


THE PRESIDENT. We will now hear the report on Church Erection. 
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Secretary Hammack read the report. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION, 

The Committee recommends the following changes in Chapter XX., of the 
Discipline: 

Add to Article I., following its corporate name being “The Church 
Erection Society of the United Brethren in Christ.” So the article will then 
read: “Article I. Name. This society shall be known as the Church Erec- 
tion Society of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, with head- 
quarters in Dayton, Ohio, its corporate name being The Church Erection 
Society of the United Brethren in Christ.” 

Article III., substitute the following: “The object of this society shall 
be to procure desirable lots in strategic centers for locations of churches and 
parsonages and to assist congregations in locating and erecting houses of 
worship and parsonages.”’ 

For Article IV., substitute the following: “The officers of this society 
shall consist of nine trustees, at least four of whom shall be laymen, who 
Shall be elected by the General Conference. : 

“The Board of Bishops shall select one of the Bishops, who by such 
selection shall be one of the nine trustees aforesaid. 

“The General Church Erection Secretary shall be the executive officer of 
this society and its funds shall be handled by the General Church Treasurer. 

.“The trustees of this society shall meet immediately upon adjournment of 
the General Conference upon the call of the general secretary and organize 
by electing a president and a vice-president and secretary of its board.” 

Article V. Change the word “managers” to read “trustees,” and the 
words “corresponding secretary” to read “general secretary.” The article 
will then read: “Article V. The annual meeting of the board of trustees 
shall be held at such time and place as the board itself may decide. Other 
meetings may be held at such time and place as may be designated by the 
president and general secretary. Five of the members shall constitute a 
quorum,” 

Article VI. Change the words “corresponding secretary” to “general secre- 
tary,” wherever they occur in said article, and the word “managers” to 
trustees.” 

Article VII. In Paragraph II., change the word “directors” to “trustees.” 

Article IX. In the second sentence of said paragraph, instead of the 
words “Conference Branch Church Erection Society,’ substitute the words 
“Conference Board of Trustees.’’ Said sentence will then read: “If the vote 
be favorable the application shall be sent to the Conference Board of Trustees 
for its approval, and upon such approval Conference Board of Trustees shall 
make application to the general secretary of the General Church Brection 

ociety.” 

- Article XIII. Substitute the following: ‘Article XIII., Parsonage Fund. 
The Board of Trustees may set aside a percentum of church erection funds 
for the erection of parsonages.” 

Article XV. Substitute the following: “Article XV., Lot Fund. 1. 
Such amounts from the general funds of the society as shall from time 
to time be determined upon by the board of trustees together with all funds 
contributed specially for such purpose, shall constitute a Lot Fund. : 

“2. This fund shall be used for purchasing desirable lots in strategic 
towns and cities of the various conferences where we have no churches, 
Said lots may be gifts to the local churches that may be organized in such 
places, but the deeds of conveyance shall contain a clause which provides 
that if the same is not used for church purposes or becomes abandoned by 
the local church, that said lots thereupon Shall revert to the General Church 
Prection Society.” [Signed] J. S. Furvon, Chairman; R. H. Benner, Secre- 


tary. 
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BrsHor Bett. I move to adopt it as a whole. Seconded. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. May I just raise a question touching this last item. 
Supposing a church desires to relocate and abandon a lot that has been 
purchased, will that purchase money then go back to this Church Hrection 
Society or go with the congregation? It don’t say so here. 


Doctor Puiriiepl. There is just one word that seems to be illy used in 
the second paragraph: “This society shall be known as the Church Hrection 
Society of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, located in Dayton, 
Ohio’; it seems to me “with headquarters” in Dayton, Ohio—it would be 
about what we should express. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. M. Nicuous, of Kansas Conference. In the last article, 15, para- 
graph 2, it says that “in strategic towns and cities of the various confer- 
ences where we have no churches’—now, suppose in a large city where 
they want to buy a lot where there are other churches—how would that be 
determined? 

Tuer PRESIDENT. I suppose that would be determined by the board at the 
time. The circumstances would determine that. 

E. L. Suury. May I ask a question, please? We were told this morning 
that the same board served for the Church Hrection Society and the Home 
Missionary Society. Do you understand that this plan proposes to divide and 
give us two boards now? 

Tue Presipent. Does the chairman have an explanation? 

Hon. R. H. Bennetr. There is no action pending on this at all. This is 
an Ohio corporation. I don’t believe that we are ready to make two bodies 
handle these different corporations. That answers Mr. Shuey’s question. 

HE. L. Suury. I am sorry, but it does not answer my question. My state- 
ment was, and I think you will sustain me in that, that it was stated on the 
floor of the Conference this morning that these two boards were identically 
the same and that they had two executive committees, and I understood, 
and I think others understood, that for the past four years they have been 
the same, and your list of names, I am informed, were the same except that 
there were three women added on the Home Missionary Board. Now, what 
I am asking is, that seeming to be our custom, how long I don’t know—but 
certainly the past four years, is it the idea of the committee in presenting 
this report that hereafter we shall have two separate boards meeting sepa- 
rately and carrying on their work separately? We want to know exactly 
what is meant by it. 

THE PRESIDENT. We have had one board the last four years, and I think 
it has answered very well. ; 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr, In answer to the question, it had no other board | 
except provided for by the Ohio laws, providing for this corporation, and 
it was the only thing that the board could recommend. But you cannot 
elect two boards to constitute the same corporation. So we couldn’t recom- | 
mend two boards for this corporation. 

Rey, M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I want to ask in regard 
to Article 9, in the second sentence of said paragraph, instead of the words | 
“Conference Branch Church Erection Society,” substitute the words, “Con- | 
ference Board of Trustees.” I want to know if this will invalidate the char- 
ter in harmony with the laws of a State. Where the words used are the | 
Church Erection Sociey of the White River Conference and go forth, accord- 
ing to the laws of the State of Indiana, we try to harmonize with the laws 
of the State—whether changing the words from the Conference Church Ereec- 
tion Society, which is our local title, to Conference Board of Church Trustees, 
I want to know whether that will make any difference, 
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Hon. R. H. Bennerr. If we had no other society, we would have to 
put that in. The purpose was to get away from this trouble; but the Dis- 
cipline as it is now, provides that the annual conference is a branch society 
and that the obligation must be made to the branch society. That would 
necessitate the convening of the annual conference before anybody could 
get in on an obligation for a loan. It was to avoid that. And I would sug- 
gest, if they have a church erection society in a conference, that that simply 
be added in there—the conference board of trustees or church erection society. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, I was going to suggest this: If you put the word 
“may” instead of Conference Erection Society—‘‘may substitute the Confer- 
ence Board of Trustees.” ; 

Rey. S. L. Topp. The first relates to the general board of the whole 
Church and the second relates to the conference, and is not necessarily the 
“same. Is that true? 

Dre. L. W. Lurz. I think it would have been well to adopt this, item by 
item, in answering these various questions. In regard to Article IX., there 
are some conferences that do not have a conference board of trustees, but 
have a conference church erection society. 

THE PRESIDENT. Brother Bennett suggests an amendment. 

Hon. R. H. BennerT. That you add “Conference Board of Trustees or 
Church Erection Society.” 

Rey. M. F. Dawson. I move the words suggested be added here. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. That will not be quite adequate. We have a society 
also provided under our laws, and the title is neither trustee board nor 
church erection society. It is Church Extension Society. It seems to me 
we ought to have some common basis by which these definite conditions 
will be met, or by whatever name the annual conference society may be 
known—that would meet it, it seems to me, and. we don’t want to go on. 
Perhaps other conferences may have still other titles. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. That can be covered by a general phrase—church 
trustees or a society to which the local conference shali entrust that interest. 

THE PRESIDENT. We have an amendment here seconded. 

Rey. D. P. McCoy. This is not a society—conference society in the sense 
of its transacting business. It is only an auxiliary to the general society. 
A conference may have a conference extension society or a church erec- 
tion society separate and apart from this, which many of the conferences 
do, but this is simply an auxiliary society to the General Church Erection 
Society, and has nothing to do—it is not a corporation. It is simply directors 
or trustees in that conference as an auxiliary to the general society. We 
have a church extension society in our conference, but this I think igs the 
same as the church erection society. 

Rey. M. F. Dawson. Ours is a conference corporation according to the 
laws of the State, named the Church Erection Society of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ of White River Conference. And I believe I will 
go back to my first suggestion that I made. 

THe PRESIDENT. How will it read then? 

Rey. M. F. Dawson. May substitute the words “Conference Board of 
Trustees.” 

PresipenT M. O. McLavueuuin, of Nebraska Conference. Let me say 
relative to this suggestion, in Nebraska we had the name “Church Hrection 
Society” up until a few years ago, and we substituted “Board of Trustees.” 
When we provided for the board of trustees, we simply passed a resolution 
to the effect that the conference board of trustees was the legal successor of 
the other society, and why can’t they do that in every conference and save 

i iscussion? 
a Oe eo eee I wasn’t with the committee when this was decided, 
but you will remember the missionary society suggested that the word 
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“directors” be changed to “trustees.” I suppose they are trying to conform 
to that idea in the annual conference. Now, then, the annual conference 
could make this a conference board of church extension or whatever they 
wish to call it, without effecting their corporation at all—whether they call 
them trustees or branch church erection society or whatever they choose, 
they can make any body of men, they can institute that through a committee. 

Rey. D. L. Dovus, of Oklahoma Conference. In Article 13, “Parsonage 
Fund”’—‘The board of trustees may set aside a percentum of the church 
erection funds for the erection of parsonages.” I would like to ask who is 
going to decide what per cent. of that fund? 

Tue PresipeNnT. The Church Erection Board. 

Rev, D. L. Dous. Do you mean to say the board has nothing to say as 
to how much? 


Dr. L. W. Lurz. By this report, that whole article is substituted—is — 


eliminated, and Article 15 is substituted for it so that will not be in the 
Discipline any more. 

Rey. J. W. Kirsourne, of Miami Conference. I would like to ask a 
question. Do we have two beards or one for Church Hrection and Home 
Missionary societies? 

Tuer PRESIDENT. That is for the General Conference to decide. We have 
not had the report yet on Home Missions. I do not know how it reads. 
Home Missions and Church Erection have been in one board for the past 
four years; it has been one beard. 


Rey. J. W. Kirsourne. I move you now that it be continued the same 
way, if I can get a second. Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. What is your motion? 

Rev. J. W. Kizpourne. The motion is that we continue as in the past 
quadrennium under one board. I would like to say this: As a member of 
the committee on nominations that the boards are going to cost the Church 
thousands of dollars because we are enlarging these boards. And it does 
seem to me that if there is any possibility: of doubling up any of these 
boards we ought to do it, and since this is already under one management 
we ought to continue it the same way. 

Tur PRESIDENT, The pastor has a word to say. 


Rev: O. O. Inman. I would like to know how many of the brethren | 


who didn’t get to see the city last night will go this evening so we can 
find out how many automobiles to provide for—delegates and visitors. [The 
parties desiring to go indicated by uplifted hand). That will be sufficient. 
I thank you. 


Tue PRESIDENT. Brother Kilbourne’s motion is to constitute the Board of | 
Home Mission and Church Erection the same as the last four years—the | 


two in one. Are you ready to vote? 

Hon, R. H. Bennerr. Will he consent that there may be included in 
that vote by which the trustees of the two corporations are elected for each? 
We have no objection to them being the same persons, but we must not elect 
men for two corporations. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 


THE PRESIDENT. As many as favor will indicate by uplifted hand; op- | 


posed, by like sign. It is adopted. 


Rey. C. Wuitnrey. The Discipline must be corrected. My attention has | 
just been called to it that there shall be six directors. The Church Erection | 
says there shall be nine directors. We have six directors in the Home Mis- | 
sionary Society and the women’s board adds three. So you have to make | 


nine for each or six for each. 
THE PRESIDENT, What is the suggestion now? 
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REVEREND WHITNEY. To correct the Discipline to make it correspond 
with your action. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will have to suspend the rules to do it at once. 

Rey. C. E. Heiser. Is it understood that the General Conference elect 
these eight members of the board? This paper says the four laymen are to 
be elected by the General Conference, but it doesn’t say that. There is no 
comma in my report, and I think it will require a comma in order to grant 
the privilege of this General Conference to elect all eight of these members 
of the board. It reads this way: “That the officers of this society shall 
consist of nine trustees—at least four of whom shall be laymen who ghall be 
elected by the General Conference.” If that ig true, then it doesn’t say that 
the ministers are to be elected by the General Conference. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. The report that went to the printer had a comma 
after the word “laymen.” 

THE PRESIDENT. How will you harmonize between the six and nine? 

Doctor Puiriipri. That can be harmonized very nicely in the second 
paragraph of Article 4—can be inserted into this—committee report on 
Home Missions when the Home Missions report comes up—move to transfer 
the same item. It will be perfectly harmonious. 

THE PRESIDENT. You will proceed to elect your Church Erection Secre 
tary. 

Rev. M. 8. Bovey, of Montana Conference. I have the Discipline before 
me: It says the board of control shall consist of six directors who are 
elected by the General Conference, and three directors who shall be elected 
by the trustees of the Woman’s Missionary Association, the Board of Bishops 
being members ex-officio. There are nine in the home as well as in the 
foreign. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the announcement of the tellers for 
Foreign Missionary Secretary. 

Secretary Hammack read the ballot for Foreign Missionary Secretary, as 
follows: 


BALLOT FOR FOREIGN MISSIONARY SECRETARY. 


UO EPIGEIN ICH ONS echt ays cidtnd ale islere tes SPD SACS 5 HLO Ue beth a ot kine ee ed abienee, oe 199 
Me EP COSUCK cys creo tial citatote tare lens's ates 4 Baten) 
BASIONN PV LE GOCSS: fsdoal aise Sele secliele lee 1 IUEX REVIVES Bane nai ea Mama Sane oid Ua S 209 
(Da Sige Ole Ona eae ea prera  caarn a 1 Necessary to a choice.......... 105 
EXWo) py cles ots DE W500 Tse emee a ce ae Cem 1 


Tue PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. S. S. Hough as your Foreign 
Missionary Secretary. The secretary will read the board of tellers for the 
ballot for Church Erection Secretary. 

Secretary Lyter reads: C. C. Rose, E. H. Castle, A. H. Laughbaum, I. F 
Lawman, #. B. Ward. : 

Tue PRESENT. You ought to adjourn, say five minutes of‘five, and thus 
give the delegates a chance to go and appoint the committee and give them 
a chance to station the Bishops. You ought to adjourn five minutes to five. 

Dr. J. S. Kennatt. Have we had the report of the Committee on Boun- 
Garies? 

Tu PRESIDENT. You elected five Bishops, and there will be five districts. 

Rey. L. W. Lurz. I would like to inquire whether this meeting of the 
delegates of the districts—whether there might not be a change by the 
Boundary Committee. : 

THE’ PRESIDENT. We will hear the report, then. 

Rev. W. L. Cuinpress. Has it been distributed? 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. It is now being printed and is not here. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the report on Home Missions, 
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Dr. M. B. Spayp. JI move this be adopted, item by item, as it is read. 
Seconded. The motion prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the first item. 

Secretary Hammack read as follows: 


“We, your Committee on Home Missions, report the following: In Ar- 
ticle V., of the Constitution, on page 125, in line 4, after the word ‘missions,’ 
add ‘in conjunction with the Bishop of the district.’ It will then read, ‘In 
conjunction with the Bishop of the district, appoint superintendents for mis- 
sion districts.’ ”’ 


Voices. Agreed, agreed. 
THE PRESIDENT? If no changes are proposed, proceed. 
The secretary reads: 


“In Article VII., of the Constitution, on page 126, substitute the follow- 
ing for item 1: “The income of the society from permanent funds secured 
shall be used by the board for its current expenses unless the donors direct 
otherwise.’ 

“Tn Article [X., on page 127, substitute for Article IX., the following: 

“MISSION DIS'TRICTS. 

“1. A mission district may be organized by the Home Missionary Society 

outside of the bounds of a mission conference or annual conference, and the 


administration of such districts shall be under the entire control and direc- 
tion of the Home Missionary Society.” 


Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

J. H. Rursusu. “A mission district may be organized by the Home Mis- 
sionary Society outside of the bounds of a mission conference or an annual 
conference, and the administration of such district shall be under the entire 
control and direction of the Home Missionary Society.”’ Does that eliminate 
the Bishops? It will conflict with the Discipline at another point—Article 
V., page 125. 


BisHop KrepHart. I was just going to call attention to that fact. An- 
other item just preceding that, you order that a mission district shall be 
organized and superintendents appointed in conjunction with the Bishop 
of the district. The question that arises is, as has been in the past four 
years I have been in home missionary territory, whether it is desired to 
eliminate the Bishop entirely from his relation to the home mission work. 
This article would do it, it seems to me. : 

BisHor Maruews. Is that the understanding, Bishop Kephart? 

BisHor KreHart. That is my understanding. 

BisHorp MarHews. You certainly don’t intend to take it from the Bishop. 

J. H. Lirrtr. I would suggest that you eliminate the word “entire” and 
that the words. “in conjunction with the Bishop of the district” be added, and 
I so move. . 

Seconded. The motion was adopted. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“2. Whenever a mission district has eight or more pastoral charges, it 
may be made a mission conference by the action of the Home Missionary 
Board, and, as such, it will have regular annual sessions of ministers and by 
delegates, presided over by the Bishop of the district, at these annual meet- 
ings the regular business of the annual conference shall be transacted, ex- 
cept that the conference superintendent shall be chosen as provided by 
Article V., page 125, of the Discipline, the missio 
representation in the General Conference on the S$ 


ame basi 5 
ferences.” S$ as annual con: 


n conference shall have. 
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~Bisnop KrpHart, The statement is: “It may be made a mission con- 
ference by action of the Home Mission Board.” Is the conference in no way 
to be taken into consideration and is it to be asked to be made a mission 
conference? Is the mission district to ask or have they anything to do with 
it whatever? It is not clear to me. 

Tue PresipeNtT. It eliminates the conference entirely—its judgment. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I call attention to the fact that there should be a 
period instead of a comma after the word “district” in the fifth line. 

Bisuor Kepuarr. I don’t know whether it should be or not; the request 
of the mission conference, or whether it should wait on the action of the 
mission board. 

J. H. Lirrte. If we change it to read like this, would it be satis- 
factory: ‘Whenever a mission district has eight or more pastoral charges, 
it may, if desired by the district, be made a mission conference by the action 
of the Home Missionary Board,” and insert thereafter, ‘in conjunction with 
the Bishop of the district.” 

Brsuor Kreuart. I am afraid that might not do. It might leave it en- 
tirely to the Home Missionary Board instead of the conference in that case. 
Tt may be just as well as it is now; I don’t know. 

J. H. Lirrer. I put the word “may” in there and not “must.” 

THe PrReswENT. It seems to take all power out of the hands of the local 
conference. It certainly ought to have something to say. 

Docror Srauy. Insert after it that it may be made a mission conference 
with the consent of the Home Missionary Society—it may be, if they desire 
it to be-*if the Home Missionary Society think best. Let them give their 
consent. 

BisHor KepHarr. Suppose they don’t make a request? 

Docror StrauL. If they are satisfied with the mission district, they have 
no reason to kick. I make that as a motion. 

THE PRESIDENT. Turn so they will hear you. 

Docror €rauy. My suggestion is this: That when a mission district 
has eight or more pastoral charges, it may he made a mission conference 
with the consent of the Board of Home Missions—may be made with the 
consent. 

Seconded by J. H. Ruebush. 

Dr. J. W. Owen, associate editor of Sunday-school Literature. I just wish 
to call attention to the fact that this article proposes to create a conference 
where there was no conference before. and therefore no conference to be 
consulted. The preceding article, which you just adopted, puts the ‘control 
of this mission district into the hands of the Home Missionary Society. Now, 
you are proposing to amend by saying that the Home Missionary Society, 
which has had full control of this district, is now asked to consent to this 
district becoming a conference. It seems to me that that is the place where 
control ends very suddenly. I think we ought to understand that it is pro- 
posed to create a conference where there is no conference, and therefore no 
conference to be consulted. 

Rev. M. Nicuors, of Kansas Conference. I think if we will read the 
next paragraph we will see what you are aiming at, and perhaps clear us 
up on this. 

Tre Presipent. Read the next paragraph. 


Secretary Hammack reads: 
“3 Whenever the Home Missionary Board and the mission conference 
and the Bishop shall concur in that a mission conference has reached the 


state of development and growth where it will be able to support an efficient 
superintendency and without aid from the Home Missionary Board, it shall 


become an annual conference.” 
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THE PrestpentT, That is another thing. 

Bisuop Kepnarr. In answer to Doctor Owen’s statement, the control 
of the board in this relation will consist in their right to consent or not to 
consent. If they do not consent, then it necessarily remains a mission dis- 
trict, and therein is the control. A mission district cannot become a mission 
conference without the consent of the Home Missionary Board, and therein 
is the control, it seems to me. Of course, this is a mission district. It is 
presumed that it will have some form of organization. It says it may be 
organized, and it is that organization that may request to be made a mission 
conference, and the mission board can consent or not consent. If it does 
not consent, then it remains a mission district. 

~Rrv. W. M. PETTIBON, of Missouri Conference. I would like to ask 
whether this relates to a body already organized, and if it carries some part 
of the superintendent's salary with it, and you put the conference in the 
hands of a mission secretary or board and take it clear out of the hands of 
the conference without their consent, 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

BisHor Four. The force of the word “control” there, it occurs to me, 
is almost necessarily confined to the power of the board to appoint a super- 
intendent. 

The guestion is called for. 

THE PRESIDENT. Item 2 ig before us on Doctor Stahl’s amendment, unless 
you wish to withdraw that. 

Secretary Lyter repeats Doctor Stahl’s motion, 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference, I would like to ask the 
Church, what about an annual conference; can that be merged into a home 
mission conference by this action? : 

A Voice. No, no. 

Dr. S. W. Pau. Then will this item apply to that and put it in the 
realm of a home-mission conference? : 

Tse PrResmenr. Of course, the conference may fix certain standards, 
that is, this conference may—the Chureh may—and if the conference rises 
above that, it may be considered a mission conference, although a certain 
standard should be fixed that would control that entirely. 

Dr. J. B: Connerr, of Lower Wabash Conference, You have confer- 
ences now with less than eight churches. Will they still be conferences? 

THE PRESIDENT, No; they will become mission conferences if you fix 
that standard now. 

Docror Connerr. All conferences with less than eight churches would 
be made mission conferences? 

Bishop Krpenarr. Are we sure of that? This looks to the future. When- 
ever a mission district—we have an article which relates to the organization 
of a mission district, and states whenever a mission district has eight or more 
pastoral charges it may be made a mission conference. But Suppose a con- 
ference exists already and is not 4 mission district or a mission conference, 
but is a conference—this does not relate to it at all. 

THE PRESIDENT, It ought to. 

BisHop KrrHarr. It does not. 

THE PRESIDENT, It ought to. 

Rev. M. §S. Bovey. In that Article IL., it say 
according to Article vy. Now, that is the trouble of taking one at a time 
and not going back. According to Article V., there are two- provisions, one 
for appointing and the other for nominating, and in the last part to nom- 
inate it says it shall also have power in conjunction with the Bishop of the 
district to nominate persons for conference superintendents in conferences - 
where said ~superintendents are supported in part by the board. Now, I 
wonder if it means conference or whether it me issi : 


s it may, in conjunction, 
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THE PRESENT. That will have to be made to harmonize with this re- 
port. The motion to amend, as Doctor Stahl has indicated; as many as 
favor the amendment will show by uplifted hand. As many as are opposed, 
by like sign. The amendment is adopted. F 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. The only change is that instead of the word ‘action,’ 
Wwe say “consent.” 5 

Tuer Presment. As many as favor this amendment will show the hand; 
opposed, like sign. It is adopted. Now, the next item. Proceed. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I object to proceeding with the next item. We have 
the third item. : 

THE PRESIDENT. That has been changed. 

Rev. M. 8. Bovey. I want a construction on the latter part of that item 
before I know whether I want to grant it or not. ‘Except that a conference 
superintendent shall be chosen as provided by Article V., page 125, of the 
Discipline,’ and my point is that that item is not clear. And we don’t 
know what we are adopting when we adopt this Item 2. 

J. H. Lirrrtr. Should not that one clause, ‘consent of the Home Mission- 
ary Board and Bishop of the district,’ should not that be put in there? It 
seems to me it should be in connection with the Bishop of the district. 

Rev. C. Wuitnry. The Bishop of the district is a part of the board. 

BisHop Krepuarr. Let me call your attention that the Bishop of the 
district is not necessary, because for years one of their own number has 
been on the board, so that is not necessary, 

Doctor Purwierr. That is Church Erection and not Home Missions. 

Dr. J. W. OwEN. May I call your attention to the fact that you have 
just adopted in Article I. a requirement that this mission district shall be 
under the control of the Home Missionary Secretary, in conjunction with the 
Bishop of the district. It seems to me that settles the question as to what 
the Bishop of the district has to say in the matter. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Read the next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“2 Whenever the Home Missionary Board and the mission conference 
and the Bishop shall concur in that a mission conference has reached the 
state of development and growth where it will be able to support an efficient 
superintendency and without aid from the Home Missionary Board, it shall 
tecome an annual conference.” 


Dr. C. A. Henversnor. I move to amend Item 3 by striking out the 
words following “whenever,” as follows: “the Home Missionary Board, and 
the mission conference and the Bishop shall concur in that,” and it will 
read: “Whenever a mission conference has reached the state of development 
and growth where it will be able to support an efficient superintendency and 
without aid from the Home Missionary Board, it shall become an annual con- 
ference.” I do not see why the Missionary Board and Bishop should say to 
the annual conference, if they are able to pay the fifteen hundred intended, 
you shall have to raise it to two thousand. I think the annual conference 
ought to be allowed to say whether they shall be a home conference—con- 
ference under the Home Missionary Board or an annual conference. 

Tun PRESIDENT... Is there a second? Seconded. 

Tae Presipent. As many as favor the amendment will show the hand. 
Opposed by like sign. It prevails. 

Voices. No, no! 

A division is called for. 

Tie Prestpenr. As many as favor the amendment offered by Mr. Hen- 
cershot— ' 

A Voice. May we have it again? 

Rev. C. A. Hendershot repeats his motion. 
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Dr. A. C. Srppaty. TI want to express what was in the mind of the com- 
nittee in the planning of this article. Suppose you have a mission confer- 

ence that the superintendent is receiving seven hundred dollars. Two hun- 
dred dollars the Home Missionary Board is paying, and five hundred dollars 
the conference is paying. We will just take that as an illustration. Now, 
suppose somebody in the conference decides that they would like to be super- 
intendent, and reduces the salary to five hundred dollars instead of seven 
hundred dollars, and leaves the beard to reduce your standard of superin- 
tendents. The point is to guard it so that they do not go backward instead 
of forward. The Home Missionary Society are always glad if they can avoid 
such a thing, if they are going to increase their standard of superintendency. 
And these conferences are small, mind you. Some have as low as seven or 
eight charges, and where two or three persons might say, “We have a right 
to be an annual conference,” and reduce the salary and release the board. 
This is to guard against that. 

TuHE Presmpent. Ags many as favor the amendment will show by up- 
lifted hand. Opposed, like sign. It does not prevail. 

THE PRESIDENT. Read the next item. 

Bisuor Kerruarr. Does this prevent the Home Missionary Board from 
assisting in the support of the conference superintendent in an annual con- 
ference? I should not think go. 

TuE PRESIDENT. No, the board can do as it pleases. Read the next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“In Article XI., on page 127, in the last line, but one, substitute ‘monthly’ 
for ‘quarterly.’ : 

“In Article XVII., on page 129, in the second line, substitute for the 
words ‘report quarterly,’ ‘report in detail by charges’ and remit ‘monthly.’ 

“In Article XVIII., on page 129, eliminate all to the semicolon in the 
fifth line, and substitute the word ‘department’ for the word ‘commission.’ ” 


Hon. R. H. Bennett. I want to call attention, if I may, to this part of 
the report, in Article VII., of the Constitution, and substitute the following: 
“The income of the society from permanent funds secured shall be used by 
the board for its current expenses unless the donors direet otherwise.” The 
charter provides for the creation of permanent funds and gays the income 
of it shall be used only for home missions. Now, that is your charter, and 
it seems to me clear that you cannot do this, and I am wondering if it is the 
intention, that if the board of trustees of this corpcration desires to use the 
income from permanent funds for current expenses, which they may not use 
for anything but current expenses—I call attention to that in the charter. 
The charter recites the things that are in the Discipline now. All the charter 
has in it is in the Discipline to start with. Now, whether the action of this 
affects their charter ariges. 

THE PRESIDENT. What do you suggest? 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. I don’t see anything but to eliminate that part 
that refers to current expenses or else modify the charter. 

‘Doctor Wuirney. Unless they do specifically say, it will go into the 
regular work. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. There is a clause in the charter that provides that 
the funds must be used for the specific purposes for which it is given, out- 
side of this permanent fund clause. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. Explain what is meant by current expenses, 

Docror Wuitnry. Current expenses are the regular expenses. 

Docror SippaLu. The thought of the committee was that it should be 
used for current expenses for home missions. That was our thought. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr, I am not caring for it one way or the other. I am 
calling attention to it, 
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Doctor Puriirrr. We are not through. We agreed to do something we 
have not yet done. We agreed to make the trustee board of the Home 
Mission the same as Church Erection, and we have not done it yet. 

THE PRESIDENT. We want an amendment. 

Docror PHILLIPPI. We want an amendment which says that the board 
of control shall consist of six directors who shall be elected by the General 
Conference and three directors, but shall be elected by the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association. Now, it will take some little harmonizing. I think I 
have the resolution. 

Tur PRESIDENT. All right. 

Doctor PHILLIPPI. Provided the board wishes to continue the three from 
the Woman’s Missionary Association—if that is the case—this would be the 
amendment: “That the officers of this society shall consist of nine directors 
elected by the General Conference, at least four of whom shall be laymen, 
and three elected by the Woman’s Missionary Association.” 

THe Presmwent. In addition? 

Doctor Puiriirrr. They would be in addition, if that is what we want. 
And then the next clause would come in, “The Board of Bishops shall select 
one of the Bishops who by such selection shall be one of the nine trustees.” 
That harmonizes and still leaves three from the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation in addition. And I move this amendment or addition to the report. 
This is simply to. fulfill the resolution passed a little while ago. Seconded. 

Doctor WHITNEY. We have gotten into a corner now. If you have the 
same members for each and the Church Hrection Society has nine, whom are 
you going to eliminate from that nine to put in the three women? 

Docror Purtirri. No; nine and the three women in addition. 

Docror WHITNEY. I don’t know how that would correspond with the 
charter. - 

Docror Pumurprl. It is said that would conflict with the charter. I don’t 
know how about that. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Just a moment and we will be through with this. As 
many as favor the amendment or addition suggested by Doctor Phillippi will 
show by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. As many as 
favor the report as amended will show by uplifted hand. Opposed, like sign. 
The report as amended is adopted. 

Secretary Hammack read the result of the ballot for Church Erection 
Secretary: 


BALLOT FOR Eg ERECTION SECRETARY. 
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Tum PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. A. C. Siddall as your Church 


Erection Secretary. 
Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. I have a resolution here 


which would have to be printed. It may be rather out of order. 


“Be it resolved that the office of General Church Treasurer be merged 
with that of General Secretary of the Board of Administration as contem- 
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plated in the report of the Committee on Church Government touching the 
question of a board of administration. [Signed] W. H. Snyper, J. W. Serrte. 


Dr. L. W. Lurz. I move it be laid on the table, 

Seconded. Motion adopted and the resolution was laid on the table. 

At this point, at the request of Rev. O. O. Inman, Mr. A, A, Hyde, presi- 
dent of the Mentholatum Company of Wichita, distributed souvenirs to the 
members of the General Conference in the shape of very small boxes of 
mentholatum. 

BisHor Bett. At eight o’clock, Doctor Macfarland, secretary of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, will speak. 

Rey. E. H. Waters. I move we do now adjourn. 

The motion prevailed. The benediction was pronounced by Dr. J. H. 
Patterson. 


SEVENTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


Tuesday, May 17, 1917. 

The evening service of the General Conference opened at eight o’clock— 
Bishop Bell presiding. 

He introduced the Rey. Charles §. Macfarland, D.D., secretary of the 
Nederal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, who delivered a 
lecture on, “The Federal Unity of the Churches, Its Grounds, Significance 
and Its Practical Value.” 


EIGHTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Wednesday, May 18, 1917. 

The eighth day, morning session, of the General Conference convened at 
8: 30 o’clock, Bishop Bell presiding. ‘ 4 

THE PRESIDENT. The General Conference will come to order. Bishop 
Mathews has charge of the morning devotion. : 

Bishop Mathews read Luke 15: 1-4, and after several prayers, introduced 
Dr. J. S. Kendall, Secretary of Christian Stewardship, who spoke on “The 
Evangelist and the Conservation of his Labors,” and then Dr. J. E. Shannon, 
Superintendent of White River Conference, who spoke on “Evangelism—Its 
Sphere.” 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings. 

Dr. L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. May we not dispense with the 
reading of the journal? I move it be approved without reading. 

The motion was adopted and the minutes were approved without reading, 

THE PRESIDENT. We are pleased to have with us Dr. A. F. Ragatz, of the 
American Bible Society and one of its secretaries. We will hear him, 

A. F. Ragatz, D.D., secretary, Western Agency, Denver, Colo., addressed 
the General. Conference in substance as follows: 


In the beginning of the eighteenth century there were nearly 150 Bible 
societies in the United States, each working independently of the other. In 
1816 representatives of the most important societies met and organized the 
American Bible Society. It is most significant that this organization was 
effected one hundred years ago, in the days of denominational antagonism 
and doctrinal disputes. For more than one hundred years the Bible Society 
has maintained an unbroken friendship with all the denominations that 
entered into the sacred compact, 


i 


There were three fundamental propositions agreed upon then, which, . 


through a hundred years, have needed no revision:, 
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1. Translation of the Bible into as many languages and dialects as 
America and American missionaries might need. . 

2. The printed Word—without note or comment, to be sold at cost or 
given free where needed. 

3. The task of distribution. 

Translation. The story of translation reads stranger than fiction. 
Scholars among uncivilized nations, learning unwritten languages, invent- 
ing alphabets, discovering new words to enrich impoverished vocabularies, 
then translating into these languages the glorious gospel message. This 
work of translation is one of the most important phases of our great task: 
For instance, England had a Bible long before Wycliffe made his translation, 
and Germany long before Martin Luther made his, but not until the Bible 
was translated in the language of the common folk did the Word of God 
really benefit the masses, 

. Production. We are familiar with the relation that quantity bears to 
price in the matter of printing. The stupendous fact that during the century 
More than 117,000,000 volumes of Scriptures have been distributed by the 
society, at cost of material or less, should give some idea of what we have 
contributed to the church in her program of evangelizing the world. 

Distribution. The supreme task and problem of the Bible Society. What 
would 117,000,000 copies of the Scriptures be worth to Christianity unless 
they were placed in the hands of the Bibleless? Even after the Wycliffe Bible 
appeared in England and Luther’s in Germany, it was not until these versions 
got into the hands of the masses that the leaven of the Reformation began 
to leaven the national life of those countries. To-day the real service to be 
rendered to the Bibleless nations is the scattering of leaves of healing in all 
languages among all nations. 


Did you ever think that Christ put supreme dependence for the estab- 
lishment of his Kingdom upon his Word? No ritual, no elaborate system of 
church government, the only plan he had for the conquest of the world was 
the preaching of his Word. His command is to “Go” with the gospel “into 
all the world,’ whether to Corinth, or Rome or London, or Berlin, or New 
York. If the world is to be saved, it must be saved through the sheer power 
of the Word of God. 

The Bible alone gives us a true vision of ourselves. Search the old 
mythologies for the origin of man and you will find them beggarly poor— 
chaos—dark night; go to the Bible and you read, “Let us make man,” and 
‘in the image of God, created he him.” Let those who will, go to,the zo- 
ological gardens for their ancestry, I will go to Eden’s garden and there 
find God, my Father; and the moment I find God to be my father, the whole 
world becomes mine; mine to succor; ine to love; mine to SAvr. 

The Bible is a world power. Within its 'pages all sovereign civilizations 
have found the creative power which has ever pushed men upward and on- 
ward, out of ignorance and moral despair. 

The only reason why Germany is waging her war of frightfulness, and 
France has the heel of the enemy upon her'soil, and England is pouring out 
the blood of her young manhood upon the battlefields, and the only reason 
why Russia and Italy, and the United 'States are now in mortal conflict is 
because men refused to hear the voice of God speaking to them from his 
ae hgss reason that the shadows of human suffering and the tragedies 
of a world-war are to-day blotting out our vision of the. bleeding hands and 
thorn-crowned brow of Calvary’s Christ, and that the cry of dying men and 
the roar of cannon are drowning out the agonizing heart-cry of the infinite 
God, pleading and suffering with his children: the only reason why the na- 
tions of the earth are breaking beneath the burdens 'of life’s sorrow—and 
there seems to be no one to answer the prayers of uncounted widows, and 
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no one to dry the tears of unnumbered orphans, and the whole world seems | 


to be turning into a vast asylum of human despair—is because the nations 
of the earth have turned deaf ears and hard hearts to the voice of God, as 
recorded in the sublime writings of his Word. In it still throbs and flames 
on every page, the message of hope and ultimate deliverance. 

England, France, Italy, all the Allies tell us that they are nor fighting 
for conquest, indemnity, or military supremacy. The United States emphati- 
cally tells the world that we have no quarrel with the German people, and 
expect no material gain or reward. We are entering the struggle with the 
prayer that the black flag of imperialism, autocracy, cruelty, and oppression 
may forever be trampled under foot. And that in its stead we may raise the 
banner of human liberty, justice; democracy, and universal peace. 

But, do you know, that before the citadel can be taken and the white 
flag of liberty be nailed to the standard. where now floats the black flag of 
oppression, that the church of Jesus Christ must besiege the hill of the 
cross upon her knees. The combined armies of a score of nations cannot 
permanently plant the emblem of human freedom beyond the banner of 
Immanuel. 

The Bible contains the only abiding code of human law, the only 
basis of international peace, and the world nas never been so ready to receive 
it as now. This is the day of our opportunity. There have never been such 
vast numbers of men brought together as are now mobilized on the battle- 
fields and training camps. There has never been such eager, longing, heart- 
yearning hunger for God’s Word as is being found now, among the men called 
to the colors, among the heart-broken family remnants remaining at home, 
among ALL nations of the earth. 

Truly this is a time of unprecedented opportunity for the spread of 
God’s Word. But it is also the day of perplexity for the American Bible 
Society, for our endowment is so inadequate that in peace times the income 
provided only one-sixth of the outlay. 

Our needs have been multiplied by a thousand-fold. The cost of material 

'and labor has increased one hundred per cent., and the question before us now 
is, What is the church of America going to do about it? What is the United 
Brethren Church going to do about it? Theoretically every local church is 
pledged to take an annual offering for the Bible Society. In practice, this 
provision has not been carried out. 


May God lay this needy cause upon the heart of the great church at 
this supreme hour. I thank you, 


THE PRESIDENT. We have the distinguished pleasure after listening to 
this appeal of the American Bible Society, with which we are all in sympathy, 
of receiving the gentlemen who come to us as fraternal delegates of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. ‘I have the pleasure of introducing Rev. 
Charles H. Beck, D.D., corresponding secretary of the Board of Home Mis- 
sions and secretary and treasurer of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. Doctor Beck will now speak to us. 

Doctor Beck addressed the General Conference as follows: 


Mr. BisHor, BRETHREN IN CHRIST: Under the old Methodist polity, the 
plan frequently was to send a junior preacher along with a large minister. 
I am that junior preacher this morning, and while my heart is full of greet- 
ing which struggles for utterance, and while it would give me very great 
pleasure to say something of the things that demand utterance from my lips 
at this moment, yet Doctor Davis, the distinguished president of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, is to bring you our 


greetings and to say what he may have in his heart upon this occasion. It 


gives me very great pleasure to retire and present to you Lyman Edwin 
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Davis, D.D., LL.D., president of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. [Applause]. 


THE PRESENT. This very gracious act on the part of one of these rep- 
resentatives brings us the immediate delight of hearing Doctor Davis, whose 
official relation has already been announced, the president of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church. I have the pleasure of pre- 
senting Doctor Davis. 


Doctor Davis addressed the General Conference as follows: 


In bringing to you the greetings of the Methodist Protestant Church, I 
perform a duty which is even more a pleasure, and one which stirs the keen- 
est memories of my childhood. For, by one of the accidents of neighbor- 
hood, I attended a United Brethren Sunday school through eight years of my 
boyhood life, and my father, as a circuit rider of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, down on the old Miami Circuit, in middle Ohio, rode side by side, in 
familiar and happy fellowship, with faithful itinerants of your great denom- 
ination. 

And other emotions are quickened in my heart by this occasion, emo- 
tions which link themselves with this very hour and with the immediate prob- 
lems of our country and of our civilization. In the more intimate field of 
cur mutual activities, how can I forget my fellowship with your splendid 
leaders during the past four years? How can I forget the high moments 
when spiritual communion crowned our formal negotiations, and we sat 
together in heavenly places in Jesus Christ? 

Coming to you in this hour, I shall feel a little more at home if I take 
a definite subject. Permit me, therefore, to speak of the United Brethren 
Church and of the Methodist Protestant Church as kindred democracies of 
American Christianity. -And may I not even venture to speak of these two 
churches as twin sisters in the republican hemisphere of the Christian world? 
What a glorious opportunity, what a fearful responsibility, rests upon the 
spiritual democracy of the twentieth century! And yet before entering upon 
this subject, in its broader aspects, I desire to review, in briefest outline, 
the history of our negotiations for church union; and I shall follow this 
review, sconer or later, with a new and more comprehensive suggestion. 
Dismissing for the moment the splendid, yet finally unsuccessful, tri-church 
movement, the direct negotiations between the Methodist Protestant Church 
and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ were initiated at our Gen- 
eral Conference in Baltimore in 1912, when, in response to warm-hearted 
and brilliant addresses by Rev. Dr. A. P. Funkhouser and Rev. W. H. Wash- 
inger, a resolution was passed authorizing and directing our commissioners 
to open negotiations with the United Brethren. This resolution was intro- 
duced by Dr. F. T. Tagg, of the Maryland Conference, and was passed unan- 
imously. Only a few weeks later, I received official letters informing me that 
the United Brethren Commission, meeting at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, July 
24, had ‘“‘voted with hearty unanimity in favor of genuinely working for 
organic union with the Methodist Protestant Church,’ and requesting me to 
arrange for a joint session of the two commissions, on Thursday, November 
21, that we might “proceed to form a basis of union.” Another letter brought 
the good news that many of the United Brethren conferences, ‘including the 
great Miami,” had adopted, “without a dissenting voice,” the idea of church 
union with our denomination. All this was very encouraging indeed; and 
yet, before proceeding to call our own commission, I wrote letters of inquiry 
to all the annuai conference presidents of our denomination. The response 
was so entirely favorable, and all voices in the two denominations were so 
truly responsive, the one to the other, that I entered sincerely and joyfully 
into the manifold labors and anxieties of the union movement, 
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Then came the three successive meetings at Columbus, resulting in our 
agreeing upon a basis of union; then came the endorsement of that basis 
of union by your General Conference at Decatur; then came the parallel 
vote of the annual conferences of the two denominations, and then came the 
splendid session of our own General Conference at Columbus. And because 
the annual conferences of the Methodist Protestant Church had explicitly 
clothed our General Conference with conventional powers, and had passed 
the uniform, comprehensive, and final resolutions submitted to them, the 
action of our special session at Columbus was officially conclusive on the 
great question. 

And so I pause here, just this one instant, to bring you the official mes- 
sage of the Methodist Protestant Church. We certify to you that, by every 
constitutional court of our denomination, we have adopted the basis of 
union agreed upon at Columbus, Ohio. We lay this covenant—mutual—hbefore 
the gates of this General Conference. We bring to your open door the 
tessera that bears your honored name; your name with ours on the inter- 
changeable tokens of a sincere and sacred alliance. i 

Permit me, also, in this connection, to answer certain possibie questions, 
as to certain specific phases of our procedure in this union movement, thus 
removing, perhaps, certain misunderstandings. 

Why did we hold a special session of our General Conference, in separate 
session, rather than wait for the joint sessions of the two general confer- 
ences? Because our constitution explicitly requires that “when it shall have 
been ascertained that two-thirds of the annual conferences have decided nu 
favor of a special session of the General Conference, it shall be the duty of 
the annual conference presidents, or a majority of them, forthwith to desig- 
nate the time and place.’’ In a word, every step in our procedure, up to 
that point, would have been rendered null and void if we had not obeyed 
that mandate of our constitution. E 

Yet again, inasmuch as our denomination, through its highest court, had 
directed us to negotiate with the United Brethren Church, looking toward 
union, then every constitutional step in the process became, each in turn, 
as mandatory as the original orders. In a word, the moment one condition 
was fulfilled, then the question at issue must be put to the test of the next 
condition. Therefore, when the required number of our annual conferences 
had adopted the basis of union, then it became mandatory upon our com- 
mission to carry the syllabus on to the next highest court in our judicature; 
and just as the law would have forbidden us to proceed, if the basis of union 
had failed of endorsement by the required two-thirds of our annual confer- 
ences, so that same law, with equal finality, required us to proceed, when 
it was ascertained that more than the required two-thirds had endorsed the 
basis of union. 

Why did the Methodist Protestants, in special session at Columbus, sug- 
gest a certain date as the earliest desirable time for a joint session of the 
two general conferences, and a certain date as the latest desirable time? 
Not by any,means with the purpose of suggesting boundaries for the action 
or the United Brethren Church, but simply to meet the wishes of those in 
our own denomination who desired a postponement of the special session. 
The dates suggested for the joint session were precisely those recommended 
by the brethren of our own church, whom we thus undertook to accommodate. 

How strong was the vote for union in the Methodist Protestant Church? 
The vote was more favorable by conference units, than by any vote leading 
to any consummated union of the present generation. In the process by — 
which the two branches of our Methodist Protestant Church were brought 
together after the Civil War, four of our conferences, including the great 
North Carolina, voted against the proposed union. And yet every one of’ 
these four remonstrating conferences came loyaliy and whole-heartedly into 
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the United Church. The fact that a conference votes against a proposed 
union, is no evidence that such a conference intends to stay out of the union 
when that union is consummated by the sovereign act of the denomination: 
In a republic, such as America, does any citizen move out of the country” 
simply because his candidate is not elected? 

Ah, yes, of course there was opposition, both in your case and in ours. 
The right of opposition is one of the adjuncts of liberty, and in every re- 
public, whether of church or state, we must anticipate opposition. And we 
did anticipate such a contingency. That is why we required two-thirds of 
our annual conferences, and that is presumably why you required a vote of 
three-fourths of your annual corferences, as a condition precedent to further 
procedure. But every forward movement of the kingdom of God encounters 
two classes of opponents which are very elusive. One class is represented 
by the man who sincerely favors church union as a general proposition, or 
as a sentimental program, but who, when he comes face to face with church 
union as an immediate consummation, makes the discovery that deep down 
in that well of the soul which is learnedly called the sub-conscious self, he 
does not believe in it. He is much like the Irishman who took his pig to 
market, and was greatly disappointed, and yet not disappointed, with the 
result. “It didn’t weigh quite as much as I expected,” he declared, “and to 
be sure, I never thought it would!” 

Another class of sincere opponents to church union is represented by the 
man who readily joins in the union movement, but who lacks terminal 
facilities; is deficient in what might be called the sense of destination. Such 
a man is like the pet sheep that was sent on a long journey, and which, de- 
veloping the omnivorous appetite of the typical goat, finally devoured the 
tag that marked his destination. And théy found him unclaimed at the 
_ railway junction, and the colored brother who held the poor sheep in charge, 
waiting for more light on the subject, answered every inquiry by exclaiming, 
“Well, massa, what can I do with ’im? MHe’s done et up the place where 
he was going.” [lLaughter.] 

But let us turn from the past to the future. I desire to suggest broader 
negotiations; or rather to focus attention upon a plan already proposed in 
former negotiations; a plan by which we may finally conserve all that we 
have gained and yet merge the current of our union movement with all the 
meeting streams of the Christian world. I find the suggestion and the proph- 
ecy of this larger program, in’ our Indianapolis agreement, an instrument 
which closed with an invitation to all denominations of “like faith and 
polity” to join with us, on the broad and simple basis of union adopted at 
Columbus. With that enlarged agreement as a starting point, may we not 
go forth on the highways of a’new hope, and humbly sound the trumpet-call 
for the progressive federation. and the final union of the whole republican 
hemisphere of American Christianity? With such ideals before us, what 
glorious things we may achieve for God and humanity, as kindred democ- 
racies in the Christian world. 

First of all, in preparation for such an ideal, it becomes our duty and 
our privilege to help the true, spiritual democracy of the world 6nward to 
sure and final victory. What is a true democracy? Whether in church or 
state, a true democracy is that form of society and of government which 
wears at once the wings of freedom and the yoke of righteousness. In the 
political realm, this true democracy is expressed by the declaration of our 
fathers that “all men are created free and equal’; in the realm of religion 
it is expressed by the declaration of our Savior, “One is your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren.” And what victories have been won for 
democracy in the political world! Only a few short decades ago she raised 
her standards above the slave market, and proclaimed freedom and equality 
to all mankind. To-day she is taking the Stars and Stripes for her symbol 
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throughout the world, and she will break the scepter of the tyrant and the 
sword of the war-fiend in every land. But these victories of the people, 
whether of the past or of the present, are only made possible and permanent 
by the permeating and controlling influence of that spiritual democracy 
which was born on Calvary, and which, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
is to leaven the whole lump of human society. Let us join hands for the 
development and for the speedy triumph of this true democracy. Let us lift 
the dear old flag into the noonday of the cross and make it the symbol of 
. genuine liberty, until it shall stand for freedom to the souls of men; until 
the Red, White, and Blue shall represent the highest possibilities of civil- 
ization; until her sprays of red shall typify to all men the spirit of self- 
sacrifice; until the days of white shall represent the Easter lilies of hope 
to all the nations; until her field of blue shall symbolize the eternal fidelity 
of the heavens to all that is true on the earth; until the poor man’s loaf 
shall be of more consequence in America than the rich man’s accumulation; 
until the last saloon shall vanish from the land, and the white banners of 
Kansas shall wave over all the Union, and over all the world; until wars 
shall cease unto the ends of the earth, and the feet of the Prince of Peace 
shall find room in the highway of the nations; until the same divine spirit 
which visited Paul in his prison, and Luther in his cloister, and Wesley in 
his study, and Otterbein in his barn, and Snethen in his camp-meeting, shall 
also come’to the halls of state and the homes of the people; until freedom 
and righteousness shall be united in holy bonds at the altar of faith; until 
In all this new-born earth shall live and reign 
Sweet liberty, the daughter of our God! 

Every democracy, again, whether in church or state, must win the 
victory over self; victory over the characteristic weaknesses of democracy. 
It is highly important that democracy shall become at once the true voice 
of liberty and the effectual instrument of liberty, But democracy often loses © 
the power of utterance in the arena of freedom. A democracy in its formative 
period is often like a man under the spell of nightmare, whose voice, when 
he imagines himself uttering a clear noonday message to a listening world, 
is only heard through an incoherent cry. Democracy must have her Crom- 
well before she can have her Gladstone! But a spiritual democracy, a re- 
public within the church of Jesus Christ, has its oracles of the Holy Spirit; 
and all the kindred democracies of our American Christianity should bring 
their own self-poise, their own ideals, to the aid of every true democracy in 
the political world. 

And let us make liberty the vehicle of progress, and prove to all the 
world that absolutism is not essential to efficiency. When once a true 
democracy has found itself, when there is unity and harmony between the 
various factors of popular government, when the whole body, whether 
church or state, is possessed of that organic energy which is the life of 
freedom, then all the gardens and vineyards of civilization will spring 
into newness of life. 

I call you to witness the practical efficiency of freedom as exemplified 
in the French Republic. How stands the history? The Frenchman as a 
subject went down at Waterloo. The Frenchman as a subject went down 
at Sedan. But the Frenchman as a citizen, as the finished unit of the new 
democracy, undér the banners of freedom, behold him, ‘to-day standing at 
Verdun like the very genius of Liberty herself, against all the tidal waves 
of the greatest war the world has ever known! 

Liberty is just as efficient in the province of the church as in the prov- 
ince of the state. And ‘I beseech you in the name of our embattled civiliza- 
tion, in the name of all humanity, in the name of the Triune God, stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free! For I warn you to-day, - 
by the subtlest signs of the times, that unless the spiritual democracy of the 
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Kingdom of Christ shall become the companion and ‘monitor of democracy 
in the political world, then the genius of tyranny which is being driven out 
of the political world will surely find a refuge and a throne in the religious 
world. Such a process is already unveiling itself before the world. And, in 
this crisis, the spirit of democracy needs not only the help of liberty-loving 
peoples, but also and primarily the help of the liberty-loving churches of the 
world. Your Church will be forever true to the people. And I pledge you 
that the Methodist Protestant Church will. never compromise with any 
tyranny on the earth, whether it is enthroned in a Vatican'or hides in evolu- 
tionary form in the mildest Episcopal hierarchy. 


Yet again, we can link our two kindred churches with the great onward 
movements of the Kingdom of God. We can strive to do our share in the 
great missionary, educational, and evangelistic provinces of the peoples. We 
are'still more akin in the fact that we are already enlisted, with consecrated 
zeal, in these holy enterprises. I congratulate you on the splendid record 
you have made during the last quadrennium. You have booked a net increase 
of forty-five thousand members. That is glorious news, but I rejoice with 
you still more in the holy discontent which still possesses you, and that 
you are planning yet larger things for the future. : 

The Methodist Protestant Church also made substantial progress during 
the past four years; and we have launched a forward movement; a move- 
ment which, to speak in a paradox, began even before it was inaugurated. 
The moment we concluded our separate procedure on the union question at 
Columbus, I prepared an address to our annual conferences on the subject of 
the progressive development of our denominational work, and a series of 
resolutions calling for a forward movement in all departments of the church. 
These resolutions were adopted and incorporated in annual conference 
minutes; and, in our General Conference, at Zanesville, these factors of 
progress, coming up from every quarter of the Church, were organized into 
a forward movement program, and we have set among our standards of 
achievement, a twenty-five per cent. increase in membership and one million 
dollars for missions and education. 

Again, men and brethren, even while we are sailing on separate streams, 
whether they are meeting streams or currents that flow in parallel channels, 
we can do this; we can forget ourselves, with all the non-essentials that 
divide us, and we can remember, with increasing devotion, ‘the great funda- 
mentals of the faith. We can lift our Calvary a little higher above the 
mountains, our Bible a little higher ‘among the books, and our Christ a 
little higher above the creeds. f 

But let me say, yet again, in one last word, that we should labor for the 
progressive affiliation and for the final union of all the kindred democracies 
of our American Christianity. And these two denominations, the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Protestant ‘Church, are 
peculiarly fitted to take the initiative in such a movement; _and this not 
alone because of the suggestive agreement adopted at Indianapolis, not 
alone because of the adequate basis of union already formed, but primarily 
because, in the progress of our negotiations, we have fixed a standard of 
mutual concession which challenges all the records of Christian history. 

And what of the gains already made? What of the memorial-stones 
already set in our church union pilgrimage? ‘What of the fellowships we 
have already formed, and the vows which we have already honored? Shall 
not all these become vital forces in the furtherance of Christian unity 
throughout the world? Yes! And I do verily believe that the consummation 
of the proposed union of our two denominations would give great momentum 
to life movements in every province of the Kingdom of Christ, and would 
hasten, by many years, the essential union of Protestant Christianity. On 
this particular phase of the subject, however, I will not permit myself any 
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further word. For the Methodist Protestant Church carries the banners 
of a just and worthy pride; and our people, having done what the procedure 
in the case requires, can only await, in silent dignity and independence, the 
next parallel step in this prophetic movement. But God grant that both 
of these denominations, so identical in polity and in doctrine, may abandon 
every shadow of false humility on the one hand and of false pride on the 
other, and proclaim their readiness'to welcome every kindred denomination 
to an enlarged program of union, and yet to announce our readiness to re- 
spond to the initiative of any kindred denomination which seems to offer 
a better program, or one with elements of strength which will supplement 
our own. Only let our one high purpose be to unite, by whatsoever method, 
the Protestant forces of America and of the world. 

For the time is short, men and brethren; the time is very short! The 
crisis of the ages is upon us! All the problems of the centuries are crowding 
for solution in this one high moment. All armies are gathered in the 
field of battle; all navies are marshalled on the sea! But the chariots of 
fire are still in the mountains of the Lord, and the whispering winds of 
heaven are still in the mulberry trees of the orchard of faith! And I prophesy 
unto you, that in this approaching warfare of the spiritual world, in this 
Armageddon of the ages, a divided Protestant Church, a contending Protest- 
ant Church, will stand like a broken-hearted prophet amid the ruins of a 
fallen temple. But a united Protestant Church shall come up out of the 
wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved; and all the nations of the earth 
shall come to the marriage supper of the Lamb, when he shall present unto 
himself the Bride ineffable, even a glorious church, [Applause]. 


THe PRESIDENT. The representative of our denomination who has been 
most intimately associated with Doctor Davis, of the Methodist Protestant 
General Conference has been our own Bishop G. M. Mathews, who will re- 
spond to this splendid greeting and presentation of the situation between 
these two sister bodies. I have pleasure in presenting Bishop G. M. Mathews. 

Bishop Mathews made the following response to the address of Doctor 
Davis: ; 


I wish we had time in the midst of the pleasure of our business to 
speak more words of appreciation in answer to these eloquent addresses 
that we have just heard. It is a great pleasure and honor to have these 
representatives of the Methodist Protestant denomination with us this 
morning. The tremendous overwhelming vote four years ago upon the part 
of the whole Conference committing it to the Bishops to present the merger 
to our annual conferences justifies the coming of these distinguished repre- 
sentatives of the Methodist Protestant denomination here to-day. 


Personally, I am deeply and intimately drawn to the Church which 
these two brethren represent. Doctor Davis attended a United Brethren 
Sunday school when he was but a boy. My father-in-law was an honored 
member of the Methodist Protestant Church and died in that faith. My wife 
was a member of the Methodist Protestant Church when I took her into my 
heart. And so we are intimately associated in many ways. Although my 
wife was a loyal member of the Methodist Protestant Church, she became 
a splendid, loyal United Brethren. I said to her the other day, “What is 
your attitude towards the United Brethren Church?” And she said: “I am 
a thousand times more loyal than you.” She wouldn’t turn her back upon 
the Methodist Protestant denomination but she has her face towards the 
future in all the movements of the United Brethren Church. 

Doctor Funk and I had the honor ‘to represent our denomination last 
year at Zanesville, as official representatives. We received a cordial re- 
ception and the fellowship was very delightful. When I came away ‘from 
that General Conference, \ felt that there is no reason on earth so far as 
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the spirit and real purpose of the denominations are concerned, for us to stay 
apart. They complied with the requirements in the contract and took a 
vote and adopted their part of the merger, but we came up to a snag—to a 
point that seemed to be an insuperable difficulty—and we honestly confessed 
that so far as a vote was concerned, in carrying out our part of the contract, 
the seemingly insuperable difficulties that were in the way in different 


‘secticns of this country with reference to the consummation of the propo- 


sition to merge the two denominations in one organic union, forced us to 
halt. 

Docter Davis has stated a fact that we appreciate. We also have dis- 
content with reference to the conditions all about us as a denomination, and. 
we have our faves turned towards the future. Under the pressure of this 
discontent and the leadership of the Holy Spirit, we propose as a denomina- 
tion to go forward for the achievemént of great moral and spiritual victories. 
We hope the day will soon dawn when there will be such an enlightenment, 
and a higher and broader sentiment among kindred denominations, that many 
shall come together in a larger merger; indeed, when all the evangelical 
denominations of the earth shall come together in one great universal 
organization, and the whole church of the living God shall march together 
as one solid phaianx, such a united effort will usher in the time when not 
a saloon shall be left in this country, when righteousness shall prevail in 
all human relations, when men shall be changed by the miracle of regenera- 
tion and become children of God. 

May God put his blessing upon the Methodist Protestant denomination, 
so splendid in its spirit, so nearly like us in its attitude and holy purposes. 
May the prayer of Jesus Christ speedily be answered when we all shall be 
one as he and the Father are one. And ag you have resolved to go forward 
in all the aggressive lines of activity, so we shall go forward, not with any 
bitterness, nor in the spirit of competition, but to join with you in a com- 
mon purpose to build up the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. May God, by. his 
Holy Spirit, put into us all the spirit of union, the spirit of federation, the 
spirit of co-operation, and cleanse away all prejudice and narrowness and 
hasten the time when on the brow of Jesus Christ a crown of glory shall be 
placed because of our oneness and unity in him. [Applause]. 


Dr. W. O. Jones, of Nebraska Conference. I do not wish to precipitate a 
discussion, but is a motion in order at this time? 

Tur PRESIDENT. State what it is. 

Doctor Jones. I have an abiding conviction that one of the great things 
in the program of the church is before us now, and I believe it is a part 
of the program of Jesus Christ and is not insuperable. Therefore, I move 
that the Board of Bishops, Judges McFaul, Bennett, and Brewer constitute 
a committee to study the seeming impediments, obstructions, and difficulties 
in the way of organic church union with the Methodist Protestant Church 
and other churches of like faith and polity, and that they present to this 
body a course of procedure for the elimination of these difficulties. [Signed | 
W. O. Jones, of Nebraska. 

Rey. D.'L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I second the motion. 

The motion was adopted. 

Rev. M. S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. A question of privilege. I 
would like by common consent to reconsider the first item of the Home Mis- 
sionary report.of yesterday, and if you will allow, I would state why I 
would like you to reconsider it by common consent, so you will know whether 
you want to reconsider it. ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Brother Bovey asks if you will, by unanimous consent, 
vote to reconsider the report of the Committee on Home Missions so he 
may call attention to what he believes was a very vital omission which can 


be corrected. Are you all agreed? j 
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Votcres. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. The report is before you. Proceed. 

(After some discussion it became evident that Brother Bovey’s amend- 
ment was unnecessary and the following pronouncement came from the 
chair: ) 

Tue Presipenr. All right. It appears to be understood now after can- 
vassing this matter somewhat informally that the proposal which Brother 
Bovey made was really not necessary. That therefore, it may be withdrawn 
and that the whole article as it stands now is satisfactory and covers the 
case so completely that it represents the deliberate action of this body. With 
that understanding we pass the item, and the original report as passed yester- 
day,‘is the final action of this body. 


Bisuor KrepHartT. May I present a resolution as to the Bible cause? 
THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Kephart has the floor. 
BisHorp Kepyuarr. “The'American Bible Society, organized in 1816, has 


been the practical and active ally of the Protestant Church for one hundred | 


years, having published the Bible in one hundred and fifty languages, having 
distributed one hundred and seventeen millions of copies, having kept the 
Holy Scriptures at a price within the reach of the poorest, having provided 
Bibles for all denominations for distribution in Bible lands, and justly and 
deservingly appeals to the Church of the United Brethren in Christ for greatly 


increased financial aid in the carrying forward of its great indispensable 


task, fundamental to both our Home and Foreign Missionary activities. 
Resotvep, therefore, that this General Conference express its great satis- 
faction in receiving Dr. A. F, Ragatz, the Secretary of the Society for the 
Western Agency; and, further, we hereby call upon our laymen, pastors, 
conference superintendents, and Bishops to be diligently careful to see that 
an annual offering for the Bible Society is taken in harmony with the provi- 


sion of Discipline, page 51. [Signed] Cyrus J. KrepHart, G. E. McDonaxp.” | 


The resolution was adopted. 

PresipeNt I. J. Goop, We have another special report of the Committee 
on Church Government for printing. 

THE PreswwenT, It will go to the printer. 

(No copy having been furnished the recording secretary and the 


minute secretary’s record not showing to what this report pertained, it is | 


impossible at this time to state to what this report referred. ) 

THE PRESIDENT. We have a telegram from some parties in Montana 
that we will hear. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


A Beach, N. D., May 17, 1917. 
“GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, Wicurra, Kansas: The 
Ladies’ Aid Society of the United Brethren church at Ollie, Montana, send 
greetings to the Bishops, officers, and delegates assembled. Mrs. D. Christian- 
son, president; Mrs. A. Prouty, vice-president; Mrs. Lee Hopper, secretary; 
Mrs. Wm.. Kirwan, treasurer; Mrs. W. M. Smeltzer, chaplain.” ; 


THE Presipent. A motion to have an answer authorized by the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence will be in order. 

Rey. M. S. Bovry, of Montana Conference. 'I so move. 

Seconded. The motion was adopted. 

Dr. M. R. Batrinerr, of Sandusky Conference. Our Committee on 
Four-Year Program would like a consideration of our report. We want to 
take it up when we have some time for consideration. 


Proressor Mark Keprent. Report of Committee on Stewardship is ready 
for printing. ; 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 518 


Tue PRESIDENT. Proceed to print. 
‘The report is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 

Change Discipline, Chapter XV., page 118, by substituting the following 
for the third paragraph, so that the paragraph will read: “It shall be the 
duty of each pastor to instruct his people 'regularly and systematically in 
regard to tithing, and to teach them that giving to the cause of God is not 
optional with Christians, but that it is a duty commanded and emphasized of 
God, and that in planning the use of their incomes they should put God’s 
claims first, and that the amount of their giving is not optional with them 
until they have met God’s minimum, the tithe.” [Signed] Mark KEPPEL, 
Chairman; H. S. Nreupine, Secretary, 


Dr. A. R. CLippincer, of Miami Conference. I think we ought to have 
the Four-Year Program. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the report of the Committee 
on Four-Year Program. Let us give attention. 

Rey. M. H. Frye, of Minnesota Conference. I move that we consider 
this report as we go, item by item. ; 

Seconded by Rev. W. W. Moody, of East Ohio Conference. The motion 
was adopted. 

THE Presipent. The secretary will read. If you want any amendment 
as we go along, it will be noted. If not, it will be understood that we are 
approaching a final vote. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOUR-YEAR ‘PROGRAM, 

Your committee recommends the adoption of the following and its publi- 
cation to the Church as the statement of the great purpose of the Church 
for the coming quadrennium: 

It is evident that no church or denomination can achieve its best success 
unless it presents to its constituency a positive and comprehensive program 
that includes related tasks and united effort. The need of the hour for our 
denomination is'a sane, well-defined, aggressive, and constructive program of 
advance, that will call out our large resources and challenge the united 
efforts of our boards, institutions, annual conferences, and local churches 
for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 

The key-words for such a program are a devotional atmosphere, an 
evangelistic passion, an educational ideal, a missionary spirit, efficient 
leadership, the stewardship of life and wealth, and co-operative effort under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Recognizing the abundant resources of God and the needs of the world 
in this decisive hour, we propose a four-years’ program of earnest endeavor 
to attain our reasonable ideals for an efficient Church. 


I. THE AIM. 


The aim of this Four-Year Program is to meet the challenging oppor- 
tunities before our denomination at home and abroad as we pass the one- 
hundredth anniversary of our first General Conference and begin a new 
century of organized Church life. Bienes ; : 

This is to be realized through the vitalization of our church membership 
and by leading our forces into such a courageous advance in evangelism, 
education, missions, and individual activities as shall arrest attention and 
secure the largest growth and efficiency of every department of our local 
churches, and so strengthen our departmental work and institutions as to 
greatly intensify our united influence upon America and the world. 
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II. Goats. 


1. The entire membership of every local church spiritually quickened, 
organized, and enlisted in various forms of service; through prayer and 
personal effort winning 100,000 to Christ and the Church at home and abroad 
and increasing by twenty-five per cent. the enrollment of our Sunday schools 
and Christian Endeavor societies. A 


. Dr. M. R. Barrinerr. There seemed to be some omission. This is not 
printed exactly as our committee had it, as we thought. I would like to 
make this motion or addition, that after the word “winning” in the third 
line of Goal No. 1, we make it read, “150,000 to Christ and securing a net 
increase of 100,000 to the Church at home and abroad,” etc. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you agreed to this? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. I hear no dissent. It therefore becomes your action. - 
Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


2. Our institutions of learning enriched and strengthened as training 
agencies for Christian service through an increase of 2,000 students, 500 
additional trained ministers, missionaries, and educational leaders, and 
$1,500,000 in new funds for better equipment, endowment scholarships, and 
aid to men and women entering upon the ministry or missionary work. 


Dr. G. D. Barporr, of Hast Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to 
suggest that after the word “learning” in the first line the phrase be added, 
“at home and abroad.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you all agreed to this? If go, you will say “agreed.” 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE Presipent. All right; it is so amended by your unanimous consent. 

PRESIDENT I. J. Goop. In accordance with the action of the Committee 
on Education, we have this recommendation: We are setting up a goal of 
educational influence, which, if we leave in one body as a whole, we are 
afraid the Church will simply throw up its hands and say it is too big; we 
can’t reach it. And we think that the aggregate of these goals ought to be 
made the goal of the Church, and then the individual members of the 
Church will relate those properly to the whole goal. ‘In order to do that, 
and make the work easier for the men who are trying to solve the problem, 
and to make the goal more practicable for the Church, we have this recom- 
mendation to the men that are working out the problem, that instead of 
having $1,500,000 in new funds, that we insert $2,000,000 in new funds, to 
be distributed in the several fields as their individual goals, as follows: 
and I would like to state this that these goals as stated are already largely 
the goals of the institutions, as follows: 


Otterbein University ........ $400,000 Philomath Collegensca ake sh 75,000 

beandery Clans <52)6 canteens 250,000 Shenandoah Institute ....... 75,000 

Lebanon Valley .....csm..ce 250,000 Indiana Central University.. 250,000 

York -Coleret i. age een pee 200,000 Bonebrake Theological Sem. . 250,000 
. Kansas City University..... 250,000 


That is exactly as reported by the Committee on Education and as 
agreed to by the educational forces. Now, I might mention this, that this 
is not a matter of getting so great a fund and distributing to the institu- 
tions, but it is a matter as to distributing the goal. : 

THE PRESIDENT. What will be your pleasure? Can you also agree to 
this amendment by general consent? 
Voices, Agreed, agreed. 
THE PresipentT. I hear no dissent. So it will become u 
the head of Item II. The secretary will proceed SS ee 
Secretary Hammack reads: 
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: 3. For missions, home and foreign, and church erection, Board of 
Education and Seminary, exclusive of special funds indicated in the preced- 
ing, Sunday schools, Christian Endeavor, conference extension, orphanages, 
home and other benevolences beyond the bounds of the local church, the sum 
of $700,000 for the first year, $800,000 for the second year, and $900,000 
for the third year, and $1,000;000 for the fourth year.” 


PRESIDENT W. G. CLIPPINGER, of Southeast Ohio Conference. In order that 
there may be no misunderstanding, and that our people might come to the 
conclusion that this item should include cash or its equivalent in No. 2, 
of endowment, I suggest that the words “cash or its equivalent” be inserted 
either at the beginning of the paragraph or at such place in the paragraph 
as the form seems best—at the close of the paragraph—that it be put in at 
the most convenient place. 

THE PRESIDENT. President Clippinger proposes that “in cash or its 
equivalent” be inserted at the proper place in paragraph 3 of the goals. 
Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE Presipent. There is no dissent. It is your action. And it is 
placed immediately following the word “year” at the close of the paragraph. 

Dr. 8. S. Houcu. May I make a statement here:- You will find difficulty 
in carrying out the suggestions that certain cash amounts as may be re- 
ported from No. 2, to be excluded from No. 8, and to collect them—that 
has been found to be difficult in other communions that have a similar 
program, I should think that when you sum it all up that way, we want 
in there a clean-cut statement—is what you have given in cash or its 
equivalent from every source whatever, as a straight gift from this Church 
from benevolence, beyond the bounds of the local church, I suggest that it 
will make it clearer and better if you cut out that phrase “exclusive of 
special funds indicated in the preceding,” and let it stand as the one report 
from this Church, and that will give everybody a correct report of what 
actually was given every twelve months in this Church for benevolence 
beyond its bounds—a thing which we haive never had, and a thing that ought 
not to be deferred longer in my judgment. So I think you will lose nothing 
at all by cutting that out. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Now, if you are sufficiently clear, Doctor Hough pro- 
poses that we take out of Item 3 the words “exclusive of special funds indi- 
eated in the preceding.” Are you all agreed to the omission of that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tur PRESIDENT. It is by unanimous consent. Proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 

Ill. NOTES ON METIHODS AND AGENCIES. 

1. Personal devotional study of the Word of God for the deepening of 
the spiritual life; evangelism, personal, or pastoral, lay, or vocational; 
every soul won, set to work immediately in winning others, Rois Tiss 

2. The strongest emphasis on the call of God for life service in minis- 
terial and missionary work, and the proper training of recruits. sees 

3. A well-directed annual campaign of information and inspiration on 
stewardship, missions, and education to be followed by a thorough every- 
aaah ae Meee” of education in our colleges and seminary as well as 
i 85 our Church communities to give each member of the Church a vision 
of our needs and unswerving purpose to accomplish the work before us as a 
Sa pare of Administration shall have charge of the general direc- 
tion of this four-year program. The existing agencies, including the Church 
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departments, shall co-operate with the board in enlisting the whole Church 
in the whole program. i 

6. In the annual conferences, the administration of this four-year pro- 
gram to be under the direction of the conference superintendent and coun- 
cil of administration. 

7. Each local church to create, under direction of the pastor, a four- 
years’ program committee which shall seek to realize its share of the goals 
under plans best suited to its local conditions, 

8. Each board and institution of the Church to be responsible for the 
accomplishment of its part of the program, and the head of each department 
to co-operate sympathetically with the other departments and with the 
Board of Administration in the realization of all the goals. 

9. Our publication- department being a necessary factor in the early 
and proper accomplishment of our possibilities as set forth in this program, 
the publisher and editors are instructed to render all assistance possible 
through practical and sympathetic co-operation. 

10. The Board of Administration shall have power to appoint, if neces- 
sary, a secretary to devote his time to the leadership of this program through 
this quadrennium. The expense of this secretary shall be a charge against 
the Church budget. (Provided that if the Board of Administration so decide, 
these expenses may be apportioned among the funds secured during the 
campaign.) 


Rey. 8S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I-move that No. 10, under Notes 
on Methods and Agencies be stricken out. 

Seconded by Dr. L. W. Stahl. 

PresipeNT W. G. CLippiNGeR. I would like to say a word, not only with 
reference to that particular paragraph but as it relates itself to the entire 
program as it is outlined in the paragraph. 

I recognize aS a member of this Conference—I am keeping in sym- 
pathetic touch with present existing conditions—when we come to the 
adoption of this program, it is more than a set of resolutions, for it is the 
first time in the history of this denomination that we make such a proposi- 
tion, and we should so correlate our work as to bring ourselves in a united 
program as to our conception of a goal for our Church. Now, the proposi- 
tion is: Put this in the hands of the Board of Administration. The further 
proposition is that they shall have the privilege, if they choose, of selecting 
a secretary to promulgate this work, to carry it on; that this may be charged 
against the budget, or to the various interests which are soliciting money or 
from which the money may be derived. I do not see how this program, so 
promising, can be brought to the attention of the entire denomination without 
some such organization as this, and I for one would be very sorry indeed 
if this item should be stricken out, and the work left to the various depart- 
ments themselves. It is clearly understood that each department shall repre- 
sent its own interests, and promote those interests suggested in the program, 
and as related to the department. This is a denominational program, This 
is a program which shall attempt to bring about those things that we have 
never yet dreamed of. Now, it doesn’t demand it, but it leaves it in the hands 
of the Board of Administration that they mmay do this, and I trust we shall 
give them the power to do the thing which in their wisdom seems best to do. 

Pror. J. H. Rurpusu. In Item 10, I move to amend so it will read as 


follows: q) 3954 
THE PresIpeNT. Just hold. We have a motion now to eliminate Item 10. 
Do you mean to amend that? . 


PROFESSOR RuEBUSH. I move as a substitute, then, the following “The 
Board of Administration shall have power to appoint, if necessary, a secre- 
tary to devote his time to the leadership of the program through the quad- 
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rennium. The expense of this secretary shall be a charge against the funds 
secured during the campaign. [Signed] J. H. Rurpuszu.” 

Seconded by Rev. C. A. Hendershct. 

Dr. 8. 8. Hoven. In doing this, you do not instruct that committee to 
appoint a secretary, as I understand it. If you will take into account the 
magnitude of the work which you are now undertaking, I think you ought 
not to arbitrarily cut their ropes and prevent them from making this a 
great success, securing the funds for this commission from agencies—big 
mien are willing to give big things to do as a big job, every time. And I 
favor the motion as it is now amended—I would if I had the opportunity to 
vote. But, may I make this suggestion here: That in- voting this through, 
it be our distinct understanding that we are not going to simply put this 
thing ovér on a secretary. That isn’t the business that is before this Church 
now, I hope. If there is one thing above another that needs to grip us very 
deeply, all of us, it is this: that the thing that we propose to do in this hour 
is the greatest thing that this denomination has ever undertaken to do. 
That is the first thing. And the next thing is this: that it cannot be done 
by a board of administration, and it cannot be done by putting the thing on to 
a secretary, no matter who he may be. It must be done by the entire constit- 
uency of this Church with the pastors leading, getting the whole congregation 
of every local church back of this thing, organized, as has been indicated 
in this program, so that every man in his thinking and in his praying and 
in his planning for gifts for the Kingdom of God will relate all of his life to 
the whole united program for the United Brethren Church for the next four 
years. Now, if this means that we are going to slow up on that and put the 
whole responsibility over on a board of administration and over on a sec- 
retary, for heaven’s sake, vote it down. But if it does mean to instruct this 
committee that you are going to elect to use its best intelligence with the dis- 
tinct understanding that these men are to be big men, resourceful men, men 
of to-day, who are able to do the job, including Bishops, secretaries, confer- 
ence superintendents, every pastor, every local church in the denomination, 
and it may be necessary, in order to get out the literature and to organize 
the work, to get some man, if this committee sees fit later on, who will give 
at least part of his time to gathering in these subscriptions and promoting 
the different departments of the work. I don’t think you want to hinder 
them from doing that if they think it ought to be done. But for heaven’s 
sake, in passing, let us not heave a sigh of relief that we have passed this, 
and now will go to something else and forget about it, for we would better not 
do it if we are going to fall down on it in that way. But, if we are going 
to do it and get the whole Church interested in it and in the things that 
the Church stands for, and then give the churches a chance to work on it, 
then don’t let us go to these local churches and tell them everything to begin 
with, but let the pastors do it and the laymen in the local churches, and 
they can feel it is their job and not the job of a secretary or of a board. 

Rev. S. L. Topp. As mover of the first motion that you are attempting 
to amend, I want to give my reasons for making this motion. If we are to 
have a secretary, let us state it clear. Let this General Conference elect that 
secretary now and fix his salary. I made the motion in order that this power 
be not given to the board to appoint if they should deem it necessary. I agree 
with the goals and will do all I can in every way; but we do really want 
to know, and I think we are convinced by the arguments, that the intention. 
is to have a secretary. And I believe we ought to say here and now that if 
we are going to have another secratary, we should fix his salary along with 
all the other secretaries. 

Brstrop Marurws. I have between one hundred and two hundred letters 
in answer to a questionnaire sent to these delegates, and these delegates are 
perfectly familiar, having had nights and days and weeks to look over all 
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these things and this is simp]y an expression of the sentiment expressed in 
these answers—it is a fine program. Some of us sat up day and night for 
weeks, and it is on our heart and in our brain. Nothing in the history of this 
denomination has ever come before us for official action as an aggressive 
measure greater than this program, brethren. It will go down in history as 
a great epoch and a great advance step. Now, I don’t put in any “‘if’ there. 
I take it for granted that these delegates have been familiar with some of 
the items of the program—or all of the items—and that they, as our great 
elders and our great laymen, will co-operate in these plans, and we are going 
to have the greatest advance in our denomination if we will take this four- 
year program and get behind it with all our energies and wisdom. I would 
like to sing, when you pass it, “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.” 


Rey. C. A. Henprrsnor. As one of the movers of this amendment, I 
would like to say a few words. 3 


G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. A point of order. They are 
not talking to the motion. 

THE PRESIDENT. You must talk to the substitute offered by Professor 
Ruebush. : 

Rey. C. A. Henprrsuor. I would like to talk to the amendment. There 
are some things we ought to understand about the amendment. I trust in 
our legislation we will act calmly. This amendment is to try to eliminate 
the objectionable features. I do not believe that any of us want to kill this 
entire report by. cutting out this last item, and I, as one of the movers, 
offered this amendment, that this may stand upon its own merits. It does 
not eliminate our general secretary. It does not interfere with him in any 
way. And it does not unload all this upon a general secretary. But this 
amendment does give this committee the right, if they want to hire a sec- 
retary, to go out in the field and hire that secretary and pay him out of 
the funds that they raise and place it upon its own merits and does not add 
the extra expense, and eliminates the objectionable measure. You eliminate 
Item 10 and you kill the whole four-year program. This amendment is to 
Save this program. We are Christians and let’s give this legislation, that 
touches the Discipline of our Church, due consideration. Let us save this 
four-year program. It is the greatest thing this Church has ever taken in 
an advanced step. 

THE PRESENT. Don’t you think we would get ahead now if you would 
have the original article read and then Mr. Ruebush’s substitute read—the 
amendment, you will remember. Look at No. 10, all of you. The motion 
made by Brother Todd was to strike out the whole item, and then Brother 
Ruebush moved to substitute. Now, the item is before you—the motion to 
strike out, and Mr. Ruebush’s substitute—and we will ask to have the latter 
read just now, and then probably you are ready to act. 

Secretary Hammack reads the substitute: “The Board of Administration 
shall have power to appoint, if necessary, a secretary to devote his time to 
the leadership of the program through the quadrennium. The expense of 
this secretary shall be a charge against the funds secured during the cam- 
paign.” 

Tue PRESIDENT, Now, that substitute is before you. 

The substitute was adopted. 

Rey. 8S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. One-half the General Conference 
did not vote on that proposition. 

Docror Putter. What became of the motion, as amended?. 

THE PRESTDENT. This was a substitute for the amendment and took the 
place of both the original article, as it came from the committee, and the pro- 


Sate bgeies The substitute prevails and becomes the original act. 
roceed, 
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Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. Before we leave this section, 
may I have permission to refer to Paragraph 6? That was read rapidly. I 
would like to suggest an amendment to Paragraph 6, to be made by inserting 
the word “Bishop” in front of “conference superintendent,” so it will read 
as follows: “In the annual conferences, the administration of this four-year 
program to be under the direction of the Bishop, conference superintendent, 
and council of administration.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you all agreed? If so, say “agreed.” 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is so ordered. Proceed. 

Pres. W. G. CLipprncer, of Southeast Ohio Conference. JI would like to 
ask a question for interpretation. I voted for the amendment to strike out 
Paragraph 10, and did it with some misgivings because I was ready to con- 
cede, but does that really mean now that the distribution of expense is to 
the institutions of learning only? If so, I am willing to subscribe to it, 
although I feel it is entirely unfair. There is not a department of the Church 
which would not profit directly or indirectly by it, or share alike with it. I 
simply raise the question. ” 

THE PRESIDENT. It is the understanding of the chair that your action 
means to make the expense of any secretary for additional work chargeable 
against the funds raised. That makes it very simple after all. 

E. L. Saury. As a member of the committee, I happened to write this 
paragraph, and I know what it means; that is exactly as the chairman stated, 
among the funds secured in proportion. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right. Proceed. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK reads: 


SPECIAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In view of the urgent and imperative claims of our aged ministers and 
missionaries, we recommend that a special commission be appointed to plan 
for a great pension fund campaign, this commission to report fully to the 
next General Conference. 


Rey. W. L. Curpress, of Louisiana Conference. A very important item 
we are considering. They are to report four years from now to the next 
General Conference something about raising a fund for superannuated min- 
isters. I suppose the ministers who die of starvation will report that fact 
in heaven hereafter. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to adopt the paper? 

G. K. Harrman, of Kansas Conference. I would like to see some definite 
action taken now beside the five theusand from the Publishing House. We 
have a minister and his wife who have worked faithfully, in the First 
Church at Topeka, and to-morrow they will celebrate their golden wedding, 
We have another noble man and wife who are back home. They can’t con- 
tinue. She is going back to her home. I wish that here and now some action 
would be taken whereby these dear, old people of our Church may be made 
to feel that we are back of them adequately. I wish I could go back to Topeka 
and tell them that in this General Conference we have tried to do something 
worth while. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move to amend this 
item by striking out the fourth line after the word “campaign,” and it would 
read, “In view of the urgent and imperative claims of our aged ministers 
and missionaries, we recommend that a special commission be appointed to 
plan for a great pension fund campaign, for the immediate and pressing 
demands of these beloved fathers and mothers of our ministry.’ And I move 
to get it before you that that part be stricken out. 

B. L. Suury. I have no objection, personally, to the amendment, except 
this one thing. I have seen so many things in this Church of ours fail 
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because they went off half-cocked. We jumped into them before we were 
ready. With the great things that necessarily press upon us for these four 
years, in our educational institutions, so absolutely vital to our life in every 
way, we are in danger of overdoing things, and this commission might come 
in with a recommendation for a hundred thousand dollars or more, where 
we ought to have five hundred thousand dollars—if we went at it alone we 
could perhaps get more than five hundred thousand dollars for the fund. 
Now, it seems to me it would be wisdom on our part with the provision 
already made for temporary help—it is not much, I know—but it is as much 
as we have ever had at any time. With this provision already made, let us 
take time to think over this thoroughly during the next years to come, and 
find a great, big plan that shall comprehend a home for our old and young, 
too—our aged ministers and all, and be ready the day after our General Con- 
ference meets, four years from now, to put something before the Church that 
will mean something. That is the only objection I have to this proposition. 

Dr. L. W. Srauu. I do not see why one of the most important interests 
of this Church should be deferred for four years. Other denominations, at 
this time, are making a special effort along this line. We are reading in the 
religious press, editorial after editorial on this subject, urging the importance 
of this matter among the people—the public as well as the religious world; 
and while this matter is being agitated, there is interest created. I have 
been interested in this matter for over forty years. I am past the medium 
point of life, and I hope that I may never have occasion to ask for help along 
this line. I was interested in it when they calied me a boy preacher. I am 
interested in it to-day. I hope this General Conference will not defer this 
matter even a year hence, but will include and press it with the other inter- 
ests of this Church. 


Rev. W. L. Cuimpress. We have not had any program for helping the 
superannuated ministers in this Church. We have had a wishy-washy, dilly- 
dally sort of program that didn’t amount to anything. Now, here is a gentle- 
man that proposes to wait four years. [A voice, Louder.]. I can’t talle any 
louder. I know of a lady who went into church with an ear trumpet. The 
janitor had never seen an ear trumpet, and he walked over and touched her 
arm and said, “One toot with that and out you go.” [Laughter.] I am in 
favor of doing something for the superannuated preachers of this Church. 
Forty or fifty men in the last fifteen years, since I have been studying tne 
situation, have been driven out of this Church. We are everlastingly praying 
to the Almighty whether we have got to eat green persimmons to draw up 
our stomachs to fit our rations. [Laughter.] 

THE PrREswENT. Let us hear your amendment, Brother Ayers. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. I have refrained from making speeches from the be- 
ginning of this Conference, excepting a few remarks. IT am greatly interested 
in this resolution, not because my hair is silver gray—not that—with 
my good Brother Stahl, I hope the day shall never come that I shall ask 
one penny, and I hope it will not, but a number of us are growing old and 
there are worthy brothers and sisters needing it. I was sitting by the side 
of a man at the table during this Conference, who told me that in the city 
where he was working, there were five United Brethren preachers who were 
serving in other denominations without a United Brethren representing our 
Church in that city. Large numbers of United Brethren ministers that have 
served as pastors in this denomination, have gone out to end up their old 
days in churches that would support them, if need be, and the time is here, 
brethren, when we must take this matter into consideration. You are not 
going to get young men in this Church, you are not going to keep them, with- 
out a view of their support when they have grown old in the work of this 
Church. The time is here when we must make provision, and I hope that you 
will not wait one year. You have waited four years since the last General 
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Conference on this matter. I hope you will not wait another year. I ask 
that you pass this resolution in favor of immedate action. This is in favor, 
not only of our old preachers, but it will help our young men to stay in 
our Church. [Great applause.] If I were a school teacher to-day I wouldn’t 
think of staying in a State or a district that would not make provision for 
me after I had served them for forty or fifty years. Would you? We are 
living in days of awful reality, and we must put up something that will 
demand our men staying in this Church. I pray you, brethren, to pass upon 
this question as we would like to have you, and put it into the hands of this 
commission to create a fund to get on the job at once. God bless you! 

BisHor Krepuarr. A point of order, please. I am under the impression 
that the entire matter, if it is passed, will be recognized as disciplinary 
action or legislative action which should go into the Discipline as legislation. 
This last motion would give to the commission legislative authority, which 
this General Conference cannot afford to do, in my judgment. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I do want to say a few words on this general subject. 
I do not know whether this is the proper time to say them or not. My own 
heart goes out in thankfulness for what the Church is doing, in its really 
meager way to answer this appeal, and yet I know, and you know that the 
answer has not been anything like adequate to what it ought to have been. 
We ought to deal with this matter in a careful, business-like way. We can- 
not do it in a sentimental way. If we could have done the thing in that 
way, it would have been done long ago, for all of us are agreed on the 
proposition as to the wisdom of it and as to its necessity. 

There are three ways by which we may help the superannuated minister 
and his companion. Three different avenues of aid can be drawn from the 
denomination for their benefit. The first is the plan suggested by this resolu- 
tion, where, as I take it, the action ought to be immediate. Postponement 
means doing nothing, in my judgment; postponement means that there will 
be a commission, or a committee, or something appointed.that will take up 
the matter, and nine chances out of ten, it will effervesce and nothing be 
done. That hag been the history, and it is likely that it will be the history 
again. 

: The second method is to distribute the profits of the Printing Establish- 
ment. That is the great thing that has been emphasized for the last twenty 
years. Now, I have no objections to that. In these twenty years we have 
distributed fifty thousand dollars for this purpose. Now, let me discuss that 
side of it just a little, because it ought to be related to this proposition. We 
ought to pull together with the great fundamental principle of aid to these 
superannuated ministers in their need, and we ought to get down to careful 
business thinking along this line. Now, what has the Board of Trustees had 
to say in their sessions for the last twenty years about this vital proposition 
that is before you this morning? In every board meeting there have been 
devoted hours and hours to a study of the proposition as to whether or not 
a greater return can be gotten in the future as well as the present for this 
great, needy cause that is before us to-day. With yearning hearts this 
Board of Trustees has prayed and thought and planned for a future fund 
that will guarantee these people from want and from distress, but that 
plan cannot be worked out in a year or in a quadrennium. It must be 
worked out through a term of years, so that finally it will stand as a Gib- 
raltar of defense against poverty, want, and distress on the part of these 
splendid people. And if I have a personal yearning—I could say it to-day 
because I can say it without seeming in any way to influence any individual 
—if I have a personal yearning to-day, and if I have had a personal yearning 
in these twenty years, it was to work out just that proposition. 

A third avenue is that of the Otterbein Home. Some of you have for- 
gotten that very fundamental thing in connection with that great institution 
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' that during this quadrennium has moved with such gigantic power and 
force that no power can stop it from doing a work that the world will rec- 
ognize. [Applause.] One fundamental thing—that any one who is able to 
do it, may build a three-room or four-room cottage on that ground. The 
ground is there; the grounds are already laid out, and in these cottages we 
can place these splendid men and women—we can place them in that home 
with a contract with the management that when they are not able to take 
care of themselves in that cottage home they will be moved into dormitories 
of that institution, cared for during life, and given a Christian burial at 
death. That is fundamental in that institution, and I am glad to say that 
already several of those homes have been provided for, and I hope and pray 
that we will so rally to this great cause that as a Church we will do our 
full duty in caring for these men. . 

Rev. A. R. Ayers. If we could get the funds from the Publishing House 
we would not be asking for a pension, but we are not able to get them, not 
for many years. In my heart of hearts there is no place like home to me, 
be it ever so humble. Once I have no home to sit down in, once Ihave no 
table to put my own feet under—my own table—I shall be glad to say to 
my brethren, take me to the Church home, and I will sit down \and eat 
at your ‘table, but as long as I have a table to eat on, as long as I have a 
cabin to enter that I can call my own, and invite friends into, and have my 
children come and sit at my side, I shall rather live in it and die in it than 
to go to the best home that any church or organization can give me. God 
Save uS our own individual homes. But when the last days come, and de- 
pendence comes to my good wife and to myself, who have served the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ nearly forty years, then we can say, “The 
Church has provided for us a home.” So when we have none of our own any 
more, we will go to it, but, brethren, as long as I have one of my own I 
want to stay in it. 

PRESIDENT W. G. ‘CLippINGER. Ag president of the committee, will you 
allow me to say a few words touching this. I admit there is an urgent 
appeal for this substitute, and this resolution, touching the importance of 
education also; and as one who has reached the middle line of life I admire 
from the depths of my heart the zeal of these men and women. But we 


have tremendous and pressing and crying needs for Support of our educa- . 


tional institutions just now, with some of them sliding backward for want 
of adequate endowment, just as fast as the wheels of time can take them 
backward, and with others hanging in the balance, and with none of these 
where they are secure I raise this question of whether we will not side- 
track the thing. Personally when the time comes, when we come to put this 
thing through as the committee proposes to do, I should be willing, and able, 
I am sure to go out and get as much and more money for this interest as 
I could for educational interests, but with these two interests, I believe 
one will subtract from the other, and I do not believe we should rush into this 
until we know what we are about. Let us study this for four years, so 
that it may come to us outlined with the best plan to promote it. 

Dr. L. W. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I am afraid that this reso- 
lution asking for the appointment of a special commission will make an in- 
dependent affair out of this, and a competitive factor to our four-year 
program. I think it ought to be referred back to this committee, to be 
included in their four-year program so as to correlate the whole thing under 
the four-year program. So I move that this one paragraph be referred 
back to the committee; and that they will report back, and it can be printed, 
and we can act on the other this afternoon. 

Seconded. 

The motion was carried. 


THE PRESIDENT, It ig referred, and that carries the whole report. 
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Rev. W. L. Cuitpress. A division is called for. 

THE PRESIDENT. A division is called for in the vote. As many as will 
refer this item of the report to the committee for its attention, and with 
the understanding that that carries the report into the hands of the com- 
mittee, will arise and be counted. 

THE PRESIDENT. As many as will vote to refer it back, stand and -be 
counted. 

Thirty-five voted to refer it. 

THE PRESIDENT. As many as are opposed to referring it back will stand 
and be counted. 

[A greater number rise]. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is not referred back to the committee. Are you 
ready to vote? 

Secretary Hammack reads the mgtion of Brother Ayers. 

Calls for the question. ‘ 

Rey. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. When is that commis- 
sion to be appointed? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will have to be decided at once under the decision of 
the chair. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. I would like to inquire whether if that is passed it is 
a part of this report? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Dr. S. S. Houcu. I don’t wish to discuss it. I want to ask a question, 
if this is passed, is it understood that this commission is to work out a 
plan and submit it to the next General Conference for approval? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

THE PRESIDENT. AS many as will vote upon Mr. Ayer’s amendment will 
lift your hands. Opposed by like sign. The amendment is adopted. Are 
you ready to adopt the whole paper? As many as will adopt it will lift the 
hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. [Great applause]. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM. 

Your committee recommends the adoption of the following and its publi- 
eation to the Church as the statement of the great purpose of the Church 
for the coming quadrennium: : 

It is evident that no church or denomination can achieve its best success 
unless it presents to its constituency a positive and comprehensive program 
that includes related tasks and united effort. The need of the hour for our 
denomination is a sane, well-defined, aggressive, and constructive program 
of advance, that will call out our large resources and challenge the united 
efforts of our boards, institutions, annual conferences, and local churches 
for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 

The key-words for such a program are a devotional atmosphere, an 
evangelistic passion, an educational ideal, a missionary spirit, efficient leader- 
ship, the stewardship of life and wealth, and co-operative effort under the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Recognizing the abundant resources of God and the needs of the world 
in this decisive hour, we propose a four-years’ program of earnest endeavor 
to attain our reasonable ideals for an efficient Church, 

THE AIM. 

The aim of this Four-Year Program is to meet the challenging oppor- 
tunities before our denomination at home and abroad, as we pass the one- 
hundreth anniversary of our first General Conference and begin a new cen- 


of organized Church life. : 
a eta is to be realized through the vitalization of our church membership 


and by leading our forces into such a courageous advance in evangelism, 
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education, missions, and individual activities as shall arrest attention and 
secure the largest growth and efficiency of every department of our local 
churches, and so strengthen our departmental work and institutions as to 
greatly intensify our united influence upon America and the world. 


.GOALS, 


1. The entire membership of every local church spiritually quickened, 
organized, and enlisted in various forms of service; through prayer and 
personal effort winning 150,000 and a net increase of 100,000 to Christ and 
the Church at home and abroad, and increasing by twenty-five per cent. the 
enrollment of our Sunday schools and Christian Endeavor societies. 

2. Our institutions of learning, at home and abroad, enriched and 
strengthened as training agencies for Christian service through an increase 
of 2,000 students, 500 additional trained ministers, missionaries, and educa- 
tional leaders and $2,000,000 in new funds for better equipment, endowment 
scholarships, and aid to men and women entering upon the ministry or mis- 
sionary work. 

3. For missions, home and foreign, and church erection, Board of Educa- 
tion and Seminary, Sunday schools, Christian Endeavor, conference extension, 
orphanages, home and other benevolences beyond the bounds of the local 
church, the sum of $700,000 for the first year, $800,000 for the second year, 
and $900,000 for the third year, and $1,000,000 for the fourth year in cash 
or its equivalent. 


NOTES ON METHODS AND AGENCIES, 


1. Personal, devotional study of the Word of God for the. deepening of 
the spiritual life; evangelism, personal or pastoral, lay, or vocational; every 
soul won, set to work immediately in winning others. 

2. The strongest emphasis on the call of God for life service in minis- 
terial and missionary work, and the proper training of recruits. 

3. A well-directed annual campaign of information and inspiration on 
stewardship, missions, and education to be followed by a thorough every- 
member canvass. 

4. A campaign of education in our colleges and seminary as well as in 
all our church communities to give each member of the Church a vision of 
our needs and unswerving purpose to accomplish the work before us as a 
denomination. 

5. The Board of Administration shall have charge of the general direc- 
tion of this four-year program. The existing agencies, including the Church 
departments, shall co-operate with the board in enlisting the whole Church 
in the whole program. 

6. In the annual conferences, the administration of this four-year pro- 
gram to be under the direction of the Bishop, conference superintendent, and 
council of administration, 

7. Each local church to create, under direction of the pastor a four- 
years’ program committee, which shall seek to realize its share of the goals 
under plans best suited to its local conditions, 

8. Each board and institution of the Church to be responsible for the 
accomplishment of its part of the program, and the head of each department 
to co-operate Sympathetically with the other departments, -and with the 
Board of Administration in the realization of all the goals. 

9. Our publication department being a necessary factor in the early 
and proper accomplishment of our possibilities as set forth in this program, 
the publisher and editors are instructed to render all assistance possible 
through practical and sympathetic co-operation. 

10. The Board of Administration shall have power to appoint, if neces- 
Sary, a secretary to devote his time to the leadership of this program through: 
this quadrennium. The expense of this secretary shall be a charge against 
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the Church budget. (Provided, that if the Board of Administration so decide, 
these expenses may be apportioned among the funds secured during the 
campaign. ) 


SPECIAL RECOMMENDATION—-AID TO AGED MINISTERS, 

In view of the urgent and imperative claims of our aged ministers and 
missionaries, we recommend that a special commission be appointed to plan 
for a great pension fund campaign, for the immediate and pressing de- 
mands of these beloved fathers and mothers of our ministry. [Signed] 
M, R. Bariincer, Chairman; A. B. Srarron, Secretary. 


THE. PRESIDENT. Prepare your ballots for Home Missionary Secretary, The 
following board of tellers will take charge: A. A. Maysilles, J. R. Engle, C. J. 
Wheeler, W. H. Smith, and C. BE. Coe. 

The ballot was then taken for Home Missionary Secretary, and the board 
of tellers retired to make the count. 

THE PRESIDENT. Bishop Howard will offer a resolution. ; 

BisHop Howarp. This resolution should have been offered before this. 
I think we all became so hypnotized by that great address by Doctor Davis 
that we forgot, under its spell, to extend ta them the courtesies of this Con- 
ference. Therefore, be it 


“Resolved, First, that we express our appreciation of the intelligence, 
sincerity, consistency, and thoroughly brotherly spirit with which Dr. Lyman 
H. Davis and Dr. Charles H. Beck, the president and secretary of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, and their fellow-churchmen, have manifested in 
each stage of the negotiations, to unite the Methodist Protestant and United 
Brethren churches. Second, we express our appreciation of the presence here 
of these representatives of this great sister denomination, and extend to them 
all the courtesies of this Conference. [Signed] H. H. Four, A. T, Howarp.” 


The resolution was adopted. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Can we take up the report of the Committee on Church 
Government on Board of Administration? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tuer Presipent. The report on the Board of Administration -is taken 
from the table. 

Dr. L. W. Sranx. I move that this report be adopted as read, item by 
item. Seconded. 

Hon R. H. Bennett, of Kansas Conference. I move to substitute the fot- 
lowing for the whole report: 


“1. That we continue the Commission on Finance with such modifica- 
tions as shall be agreed upon by this body. 

“2. That this commission direct or manage the four-year compaign re- 
ferred to in Paragraph 2 of the report. 

“3. That for the balance of such report, substitute the following: That 
the various departments be requested to provide for a complete audit of all 
accounts and furnish to the Church, from time to time, the information neces- 
sary to give clear understanding of the activities and business of such 


departments.” Seconded. 


Tue PRESIDENT. The substitute is before you for the entire report. Are 
you ready to vote? sed 4 

Jupcs BENNETT. May I explain the reason for making this substitute? 
Tt occurs to me that the great outstanding thing in the report, after all, is 
the financial proposition; then why name it by some other name? Second, 
in several General Conferences, in connection with a four-year program, with 
its activities, I have crowned myself with glory by helping to adopt empty 
resolutions of sentimentality that were very similar to this four-year- pro- 
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gram, and unless a dynamo is put in there to work, it won’t amount to a 
hill of beans. A financial commission can work it out just as well as a 
board of administration, so that we have got a dynamo. We did a great thing 
four years ago when we created a Finance Commission. We were going 
ahead by leaps and bounds, just like we are now with the four-year program. 
Now, we are ready to throw that away and name something else. The balance 
of the report only makes the board advisory for certain corporations that 
will do business just as they please, and you can’t help it. And if they didn't 
do it as they pleased it wouid be illegal. So, it seems to me there is greater 
force in the resolution that we request these different departments to pro- 
vide for a complete audit of their work. Now, if you will notice, the report 
asks that they be made similar. When you take the Publishing House eor- 
poration, which is doing hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of business, 
and it employs an auditing committee or company from Chicago to audit all 
of its books, then a local auditing committee for the purpose of the business 
of the House, to have charge of it all the time, and those things seem to be 
necessary because of the multiplicity of activities, and the special business 
character of that kind, why should you have such an expense as that, or such 
a system applied to the Home Missionary Society, or somebody else that only 
handles benevolent funds? It is unnecessary, and for that reason I have 
made this suggestion that they be tequested to provide for a complete audit, 
and give the information that is necessary from time to time to the Church. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote on the substitute? 

E. L. Suuey. Please hold. your watch on me. I believe in the five-min- 
ute rule. 

THE Present. All right; I will watch you. 

E. L. Suury. I wish to say a few words on the matter of the substitute. 
The Commission on Finance, as to its name, is a misnomer, and has been 
from the beginning. The composition of the Commission on Finance is the 


most unfortunate form that could be given. The composition of the Com- © | 


mission on Finance is one of the vital things which is not provided for by 
the substitute. We leave it to the secretaries, and it is no reflection on the 
secretaries—it would be a reflection if they didn’t act for themselves—we 
leave it to the secretaries to decide all the questions as between all the vari- 
ous departments of our Church, and the rest of us have nothing to say. The 
proposition is to go just one step farther after the experience of four years, 
and not to do away with it, but to add to its power and its influence and its 
usefulness in the Church. And because it is suggested to give to this board 
more responsibility than it has had before—widen its duties—it was sug- 
gested that it be given a name that covered more thoroughly its duties. And, 
second, as for the composition, it seems to me a vital thing with all of us, 
if you change the composition—I believe the secretaries will agree—if we 
could get their opinion—that they would like to be relieved of the responsi- 
bility and put it upon the members of the Church, who would be selected for 
this purpose by the Church. : 
You will notice that this Board of Administration has simply the duties 
provided by the Discipline for the Comnrission on Finance. The secretary of 
the commission would be, instead of the Secretary of the Commission on 
Finance, the Secretary of the Board of Administration. It gives to him all 
these duties, and it gives to him the added responsibility of leadership in 
this great four-year program, for while you have adopted one thing, after all 
after you adopt this paper as proposed, it will put upon him the leadership 
in the four-year campaign; and by the proposition of the substitute, you 
would ask all these departments to have an added plan, and there is no 
uniformity in their reports. We don’t know what they are about. No two 


of them tell the same story, and a Secretary said to me last week nie 
it was a good plan, , he thought 
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I would like to speak with reference to the fourth proposition, because 
to my mind it is one of the greatest, and I am speaking from experience and 
not from theory; and it is one of the greatest opportunities we have to 
bring together one great central leadership of our Church along with our 
Bishops, who will represent directly the membership of the Church, both 
ministerial and lay. And then it looks forward in the fifth to making rec- 
ommendations to the next General Conference. so that we may save some of 
the time we have thrown away. Three committees consider some of these 
same items, and we spend our time where it might be conserved if there had 
been one group of men thinking through all these four years and coming to 
us with practical suggestions when it comes. I could talk for an hour on this 
question, because I confess I believe in this proposition as one of the real 
steps—is the great step that we took four years ago—for it was a great 
step when we adopted the plan for a Commission on Finance. But building 
upon the experience of these four years, we begin to look forward to even 
greater things for this central group of men in our Church; and so I beg of 
you, brethren, not to vote for the substitute, but to vote for the original sub- 
stantially as it is presented. 

TuHE PRESIDENT. Now, will you vote? As many of you as will vote for 
the substitute will lift the hand; opposed, by like sign. It is not adopted. 
As many as will adopt the renert of the committes will lift your hands. 


Onro: ed. bv lite scion Tha rpenoart of tho ) aA ta adantad 
Gert ivse a Cte t er Stieuss , : 
essary now to fit that inte Chanter XV. There were atiemnis to su sstitute it 


there, and the duties ere laid out for the Commission of Finance do not fit 
very well with the duties laid out for this Board of Administration. It seems 
as though that chapter ought to go to the proper committee or committees 
for the preparation of legislation; I do not know what committees they are. 
Unless you do that, we have a Board of Administration with the duties as- 
signed to the Commission on Finance, and it won’t fit with this report. 

Tue PresmpeNT. How would it do if you have a joint meeting of the 
Committee on Finance with the Committee— 

Proressor Krpret. Christian Stewardship. 

Tur PRESIDENT. I think it would be better to have it referred to the 
Committee on Government of the Church. 

Proressor KrpreLt. I so move. Seconded. 

> Tur PRESIDENT. It is moved that Chapter XV. of the Discipline be referred 
to the Committee on Government of the Church, for the sake of harmonizing 
with the action just adopted. 

B. L. SHury. The Committee on Stewardship ought to be included. 
There are some things that we could consult them on. 

Tue Presipent. As many as will refer this to the two committees will 
say ‘‘agreed.” 

Vorces. Agreed, agreed. 

Hon. R. H. Bennett. By common consent would you also refer the 
part as to the employment of a secretary by the Board of Administration, so 
they will relieve us of a misunderstanding? You can’t have a secretary 
elected by this body and a secretary appointed for that commission—both 
secretaries without conflict. 

Tue PresipenT. This also will go. As many as will refer, will lift your 
hands. Opposed, by like sign. It is referred. 

Rev. J. E. Grrues, of St. Joseph Conference. The Committee on Temporal 
Economy has a report which we would like to submit at this time. Will you 
hear it? 

Voices. : Hear, hear. 

Turn PRESIDENT. Proceed. 
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Rev. J. Harmon Dutton, of Miami Conference, read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 

Owing to the fact that certain items from the report of the Secretary of 
Christian Stewardship came into our hands after completing our former re- 
port, our committee begs your indulgence while we submit to you this, our 
final report: 

First, that one-half the salary of the Foreign Bishop be paid from the 
funds of the Foreign Mission Board. 

Second, that the matter. of apportioning the budget to the general 
boards and to the annual conferences be left to the judgment of the General 
Board of Administration. 

Third, that the General Conference continue the budget system with the 
every-member canvass plan, as set up in our united work program. 

Fourth, that the Pension Bureau be eliminated from the general budget,’ 
and that the General Conference make provision for special pension fund. 

Fifth, that the budget be apportioned on the basis of $200,000 as a min- 
imum for the first year, $210,000 for the second year, $220,000 for the third 
year, and $225,000 for the fourth year, and that the goal through the quad- 
rennium be $225,000. 

Sixth, that the Board of Control be allowed Children’s Day in the Sunday 
school, and Christian Endeavor, Anniversary Day in the Young People’s 
society, for development and special offering for their respective denartments. 

Seventh, that Thanksgiving week he designated as the time when home 
missions shall be presented to our churches and Sunday schools for a special 
offering for their work. 

Highth, that Easter time be designated as the time when foreign mis- 
sions shall be presented and make its appeal for specials. These special offer- 
ings are to be separate and apart from the budget apportionment. However 
where a church has not provided its budget in full, that church may apply 
from the special offering enough to make that particular item of the budget 
full. The surplus shall, without fail. 80 as special to the department for 
which it was taken. [Signed] J. E. GRIMES, Chairman; J. H, Duron, Sec- 
retary. 

PRoressor Keprrr, IT move it be sent to the printer. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is referred to the printer. Proceed with the report of 
the Committee on Seminary. 

PRESIDENT CLIPPINGER. IT move we proceed with the adoption of this re- 
port, item by item, while being read. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you do it by general consent? . 

VOICES. Agreed, agreed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 

“We, your Committee on Bonebrake Seminary, beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

“Our work naturally falls under three heads. 


“IT. INSTRUCTION, 


“We commend the faculty for the splendid work done in the class-room, 
for having raised the standard of admission, and for modernizing the courses 
of study so as to Satisfy present-day needs of the Church.” 

Pres. G. D, Gossarp, of Pennsylvania Conference. We have a state- 
ment, or substitute, of four words immediately in front of the word “modern- 
izing” in the second line. 

This was agreed to by common consent. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 529 


“We recommend that some arrangement be made by the faculty by which 
more satisfactory recognition be given to students who have graduated from 
colleges of recognized standing. 


“TT, SEMINARY EXTENSION. 


“A subject more vital to the denomination, and, through it, to the king- 
dom, could scarcely be brought before this body than that which will secure 
a larger number of well-trained leaders. 

“We heartily recommend the work of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 
looking toward a well-trained ministry. 

“Since, however, a large number of our pastors cannot, or do not, avail 
themselves of the full Seminary course, we commend the plan for increased 
Bible study, known as Seminary Extension, and, in order that it be further 
projected, we recommend: 

“1. As an educational measure, that each conference be requested to 
appoint a committee of five of their own number to receive, examine care- 
fully, and grade the paper of each pastor. 

“2. That a certificate of merit be given to such as complete the four- 
years’ course, having received a grade of 75 on a scale of 100. 

“2 The matter of selecting and outlining the course to be left with 
Dr. G. A. Funkhouser, or his successor in Seminary Extension leadership. 

“4. The necessary expense of maintaining this department be incor- 
porated in the Seminary contingent fund. 

“TIT. BUSINESS AND FINANCE, 

“We commend the optimism and indomitable energy and enterprise of 
the business manager, and recognize the serious handicaps under which he 
has labored during the quadrennium. 

“Recognizing the seriousness of the present heavy indebtedness, we rec- 
ommend: : 

“1. That there be no further purchase of real estate, and no other com- 
mercial enterprises conducted, but that, as far as possible, all real estate not 
reserved for Seminary purposes, acquired by purchase or gift, be converted 
into cash and invested in first mortgages, or other safe securities, as soon 
as possible. 

“9 That this apply particularly to the Dayton View real estate holdings, 
which, in order to save heavy interest charges, should be disposed of at the 
earliest possible date. : 

“2 That the Kansas land be brought quickly to a state of full produc- 
tivity, and if, after a reasonable test of a few more years, it fails to do so, it 
also be sold and the funds safely juvested. 

“4 That separate analytic reports be made annually and quadrennially 
of the Kansas land, of the elevator, of the Dayton View property, and of the 
business of the Seminary proper. 

“5. That, upon the sale of the above-named, and any newly-acquired real 
estate, the endowment funds, and all other special funds, be kept sacred for 
the purpose originally specified, and that they be invested in approved 
securities. : ; 

“g That death notes, and other intangible assets, be not counted a part 
of the regular assets, but reported in a separate account. 

“7 That we urge the immediate importance of raising at least $250,006 
in new funds, to be divided between the endowment fund and new buildings, 
as the Board of Directors may decide. 

“gf That the Business Manager report to the General Conference an 
account of all receipts and expenditures, together with any recommendations 
pertaining to the business interests of the institution. 

«9 That the president of the Seminary be required to make a quadren- 


nial report concerning the standing and efficiency of the institution, its schol- 
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arships and library, together with any recommendations pertaining to the 
scholastic work of the institution. 

“10. That the Discipline shall be made to conform to the above recom- 
mendations. [Signed] G. E. McDonatp, Chairman; G. D. GossARD, Secretary.” 

Dr. L. C. Wetmer, of Miami Conference. I move the report be adopted, © 
as a whole. Seconded. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. I wanted to call our attention to this thing. I was 
considering seriously (?) of giving a million or two to this corporation, but 
I am persuaded that it is not safe if this body is going to direct a board of 
trustees to dispose of the property, whether at a sacrifice or otherwise. I had 
supposed that we had corporations that we might advise, but not instruct; 
that we elected boards of trustees because we believed they were sane men 
who could handle the business. Now, it may be an advisable thing to sell 
that. Dayton View real estate. I wouldn’t wonder if that is true. An ex- 
pression that.it is the sense of this General Conference, on its face, to sell it, 
might be good advice to that board, but when you say you direct the sale of 
it, the board hasn’t anything else to do, and I don’t believe that any man in 
this country who wants to make a bequest to that institution is going to do 
it unless he is sure that he has got a lawyer who can tie it up so tight that 
the General Conference cannot, because of some sentiment that may have heen 
develoned, command the immediate disposition. of that property, when, in 
his judgment, it may be it ought to be kept. You can’t control the judgment 
of a man who thins he is going to die some day and leave his pronertyr: 
in other words, whether his judgment is foolish or other’ ise, he hes a rizht 
to it, and you are discrediting men from using that judgment, and I believe 
it ought to be eliminated, and I therefore move that the recommendation as 
to the sale of the property, except as advisory to the board, be eliminated. 

Seconded. Calls for the question. 

HK. L. Suuny. I didn’t hear all of Mr. Bennett’s speech, but if I under- 
stood the last part of it, he questioned the right of this General Conference 
to instruct a board of trustees to do specific acts. 

JupGre BenNeTr. It was to advise and not to specify. 

H. L. SHury. We have the right of exercising our judgment as to the 
advisability of instructing. 

PRESIDENT CrippINGER. Isn’t Judge Bennett misguided after all, because 
all these paragraphs begin with a recommendation, simply, “we recommend,” 
and it is not mandatory in any one of the terms. It expresses the judgment 
simply of this General Conference as advisory to the board of trustees. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. With reference to Item 7, I want to ask whether 
$250,000 is a part of this goal that is to be carried out by this board? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Dr. J. T. Fosrer. I move that be eliminated. 

JupcE McF aut, of Pennsylvania Conference. There is already a motion 
Coie the body to eliminate another section. Let us attend to one thing at 
a time, 

THE PRESIDENT. This cannot be entertained at this time. 

JupcrE Brnnerr. Ag to any items that require the gale of real estate, 
the suggestion has been made that this says, ‘we recommend.” No board is 
able to violate a provision of the General Conference unless it does it at its 
peril. You can just as well say, “we command” as to recommend. That is 
the action of the General Conference, and that is what the board must do. 
No board would feel at liberty to violate the recommendations of this body. 

J. H. Lirrrir, of Kansas Conference. I object to the motion because it is 
absolutely not specific. Let him specify what he is driving at and cross 
out what he doesn’t want. 

Rey. G. EH. McDonaxp, of Oregon Conference. Just this word. Ag we — 
understood it on the committee, this very action has been passed at the in- 
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stigation of the board of trustees of Bonebrake Seminary, and isn’t any 
violation of anything. 

The motion by Judge Bennett was lost. . 

The report was then adopted. 

Rey. M. H. Fryr. I move we do now adjourn. Seconded. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. There is a motion to adjourn. Are you ready to vote? 

Docror FunK. Blank cards were placed in your hands this morning for 
the Conference picture and for ‘Conference Proceedings.’ Brethren, will you 
kindly sign them, if you intend to have them, in order that we may know 
how many to order; $1.25 for the picture, and $2.00 for the “Proceedings.” 

Rev. J. B. Norvien, of Lower Wabash Conference. I would like to ask 
the Conference to excuse me, that I may go- home this afternoon. I am 
afflicted with rheumatism and suffering, and I feel that I ought to go home. 

Tue PrResmENT. Will you do this by unanimous consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Brother Norviel is excused. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you hear the ballot on Home Missionary Secretary? 

Voices. Hear, hear. ; 

Proressor Kepret. A point of order, if the chair please. A motion to 
adjourn is pending, and no business can be transacted during the pending 
of a motion to adjourn; this Conference has a rule against nominations, 
that unless an election has been had, the announcement of this will be 
equivalent to announcement of candidates, and we ought not to suspend the 
rule in that way. 

Tue PresiventT. All right, it couldn’t be done unless with your unan- 
jmous consent, so it will be held over. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, and Secretary of Education Schell - 
closed the session with prayer. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Conference stands adjourned until two o’clock. 


EIGHTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Friday, May 18, 1917. 
The eighth day, afternoon session, of the General Conference convened 
at 2: 00 o’clock, Bishop Fout presiding. 
e MEMORIAL SERVICES. 


Bishop Mathews, Bishop Howard, Doctor Paul, Brother Testerman, 
Bishop Bell, and Doctor Kendall were asked to come to the platform. 3 

Professor Ruebush led in singing, “Oh, Think of the Home Over There,” 
and Bishop Howard read scripture from St. John 11: 1-14, Ps. 23: 4, St. John 
14: 2, 3, and Revelation 7: 9-17. 

Bishop Bell led in prayer: 

The prayer: “Almighty God, we pause in the midst of the anxiety and 
care and responsibility of this gathering which represents the living, those 
who are in the heated contests of life’s battles, we pause that we may give 
reverent tribute to the life and character of those who once sat with us in 
counsel, once carried the burdens and responsibilities of church activity, and 
now, having been called into thy presence, exist only in our memory so far 
as we consciously know. We thank thee that they wrought so ‘well. We 
thank thee that they were significant in their devotion to thee. We thank 
thee that they meant much to us when they came into associated relation- 
ship in annual conference and in General Conference meeting, and we thank 
thee for what they meant to their own fireside, their own family life. And 
then we thank thee, Lord God, that as the shadows lengthened and they were 
called hence, it was to die in the faith in which they had lived, that thy in- 
finite comfort and glory came upon them and that thou didst receive them to 
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thyself; whatever on the earth side seemed disastrous and whatever seemed 
full of tragedy, there nevertheless was the hour of coronation, there was the 
approach to infinite joy and the great fellowship of the other life in the 
other world. 

Now, we ask thee, as we remember those who have fallen, our comrades. 
in arms, that whatever of virtue was in their character that we might well 
renew to-day in our own, that thou wouldst call our attention to it as well as 
to the brevity of our own stay. May we emulate their own example. May 
we follow after the same virtues and services and achievements, and may 
we so reverently mention their names to-day and so tenderly keep them 
in memory in the days that are to come that there shall be a realization 
of the fellowship by those who: live as those who have gone before. We invoke 
afresh thy comfort and benediction upon bereft families who are ‘represented 
in this service, that they may find a solace in the holy example and be pre- 
pared for everlasting life. And we pray that as we linger in our own respon- 
sibility a little while, that we shall realize how brief our own time is and 
how, whatever we need to do and to do well, we need to hasten to do. We 
pray thee that we shall properly estimate the day and the opportunity so 
that as little of regret as possible shall come when the shadows are on. We 
pray that thy grace and wisdom and blessing shall abide upon this General 
Conference, and that this memorial service shall make our hearts tender 
and grateful and appreciative and earnest and alert, and that the great 
consolation of our holy faith shall be brought to us with fresh power, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

THE PRESIDENT. If the United Brethren Church was eliminated from the 
earth this moment she would live, nevertheless, in the courts of heaven. If 
we might be permitted to see those who have gone from our General Con- 
ferences to that Conference on high, we would look upon a great multitude. 
Those whose life and labor we are to think upon for a few moments with 
tender hearts, are some of God’s noblemen. The fact that we shall see their 
faces no more on earth, the fact that we shall never again receive the warm, 
firm grip of their handshake, the fact that we shall never again hear them 
address the chair in a General Conference body, brings to our hearts incon- 
solable sadness, but while the bond has been broken, we believe that Heaven 
has bestowed a crown in each case. 

We are now to have two addresses, on the life and labors of Bishop 
Carter, whose spirit was that of a little child, but whose intellect was that 
of a giant, and Bishop Mathews will bring us the first and he will be followed 
by Doctor Paul, his life-long friend. 

Bishop Mathews’ address: 

In the midst of these taxing duties and pleasant surroundings, I wish 
to place a few flowers of appreciation in memory of my deceased and pro- 
moted associate and friend, Bishop Thomas Coke Carter, D.D., LL.D., whose 
seat is vacant here and whose eloquent voice is hushed. I wish they were 
worthier, but I place them with a heart of love and sincere appreciation. 


1. Bishop Carter was a man of unusual intellectual power: He possessed 
superior mental endowments. He was a man of education, culture, and wide 
knowledge. He was a great reader and student of current events, of world 
movements, and age tendencies, He stored away clippings from magazines, 
books, and newspapers that made him a bureau of information on the live 
questions of the day. 


2. Bishop Carter was a perfect gentleman. He possessed a royal spirit 
of affability and amiability. He was a royal good fellow. He had a full 
Sense of tender regard for others. In this respect he had few equals. His 
royal southern spirit of fellowship and kindliness made him noble and great. — 
He was beloved in his own local church, and town, and large circle of friends 
throughout the country, 
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3. Bishop Carter was a gifted orator and preacher. He made the prepa- 
vation and delivery of his discourses a life-long study. He would devour 
libraries in gathering material. His address on the character and life of 
Senator Carmack was a masterpiece of rhetoric, logic, beauty, and impassioned 
thought. He was a great evangelical preacher. His discourses in respect 
to thought, arrangement, logic, illustration, and peroration were master- 
pieces of power and oratory. He was always at home and at ease on the 
platform. At the General Conference at Canton, Ohio, one Sunday he preached 
a great sermon, which moved the audience to tears, and never will be for- 
gotten. His voice, eloquent in truth, aud love, and conviction, is now hushed 
in death. But he lives still im our memory. 

4. Bishop Carter possessed a great heart power. It takes a great soul 
to have deep emotion. These emotions occasionally swept like cyclonic 
power as he told the story of redeeming love and presented the needs of 
humanity. He would weep like a child, rejoice like an angel, and now and 
then burst forth like a lion. He liked to like people.’ He loved his true friends 
and adhered to them with life-long fidelity. He adored his family as the 
apple of his eye. 

5. Bishop Carter was distinguished in his knowledge and acquaintance 
of great men and leaders. 

There was something about him that commanded the attention and 
regard of great men. Senators, governors, congressmen, mayors, and jurists 
would introduce him to his audience, invariably giving him the highest meed 
of praise. At our last annual conference at Nashville, Tennessee, he influenced 
Governor Rye to visit that body and deliver a magnificent address on Sunday 
afternoon, to the delight of a great audience. No one else could have done that 
but Bishop Carter. 

6. Best of all, Bishop Carter was a Christian. He started early in life 
to serve Christ. When a young lad he and his twin brother, Joseph, bowed 
at the old church altar in old-fashioned penitence and under the loving touch 
and instruction of their angel mother, gave their hearts to God, and finally 
to the Christian ministry. Bishop Carter and his noble young wife answered 
the call to the foreign field, and went to China, where they spent years telling 
and living the story of Jesus Christ and his love to those in heathen dark- 
ness. His lecture on China was one of his best. Bishop Carter lived a 
Christian life and preached the glorious gospel of Christ with great accepta- 
bility and power. He possessed evangelistic fervor in winning souls to Christ. 
In revival services he preached the gospel in such a way as to quicken the 
churches and move souls towards God. He looked upon Christian life as a 
battle. He was a Christian soldier, with not a drop of cowardly blood in 
hig veins. He had the crusade martial spirit of Christianity. He felt him- 
self to be a true soldier of Jesus Christ, fighting for righteousness, moral 
reform, and all the true elements of strength in civic life. 

Like Christ, he fell under the blow of enemies who ruthlessly took his 
precious life. No one but God knows how he must have suffered from that 
fiendish blow, and what he experienced mentally in the hours of his loneli- 
ness from home and dear friends. But the God whom he served, and the 
Christ whom he preached and loved, evidently afforded him comfort and 
grace in his last earthly hours. ; ; 

On Sunday morning, February 27, 1915, instead of going to the sanctuary 
and preaching the gospel he loved so well, his great soul fell asleep on the 
bosom of the loving Christ, and he was earried to the upper sanctuary on 
high to spend an eternal Sabbath, where the wicked cease from troubling 
and the weary are at rest. an. 

I have a letter from his twin brother who-is in the shadows of Geth- 
semane over the apparently immature departure of his brother to that country 
and this is what the brother says: “Tn the name and memory of my twin 
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brother, Bishop Thomas C. Carter, I wish to send greetings to your Confer- 
ence with the prayer that God’s gracious presence may be with you in a 

marked degree, and that the future of your Church may be glorious in soul- 

winning and missionary enterprise. Praying that great blessings may come 

upon your present session, I am, sincerely your brother, Joseph M. Carter.” 

His cultured daughter Ethel sits here as a delegate from the East Ten- 
nessee Conference to-day, while his other daughter, Edith, who was born 
across the waters when they were there, is in Rome, Italy, in company with a 
distinguished family there and she sits in sorrow as we come to this hour, and 
his cultured, consecrated widow is sitting in her home to-day in Chattanooga 
with a sad, lonely, tender heart, flowing out towards this session. May God 
bless these two daughters and that noble, sainted, consecrated wife, and give 
them comfort and consolation in Jesus Christ. 

If Bishop Carter could have articulated his thoughts in his last moments, 
surely they would have been: “I have fought a good fight, I have kept the 
faith, I have finished my course. Henceforth, there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at 
that day, and not to me only, but to all those that love his appearing.” 

Bishop Carter, our associate, friend, preacher, lecturer, Christian worker, 
and sufferer, has gone to his reward. We will meet again in the eternal. 
morning, in the summerland of the soul, where the flowers of perfect trust, 
love, peace, and bliss bloom forever, and where we shall know even as we 
are known. God bless his memory, and God put a special blessing upon his 
noble widow and upon these two cultured daughters, until that great day, 
when all of us shall meet together in blessed reunion, in association in a 
general conference that shall never adjourn. 

THE PRESIDENT. Dr, S. W. Paul, Superintendent of the East Tennessee 
Conference, a life-long friend of Bishop Carter will speak. 

Dr. S. W. Paul spoke ag follows: 

After this beautiful, eloquent address from Bishop Mathews there re- 
mains little for me to say except the expression of my own personal friend- 
ship and love. 

There are times when the feelings are so deep and sacred that they can- 
not be expressed in words. As we stand in the presence of the great 
mysteries and sorrows of human existence, there steals into the soul desires 
and aspirations that not only baffle human language, but the comprehension 
of the finite range. The grave, the shroud, the coffin are as old as the human 
race, and yet when these merciless invaders enter the domain of our own 
homes, or the circle of intimate friends, we stand appalled amid the gathering 
gloom, and watch the curtains close, and then turn with indescribable longing 
to the star of hope as it hangs with unparalleled loveliness on the brow of 
the eternal morning. 

AS we pause in the business of this body and turn away for a moment 
from the engrossing questions and problems of the hour to pay a last tribute 
of respect and love to one who occupied the highest position the denomination 
had to give, there steals over me a peculiar sadness from which I cannot 
escape. < 

For a quarter of a century we knew and loved each other as perhaps 
few men do. We gladly shared the hardships and sacrifices involved in trying 
to permanently plant the Church of our choice in the field to which we were 
assigned. Our tears often mingled together, and our joys and sorrows freely 
and speedily became the, possession of .both. So far as I am able to analyze 
and understand the contribution of individual influence on my own life and 
destiny, I gladly testify to the fact that no man on earth or in heaven has 
done more for me than my glorified friend, Bishop T. C. Carter. TI cheerfully 
and gratefully lay the trophy of my imperfect ministerial life in this Church . 
at his feet. Of the four General Conferences that I have had the pleasure 
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of attending, this is the first from which he has been absent, and you will 
pardon me, I am sure, if what I have said or may say seems to you a little 
extravagant or flamboyant. 

Bishop Carter was born in Carroll County, Tennessee, January 1, 1851, 
amid the charming beauties of nature, and revelling in the primitive sports 
of rural life. He was reared to young manhood on the farm. I have often 
heard him speak in poetic strain of the environments of his childhood home. 
The shrill note of the katydid in the big apple tree that stood in the yard, 
the song of the nightingale in the weeping willow that shaded the spring, 
the call of the whippoorwill in the hollow above the old spring-house were 
simple things he would sometimes recall, and speak of with an eloquence 
that was charming and beautiful. 

Parental piety and training led him at the early age of fifteen to sur- 
render his young life to Jesus Christ. In speaking of it in his own tender 
way he said, “While kneeling at a poplar bench in old country church, 
there came to our hearts at the same moment a strange sweet peace, the 
peace of conscious salvation, and from that moment I have never doubted 
my conversion.” 

He joined the Methodist Episcopal Church and was licensed to preach 
at the age of seventeen years, and one year later was admitted to the Tennes- 
see Conference and given his first charge. He travelled a large circuit for 
one year and then entered the East Tennessee Wesleyan University, from 
which he graduated four years later. In the fall of 1874, he entered the Depauw 
University in the State of Indiana, and while in this institution he worked as 
janitor to pay his expenses. From the broom and dust pan, he stepped on 
the rostrum one evening and delivered a graduating oration that has gone 
down in the history of that institution, as one of the most eloquent ever 
delivered in its halls. After his graduation, he worked for twenty years in 
the church as pastor, college president, foreign missionary, and editor. About 
twenty-five years ago, he was received into the United Brethren Church at a 
meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, by Bishops Weaver and Kephart, and 
Doctors Mathews, I. L. Kephart, and D. R. Miller. From that time until now 
his life and work are well known to our people. 

In addition-to his rigid training in college, his range of reading was 
wide and thorough. Few men of our day were better acquainted with the 
lives of great men who have wrought in the past. He was a close student of 
current literature, national movements, and age tendencies, and was ever 
ready to discuss these great topics with those who were interested in them. 
It is conceded by all who have heard him, that as a preacher and ready 
platform man he had few superiors. His logical expositions of the Word of 
God gripped the heart, and led the hearer into deeper thinking and purer 
living. 

2 iP ioeop Carter has been in the “unseen holy” for more than a year, but 
for years to come thousands will be better and nobler because of the produc- 
tions of his magnificent brain and eloquent tongue. One thing is sure, the 
section in which he lived and wrought will take care of his good name. 
Another distinctive feature in his life was his capability of forming and 
enjoying the highest and most sacred ties of friendship. Socrates was once 
asked while erecting a house, why he built SO small, and he replied, “If I 
can only fill the smallest room in this house with true friends, I shall count 
myself exceedingly fortunate and happy.” How the pages of literature have 
been enriched with the beautiful story of Jonathan and David, and the story 
of Ruth clinging to her mother-in-law in a strange land, and how the hearts 
of men have been warmed and ennobled by friendships that could not be 
marred by adversity or storm. Bishop Carter would challenge and demand 
the proof of any statement made derogatory to his friends in their absence. 
In his contact with men he was affable and brotherly, and this made him a 
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great favorite in the circles where he was best known. His home life was 
ideal. If the dead blossoms of paradise ever bloom again in this old sin- 
stricken world, it will be in the sacred precincts of the home; and my 
deceased friend realized this and shaped every phase of his domestic life 
accordingly. The wife of his early love was dearer to him in his mature 
manhood than when he led her as a blushing bride to the hymeneal altar in 
the long ago. His honeymoon poised on the meridian of a cloudless sky to 
the day of his death. His children were the pride of his life. How often have 
we heard him speak in glowing terms of his beautiful daughters, and then like 
the fond parent he would enlarge upon their varied accomplishments. 

Bishop Carter was a clean, chaste, chivalrous, Christian gentleman. I was 
his pastor for four years, and I say in memory of his splendid life, that I 
have never known a better man than he. But Bishop Carter’s work is done. 
He has measurably solved the great problems of human existence, and gone 
into the life from which no passenger ever returns. “He has laid aside his 
weather-beaten form, and anchored in the blessed port forever from the 
storm.” His dust reposes in the cemetery that lies in the shadows of beauti- 
ful Lookout Mountain. 

His widow sits alone in the home amid the lengthening shadows of life 
with a broken heart. His daughters, one a member of this body, the other 
in the city of Rome, are bravely battling with the struggles of life. If this 
General Conference can pluck a thorn from their pathway, and strew flowers 
instead, I am sure you will do it. In sympathy at least, stand with them by 
the side of the mound, and drop a tear on the petal of the flower that grows 
on the grave of the precious departed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Rey. W. L. Childress, Superintendent of the Louisiana 
Conference, and distinguished as one of our leading poets has dedicated a 
poem, to Bishop Carter and I am going to ask him at this time to recite that 
poem for us. 

Rev. W. Lomax Childress recited his poem, as follows: 


IN MEMORY OF BISHOP T, C.. CARTER. 
He was my friend, j 
And now I drop the tribute tear above his bier, 
Here at the end. 
So gentle, just, and kind, 
Ah, well life’s bleak highway hath brought the day, 
When he doth find, 
That all the toiling only means 
A fuller recompense of peace beyond the sunset world where all 
The shadows cease, 
In fairer scenes. 


Know this and do not weep, 

No dolorous sound above his grave should sweep 
Upon his brow God’s kiss. 

"Tis well, we know the victory hath been his, not ours, 
We, too, are weary; to the heavenly powers 

Our prayers we tell, and twist and wait. 


My friend, good by, 

Thy will be done, who art most high; 
But we shall meet again inside the gate, 
As pilgrims we fare to the city; 

We shall come to it soon or late, 

And Christ in his infinite pity, 

Will loosen the trump at the gate, 
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THE PRESIDENT. One seat in this General Conference has been vacant, 
and conspicuously so; that is the place so long occupied in our general 
councils by your great layman, by our great layman, Senator Matt. Edmonds. 
I miss him; you miss him. His memory is a blessed heritage. Now, his 
warm, personal friend, Rev. F. M. Testerman, of the Kansas Conference, 
will speak. 

Rev. F. M. TesterMAN spoke as follows: 

Honorable Matt. Edmonds, friend of man, friend of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, sent of God. As has already been stated by our 
chairman, the Hon. Mr. Edmonds has been one of the prominent lay dele- 
gates of the last several General Conferences. Indeed he was elected juste 
as soon as any layman could be elected as a delegate to a General Conference 
of this denomination, and re-elected every succeeding General Conference 
until he was called from our midst. 

I think that it might be truthfully said of Brother Edmonds that he 
was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, and that much people 
were added to the Lord because of his life, because of his work, because of 
his great, big, Christian heart. 

He was a statesman, and excellent in this respect. He was a business 
man, and was altogether successful as such. He was a churchman, and the 
ereatest of these, so far as his life was concerned, was in the Church. He 
loved the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 

His birthplace was in England. He came with his parents to the United 
States when a boy of some twelve years of age. After a short residence in 
New York and some of the New Hngland States, they moved to Jefferson 
County, Kansas, and located near the little town of McLouth, and a citizen 
of the Sun Flower State, whenever mention is made of McLouth, he instan- 
taneously will speak of Matt. Edmonds, who was the leading citizen, and 
especially the most prominent Christian gentleman in all that community. 
I need not say to the representatives of this Church that the Hon, Matt. 
Hdmonds ranked easily in the front as a layman of this Church. I think it 
would not be exaggeration if I should say that perhaps no other layman, 
for the past few years, had a wider acquaintanceship and was more favor- 
ably known than was our dear brother, Matt. Edmonds. He did not have 
special advantages in his youth, so far as the attainment of education was 
concerned, but he had splendid natural or native ability, and as a speaker 
in the political arena, he was considered a great campaigner, so much so 
that not only when he himself was seeking the votes of the people, but 
others, governors, and Representatives, and Senators, often turned to Matt. 
Edmonds to campaign with them and to win votes for them, because Matt. 
Edmonds understood the ways and he spoke the Kansas language, and 
when he appeared in the presence of a Kansas audience he wielded a tre- 
mendous influence, and his great, big heart, with his splendid friendship, 
and his absolute cleanliness and sincerity made his words pungent and 
pointed and convincing. 

There has been much said in the years past, occasionally, concerning the 
munificence of Senator Matt. Edmonds, as to his gifts to the various interests 
of the Church, but I think, as one who was in very close fellowship with 
him for years, that most of the work in the way of giving of his money 
to the Church remained unpublished, and few of his church gifts, made to 
some of the different organizations of the Church were put in print. But 
the greatest work of Matt. Edmonds was in a quiet way in his home church, 
in the sessions of his own, then Northeast Kansas Conference. Many a 
young minister, like royself, when first coming to conference, formed the 
acquaintance of Matt. Edmonds. His loss to me is like the loss of a father. 
He was the personal friend of every itinerant. He believed greatly in the 
itinerant system, and entered into sympathy and love, and shared the hard- 
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ships with the pioneer ministers of this new State, and back in the days 
gone, when Brother John Dodds, of Dayton, was sending out money to strug- 
gling itinerants in Kansas, Matt. Edmonds was seconding these efforts at 
his own conference by his practical relief given to these servants of God. 

I remember quite well that upon several oceasions when some conference 
enterprise was being discussed, when special offerings were being taken, 
when some of the younger ministers and those out along the western borders 
of our State felt that they did not have money to give, Matt. Edmonds would 
slip around, as he quietly did to your speaker, and slip five or ten dollars 
to the minister and tell him if he would like to give to a certain cause that, 
here is money to do with as he pleased. So they would not be unable to give 
on account of lack of funds, but he always made the request that this be 
not mentioned. And he passed it around among the young ministers, and 
we knew how to appreciate such help from a friend and really royal brother. 
Many of you remember the great speech he made before the General Con- 
ference which was held in the capital city of this State, twelve years ago. 
Some of you remember the speech then, when he made a great plea that the 
next General Conference following that should be held at Canton, Ohio; 
but his words that he uttered were not the greatest of his works, because of 
his life in the home, and as a citizen in the community in which he lived, 
as a citizen of the little town that he helped to develop, as a member of the 
local church, as a Sunday-school superintendent until the day of his death, 
all during the years of the history of the organization of the Church in the 
town of McLouth, Matt. Edmonds has a place that I assure you will be held 
in the memory of all who had the privilege of knowing him, and knowing 
him as a Christian gentleman of unusual character and of splendid achieve- 
ment. 

It was his great ambition, not long before his death, to see something 
done in a tangible way in this denomination for the care of the aged min- 
isters. He was always a great friend of the ministers of this Church; and 
if the action taken here at this Conference session shall culminate in bring- 
ing about practical results, and these achievements can be known in heaven, 
I assure you that our departed friend will rejoice very greatly because of 
the advanced step which this denomination is now taking. No words that 
any Man can speak will express adequately the life and achievements of 
such a man. Human language is altogether too weak to in any way express 
the great achievements of such a man as this. Many times his fellow citizens 
insisted that he should aspire to be governor of the State of Kansas. Others 
wanted him to enter more largely into the political arena, but he was such 
a lover of home, such a lover of his Church, that he found his sreatest joy 
around his own hearthstone. Sometimes when he was at Dayton, Ohio, as 
a trustee of the United Brethren Printing Hstablishment, he would make it 
a point to start home in time to be present at his Sunday school. When he 
would ship cattle to Chicago, he never permitted his business engagements 
to keep him away from his Sunday school. When he was at Kansas City, 
where to-day the name of Matt. Edmonds is perhaps better known and more 
frequently uttered than the name of any other business man in the West, 
he would make it a point always, even if he left his stock unsold, to come 
home and worship with his congregation, and then return to his business. 
Especially we of Kansas miss our dear friend and brother, Hon. Matt. 
Edmonds. 

Personally, I feel that because I knew him, I am a better man. He was 
a man that stood by his pastor. During the years that I was the superin- 
tendent, I always turned my face toward that church gladly, for it mattered 
not whatever else might be done to the church, Matt. Edmonds always 
brought joy and sunshine into the life of the servants of God. dn the early 
period of his Christian life he helped the preachers in. the old revival | 
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meetings of this pioneer country, and when it was customary for exhorters 
to assist the pastor. Matt. Edmonds was a great soul-winner and an evan- 
gelist of considerable ability, and many. men were led to Jesus Christ through 
the splendid, pointed exhortations of Matt. Edmonds. I think he was con- 
verted under the labors of H. D. Healy, and in association with Brother 
D. Schuck and H. Cardwell, ministers of the old Kansas Conference of this 
Church. Matt. Edmonds wrought well and kept the faith, and finished his 
course, and we believe to-day he is in the presence of his great Lord and 
Master, and it is left with you and with me, my brethren and my sisters, to 
emulate his splendid life and to carry forward the work which he endeavored 
to help out so much in the days of his life on the earth. And so may the 
benedictions of the Triune God be upon the widow and all his children, his 
brothers and friends, and upon this Conference, and God grant that other 
great laymen may be raised up to take the place of Matt. Edmonds, here 
and now. And finally, may we all come into the presence of our Lord and 
Master to greet him with all these others that have passed on before, in 
the name of Christ. Amen. 

THE Present. Associated with Senator Edmonds in the General Con- 
ferences of 1905, 1909, and 1913, was Mr. H. A. Saudy, of the Michigan Con- 
ference, a resident of Woodland, Michigan, and superintendent of his confer- 
ence for a number of years. Also Mr. S. F. Engle, of East Pennsylvania 
Conference. I regret that time has not been given on the program or pro- 
vision made to honor these noble laymen. Doctcr Enck was to have spoken 
on the life of Mr. Engle. We came face to face with one of our men, tal- 
ented, young man, his eloquent voice, a retiring young man, but whose elo- 
quent voice in the General Conference at Canton, Ohio, will be remembered 
by those of us who were there, as long as we live. A young man who em- 
bodied the finest qualities of heart and mind. Barberton, Ohio, for one hun- 
dred years will know that a young minister by the name of Rev. U. M. Roby 
once resided there and preached the gospel in that town. His friend, Doctor 
Kendall, will bring us a message at this time. 

Dr. J. S. Kendall spoke as follows: 

When I was asked by my delegation to take this place on the program, 
I spoke to Brother Moore, who is a member of the Barberton church, and 
asked him to give us a little talk on the subject, but inasmuch as he had to 
leave, he handed to me this little paper that I shall read. He says: “I have 
been requested to say a few words in regard to the life of Brother Roby. He 
was our pastor for over seven years, until the Lord took him to himself. The 
wonder to me has always been, why such a good man was taken from us. 
To know Brother Roby intimately, as I knew him, was to love him. He was 
a pastor in a true sense of the word. He lived a life among us as one that 
had been with the Master and learned of him. His every thought seemed to 
be to exalt his Lord. I well remember, in his first sermon to our people, 
he made this remark. He said, ‘I will not be known by the sermons I preach, 
or the work I do, but rather by the life I live among you.’ And that is the 
way we remember him, by the life he lived among us. No greater tribute 
could I give to any man than I could give to Brother Roby. He lived as he 
preached. He lived a good life. The memory of his life is a benediction to 
our people at Barberton, Ohio. I loved him as a brother, and through his 
influence I have been led to a deeper consecration to the cause that is dear 
to my heart as it was to his. [Signed] A. A. Moore.” 

I dare not take much of your time to-day only to say that it was my 
good fortune to be very closely associated with this man of God from the 
time that he entered the work of an active pastorate, and there are a few 
outstanding characteristics of his life that I think will be more helpful for 
us to grasp to-day than to. speak of the great goodness of the man. The one 
thing that wonderfully impressed me with this young man was that he was a 
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man with a vision; he was a man with a vision. When he was converted, 
at the age of about twenty-one or twenty-two, he was called to the work of 
the ministry. He at once saw that if he was to be a true minister of the 
church of Jesus Christ, that he needed proper equipment for the work that 
God had called him to, and he left his home in the country, a poor young 
fellow, entered Otterbein University, and for six years, possibly a little 
longer, struggled through and completed the course, and then went to our 
theological seminary and took the full course there, and after spending nine 
years or more in preparation for the work, he returned to his conference and 
spent nine years as a pastor. Nine years in preparation for nine years of 
service. And I wish to say, friends, to-day, that I verily believe that that 
young man of God accomplished as much in his nine years of real service in 
the conference of which he was a member as some of us will accomplish in 
our twenty-five, or thirty-five, or forty years of service. He was a man of 
vision, and his vision led him to the place for equipment-for the great work 
which God had for him to do. Wis vision not only brought the work of 
his local chureh to his life, but the work of the kingdom. I want to say, 
friends, we have a member of this Conference, Brother A. A. Moore, who 
made a magnificent gift for the home in China. It was the vision of Brother 
Roby that led that good man, Brother Moore, to come with his five thousand ~ 
dollars for the»home in China. It was the vision of Brother Roby that en- 
abled Brother Moore to be one of the most stanch supporters, financially, 
of Otterbein University that we have at the present time. It was the vision 
of that man, of what that institution would mean to the Church. It was the 
vision of that man of the need of that home, of his family, of his own con- 
eregation, that was in China, that led him to bring this offering into the 
Church in this way. So, one of the main characteristics of this man through- 
out was that he was a man of vision. . 

The next thing about him was that he was a man of leadership. He was 
a young man that knew how to organize his forces, and lead them forward 
in the great work of Jesus Christ. He was a young man who knew how to 
harmonize the elements that exist in the congregation and the people with 
whom he was to work, so that he could get out of them the very best service 
for the church of Jesus Christ. To show the tact of the man, let me say 
this first, many of the things that we are quibbling about here, and trying 
to get to work in our Church, this young man saw them years ago, and put 
them into active service in his local congregations, and the two churches 
that he served in East Ohio Conference to-day are still feeling the effects 
of this man of vision and leadership in their work. When he first went to 
Barberton and was assigned to the task there, the church moved very slowly 
towards the things that he felt were essential, and instead of ereatinge a 
commotion in the church to get done what he thought ought to be done, he 
went and did it himself. Then the church saw the advantage of it, and the 
next year they were ready to undertake the program that this leader that 
God had given to them in this great work had planned. His last charge, at 
Barberton, Qhio, for six years, I want to say this, as the chairman has said 
to us, will be a standard in efficiency and effectiveness for the general work 
of the conference and the denomination through the years that are before 
us. The six years of leadership among those men have made this wonderful 
church of our denomination at this time. 

He was also a leader among young peovle. For two terms he served as 
the president of the Hast Ohio Branch of the Christian Endeavor, and I 
want to say that they were years of most efficient and effective service that 
we have ever had in our branch organization along this particular line. He 


knew how to lead young converts into the place where they would do some- 
thing for the kingdom, 
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The next strong feature of his life was that he was a man of humility. 
He was a man continually keeping out of. sight and still getting things ac 
complished for the Church and for the extension of the kingdom of God. I 
fully believe, friends, that he was one of the most humble men that I ever 
knew; a man who depreciated his own real worth and value and real ability. 

He was a man who was ever ready to confer the honor and glory upon 
another who was engaged with him in Christian work and duty. It was 
my good fortune to have the privilege of joining in two special evangelistic 
campaigns with him in his local church, and I want to gay to you, friends, 
that he was not only a man of humility, but he was a man that had a passion 
for lost men and women; a man whose heart burned for the salvation of 
those who were about him; a man who felt the great burden that was placed 
upon him as a pastor and a leader in the congregation that was associated 
with him in this great work. Those of you who knew him knew something, 
I am sure, of this special characteristic of his life, 

He was also a man of consecration, devout in every respect. He was a 
man, friends, who observed the quiet hour. This afternoon I can say to 
you that every morning of his life that man would arise an hour before the 
family and would be about the home and in his study or in some place of 
quietness with the Word of God in his hand. He was in communication with 
the Father, and it was this part of his life that brought out the special 
characteristics and elements of strength that he sustained. At the time of 
his death a young man, not yet having reached the prime of life, he was a 
member of .the Board of Education of this Church and of its executive com- 
mittee. He was the vice-president of the Christian Endeavor organization 
of the State of Ohio; he was recognized among the young life of our great 
commonwealth as one of the most efficient leaders of Christian Endeavor 
that they ever had in our State. While I might talk of his goodness, while 
I might talk of a man’s relationship with his family, while I might talk 
to you, friends, about the man’s relationship to his own congregation and 
with the brethren of his conference, but when I say to you that he was one 
of God’s chosen men ordained of God and of the Church for the work of his 
ministry, I will state to you only faintly that. which were the special char- 
acteristics of this man of God. And, as has been said to you, when you pass 
on your words of comfort, when you pass on your words of cheer and help- 
fulness, do not forget the little widow, and Paul, and Margaret, that are sit- 
ting to-day in the home in New Philadelphia with the recollection of a noble 
husband and father being taken from them in the very time of life when he 
was most needed. 

Tue Presipent. A service like this brings to our hearts due apprecia- 
tion of our hope in Jesus Christ. Our friends go from us. We miss them; 
they are simply gone before us. Just a little farther on there will be a 
meeting and a conference that will never break up, and we are going to sing, 
“Oh. How Sweet it Will Be.” Let us stand, 

DR. W. R. Funk. Before you sing, let me make this suggestion: It will 
be well to consider that in the case of Brothers Engle and Saudy that papers 
be prepared under the direction of the delegations representing them for the 
Proceedings. ‘ 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. We have a paper upon the life of Brother Engle. 
Doctor Enck was to have given that paper. The prepared paper is very brief, 
and it’certainly wouldn’t be proper to close this service without the reading 
of that paper. Brother Engle had been a member of this body for several 
sessions. He was a business man, and at his father’s death he stepped in 
his father’s shoes and occupied the same place as his father in the Hast 
Pennsylvania Conference; and in this body to-day we certainly do not wish 


to pass him by. 
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THe Presipent. I did not know that Doctor Enck had placed in the hands 
of the secretary this memorial. Before singing we will hear it. : 
SECRETARY LyterR. I will read Doctor Enck’s paper as prepared by him. 


MEMORIAL OF SAMUEL F. ENGLE. 


“T count it a privilege to testify to the personal worth and Christian 
character of one ‘though dead, yet speaketh!’ ‘Whose sun has gone down while 
it was still day.’ 

“Samuel F, Engle was born at Stoverdale, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
February 23, 1858, and died February 12, 1916, at the age of 57 years, 11 
months, and 11 days. 

“He was reared on the farm, and attended the public schools during the 
winter months. He graduated from the Millersville State Normal School in 
the year 1878. He taught school three consecutive years, after which he 
entered the mercantile business and was a successful business man for twenty- 
six years. He was president of the Valley Trust Company from the begin- 
ning of said institution until. his death. 

“He served as Recorder of Deeds of Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, for 
a term of three years. 

“He was converted and joined the United Brethren church at Palmyra, 
Pennsylvania, February 22, 1885, and the following month he was elected 
superintendent of a struggling Sunday school, and served in that capacity 
for thirty-one consecutive years, until his death, when said Sunday school 
was in a flourishing and growing condition, the largest in the town. 

“For a term of twelve years he was the able and efficient treasurer of the 
East Pennsylvania Annual Conference. He was twice elected delegate to the 
General Conference. j 

“He was a stanch friend and willing supporter of Lebanon Valley 
College. He served a number of years as trustee of the noble institution, 
and was an active and aggressive member of the executive committee. He 
was a great man, an active, aggressive and enterprising layman; however, 
humble, and meek, and without any outward demonstration, performed his 
work and did it well. 

“He worked upon strict consecrated business principles. His church was 
first and last, his life and money were devoted to the Church he loved. 
In the words of his pastor: ‘His fraternal spirit, wise counsel, good judg- 
ment, and a vision of bigger and better things made him most valued to the 
conference and to the Church.’ 

“In the midst of a busy life given unreservedly to his business and to his 
Church, life came to a close. Rather suddenly and unexpectedly while en- 
gaged in the active service in his church, he took seriously sick and was 
summoned to his final reward. His end came peacefully. He was ready 
for the call; with Paul, he might have said, ‘I stand in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to be with Jesus which is far better.’ 

“His work was done and done well. He laid down his tools, lowered the 
curtains, closed the door, and has entered upon his great and blessed reward. 
While his remains rest in the cemetery of his home, the church and Sunday 
school stand as a monument largely due to his consecrated and untiring 
efforts while in the body. Methinks TI could hear the Savior say, ‘Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’ ”’ 


THE PRESIDENT. It is rather remarkable that these two brethren, Brother 
Engle and Brother Saudy, occupied the same position in their respective con- 
ferences. By your permission I should like to appoint the Superintendent of 
the Michigan Conference, Brother S. EB. Shull, as a committee to prepare a 
suitable memorial on the life of Brother Saudy. Is it your pleasure? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 
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No paper was presented by Rev. S. E, Shull. 

THE PRESENT. Now, let us sing, “Oh, How Sweet it Will be in That 
Beautiful Land.” 

Tue PrEsIDENT. I am, going to ask Mrs. Williams to be ready to sing 
at such time as I may designate during the afternoon. I wish also that the 
song dedicated to this General Conference by Brother G. B. Vinaroff, be dis- 
tributed. He has a number of copies, and at some time before we adjourn 
this afternoon—I believe God inspired that young man to write that song-— 
we ought to hear it, and while we distribute those copies, and I am going to 
call for it before the afternoon program has concluded. 

Some delegate called attention to the fact that Mr. Vinaroff had left the 
Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am very sorry. Now, I anticipate the hope that the 
same beautiful spirit, quiet, thoughtful attitude, may command and possess 
us throughout the afternoon. You will help me, won’t you, to make this 
spirit rule throughout the entire session? The Conference is now in session. 

E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. May I make this motion, in order that 
we may save any questions afterwards: That all spécial orders for this 
afternoon at four o’clock be suspended in order that we may stay at business 
until we are done? We have practically a day and a half for work, and if we 
spend every hour from now until to-morrow night voting for boards we won’t 
be done. The motion prevailed. 

Dr. CHARLES WHITNEY. I want to ask the General Conference if we 
may have the privilege of making a correction and change in the treasurer’s 
report for home missions? Allow me to explain it. We have between thirty 
and thirty-five thousand dollars of death notes, which are not incorporated 
under the assets, and I have lately learned that there is a legal question 
there, if not included there, if not reported as such we couldn’t collect them 
in court, and I want to ask the privilege of having that amount placed in our 
- assets so that it will meet the legal objection. 

Tue PRESIDENT. We have a motion to this effect. Adopted. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Let us have the report of the board of tellers on Home 
Missionary Secretary. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


FIRST BALLOT FOR HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY, 
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Number of votes cast, 225. Necessary for a choice, 113. No election. 
[Signed] A. A. Maysities, Chairman; J. R. ENG&E, Secretary. 


THE PresiwenrT. There being no election, you will prepare your ballots 


vote. ae 
“a rue e ee ballot was then taken for Home Missionary Secretary, and the 


same board of tellers collected the ballots and retired to make the count. 
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PRESIDENT I, J. Goon, of White River Conference. I have the report of the 
joint committee of Christian Stewardship and Church Government, adapting 
the legislation in regard to the Board of Administration to Christian Stew- 
ardship. Shall the report be printed? ; 

Tue Presipent. What is the pleasure of the Conference? Do you want 
it printed? 

Voices. No, no. 

JupDGE BenNerTT, of Kansas Conference. What is it? 

Tuer PRESIDENT. It is the results of the work of our committee on 
Christian Stewardship and Church Government. State it again, President 
Good. 

PRESIDENT Goop. It is the report of the joint meeting of the committees 
on Church Government and Christian Stewardship, which was to correlate 
the legislation of this Conference on the Board of Administration in the 
chapter on Christian Stewardship. The idea of the committee is that if we 
can read it, we can adopt it without having it printed. “It has nothing to do 
with new legislation. 

THe PRESIDENT. Shall we hear it at this time? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

President Good reads: 


REFORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHURCIL GOVERNMENT AND CHRISTIAN 
STEWARDSHIP. 


Te 
Throughout Chapter XV., wherever the name “General Commission on 
Finance,” or “Commission on Finance,” as applied to the whole Church, is 
used, substitute ‘Board of Administration.” 


: iI. 

Paragraph 2, Item 1, page 118: Substitute “That the Board of Admin- 
istration perform the duties assigned in this chapter.” 

seate 

1. Paragraph 3, Item 1, page 119, Heading, “Board of Administration 
and Its Duties’—omit the first sentence. In its place substitute the para- 
graph already adopted by the General Conference, which will read as follows: 
“The Board of Administration shall consist of the Bishop, ex-officio, and one 
minister and one layman each from each Bishop’s district in the United 
States, elected by the General Conference.” 

2. The last sentence in the above paragraph, as already in the Disci- 
pline, reading: “2. The General Conference shall elect an executive secre- 
tary, who shall not be a member of the Board of Administration.” 

Iv. 

Omit Item 2. 

Vv. 

Change Item 3 to read: “The Board of Administration shall meet within 
thirty days after the adjournment of the General Conference, on the eall of 
the chairman of the Board of Bishops. It shall elect a chairman and record- 
ing secretary, and such committees as shall be needed. It shall hold such 
additional meetings during the quadrennium as may be necessary. Called 
meetings may be held on request of seven members of the board.” 

VI. 

Item 4, next to the last line of Paragraph 2, add the words “to be 
raised” after the word “budget.” It will then read: “It shall apportion the 
budget to be raised to the various annual conferences and mission districts.” 

VIL. 

Item 6, page 120, the last line to read: “In th 

of finance adopted by the General Conference.” oh Sue ee 
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Wilts. 
The remaining items of the “Duties of the Board of Administration” 
become Paragraph 9, Items 1, 2, 3, and 4, in Chapter XV. [Signed] E. L. 
SHUEY, Chairman; I. J. Goon, Secretary. 


E. L. Smury. Let all open their Disciplines at Chapter XV., page 118, 
and you will find how little change has been made. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. What will you do with this report? 

Dr. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. I would like to raise one question 
with reference to the item on page 119. 

Rey. G. E. McDonatp. I move the adoption of the report. 

Doctor Huser. The matter refers to the nomination of this committee, 
which means that there are representatives from the East District, and three 
from all the districts, as I understand it. Now, I am raising this question, 
for example, the East District has a population of possibly sixty thousand. 

E. L. Suuery. I rise to a point of order. The question of composition of 
this board is not under consideration. The only thing we have a right to 
consider is where it shall be placed in the Discipline. 

Docror Huser. Will there be another time for the presentation of this? 
This is what ought to have been done in the beginning. 

BE. L. Suvry. I insist upon my point of order. A point of order must 
be recognized. é 

Doctor Huser. I suppose I have no right to state it. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Mr. Shuey, state your point of order. 

E. L. SuHury. My point of order is that the composition of the board 
is not under consideration and cannot be considered. It -is already deter- 
mined. If somebody wants to go back and have it done over, that may be 
done, but it can’t be done now. 

Doctor Huser. I have one question to raise, and as a member of this 
Conference, I have a right to raise it. 

Dr. L. W. Stan. I move that we reconsider the vote taken on the con- 
stitution of this board. Lost. : 

The motion of Professor Keppel, to table the report, did not prevail. 

Dr. J. T. Fosrer. On page 119, at the bottom of Item 3, you make pro- 
vision there for a secretary. The secretary shall be elected. The question 
is in the report that was passed this morning—the Board of Administration 
may appoint a secretary. Does this mean the same? 

BE. L. Suaury. No. 

Tarr PRESIDENT. Let this committee answer, who have this in their 
power to harmonize. ae > : 

B. L. Suury. The Discipline already provides a secretary. The action 
this morning does not go into the Discipline. It provides for the part of 
this secretary to carry out the four-year program, that is, if necessary to 
have additional assistants, he may have them. The unfortunate thing in 
that report was the use of the word ‘secretary, which, I think, was not in- 
tended at all, The idea was simply to get some temporary assistance, if 
necessary, to carry out that additional work. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. Do you mean an additional secretary to this secretary 
i any % 
= eit Gages That would be my answer. The additional secretary, with 
such assistance as is necessary, to carry out the provisions of the four-year 
program. The four-year program has nothing to do with this disciplinary 
provision whatever. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. The report before us has never, as yet, been 
adopted. This report, which I have just been reading, was referred back to 
this joint committee and has been pending and is now pending, and is now 


open for discussion. 
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THE PRESIDENT. The motion is for the adoption of this report. Are you 
ready to vote? 

Dr. J. S. Futton. I think this question ought to be settled, whether this 
means that they shall employ a secretary or we shall elect a secretary, or 
whether, as the other paper implied, that a secretary should be employed by 
the committee, or whether it means both. 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Shuey, answer that question, please. 

HE, L. SaHury. I thought I had, Mr. Chairman, but I will try it again. 
The report of the Committee on Program, which we adopted this morning, 
has two parts, as you will recall. If it is simply a matter of methods and 
agency, in the agency for the carrying out of that program it is pro- 
vided that the Board of Administration: might, if necessary, employ a seere- 
tary to devote his time to the leadership of this program through this quad- 
rennium, which would mean that he was simply a temporary assistant to 
do any work that they found necessary—if it is necessary—not a secretary— 
I think it is unfortunate for the word ‘secretary’ to be used here, because I 
don’t think that is what they meant, for this part of it has absolutely noth- 
ing to do with the program—with the four-year program. This is an inde- 
pendent thing. One committee reported one, the other committee reported 
the other. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. Mr. Shuey, my understanding was that this is to take 
the place of the Commission on Finance, and that the Discipline should be 
so harmonized. Now, if this means exactly what it says, we shall under- 
stand it, for it says we shall elect a secretary. : 

H. L. Suuny. No, this part—it leaves in the provision that the board 
shall elect a secretary. If you will pardon me, I was going to suggest this: 
I have not had anything to do with it, but I was going to suggest this, that 
we pass a resolution that it is our understanding. 

Rev. W. L. Curtpress. I rise to a point of order. He has spoken five 
minutes. 

THE PRESIDENT. You are in order, proceed. 

E. L. SHury. It is provided that the additional assistance to carry out 
the program, which the committee needs, shall be gathered in connection 
with the funds. 

TuE PresipentT. Let the chair suggest that you adopt this report and 
settle the other matter in the report to follow. 

Pror. J. H. RursusH. I don’t want this passed. Page 119, Chapter XV. 
Section 3, lines 10 and 11. I move we eliminate this phrase, “The General 
Conference shall elect an executive secretary, who shall not be a member of 
the commission.” Now, brethren, I happen to be on— 

Professor Kreppet. The brother is debating. 

THE PresIpeENT. This motion is not supported. 

Rey. A. H. Rersn, of West Virginia Conference. I second the motion, 

THE PRESIDENT. Now you can speak to the motion. 

Rev. D. P. McCoy, of Indiana Conference. I just wondered if this har- 
monizes the report. Why not eliminate Item 10 of the report on the four- 
year program, and that will leave you one secretary? ; 

H. L. Suury. A point of order. The motion is out of order, in that the 
only part of this report that is concerned with this paragraph which he men- 
tioned is the figure “2.” Our recommendation was that that sentence be 
marked figure “2,” and that is all there is in our report. If Brother Rue- 
bush wants to bring up that question, he can do it after this, as an independ: 
ent matter. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think really that you dela 
mining it. Now, we have not had the report of the 
has to deal with the same thing. This committee 


y business by not deter- 
Finance Commission. It 
was to harmonize these 
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two reports, I understand. So let us go forward. Are you ready to vote on 
the motion? 

Dr. J. M. Puiriiprl, of Northern Illinois Conference. I don’t object to 
going forward, if I know which way we are headed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Brother Ruebush, state your motion again. 

PROFESSOR RuEBUSH. My motion is to eliminate the tenth and eleventh 
lines of Section III., page 119, of Chapter XV., which reads that “the Gen- 
eral Conference shall elect an executive secretary who shall not be a member 
of the commission.” We simply eliminate that. I have been on this Finance _ 
Commission. You elect members on the commission and send them here; 
they hear all kinds of complaints for four years, as to what we are going 
to do about this and that, and we are spending money and some of us have 
some thought about it, and you propose to shut off consideration of it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Professor Ruebush, let me please call attention to the 
fact that you are out of order. You are dealing with Discipline, and that 
must be before us a day before we can act upon it. 

Dr. J. M. Pumuirpr. I am ready to go when I know which way we are 
going. As I understand it, this forenoon we provided for a possible secretary, 
or assistant to the Board of Administration, and now, by passing this paper, 
we certainly have a secretary, and we have that other one in addition. Is 
that the state of the question? That is, we have one for sure and another 
one, if the Board of Administration says so. Now, if we are going to have 
two, I should like to understand. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. If your statement is correct, then this committee to 
harmonize these two reports has failed to comprehend its work. .- 

E. L. Suury. If I may explain, please keep in mind that these two 
lines of Discipline which Professor Ruebush’s motion referred, were not 
before this committee. 

Proressor RuEBuUSH. I will withdraw my motion. 

Turk PRESIDENT. State it again, Mr. Shuey. 

B. L. Suury. The two lines to which Professor Ruebush referred, were 
not before the committee, and we haven’t anything to do with it. 

Tue Presipenr. I think that must be clear, Mr. Shuey, to every member 
of the Conference that when we dealt with items in the Discipline, these 
committees cannot take hold of them. 

J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. Inasmuch as there seems to 
have been a misunderstanding, I move to refer this question back to the 


ommittee for adjustment. , 
: EB. L. Suvry. Now, before you do it, I must ask what you want adjusted. 


7 ig a ver lain question. 

ee 5. s. Siege Was not that report adopted this morning? and after 
it was adopted, then came up the vote on the four-year program, there was 
some confusion, then the whole matter was referred to this committee to 
iron out. 

BE. L. Suvuny. Am I wrong? This morning, was anything of the four- 
year program referred to our committee? Nothing whatever. You referred 
the adaptation of your report on Board of Administration to Chapter XV. of 
the Discipline; that was all that was referred to our committee. We have 
simply done what you told us to do and it has nothing whatever to do with 
the rule of which Professor Ruebush speaks. 

THE PRESIDENT. aan hold a moment. Let us ask the secretary what was 

t committee. 
age poate Chapter XV. of the Discipline was referred to the com- 
mittees on Stewardship and Government of the Church, also the matter of 
employment of a secretary by the Four-Year Program Commission. 


B®. L. Suvey. I beg your pardon, 
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THe Preswent. J think that explains the whole situation. You were 
not familiar with the work committed to you, and this discussion has 
brought out that fact. 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. I would like to ask this question, whether the report 
submitted is the joint report of that Committee on Christian Stewardship 
ou the Four-Year Program? Will.there be another report from the Christian 
Stewardship Committee which will cover this whole ground? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a question and an important one. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. I happen to be chairman of the Committee on Chris- 
tian Stewardship. As a member of that committee, I don’t understand that 
the Conference had repealed the last two lines of page 119 of the Discipline, 
and not understanding that the Conference had repealed that, and I doubt 
at the present minute that they have repealed it, I do not.see how our com- 
mittee had any authority to eliminate it. All we did to it was to number it 
II., as Section II. was eliminated by the action. Now, the Christian Stew- 
ardship Committee has a very brief report, which has gone to the printer, 
and will come in, taking that into consideration, but it does not take this 
whole matter into consideration. 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. May I ask this question? Does that committee report 
on Christian Stewardship cover all in the Discipline that is covered by this 
report? 

PROFESSOR Keppet. It deals only with one paragraph, item 1. 

Doctor HoucH. The whole thing could be brought up, could it, Bishop, 
at that time? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, certainly. 

Dr. W. R. FunxK. I want to make a suggestion. These two committees 
are overlapping in their work. Why don’t you postpone the action on this 
committee report this afternoon until you get the printed report of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and then harmonize them all here in a minute or two, 

Doctor Hover. The report of the Committee on Finance hasn’t come 
in yet. 

THE Preswenr. Let the chair suggest this. You may consider it pre- 
mature, but nevertheless if this report now gone to the printer contains any 
item that would complicate matters, as Doctor Funk has suggested on this 
whole situation, let this committee get that information before it begins its 
work. 

PRoressor Kepren. It does not, it merely deals with the one question of 
the tithe and the relation of members to this, but this report of this com- 
mittee does amend the Discipline and it should go to the printer and should 
come up with the other printed reports, so we can all have them in hand. 

EK. L. Suury. I thought not, until you read that one expression, but 
there are two or three words in the section. It will give us more time. I am 
willing to defer it. I think we can very quickly adjust it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote on the question to recommit the 
matter to the committee? If so, you will lift the hand; opposed, by like 
sign. I thank you. The motion prevails. We will have the report of the 
board of tellers again. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


SECOND BALLOT FOR HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY. 
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Total vote cast, 206. Necessary for choice, 104. No election i 
A. A. MAysiLies, Chairman; J. R. Encore, Secretary. yoy 
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Tue PRESIDENT. No election. Prepare your ballots. After this vote is 
taken, Mrs. Williams will sing. We will not impede the progress of our 
work by getting a little diversion into our program. We have not had 
enough of it. That creates the psychological condition that we are all feeling 
the need of. 

The third ballot was taken for Home Missionary Secretary, and the 
board of tellers retired to make the count, : 

THE PRESIDENT. Will Mrs. Williams come to the platform? You have 
been so good this afternoon, we will keep up the good record yet awhile. 

THE PRESIDENT, This is Mrs. Williams, the wife of Rev. O. E. Williams 
of Erie Conference. Many of you know her, and in the end when the records 
are given, I am quite sure that Mrs. Williams will have to her record as many 
souls won to Christ, as her husband will have. 

Mrs. O. E. WittiAms. I want to sing to you this afternoon a song incorpo- 
rating the dying words of my precious father: “Is there a home in that city 
of gold?” “Oh, What Will It Be When I See Jesus.” 

SEcReTARY Hammack. As to the statement made by Doctor Whitney a 
little while ago with reference to death notes of the Home Missionary Society, 
asking that the report be changed so that they might put them in their 
assets, you will remember that in adopting the report of Bonebrake Seminary 
committee this morning, the order was that the death notes and other intan- 
gible assets be not counted as part of the other assets. Will that in any way 
invalidate the debts, or of these death notes to Bonebrake Seminary? It 
seems to me if they do in one case, they would in the other. 

BrsHop Krepwarr. A resolution was passed by the board of trustees some- 
thing to this effect, and it was discovered during the year that it would 
invalidate certain assets and the board of trustees reversed its ‘action. It 
seems strange that the General Conference would take the same action after it 
is found to invalidate. 

SrcreTary Hammack, I move that this report on Bonebrake Seminary 
be reconsidered. 

BrsHop Krepuarr. Perhaps we would better ask the general manager. 

Dr. J. E. Four, Business Manager and delegate from Sandusky Conference. 
All I know is what I reported to my committee as to the case in Illinois in ° 
the Probate Court. They put me on the stand and asked me these questions: 
Whether you have received that note and placed it on file in our books. 
Second, he asked me whether we held that note as a part of the assets of 
the institution. Interrogating me afterwards, he said to me that if we 
had not held the note as an asset of the institution, it would not have been 
collectable, and I reported it to our attorney and he said that that was his 
judgment. F 

The motion to reconsider prevailed. 

SroreraAry Hammack. I move that No. 6 of this report be stricken out 

W. G. Battery, of White River Conference. I think the force of this was 
that these notes should be carried in a separate account and should be 
listed as mortuary notes so that it might be possible for us to learn this 
particular kind of assets, the amount of them, and not to have them carried 
as assets so we couldn’t distinguish them from ordinary time notes. 

M. R. Wutre, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Not as reguiar assets 
but death notes, or other intangible notes not to be counted as part of the 
regular assets; it was the intention of the committee to count it not.as 


regular, but as special. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. We wrestled with that matter in the executive com- 
mittee of the Seminary. I am not sure, but if you order that these mortuary 
notes be set out by themselves and say that you do not consider them as a 
‘part of the assets of the institution, it will have exactly the same effect 
upon a court as the court said it would have had in this case, If the 
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manager of the Seminary had said, “We do not count them as assets,” I ain 
pretty sure that in order to keep from invalidating a mortuary note like that, 
you must show that you have considered it as an asset of the institution, 
and if you put it off by the side in order to escape that, I am not sure which 
will be the result in court. 


PROFESSOR KEPPEL. It seems to me that when the money of the Church 
is at stake, we can afford to take time enough to be sure that we are right. 

THE PRESIDENT. We had a similar case awhile ago and set the precedent, 
and there is no use to fight it over again. : 

PROFESSOR Krprret. I have no desire to fight, Brother Bishop, not a bit. 
The advice of the attorneys that represent our small interests on the Coast 
have been, that in all matters pertaining to church affairs we take no chance 
whatever, We go the full limit with respect to the protection of our property, 
that we would much better have cumbered accounts than have a risk. I hope 
that every member of this Conference will stand for the principle of protect- 
ing every cent to the limit. 

THE PRESIDENT. I beg pardon for using the word “fight.” I meant we 
were going seemingly over the same ground that we did a while ago. 

Those favorable to amend by striking out this item will lift the hand; 
opposed, lift the hand. I thank you. It is stricken out. Those favoring the 
adoption of the report, as amended, will lift the hand; opposed, like sign. It 
is adopted. 

Prepare your ballots for Business Manager of Bonebrake Theological 
Seminary. The board of tellers will be: Robert Earls, Bertha Fogleberg, 
E. B. Ward, J. A. Bray, and Nora Gallagher. 

We have already passed the special order hour as you know, and we will 
expedite matters if that be possible with just as little commotion as possible. 
I am wondering if there are reports out that should be referred to the printer. 
Is our printing done? If not, it ought to be, before the sun goes down to- 
night. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. The Committee on State of the Church, I think, 
is ready but I do not think it will need to go to print. Brother Lutz has 
the report. : 

; Rey. W. L. Cuinpress. The report of the Committee on Boundary has 
been from the hands of the printer and distributed for a whole day. 

THE PRESIDENT. The report must be heard before we adjourn, because 
the Stationing Committee has its work to do between this and to-morrow. 

Dr. L. W. Lutz. I would like to ask whether that report of the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church must go to the printer? There is nothing 
in it to change the Discipline. : : 

THE Presmenr. If it doesn’t change the Discipline, it does not go to 
the printer. 

Dr. W. R. FunxK. I would like to state that there are three reports now 
in the hands of the printer, and they will all be here at four o’clock. That 
is what they told me. 

Pror, H. H. Barsu, of Allegheny Conference. May I say just a word? 
I have been following these reports with a great deal of interest and have 
been doing my best to vote right on every report that has come before the 
Conference. I confess that in some cases it has been with the greatest diffi- 
culty that I have satisfied my own mind that I was voting right, because I 
was not clear as to the change that would be involved. Now, my sugges- 
tion, Mr. Bishop, is this, that in the presentation of the remaining revorts 
that will come before us, especially where a change in the Discipline is 
involved, that we give the chairman or some representative of the committee, 
and who understands fully the reasons for the proposed changes, about five 
or ten minutes, if necessary, to explain to us clearly just why each change 
is being made, before a number of others who do not understand get up and 
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precipitate a discussion that so muddles the question that some of us have 
difficulty in knowing just what we should do. I would like to see the chair- 
man of each committee explain to us fully the reasons for the proposed 
changes and I believe if that is done, in most cases we will then be ready 
to vote without any further discussion. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a good speech, Professor, but we have gone 
beyond the time of our special order. We must come to it. 

G. A. Lambert, of White River Conference. Couldn’t I have just a minute? 
I want to refer to page 44, Section 10. It will be plainly noticed that the 
Church Treasurer between the General Conference quadrennial sessions is 
responsible to no one, and I want to suggest these words to be added to 
Section 10: In the interim of meetings of the General Conference the 
General Church Treasurer shall be responsible for the faithful performance 
of his duties to the Board of Administration.” I want to add this to Sec- 
tion 10. : 

THE PRESIDENT. You will present that matter again. 

G. A. LAmBrrT. At some other time? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Dr. L. W. Stanv. I have a right to make a motion at any time. I move 
you that we consider the report on the Board of Administration that was 
acted upon this morning. 

Vorices of No, no. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair has laid himself liable for going ten minutes 
over the special order. What do you want, Doctor? 

Doctor Staunrt. I want to give notice that a motion has been made and 
-can be brought up at any time. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is the motion seconded? 

Seconded by Dr. J. G. Huber. It is now of record: 

THE PRESIDENT. It now becomes my delightful privilege to present to 
the Conference the greatest Sunday-school leader living on the face of the 
earth to-day. [Applause.] I heard Colonel Cowden introduced in terms like 
these before a Winona audience by one of the great Sunday-school leaders 
of our day. He will preside at this meeting. I want you to rise and receive 
him. [Conference rises and gives the Chautauqua salute. | 

Cot. Ropert CowpEN. The greatest development of the last century has 
been the development of the Sunday-school movement. There is no question 
about it and I thought we would make this one of the best hours of the 
General Conference. We can make it so. 

The following program was then observed: 


Singing—“The Glory Song.” 
Prayer by Pres. W. G. Clippinger. 
“Reminiscence,” by Col. Robert Cowden, Litt.D., general secretary 
ritus. 
ce eT he Church and Her Children,” by Mrs. Maud J. Baldwin, Chicago, II1, 
General Elementary Superintendent, International Sunday-school Association. 
Remarks by Dr. Charles W. Brewbaker, General Sunday-school Secretary. 
Doctor Brewbaker called upon the following co-workers to stand in the 
order named: Editor, W. O. Fries; Associate Editor, John W. Owen; H. C. 
Cridland, of the Sunday-school Committee, Pres. W. G. Clippinger, of Otter- 
bein College, and president of the Ohio State Sunday-school Association. 
J. H. Little, of La Crosse, Kansas. Also all persons in the audience associated 
with Sunday-school work. ; 
‘sa The.program closed, with prayer by Dr. W. O. Fries. 


Tur PresIpDENT. Now, we have some more important business that we 
are going to transact in about fifteen minutes. We must have one more 
report. Now, if my good friends in the rear will help me for another thirty 
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minutes we can go to dinner. We can congratulate ourselves that we have 
made so much progress in our work. We are crowding into two weeks 
what another denomination does in thirty days, and there have never been 
such measures before a General Conference of our Church as we have been 
called upon to consider. I remember a prayer by Doctor Funkhouser the 
other day that I shall never forget, in which he said, referring to this 
General Conference in his talk to pastors, he said, “You say in your Word 
that a thousand years in your sight are but as a day,” and we are doing the 
work of a thousand years as a Church in a single day. I will never forget 
that expression in that prayer. Now, we are all quiet. What comes first? 
Have we a report of a board of tellers? 
Secretary Hammack reads: 
THIRD BALLOT FOR HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY. 


SOUR Stoo ny eerie bas oe oe see Ree Tare Wee KUL tas tirara itis ensign aoa ear arene 1 


J. E 

Airs Ose SLC Ca tenets aces nen ese ee ante a Nl ce een rene peepee ele ele ca corso 1 
Mieke Baines rink oeeto seienees 1. Go. -MeDonald. waka pee eee 3 
ese CON aes cones ten a a respects eens 69. OOO ee cere casnokeusieha etcer ieee ees 13 
de His: AO IPATIN OM ane see cnevenc bial seas tae as M Scat aici ng CATO Dx ve nas ls paveus euMseeicse en Eas 108 


Total vote cast, 213. Necessary for choice, 107. [Signed] A. A. May- 
SILLES, Chairman; J. R. EnNae, Sécretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. P. M. Camp as your Home Mis- 
sionary Secretary. Stand up, Doctor Camp. Just stand in your place. 
Doctor Camp stands in his place in the East Ohio Conference delegation, 
and receives the applause of the Conference, : 
THE PRESIDENT. We have another report from a board of tellers. 
Secretary Hammack reads: | 


BALLOT FOR BUSINESS MANAGER OF BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Dthie Patter sOnvesstricoee a ee 153 JS Re nROSters. cnx capone een eos ee 1 
Ele Vier i ce ates eyes eines Io JER ROW USD aos eae toh cine 1 
OOS man: A255. 6578 o daees owe I Jee gShannon-s oie cece eee ali 
W2 Beal) UN Ga Dr ct-cong- es rege eee LR Re Butter wick... 433.4 2 
BOs Bonebrakes 2son 5 2 Geek 2 i oP eM Camp. S-se.26 ee eee a 
CaCamipe 3k wre os eee eee 2. ad Ay TGR teRed tis eee 18 
JESS Held Cony: Prec et a ee ee ae DOs eds EE Mou ticesac ees one eae ee 117 


Total vote cast, 203. Necessary to choice, 102. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. J. E. Fout as Business Manager of 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 

THE PRESIDENT. We are to have the report on Boundaries next, according 
to the program. Who is the secretary? I want to state something that 
was in my mind when I came to the chair this afternoon. You will remem- 
ber that Mrs. Harford received some votes for Bishop.- Oh, what dignity it 
would have given. to that board if she had been elected, and if I preside 
any more, I am going to divide time with Mrs. Harford. The secretary will 
read. Do you want it considered item by item? 

Vorcres. No, no. 

THE PRESIDENT. If there are no objections, we pass these items; is that 
your understanding? 

Voices. Yes, yes. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“REPORT OF BOUNDARY COMMITTEE. 
“We, your Committee on Boundaries, would recommend that the bound- 
ary of Montana Mission Conference ghall be all the State of Montana, and’ 
that part of North Dakota which lies south and west of the Missouri River. 
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“Second, that the name of the Iowa State Conference be changed from 
‘lowa State Conference’ to ‘lowa Conference.’ 

“Third, that the State of Arkansas be added to the Southwest District, 
and an enabling act be passed, constituting it a mission district, when there 
are three organized fields.” 


BisHor Krpwarr. You passed a resolution yesterday describing the 
conditions under which mission districts are organized, placing the authority 
for so organizing in the hands of the Home Missionary Board and the Bishop 
ot the district. I do not know that this is essential—it is not out of place 
at all—I don’t know that it is necessary—this third item is not out of 
harmony. 

Pror. J. H. Ruesusu. A motion was made that the chairman of the 
committee should explain. 

Pres. M. O. McLAvucuuin, Chairman. It appeared to the committee that 
there were several United Brethren in Arkansas who are doing constructive 
Christian work, and their thought and plan is that within a very short time 
there will be several churches organized, and they desire that they be made 
a part of this Southwest Conference District, so that they would have super- 
vision, and when the time came that their churches were organized, as they 
are now planning, that they could come in under this new provision for 
mission districts. 

Pror. J. H. RurpusH. I move that item three be struck out, and leave 
the Home Missionary Board to work that out. 

Doctor Horprookx. I would like to say a word. I have been waiting for 
two or three days to say something. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Will you hear Doctor Holbrook? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

TuE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Docror Horsrook. I came down here that I might be heard. Up in 
New York, thirty-two miles from Elmira, we have an organized Sunday 
school. We have a young man in Leander Clark College from there, studying 
for the ministry, who is going out on a government timber reservation, 
where most of the men are United Brethren. I am going there in July to 
look after the work. One minister from Colorado Conference has bought a 
place there; one minister from this conference, one minister from Portland, 
and one from Pennsylvania have already bought land there, and expect to go 
on their, land and help develop the work. It is not a question of money; 
it is a question of recognition. By next General Conference we want a con- 
ference and want recognition, and I have been urging that this opportunity 
be given. I could say a lot more about this because there are a number of 
other places—there is another place where there are a number of United 
Brethren from Ohio in one locality, co-operating with the Methodist Church, 
and they want to come back and come over into the United Brethren Church. 
Another place where Brother N. W. Patterson has charge; they have had 
six conversions in that school and they asked me to come and hold a meeting, 
and this is work we ought to do, brethren. I thank you. 

Bisuor Krruarr. The only question I raise is whether this is a neces- 
sity, whether the act you passed yesterday is not an enabling act. 

THe PRESIDENT. The motion is to strike out Item 3, as your action 
yesterday covers it. Are you ready to vote on the motion to strike out? 

Voices. Ready. : roa Se 

Tur PresivENT. Those favoring the motion will lift the hand; opposed, 
like sign. I am not able to determine. Those favoring the motion to strike 
out, will please stand. Opposed, like sign. It is no use to count. The 
motion to strike out is lost. Proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 
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“Fourth, that the Georgia-Florida Conference be dissolved, and that 
Florida Conference constitute a mission conference, and that the churches 
at Fitzgerald and Waycross, Georgia, be placed under control of Florida 
Mission Conference. 

“Fifth, that Montana be classified as a mission conference. 

“Sixth, that Michigan Conference be transferred from the Northwest 
District to the Central District; Montana from the Northwest to the Coast 
District; and that the Indiana Conference be transferred from the Central 
District to the Northwest District. 

“Seventh, that the remaining boundaries be unchanged. [Signed] M. O. 
McLavuGcuuin, Chairman; W. L. CuILpress, Secretary.” 


BisHop BELL. Just a word. I wish we may have unanimous consent 
where it reads in the sixth section, “Montana from the Northwest to the 
Coast District,” to change the word “Coast” to “Pacific,” making it the 
“Pacific District.” I ask unanimous consent that it be made “Pacific” 
District. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. That change will be made. 

Rey, S. E. SHULL, of Michigan Conference. I move to amend article sixth 
by striking out “that Michigan Conference be transferred from the North- 
west District to the Central District.” 

Pror. H. H. Batsu, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to ask of 
the chairman of the committee the reason for this recommendation, so we 
may know what to do about it. 

Pres. M. O. McLaueHiin. There were members of this Conference 
appeared before the Committee on Boundaries and stated that the Michigan 
Conference should be transferred to the Central district, and may I say here, 
Mr. Chairman, that the printers have omitted to print one of our recommen: 
dations. We recommended that the &t. Joseph Conference be transferred 
from the Central District to the Northwest District. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is already in the Northwest district. 

PRESIDENT McLAuGHuin. Which conference is it, then? 

A Memerr. Indiana Conference. ; 

PRESIDENT McLAvuGHILIN. That the Indiana Conference be transferred to 
the Northwest District. 

THE PRESIDENT, That is in here. 

PRESIDENT MoLAUGHLIN. That is here. Well, the argument was this, 
that in transferring the Indiana Conference to the Northwest District‘it would 
make the Bishop of the Northwest District have more conferences than any 
other in his district, and it would be unfair to him, and the suggestion was 
made by members of both conference districts that we would simply ex- 
change Michigan for Indiana, and leave the number of conferences that the 
Bishops were to preside over as they were before. That was the argument 
presented, and we were willing to grant the request. 

THE PRESIDENT. Let us hear this amendment again, Brother Shull. I 
am. not clear about this. : 

Rey. S. E. Suurt, The motion is to amend article sixth by striking 
out “that Michigan Conference be transferred from the Northwest District 
to the Central District,” and that the rest of the section remain as it is. 

THE PRESIDENT. Ig the amendment understood generally? ; 

ae W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. Was that amendment sec- 
onded? 

FRED P. Gers, of Michigan Conference. I did second it. : 

Rev. S. BE. Suurt. I want to present the reasons for this amendment. 
Twenty-eight years ago the General Conference took action which meant a 
great deal to the old Church. You all felt the effect of that action when the 
division of the Church was brought about. Michigan received the effect, 
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and the rest of you felt something of a jar. You know in Michigan the 
property was largely in the other body of the Church. For twenty-eight 
years Michigan has really been a very sick child. Just within the last 
quadrennium did we begin to catch our breath. During the twenty-eight 
years field after field has gone. We moved out of territory which was 
occupied by the United Brethren Church and neighboring denominations 
have taken advantage of that fact and discouraged our people, they have 
come in and used that argument on them and they have crowded us out of 
place after place. That same propaganda is continued to-day in the confer- 
ence. During this quadrennium the neighboring conferences have been work- 
ing to take this territory, one of our strongest, one of the churches where 
the United Brethren Church has been since the year 1876, a church building 
there, they are endeavoring to take the whole thing. They say, “Your confer- 
ence is weak, your Church is weak and does nothing for you.” That church 
has 125,000 members in the State of Michigan and has more than all of the 
Northwest District, almost fifty per cent. more. They are using that argu- 
ment on our people. Now, just in the last years we have been catching our 
breath. We have been gasping for a new lease of life, our ministers have 
become somewhat encouraged, the people are taking heart, and now we have 
our people working according to plans in Michigan. I just want to give you 
some of the things that it is likely to mean to us in the conference. We have 
had regular times for our meetings in the Northwest District for our con- 
ference. Our people have learned or have begun to learn during this quad- 
rennium of their date for closing conference work. We have had gpecific 
times for quarterly conferences all over the conference. We have had such 
an order and they have begun to learn that and plan accordingly. It has 
taken time, it has taken work, it has taken a tremendous amount of effort 
to bring them to this point. They have had an association with the North- 
west District that has meant a great deal. Now, if we are changed to the 
other district the probabilities are that the Central district will not feel 
like giving us that time, and we have only begun to have a conference spirit, 
and a church spirit revival, that gives us an opportunity for success, but if 
we are now torn up and have to replan and must begin all over again, I 
fear that this discouraged condition will settle upon us again and it will 
be almost our finish. Now, I just want to say this, we are in the day of 
opportunity for Michigan. There has come a development such as Michigan 
has never known, and in the next four years we ought to have a wonderful 
advance in Michigan. I believe I can say that to the very center of the 
Church, we have a field that is second to none in the denomination for 
advance, and I beg of you not to put upon us a handicap. The chances are if 
we are taken into a new family, we will come in and we will take simply 
what may be left, rather than be one of a family of warm-hearted strength. 
That is usually the case. It will be difficult to make arrangements in that 
way, and I pray that you leave us with the Northwest district and not change 
- us to the Central District; and I wanted to make this particular explanation, 
not that I have any idea that the people of the Central District are not as 
kindly and as considerate as the people of the Northwest District, but it 
means transplanting, it means breaking up that to which we have become 
related, it means to begin all over again to organize this business. 

J. H. Lirtre. A point of order. The time limit. 

Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. I should, of course, regret 
any step that might be taken that would be detrimental to the Michigan 
Conference, or any other conference, but I think you can readily see the 
purpose of the committee in this recommendation. They are placing the 
Indiana Conference from the Central to the Northwest District, and I realize 
why they changed Michigan from the Northwest to the Central District. 
Now, you can see the logic with reference to the action pertaining to the 
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Indiana Conference. As it is now, the State of Indiana is divided into two 
Bishops’ districts. This has worked a real inconvenience to our conference 
and to our State, especially in view of the fact that the State is a unit im 
co-operating with the Indiana Central University, and we feel, we are sure, 
that this inconvenience will be eliminated when the entire State is in one 
Bishop’s district. That is the real reason, I think, in the minds of the com- 
mittee, and especially in the minds of those who asked, who petitioned the 
committee to make this change, and so | trust that arrangement may be made 
satisfactory with Michigan Conference, but I hope, friends, that you will not 
vote this amendment, as it affects the Indiana Conference. 

Rey. S. E. Suutn. Doctor Snyder is laboring under the impression that 
it affects the Indiana Conference. It is only to strike out that portion which 
refers to Michigan Conference. Indiana Conference, under the amendment, 
would be carried over to the Northwest District. 

Docror Snyper. Did you not inelude it in your amendment? 

Rey. S. H. SuHupty. No, I did not. 

Docror SnypreR. I beg pardon. 

Frep P. Gris, of Michigan Conference. I wanted to ask one question ot 
the chairman—whether the Michigan delegation, or any member of it, was 
conferred with before this change was recommended, or given any oppor- 
tunity to present their side of the case? 

Tne PRESIDENT. Can you answer the question, Doctor McLaughlin? 

Doctor McLavcurin. What was your question, please? 

Rev. S. E. Shull repeats the question. 

Docror McLaucuiin. I can’t answer your question. There were several 
people we talked with, but I couldn’t answer your question. 

Rey. S. E. Suvurn. I have asked each member, and they say they had 
no opportunity to present the side of Michigan Conference. 

Rey. W. E. Sranury, of St. Joseph Conference. I was just wondering 
about this amendment in the mighty interests that are calling for a great 
northwest, if this Conference was going to consider these long and well- 
developed conferences in this matter of a division, and cripple the child-— 
the Montana Conference—in tearing it away from this Northwest District, 
where it has found its congenial association? 

Rey. M. 8. Bovey. Might I be heard with this explanation? Does the 
amendment of my brother say that the Montana Conference be transferred? 

Voices. No, no. 

THE PRESIDENT. That was already provided for before this. 

Pres, I. J. Goop. I think possibly an action that is unanimously agreed 
upon by the delegates from White River and Indiana conferences might re- 
lieve the situation. All the delegates are asking that an enabling act be 
passed by this Conference by which these two conferences may be united at 
any time during the quadrennium, and if in order, I would like to move 
to amend. 

THE PRESENT. That would hardly be in order. That would have to 
be independent. You can bring that up later. 

PRESIDENT Goop. Can’t an amendment be offered to this amendment? 

THE PRESIDENT. That would follow as a substitute. I could hardly rec- 
cgnize it as an amendment. : 

Calls for the question. 

THE PRESIDENT. Brother Shuil, state again what you mean. Now, as I 
understand, this amendment does not involve Indiana Conference or Mon- 
tana Conference, but Michigan Conference. 


Rev. S. E. Siutn. This is the force of the amendment, that no confer- 
ence is involved and no action as reported by the Boundary Committee ig 
changed, except that with reference to Michigan, as the amendment interferes 
with no other conference, 
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Pror. H. H. Bais. Just a word, please. I don’t know how the rest of 
you feel about this, but as for myself, 1 am about prepared to vote on this 
amendment. None of us wish to do anything here that will in any way in- 
terfere with the welfare of Michigan Conference, yet it does seem to me 
that the brother is only emphasizing sentimental reasons for not making this 
change. I will be very loath to vote against the amendment, if it will cripple 
our work in any way in Michigan Conference, and yet I believe that we 
should vote for the committee’s recommendation unless the brother has a 
better reason than the sentimental one he has given. 

Dr. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. Just this word. The 
only matter involved is as to where you place Michigan Conference, whether 
it be in one district or the other. It occurs to me that the policies pushed 
and of importance in those districts will be so nearly alike that the Mich- 
igan Conference cannot suffer any from a change like that. I think it is 
largely sentiment, and if the amendment is voted, the districts will not be 
properly balanced. I think the committee had in mind that the districts 
would be properly balanced, and to leave it where it was, it would make 
the Northwest District heavier than the other. 

Calls for the question. 

Frep P. Gers. It is not a question of whether Michigan Conference is 
going to be injured or not, but it is a question of whether you are going 
to benefit them by making the change. If the gentleman who proposed this 
change cannot show reasonable ground that the Church or the conference, 
or both, are to be benefitted, then there isn’t any reason for making the 
change. Michigan wants to do whatever is best for her, for the Church, and 
if the chairman of this committee, or whoever it was that suggested that 
Michigan be transferred, can show reasonable ground that the district is 
going to be benefitted from the transfer, we will submit, but we have not 
been heard upon the proposition before the committee. We are being trans- 
ferred without any consultation of the delegates here who represent that 
conference, and we are satisfied to remain where we are. We prefer to re- 
main where we are. 

The amendment prevailed. 

Pres. I. J. Goop. I either want to amend this item or amend the report 
by having a separate item. 

Tue Presipenr. Another—additional item would be better. 

PRESIDENT Goop. That Indiana and White River conferences may be 
empowered to unite when they so desire to do, at any time during the coming 
quadrennium. wie 

The motion was adopted by a decided majority. 

C. J. WimeEeLER. I move the report, as amended, be adopted. 

Doctor WuHitNnry. What effect will the action taken at this time have 
upon small conferences? Do the small conferences have to become mission 
conferences, or do they still remain annual conferences, or will they be a mis- 
sion district? What does the action of the Conference up to this time indi- 

? 
Po rae PRESIDENT. Let the Home Missionary Board decide those questions. 
That would represent the sense of the Conference. 


The report, as amended, was adopted. 

J. H. Lirrir, of Kansas Conference. I move that we meet in business 
session to-night at 7:30, and continue in session one hour before we take 
up the evening program. The-idea is to get some more reports out of the way. 

Tur Presipenr. A question has been sent to the chair, which I am not 
able to determine—whether Mr. Shuey’s motion covered the night session. 


By, lo. SHury.- Lhe night session must be business, unless we make it 


otherwise. ; we i 
Tap PRESIDENT. Wasn't it after to-day? 


Ph 
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E. L. SHuny. The motion, as I recall it, except the special order fax four 
o’clock to-day, would suspend all special orders. 

THE PRESENT. That is right. That fixes it. 

BisHop Matuews. I ate make this suggestion that the delegates 
composing each Bishop’s district should meet and select the persons to serve 
on the Stationing Committee after this Boundary Committee report has been 
approved. 

Announcements were then made of the various district meetings for the 
purpose of selecting members of the Stationing Committee. 

ProFEsSSoR Keppet. I move that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet 
at eight o’clock. 

THE Presipent. Remember that you are to elect three representatives 
from each district to compose the board to station the Bishops. 

Rey, O. O. Inman. I am asked to announce that a lecture, “Landmarks 
of the United Brethren Church,’ with .pictures will be given by Doctor 
Albright after supper in the basement. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, and the benediction was pronounced by 
Dr. C. I. B. Brane, associate editor of the Religious Telescope. 


EIGHTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


Friday, May 18, 1917. 

The eighth day evening session of the General Conference convened at 
8 o'clock, Bishop Kephart presiding. 

J. H. Little, of Kansas Conference led in prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now I understand there are a number of important 
reports to. be considered between this and the close of the session, and quite 
a great deal of business to be done. We want to do as much as we reasonably 
can this evening and I hope we will do it carefully and-yet deliberately and 
without commotion as far as possible. I hope, brethren, that you will regard 
your own rule that you have unanimously adopted that there shall be no 
demonstrations during the consideration of business matters and I certainly 
hope you will not think strange if I try to have you observe that rule. It 
is very important that it be observed, because as soon as we get to clapping 
of hands in business, then we become stirred up and we are liable to have 
commotion at any time. Let us simply and quietly attend to business and 
observe order. Robert’s Rules of Order says that when one person is speak- 
ing and another getting up and waiting to get a chance to speak when he 
gets through, that the chairman should not recognize those who are stand- 
ing; that he should only recognize persons who stand, or rise, after the 
speaker is through. You can understand the reason, for getting up while 
the person is speaking is an effort to steal an opportunity. Now, please let 
us be candid about these matters and observe these rules carefully and 
we will get through with business more rapidly. 

We have a memorial from the Kansas Annual Conference. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


MEMORIAL FROM KANSAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The Kansas Annual Conference respectfully requests that the following 
matters may be referred to the Judiciary Committee for consideration, and 
report upon certain phases of Chapter XX., of the Discipline, and it is under- 
stood that said report may be made if desired, through the Committee on 
Church Erection. 

I. Article IV. of said chapter provides for nine directors, four of whom 
shall be laymen. It further provides that the Bishops (an indefinite num- 
ber) shall also be directors by virtue of their office. Under the present 
plan, assuming that the Bishops were the ministerial directors, there must 
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be at least eleven of these directors, and, if it is the intention that the 
Bishops shall be directors, in addition to the nine above provided for, then 
the number of directors is sixteen under the present provision. 

The number of directors provided for by the charter of this corporation, 
which is an Ohio corporation, is nine. 

Under the provision of this charter, how many directors may be chosen 
by the General Conference? 

2. The article above referred to further provides that the directors of 
said society (including said Bishops) together with a secretary and treasurer 
(who are in addition to said directors), shall constitute a board of managers, 
by which the business of said society shall be transacted. 

The question for determination is, whether this body (the General Con- 
ference) has any authority to direct that the business of an Ohio corpora- 
tion may be transacted by any other or different body of men than that in 
which the charter or the state law of Ohio may vest such right. 

The further question also arises whether the directors aforesaid have 
any right to delegate to a larger body the management and control of the 
business of said corporation. 

In the matter of memorial from Kansas Conference, requesting a con- 
sideration, opinion and report upon certain provisions of Chapter XX., of 
the Discipline, we respectfully submit the following: 

1. That Article IV., standing alone, and in connection with Article II., 
is ambiguous and contradictory, and not in conformity with the laws of the 
State of Ohio, under which said corporation was organized. 

2. That said Conference has no authority to direct that said society 
transact its business by any other or different body than that authorized by 
the laws of the State of Ohio. 

3. That the directors, so-called, have no authority to delegate to a 
larger body the management and control of the business of said corporation. 

And your committee respectfully suggests: 

1. That the use of the word ‘director,’ wherever it appears in said 
Chapter XX:, is improper and should be changed to “trustee.” 

29. That the name appearing in Article I., of said chapter, be changed to 
conform to the name in charter. 

38. That the matter of making the necessary and suitable changes in 
said Chapter XX., be referred to the proper Conference committee, for action 
thereon. [Signed] J. T. Foster, President; A. E. Roosg, Secretary, Judiciary 
Committee. ; 

Tue Prestpent. You have heard this report. What is your pleasure? 

Dr. L. C. Weimer, of Miami Conference. I move it be adopted. 

The motion was adopted and the memorial approved. 

Ture PRESIDENT. The next. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


MEMORIAL FROM THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE. 

The Home Mission Committee asks a ruling on legal points involved in 
Article II., page 124, of the Discipline. The constitution provides for the 
election of six directors, and makes the Board of Bishops members ex-officio. 
If the charter of the society provides for only six directors, would the elec- 
tion by the General Conference of the Bishops as members ex-officio in 
addition to the six regularly elected, invalidate or make illegal the action of 

> 

i re Raat decided that it was illegal, we basing our decision on the 
preceding memorial. [Signed] J. T. Foster, President; A. E. Roosn, Secre- 


tary, Judiciary Committee. 
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Rev. W. L. Cuicpress, of Louisiana Conference. I move its adoption. 

Rey. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. What do they mean by that? 

THE PRESIDENT, It means what it says, that the election of Bishops on 
the Board of Home Missions is not in compliance with the charter of Home 
Mission, as chartered in Ohio. 

The ruling is that it is illegal. 

The report was adopted. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


Memorial from the Kansas Conference, for a condensed creed or a short 
statement of the fundamentals of what we, as a: Church, believe—just the 
essentials. [Signed] Cuas. EH. Hetser, O. T. Drrver, MAuriIcE NICHOLS. 


THE PRESIDENT. That has already been passed upon and doesn’t require 
action. We have also the report of the Committee on Social Service. Will 
you hear it? 

THE PRESIDENT, The secretary will please read. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: i 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICE. 

We, your Committee on Social Service, recommend the following: That 
Paragraph 6, Chapter XI., page 86, reading: “for the abatement and preven- 
tion of poverty” be changed to read: “for such consideration of the causes of 
poverty as will lead to their prevention and abatement.” 

That the first part of Paragraph 7 including the word, “from,” be stricken 
out, and the following put in its place: ‘for the absolute prohibition of the 
manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquor by State and Federal enactment 
because of.” 

That Paragraph 11 be changed to read: “for old age and unemployment 
insurance and for adequate federal action touching our unemployment prob- 
lem.” [Signed] J. C. H. Lieut, Chairman; G. K. Harrman, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have heard this paper. What is your pleasure? 

Pror. H. M. Ambrose, of Kansas Conference. I move its adoption. 

Rey. J. C. H. Licutr, Chairman. The Social Service Committee before 
knowing that the statement in the Discipline had been prepared and pre- 
sented by the Federal Council of Churches, made that provision. Mr. 
Macfarland saw the provision yesterday and requested that the provision be 
omitted, and that the statement appear as it now is. It has been presented 
to thirty churches and accepted by all of them, and he suggested that he 
wished it be not changed in any way, and I: told him I would present the 
matter to the Conference and I am doing so. I suggest that the report be 
referred to the committee and the committee recommend that the statement 
on social service remain as it now is. : 

THE PRESIDENT. Can’t we have a motion to lay it on the table, if that 
is your wish? 

Dr. L. W. Stanu. I move you that the report be laid on the table. 

Motion adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. The report is laid on the table. We have the report of 
the Committee on Evangelism. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the report of the Committee on Evangelism. 


Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM. 

We, your Committee on Evangelism, recommend the following: Book of 
Discipline, Chapter VII., Section II., page 68, paragraph entitled “Evangelistic 
Work-Organization’”—change Item 1, so as to read: 

“1. There shall be a general Evangelistic Commission, consisting of 
Secretary of the Home Mission Board, three ministers and three laymen, 


, 
ws 
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to be elected by the General Conference, and the Board of Bishops to be mem- 
bers ex-officio. 

“The work of this commission shall be: First, to arrange for the employ- 
ment and support of evangelists to work in the Church-at-large, and to provide 
and e's out such literature as will arouse a greater interest in this depart- 
ment. ; 

“Second, _ to co-operate with the Interdenominational Commission on 
Evangelism, in recommending evangelists to represent our Church in union 
evangelism.” 


’ Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. I move the report be con- 
sidered item by itein. Motion adopted. 

Doctor GRuvER. Several persons in consultation with myself have gone 
over it carefully and we ask that the first item be changed in the following 
respect. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you so move? 

Doctor Gruver. I so move. That in Item 1 “three evangelists” be added 
after three ministers, which will make it read: “There shall be a general 
Evangelistic Commission, consisting of the Secretary of the Home Mission 
Board, three ministers, three evangelists, and three laymen,” the remainder 
of the paragraph to remain as it is. In Item 2—strike out the second 
item and substitute: “This commission shall give steady and careful atten- 
tion to the character and fitness of the men in this denomination who desire 
to do the work of an evangelist, and shall furnish such list of evangelists to 
the Commission on Evangelism of the Federated Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America.” 

Docror Gruver. This will harmonize our action with the Federated 
Council as I understand it. There is, as I understand it, no such commission 
of the Interdenominational Commission on Evangelism, but there is a Com- 
mission on Evangelism of the Federated Council of the Churches. This will 
harmonize it and the evangelists of our Church will work in harmony with 
all of the Federated Evangelistic Commission. That is the purpose of it. 

Rey. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. I was a member of this 
committee. We considered ministers and laymen. Ministers and evangelists 
then, he wants it, I believe. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Yes, Sir. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. Ministers and evangelists. An evangelist would be 
a minister, or could be, or ought to be, so I think the idea of the committee 
was to have three laymen. It would make three ministers evangelists. 

Docror Gruver. It only asks that three evangelists be added to what 
you now have—ministers, evangelists, and laymen. ; ; 

Tye Prestipent. The question is asked whether evangelists are not min- 

rs. 
ae Fibre Gruver. Yes, doing simply evangelistic work is what is under- 
stood. There is another little item that is attached to this. I am sure there 
has been discussion among the ministers and discussion. among the evan- 
gelists as to the desirability and advisability of having a superintendent of 
evangelism in our Church and it is recommended here in connection with this 
second item—the commission may secure a superintendent of evangelism 
in our Church without salary. . ; 

Tur Presipent. That is a part of the substitute? 

Doctor Gruver. Yes, sir. ats 

Ruy. J. H. Durron, of Miami Conference. I anticipate a little difficulty 
in undertaking to operate the evangelistic commission in that way; having 
been a member of an evangelistic commission in the’ past quadrennium, we 
found the possibility of a seeming to discriminate between evangelists, and 
to have evangelists of this commission, would probably intensify that situa- 
tion and make it even more difficult. There are evangelists and evangelists, 
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all wanting equal recognition from the Commission on Evangelism and I - 
anticipate some difficulty if evangelists are put on this working board, so 
I am against the amendment. F 

The substitute of Doctor Gruver was not adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hear the next item. ; 

Dr. J. A. Groves, of St. Joseph Conference. I would like to ask are we 
trying to put ourselves now on record that we will not co-operate with the 
Evangelistic Commission of the Federated Churches of America. This mo- 
tion that is just now passed, carries what I don’t think you wanted, brethren. 
I think what you wanted was to eliminate having three evangelists on that 
commission. I think that is all you wanted to eliminate, isn’t that true? 

THE PRESIDENT. You have voted the substitute down. If you wish to 
do anything else, you must have a motion. 

Doctor Groves. It has been stated that we are not recognized on the 
Commission of Evangelism of the Federated Churches, and to leave this 
resolution of Doctor Gruver’s relative to that fact, simply puts us as we have 
been for four years. 

THE PRESIDENT, We should have had this discussion while considering 
the question. We voted the question down. 

THE PRESIDENT. I should like to make this statement. The chair should 
not recognize a member who rises while a member stands, provided anybody 
else rises when the speaker has quit speaking. 

Dr. J. S. Kenpart. I move to amend this statement, “Second” in this 
way: “to co-operate with the Commission on Evangelism of the Federated 
Churches of Christ in America.” 

Doctor Gruver. I would like to ask, what is the difference between 
that from what I hold in my hand? 

THE PRESENT. With this addition—you added three evangelists. 

Docror Gruver. That is another matter, It comes in another paragraph, 
Bishop. 

THE PRESIDENT. It must come in another paragraph for consideration. 
The question is upon the motion by Doctor Kendall. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I should like to make a statement that our brother 
there is mistaken when he says we have not been recognized. I have been a 
member during the past quadrennium appointed by that body, giving us 
recognition in this Church, 

BisHop MaTHEWws. Will you kindly state the point at issue? 

THE PRESIDENT. It is on the report of the Commission on Evangelism, 
and the expression “interdenominational,” and the expression, “in recom- 
mending evangelists to represent our Church in Union Evangelism,” are 
stricken out and changed to read “Second, to co-operate with the Commission 
on Evangelism of the Federated Churches of Christ in America.” 

BisHop MaruEws. We are all agreed to it, and put it up for adoption 
now, and this is apropos. 

Docror GruverR. That is what they voted down. 

BisHop MatHEews. That is what was agreed upon. 

The Kendall amendment was adopted. 

THe PRESIDENT. Please read further, ; 

Secretary Hammack reads: “Change Item 2°to read: 


“2. Hach annual conference ghall have an evangelistic committee, con- 
sisting of the conference superintendent, or superintendents, and the super- 
intendents’ council, which shall have the oversight of evangelistic work of 
the annual conference.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Any change upon this? 

Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. For the second, we desire to 
move to substitute: “That each annual conference shall have an evangelistic 
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committee in connection with the superintendents’ council.” That would 
make the superintendent and his council the whole of it, is the explanation. 
THE PRESIDENT. Is there a second to this motion? I hear no second. 
The next. 
Secretary Hammack reads: “Item 3 to remain unchanged. Item 4 be 
changed to read: 4 


“4. No person shall be recognized as an evangelist who has not been 
approved by the annual conference to which he belongs. Two classes of 
evangelists are to be recognized, as follows: First, evangelists-at-large, who 
may work independently or under direction of the General Commission. 
We recommend that any one desiring the relation of evangelist-at-large must 
be approved by the annual conference to which he belongs, or superintend- 
ents’ council, and recommended to the Evangelistic Commission for creden- 
tials; and, second, conference evangelists who are employed by the annual 
conference at a stated salary, which shall be provided for by the annual 
conference.” 


Rey. J. H. Durron. That provides that we eliminate any persons acting 
as evangelists who are laymen. Our Church has a very efficient layman 
who is an evangelist. The first sentence would eliminate them. 


THE PRESIDENT. Have you any change to suggest—you have heard the 
item? 4 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. Would it be entirely neces- 
sary for a person desiring to be an evangelist to be a minister; even though 
he be a layman, might he not be approved by the annual conference? It 
says any person. I think the item carries with it its.own explanation. 

Rev. J. H. Durron. It says to which he belongs. Can a layman be a ~ 
member of an annual conference? 

Docror KENDALL. I move we amend that by taking out the words “To 
which he belongs.” 

Rev. J. W. Lake. I was a member of that committee. That amendment 
would destroy the purpose for which that has been put in there. We desire 
the recommendation to come from the conference where the man properly 
belongs—not to be recommended by any conference. If you would, correct 
that and say, “conference of which he resides.” 

Docror KENDALL. I will accept that. 

Tur Present. Then how will it read? 

CHARLES SETTLE, of Indiana Conference. I have a membership in the 
Indiana Conference but reside in Kansas Conference. 

Dr. R. J. Wuits, of Erie Conference. I don’t know whether it is in order, 
put I would like to move an amendment. 

Tur PRESIDENT. We have one more amendment before us. 

Rev. J. C. H. Licut.. I want to speak from a little experience that I 
have had during the year. If this had been applied individually during the 
year it would have caused us a great deal of trouble, or rather made it very 
easy for one of our evangelists to get out from under the jurisdiction of our 
conference into another, and in that way have a liberty that he could not 
get on account of the relation to our conference. I believe that it might 
be better to say that no person shall be recognized as an evangelist who has 
not been approved by the annual conference of which he is a member, or to 
which he belongs, and then make a provision for a layman instead of leaving 
it in this statement. a ; 

E. L. Suuny. May I ask this question ? Does not a layman belong to the 
jurisdiction of the conference within which he resides? _ 

Tire Prestppnr, But he does not belong to the conference. 
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EH. L. Suury. But isn’t that the meaning of this expression? Why 
quibble over a little thing? How do we laymen get here if we don’t belong 
to our conferences? 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I am perfectly willing to vote for that with that under- 
standing, but I should be very sorry to pass upon this and find the man 
eliminated who belongs to the Cowden Memorial Church. I refer to Brother 
Allison, a lay evangelist who has brought hundreds to Jesus Christ. 

EK. L. SHury. I am sincere in the point I make. 

THE Presipenr. The chair would hold that the term “belongs” here, 
would mean technically a member of the conference. 

Dr. J. M. Puitiiprr. I think I have a solution with a change to read as 
follows: “No person shall be recognized as an evangelist who has not been 
approved by his annual conference.” 

THE PRESIDENT. That is just right. Do you accept that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PresipeEN’T. Do you accept it as your motion? 

Dr. J. S. Kenpary. If it means that, I do, and if it don’t, I don't. 

Docror Puiniierr, It means that. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do we understand you to accept that? 

Docror KENDALL. Yes, sir. 

D. H. CounsELLER. I do hope if a layman goes out and saves a thousand 
souls, nobody will object to it. 

THE PRESIDENT. You should say instead of his annual conference, his 
or her annual conference. 

W. B. Newson, of Erie Conference. I would move to insert the word “her,” 
: THE PRESIDENT. I suggested it and it was accepted. All in favor of 

accepting the amendment will signify by uplifted hand; opposed,.by like 
sign. It is adopted. 

Dr. J. M. Puivurprr. I would suggest, this is a United Brethren Church 
and he is proper. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. 

Rev. C. A. HenprRsHor. Will this exclude a conference from employing 
a man within its own bounds that is not an evangelist? This year one of 
my best friends resigned his work during the year. He was sent out as 
pastor but resigned his work, and was without a work. He is one of my 
best evangelists. Now, would this prohibit me as superintendent. of my 
conference from employing that man as an evangelist? 

THe PrRestipENT. The chair would not so hold. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. [I move the word “are” be changed to “may”’ 
“may” be employed instead of “are.” 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON, of White River Conference. I am surely opposed to 
the amendment, because that tends to defeat the very thing that was in 
mind in having it stated as it is, because the custom has been and still is 
in some conferences for one or two or three, in some cases more than that, 
persons to ke designated as conference evangelists that were no credit and 
who not many pastors would be willing to keep, and we would like to get 
to the place where conference will cease denominating men conference evan- 
gelists when they are unwilling to employ them as evangelists. For What 
other reason do you want a conference evangelist if you don’t wish to em- 
ploy him as conference evangelist? I am opposed to the amendment. 

The amendment was lost. 

A. H. LaueHpaum. May a layman ask a question? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

A. H. LaucHsaum. Will there not be a correlation committee that will 
take care of these grammatical words? : 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, 


who 
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A. H. Laucupaum. Then why do all this discussing about these little 
matters? 

THE PRESIDENT. The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: “Item 5 to be stricken out, and the following 
to become Item 5: 


“5. We recommend that before any evangelist, other than those of our 
Church, shall be invited to conduct meetings in any of our local churches, 
he must be endorsed by the Bishop of the district, and the superintendent 
of the conference.” 


THE PRESIDENT. Any corrections? The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: “Item 6 to be stricken out. That this entire 
paragraph on ‘Evangelistic Work’ be made Section III. of Chapter VII., and 
that Section III. be Section IV., ete.” 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. I am not sure, brethren, that this fifth item is what 
we want, as pastors. I can easily understand how it would be possible for 
my people, as a congregation, to employ a man whom a number of persons 
might not be favorable to, and whom both the Bishop and conference super- 
intendent didn’t first put their approval on. I am not sure that is what 
we want. 

THE PRESIDENT. Very well. If you desire to change it, you must have 
an amendment. 

JupecE McFaun. I move that Item 5 be eliminated. 

Dr. J. E. Suannon. I am certainly opposed to the motion to eliminate. 
No man can become a pastor in any conference unless he is endorsed by the 
stationing committee or by the conference superintendent, and I don’t suffer 
much for the rule, but I know where there are churches—I would rather. not 
say this—I know churches that have been ruined by some of our pastors 
and official members picking up: tramp evangelists, self-called, self-commis- 
sioned, and self-directed, and insubordinate to the denominational regime 
against the Discipline, who inject into the community their leadership and 
all that sort of thing, and the man may be a member of some other church, 
and in many cases they don’t belong to other churches, but belong to a little 
band of Christians too good to work in company with the common grade of 
Christians. If he is a member of some other church, it will not take him 
long to report that he is an accredited man belonging to that church or some 
other church. 

Tur PRESIDENT. I think you are agreed upon that. 

Rry. F. M. TestrermMan, of Kansas Conference. I think if you would 
change that word “and” to “or,” that might take considerable time to get 

th. 
‘a THE PRESIDENT. Are you willing that the word “or” should be substituted 
for the word ‘and’? 

Voices. No, no. 

Tr Presipenr. It is not agreed to. 

SrecreTARy Lyrer. I would like to say one thing, and this is the first 
time I have risen to say anything. I suspect that many of us in our churches 
will know—many of us pastors will know as much about evangelism as our 
conference evangelist will know, or as the Bishops may know. And what- 
ever you may say about it, brethren, the larger congregations will arrogate 
to themselves a great deal of liberty at this point. Now, it looks to me that 
this is the effort of denominational evangelists to care for themselves within 
the denomination. I don’t want to impugn motives, I don’t want you to mis- 
construe my statements. You must not forget that in the larger congrega- 
tions of this denomination there is an assumed liberty, whether they have 
it or not, that is pretty hard to curb, and whether you put it into your law 
or don’t, that will be difficult. 
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(THE PRESIDENT. Brethren, we must take up the report of the Committee 
on Education. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I do know that the 
superintendent and official heads of the Church in our conference of West 
Virginia have had evangelists that were not acceptable and imposed upon 
the pastor. I think you ought to eliminate this. ; 

Rey. C. A. HENDERSHOT. I am the superintendent of the Oklahoma Con- 
ference, and I don’t believe that we are ready to make our Bishop or super- 
intendent an absolute authority in our Church. There was a great deal said 
here the other night about our democracy. This absolutely leaves it up to 
these two, and if either one objects, then he stops the whole proceedings. 
Now, unless you in your larger churches will do just what Doctor Lyter said 
—I know what you will do—large churches will pay no attention to their 
superintendent or Bishop, but will do as they please—this is going to be 
an absolute check or block in the way of the small churches and some con- 
ferences out West. We have to do the best we can. Many a time that [ 
choose a man that isn’t an evangelist, that does good work. I stand abso- 
lutely to use no man whose record I know isn’t good, or who isn’t right 
morally, and I believe every conference superintendent should stand on that 
same line, and I will tell you, friends, I don’t believe that we want to sur- 
‘ render all of our democracy of the Church and place this absolutely in the 
hands of one man, who can dictate the terms to everybody in the Church. 
I am against it. 


BisHor MarHrews. I .am sure we want orderliness in our denomination, 
and may I say that so far as my own experience and judgment are concerned, 
there is nothing more righteous and wise than this item, that the Bishop and 
superintendent who do the work in the conference, with ali the pastors, 
should put their endorsement on the evangelists, and if they will not do it, 
then they should not be employed. 

Rev. J. A. Brickenstarr, of Michigan Conference. I have not been heard 
on the floor yet. I have been good and quiet. This is an item that I injected 
into this committee report. I have been imposed upon by evangelists going 
through the country. I have had them come in my pulpit, I didn’t know 
where they came from. One of them, the first thing he wanted me to get, 
was some rock and rye. I want my people protected and we wish to be able 
to say to them, if you are not endorsed by the Bishop or the superintendent 
and his council, that they would better do something else. - 

L. A. Riper, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move the previous question. 
Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The motion striking out the item was not adopted. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted. 

Rey. A. A. CHAPMAN. We would further recommend that every pastor 
be required to study and practice evangelism, that he may be able to do his 
own evangelistic work. I so move. 

THE PreswpENT. J hear no second. We will now hear the report of the 
Committee on Education. Might we take one of the ballots before we hear 
this report. Do you wish to vote on Church Treasurer? 

Tur PresipeNt. A vote for Church Treasurer is called for. 

JAY M. Cogan, of East Ohio Conference. 1 understand we are waiting on 
a report. We do not wish to vote until that comes. 

THE PreEsIpENT, Is there a report coming? 

JAy M. CocGan. Yes, 

THE PRestipenr. Then this will be deferred. Have we the nominations 
for trustees of Bonebrake Theological Seminary? 

SECRETARY HAMMACK, Yes, sir. $ 
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THE PRESIDENT. We will now ballot for trustees of Bonebrake Seminary. 
Give me a list of tellers for this vote. 

Professor Kepper. A question tor information. We don’t understand 
why a vote should not be taken for Church Treasurer. 

THE PRESIDENT. There is a report to come in in advance of that. 

BisuHor Brett. What report?: 

THE PRESIDENT. I do not know. The board of tellers for this ballot will 
consist of the following: Mrs. W. O. Zeigler, J. F. Musselman, W. W. Moody, 
N. P. France, A. R. Ayers, L. D. Neher. 

We will now hear the report of the Committee on Education. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I move the report be adopted, item by item, as read. 
Motion adopted. 

Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 

“We, your Committee on Education, recommend the following changes 
in the Church Discipline: 

“1. Page 164, Chapter XXII., Section I., Part 1, Subdivision 1, shall 
read as follows: 

“*The Board of Education of the United Brethren in Christ shall be com- 
posed of the following individuals: The Bishops, ez- officio, the presidents 
of our colleges, the president of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, and six 
laymen, to be elected for eight years. Provided, that at the Conference of 
1917, three shall be elected for four years and three for cee years. Seven 
members of the board shall constitute a quorum.’ ” 


\ 


Dr. J. S. Futron.. I move it he amended by_adding the words “Church 
of the’ in front of the word “United” in the first. line, so it will read, “The 
Board of Education of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ shall be 
composed,”’ etc. 

THE PRESIDENT. By common consent will that be accepted? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

SECRETARY Hammack. I want to call attention to the omission of one 
school in Virginia. It is not a college. It is a part of the educational 
work of this Church, and with this item as it is, we absolutely eliminate it 
from the whole proposition and it has no recognition. 

Pres. I. J. Goop. It is reported as a junior college and has recognition. 

THE PRESIDENT. I hear no amendment. 

Rey. M. Nicwoxs, of Kansas Conference. Does this mean that the trus- 
tees at this time shall be elected for eight years? 

THE PRESIDENT. They are elected members of this board for eight years. 
The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“2. Page 166, Section I., Part 8, Subdivision B, under Beneficiary Aid, 
shall be transferred to Part 9, Subdivision B, and read as follows: 

“*To accomplish the work of the Board of Education, an annual offering 
may be taken, or if the board thinks best, the amount to be raised by the 
various conferences may be apportioned according to the judgment of the 
board, and in accord with the decision of the Board of Administration. The 
funds thus raised shall be sent to the General Church Treasurer.” 


Dr. J. S. Furron. Does that mean we are to take an offering in our 
churches annually besides the budget? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS, Sir. 

Doctor Futton. I move the item be eliminated. 

BE. L. Suury. This was not so intended by the committee. It is merely 
a restatement of the whole paragraph of the Discipline, and not intended to 
be a new thing to be done. 
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Tue PResipenr, You mean it is a statement of what is now at present 
customary? 

Docror FuLtron. I raise this question. If it is not a special offering, 
then the last line, at least, should be eliminated. The funds should go 
through the hands of the conference treasurers and not be sent direct to the 
General Church Treasurer. 

THE PRESIDENT. Do you withdraw your former motion? 

Docror Fuuron. Well, I don’t know. 

THE PRESIDENT. It does not seem to be withdrawn. 

EK. L. Suury. May I call attention that this is not the proposition. It 
is proposed to transfer it from one page to the other. : 

THE PRESIDENT. I hear no further remarks. You have heard the motion. 
The motion is for the elimination of this item, when the recommendation is 
simply to change that, transfer it from one page to another. 

Docror Spayp. There is no such page. 

BisHorp WaAsHINGER. It is simply a transfer, not including anything 
new at all, only to make it clear, not only in that relation, but in another re- 
lation. The committee went over it very carefully, and I think you will 
be wise in leaving it as it is. 

Dr. M. R. BatiingEr. I would like to substitute the words “conference 
treasurer,’ instead of the words, “General Church Treasurer.” I believe that 
ali funds should go through the hands of the conference church treasurer. 

THE PRESIDENT. We have a motion to eliminate the item. To eliminate 
the item would be eliminating not the statement, but simply the recom- 
mendation of transfer from page to page, and that is all you would elim- 
inate, because that is all the recommendation there is. It would leave the 
Discipline as it is. We are voting on the transfer and not on the item itself. 
All in favor of the elimination of this transfer will signify it by uplifted 
hand. Those opposed, by like sign.. It is not eliminated. Is there anything 
farther on the item? 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. I move to amend by changing “General Church 
Treasurer” to “conference church treasurer.” 

THE PRESIDENT. That is an amendment to the item in the Discipline, 
and is all right. : 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. Does not a change in the Discipline have to be printed? 

THE PRESIDENT. It is printed. It is here in print now. 

The motion to amend was adopted and the item in the Discipline so 
amended. : 

Doctor Futron. May I ask for a little information, if you please? In 
this item, “the amount to be raised by the various conferences may be appor- 
tioned according to the judgment of the board and in accord with the de- 
cision of the Board of Administration.” What does that mean? 

THE PresiDENT. I think it means the same as is in the Discipline, as it 
now stands. 


Doctor Furron. I wish you would give an interpretation. It is not 
clear to me. 

THe PRESIDENT. That is not as it is in the Discipline because the ex- 
pression, “Board of Administration,” does not appear in the Discipline at the 
present time. 

EK. L. SHurny. They anticipated that. 

Tue Presipent. I understand. It means’to be distributed by the Board 
of Administration. 


Doctor Futon. Does that mean in the annual conference as a part of 
the budget? 


THE PRESIDENT, This was a special. Is there any further discussion of 
this item’? The next item, Mr. Secretary. : 
Secretary Hammack reads: 
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“3. Page 49, Section III., Part 3, Subdivision 1, shall read as follows: 

“The educational attainments equivalent to the completion of a standard 
academy or a standard high school of four-year course are required for 
admission to the annual conference.” 


Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. I move to amend this item by adding, “except in 
extraordinary cases.’ 

Voices. No, no. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. My purpose in asking that addition there is be- 
cause you shut out entirely any. possible way whereby there might be con- 
ditions where that standard could not be reached. I presume, if you were 
to put that test on this General Conference to-day, you would find that some 
of your most successful, aggressive men couldn’t get into the annual confer- 
ence. I believe the standard is right and ought to be held up, but there ought 
to be room there and a place there for those that cannot reach that, or may 
not be able to reach it. God sometimes cails men to the ministry out of 
places that are obscure, and they haye not had a chance and I don’t believe 
we ought to shut them out. 

Brsnop WASHINGER. It should be rearranged and should read, “or a 
standard high-school course of four years are required for admission to the 
annual conference.” I call attention to the fact that the word ‘‘course’’ is 
in the wrong place. The committee went over this very carefully, and the 
members were united with reference to the elimination of the expression re- 
ferred to by the brother across the way. We find so many individuals take 
advantage of the expression, and with the standards ever increasing, not 
only in cur own regime, but every other regime, I think we will be very 
unwise to continue any exception that has gotten us into so much trouble 
in the past. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. I was a member of this comimittee, and Doctor Wash- 
inger wasn’t present when the vote was taken. I want to say I am heartily 
in favor of the amendment that leaves the Discipline just exactly as it is now, 
and certainly there are cases when the annual conference should have the 
privilege of receiving into its membership some men who do not measure 
up to this standard. There are extraordinary cases, and if you do not give 
them that permission, undoubtedly they will take it, and to set up a standard 
of this kind will lead to its violation. The fact of the case is, you can’t have 
conferences unless you have men to carry out their work; very frequently 
very intelligent men, men whom God calis and whom God honors. We be- 
lieve in education, but it is not true that every educated man is a success 
in the ministry. I believe, brethren, that we ought to, in view of the con- 
ditions and circumstances—there may .be strong conferences that can pos- 
sibly carry out a rule like this that is suggested, but there are other con- 
ferences that cannot, and we ought to have that privilege. Of course, this 
would shut out such men as Moody, and men whom God has graciously 
honored in their ministry. 

Rey. F. G. Rapasauew. On behalf of my conference, I want to make a 
plea along with Brother White for his, the Erie Conference. I believe in a 
high standard of education for the ministry, but I don’t believe in raising 
the standard so high and making it so iron-clad that conferences like West 
Virginia, whose preachers are welcomed everywhere, will be deprived of 
growing preachers. First, this standard proposed here is made iron-clad, and 
under it West Virginia will not have, in the four, or five, or may be, ten 
years, another preacher in her annual conference. Now, brethren, I hope that 
you of the large conferences, you who are glad to get our preachers, I hope 
you will not put the standard up where it will make it prohibitive for us. 


Give us a chance. 
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C. J. WHEELER, of White River Conference. This “extraordinary” in 
there causes trouble to the annual conference. In this day and age of the 
world, there is no reason why a young man shouldn’t have a high-school 
education, and I say for the laymen that we are tired of illiterate men 
going into the pulpits of the United Brethren Church when other churches 
around bar them. These men that are in the ministry, we don’t refer to 
them, but these that are coming in and the young men growing up now, we 
all know can get a high-school education, and the younger people that sit 
in the pews to-day, the majority of them are graduates of high schools, and 
once in a while a man who has no high-school education makes a splendid 
preacher, but there are hundreds and thousands of them that have education 
that would make a splendid success, too. J think the United Brethren 
Church ought to raise its standard of education for the ministry, and 
it is not putting it a bit too high when it says a high-school course, because 
it is within reach of all of them, and I, as a layman, representing a confer- 
ence, I know what the people want, and I am for this standard. 


L. A. Riper, of Lower Wabash Conrerence. I am another one of those 
who have to sit in front of the preacher every Sunday, and I am glad to, 
and we simply demand a higher type of education, a higher grade of edu- 
cation for our preachers. Some have referred to the fact that men on this 
Conference floor could not qualify on that now. Now, we will admit that in 
the days gone by, this standard was not high, and didn’t need to be so high, 
but as suggested by my brother, there is a high school in every town, there 
is a high school in every community, and the young man who hasn’t got 
the ambition to finish a high-school course ought not be given permission to 
join an annual conference. If there is anything embarrassing to good, loyal 
United Brethren, it is to go to some neighboring place or have some friend 
come in, a friend of some intelligence, some learning, and invite him to go 
to church with you, and have some fellow get up there that can’t even read 
the Bible, can’t pronounce, can’t use ordinary grammar in delivering his 
sermon. I have heard that thing done, and so have every one of you. A 
young man that can’t finish a high-school course, or its equivalent, before 
he joins an annual conference, would better go to school. 

H. G. Hanset. What is the use of fooling this way? 

Rey. W. L. Curnpress. I am going to tell a story, and it is right on this 
subject. There was a boy in school in the country, and a school director 
went to visit the school, and he had on a long-tailed coat and a collar that 
looked like the whitewashed wall around a lunatic asylum, and he had a 
bunch of hair around here, and right up here it was like if it was shaven; 
there was no part in it, and this boy was in the back part of the school. 
This school director came there very austere, he sat up there like Ajax, as 
defiant as Catiline, and this boy has his legs stuck out like the hasp on an 
old pocket-book, and he was watching the director as he shoved his hand up 
like this, very dignified [scratching his head] and by and by the boy 
couldn’t stand it any longer, and he said, “Run them up in the clearing, 
mister, and you can catch them better,” and that is what I wish to say; if 
you will run these speeches up in the clearing, we can catch them better. 

Dr. J. G. Huser. Just one thing. I believe that a resolution like this 
as has been proposed by this committee, will help the conferences that have 
been making this plea in holding their young men to study and to more 
diligent preparation, and they may use it as a powerful lever to better 
prepare them. 

; Dr. A. R. Criprincer, of Miami Conference. Professor Baish asked this 
afternoon that some reasons be given for this change. A gentleman appeared 
before the Educational Committee, of which I am a member, and asked that 
we make this change, eliminating this expression, “in extraordinary cases,” 
and he reported instances where that particular phrase has been overworked, 
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If all of the people who have authority would use it extraordinarily, I sup- 
pose it would be all right for the future, and he asks that it be eliminated, 
and that is the reason it is in here. 

Dr. W. HE. Snyper. I move to eliminate it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Prof. H. H. Baish, as chairman of the committee, has a 
right to be heard. 

Pror. H. H. Baisu. In my city there are forty occupations, or profes- 
sions, which young men cannot enter without a high-school education. There 
are other cities that have even a higher standard than my own. Now, there 
is this peculiarity, however, by the raising of the standard in the other pro- 
fessions—my experience has been that in the medical profession and in the 
law and in teaching, and in almost all the other professions, it is the workers 
who are already in the professions who are standing for the raising of the 


| -standard. They nearly always get the standards up by reason of their own 


efforts. Now, it does seem to me that we all want to see the profession of - 
the ministry of the gospel on a plane equal to that of any other profession, 
and our ministers themselves should be among the very first ones to urge 
the raising of the standard. I believe, brethren, we will be making a mistake 
at this time if we do anything that will lower the standard of the profes- 
sion of the ministry, and I trust this resolution will stand as it is. 


Dr. R. A. Hrrr. I move the previous question. Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The.amendment to add the words, “in extraordinary cases,” was lost. 
THE PRESIDENT. The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“4. Part 4 on the same page shall read as follows: ‘No one shall be ad- 
mitted to the annual conference without having a recommendation from the 
quarterly conference, and then shall be received on probation only. Neither 
shall any one be admitted who has not met the educational requirements.’ 
[Signed] H. H. Barsu, President; A. R. Cripprnerr, Secretary.” 


Tur PRESIDENT. Are there any corrections or any amendments? 

Dr. J. T. Foster. I would like to change that word “probation.” I don’t 
like the expression. I don’t want to get used to it. 

Tue PrEesmeNT. Probation means trial. I think the Discipline at an- 
other place gives the probation as four years. 

SECRETARY Hammack. Does he have the rites; does he administer the 
sacraments of the Church? 

THe PRESIDENT. The administration of the sacraments is fixed in an- 
other place. The word “probation” is in the Discipline already. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I move this part be 
eliminated. ; 

Tae Presipent. Do you mean the entire item? 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. Yes, sir. “No one shall be admitted to the con- 
ference’—that part is all right. The part as to the probation is what I want 
eliminated. : : . 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. This item, as it occurs here, harmonizes it with the 
preceding item that we have just adopted. The Discipline says, “who has 
not met educational requirements, except in extraordinary cases, which shall 
be decided by a two-thirds vote of the annual conference.” That is elim- 
inated from Section IV. by this item, which is now before us, which harmon- 
izes it with the preceding item. 

BisHorp WaASHINGER. Page 49, just as we have it here in the report, 
“No one can be admitted to the annual conference without having a recom- 
mendation from the quarterly conference, and. then shall be received on pro- 
bation only.” If it is a Methodist term, the United Brethren must have bor- 
rowed it from the Methodists quite a number of years ago, 
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THE PRESIDENT. We have a right to use it as well as anybody else. 

BisHoPp WASHINGER. I think so. 

Rey. M. H. Frye, of Minnesota Conference. I wish to ask a question here, 
if this word “probation” doesn’t mean to require the taking of an annual con- 
ference course of reading which takes four years according to the Discipline? 

THE PRESIDENT, The chair so understands, yes, sir. 

JupceE McFavuu. I don’t believe in incorporating into our Discipline a 
repetition of words. I don’t believe that “no one shall be admitted who has 
not met the educational requirements” is necessary in there, because we have 
in the previous item educational attainments, etc., which are required for 
admission to the annual conference. Now, we only repeat down there what 
we have already said. I just make this suggestion. 

Rev. F. G. Rapasauer. I would like to ask how much credit, if any, 
shall be given to the preacher for the course of study he will pursue in a 
quarterly conference relation. 

THE PresipeNT. That is given credit for in his quarterly conference 
work and not in his annual conference work, rag? 

Rev. F. G. RapasaucH. Then according to the action here, he must 
have taken a high school course for four years before he can get into the 
annual conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir, and the quarterly conference course also. 

Rey. J. W. Serrye. After a man has been admitted into the annual 
conference, @oes it then require a course of study? Is it not in the mind of 
the committee that the last clause relates to the course of study that he shall 
be required to pass upon after he shall have been admitted into the annual 
conference and before ordination? 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson. I am of the opinion that this item belongs to 
another section, because the Committee on Ministry have already acted upon 
that, and the report is printed. I cannot understand why the Educational 
Committee have a right to come into the ministerial part and change a part 
of the Discipline. We have already provided for that. I don’t see why it 
should be discussed here. It don’t belong to this report. 

J. HeNry LeEupoxp, of Ohio German Conference. I move the last line of 
this item be eliminated. 

THE PreEsipeNT. I think that I would like to just make this statement, 
brethren. I know that this has been gone over pretty carefully; and in 
another place they make the statement that the quarterly conference may 
recommend a man to the annual conference, provided he has taken the 
required course of study. Here the statement is that the annual conference 
may receive the man, but says nothing about educational requirements, The 
idea or reason for this coming from the educational committee is to make 
this tally with the Discipline elsewhere, so the annual conference may not 
receive a man without the educational requirements. That is all. 

J. H. Leuproip. I don’t mean on probation only. I mean the latter part. 

Rey. H. W. Wippors. I move the previous question. 

Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

SECRETARY Hammack. Now, Mr, Chairman, I hold in my hand a paper 
which is asked to be read in connection with this report. 


We further recommend to the Board of Education: 


: ile The united Four-Year Program as adopted by this Conference, and 
instruct it with its secretary to give it their undivided assistance, 

2. That special effort be given to increase our Beneficiary Aid funds, 
both through church contributions and through individual gifts, in order that 
greater amounts may be available from year to year for worthy students. 


To this the secretary shall give special attention and devote part of his time. 
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3. That we approve the action of the board in assisting work among 
United Brethren students in our State universities and suggest that increased 
attention be given to this subject. 

4. That our educational institutions collectively, including Bonebrake 
Theological Seminary, under the direction of the Board of Education, plan 
to raise $2,000,000 during the quadrennium for endowment and increased 
facilities, it being understood that each institution retain the funds secured 
by its own organization, unless otherwise designated by the donor. 

The general goal of $2,000,000, shall be divided as follows; among the 
educational institutions as individual goals, these having been determined 
largely by the institutions themselves. 


Otterbein University ....... $400,000 Kansas City University...... 250,000 
Leander Clark College....... 250,000 Shenandoah Institute ....... 75,000 
Lebanon Valley College..... 250,000 Bonebrake Theological Sem.. 250,000 
Mork COMeBe: oils asthe cd cia b 0-3 200,000 Indiana Central University.. 250,000 
Philomath College .......... 75,000 


5. That the secretary of education keep in close touch with the Secretary 
of Christian Endeavor and the Sunday-school Secretary, with a view of 
enlisting all our young people in Christian education. [Signed] H. H. Batsu, 
Chairman; A. R. Criprincer, Secretary. 


Dr. A. R. Cripprncrer. I move its adoption. 

Dr. A, R. Cripprncer. I think there has been an effort made to change 
the terminology. I would like the first item to be read again. 

Secretary Hammack reads same. 

Doctor CLippIncer. I thought perhaps in view of the legislation taken 
in regard to the. Board of Administration that that might change this. I 
think this statement ought to be made, that in view of Doctor Washinger’s 
absence, Doctor Washinger is chairman of the Educational Committee; and 
Mr. Baish signed this as chairman pro tem—that is the reason his name 
is to the paper. : 

Pres, W. G. Cripprincer. There is one place I think by common consent 
we can agree to substitute or add, where it is to be under the direction of 
the Board of Education, and since already this has been incorporated as 
part of the united program for four years, I should like to see in some 
fitting form, “in co-operation with the Board of Administration”; something 
that will fit in there so this is not isolated and apart from the Board ot 
Administration. I don’t care what phraseology is used so the idea is in- 
corporated there. : 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you agreed by common consent to the introduction 
of the statement, “in co-operation with ithe. Board of Administration” [in the 
first line] in such place as is proper? 

Voicrs. Agreed, agreed. 

Pror. J. H. RursusH. I wish to ask in this connection. We have already 
been instructed by the passage of this, to elect an educational secretary; 
that means not the secretary that the four-year plan would elect, but another 
secretary; I would like to raise the question as to where his salary is to 
come from? It is not defined in this. 

Tue Presippnt. That is hardly apropos to this resolution, 

Pror. J. H. Rursusu. I move an amendment. I would like the last part 
read, the correction Doctor Clippinger made. 

THE PRESIDENT. In co-operation with the Board of Administration. 

Secrerary Lyrer. The very first line seems to be the proper place for 
Doctor Clippinger’s addition, and it would read, “We further recommend to 
the Board of Education, in co-operation with the Board of Administration.” 

Pror. J. H. RursusuH. I move that his salary be provided in an equitable 
manner from funds he may secure. I wish to make this statement in con- 
nection with that, if I can have a second. 
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Pror, J. H. Rurpusu. These secretaries work hard. There is no criti- 
cism; some may think I am criticising the secretaries, but. I am not. For 
the past quadrennium we have been forced to pay as much for the salary 
for education as we have given to young men who were getting the benefit 
of this fund, and we are not able to help young men in the ministry as we 
should. If this work helps general education and helps the colleges as it 
should, then I think in all justice the salary ought to come from the institu- 
tions that are benefited by his work, and I don’t think we ought to take one- 
half of the fund to pay the expenses of this office when the Church-at-large 
gets the benefit; and the colleges-at-large get the benefit of his work; and 
those that we would like to help don’t get the benefit, and we would like 
to help with more money than we are able to help. 

PRESIDENT CLIPpINcER. I trust we will not adopt a resolution like that. 
We are at a place where we ought not to send out any man whose salary 
and living will be dependent upon the amount of money that he gets, whether 
it be large or small. Now, I have insisted myselfi—I have always contended 
that there ought to be gathered from year to year during the quadrennium, 
a fund of money by any means which are legitimate, I have stood for that 
right along, but to reduce the secretary of education to such a place that his 
salary must come out of funds he collects ig unworthy of us. We shouldn’t 
have that phraseology in there. It is all too small for administration pur- 
poses and all. This fund will come from all sources, death annuities; and 
people will want to put their money into this fund, but to say in this way 
that his salary shall come from funds which he shall secure and which we 
have never imposed upon any other department so far as I know, I think we 
ought not to do it. 

Pror. J. H. Rursusu. I want to ask if that wasn’t the understanding 
four years ago, and I will ask the secretary if that wasn’t his understanding 
four years ago. 

Dr. J. 8S. Kenpaty. As I understood the discussion at the last session 
of the. General Conference, Brother Ruebush stated the fact. 

Dr. A. R. Crirppincer. This is taken from the Discipline, except these 
changes from the Committee on Finance to the Board of Administration, 
That is the interpretation I think of our committee, that the matter was left 
with this Board of Administration. 

Rey. J. H. Harris, of Southeast Ohio Conference. There is involved in 
this motion to amend a principle which determines as I see it, the question 
as to whether we are going to take the ascending scale or the descending 
scale, and in order to get at what I have in mind, I think any one here under- 
stands that it was the church that taught the state to educate its youth. 
It was the church that taught the state about the principles of education. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you speaking to the resolution? 

Rey, J. H. Harris. Yes, I will come to it very soon. The question of 
Christian education, the place that it sustains or holds in our civilization 
is a point that we must keep in mind, and if we adopt the amendment that 
is offered here, it means that we do not put the department of education 
upon a parity with Home Missions, Church Erection, and other departments 
of the Church. We lower the standard right here to begin with, and as we 
look around over our Church to-day, and hear these laymen speaking in this 
Conference, we as ministers ought to take warning. Four years hence, they 
are going to tell us a whole lot more than they are telling us here to-night, 
and so I do hope that we shall vote down this amendment and let this 
department stand on a parity with any other department of the Church. 

BisHop MatTurews. May I call your attention to the fact that it has 
already been emphasized that you are discriminating against a department 
that has received tremendous impetus at this Conference, not as much as you 
would as coming from the constituency through this entire denomination, 
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the superb, overshadowing, outstanding, important thing is Christian educa- 
tion. Now, you all expressed that sentiment, and now you have provided 
for the election of a secretary; and Brother Harris is right when he speaks 
about a descending scale. I ask, Will this Conference fix the salary of the 
secretary and will it be a sliding scale, and if you claim that you have the 
authority, exercise the authority and fix the salary, hitch it up to a sliding 


_ scale and provide for this person to just get it as best he can; I say that is 


a discrimination against this man who shall be elected. 
Dr. M. B. Spayp. I rise to ask a question. Has the report of the Com- 


- mittee on Salaries been adopted? 


THE PRESIDENT, Yes, sir. 
Doctor Spayp. This is out of order, for if you want to change anything, 


_ to change this salary, you will have to reconsider that report. 


THE PresIpenT. All that is fixed in that report is the amount to be 


paid: nothing said about how to be secured. This is fixing how to be secured, 


and is in order. 
Calls. .for the question. 
The amendment was lost. 
The paper, or recommendations, as amended, was adopted. 
THE PRESIDENT. Will you please prepare your ballots to elect a Genera! 


| Secretary of Education? The tellers to count this ballot are: John J. Shore, 
' H. B. Dorks, J. B. Ware, H. C. Cridland, and Dr. L. C. Weimer. 


The ballot was then taken and the tellers retired to make the count. 
SECRETARY Hammack. The following persons were appointed by the 


delegates of the several districts to station the Bishops: 


W 
| 





East District—J. S. Fulton, A. B. Statton, D. D. Lowery. 

Central District—M. R. Ballinger, J. H. Patterson, E. L. Shuey. 
Northwest District—J. E. Grimes, M. B. Spayd, W. E. Gillingham. 
Southwest District—C. E. Heisel, M. O. McLaughlin, D..L. Doub. 
Pacific Coast District—L. 8. Woodruff, G. EH. McDonald, W. A. Nicoles. 


THE PRESIDENT, Now, what is the plan for calling a meeting of this 
committee? 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I move that Dr. M. R. Ballinger be authorized to call 
the meeting. Motion adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Doctor Ballinger will announce the place and time of 
meeting. ; 

Frep P. Gers. I move that we adjourn. 

Dr. M. R. Barrincer. The committee on stationing the Bishops will meet 
immediately after adjournment in the gallery to the south. 

Tue Presipent. You certainly should agree upon a time, if possible, 
when all will be present. 

Docror BALLINGER. Will to-morrow do for the meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. You are the man to fix the time and place. 

Doctor BAaLLINGER. You say some are not present to-night. 

Tue Presipenr. I presume it will be all right to announce your decision 
between this and the time of adjournment to-morrow morning for a full 
eonference. ; ae 

The meeting to adjourn prevailed and the benediction was pronounced 
by Dr. J. H. Patterson, of Hast Ohio Conference. 

Tur PresipeNtT. You are adjourned until to-morrow morning at 8: 30 


o’clock. 


NINTH DAY—-MORNING SESSION. 
SaTuRDAy, May 19, 1917. 
The ninth day, morning session, of the General Conference convened 
at 8: 30 o’clock, Bishop Howard presiding. 
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Bishop Mathews read the Scripture, Ephesians 4: 11, spoke briefly, and 
asked for quotations of passages of Scripture. Many responded. After sev- 
eral prayers, the devotional services closed with singing, “Savior, like a 
Shepherd lead us.” Se : 

Ture PRESIDENT. The Conference will come to order.: We will hear the 
reading of the journal. 

Secretary Lyter read the minutes of the eighth day, morning, afternoon, 
and evening sessions, and, with a few corrections, the minutes were approved. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I have a telegram from the Radical General Confer- 
ence being held at Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. 


“Kitchener, Ontario. 
“Liberal United Brethren, General Conference, Wichita, Kansas. 
“BRETHREN: Our General Conference, in session here, sends greetings | 
through their Board of Bishops in the faith of our fathers, and bids you 
Godspeed in the work of evangelism. His word must be fulfilled. [Signed] | 
C. L. Woop, F. L. Haskins, O. G. Auwoop, Bishops.” 


Hon. R. H. Bennert, of Kansas Conference. I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion in behalf of the Committee on Church Erection. 


| 


i 
iH 





RESOLUTION OFFERED BY THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION. | 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference expresses the hope that this) 
great department shall receive its due proportion of the emphasis to be) 
distributed under the four-year program of the coming quadrennium. | 

2. Because the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of said society | 
cccurs in this quadrennium, we believe it entirely fitting to celebrate this | 
eccurrence by raising two hundred thousand dollars of new funds, to be) 
designated ‘The Golden Jubilee Fund,’ by a campaign to be conducted dur- 
ing the quadrennium. 

3. That a special Thanksgiving service be held in all our churches, in| 
1919, to celebrate this fiftieth anniversary, including a great birthday party 
celebration by the Sunday schools of the denomination, for which services 
the society should provide suitable program for use in both church and Sun- 
day-school services, the funds raised upon such occasions to be a part of 
“The Golden Jubilee Fund” of the society. 

4. We further express the belief that it would be beneficial in the admin-) 
istration of the department (1) if all notes taken for loans should provide | 
for the payment of six per cent. interest after maturity; (2) if churches) 
applying for aid from the society should be required to submit to the society, 
and receive its approval of, their plans for financing the enterprise, and also 
plans of buildings proposed, and that failure to do so would relieve the 
society from any obligation to aid the enterprise; (3) if a carefully-worded 
agreement, executed in duplicate, should be made with all churches, which. 
are to receive loans from the society, and if personal security should be 
required in addition to the mortgage upon the property, whenever deemed 
necessary by the society for the adequate protection of the funds loaned. 
|Signed| J. S. Furron, Chairman; R. H. Bennert, Secretary. 


Hon. R. H. Bennerr. Mr. Chairman, I would like to explain that this 


resolution requires no amendment of the Discipline, that the committee sub- 
mit it this way, separate from the other, because the other did require an 
amendment, and this was thought as advisable by the Secretary of Church 
Erection, in order to link it up with the four-year program and other de 
partments. It is signed by two. : 

TueE PRESIDENT. It is before us. . 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON. I am opposed to it for this reason, if for no other 
It provides for another one of those special offerings that we had to- deal 
with in previous boards here this morning, with reference to the church 








UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 577 


and the Sunday school, and of course I would speak of this one just now. 
_I have a chance to speak of this one now. The Discipline of the Church says 
the regular offerings of the Sunday schools shall go to the budget of the 
church, and the special offerings of the Sunday school have been used from 
time to time in the past quadrennium with a view to helping to bring up 
the budget in full. This resolution, if passed, provides for another one of 
those special appeals to the Sunday school for a special offering, and we 
will have special offerings enough, directly, if we continue to pass these 
resolutions, to take up one-quarter or one-half of your offerings. I am op- 
posed to it for that reason, if for no other. 
Dr. C. W. Brewsaker. I would like to ask when this is to take place. 
Hon. R. H. Bennerr. 1919 is the resolution. 

Doctor BREWBAKER. You know, that the first centennial of John G. 
| Pfrimmer takes place in 1920. I do hope, in your resolution, you will take 
'into consideration that our department ought to be considered. I find, in 
nearly every resolution that has been adopted here, that the Sunday schools 
have not been considered. You have voted as a General Conference that you 
will do so and so for Sunday schools. Now, it is the Sunday-school part of 
that resolution that I am talking about. It seems to me that the words, “in 
‘conjunction with the Sunday-school Board,” ought to be inserted. Every 
_department comes into this department. You plow it and harrow it and get 
/out of it everything you can. If any department asks the General Confer- 
rence to do anything in regard to that department, the time has come when 
ywe ought to see that inserted in the laws that you enact for this body. if 
syou don’t, then these departments can do as they please. Not that I think 
‘they won’t confer with me, but it gives them a leeway that keeps us from 
saying anything in regard to these matters. 

1 Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. I am opposed to that resolu- 
(tion for another reason, and that is, that it increases the amount of red 
‘tape involved in getting a loan from the Church Erection Society. Every 
‘pastor who has tried to get a loan knows he has a hard time enough now 
ito get it through, and it is easier now to get a loan from an ordinary bank, 
from the standpoint of business, than to get a loan from the Church Erection 
‘Society. And for that reason I am opposed to the resolution. 
y Dr. W. O. Fries. I am surely in favor of Church Erection getting all the 
money it can, but I am inclined to think that the Sunday schools ought not 
‘to be appealed to on that occasion, inasmuch as the centennial of our organ- 
lized Sunday-school work should be held within six months of that time, 
when I think the department itself wouid be entitled to very thorough con- 
sideration by the whole Church. Personally, I would like to see the Sunday- 
school item eliminated in that resolution. 


A Rev. J. W. Serrin, of Indiana Conference. I would like to say, accorda- 
ng to our Discipline, as we understood, in the general budget, that some of 
us have been asked to raise as much in specials during the annual confer- 
ance years as is included in our general budget, and if we are beetabo nize 
and give precedence to a general budget, where shall our sufferance end? 
_ Rev. C. E. Herser, of Kansas Conference. I want to say a few words in 
support of this amendment. It has been our custom—it has been a splendid 
sustom, too, I think—to recognize suitable anniversaries of our departments. 
The idea of the Golden Jubilee is a very fine thing, it seems nes 
Yhurch is supporting the Sunday-school Department, as well as the Sunday- 
school Department is supporting the Church generally. I am in favor of this 
special day and this recognition of the great department of Church Erection. 
e are indebted to this institution, it seems to me, as milich as any steed 
nstitution of the Church for the perpetuity of our work. I ami very much in 
avor of this resolution. 
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C. M. Wacner, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I am opposed to this 
resolution. I am in favor of doing big things along financial lines, but there 
is a place to stop. Now, then, if the work of our Sunday schools, as was 
stated yesterday from the platform by the lady from Chicago, along elemen- 
tary lines is being neglected, why are some of these things in our Sunday 
schools being neglected? Because the majority of our Sunday schools have 
not enough money in our treasuries to meet the requirements that are ex- 
pected of us. And I, for one, am opposed to any more offerings, to be asked 
from the Sunday schools. 


Dr. A. C. SippaLL, Church Erection Secretary. I would like to know | 
what that involves, that is, a vote favoring the resolution? 
Tue Presiwent. Is the central thought of that resolution as to lifting all | 
collections in the Sunday schools, or should it be divided, Judge Bennett? | 
Hon. R. H. Bennett. It could be divided. The committee is perfectly | 
agreed to put in Doctor Brewbaker’s thought, that it should be in conference 
with them. I am sure we would have no objection to it, at least I would 
not, and Doctor Fulton would not. J suppose, if they are going to take it) 
up and vote on it in different items, maybe it ought to be done separately. 

Doctor SippaLy. J wanted simply to say this, that you are voting on 
this resolution as a whole, I understand it—that would carry with it every- | 
thing. Now, you have set a four-year program from which you expect to. 
raise from six hundred thousand to a million dollars, and you make it 
absolutely impossible for Church Erection to have any part in that campaign. 
It has been made upon that basis, and if the budget is to be very much 
smaller, I think the Finance Commission and the Board of Education, and | 
Home Missions and Church Erection Society recommend that, in view of that, | 
this special appeal should be made. Now, you ought to vote intelligently. 
It you think that Church Erection does not cut much figure in your Confer- 
ence and your work, and you want to rule it out of your campaign, of course | 
you must vote with all the facts before you at the present time. | 

Dr. L. W. Stauyt. JI move you that we consider this report, item by item. 

Dr. J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. Before we proceed to do 
this, I would like to ask this question. Is this goal that is set before us— 
is this resolution now included in the sum total of the askings that have) 
already been agreed upon as to the four-year plan? 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair so understands. | 

Doctor SmpaLt. Sure, it is a part of that. It was estimated that Church 
Erection would take about fifty thousand, and would make up two hundred 
thousand for the quadrennium. 

THE PRESIDENT. Was Doctor Stahl’s motion seconded? 

Seconded by Doctor Shannon. 

The motion to consider the report, item by item, was adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT, The report is not printed. This comes in as a resolu- 
tion, so we will have to give good attention to hear it. ae | 

Secretary Hammack reads from the Resolution, paragraphs 1 and 2. (See 
above.) They are adopted as read. : 

Secretary Hammack reads Resolution 3. (See above.) 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON. Considering this which hag just been read. I move 
that it be stricken out. ‘ 

Seconded by S. L. Todd. 

Doctor £ippaLtLt. The main object in that item is the objecti ' 
ture. I don’t object if you want to take out everything or SOR 
Church Erection has never been before the Sunday school; in fifty years it| 
has never asked it. It seems to me that it is really unjust to the department 
that means so much to the Church, that they ask this offering, . If you want 
to make the offering optional with the Sunday school, I would be perfectly, 
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agreeable, but let the society have a chance to get to the churches with 
a public program of its own. 
THE PRESIDENT. Will the supporters of the resolution accept that, that 


_ the offering be optional? 


Hon. R. H. BENNETT. I would like to hear from Doctor Brewbaker on 
that proposition. 

Docton BrewBaker. I am in favor of the young people and the adults 
of our Church being educated along all lines. We educate them along the 
line of home and foreign missions whenever we get a chance. Church Erec- 
tion has a great interest. I simply suggest this, that in this resolution you 
take into consideration the department that has to do with the promoting 
of religious educational work of our children and young people in these 
great interests. I show in another report, and I called the attention of the 
chair, that our department was not taken into consideration. If you pass 
resolutions and laws here wholly without considering our department, then 
any department can come in and propagate itself without any consideration 
of our department. If I understand the department of Sunday School and 
Brotherhood, it is religious and educational, and we ought to have a voice 
in saying what shall be done in our Sunday schools, and I simply ask that 
we be considered in this. And I am willing to line up with any department 
of this Church in presenting to the boys and girls and young people and 
men and women in a concrete, educational way, the needs of our great 
Church. [Applause.] They ought to know it, and if the man who wrote that 
is willing to insert something to consider us, I am willing to confer or to 
be conferred with in this matter. 

Hon. R. H. BENNETT. Just to insert in there that the society, “in con- 
junction with the Sunday-school Department,” shall_prepare this program— 


the program for the Sunday school. 


ao 


| 


I 





THe Presipent. And nothing said about the offering? 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. Leave the offering proposition ag it is, if you 
please. 

Dr. J. E. SHannon. The amendment is to strike it out on account of the 
fact that it brings an extra one of these special offerings that are multiply- 


ing on us in propositions here pretty rapidly. I am sure I am speaking now 


for the pastors and the conference superintendents of this denomination, 
and I am sure that we are perfectly willing for the educational feature of 
any department work to come into the Sunday school, and I know I am 
speaking for the conference superintendents and pastors when I gay we are 
thoroughly opposed to these special ofierings, if brought in this way. But 
if it can be brought into the church and be applied on the budget, these 
departments are in the budget and can do it very well, and we are trying 
to raise them in full. We have no objection to taking an offering if it tends 


| to bring the budget full. 


Dr. J. G. Huser. I only wish to say this, that if we ask the Sunday- 
school secretary, we may keep on doing that. It seems to me that this is a 
matter for the secretary to decide, not for the General Conference to deter- 
mine, because the Sunday-school authorities don’t know the Church, and it is 
a matter of conference adjustment with them. Those offerings ought to go 
before the Sunday-school Board with reference to Foreign Missions and Home 
Missions, and every other interest. It is a matter of adjustment for the sec- 


. retaries, and not a part of the General Conference, because the Church Erec- 
‘tion Board has as much right as anybody else. Another thing I want to say, 


we ought to recognize this great event and make much of it, and I think 
we ought to raise an offering, a generous offering, all over the Church, and 


Jet Church Erection have the right of way on that day. 
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Tur PresipeNT. The motion before us is to strike out the item, and the 
central thought in that item, I think, in the mind of the mover, was the 
collection. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I don’t suppose any of us to-day are opposed to that 
educational feature of that resolution. We need ali the educational rallies 
that we can get. We need to impart all the education we can to our people, 
but we cannot hope to make a successful budget system of our Church if we 
are going to give a chance here, elsewhere, and throughout the year for 
these special offerings. I-think we in the East are trying to come up. We 
have not yet fully reached the goal, but we are trying, step by step, to come 
up to the point of the requirements in this respect; but we cannot do it if 
you bring these things in. I, therefore, favor the amendment to strike out 
that part which pertains to the offering—not as to the Sunday-school offer- 
ing, but if you keep that in, they will be bored to death to take that offering 
by somebody. Don’t you do it. Don’t keep it in. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the secretary read it as it will read if that obliga- 
tory collection is taken out? 

Secretary Hammack reads: “That a special thanksgiving service be held 
in all our churches in 1919 to celebrate this fiftieth anniversary, including a 
_ great birthday party celebration by the Sunday schools of the denomination, 
for which services the society should provide suitable program for use in 
both Church and Sunday-school services.”’ I think here is what you want to 
cut out, “The funds raised upon such occasions to be a part of ‘The Golden 
Jubilee Fund’ of the society.” 5 : 

Docror SmppaLtt. I am going to ask whether this will be uniform with 
all the societies, or are you going to make an exception of Church Erection? 
if you are going to rule our society out of the Sunday school, I have nothing 
to say, for Church Erection has never asked—they are asking it once, and 


this makes it impossible for the Sunday schools to give anything if they | 


wanted to. 

Voices. No, no. 

Doctor Srppatu. It don’t seem to me that-it is a fair deal for Church 
Erection when you leave all the other societies to make appeals, and here 
really was this one department, which, in all the fifty years of its history, 
has never asked for it. 

Dr. C. W. BrewpaKker. I question the consistency of this action, as we 
consider the actions that have preceded in this general body. Now Iam your 
servant. You have elected me as General Secretary for Sunday Schools. 
But it seems to me that it can be made a great educational feature and that 
cur children ought to be given an opportunity once in fifty years to con- 
tribute to this fund. Now, I say it conscientiously, in a Christian spirit-- 
we allow every other department to come into our Sunday schools and take 
offerings. 

A Voice. No, we don’t, not by a long ways. 

Doctor BRewBAKER. The Discipline provides for it. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. I presented that resolution. I want to call atten- 
tion to this fact, that this is a part of the great jubilee service. It occurs 
only once in four years, and in truth, only once in fifty years, and yet there 











scarcely is a church in the denomination that wasn’t preceded by a Sunday- . 
school organization, and the thing needed was the home for that Sunday . 


school, and the Sunday school was the inspiration of the people for a home. 


It seems to me that the most natural thing is not only to take the matter | 


of education, but the opportunity with it, to those little fellows, to give to 


this department. It seems to me to be constructive, and it is not upsetting | 


our budget plans because it is a part of a great celebration, a golden jubilee 
and a birthday party. Now, then, to educate the little fellow on this great 
birthday, and not give him a chance to give anything, is like the man who 
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has plenty of education in his head, but no opportunity to express it. What 
is the use to work up this dynamic, and then not give it an outlet? If it 
interfered with the working of the budget system, I wouid be opposed to it. 


I believe it helps. Our people have never been hurt by giving. 


BisuHor WEEKLEY. It seems to me, after all, that it is optional with the 
Sunday school if this is stricken out, so the General Conference does not 
a eh tes shall be taken or shall not be taken. It is optional with the 
school. ; 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. The work is easy to 
educate our little fellows to give, but the big fellows have to furnish the 
funds. You must only put the amount on that a good horse can pull. If you 
discourage him, you have him to back. That is the way with the churchman; 
if you overload him, he will quit after while and not be active in the business. 
I hope we will vote that collection matter out of there. 

H. C. Criptanp, of Miami Conference. I am a layman. I believe all 
these arguments against those offerings are of no value. I don’t believe we 
take up enough offerings in our Sunday school. I represent the Sunday 
schools of Montgomery County in all denominations. The Sunday schools of 
Montgomery County which give the greatest offerings are doing the most--- 
they are the ones that are doing the most and are taking up the most offer- 
ings. They are trained to give. That is what we want to do. 

Dr. L. W. Sraun. I have been connected with Sunday-school work for 
fifty years. I am sorry that we are declining in wisdom, but I hope that we 
might catch some of the inspiration from the West. I want to say, if you 
want to kill the budget, let this paper stand this way. It will kill the 
budget with us. Our people are complaining that we are having too many 
offerings. We have the budget; let us work out the budget plan. There is 
nothing in this paper. If the gentleman who preceded me wishes his school 
to take up an offering, he has the privilege; so has every other man the 
privilege. Let us give the people a chance, and let the people speak in this 
matter. Our worthy Bishop, the other evening, said that he believed in 
“excessive democracy.’ We all believe in that. 

J. H. Lirrre, of Kansas Conference. This body has already. donated the 
Children’s Day offering to the Sunday-school Department of the Church 
every year. This resolution says in fifty years the Church Erection Society 
comes in and asks an offering for one day. Kansas is for it from one 


- end to the other. 


Rey. W. L. Cumpress, of Louisiana Conference. I am in favor of this 
resolution to have this offering once every four years. I believe that we 
ought to jubilate on this thing, and I am in favor of it. If we were just half 
as much afraid of not giving enough as we are afraid of giving too much, 
we would be better off. 

Dr. J. W. Witson. I move the previous question. 

Tue PrEsIDENT. Those in favor of this amendment to strike out, will 
show the hand. Those opposed will show the hand. I am not able to de- 
termine. Those in favor of striking out this item, as it refers to collections, 
will stand. 

Sixty-seven stand. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed to its elimination will stand. 

More stood than before. : 

THE PRESMENT. The motion to strike out is lost. We will proceed with 
consideration of the resolution. 

Secretary Hammack reads Resolution, Paragraph 4, Section I. (See 
slates Mark Kepret. I move the rate be made three per cent, 

Seconded, 
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Pror. Marx Keppet. This may be said, that the interest per annum for 
the whole world is only three and one half per cent.; the product of the 
country is only doubling itself in 33 years. We know that at the present 
time the Government of the United States is borrowing two thousand million 
dollars at three and one-half per cent. to loan to the nations of Europe.- We 
know that back of the Government somebody must pay this three and a half. 
We know that the nations of Europe are getting this money. We know that 
back of this is the entire wealth of the country. We know that that debt 
will be paid; we know that we are all bound to pay it. We know that, on the 
other hand, back of the struggling church, that has not been able to make 
its payments—back of them there is still a great struggle; and nov we ask 
of them six per cent. interest, when that interest is the rate of interest that 
men with fixed incomes and great business do not have to pay. If I reyemter 
correctly, we had a jubilee vote in the Telescope some time ago, celebrating 
the fact that that great institution, the Publishing House, was able to fund 
all of its debt at five per cent. instead of six. It seems to me that while the 
delinquent church ought to have to pay, yet they ought not to have to vay 
more than the world itself was earning as a whole in the time of profound 
peace; in the time of warfare it will be earning less. And then there is 
another principle in this. exvressed somewhere in the Old Book, something 
about the man who put his money out at usury. 

Doctor Wuitr. I am opposed to the amendment. The purpose of having 
any interest charge is to hasten the time that these moneys are due. Now, 
any church that stops to think about it will say, “If we can keep that Church 
Erection money at three per cent., we certainly will not go to the bank and 
pay five or six per cent. or borrow it of an individual.’ For this reason I am 
opposed to the amendment. To make the rate as low as that will encourage 
the Feeping of the money. rather than the refunding of it so it would he used 
for the very purpose for which we have Church Erection—to help new 
churches. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I want to speak along this line, I believe that our 
churches ought to come to more careful business methods. Let me tell you 
here, when the Publishing House goes to one of the banks in Dayton and 
borrows this five per cent. money. and it does, it signs a note saving in the 
note that, if this money is not paid on the date it is due, that it shall run 
at eight per cent. That is what the Publishing House does, putting a 


premium upon prompt payment, rather than a premium upon alodse business’ 


method. That is what ought to be done in this denomination, and our 
churches and our missions will be better off under those circumstances. 

Rey. S. L. Topp. The Church Erection loans for a period of three to 
five years without interest. This is asking for six per cent. interest after 
due, and that is encouraging people to pay their debts and leave the money 
in the channel for building other churches, and the three per cent. would 
imply that the Church Erection funds would be held by churches and not 
returned as intended by the donors. I favor the six per cent. 


G. A. LAMBERT. I move the previous question. 
The previous question is ordered. 


THE PRESIDENT. We now come to the amendment. The rate of interest 
on loans will be three per cent. The original is six per cent. Those in favor 
of this amendment that after loans are due that the rate be three per cent. 
will show the hand. ‘Those opposed will show the hand. The amendment is 
lost. We will proceed with the reading of the paper. 

Secretary Hammack reads: Resolution 4, Paragraphs 2 and 3 [See above]. 

Dr. J. H. Parrrrson. I think it is hard enough now to get a loan from 
the society without requiring something beyond a first mortgage. You can 
go to any building and loan and get a loan in half the time you can from 
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Church Erection. Why ig it necessary to give more than a first mortgage 
on our property? I move it be stricken out. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the secretary read that once more so that we all 
may understand? 

Secretary Hammack reads: Section “(3). If a carefully-worded agree- 
ment executed in duplicate should be made with all churches, which are to 
receive loans from the society, and if personal security should be required 
-in addition to the mortgage upon the property, whenever deemed necessary 
‘by the society for the adequate protection of funds loaned.” 

Pror. H. H. Bais. I would like either the secretary of the committee, 
‘or the Secretary of Church Erection to give us the reason for making this 
recommendaticn, 

Rev, J. W. Serriy. If the chair please, might I ask the chair’s opinion 
/with reference to the clause previous to this [Section 2,] that any person 
‘making application for a loan, that he shall furnish a complete plan of the 
‘buildings, or plars for financing it? If that is considered favorably, shall 
rthat obligate the Church Erection Society to honor the request? 


F Hon. R. H. Bennety. Doctor Siddall went out of the building. But 
fthese suggestions are thcse that come from the Church Erection Board, and 
}from the secretary to this committee, and Doctor Siddall explains to me 
tthat this trouble arises, that somebody will ask about a church erection 
tloan; he will tell them, “Why, yes, under the right circumstances; that is 
four business to make loans.” Then they will go ahead and make all their 
loans and not submit a bank plan, or church plan, or any other plan, and 
complain when they get ready for their money that the Church Erection 
Society is not ready to make the loan, and really accuses them of bad faith. 
And when there is a miscarriage of their plan, and the security is not what 
the Church Erection Board believes adequate, because of the miscarriage of 
the lccal plan, that then, the Church Hrection Society wants to insist 
upon further security, or to make those men who made the complaint get 
back of it some way. And then they say, “You are not acting in good full 
faith, that you didn’t say anything about this, that we supposed all we 
would have to put up was a mortgage on the church,” when as a matter of 
|faet, the amount of indebtedness on the whole enterprise is in excess of 
\what the understanding was of any of them that it should be. Now, as I 
anderstand the secretary, that putting the General Conference back of the 
loolicy that they have already adopted—that that is all there is to it. They 
ire doing this anyway, but they want the sanction of the General Conference 
loack of them so that they can say to these gentlemen, ‘Your General Con- 
\‘erence stands for this policy.” That is my understanding of the general 
lsecretary’s’ position. 

Dr. J. W. Witson. I think that this resolution does not say first mort- 
lxage. Now, it might be that there might be some other party had a first 
\nortgage on that property, and the Church Erection Society would be com- 
yelled to take a second mortgage. They might feel that that was not suffi- 
rient-to secure their claim, and for that reason require personal security in 
iiddition. Now, I happen to know of a church of which that is true. I have 
een the secretary of our local conference church extension for several years, 
ind in securing a loan from the Church Erection Society for one of our 
|yhurches there, we have to give personal security in addition to second 
Nnortgage, because there was still a first mortgage on that. church, and this 
nay have reference to something of that kind. 

A. H. Laucupaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move the previous ques- 
ion. 

The previous question was ordered. é 
THE PRESIDENT. We have now before us the amendment that this last 
litem be stricken out. Those in favor of striking it out will show the hand. 
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Those opposed will show the hand. The chair is unable to decide. Will. 
you please stand and be counted. Those in favor of striking out this item | 
will please stand. 
Fifty stand. 
THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed to striking out the item will please stand. 
Eighty-five stand. i 
THE PRESIDENT. The item is not stricken out. H 
THE PRESIDENT. The whole paper is before us now for adoption. Those i 
in favor of adopting the paper as considered will show the hand. Those | 
opposed, like sign. The resolution is adopted. i 
Dr. W. W. WILLIAMsSon, of Hast Ohio Conference. I rise to a question | 
of privilege, and what I have to say now I don’t want it to prejudice the 
cause of the city of Columbus. There is an advertisement being circulated | 
in this General Conference purporting to come from Columbus, and on page | 
seven the liquor business is advertised; and that is against the laws of) 
the State of Kansas, for Kansas is a “bone-dry” State. You cannot advertise 
the business in this State. ; 
Dr, L. W. Lutz. I move that the special order of the day for the place of j 
holding the General Conference be at 11: 30 to-day, and that the speeches j 
of presentation shall be limited to five minutes. | 
THE PRESIDENT, The motion of Doctor Lutz is before us, that we make 
a special order for the consideration of this question at 11: 30 a.m. to-day. 
Rev. W. L. Cuimpress. Does that mean that all of the speeches are going | 
to take five minutes? . 
THE PRESIDENT. Five minutes each. F 
Rey. M. Nicnors, of Kansas Conference. I think we ought to pass a 
resolution that this literature should be taken up, and I so move. | 
THE PRESENT. The chair is of the same opinion. But let us do one 
thing at a time. We are now on this business of making a special order | 
of these invitations at 11: 30 a.w. It will require a two-thirds vote. ‘Those | 
favoring the special order will show the hand. Those opposed, like sign.) 
The motion prevails. 


Dr. W. R. Funx. I rise simply to ask a question. You passed a resolu- 
tion the other day that this matter was to be settled by the Board of Bishops | 
and the Publishing House Board on competition. I was just wondering what 
good the speeches would do. I just simply wondered what they are for. 

BisHop KrpnHarr, If you will permit me to say that you are in the 
State of Kansas, and that the State of Kansas is looking after this matter 
pretty vigorously, and it might be well for the General Conference to get rid 
of this literature as quickly as you can. 
Fs THE PrestpENT. The chair would be glad to entertain a motion of this. 

ind. 

Rey. W. L. PERKINS, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move that these 
be gathered up and destroyed. 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. EH. Snyper. I think this word ought to be added to that. I 
think we should add one statement in this connection, and that is, that this 
General Conference repudiate all responsibility in this matter, 

THE PresipentT. All that should be inserted in the motion, that the 
General Conference repudiates all connection with this. 

ELMER HENDERSON, of Allegheny Conference. I think we should still 
make it stronger. Not only destroy and repudiate, but condemn. 

Rey, J. H. Harris. I want to simply state that this committee has no 
responsibility for getting out this material. We asked the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and they sent us this material. I have a letter here from the Chamber 


of Commerce, sent by express, and we never found out what was in this 
material until this week, 
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The motion was passed, 

Dr. L. W. Lutz. I would like to renew the motion a while ago that was 
included in the other motion passed, that the speeches on place for the 
_ hext General Conference be limited to five minutes. 

Seconded. 


Dr. J. G. Huser. We are out of order. We certainly decided this the 
; other day, that the Board of Bishops should decide, and we don’t need this 
. presentation from these different cities, 
THE PRESIDENT, The chair didn’t so understand. 
Dr. L. W. Lurz. The point of order is, that they shall be presented, but 
; the final act shall be up to the Board of Bishops. 
C. J. WHEELER. I move that they present the names of the cities without 
any speeches. 
; Seconded by Doctor Foster. 
THE PRESIDENT. Those in favor of the motion that these various cities 
} be presented to the General Conference without speeches will show the 
i hand. Now, let us take that affirmative vote once more. Those in favor of 
p Such presentation will show the hand. Those opposed will show the hand. 
' The motion prevails. 
d Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. The report of the Commitee on State of the Church 
F is ready. 
THE PRESIDENT. We have a yote to announce. We will hear the secre- 
| tary announce the report of election of directors of the Bonebrake Theological 
Seminary. . ; 

SECRETARY Hammack. I will state that I will read them as given, and 
then read those elected. 


t 
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|! Those elected are: W. O. Fries, A. W. Drury, A. A. Moore, J. W. Lilly, 
I. BE. Runk, J. L. Senseny, Charles J. Hail, J. H. Harris; C. E. Heisel and 
| M. R. Drury, having the same number, will have to be voted on again, as 


Hho Tur PRESIDENT. We have the necessary five in the State of Ohio 
) elected. 

| ae Hammacr. The tie for the ninth man is between Heisel and 
;M. R. Drury. : a 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you prepare your ballots to select this ninth mem- 
{ber of the board? 

k The ballot was then taken for the ninth member of the board, and the 
i) same board of tellers collected the ballots and retired to make the count. 
Dr. J. HE. Four. This is a matter which must have the attention of this 
} Conference. I called it to the attention of the board of trustees and they 
i, passed a resolution with reference to it, and I presumed that they would 
iibring it to this Conference. It has not been brought here. It is this, Mr. 
Chairman. Your charter calls for nine trustees. Your Discipline provides 
Lthat the Bishops shall! be ex-officio members and have been voting members, 
land have exercised the right of voting. In addition to that, you have elected 
three members at large, one of which shall be from the alumni, so that you 
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have thrown out from your charter, you see, the controlling power of that 
board. And our attorney advises us to say to the board that it would be 
necessary for us to change the charter if you desire this continued, else you 
are liable to throw this into trouble. The board recommended that the board 
of trustees be twelve, together with the Board of Bishops, that is, twelve 
elected by the Conference, and the Board of Bishops—the active Board of 
Bishops, not ez-officio, but the real number. 
THE PRESIDENT. The opinion of the chair is that this is not the time 
to consider that. It shall have to come up under a different order. 
PrRoFESSoR KEPPEL. I would like to inquire of the Manager of the Sem- 
inary whether it is not a fact that at the time Hon. John Bonebrake was 
negotiating with the Seminary for his gift, if there was not a gentlemen’s 
agreement that the Board of Directors should always contain a Bonebrake? 
I would like to ask if that is a fact. 
i Dr. J. E. Four. I can’t answer that, only the Hon. John Bonebrake said, 
to me as a last thing, that he should be very glad to see a Bonebrake on the 
board; but I know nothing about a gentlemen’s agreement that there was) 
to be. 
At this time Doctor Funk announced the lecture of William Jennings. 
Bryan in the Auditorium to-morrow afternoon, stating that five hundred seats 
will be reserved for members of the Conference and visiting people right 
in front of the stand. | 
Secretary Hammack read the ballot on Secretary of Education as follows: | 
| 
BALLOT FOR GENERAL SECRETARY OF EDUCATION, 
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THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Dr. W. E. Schell as your General Sec-| 
retary of Education. 

HE. L. SHury. In view of the uncertainty that evidently exists regarding 
the adjustment of boards of trustees in the various societies elected in this) 


Church, and our desire to arrange it, I move that the Board of Administra-) 
tion be asked to take up, during the coming quadrennium, the matter of 
the charters of all our organizations, with a view to arranging a definite) 
report to us at the next meeting. Seconded. 

H. M. Wurrorart, of Southeast Ohio Conference. You can look at the 
charters in vain and you will get no light. The charter of an Ohio cor- 
poration, I know, does not determine the number of trustees upon a board. 
That is fixed as to membership by Section II., on page 170, which leaves 
that even indefinite. 

THE PRESIDENT. Ag the chair understands it, the Board of Administra- 
tion will consider all these questions. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. I am opposed to that resolution, and I will tell you 
why. I have no idea at all who this Board of Administration is going to be, 
and the men who compose that board may not know anything more about 
these different institutions and departments than if they were not connected 
with the Church; but the trustees do know about it, and they are the people 
that ought to make the recommendations or changes, if they are to be made, 
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It is only the reasonable and sensible thing in connection with that. If they 
cannot do it, how can a board that is not connected with the departments 
make. these recommendations? 

Dr. J. S: Futton. I have a point of order. 

THE PRESIDENT. State your point of order. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. We have no Board of Administration, and therefore 
can’t refer anything to it. 

E. L. SHury. We have already referred numerous things to that board. 
May I state my thought as to what should be the composition of these 
beards? The gentleman over here is right; a lot of our boards have special 
charters, the older boards. Now, if we could get at the facts about these 
matters, by the next General Conference, we would have a better idea along 
with the suggestions of these various boards of what ought to be done, and 
harmonize it in some way. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those in favor of asking the Board of Administration 
to look carefully into all of these charters, will show the hand. Those Op- 
posed, will show the hand. The motion prevails. 

Dr. A. E. Wricut, of Northern Illinois Conference. This is a memorial 
expressing the wish of the Lower Wabash and Northern Illinois conferences. 
That this General Conference pass an act enabling the two conferences to 
unite within the quadrennium if they see fit to do so. Signed by*’a member 
of the Lower Wabash, and one from Northern Illinois. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there a second to this? Seconded. 

The memorial was adopted. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. The report of the Committee on State of the 
Church is ready. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think we ought to take another vote, and then we will 
have this while that is being counted. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. We have the tickets for trustees of the Printing 
Establishment and the Board of Control and Home Missions. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will distribute the ballots for trustees of the Print- 
ing Establishment. Let us have a board of tellers for this. 

BisHor Beity. Just a little resolution; I ain sure you will all concur 
in it. 

“WHEREAS, The Hon. Victor Murdock, of Wichita, Kansas, has favored 
this General Conference by giving his great lecture on ‘The West’s Contri- 

bution to the Hast,’ and, 

“WHEREAS, The lecture embodied the high ideals of Christianity, as ap- 
plied to civil government and international affairs, and, 

“WHEREAS, The lecture was eloquent, interesting, and entertaining, 
therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the thanks and appreciation of this body be expressed 
by a rising vote, a copy of this resolution spread upon our records, and a 

P copy sent to Mr. Murdock. [Signed] Wm. M. Beri, Mark Keppert.” 


The resolution was adopted. : 

i Dr. J. M. Puivumry. May I ask whether the rule of four years ago is 

| operative in this General Conference, forbidding any one to be a member of 
two boards? 

THe PresIDENT. Nothing has been said about that. 

At this time a ballot was taken for trustees of the Printing Establish- 
ment, and the following tellers were appointed: A. A. Anderson, H. M. Whit- 
craft, W. F. Gruver, H. W. Widdoes, and H. R. Hess, and the tellers retired 

i to e count. 
{ . ore et ee You will now prepare your ballots for trustees of Otter- 
1, bein Home. The ballots are now being distributed. 
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Prorrssop Krerren. A question of privilege. I wish to know what report 
it is that is delaying the election of the Church Treasurer. I would like to 
have an answer from the chair as to what report it is that is delaying us. 

Tur PresiIpeNt. The present chairman knows of no such report. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. I move that immediately following the taking of this 
ballot, we proceed to vote for Church Treasurer. Seconded. 

Tue PRESIDENT. You have heard the motion. Do you desire to discuss it? 

Rey. J. H. Durron. The report referred to is a report that has not come 
in, as to combining the offices of Secretary of Christian Stewardship and 
General Church Treasurer. 

Tur Prestipenr. There is a motion before the house that immediately 
after the gathering of this ballot on which we are voting now, that we proceed 
to elect the General Church Treasurer. 

Dr. W. O. Jonses, of Nebraska Conference. I move to amend by saying 
immediately following the consideration of the report on Christian Steward- 
ship, we ballot for General Church Treasurer, Seconded. 

The amendment prevailed. é 

The motion as amended prevailed. 

Tuer Prestmpenr. The chair will announce the board of tellers to take 
charge of the vote for trustees of the Otterbein Home as follows: Mark 
Keppel, W. E. Snyder, W. G. Bailey, A. R. Ayres, and R. R. Butterwick. 

The ballots were then collected and the board of tellers retired to make 
the count for trustees of Otterbein Home. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think we will now consider the report on Christian 
Stewardship by general agreement. Are you so agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

A. H. Laueupaum, of Sandusky Conference. A resolution: 


Resolved, That during the succeeding quadrennium the sum of $175 per 
year be paid by the Sunday-school Board to Col. Robert Cowden, secretary 


emeritus. [Signed] A.. H. LaueHpaum, Chairman; G. C. HOUSEKEEPER, 
Secretary. 


I move its adoption. 

The resolution was adopted. 

H. L. SHury. The report of the Committee on Christian Stewardship 
referred to the Committee upon Christian Stewardship anc the Committee 
‘on Government of the Church should be considered before you go to the 

election. That is called for by Brother Keppel and myself. 

THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read. 

President I. J. Good of the committee read the report of the joint com- 
mittee on Church Government and Christian Stewardship: 


REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON CHURCH GOYERNMENT AND 
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 
Resolved: 
: 1. That the provision of the Four-Years’ Program already adopted refer- 
ring to the choice of a special secretary be rescinded and eliminated. 
2. That the executive secretary provided by the Discipline be the 


Secretary of the Board of Administration. [Signed] E. L. Suury, Chair- 
man; I. J. Goop, Secretary. 


mee E. L. Suury. Just a word of explanation. The committee reports back, 
it is understood of course, that these are the items that were referred to 
the other day and upon which we were agreed, except that one question of 
secretary. It passes this resolution, and we think we have covered the one 
point. Please note that the words, “executive secretary” means Christian — 
Stewardship Secretary. The Discipline calls him the executive secretary 
of the Commission on Finance, and so our reading simply gives it to fit the 
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Discipline. It is understood that what we mean by that is the Christian 
Stewardship Secretary. The Secretary of the Board of Administration will 
have charge of all these if it is changed as the General Conference has 
already provided. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. A point of order. I am in favor of this action 
if it can be done in this way, but I offered an amendment to that report 
covering this exact proposition and you rejected it by your action. Now, can 
you do it by an order to rescind without reconsidering that action that 
was taken? 

PRESIDENT Goop. I think the adoption of this will settle it. This com- 
mittee so correlated it. It provides for a secretary. One of the secretaries 
should be eliminated. I move the report be adopted. 

Seconded. 


Dr. 8. S. Hove. I have a question: Does this action put that secretary 
in the same relationship with the Board of Administration as the action 
taken yesterday, or does this destroy the action taken yesterday and say— 
and the General Conference says—now votes without regard to the Roard 
of Administration, that there shall be a secretary of the Board of Administra- 
tion? That is the question. I would like a decision on that, 

THE PRESIDENT. This resolution settles that—that the former Christian 
Stewardship Secretary becomes by this action the Secretary of the Board 
of Administration. 


Dr. L. W. Lurz. I would say that the chairman of this committee stated 
that clearly a moment ago, and that this secretary shall be elected by the 
General Conference as provided by the Discipline, simply changing the name 
in the Discipline—not changing the name—correlating it as has already 
been stated, these two items which conflicted and which would cause an over- 
lapping. The question raised yesterday, and which caused reference back 
to the committee, stands just as it did yesterday, only this difference is ad- 
justed at the hands of this committee. 


Dr. S. S. Houeu. I would like to be very clear beyond question. This 
is the greatest thing in this Church, and you can’t afford to rush thie throveh 
right now without understanding, or you will mix up this matter. We 
have agreed to proceed to the proposition to form a four-year program and 
to elect a Board of Administration. You have already said that that Board 
of Administration can, if it seems wise after putting this on the Church 
as a whole, elect a secretary to help carry out the whole program by this 
Church—these big things that you are taiking about. The Finance Com- 
mittee is simply the third item of that great report, and it deals with every 
department of this great work, which mears the work of all the boards and 
every member canvass, and all that. If your action rescinds that action and 
leaves this provision in the Finance Commission, that is, enlarges the pro- 
vision for the secretary there, and says that whoever shall be elected shall 
be the secretary of the whole board, then you take action that you didn’t 
want to take yesterday. Unless you have considered this on this side it is a 
question in my mind, if you are going to vote it through. You put it up 
to the Church this way, then you have elected a Board of Administration, 
and you now say you want to elect from the standpoint of this General 
Conference, a secretary for that great board. That is exactly what vou are 
saying now, and if you mean that, that is all right; but let’s be clear in 
what we are going to vote on here, and let it be understood that the func- 
tions of that secretary, whoever he shall be, shall cover all the activities that 
are contained in your great program which refers to all these plans for 
intensifying the work of the Church and for an increase of one hundred 
thousand members and an endowment of one million five hundred thousand. 
It refers to increasing the current expenses of all departments which were 
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under the Christian Stewardship until we can get a million dollars. That 
is the question before you. 

Tur Presipenr. The chair would like to ask President Good if there 
are not two recommendations in that report. ; 

PresipENt Goop. They are very closely related. One is simply rescinding, 
or reconsidering the proposition, or rescinding the action of having a pro- 
visional secretary of the board, and the second proposition is to have the 
secretary as already provided for in the Discipline. 

Tur Presipenr. Shall we adopt it item by item, or are you all agreed to 
rescinding the action of yesterday? Those in favor will show the hand. 
Those opposed, like sign. Yesterday’s action is rescinded. Now we have 
the second item. 

PresIpeNT Goop. The second item is “That the executive secretary pro- 
vided by the Discipline be the Secretary of the Board of Administration.” 

Calls for the question, 

Tur PRESIDENT. We are on the second item of this report. Those in 
favor of this will show the hand. Those opposed, a like sign. The items have 
both been voted and the report adopted. 

Dr. L. W. Sranu. I will call up now a motion that I made yesterday, 
to reconsider the report of the Board of Administration. 

Tur PRESIDENT. We have another order before us that is immediately 
following this report, the election of Church Treasurer, and you may proceed 
to prepare your ballots. 

Pror. H. H. Batsy. Is it not necessary for us to consider the report 
on Christian Stewardship? 

Tur PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the report of the Committee on 
Christian Stewardship. 


Secretary Hammack reads as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN. STEWARDSHIP. 

Change Discipline, Chapter XV., page 118, by substituting the following 
for the third paragraph, so that the paragraph will read: “It shall be the 
duty of each pastor to instruct his people regularly and systematically in 
regard to tithing, and to teach them that giving to the cause of God is not 
eptional with Christians, but that it is a duty commanded and emphasized 
of God, and that in planning the use of their incomes they should put God’s 
claims first, and that the amount of their giving is not optional with them 
until they have met God’s minimum, ‘the tithe. [Signed] Marx Keppe., 
Chairman; E. S. Nreupinc, Secretary.” 


The report was adopted. 

Tur Presmpenr. Now, prepare your ballots for General Church Treas- 
urer. Board of tellers to gather these ballots and to count them will be: 
M. L. Weekley, Mrs. O. E. Williams, J. H. Little, Ethel Carter, and Mr. 
La Verne Spafford. | 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. Mrs. Williams is not here. 

. Tur Presipent. As Mrs. Williams isn’t present, Mrs. George Walters 
will take her place; and we will add to that board of tellers, Judge R, H. 
Bennett. 

The ballots were then collected and the board of tellers retired to make 
the count for General Church Treasurer. 

THE PresipentT: A note has come to the platform, stating that the 
Nominating Committee finds it impossible to finish its businezs before Doctor 
Stahl makes a certain announcement. 

Dr. L. W. STAHL. JI made a motion the other day for the reconsideration 
of the Committee on Government of the report on a Board of Administration 
{ wish that motion could be taken up at this time. I do this in view of offer- 
ing an amendment changing the number of the board. The report was 
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adopted and I voted with the majority, and I move for a reconsideration. 
Seconded. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT. The matter is before us. 

Doctor StaHt. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the first item on 
the report, after the word “layman,” by inserting “for every fifty thousand 
members, or fraction thereof,’ from each Bishop’s district in the United 
States, to be elected by the General Conference. Then the whole item will 
read: “We recommend that the Commission on Finance be abolished, and 
that, in its stead, there be created a Board of Administration, consisting of 
the Bishops, ex-officio, and one minister and one layman for every fifty 
thousand members, or fraction thereof, from each Bishop’s district in the 
United States, to be elected by the General Conference.” 

Pror. H. H. BaisuH. I second the motion. 

Rey. M. Nicuorts. Would that increase the number? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would probably increase the number from the stronger 
conferences. 

Dr. J. T. Rogerts, of White River Conference. I desire to ask a question. 
Would there not be districts that would have no representation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Dr. A. R. CLIprpINGER. J would like to ask Doctor Stahl if he has figured 
out how many there will be in the aggregate. 

Doctor StauL. We did not have the numbers from each district, or the 
increase, that we could figure it out, but as near as we can approximate, it 
will make eleven or twelve from the estimates that we have before us. We 
don’t have the exact figures, brethren. 

Dr. W. O. Frirs. I move to amend the amendment so that the item will 
read, “The Board of Administration shall consist of twelve members, six 
ministers and six laymen, elected at large from the Church.” I want to say 
just a word, if that is seconded. 

Seconded by Doctor Huber. 

Doctor Frirs. I am not going to make a long speech; I never do. I 
think this is one of the most important boards this General Conference will 
elect. and I am fully convinced that we ought not to look at this section 
or that section of the Church, but ought to take into consideration. in making 
up this board, the whole denomination, and that we ought to select twelve 
men whose minds and hearts are big enough to give attention to every inter- 
est belonging to the entire denomination, without special regard to any par- 
ticular locality. That is the reason i make this amendment, and I hope it 

i vail. 
me ieboe WaASHINGER. I agree with the speaker, and I am very sure that 
we will make a mistake unless we do select the very best men in this 
Church on that committee. We will not have a repetition of anything that 
has been on during this General Conference if we do so, inasmuch ag that 
committee is to revort on the entire district, and our brethren, I think, have 
been doing that for a number of years in regard to this matter. A number 
of us have been thinking about this and suggesting it, and instead of piece- 
mealing the Discipline out to several committees, one committee working 
independent of the other committee, and coming in and reporting that which 
perhavs the other committee will report later, or perhaps has already re- 
ported, we will have a committee on the entire Discipline to come in with 
something definite—something definite in the way of plans and specifica- 
tions—just like a committee on church building—the building committee— 
which should have on it the best men of the Church, and should be selected 
from individuals all over the Church. Think this matter over. Pray it 
through. Think it through. For all our plans shall fail unless they are in 
line with light and love and power from above. And when they present 
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their report to the next session of the General Conference, it will have some- 
thing definite before it, and the General Conference will have the last guess. 
Then if the General Conference demands anything, or refers anything back 
to this committee, they will join everything up again, like an architect does 
when the building committee refers something back to the architect relative 
to the building. Just imagine a building committee with ten or twelve or 
fifteen architects on it, and then expecting them to come in, working inde- 
pendently, one of the other, and asking them to have everything joined up 
for the building when they meet the building committee. It is ridiculous, 
and I do hope that we will get down to business relative to the Discipline 
of this Church, instead of piecemealing it out for every General Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. As the chair understands, this test to which Bishop 
Washinger refers, is one of the functions of this Board of Administration, 
to which would also come the task of carrying out the four-year program. 
We are discussing the amendment that this board consist of six laymen and 
six ministers, to be chosen at large without reference to any particular 
district. : 


Dr. D. D. Lowery. It must be considered that when we are considering 
a matter like this, so vital to the Church, that you are not going to accom- 
plish the work of this quadrennium unless you have a thoroughly repre- 
sentative body of this denomination. Possibly there may be districts that 
don’t have the big men, I don’t know, but it does seem to me that we might 
be able to find just the man we want selected from these various Bishops’ 
districts, so that this important new feature that you are seeking to create 
here shall do the work of the Church during the next quadrennium—in the 
creation of this Board.of Administration—shall have a personnel that will 
be completely representative of this Church. After all, while I admit the 
strength of the argument to have men of influence and power and expert 
knowledge along some of these lines, it is just as important, if we expect to 
reach the heart of this Church, her membership, her pastors, her conference 
superintendents, to get right down to the solid business of the whole program, 
that you will not overlook the fact that to accomplish that, you need 
some people outside of Dayton, Ohio. [Laughter and applause.] 


PRESIDENT M. O. McLavucurtn. It seems to me that the committee, in 
recommending a minister and layman from each Bishop’s district, recom- 
mend the very wisest constitution of this board. Now, Mr. Chairman, a 
great deal of the work of this Board of Administration will be to direct the 
raising of this college endowment, and this increased money that has been 
asked and prayed for for the various church departments. I am going to sub- 
mit this, that I believe this Conference will recognize that if it should be— 
just for illustration—if it should be that this Conference would select ten 
or twelve—twelve you have provided for—twelve broad, intelligent men, we 
will say from the State of Iowa, or from the State of Kansas, or from any 
other one State—I believe that we have just as broad and intelligent men 
from any section of this Church as we do from any other—but grant it that 
they would be selected from one section, I say to you, in all deference to the 
ability of those men, it would be less possible for those men to realize the 
needs of Lebanon Valley College than the people back there in that confer- 
ence. And if they should all be selected from the East, it would be impos- 
sible for those men to realize the needs of Leander Clark College, and York 
College, and Kansas City University, as we recognize it out in this district 
The same argument applies to any part of the Church. I believe that the 
first provision is the very wisest provision that we can make for the con- 


stitution of this Board of Administration. [Applause.] | nia 
question, pp | T move the previous 
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BisHop KepuHart. May I ask a question as to Doctor Fries’ motion? I 
understood him to say twelve, six ministers and six laymen. Does he mean 
that that shall constitute the entire Board of Administration? 

Doctor Fries. No, Mr. Chairman; I simply referred to the twelve indi- 
viduals to be elected by the General Conference. The Bishops are already 
members. . 

Tur PRESIDENT. Those who desire to proceed with the consideration of 
this amendment, and what follows, before we receive those invitations from 
the various cities to entertain the next General Conference, will please stand. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson. I move the previous question. Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Doctor Staut. Is this on the amendment, or the amendment to the 


amendment? 
THE PRESIDENT. On the amendment to the amendment. 
The amendment did not prevail. . 


Tur PRESIDENT. We are now on the amendment, as offered by Doctor 
Stahl, that we have one minister and one layman, each for every fifty thou- 
gand members, or fraction thereof, from each Bishop’s district. Those in 
favor of this amendment, will show the hand. Those opposed, will show the 
hand. I am not able to determine. Those in favor, will stand up and be 
counted. 

Highty-nine stand. 

THE PRESIDENT. Those opposed, will please stand. 

Sixty-three stand. 

Typ PRESIDENT. The amendment is carried. Those in favor of adopting 
the report, as amended, will show the hand. Those opposed, will show the 
hand. The report of the Committee on Church Government as to the Board 
of Administration, as amended, is adopted. 

Rev. M. R. Barirncer. As the Nominating Committee wishes to complete 
its work at the noon hour, I would like to know how many this will need 
from each district. 

Tue Presipent. The president will ask the Bishops of the various dis- 
tricts to figure out this basis of representation. We will now have the special 
order. 

BrisHor WaAsHINGER. On behalf of Rev. Dr. Charles E. Fultz, pastor of 
our Memorial Church, Washington, D. C., and the members and friends of . 
his congregation; on behalf of the members of Pennsylvania annual confer- ° 
ence, twenty-four thousand strong, in the bounds of which conference our 
Memorial Church at Washington, D. €., is located; on behalf of one hundred 
and forty thousand United Brethren in the East Bishop’s District of our 
Church, I rise to ask that the next session of the General Conference of the 
United Brethren in Christ be held at Washington, D. C., the greatest city, 
representing the greatest people of the greatest nation the world has ever 
known—the dimple of the universe. [Applause.] 3 

Tue PresipENT. Are there other cities that desire to be named at this 
pen 
Ngan ced S. E. Suurt, of Michigan Conference. In behalf of several united 
organizations, whose letters I hold in my hand, and whose invitations I hold 
in my hand, I desire to present an invitation to you from the city of Detroit, 
signed by Mayor Oscar B. Marx, another signed by the chairman and secre- 
tary of the superintendents’ cabinet of Michigan Conference, and another 
from the pastor and official board of our Euclid Avenue United Brethren 
Church of Detroit. We also have an invitation from an organization in the 
city of Detroit, sending us a folder of the city. There are no liquor adver- 
tisements in it, I think. If there are, tear them out, for Michigan has taken 


m out of Detroit. a 
sie Presipent. Are there any other cities to be presented? 
K 
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Dr. J. E. SHANNON, of White River Conference. With the authority and 
endorsement of the Board of Trade and Chamber of Commerce, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and the Governor of the State of Indiana, 
and in behalf of all the United Brethren on the face of the earth who live 
in the State of Indiana—[Laughter.]—that is the truth—and with the invi- 
tation of Indiana Central University, and all of the different United Breth- 
ren churches in the city of Indianapolis and vicinity, we extend an invitation 
to the General Conference of 1921 through this committee from Indiana. 
[Applause. ] 


THE PRESIDENT. These various invitations will be handed to the sec- 
retary, who will place them in the hands of the secretary of the Board of 
Administration. Are there the names of other cities to be presented? 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. If you can’t find among all these places a place to go, 
we ask you to come to Philadelphia. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. With the thought of the next General Conference in 
mind, I have this resolution: 


In view of the very poor publicity that this General Conference has had, 
we instruct the trustees of the Printing Establishment and the agent of the 
same to examine carefully as to the wisdom of editing a daily paper for the 
next General Conference; and that the same be done providing that the. 
loss be not too great in the undertaking. [Signed] J. TT. POSTER ae. 
Warner, W. M. SLAuGHTER. 


Dr. L. W. Lurz. <A point of order. We passed that resolution a day or 
two ago, that we would have a publicity committee and that publicity com- 
mittee should be appointed during this session, and also for the next session. 

BrsHop Maruews, It will be announced in a short time. 

BisHop KrpHart. You have left out any reference to the Associated 
Press. It seers to me you ought to couple with it the idea of looking after 
the Associated Press. 

THE PRESIDENT, Will Doctor Foster accept the suggestion that the 
Church use the Associated Press? 

Docror Foster. In connection with this I will, if you refer it to a com- 
mittee. 

The one seconding the motion accepted it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, we are voting on the motion offered by Doctor 
Foster that the publication of a daily paper is recommended through the 
Publishing House Board. Those in favor will show the hand. Those opposed, 
a like sign. The motion prevails. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of Nebraska Conference, In view of the action taken 
a moment ago, I want to offer the following resolution: 


In view of the fact that representation on the Board of Administration 
has been fixed upon the numerical strength of the bishopic districts, I move 
that the apportionment of the general beneficences be authorized upon the 
same basis or per capita strength of the bishopric districts and annual con- 
ferences. [Signed] W. O. Jonres, Chairman; §S, ©. CALDWELL. 


Doctor Staut. I move that we amend by saying that distribution of 
the fund shall be on the same basis, 

Dr. W. O. JoNES. We are perfectly willing. 

BisHop Kepuart. Now listen what we are doing. Do you mean that in 
every section of the country that the money that is raised in the east or in 
the center of the Church, shall be limited in that measure to the work in the 
east, and not distributed at all to the great western sections of our territory? 
Is that what is intended? That is what your motion means, it seems to me. 

THE PRESIDENT. Not on the distribution. : 


» 
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on pe an I. J. Goop. I move the whole matter of Brother Jones be 
abled. 

Seconded. 

The resolution was tabled. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. I move that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Dr. J. E. Four. Could you let this little resolution be heard? 

Tue PRESIDENT. Will you hear Doctor Fout’s resolution? 

Rey. J. H. Durron. I have a matter; it will only take a minute. 

Tue PRESIDENT. The chair cannot entertain it. All in favor of adjourn- 
ing, show the hand. We are adjourned. 

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. J. C. Bremer, of the Ohio 
German Conference; and the Conference stood adjourned until two o’clock P.M. 





NINTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Sarurpay, May 19, 1917. 

The ninth day, afternoon session, of the General Conference convened 
at two o’clock, Bishop Mathews presiding. 

Tae PRESIDENT. The Conference will please come to order. We will pro- 
ceed with the business of the Conference. 

Secrerary Hammack. Turn to your Discipline, page 125, Article V., 
“Duties of the Board of Control.” I want to move that the third line from 
the bottom of Article V., in that sixth chapter, page 125, the word “appoint” 
shall be substituted for the word “nominate,” which shall read as follows: 
“Tt shall also have power, in conjunction with the Bishop of the district, 
to appoint persons for conference superintendents in’ conferences where said 
superintendents are supported in part by the board.” I so move. 

THe PRESIDENT. Is there a second? 

Seconded by D. O. Fout, of Virginia Conference. 

After several delegates had spoken on this motion, the question was 
called for. ; 

THe PRESIDENT. Those favoring adoption of this will lift the hand. 
Those opposed, a like sign. It does not prevail. 

Rey. A. J. Securisr, of Virginia Conference. I have a motion to make. 
T move that the editor of the Discivline. whoever he may he, be instructed 
to divide Question 4, Part Il., Chapter IV., Section I., on page 19, into two - 
separate questions. Shall I explain? 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Rey. A. J. Securisr. As it reads now, “Are you willing to be governed 
by our Church Discipline, and will you contribute to the support of the 
gospel as God prospers you?” One question is in the present, the other is in 
the future. You can’t answer them both with one or two words—with one 
answer. Therefore, I think they ought to be separated and made into two 
separate questions. I have it written out, and it is signed by myself and 
Professor Ruebush. 

Calls for the question. 


The motion prevailed. 
J. B. Ware, of West Virginia Conference. I have a resolution: “Resolved. 


That all recommendations of the Board of Administration proposing changes 
in the Discipline, or formulating rules for church government, be printed 
and mailed to each delegate elected to the next General Conference, at least 
thirty days before the convening of such Conference. [Signed] J. Bhacknurn 
Ware, F. G. RADABAUGH.” 

The resolution was adopted. ; 

Brsuwop WEEKLEY. I move that Drs. J. M. Phillippi, H. F. Shupe, and 
J. W. Owen, who have been at this table since the Conference has been in 


nM ‘ 
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session, be constituted a committee to edit the new Discipline, and of course, 
it will be published by our own House. 
“ The motion prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT. These three persons are to edit the Discipline. 

J. H. Lirtir, of Kansas Conference. Has the vote for treasurer been 
announced? 

Tur Presipent. Will the secretary announce the result of the vote for 
treasurer? 

SECRETARY HaMMAcCK. We have the reports of the boards of tellers for 
the following: : 


SECOND BALLOT FOR THE NINTH DIRECTOR OF BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





Testa oe OSIUITT Aart who eas Seca Beg ates 2) ON CoB Gir a wer Werk beer egree sia eee 4 
Je APEC OV.ES Nc used oni ea oe eee GATE BS AIS CON GU Ge hat rea cele Sean 10 
VISSEC oe DT UNICY weet, sph ty aeeer erent Corea BU Ges Mis? Ebay lse.t et aac ayer cee Pia oc 
Ree. Butter wick. se ee ee LO.) JA Roberts tao eee 3 
GER SS Elerselieet os eons eae a oie 64 

Ra O-SBonebralvent cme. sce ee 33.6 MEOLALTVOLe -Casthn: -:ic ie Gee aie see 186 


THE PRESIDENT. Rev. C.. E. Heisel, of Kansas Conference, having re- 
ceived the highest vote, is elected as a director of the Bonebrake Theological 
Seminary. Those elected on this board are: W. O. Fries, A. W. Drury, A. A. 
Moore, J. W. Lilly, I. E. Runk, J. L. Senseny, Charles J. Hall, J. H. Harris, 
and C. BE. Heisel. 


Trustees for Otterbein Home, to be elected for a twelve-year term. Vote 
for three. 


BALLOT FOR TRUSTEES FOR OTTERBEIN HOME, 


Bishop G. M. Mathews........... 113) AE Gang hbawin tere eee ae 
Bishop - W.-M. Weekley... ....... 112° Mirsy Ey ReSiartords a aaa 9 96 
Hon. James M. Cox, Governor Ts AS RAGGTCS 5 Sx ase eee sl 
OERONIOM Braye tre sete ee eee 151 
To be elected for an eight-year term. Vote for one only. 
CPMELWaenerd: tyme Oe kee ee 1039 “Wee Cochran’: oe il 
Mrg=A oAs Moore ass ce hee 90 


[Signed] Mark Krprer, Chairman. 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, and 
James M. Cox for twelve-year terms, and C. M. Wagner for an eight-year term. 

SECRETARY HAmMMacK. Trustees of Printing Establishment. Vote for 
nine. Five must be from Ohio, three of whom shall be from Dayton or 
vicinity. 


BALLOT FOR TRUSTEES OF PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT, 


Hons Jayde eComani a eee ce Lit W,. Bo Wristhgers oo tee ee 56 
AT SDV ANE LOIMULT You eet tere en aoe ore ene ae 174. Di WesBOvees os: G6, tee ie 56 
Pee CaMmpcnn Ghee, See ee iif. Charles Minnieh 000s oe bo 
Los oS Rend 8 Eel BUSTIN CLS, Sheets oe el 1240 OW. Ot ee 47 
GA am bertss ener ee 140); ALE Rodses.25.as 6 oe ee 57 
Te. C5 Weimer’: 4 eee 2 128)... Joseph: Richarc... .. seen rare 
Hon PAV, S pKrel dei sree aie J14: A. Re Clippipgen.«:2 2. soe 9 
Walliaml=H.. Casse lc gana eens LOS Ge WEITER eye cs nace once eee if 
ewes ey lUV.LOTy.. 0. Be weep eee 133 —_—— 
ASSESS SUINTW NRT ae py RP RIS a ony (4. sVotals Vote Gastar. haces nee 206 
CoB Pletcher s.2c 00: emer te dit. “Necessary: to.celeck.» can seceee oe 104 
Eon sured Pa Geibai een 77 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected as trustees of the Printing Establish- | 
ment: Jay M. Cogan, A, W. Drury, P. M. Camp, R. H. Bennett, G. A. Lam- 
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bert, L. C. Weimer, A. 8. Kreider, William H. Cassel, and J. A. Lyter. (The 
first four for eight years, under the resolution adopted.) 

SEcRETARBY Hammack. We have now the result of the ballot on your 
Church Treasurer: 


BALLOT FOR CHURCH TREASURER. 


Bhs Lapa ITE cao 1g Ste ne SiGe ete oho toe IAG DMCS Ab holed arch coher ee cam eee ye 2 
1 vn NE 15 0D ee cn ee EIS ean nee Seline abd Ohara Gees wa trea sier dee star ssRatees 2 
CP VODO TES 10. cep oat coat seen SS SMe TT mi AON) Cal ecseiiawete ats iecisteretarncta eho 6 
VIE Ep DELW SOMES cane oos saeueinenes + See ke ES BIN GUNTIN e o. o ai tetiatiaus) oa, tokt eee Re Loy 14 
rer lll EGC a aces or ~ x vva tars hag ces sis las Te AS a ace EAC CL p tse toeuckensinueete sectors 5 16 
=r de) RIO 5 Ne ieee ds errata eae os Cee Hace HERAT YE SOM t Zine onveteid. « sia] sera uetarme tates 50 
GHaAvICS AVM c.. 5 sys ncuestoutrets mare dy has ORSWETIOr so. Live sc amrotne coeuees 98 
TESIZey 0 RIM i legit S40 oe a eee ee en eae 1 S35 
Nea mall TL TAT AROIK 5). hiss mosis cue, lee ee 2 POPE OLECAStN a sha te elers aves: stecerans 204 
eH ME POW WARGO. a. tek a. de oierlt ae bee 2 Néeessary to choice............ 102 
Nia CATS ONTE Sf. cans accor fe obshal temas = 2 


Tur PRESIDENT. No one having received a majority, there is no election, 
and you will again prepare your ballots. Will the same tellers come forward? 

THe PRESIDENT, The secretary will read the tellers. 

Srcrerary Lyver. The board of tellers is as follows: M. L. Weekley, 
Mrs. George Walters, J. H. Little, Ethel Carter, La Verne Spafford, R. H. 
Bennett, Rev. J. H. Brunk. 

Tue PresipeNtT. You will vote for Church Treasurer, and the tellers will 
gather up the ballots as soon as they can get them. 

The ballots were collected and the board of tellers retired to make the 
count for Church Treasurer. 

BisHor WEEKLEY. I move that Drs. W. R. Funk, W. O. Fries, and C. I. B. 
Brane be appointed a committee to audit the proceedings of this General 
Conference. : 

The motion was adopted. 

Brsuop Four. It seems that we have no committee on formulas. It must 
be clear to all those who have to do with our formulas that some of them 
need revision. I refer especially to our formula on the Consecration of 
Deaconesses. And in the second place we need a formula on the reception 
of children into the Church. I would like to move that a committee be ap- 
pointed. Now, let me preface this motion with a statement. It may be that 
this Board of Administration will have this matter to deal with. I there- 
fore offer the following: 

Resolved, (1) That a committee be appointed to prepare a suitable 
formula for the reception of children jnto the membership of the Church, 
the same to appear in the new Discipline. : 

(2) That the same committee be authorized to revise the formula on 
the Consecration of Deaconesses, relating it more perfectly to its purposes. 
[Signed] H. H. Four. : 

The resolution was adopted. : 

Dr. J. E. Four, of Sandusky Conference, Business Manager of Bonebrake 
Seminary. I have a resolution to offer: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair to report 
this afternoon on the number of trustees for Bonebrake Seminary. [Signed] 
J. BE. Four, Chairman; J. S. KENDALL, Secretary. 

The board passed a resolution at Dayton, Ohio. Their report has not 
peen received, and I don’t know whether they have this in their report. It 
would seem to, me that it ought to be revised, so that the Bishops of the 
Church would be members of that board. If you leave it as it is, they are 
not. Your charter calls for nine, and you have elected nine, but your Dis- 
cipline provides that the Board of Bishops shall be ex-officio members, and 
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they have exercised the right of voting power; and then there is a provision 
that you may elect three-at-large, which is a direct violation of the charter, 
and I suggest that the charter be brought in harmony with your Discipline. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready? Those favoring the motion will lift 
the hand. Those opposed, by like sign. It prevails. I think I will be per- 
mitted to announce a committee. That committee will consist of: H. M. 
Whitcraft, Fred P. Geib, and A. A. Maysilles. We are ready to consider the 
report of Christian Endeavor, if you are’ ready. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. We have the ballots for the election of five boards. 
I think we ought to dispose of these. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will proceed with the ballots. We will ballot for 
directors of the Foreign Missionary Society. The board of tellers for this 
ballot will be: Alexander Anderson, J. G. Huber, A. J, Sechrist, H. W. 
Widdoes, and H. R. Hess. You will vote for six members of the Foreign 
Missionary Society. 

E. L. Suury. I rise to a question of privilege. I notice my name on this 
list of candidates, and I suggest that it be withdrawn and the place be filled 
before you ballot. It will be impossible for me to serve. 

THE PRESIDENT. The tellers will gather up the ballots as rapidly as 
possible. : 

The tellers retired to count the ballot for Foreign Missionary Society 
Directors, : 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. I have the report of the Committee on State of the 
Church. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is thought best if you will first vote upon some of 
these other boards, and then I will call for the report on Christian Endeavor, 
which has the precedence. The secretary will please distribute the ballot 
for Home Mission Board, and the board of tellers will be: W. O. Good, W. M. 
Slaughter, A. H. Roose, N. P. France, and EB. V. Cavanaugh. 


SECRETARY HAMMACK. Here’are the ballots for Board of Church Trustees. 

THE PRESIDENT. Please distribute the ballots for Church Board of 
Trustees; and you will prepare your ballots for same. 

SEcRETARY HamMack. I can announce the result of the election of 
Treasurer: 


BALLOT FOR CHURCH TREASURER. 


DS ena y cute: eens tear: J Wen OAATSD aC ht oir ee teme eee 3 
Cr Wihitney.ro "sch eee ee eee eras Loi Sa By Macedon. sot ee eee 4 
| lies OME GrSGU Eh ool Bore ee A tee LE So NCU ig ic oan a ee eee 7 
IES UAE. ate nar Rates Ce Meise Le) Harrys Ponty 2. an ee ene 69 
Fe LON Pye he haa eRe De Ou Millers 7.) a aes eee 99 
DeseV ttl ech eee amen are 1 Wotal’ vote: castic, «tes ne meee 190 
Wee EiGilline bam s wagers nee 2 Necessary to. elections oan 96 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected L. O. Miller as your General Church 
Treasurer. . The tellers for the ballot for Board of Church Trustees «ill be: 
E. FE. Millard, J-C. Warner, J. T. Roberts, J. J. Funk, Mrs. O. E. Williams, 
and V. H. Miller. The tellers will proceed to distribute the ballots for trustees 
of Quincy Orphanage and Home. 

Rey. W. V. BarNuART, of Allegheny Conference. The ballots that are 
before us for Quincy Orphanage—the point is here according to the charter 
of the Quincy Orphanage and Home, the trustees are divided into three 
groups of twelve years each. In the conferences of the east district they are 
distributed through the years, the Pennsylvania Conference, the Virginia Con- 
ference, the Hast Pennsylvania Conference, They have their portion of 
delegates running through to 1921 and 1925. The five trustees to be elected 
at this Conference to serve for the next twelve years, fall three to Allegheny 
one to Hrie, one to Kast Pnnsylvania, according to the former rule. There- 
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fore, Mr. Chairman, I move you that the rules be suspended this afternoon, 
and the secretary cast the ballot for Dr. J. S. Fulton, Rev. J. W. Wilson, and 
M. H. Meyers, of Allegheny, Rev. Russell Showers, of Hrie, and Dr. H. E. 
Miller, of East Pennsylvania Conference. 

Seconded. : 

Dr. M. R. Batitincer. This is a particular term as stated in order to 
meet the conditions of their charter. This same thing was done four years 
ago at Decatur; I understood the rule was suspended and the secretary cast 
the ballot for the parties named, and they were declared elected. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. We have the ballots for Board of Control of Sun- 
day School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. 

THE PRESIDENT. You will prepare your ballots for Board of Control of 
Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. The tellers will be: 
George Geiger, Mrs. R. J. White, J. A. Dick, V. W. Overton, and J. W. Lake. 

SEcRETARY HamMack. The Committee on Correspondence reports letters 
sent to Mrs, E. A. Sawdy, Woodland, Mich.; Mrs. U. M. Roby, New Phila- 
delphia, Ohio; Mrs. Samuel F. Engle, Palmyra, Pa.; Mrs. Matt Edmonds, 
McLouth, Kansas. These letters are as follows: 


: Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Mrs. E. A. Sawdy, Woodland, Mich. 

DeaR Mrs. Sawpy: The General Conference feels a great loss in the 
departure of your faithful husband. 

His willing devotion of his Christian spirit and ability to the interests of 
the general denomination is recognized and greatly appreciated. 

In the memorial services Friday afternoon, Mr. Sawdy’s name was men- 
tioned in the most tender and appreciative manner. His spotless character 
and his devoted spirit of service must be a source of strength and comfort 
to you. 

"We pray that, as members of the General Conference, we may emulate 
his character, and that God’s grace and power may cheer and comfort you. 
Very truly yours, Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] M. 0. McLaueurin, 
Secretary. 

Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Mrs. U..M. Roby, New Philadelphia, Ohio. : 

Dear Mrs. Rosy: Friday afternoon, at the General Conference memorial 
services, Dr. J. S. Kendall paid a beautiful tribute to the memory of your 
devoted husband. 

Brother Roby’s vision, his preparation to meet that vision, and the 
achievements of his life, are recognized by this Conference to have been ex- 
traordinary indeed. 

Doctor Kendall called attention to the fact that Brother Roby spent nine 
years of preparation for nine years of work, and that he accomplished in 
these nine years of labor more than the ordinary man does in a lifetime. 

May the presence of Christ, who said, “Lo, I am with you always,” be 
consciously known and appreciated by you. May you know, in your heart’s 
experience, “that all things work together for good to them that love the 
Lord.” Sincerely yours, Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] M. 0. 
MoLauGcuHuiin, Secretary. 

Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Mrs. Samuel F, Engle, Palmyra, Pennsylvania. : 

Dear Mrs. HNGLE: The General Conference recognizes the loss of a distin- 
guished man of God in the departure of your husband. ; 

His business ability, his devoted service to the Church, and his self-sacri- 
ficing Christian spirit were such as to mark him as one of the Lord’s noble- 


men. 
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The General Conference prays that a double portion of God’s strength, 
grace, and love may rest upon you, all the days of your life. Very truly yours, 
Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] M. O. McLavueHLin, Secretary. 


Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Mrs. Matt Edmonds, McLouth, Kansas. 

Dear Mrs. Epmonps: At the General Conference Memorial Services 
yesterday afternoon, a: beautiful tribute to your husband was paid by Rev. 
Mr. Testerman, and by the presiding Bishop, H. H. Fout. 

It appears that Senator Edmonds was a member of the General Confer- 
ence, when lay delegates were first recognized, and has been in attendance 
at every conference since that time, until his translation. 

We recognize him as having been a friend to man, a friend to the United 
Brethren Church, and a friend of God. 

His loss to us is that of a statesman, a business man, and a noble Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

May the memory of his faithful life, and the ever-present sustaining 
influence of God’s grace strengthen you throughout life’s pilgrimage. Very 
truly yours, Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] M. 0. McoLaveuuin, 
Secretary. 


SECRETARY HaMMACK. Communications have also been sent by the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence, to Mrs. M. W. Smeltzer, Carlisle, Wyoming; Rev. 
D. Berger, D.D., Dayton, Ohio; Rev. A. A. Keiser, Detroit, Mich.; and Ladies’ 
Aid Society, Beach, N. D. The following are the letters sent: 


Wichita, Kansas, May 10, 1917. 
Mrs. M. W. Smeltzer, Carlisle, Wyoming. 

Dear Mrs.. SMELTzZER: The General Conference desires to thank you 
and your society for your courteous and inspiring telegram. The Church 
owes much to the consecrated labors of the women of the denomination. Your 
message shows that your interest in the General Church program and your 
courage in service, is beyond the average, and we appreciate your heroic 
devotion. 

May God’s richest blessings attend all your endeavors. Very truly yours, 
Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] S. C, Enck, Chairman; M. O. 
McLavuGHLIN. 

Wichita, Kansas, May 11, 1917. 
Rev. D. Berger, D.D., Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST: The General Conference acknowledges with 
pleasure your valued letter. 

You will be gratified to know that the reports of our beloved Bishops 
show marked increase along all lines of Church growth and activity during 
the past quadrennium. We are deeply conscious of the fact that the present 
inspiring and hopeful outlook for our denomination, is in large measure made 
possible by the wise foundations laid by you and your esteemed contempo- 
raries who, for so many years, guided the course of our church life under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Our united prayers ascend for your health and happiness. May God 
give you a foretaste, even in this life, of the glorious reward we know to be 
yours in the life beyond. Sincerely and fraternally, Committee on Corre- 
spondence. [Signed] S. C. ENcK, Chairman; M. O. McLaveutin, Secretary. 


NIGHT LETTER, 


Wichita, Kansas, May 15, 1917. 
Rev. A. A. Keiser, 246 Seward Ave., Detroit, Mich, 

DEAR BrorHer: On motion of S. B. Shull, of Michigan Conference, you 
are directed to bear our greetings to the Radical General Conference of the | 
Radical United Brethren Church, now in session at Kitchener, Ontario, and 
to express to them by word and work, our sincere desire that the most 
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cordial relations possible for sister denominations, may be promoted between 
us. Committee on Correspondence. [Signed] M. O. McLaueutin, Secretary, 


Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Beach, N. D. 

DEAR SISTERS IN CHRIST: The General Conference gladly receives your 
courteous telegram. 

With such thoughtful and faithful servants as you in the growing North- 
west, the United Brethren should have a large share in the soul-saving and 
church-building work there, in the coming years. 

We wish you every success in your worthy endeavors, and pray God’s 
richest blessing upon you, individually and collectively. Committee on Cor- 
respondence. [Signed] M. O. McLateutin, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. This announcement will become a part of the proceed- 
ings and the records of the Conference. 

BisHorp Howarp. It seems that in the division of conferences between 
the Northwest District and the Southwest District, that there is an uneven 
division, so in order to have equality, I move you that the Iowa Conference 
be detached from the Northwest District and placed with those conferences 
in the Southwest District. I think that will make nine. 

Seconded, by Rey. J. C. H. Light, of Iowa State Conference. 

The motion prevailed. 

E. L. SHury. Can you receive the report of the Committee on Station- 
ing the Bishops? . 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

E. L. SHury. The committee desires to say that at least one committee 
in this conference is absolutely unanimous, had no differences of any kind, 
and no previous questions. They were agreed from beginning to end. 


For the East District—Bishop W. M. Bell. 
Central District—Bishop G. M. Mathews. 
Northwest District—Bishop H. H. Fout. 
Southwest District—Bishop C. J. Kephart. 
Pacific District—Bishop W. H. Washinger. 


[Applause. ] [Signed] M. R. Baxiinerr, Chairman. 
BisHop KEPHART. I have a paper I would like to present, if you please: 


In AS MuCH As the Home Mission Board is at this time contributing to 
the salaries of more than three-fifths of the pastors of Colorado Conference, 
and is also contributing largely to the salary of the conference superin- 
tendent; and, in as much as the territory of the New Mexico Mission Con- 
ference is contiguous to that of the Colorado Conference: 

THEREFORE, it is the judgment of the delegates from Colorado that the 
Colorado ‘Conference should be made a mission conference; and also the 
judgment of the delegates of the two conferences that the Colorado Conference 
and the New Mexico Conference may to advantage be operated under one 
superintendent. [Signed] A. J. SPRINGSTON, W. E. McCormicx, R. Hauser, 
O. A. Smiru—the delegates of these two conferences. And if it is the pleas- 
ure of the Conference, I wish the resolution might be passed so that Colorado 
Conference should be made a mission conference, with the understanding 
that the two conferences might be operated under one superintendent. I so 


move. 


Seconded. 

The motion was adopted. ; 

Pror. H. H. Batsu, of Allegheny Conference. Several resolutions have 
been adopted during the sessions of the Conference which I belleve will be 
misunderstood unless we say something additional, and I haye therefore pre- 
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pared a-resolution which I wish to offer at this time. I think it is unneces- 
ary to make any comments on this. 


WHEREAS, the Imperial German Government has by its utter disregard of 
international law, during the present war, alienated neutral opinion and 
finally forced the United States into the conflict, and 

WuerrEas, the cause of democracy and national liberty demands that 
the principles for which our government is contending be fought to a success- 
ful issue, THEREFORE, BE IT, 

Resclved: 1. That we pledge to President Wilson and the national Con- 
gress our hearty support of any measures they may find it necessary to adopt 
in order to win this war; 

2. That, while the cost of the war, in both men ard money, will probably 
be heavy, we stand ready to bear our full share of this cost; 

3. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to President Wilson by the 
secretary of this General Conference. [Signed] H. H. Bartsu, Chairman; 
Marx Kepprt, Secretary. : 


The resolution was adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. The chairman of the Committee on Federation and 
Church Union has brought a report, and Mr. F. P. Geib will read this report. 

Fred P. Geib read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION AND CHURCH UNION. 
Wuereas, The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America has 
transmitted to this Conference statements of its plans and purposes for the 
future, and has requested formal action thereon, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That this Conference hereby approves and endorses the plans 
and purposes of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
[Signed] A. E. Wricut, Chairman; Frep P. Gere, Secretary. 


Frep P. Gris. Our second report is as follows, from the Committee on 
Church Federation and Church Union: 


REPORT’ OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION AND CHURCH UNION. 

WHEREAS, Our denomination has for the past quadrennium been one of 
the constituent bodies of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, and has contributed three hundred dollars annually to aid in defray- 
ing the expenses of that organization, and, 

WHEREAS, Our denomination desires to continue its relations with the 
said Federal Council during the coming quadrennium, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That three hundred dollars per year for the coming quadren- 
nium be appropriated, and are hereby appropriated, to aid in defraying the 
expenses of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and 
that the General Church Treasurer be. and he hereby is. directed to nav the 
same to the treasurer of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 


America, annually. [Signed] A. B, Wricut, Chairman; Frep P. Gris, Secre- 
tary. ‘ 


THE PRESIDENT. What will you do with this report, brethren? 

Rev. J. A. BLICKENSTAFT, of Michigan Conference. I move to adopt it. 

Seconded by Rey. W. L. Childress. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is understcod there are two reports. All-in favor 
of the adoption of both reports will lift the hand. Opposed, like sign. 

Both reports are adopted. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. The Committee on Correspondence reports that 
it has sent letters to the following parties: Rev. J. H. Snyder, D.D., Stuart, 


Florida; Rev. Z. A, Colestock, D.D., Quincy, Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Bishop 
T, C. Carter, Chattanooga, Tennessee. ee 
THe PRESENT, These will be noted, 
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Said letters are as follows: 


: 3 Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Rey. J. H. Snyper, D.D., Stuart, Florida. 

DEAR BROTHER SNypDER: The General Conference directs me to send you 
greetings. 

We pray God’s blessings upon you and your faithful companion. May 
his grace be sufficient for your every need and trial. May the Healing Physi- 
cian attend and bless Mrs. Snyder during her illness. 

Inasmuch as you were the faithful secretary of this body for thirty-two 
years, the General Conference misses you greatly, and desires to express to 
you its highest appreciation of the noble, self-sacrificing service you have 
rendered the denomination. Faithfully yours, [Signed] ComMMITTEE ON Cor- 
RESPONDENCE, M. O. McLAUGHLIN, Secretary. 


Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Rey. Z. A. Colestock, D.D., Quincy, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Broruer: In grateful recognition of the priceless service you have 
rendered the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, throughout your long 
and faithful life, the General Conference desires to express its appreciation of 
your heroic achievements, and prays God’s continued blessings upon you. 
Very truly yours, [Signed] Commirrer oN CorresPpoNDENCE, M. O. McLAven- 
LIN, Secretary. 


Wichita, Kansas, May 19, 1917. 
Mrs. Bishop T. C. Carter, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Drar Mrs. Carrrr: At the Conference memorial service. Fridav after- 
noon, Bishop G. M. Mathews and Doctor Paul spoke in the most tender man- 
ner concerning the noble life and faithful achievements of Bishop Carter. 

The General Conference recognizes the loss of a man of great nower, 
royal spirit, and tremendous influence in the person of your beloved husband. 

We sympathize with you most sincerely in your bereavement, and pray 
that much of God’s grace and sustaining power may be yours. Very truly 
yours, [Signed] CoMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE, M. O. McLAUGHLIN, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the report on Christian En- 


deavor. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 

We, your Committee on Christian Endeavor, beg leave to submit the 
following: ; 

In harmony with the denominational four-year program proposed, we 
wish to suggest that the following Christian Endeavor goals be adonte1d as the 
contributicn our Junior, Intermediate, and Senior Christian Endeavorers 
should strive to make toward the realization of these denominational goals. 

1. A twenty-five per cent. increase in number of societies and mem-~ 


bership. ; ; , y 
9. Five thousand tithers enrolled, thus to help realize the financial 


me Five hundred Life Work Recruits who will enter our schools for 
preparation. Each conference union doing something to raise scholarship 
funds and local societies helping their own recruits to get an education. — 
4. Students in Personal Efficiency in every locality. 
5. Seven thousand Comrades of the Quiet Hour—young peovle who will 
pray for the success of the four-year program. [Signed] J. G. Huper, A. L. 


SPAFFORD. 


Rev. W. L. Cumpress. I move its adoption, 
The report was adopted, 
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A. L. Sparrorp. This is only part of the report. 

Rev. O. T. DEEVER. There is no need of reading all the Model Constitu- 
tion. There are only a few changes made, and the secretary of the com- 
mittee, A. L. Spafford, can indicate the changes. 

A. L. SpaFrorD. On page 104, of the Discipline, the star after “name” 
and the note at the bottom have been stricken out. 

Proressor Barisu. If the secretary and the committee recommend this as 
a model for the Young People’s Society, I believe we would prefer to adopt it. 
I move its adoption. Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready? Those favoring adoption of this will 
lift the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It is adopted. 


MODEL CONSTITUTION FOR A YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 


ARTICLE I, 
Name. 
This society shall be called the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavorsofire sa.cm.co eee United. Brethren Churchiok * 2. 420.2525. oe oe 
*(Insert name of church and place.) 


ARTICLE II. 
Object. 


It shall be the object of this society to promote an earnest Christian 
life among its members, to increase their mutual acquaintance, to make them 
more usefu! in the service of God, to promote loyalty to the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, to study its life and interests, and to seek in 
every proper way to assist in the growth of both the local church and the 
denomination at large, as our particular part of God’s Zion. 


ARTICLE III. 
Membership. 


1. The members shall consist of three classes, Active, Associate, and 
Honorary. 

2. Active Members—The active members of this society shall consist of 
the pastor and all Christian young people who sincerely desire to accomplish 
the object above specified. Voting powers shall be vested only in the active 
members. 

3. Associate Members—All young persons of worthy character who have 
not as yet publicly professed their faith in Christ, may become associate 
members of this society. They shall have the special prayers and sympathy 
of the active members. It is expected that all associate members will regu- 
larly attend the prayer-meetings and that they will in time become active 
members. 

4. Honorary or Affiliated Members—Persons who for any reason cannot 
assume the duties of active membership, but who are interested in the 
society, and desire to promote its welfare, may become honorary members. 
Honorary members are expected to support the society financially and other- 
wise.. 

5. These different persons shall become members upon election by the 
society. 

ARTICLE IY. 
Officers and Committees. d 

ae The officers of this society shall be a president, a vice-president, a 
recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, and a treasurer, all of whom. 


shall be chosen from the active members of the society. The president should 
be a member of the United Brethren Church, 
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2. HLxecutive Committee—This committee shall consist of the pastor of 
the church, the officers of the society, the chairmen of the various committees, 
and the Junior and Intermediate superintendents. All matters requiring 
debate may be brought first before this committee. 

3. Other Committees—There shall’ be appointed from the active mem- 
bership such committees as shall be necessary to carry on the work of the 
society, these committees to be selected from the list suggested in the by- 
laws. 


ARTICLE V. 
Duties of Officers. 

1. President—The president of the society shall perform the duties usu- 
ally pertaining to that office. He shall have general oversight of the inter- 
ests of the society, and it shall be his care to see that the different com- 
mittees perform the duties devolving upon them. WHe shall make a report 
of the work of the society at each session of the quarterly conference or 
official board. 

2. Vice-President—The vice-president shall assist the president in pro- 
moting the interest of the society and shall perform the duties of the 
president in his absence. ; 

3. Recording Secretary—The recording secretary shall keep a record of 
the members, and correct it from time to time, as may be necessary; shall 
obtain the signature of each newly-elected member to the pledge; shall cor- 
respond with absent. members, and inform them of their standing in the 
society; shall keep correct minutes of all business meetings of the society, 
and shall notify all persons elected to office or to committees, in writing, if 
necessary. 

4. Corresponding Secretury—The corresponding secretary shall keep the 
local society in communication with the superintendent of the Department 
of Young People’s Work, and with other local societies, and shall present to 
his own society such matters of interest as may come from the Department 
of Young People’s Work, or from the conference union, or from other Chris- 
tian sources. He shall also report to the.General Secretary of Young Peo- 
ple’s Work the number of persons who have adopted the Christian Steward- 
ship plan, the Comrades of the Quiet Hour, and Life Work Recruits. This 
office shall be permanent, and the name shall be forwarded to the corres- 
ponding secretary of the conference union, and then to the General Secre- 
tary of the Department of Young People’s Work, at Dayton, Ohio. 


ARTICLE Vf. 
The Prayer-Meeting. 


1. All the active members shall be present at every meeting, unless de- 
tained by some absolute necessity, and each active member shall take some 
part, however slight, in every meeting. To the above all the active members 
shall pledge themselves, understanding by “absolute necessity” some reason 
for absence which can conscientiously be given to their Master, Jesus Christ. 

2. Once each month a consecration or covenant meeting shall be held, 
at which each active member shall renew his vows of consecration. 

2 At each consecration meeting the roll shall be called, or some other 
effective method of making the record may be employed, and the responses 
of the active members who are present shall be considered a renewed ex- 
pression of allegiance to Christ. It is expected that if any one is obliged to 
be absent from this meeting, he will send a message, or at least a verse of 
Scripture, to be read in response to his name at the roll-call. ; 

4. If any active member of this society is absent from this monthly 
meeting and fails to send a message, the lookout committee is expected to 
take the name of such a one, and in a kind and brotherly spirit, ascertain 
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the reason for the absence. If an active member of the society is absent and 
unexcused from three consecutive monthly meetings, his name may fe 
stricken from the list of members, on the approval of the executive com- 
mittee. 

5. The lookout committee shall present to all candidates for member- 
ship the following, or some other form of the Christian Endeavor pledge, to 
be signed. 

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for sirength, I promise him that I 
will strive to do whatever he would have me do. I will make it the rule of 
my life to pray and read the Bible, to support the work and worship of my 
church, and take my part in the meetings and other activities of this society. 
These things I will do unless hindered by conscientious reasons; and in 
them all I will seek the Saviors guidance. 

[STS CAT asa Re ices os ep ae gee 


ARTICLE VII. 
Business Meetings and Hlections. : 
1. Business meetings may be held monthly on an evening designated by 
the society, or at any other time upon call of the president. 
2. An election of officers and committees shall be held annually (or semi- 


annually, as may be thought best). Names may be proposed by a nominat- 
ing committee appointed by the president. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
Relation to the Church. 
1. This society shall at no time adopt any rule or practice contrary to 
the Discipline and usages of the United Brethren Church. ’ 
2, This"society shall? be -auxiliary = tocvne saccn seit eee 


Conference Branch Christian Endeavor Union of the United Brethren in 
Christ. 


ARTICLE IX. 
Finances. 

1. This society shall pay annually to the conference union treasury, 
as dues, such sum as may be determined by the conference union. It shall 
also collect from each Junior and Intermediate society, annual dues. The 
annual dues should be forwarded by the treasurer, on order, to the treasurer 
of the conference union. The amounts are due the first of January each 
year, and should be paid during that month. : 

2. This society shall help in raising the benevolence budget of the local 


church and shall co-operate with any financial enterprise of the conferenc 
union. : 


3. This society should take a free-will offering for the department of 
Young People’s Work on Young People’s Anniversary Day. 
ARTICLE X. 
Amendments. 


This constitution may’ be amended at any regular meeting by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present, a week’s notice having been given; 
provided that Article II. and Article IX. shall not be: changed. 


BY-LAWS. 
ARTICLE I. 
Meetings. 


1. Regular Meetings—This society shall hold a meeting on............ 
Ae ear ae evening of each week. The..............regular meeting of each 
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month shall be a testimony or consecration meeting. The regular business 
meeting shall be-+ on= thes jit. cece of each month, . 

2, Meetings for Study—Meetings for the study of Christian Endeavor, 
personal evangelism, missions, Christian ste,ardship, and Christian citizen- 
ship may be held as determined by the society. 

3. Literary Meetings—Literary meetings for the rendering of literary 
programs may be held at such time as the society may determine, provided 
that nothing shall be given inconsistent with our position as a Christian 
society. 


ARTICLE II. 


Method of Raising Money. 


Funds for the society may be raised by regular dues payable at the regular 
monthly business meeting or at the consecration meeting, or the society may 
adopt other systematic plans for the finances. 


ARTICLE ITI. 
Suggested Committees and Their Duties. 


1. Hxecutive Committee—See Constitution, Article IV., Section 2. 

2. Lockout Committee—lIt shall be the duty of this committee to bring 
new members into the society, to introduce them to the work and to the other 
members, and to look after and reclaim any that seem indifferent to their 
duties. This committee shall also, after consideration, propose names for 
membership at least one week before their election. 

3. Devotional Committee—This committee shall have in charge the 
meetings, and shall see that a topic is assigned and a leader appointed for 
every devotional meeting. It shall also assist the leader in increasing the 
interest in the devotional meetings. A member of this committee may be 
superintendent of the Quiet Hour. 

4. Social Committee—It shall be the duty of this committee to promote 
the social interests of the society by welcoming strangers to the meetings, 
and by providing for the mutual acquaintance of the members by occasional 
sociables, for which any appropriate entertainment of which the church 
approves may be provided. 

5. Church and Sunday-school Committee—It shall be the duty of this 
committee to visit the young people of the community and strangers, invite 
them to the Sunday school and church services, and see that they are properly 
received at these meetings. The committee shall also co-operate with the 
pastor of the church and the superintendent of the Sunday school in any 
way which they may suggest for the benefit of the church and Sunday school. 

6. Missionary Committee—It shall be the duty of this committee to 
awaken an intelligent missionary enthusiasm among the members of the 
society. This interest is to be aroused by holding missionary meetings, 
providing mission study classes, and by using missionary funds as directed 
by the society. p . 

7. Music Committee—It shall be the duty of this committee to provide 
for the singing at the Young People’s meeting, also to turn the musical 
ability of the society into account, when necessary, at public religious meet- 
ae The Relief Committee—It shall be the duty of this committee to do 
what it can to cheer and aid, if possible and necessary by material comforts, 
the sick and destitute among the young people of the church and Sunday 
one ' The Efficiency Committee—The efficiency committee should en- 
deavor to have the society adopt some efficiency standard and shall have 
charge of the literary work of the society. It shall also do what it can to 
circulate the Watchword, Religious Telescope, and all other periodicals of 


. 
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the Church, among the families of the congregation, as the pastor of the 
church may direct. It should distribute tracts and introduce good reading- 
matter wherever practicable. A member of this committee may be the 
Watchword agent. : i 

10. Christian Stewardship Committee—It shall be the duty of this com- 
mittee to practice and teach by every possible means the duty of systematic, 
proportionate giving to the cause of Christ of at least one-tenth of the income 
of the members of the society, and to secure and preserve a roll of the 
members who practice such giving, or will promise to do so, and through 
the corresponding secretary of the society forward a list of such names to 
the General Secretary of the Department of Young People’s Work or to the 
Secretary of Christian Stewardship. 


11. College Committee—It shall be the duty of this committee to keep 
the society in touch with the college with which the conference co-operates, 
to awaken a desire in the young people for college training, and communi- 
cate the names of the persons who may desire to attend the college to the 
president of the college, and promote the interest of the college in any reason- 
able way in which the college authorities may suggest. A member of this 
committee may be superintendent of Life Work Recruits. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Elections. 
The election of officers shall be held at the regular business meeting 
VMs Baers Seda ene ie ee A nominating committee may be appointed 
by the president. 
ARTICLE V. 
Quorum. 


Sua Caetano msgs members shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business. 
ARTICLE VI. 
Amendments. 


These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present. 


SEcTION V. 
Model Constitution for a Junior or Intermediate Christian Endeavor Society. 
ARTICLE I. 
Name. 
This organization shall be known as the Junior or Intermediate Christian 
Endeavor Society: Ol. season eee eerie United Brethren Church of 
ARTICLE II. 


The object of this society shall be to promote in its members a pure and 
worthy character. to aid in the study of the Bible, and to cultivate the 
principles of loyal service to Christ. 

ARTICLE III. 
Membership. 
1. The members shall be boys and girls *who shall have been approved 


by the superintendents, and elected by a majority of th 
at any regular meeting. ; tigate ti: 


2. All those who become members shall 
V pledge themselves to attend 
regularly the meetings of the Society and to observe xood order in them. 
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ARTICLE IV. 
Junior or Intermediate Society Pledge. 

Trusting in Jesus Christ to help me, I promise that I will strive to do 
whatever he would like to have me do; that I will pray and read the Bible, 
and keep the Sabbath day holy; and that just so. far as I know how I will 
try to lead a good life; that I will be present at every meeting when not 
hindered by sickness or some other just cause; and that I will take some 
part in the meetings, especially the monthly recognition meetings. 

*Boys and girls are usually called Juniors between the ages of six to 
twelve or thirteen, and Intermediates between thirteen and sixteen. 

Parent’s Answer. 

I have carefully read the accompanying pledge and cheerfully give my 
GONSCME TOR nos s5%0 ase sassecs to sign it, and will do what I can to help ........ 
dee GA Mes tats eee to faithfully keep it. 

Parents! NAMONa se. Oca nae ek mae bbe) oa eee eee 
AGETESSAS IHS SER Te eR, SAS SRR, SY EPOE: Vora 


ARTICLE V: 
Officers. 

1. The officers of this society shall be a superintendent and such assist- 
ant superintendents as may be needed, a president, vice-president, secretary, 
and treasurer. 

2. The superintendents may be appointed by the pastor, or elected by 
the Young People’s Society of the church, with the approval of the pastor 
and official board. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Duties of Officers. 

1. The superintendent shall have general charge of the society and its 
work. A report is to be made to each quarterly conference. 

2. The assistant superintendents shall aid the superintendent in pro- 
moting the work of the society. The first assistant may care for all the 
funds received from the treasurer. 

3. The president shall preside at all business meetings, under the advice 
of the superintendent. 

4. The vice-president shall conduct the business meetings in the absence 
of the president. 

5. The secretary shall keep a record of the names and attendance of 
members, and all of the proceedings of all business meetings. 

6. The treasurer shall take the collections, enter the amount in a book 
provided for that purpose, and turn over the money to the assistant super- 
intendent for safe keeping. A record shall also be kept of all expenditures as 
directed by the superintendent and society. 


ARTICLE VII. 
Committees. : 


There may be such committees as the superintendent deems necessary. 
The members of the committees may be nominated by the superintendent and 
elected by the society. ; 

1. Lookout, or Membership Committee—This committee shall secure the 
names of those who should join the society and seek to induce them to be- 
come members. They eat also aid in keeping the members faithful in 

nd taking part. 
SE Brier Meeting, or Devotional—This committee shall help the super- 
intendent to arrange programs, provide music, to distribute Bibles, singing 
books, tracts, etc., and to aid in every way which the superintendents may 
direct to promote the interests of the meetings. 
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3. Social—This committee shall welcome the members to the meetings 
and help the superintendent in holding socials. 

‘ 4. Temperance—To canvass for signatures to the temperance pledge 

under the direction of the superintendents, and to help in any other way 

to promote temperance work among boys and girls. 

Temperance Pledge—I hereby promise, God helping me, to abstain from 
the use of tobacco in every form, from the use of wine, beer, and other in- 
toxicating drinks, and from the use of profane and unclean language. 

5. Haxecutive Committee—The pastor, superintendents, and the officers 
shall compose the executive committee, which shall have full control of the 
affairs of the society. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Meetings. 

1. A devotional meeting shall be held every week, the exercises of which 
shall consist of prayers, scripture reading and study, singing and testimony. 

2. Once a month the meeting shall be known as the recognition meet- 
ing. At some time during the exercises the pledge shall be recited in concert, 
and the roll called. The responses shall be considered a renewal of the 
pledge of the society. 

3. Monthly missionary meetings shall be held at which time missionary 
offerings may be taken. 

4. All meetings shall be in charge of the superintendents, employing 
the members as leaders in the best manner to train them. 

5. The pastor or superintendents shall use a part of the hour of the 
weekly meeting, when deemed best, for special instruction.in Bible truth, 
missions, church life, and stewardship, or for other profitable exercises. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Relationship. 

This society shall be considered a department of the church with which 
it is connected. It shall also sustain a close and intimate relation to the 
Young People’s society of the church with which the members of the Junior 
or Intermediate society are expected to connect themselves when they have 
reached the age limit. 

The Junior Christian Endeavor society in its missionary activities is 
asked to co-operate with the Woman’s Missionary Association, which in 
turn may assist the Junior superintendent in cultivating a missionary in- 
terest among the Juniors by suggesting missionary literature and informa- 
tion. 

By-Laws, 


1. The regular meetings of this society shall be held................ The 
last meeting of each month shall be a recognition meeting. The business 
meeting “shia lle cvrsssls vas wraacleh ieee eles ; 

2. The superintendents, in consultation with the pastor, shall at each 
election propose names of available members for the several offices, who 
shall be elected by a majority of the members present. The officers 
shall be elected and the committees appointed for a term of six months, and 
shall enter upon their duties the........ Gay Ol. cscs see and the 
Gay Olsaacriiape of each year. 

3. The funds for the expenses of the society and other purposes may be 
raised by regular dues or by offerings taken at the monthly recognition 
meetings, or at other meetings as the superintendent may arrange. 

4, Special meetings of the society may be called at any time by the 
pastor or superintendents. 

5. The committees should hold a meeting with the superintendents 
once a month for consultation about their work. 


ey 
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~ 
6. This Constitution and these By-Laws may be amended at any regular 
meeting upon the recommendation of the executive committee, 


MopEL CONSTITUTION FOR THE CONFERENCE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR UNION. 
. ARTICLE I. 
Name. 
This organization shall be called the Christian Endeavor Union of the 
Sr SO sae REI ARE Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 


ARTICLE IT. 
Object. 

The object of this union shall be to unite the Young People’s 
Christian societies of the conference for mutual helpfulness, and for stimu- 
lating Church loyalty, and an intelligent interest in the various Christian 
enterprises, and for the organization and extension of Young People’s Chris- 
tian societies within the conference. 


ARTICLE III. 
Membership. 

1. Any Young People’s Christian Endeavor society, or any other 
Young People’s Christian organization, connected with the United Brethren 
Church in this conference, may be a member of this conference union. Local 
Junior and Intermediate societies may likewise be members. 

2. Hach Young People’s society shall be entitled to ................ Se 
delegates, and each Junior and Intermediate to, ............0..0.0..., dele- 
gates to the convention of the conference union. 


ARTICLE IV. 
Officers. 

1. The officers shall be a president, a vice-president, a recording sec- 
retary, a corresponding secretary, a treasurer, a Junior superintendent, and 
an Intermediate superintendent, and such other department superintendents 
as may be deemed necessary. These shall be elected at the regular conven- 
tion of the union. 3 ; 

2. The conference executive committee shall consist of all the regu- 
larly-elected officers and such others as may be elected. The committee 
should co-operate with the conference board of control. 

ARTICLE V. i 
Duties. 

1. The duties of the president, vice-president, and treasurer shall he 
such as usually devolve upon such officers. ; 

9. The duties of the recording secretary shall be to keep a record of all 
transactions of the union and of the executive committee. 3 

3. The duties of the corresponding secretary shall be to keep a list of 
the societies in the conference, with the name of the president and corres- 

onding secretary of each, and a list of the officers of the branch union; to 
Penish the same to the General Secretary of the Department of Young 
People’s Work, and to conduct all correspondence. 

4, The Junior and Intermediate superintendents shall have charge of 
the Junior and Intermediate work in the conference. : 

5. The executive committee shall look after the interests of the Young 
People’s societies in the conference, provide for meeting necessary expenses 

the collection of annual dues, arrange for the annual meetings, and per- 
oe such other duties as may be required by the Department of Young 


People’s Work. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
Conventions. 


1. The conventions of this conference union shall be annual, at such 
time and place as may be determined by the union or by its executive com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE VII. 
Finances. 


The funds for the regular work of this union may be raised by annual 
dues levied upon each Young People’s Intermediate and Junior society in the 
conference, the amount to be determined by the union. Each society shall 
also make a contribution by dues or otherwise to the benevolence budget. 

The missionary funds raised by the Junior Christian Hndeavor societies 
for missionary purposes other than conference missionary objects shall be 
sent by the conference Christian Endeavor treasurer to the treasurer of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association, at Dayton, Ohio. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
By-Laws. 


This conference union may enact such by-laws as conference conditions 
and needs may require. It is expected that no by-laws inconsistent with the 
general good of the Young People’s work in the Church will be enacted. 
[Signed] J. G. Huser, Chairman; A. LA VeRNE Sparrorp, Secretary. 


Dr. M. B. Spayp. I would like to offer this resolution: 

Resolved, that the various church boards constitute their executive com- 
mittees from members of the board elected by the General Conference. 
[Signed] M. B. Spayp, Chairman; H. B. Dorxs, Secretary. 

C. J. WHEELER. I move to adopt it. 

(After considerable debate on this resolution, by motion of J. H. Little, 
of Kansas, and the vote of the Conference it was tabled.) 

Dr. J. M. Puitiiprr. A special resolution. 

Resolved, that in case of a vacancy in any general office, by death, dis- 
ability, resignation, or otherwise, where no general board is authorized to 
fill such vacancy, the authority to fill the office be vested in the Board of 
Administration. [Signed] J. M. Puiriipri, Chairman; W. M. Werktey, Secre- 
tary. : 

This is offered because there are certain ones where there is no provision 
to cover a vacancy and this covers the case. 

Seconded. 

The resolution was adopted. 


SecreTary Hammack. Result of ballot for directors of Board of Foreign 
Missions. 


BALLOT FOR DIRECTORS OF BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Reva Dy DS WOwer yas: wis sche. nes ae 119"~ EMER AR ue bushi oe ee cee a eee 114 
Reviedes Roe Nin gaesns es Caceer 125 «3B la Shuey een nate See eee 49 
Rey.- We tice Perkins yet cs pe oni (2) S-Wi ks Coch ranean, shes meen ae 75 
Reva.J= M;, Knighton ones eee 66%.M> B=: Monn. ai. cet See 53 
IRGVeRAG EAS HONE... ea eee 90S CuGaldwelli: 44. Sas er ee 99 
Revsa Wa Hi Snyder act acne 114 >. Gri sAc ee ambertinnr ssa aes 127 


Votes cast, 183. Necessary for choice, 92, 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Rev. J. R. King, Dr. D. D. Lowery, and 
Dr. W. H. Snyder, ministers, and G. A. Lambert, J. H. Ruebush, and S. C. Cald- 
well, laymen. (Rev. J. R. King and G. A. Lambert for eight years, and 


Doctor D. D. Lowery, Rev. W. E. Snyder, J. H. Ruebush, and S. C. Caldwell 
for four years.) 
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THE PRESIDENT. The secretary will announce the board of tellers for 
the ballot for Secretary of Christian Endeavor. 

SECRETARY LyTEeR. HE. H. Waters, Harry Lease, V. W. Overton, D. L. 
Doub, Briley Douglas, H. J. Roop, and D. P. McCoy. 

ans ballots were gathered and the board of tellers retired to make the 
count. 

Rey. D. P. McCoy. In accordance with the action of this conference we 
move that Bishop H. H. Fout and Dr. H. F. Shupe be appointed a committee 
to revise the present formulas in the Discipline and present any new ones 
that may be deemed necessary. [Signed] D. P. McCoy, Chairman; W. HE. 
Snyper, Secretary. 

THE PRESIDENT. Any remarks? I want to call your attention to this 
fact, no matter who revises these, all must come before the Board of Bishops 
and through Bishop Fout it will come—everything of that kind. 

The motion was adopted. i 

THE PRESIDENT. We will now hear the report on Ministry of the Church. 
The secretary will read the report. 

Secretary Hammack read: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH. 

The Committee on the Ministry of the Church submit the following 
recommendations: 

On page 46, Chapter VI., eliminate all of Section I. On page 46, Section 
Il., Paragraph 1, line 5, after word “preacher,” insert the words “in charge.” 
That paragraph will then read: “Any person desiring a license to preach, 
must obtain from the class of which he is a member, by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present at a meeting called and duly announced for that 
purpose, a recommendation in writing, signed by the leader or preacher 
in charge,” etc. 

On page 48, Paragraph 9, last line, substitute the-word “and” for the 
word “or.” The last clause will then read: “‘The recommendation shall be 
signed by the secretary of the quarterly conference and the conference super- 
intendent.” 

That the term, “quarterly conference preachers” occurring throughout 
the chapter be changed so as to read, “local conference preachers.” 


THE PRESIDENT. You are all agreed that that will be a matter of adjust- 


ment. 
Voices. Agreed, agreed. 
Secretary Hammack read: 2 


“That the quarterly conference preacher be required to remain in quarterly 
conference relation, at least one year, or at the discretion of the quarterly 
conference.” 


Dr. J. E. SHannon. I move to amend this item by substituting the word, 
“two” for “one” so that it shall read: “That the quarterly conference 
preacher be required to remain in quarterly conference relation, at least two 
years, or at the discretion of the quarterly conference” before being received 
into the annual conference. : 

The motion is seconded. 

(After prolonged debvate this amendinent was lost.) 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. I would like to ask a question about that last clause 
“or at the discretion of the quarterly conference,” does that mean after the 
one year provision or before? 

Tue PreswenT. I suppose “after” will be the interpretation. 

Rev. H. R. Hess. I was on that committee and we carefully investigated 
all these points and we decided “or at the discretion of the quarterly confer- 
ence.” That could detain him if he was not thorough in his course, but 
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gave him a year to complete the study and I think we went over this very 
thoroughly. It was a very intelligent committee. [Laughter]. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


Page 51, Section IV., Paragraph 1, add: “Provided that they come with 
the same educational qualifications, required of the preachers of our. own 
denomination.” The paragraph will then read: “When a preacher from 
another Church comes to us with a certificate of good standing in the church 
in which he has held membership, or with a transfer from a conference, 
presbytery, or synod, and gives satisfaction to the annual conference con- 
cerning his agreement on the doctrines, discipline, government, and usages 
of our Church, the conference may receive him. If he be an ordained elder, 
he must pass the examination required of candidates for elders’ orders, but 
he may be exempt from ordination, provided that they come with the same 
educational qualifications required of the preachers of our own denomina- 
tion.” : 


Rey. C. A. HenpEeRSHOT. I wish to discuss that. I move that the words, 
“Provided that they come with the same educational qualifications required 
of the preachers of our own denomination” be stricken out, if I can get a 
second. 

Voices. No, no. 

Seconded. 

(After several speeches pro and con were made on the amendment, the 
words were not stricken out.) 


Secretary Hammack reads: 


Page 51, Section V., Paragraph 1, last line: Substitute a period for the 
comma after the word “supernumerary,” and strike out the words, “and 
fourth, as local preachers.” The paragraph will then read: “The ministry 
of the Church shall be classified according to the following order: First, 
as licentiates; second, as elders; third, as itinerants (active, superannuated, 
or supernumerary) j 

Page 52, Paragraph 5—eliminate. 

Page 52, Paragraph 6—add to the paragraph the words, “and shall sur- 
render his credentials.” 

Paragraph 6 becomes Paragraph 5, and Paragraph 7 becomes Paragraph 6. 

Section II., becomes Section I., Section III., becomes Section II., and so 
on through the chapter. 

Page 77, Chapter IX., Section I; course of study—local conference 
preachers’ books to be studied: 

Courses of study (as finally adopted). 

Page 77, Chapter IX., Section I.; course of study—quarterly conference 
preachers’ books to be studied: 

Bible—Hxodus and Matthew. 

United Brethren Handbook—Shuey-Shupe. 
Theological Compend—Steele’s-Binney. 
The Sunday School in Action—Brewbaker, 
Jesus, Lord and Teacher—Kephart. 
United Brethren Discipline. 

Hints to Lay Preachers—Meyer, 

Bible—I. and IJ. Samuel and Gospel of St. John. 
Confession of Faith—Weaver. 

Bible History—Blaikie. 

The Why and How of Missions—Brown. 


BOOKS TO BE READ, 
Life of Otterbein—Drury. 
Our Heroes, Vols. I, and IIl.—Weekley-Fout, 
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Our Church Abroad.—Hough. 

The Frontier—Ward-Platt. 

Individual Work for Individuals—Trumbull. 

Laymen in Action—Quayle. 

Life of Bishop Mills—Funk. 

Torches Aloft—Bell. 

Immigrant Forces—Shriver. 
Page 78, Paragraph 2, line 5, substitute the word “three” for “four.” 
Page 80, second year, books to be studied: 

The Preacher—Hoyt. 

Prophecy and the Prophets—Hislen. 

United Brethren Church History—Berger; Parts II., III., and IV. 

Fundamentals of Child Study—Kirkpatrick. 

EXxegetical Studies—-Galatians (Cambridge Bible), I. and II. Timothy 
and Titus (Cambridge Bible)—use either the Cambridge Bible for Schools 
and Colleges or Dummelow’s Commentary. 

COMMIT TO MEMORY. 

Isaiah, fifty-third chapter; First Corinthians, thirteenth chapter. 
[Remainder not read.] 
BOOKS TO BE READ. (AS AMENDED.) 

Cyclopedic Handbook to the Bible, New Testament—Green-Angus. 
Life of Weaver—Thompson. 
Autobiography of Finney. 
‘The Church in the Open Country—Wilson. 
Crises of the Christ—Morgan. 
The Bible, Its Origin and Nature—Dods. 
The Indwelling Spirit—Davison. 
The Foreign Missionary—Brown. 
The Point of Contact in Teaching—DuBois. 
Three books, at least, are to be selected and read. 
Page 80, third year, books to be studied: 
System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pages 1-322. 
Psychology—Angell. 
The Pastor Preacher—Quayle. 
Reasonable Biblical Criticism—Beecher. 
Church History—Fisher. 

Exegetical Studies—Amos (Cambridge Bible), and Philippians (Cam- 
bridge Bible) — Use Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, or Dummelow’s 
Commentary 

COMMIT TO MEMORY. 
Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 24, 
BOOKS TO BE READ. 


Jesus Christ and the Social Question—Peabody. 
Problem of the Old Testament—Orr. 

The Spiritual Life—Murray. 

The Preacher, His Life and Work—Jowett. 

The Spiritual Life—Coe. 

Building a Working Church—Black. 

Christianity and the Social Crisis—Rauschenbusch. 
Rural Christendom—Roads. 

Three books, at least, are to be selected and read. 
Page 81, fourth year, books to be studied. 

System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pages 325 to end. 
Outlines of Christian Theology—Drury, pages 1 to 99. . 
The Building of the Church—Jefferson. 
Bthics—Mackenzie, 
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Jesus and the Gospels—Denney: 
Apologetics—Kephart. 
Virgin Birth—Orr. 
BOOKS TO BE READ. 
Social Message of the Modern Pulpit—Brown. 
Christianity and the Social Crisis—Rauschenbusch. 
The Inner Witness of the Fourth Gospel—Dr. Lawrence Keister. 
Education in Religion and Morals—Coe. 
Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—Goodell. 
Outlines of Christian Theology—Drury, page 100 to end. 
The Light of the World—Speer. 
Things Fundamental—Jefferson. 
Introduction to the Study of Economics—Bullock. 
The Resurrection—Orr. 
Life of Mueller—Pierson. 
Philosophy of Theism—Bowne. 4 
Four books, at least, are to be selected and read. [Signed] J. H. Parrer- 
son, Chairman; H. B. Dor«s, Secretary. 


Rey. J. H. Durron. May I be permitted to call attention to a clause in 
the first item in the form of granting license to persons who make applica- 
tion in the local church. The reading of the report as well as in the Dis- 
cipline is that “by a two-thirds vote of the members present at a meeting 
called and duly announced for that purpose.” That makes it impossible to 
grant a person a license at a regular meeting of the congregation which is 
a very great inconvenience, which really means to call together your congre- 
gation for a meeting which is a practical impossibility. Why not change 
that to read “At any regular meeting of the congregation” instead of ‘a 
meeting called and duly announced for that purpose.” I so move. 

The motion prevailed. 

Rev. M. H. Fryz. I move the paper be adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now are you ready for its adoption as a whole? 

The report as amended was adopted. 


E. L. Shuey. I am only a layman, and for a good many years I have 
been looking on the practical side. Why not have the professors in our 
theological seminary to give us a practical course of study—something that 
we really need. I read books when I was in the bookstore and there are a 
lot of things that ought to be in our report. If in order I will move that 
the professors of Bonebrake Theological Seminary be asked to present to the 
next General Conference a carefully prepared course of study in accord with 
the general plan of the Discipline. 

Seconded by Doctor Williamson. 

The motion prevailed. 


- Pror. A. A. Maysitites. I am a member of the Committee on State of 
the Country, and a few days ago Bishop Weekley gave a pronouncement on 
the war, and this afternoon there was a report on the same thing, and this 
committee thinks it needs no further pronouncement and begs to be excused. 

THE PResmpENT. Are they excused, brethren? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 1} 

H. M. Wuircrart, of Southeast Ohio Conference. We have the report of |i} 
the special committee on Bonebrake Theological Seminary. ‘| 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

H. M. Wurircrarr. Report of the special committee on Bonebrake Theo- 
logical Seminary, with reference to the number of trustees thereof, 


‘ 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTER ON BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SHMINARY. 

WuHerrss, The laws of the State of Ohio, under which said institution 
was created and organized, provide that the board of trustees shall be 
elected by the members of said corporation, and, 

Wuereas, It is further provided that a majority of said trustees shall 
be residents of the State of Ohio, ; 

Therefore, we recommend that Sub-division 2 of Section IV., page 170 
of the Discipline, be amended to read as follows: 

“The officers of the Seminary shall consist of a business manager and 
a board of trustees, who shall. be elected by the General Conference. The 
board of trustees shall be composed of eighteen members, a majority of whom 
shall be residents of the State of Ohio. The acting Bishops shall be, elected 
by the General Conference, as members of said board.” : 

Your committee further recommends that the board of trustees of said 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary be instructed to take such action as is nec- 
essary to have the charter of said corporation amended to conform hereto. 

We further recommend that three additional trustees be elected at this 
session of the General Conference, in accordance herewith. [Signed] H. M. 
Wuircrart, Chairman; A. A. MaysiLies, Secretary. 


Rey. C. A. Henpersuor. I move to adopt. Seconded. 


Rev. J. W. Kizpourne. I would like to know why we increased the num- 
ber? We have increased the number in our boards until it will cost us 
thousands of dollars to get our boards together, and I do not see that there 
is any advantage in making these boards so large; five, seven, eight, or nine 
men will do just as much and just as effective business as fifteen or eighteen 
or twenty will, and not cost nearly so much. I would like to know why this 
cannot be done. 

H. M. Wurrcrarr. If you will examine this article referred to, you will 
find why it is necessary. 

J. H. Lirrte. A point of order. It hasn’t been printed. Under our rules 
we can’t consider it. 

Tue PrestipeNt. The point is well taken, Brother Little. 

Pror. A A. Maysities. The point of order is rightly made, but I ques- 
tion whether it should be raised, for this particular reason: It can just as 
easily be determined by suspending the rules, if you. will agree to it, and 
get it out of the way. There is nothing confusing about it at all, and it can 
easily be explained by the chairman. If you insist upon the point of order, 
we will have to submit, but it is a waste of time. 

J. H. Larrrire. I will agree to waive the rule. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Are you all agreed? 

Vorces. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

H. M. Wuircrarr. “The board of directors shall be composed of not 
less than nine members.” It means nine if it means anything. It says, ‘“‘the 
Bishops of the Church, who shall be considered ex-officio members.”’ They 
are members. You have already elected nine trustees, which makes fifteen, 
which isn’t in conformity with the charter. In the second place, out of the 
fifteen, a majority are not resident of the State of Ohio. Now, you can either 
elect three more trustees, two of whom must be residents of Ohio, or you 
have not a legally constituted board. 

Dr. J. H. Four. May I answer my good brother over here by saying 
that this is the same number of trustees you have had since 1897. 

The motion to adopt the report prevailed. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, what will you do with reference to the election? 

PRoressoR MAYSILLES. The committee should have agreed on bringing 
this where it ought to be brought. ‘here has been complaint, and [I think 


618 TWENYY-SEVENTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


justifiably. so, against executive committees’ enlargement of boards that this 
Conference has had nothing to do with. The Discipline provides for these 
eighteen. The object is to make the Discipline and the charter of the insti- 
tution agree with each other. The thing that remains to be done is that 
this Conference shall elect three more men rather than to allow this Confer- 
ence to adjourn and then some delegated authority, or by some authority, 
it take unto itself the right of enlarging this board, as has been done in the 
past, and placing three men on when it can be done in session here. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Nominating Committee can present those names 
and you can elect three. : 


Frep P. Geis. I think the active Bishops should be formally elected 
members of this board. I therefore move that the secretary of this Confer- 
ence be instructed to cast the ballot of the Conference for the active Bishops 
as members of the board of trustees of the Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 
Seconded. 

THE PresipenT. The motion is that the secretary shall cast the ballot 
for the active Bishops to become directors of Bonebrake Seminary. Those 
in favor, will lift the hand. Opposed, by like sign. The secretary will cast 
the ballot. 

SecrETARY Lyrer. The secretary casts the ballot of the Conference for 
Mathews, Bell, Kephart, Fout, Washinger, and Howard for directors of Bone- 
brake Theological Seminary. 

THE Presipenr. They are elected. 

SECRETARY Hammack. I have some results of elections this afternoon, 
and there will have to be some more voting done. 


REPORT OF THE VOTE ON CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SECRETARY. 


ASR CHpPINE er aii. 2 hss eee Ce oe we a eee 1 
Jl. SBarrige ade icmtk at's et See ee eee ab 
AS Ts, Spatltord ac Gases es eee ee ee ee ae 3 
W.aG: Bailey: a. s206 408. S2S0hi ae eee 5 
Oss Di DOC Mer ise canacsthc oats 2 OE Ee 170 


Total votes cast 180. Necessary to choice, 91. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Rev. O. T. Deever as your Christian 
Endeavor Secretary. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. Ballot on Board of Control of Sunday School, 
Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. 


BALLOT FOR BOARD OF CONTROL OF SUNDAY-SCILOOL, BROTHERHOOD AND 
aa YOUNG PHOPLE’S WORK. 


Vote for nine. At least five must be laymen, 


EicG Cridland: ance ake eae eee 127.7 SOR TG Desver cu a eee italy 
Prot. hi M.sAmpbrose cease eee PLO}: An Reese. pea ee me ea a ees 40 
SiG LLODeON sete ce es 89." eA Spat Ondayn se ate a eee 13 
Col Robt Cowden a2) aes 1252S Ce Enchant. eee ease cite iy ited, 
Mar Ker Ozma neat eee eee 49°) Wa. Ge Burton eo cote ee 00 
Erot ci A. Honline. see eee 129" A.B. OStattOne a een eee 58 
MR Ballinger: 7 eee ee 56> Prof. As A, Maysl llega sn ee 108 
J aH Shannon: oo eee Sia AML. (Bs tS Da VO cote ee een rein 7 ee 42 


eres ay as Noe 68 e EES TOG CSS cadets anc cer eee 


THE PRESIDENT, You have elected as such Board of Control the follow- 
1 Proto wc Honline, H. C. Cridland, Col. Robert Cowden, O. T. Deever, 
nce ae Ambrose, Prof. A. A. Maysilles, There are yet three necessary to 


A. H, Laucnsaum. In the election of boards it requi ity? 
I don’t so understand. , does it require a majority? 
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THE PrResipeNT. The usual way is to take a majority vote in the election 
of officers. I am not able to answer as to what you have done, as tellers, 
in regard to the others. 

C. J. WHEELER. There were twice as many nominated. I move that these 
receiving the highest number be. elected. Seconded. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I simply want to call attention to the fact that five 
of those must be laymen, and that must be considered now in these ma- 
jorities. 

SECRETARY HamMAcK. Cridland is a layman, Deever is a preacher, Am- 
brose is a layman, Cowden is a layman, Honline is a layman, Maysilles is a 
layman. You have five laymen. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready now? Those. favoring the motion that a 
plurality vote elect, indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. It 
prevails. 

SECRETARY Hammack. The next highest is Doctor Huber, and the next 
highest is Doctor Enck, and the next one is Spafford and Shannon. 

THE Presmpent. Prof. M. A. Honline and H. C. Cridland are the two 
highest laymen, O. T. Deever and J. G. Huber, the two highest ministers, 
would be for eight years, if ministers and laymen are to be considered 
equally, but Colonel Cowden received more votes than either O. T. Deever or 
Doctor Huber. : 

Hon. R. H. Bennetrr. While we are considering that matter, I want to 
call attention to a certain proposition and make a motion. The situation is 
a peculiar one. We have elected O. T. Deever as one of those directors. He 
is also the secretary of the department which comes under the control of this 
board. Doctor Brewbaker is also the secretary of another department of it, 
and is not elected on the board. I desire to move you that Doctor Brew- 
baker, the Sunday-school Secretary, be ex-officio a member of this board. 
The closest thing in the Discipline in regard to it is Article II[., on page 95, 
which provides that these nine directors, together with the editors of the 
Sunday-school literature, the editor of the Watchword, and the Publishing 
Agent. The Bishops shall be es-officio members of this board, and by way 
of suggestion, I will remark that that is not a corporation. 

BisHor Kepuarr. I second the motion. 

The motion prevailed. : 

SrcreTary HAMMACK. What are you going to do about these two, Shan- 
non and Spafford? One is a preacher and the other is a layman. 

Docror Pumtirrl. The requirement is that at least five shall be laymen 
—not just five. 

Tire PRESIDENT. Proceed to vote again, brethren? Vote for one, 

SrecreraARY Hammack. The names are Spafford, Shannon, Reese, Holtz- 
man, W. G. Fulton, Statton, Ballinger, Spayd, Gillingham, and Todd. 

Tue PRESIDENT. I will name the tellers: 8. W. Paul, J. P. Koontz, Mrs. 
B. G. Shaw, O. A. Smith, A. 8. Reese. 

The ballots were gathered and the tellers retired to make the count on 
election of one more member of Board of Control. 

Secretary Hammack reads ballot for Church Trustees: 


BALLOT FOR BOARD OF CHURCH TRUSTEES. 
Vote for twelve. The majority shall be citizens of Ohio. 


v, We-Gi Clippinger. 2.25.2. ae 64h eJudge-JohnvAy Shauclk.9-— yen. 116 
eh George Geiger.......+...0-- AAG Si ROBERSH Men deh ANE OE ahr 98 
Rev. H. A. Thompson..........-. LA eT OH Mes EOC eres sie ne oie -o sok 56 
Phe yi ie OT eee tet oe wie Pie ero, stevens tele LOZ ER ere rele OOP aruda saan Bore ho aie 50 
Rev. J. I. i. Ressler. ....2...... OSE Da PES StOmener: tye ame hate otto l ee 128 
Rev. J. W. Kilbourne............ Do Ae IOgeNG SLUG, 40. rape eee ane? 40 


ERGY. MGUUIV eee QU Sie ticiermschscssots eters a 6i Judge Walter Brewer............ 115 
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Rey oh Dam sOmlieni asi act 64.-'G. C.. Housekeeper. ...i....20..5.5.5 84 
Rey. C. A. Sickatoosey. o.ct.c.s 48°) “Hon. Wms N> MeHialwase.. 2s en. 87 
ReveVaey . OVeLrtOnan. hee oes ne 86<—GS FL har tla Ges eee ee ae 46 
Revels SOLAN o> Statens aetne ase 81 Alexander Anderson ............ 62 
Reyes A Powells cee ote see 289. Adam = Sham pale ha. snes 2 wee 78 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Rev. W. G. Clippinger, Rev: George 
Geiger, Rev. A. Orr, Rev. J. W. Kilbourne, Rev. H. A. Thompson, Rev. J. I. L. 
Ressler, and Rev. R. A. Powell, ministers, and D. H. Stoner, Judge John A. 
Shauck, Judge Walter Brewer, E. J. Rogers, and Hon. Wm. N. McFaul, lay- 
men. Rev. W. G. Clippinger, Rev. George Geiger, and Rev. A. Orr are the 
three highest ministers, and D. H. Stoner, Judge John A. Shauck, and Judge 
Walter Brewer are the three highest laymen, and would be elected for eight 
years on the equal minister and layman basis, and they are the six highest 
in number of votes. } 

Now, I suggest that we adjourn. 

Secretary Hammack reads result of ballot for trustees of Church Erection 
and Home Missions. 


BALLOT FOR TRUSTEES OF CHURCH ERECTION AND HOME MISSIONS. 
Vote for eight. Four must be laymen. 


Ministers. Laymen. 
Aa Ss Lam mackie anren sent aver ks 1 Eugene ‘Schaefer =) => .<.ees iis 
Rev2H wW.- Eriteblooda..c > ss ane u RUSSO Sige CURE oon Hiner sree se ee on 78 
CSTW ee oases Sete ae, ee i P2e Al bert Weisters ae iaeae c= ener 122 
Shee! ebro CDN WL os ey ori Wee a eee pie te rr OA a Coda RCCL OT: rececet tere ae ae aD 
Jeeta Grimley =co.5 ctw cee ee Oi oO relies ne VM OMe ee aes 95 
Ets Wire KGL eet opr teenie ee 56 - Judge J. S, Kirkpatrick.<........ 119 
Wie Wee Wald aS Cpe oe ea 102. — 3D) cde COUMS CLONE. seis sae ae 3 
Vie UM OStCR aun meen, Seni eee O67 Lice Ca WCU CIN ate ee ee ae 91 


THE PresmentT. You have elected A. S. Hammack, C. W. Kurtz, H. W. 
Trueblood, and W. W. Williamson, ministers, and Albert Keister, Judge J. S. 
Kirkpatrick, Eugene Schaefer, and C. L. Raymond, laymen, as your Board 
of Trustees of Church Erection and Home Missions. A. S. Hammack and 
C. W. Kurtz, ministers, for eight years, and Albert Keister and Judge J. S. 
Kirkpatrick, laymen, for eight years, although Eugene Schaefer has one more 
vote than C. W. Kurtz. 


Pror. Mark Keprenr. i move we adjourn, to meet at eight o’clock this 
evening. Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed and Dr. G. A. Funkhouser pronounced 
the benediction, and Conference recessed until 8: 00 P.M. of this day. 


NINTH DAY—EVENING SHSSION. 


: Saturday, May 19, 1917. 

The ninth day, evening session, of the General Conference convened at 
8 o'clock, Bishop Weekley presiding. 2 

PROFESSOR RursusH led in singing, “My Jesus, I Love Thee,” and Rey. 
M. 8S. Bovey, of Montana Conference, led in prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, I hope we will get a good deal of business tran- 
sacted in the hour before us. These secretaries say that they don’t want to 
stay but an hour. They are about worked down. Let us get a number of 
reports off our hands, and let us do it without very much discussion. Let us 
avoid the jump-ups. That is a bad disease. It is a bad thing in any confer-: 
ence—the jump-ups. It hinders progress. Now as far as possible let us this 
evening ayoid the jump-ups. I believe there is another secretary to elect, 
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SECRETARY Hammack. This is the report of the board of tellers on the 
additional member of the Board of Control. 


BALLOT FOR MEMBER OF BOARD OF CONTROL. 


Wiehe Gillinsharnmre ees nae Dar Werte OMG Ui ne ean etme enna 1 
ie Hs SHAM On is ae ei Renae OOM PVLEK: ETO IG Z Ne Ne secs. occa rae chee af 
Ae re SO PaLlLONU ces so ee AGA MEAS RE CB Orin laid see ate ai saos Lara 19 
Nei alle ere en eS ihe i hie EVEREST OF NIKG ar Sata pies a dialed ail 5 
cao BLILON. oe ee ere es 1:2 OA Ol VOUCSUCASU tisirasits sg os 167 
PEEP OLLOU! fee a noe et eee ‘ft: Necessary. to” Choice. -..:.:...: 84 


THE Presipenr. Doctor Shannon having received 80 votes, a plurality, 
is therefore elected. 


Dr. W. W. Witrtamson. I wish we might read the report of the Com- 
mittee on Home Missions. We have already adopted the report that called 
for changes of the Discipline and this is a report that has to deal with the 
recommendations. I wish you would call for it now. 

THE PresipenT. All right. You would better consider it item by item as 
he reads. Do you agree to that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS, 

We, your Committee on Home Missions, recommend the following: 

The greatest mission field of all, to us, is America, and the door opens 
wider to us in our own beloved land than ever: before. In influence and 
efficiency our denominational tide is rising, and with our advance program 
with definite goals for the next quadrennium we sound a note of optimism. 

1. In reference to the unification of the general departments, the com- 
mittee recommends that the departments of Home Missions, Rural Life, and 
Social Service be united under one management. 

2. Your committee recommends that the seal of our denominational 
approval be placed upon every home mission field in which we are at present 
operating and that the Church extension agencies of the denomination be 
urged to bring to their development all the financial help possible. 


THE PRESIDENT. It is before you. Read the next. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


3. Your committee was strongly impressed with the fact that the Home 
Missionary Society is now face to face with tremendous financial responsi- 
bility, and we most urgently recommend that the General Conference provide 
for a greatly increased income to this society. 

4. In order to improve the administrative policy, the committee recom- 
mends that the General Conference provide for a three-fold classification of 
our fields of operation; namely (1) mission districts; (2) mission confer- 
ences; and (3) annual conferences. 

5. That with the decreased apportionments to the conferences, we 
recommend that the Thanksgiving offerings be separate and apart from the 
budget and applied as specials to Home Missions and Church Erection. We 
recommend especially two great Thanksgiving services for the coming quad- 
rennium, one 1917, in celébration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the meeting of Otterbein and Boehm at Isaac Long’s barn. We recommend 
that, in June all pastors preach a historical sermon giving the genesis and 
growth of our Church and that all the conferences plan for the formal 
celebration of Thanksgiving time for which the Home Missionary Society 
will furnish programs, and at which time a great thank-offering be made 
by all our people to further extend the work of the United Brethren Church. 
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Dr. J. S. Futton. I move to amend by striking out in the second line of 
Section V., the following, “We recommend that the Thanksgiving offerings 
be separate and apart from the budget and applied as specials to Home 
Missionary and Church Erection.” 

Seconded. 

Dr. C. Wuitney. The thought that came up to the committee from the 
old board when in session was that they wanted to emphasize particularly 
the celebration of this one hundred and fiftieth year which won’t amount 
to much to the society in expense—the thought was to try a great rally 
especially for Home Missions. That is what this is intended for. I cer- 
tainly would be opposed to striking it out. 

Tue Presipent. Certainly that is a great occasion and it affords an op- 
portunity to bring the Church’s origin and development before the whole 
denomination. 

Docror FuLron. I am opposed to this as it is a special appeal to our 
people outside of their budget. 

A. LA VERNE SpArrorD. I would like to ask whether this offering is to 
be taken one year or for two years or each year during the quadrennium? 

TuE PRESENT. Just the one year. 

Docror WuitNry. It is in 1917. 

THe PRESIDENT. AS many as favor Doctor Fulton’s amendment will 
stand and be counted. Those opposed will stand. The amendment is lost. 

Tuer PRESIDENT. The secretary will read the next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


6. That the Home Missionary Society be authorized to appeal to indi- 
viduals and churches to take special support for home mission parishes, 
for which support they shall receive regular quarterly reports from the pastor 
in charge of such mission church committee. [Signed] W. W. WILLIAMSON, 
President; E. W. Curtis, Secretary. 


Tur Presippnt. As many as favor the adoption of this report will show 
the hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. 
(Printed report as adopted is here inserted.) 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS. 


We, your Committee on Home Missions, recommend the following: 

The greatest mission field of all, to us, is America, and the door opens 
wider to us in our own beloved land than ever before. In influence and 
efficiency our denominational tide is rising, and with our advance program | 
with definite goals for the next quadrennium we sound a note of optimism. | 

1. Jn reference to the unification of the general departments, the com- 
mittee recommends that the departments of Home Missions, Rural Life, and 
Social Service be united under one management. 

2. Your committee recommends that the seal of our denominational 
approval he placed upon every home mission field in which we are at 
present operating and that the Church extension agencies of the denomina- 
tion be urged to bring to their development all the financial help possible. 

3. Your committee was strongly impressed with the fact that the Home 
Missionary Society is now face to face with tremendous financial responsi- 
bility, and we most urgently recommend that the General Conference provide 
for a greatly increased income to this society. 

4. Jn order to improve the administrative policy, the committee recom- 
mends that the General Conference provide for a three-fold classification of 
our fields of operation; namely, (1) mission districts; (2) mission confer- 
ences; and (3) annual conferences. 

Be That with the decreased apportionments to the conferences, we recom- 
mend that the Thanksgiving offerings be separate and apart from the budget 
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and applied as specials to Home Missions and Church Erection. We recom- 
mend especially two great Thanksgiving services for the coming quadren- 
nium, one 1917, in celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of the meeting of Otterbein and Boehm at Isaac Long’s barn. We recom- 
mend that, in June all pastors preach a historical sermon giving the génesis 
and growth of our Church and that all the conferences plan for the formal 
celebration at Thanksgiving time for which the Home Missionary Society 
will furnish programs, and at which time a great thank-offering be made 
by all our people to further extend the work of the United Brethren Church. 

6. That the Home Missionary Society be authorized to appeal to indi- 
viduals and churches to take special support for home mission parishes, 
for which support they shall receive regular quarterly reports from the pastor 
in charge of such mission church committee. [Signed] W. W. WiLiramson, 
President; HE. W. Curtis, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. You will now prepare your ballots for Secretary of the 
Board of Administration. 


Pror. H. H. Batsu. Before we proceed to the election of this secretary, 
gentlemen, I would like to make a statement. I presume that a great many 
of you came to this Conference with the same sort of instructions that some 
of us received over in Pennsylvania. There is quite a considerable senti- 
ment throughout this Church in favor of the elimination, or of the combin- 
ing, of some of our secretaryships. Thus far, as you know, we have not 
succeeded in making any combinations that were satisfactory. The interests 
of these various departments appealed to us in such a way that it did not 
seem wise for us to undertake any combination. Brethren, I have been 
thinking about this secretaryship of this Board of Administration, and I 
have a suggestion that I want to put before you'now. As I understand this 
Board of Administration that we are providing for at this Conference will be 
charged with the duty of carrying ‘out this great goal that was adopted 
several days ago, as the goal of this Church during the next quadrennium. 
Now, I have just been reading the report of this Committee on the Four- 
Year Program, and let me call your attention in a minute to the three prin- 
cipal items in this goal, which this Board of Administration and its secre- 
tary will have to deal during the next four years. = ; 

“Item 1. “The entire membership of every local church spiritually 
quickened, organized, and enlisted in various forms of service; through _ 
prayer and personal effort winning 150,000 and a net increase of 100,000 to 
Christ and the Church at home and abroad and increasing by twenty-five 
per cent. the enrollment of our Sunday schools and Christian Endeavor 
ee % Now notice this, which to my mind is the biggest thing in this 
program. “Our institutions of learning at home and abroad enriched and 
strengthened as training agencies for Christian service through an increase 
of 2,000 students, 500 additional trained ministers, missionaries and educa- 
tional leaders and $2,000,000 in new funds for better equipment, endowed 
scholarships and aid to men and women entering upon the ministry or 

issionary work.” : 
Eseatiat is the big item in this four-year program. : 

No. 3. “For missions, home and foreign, and church erection, Board of 
Education and Seminary, Sunday schools, Christian Endeavor, conference ex- 

; orphanages, home and other benevolences beyond the bounds of the 
Sale chnadlt the sum of $700,000 for the first year, $800,000 for the second 
oe and $900,000 for the third year, and $1,000,000 for the fourth year in 


cash or its equivalent.” 


Now, as I see it, 
been provided for and 


prethren, ‘the various secretaries that have already 
elected by this General Conference will look after 
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this third item of this four-year program pretty well; that will be their 
chief business. But this second item is the one that is going to challenge | 
us primarily and this board and its secretary will have to deal with this 
great educational campaign, and money raising campaign. I believe I 
have said enough for what I have in mind in presenting this resolution, 
and I believe it should be considered. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. I would like to ask the brother a question, if he 
really means what he says, that the big thing in that program is No, 2 instead 
of No. 1—the quickening of the Church and the winning of souls to the 
Church—isn’t that the greatest thing in this program? | 

Proressor BarisH. No, you don’t understand what I have in mind. The | 
biggest thing from the standpoint of the pastors of the denomination of 
course is Item 1. I desire to present this resolution: 2 

Resolved, that the office of Secretary of Education be combined with the 
office of Secretary of the Board of Administration, and that the present | 
Secretary of Education be elected Secretary of the Board of Administration. — 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote? 

JAy M. Cogan, of East Ohio Conference. I am opposed to this resolu- 
tion, and I should like to take the matter up and ‘then stand by it. Four 
years ago we started on this Christian Stewardship propaganda. We 
just fairly get started on something and then let it go for some other new | 
fangled idea and we start on that. We have just gotten thoroughly under 
headway with a representative at the head of this department, and now 
we propose to throw the thing overboard and experiment with something | 
else. I am not as much opposed to the professor’s resolution as I am to the 
principle involved of doing one thing to-day and dropping it and doing 
another thing to-morrow. I wish there was enough stability about us to 
stay with a proposition and work it out and either prove it is a good thing | 
or not a good thing; and for the purpose of stability and service, I wish 
we might go on and further develop our constituency along the line of | 
Christian Stewardship. I don’t want to minimize these other interests. 
I am ready and willing to do anything that may be required to make them 
efficient and effective in our organization these coming four years, but I | 
don’t want to tear down something that we have already started. I don’t 
see, brethren, that we will get anywhere by that process. You have under- 
taken a great thing for the four years. I came to this Conference, Mr. Bishop, 
with a firm conviction that we ought to retrench, but we have not retrenched 
one iota, and I have been with you in all these forward movements, and 
so I am as much to blame for it as any one else, but surely we don’t want. 
to retrench on this— one of the most vital interests in all our church life. | 
Hence, I am opposed to the resolution. } 


G. H. Pepper, of Wisconsin Conference. If this four-year goal is the | 
greatest thing we have ever inaugurated, we cannot afford to load one man 
down so he can’t do it. I am opposed to the resolution. 

Rey. J. W. Laks, of St. Joseph Conference. From the very beginning 
of our General Conference we have sounded the key-note on education. We) 
have said it was going to be the great thing to lead the way in all our. 
endeavors for the next four years, and in harmony with that idea we placed | 
it in a department by itself. We have re-elected the secretary for leadership 
and we have been looking forward to some of the best things in that depart- 
ment, and it seems to be inconceivable by this Conference that he will have 
his hands as full as anybody ought to have to carry out all the propaganda 
of education, yet he should also become Secretary of this Board of Administra- 
tion. I think by this we would be taking a step backward. We will be 
doing as a brother said this afternoon, loading the horse until he becomes 
discouraged. We are threatening the very purpose for which we have formed 
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our goal. We are endeavoring to load it down so much that everything 
will go to pieces because of inability to do the work. I stand for the original 
action and against the amendment. 

Calls for the question, 

Tue Prestipent. As many as favor the amendment offered by Brother 
Baish will show the hand. Opposed, by like sign. It does not prevail. You 
will prepare your ballots for a secretary. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Before we proceed, may I ask a question? May be 
I should have asked it before but I would like to ask it anyhow before I vote, 
if I am in order, I don’t want to discuss anything—whether it is a fact 
that what you are proposing to do now is largely included in this goal, and 
if so, I should like to know how I shall go home to my people and tell them 
about the intelligence of this audience. They practically cover the same 
sphere. I think they will consider it an outrage and they will not feel like 
throwing much of their money into this goal if we are not willing on our 
legislation and in our arrangement we are making for the work of the 
Church, or the finances of the Church during the quadrennium to make 
very much of it. You are killing it right in the beginning by your want of 
sense of economy. 

Tue PRESIDENT. It is a change of name—instead of being secretary of 
Christian Stewardship, it is Secretary of the Board of Administration. 

_ Docror Lowery. It is the same nevertheless. May I state what I mean? 
You are proposing to go on now with the election of secretary. You elected 
a secretary to have charge of education. What is this goal but education? 
If it is anything, it is that. If it is not that, it is nothing. 

Srcrerary Hammack. This afternoon it was ordered that the Committee 
on Nominations should prepare a ballot containing six names, three of whom 
were to be elected as additional trustees of Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 
That has been handed to 'the secretaries and I understood it was to be 
printed. It has been prepared to send to the printers. Shall we have it 
printed to be returned on Monday morning, or will you suspend the rules 
and vote on them to-day? 

Also the Committee on Nominations have handed in the nominations 

or Board of Administration and it is quite a rene UBy ticket. 

Said ticket is as follows: 

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION, 
Hast District Laymen— 


istrict Ministers— 
East Distrt Vote for three. 


Vote for three. 


R. J. White, W. E. Hodges, 

J. S. Fulton, M. H. Meyers, 

D. D. Lowery, J. Raymond Engle, 
A. A. Long, Win. McFaul, 

W. F. Gruver, J. H. Ruebush, 

Jee de OSten. J. J. Shore. 


Central District Laymen— 


Central District Ministers— 
Vote for three. 
J. H. Harris, 
M. R. Ballinger, 
CG. W. Kurtz, 
A. R. Clippinger, 
Revi Eitt; 
H. Patterson. 
“4, 


We 


Vote for three. 
H. M. Whitcraft, 
Jay M. Cogan, 
Fred H. Rike, 
W. P. Alspach, 
J. P. West, 

J. W. Brown. 
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Northwest District Ministers— 
Vote for two. 
Vv. W. Overton, 
J. W. Lake, 
J. E. Shannon, 
S. E. Shull. 


Southwest District Ministers— 
Vote for one. 
M. O. McLaughlin, 
C. E. Heisel. 


Pacific Coast District Ministers— 
Vote for one. 
G. E. McDonald, 
W. A. Nicoles. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Northwest District Laymen— 
Vote for two. 
I. J. Good, 
F. P. Geib, 
F. N. Munch, 
C. L. Raymond. 


Southwest District Laymen— 
Vote for one. 
R. H. Bennett, 
S. C. Caldwell. 


Pacific Coast District Laymen— 
Mark Keppel, 
E. E. Hostetler. 


This has already gone to the printer. 


THE PRESIDENT. You will proceed with the ballot’for a secretary for the ~ 
The secretary will read the names of the tellers. 
J. J. Funk, A. L. Spafford, G. K. Hartman, and A. J. 


Board of Administration. 
SECRETARY LyTrr. 
Sechrist. 


The ballots were gathered and the board of tellers retired to make the 


count. 
Rev. W. L. Carrpress. 


I move th 
these Seminary directors to-night. 


Seconded by Charles J. Hall, of Miami Conference, 


Dr. W. R. Fun: 


and you will hear that report. 


It might as 
them printed and back here before 

THE PRESIDENT. The motion is to 
of the Committee on Nominations and take the ballot to-night. 
favor this will show the hand. Opposed, by like sign. The rule is suspended 


well be‘understood that we could not get 
you adjourn by Monday noon. 
suspend the rules and hear the report 


Rey. S. E. Suu, Secretary of the Committee: 


Additional nominees for trustees of Bonebrak 
Two must be from Ohio. 


Vote for three. 
J. B. Connett, Lower Wabash, 
J. H. Little, Kansas, 

W. C. May, Ohio, 


THE PRESIDENT. We will now 
The secretary will rea 


directors. 
SECRETARY LyTER. 
and F. G@. Radabaugh. 


count. 


Ira D. Warner, Ohio, 
M. B. Monn, Ohio, 
E. 8. Neuding, Ohio. 


proceed with the ballot for these Seminary 
d the names of the tellers. 
D. Robinson, E. A. Lilly, E. B. Ward, W. A. Nicholes, 


The ballots were gathered and the board of tellers retired to make the 





e rules be suspended and we vote for 


As many as 


e Theological Seminary. 


THE PRESIDENT. The ballots for the Evangelistic Commission will now 
be distributed and the ballot will be taken. 

Dr. J. T. Fosirrer. Ag to the matter that was discussed last night with 
reference to ministerial relief and decided by this body, I would like to know 
how, when, and by whom will this commission on ministerial relief be ap- 
pointed and how will it apply to this four-year 'program. It was discussed 
last evening that this ministerial relief commission would be appointed by 
this body. What was done with that? 

THE Presipentr. It was passed yesterday evening, and I suppose the 


Bishops will have to appoint that commission and it will report back to this 
Conference on Monday. : 
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THE PRESIDENT. Now, brethren, if you ‘will just kindly refrain from 
talking we will ballot on the Evangelistic Commission. 'The secretary will 
read the list of tellers. 

SECRETARY LytTER. W. M. Jones, C. W. Kurtz, J. F. Musselman, C. Wi. 
Wilson, and J. H. Brunk. ; 

The ballots were gathered and the board of tellers retired to make the 
count. 

Dr. S. W. Pau, of East Tennessee Conference. I would like to make a 
motion at this time. I move that Bishop Weekley be elected superintendent 
of evangelism for the coming quadrennium. 

Seconded by Rev. W. L. Childress. 

The motion was adopted. [Applause. ] 

BisHorp BELL. Bishop Weekley, the Board of Bishops are inclined to 
offer its judgment to you for what you may consider it worth. We have 
the feeling that you are a leader of real merit in the session evidenced here 
of requesting economy and refusing a salaried office and increasing our 
overhead expense to an abnormal degree, and we have the feeling as a board 
that if, instead of putting another secretary into the field, you would allow the 
Board of Administration authority to create as it goes, and as the campaign 
develops such special agencies, and those special agencies may be secretaries 
already salaried and therefore economy in that respect, but we believe we 
ought to offer you this paper: . 

The Board of Bishops offer the judgment that, in the interest of both 
efficiency and economy, it would be better if the General Conference re- 
frained from electing a secretary of the Board of Administration, and simply 
empower the Council to employ any necessary agencies when the work in 
its development should clearly indicate both the wisdom and necessity of spe- 
cial agencies. [Signed] Wm. M. Bert, G. M. Matuews, Cyrus J. Kepuart, H. H. 
Four, A. T. Howarp, 

_. Pres. I. J. Goop. I move that this recommendation be adopted by this 
body. Seconded. 

(After various members of the General Conference had expressed their 
opinion pro and con, and reference had been made to the fact that ballot had 
already been taken for the office of secretary; and a motion had been made 
to reconsider that action, the following statement was made by the chair): 

Tue Presipenr. The chair is of the opinion that you cannot reconsider. 
You cannot go back and take up this matter again. 

Voice. Good. q i 

SrecrerARY Hammack. We have the report of the board of tellers for 
3ecretary of the Board of Administration: 


BALLOT FOR SECRETARY OF BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION. 


TTD EVD PIG Ge cee sccreteuerer oleae ede, on eA MRSL CIO IMS CIT toda ely s stale 's 1 
. 18 yee] bron nvtea nieces erelicie. oLoweranit acheach oie Et SISLAS AVG CI Per ATaaeg, ocelha tole. ake al 
i. SW a gets are LW Wis VATIONS OM OS cc oaronee se ed ere i 
Tie @, Woedrulic. oct ee WOW OL Maman a ilial ae ae 2 
MR. Drury: .----+ 52 -s 0s esses Ra Rs eB WE CSR CHS Fi2% oetaes abe yay arc chats 2 
WwW, G. Clippinger...02..--+---- +: DAT CES SEU Heal rstttaeteeeiehe, s-eyehe ars inter = » 4 
TG) Hubetec. cre wit ot cielo 3. SEW Ba Schelia swtaaeiieat atoie 17 
Tg, Shannon ec. .246e 08. WL. d 165 14; TASienidalibgsy esd. Witenes 108 
G E. McDonald.........---.+++>- 4 Number of votes cast.......... 165 
ee ee re eee F Necessary to choice............ 84 

Tye Presipenr. You have elected Dr. J. S. Kendall your Secretary of 


ard of Administration. ; ; 
a Ee eeeant We will now vote for members of the Board of Educa- 


tion. Prepare your ballots. The secretary will announce the tellers. 


‘at 
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SEcRETARY HAMMACK. J. W. Kilbourne, W. H. McCormick, J. A. Blicken- 
staff, P. W. Drury, and Harry E. Lease. 
SECRETaRY Hammack. 1! have the following: 


Resolution Concerning the Church Treasurer.—Add to Section X., page 
44, of the Discipline: ‘In the interim of the meetings of the General Confer- 
ence, the General Church Treasurer shall be responsible to the Board of 
Administration for the faithful performance of his duties.” [Signed] G. A. 
LAMBERT, W. O. FRIES. 


THE PRESIDENT. As Many as favor the adoption of the report, will show 
the hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is approved. 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. I will read the following report of the Committee 
on Government of the Church: 


Day 

Discipline, page 91, Paragraph 9, add: 

“An exchange of church property for the purpose of federation with a 
church in another denomination in the community, may be effected when 
so desired upon approval of the annual conference.” |Signed| BH. L. SHUEY, 
Chairman; I. J. Goop, Secretary. : 


THE PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure? 

Rev. F. M. TestermMan, of Kansas Conference. I move its adoption. 

Seconded by Rey. A. A. Chapman. 

Dr. S. W. Patt. I would like an explanation of that. if am not clear 
as to the meaning of that item. Does it comprehend the federation taking 
the property? 

H. L. SHury. The proposition means this. It grows out of the con: 
stantly-changing rural condition. I can illustrate the change that is in mind 
better than I can explain it. It. will take a moment. In one conference 
there are two communities, we will say, in which there are four churches 
of two denominations. In one place our Chureh is the strong one and the 
other is weak; in the other case, our Church is weak and the other is strong. 
There is support enough for only one in each place. It is proposed to con- 
solidate. In the one case where the other is weak, it will come to us, and 
in the other, we will go to them. The suggestion has been made that there 
should be authority given to the annual conference to note these conditions 
in the rural communities where necessary. Thus far there is nothing def- 
inite in the Discipline. It can only be done upon the authority of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The motion was adopted. 


SECRETARY HAmMaAcK. I have another report of the Committee on Goy- 
ernment of the Church: 


In the matter of the reports of secretaries and general officers for the 
next General Conference, the committee reports the following recommen- | 
dations: : 


“1. We deem it. not advisable to suggest a change in the date of the 
closing of the fiscal year. 

“2. We recommend that the plan of submitting reports for the next 
General Conference be referred to the Board of Administration for its action, 
suggesting that a practical plan be arranged for advance reports.” [ Signed] 
E. L. Saury, Chairman; I. J. Goop, Secretary. : 


THE PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure? 


Dr. M. B. Spayp. I move its adoption. Seconded. 
The report was adopted. 


SECRETARY HAMMACK. T have still another report of the Committee on 
Government of the Church. 
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XII. 

Without recommendation, the committee reports for Conference action 
the following proposition: 

1. Page 31, Section III., Paragraph 1, eliminate reference to superin- 
tendent’s stewards. The paragraph will then read, ‘Every church may have 
one or more class stewards, chosen as provided on page 66, under annual 
reorganization.” 

2. Omit Paragraph 5, page 32, referring to conference superintendent 
steward. [Signed] E. L. Suury, Chairman; I. J. Goon, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. Will you adopt this report? 

J. J. SHore, of West Virginia Conference. JI move its adoption. 

Seconded. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. I would like to ask a question. In a case where pos- 
sible a circuit does not adopt the budget system, may it have the old plan? 
I know a number of such places. The presiding elder steward as he was 
formerly called is a member of the quarterly conference. Now this means 
more than the simple fact of passing it and I don’t think it affects anything 
where they adopt the budget system and if it helps some place where they 
have not adopted the budget system it should not be eliminated. Therefore 
I do not favor its elimination. : 

E. L. SHury. These two items are practically dead. It does not affect 
what I think is called the circuit steward. It does not affect that item— 
it is the old presiding elder steward. : 

Dr. S. W. Pau. There are places in our country work where that is not 
dead, where they have not adopted the budget system and where the entire 
superintendent’s salary is brought up by the superintendent-steward and it 
would certainly interfere in their plan if this were eliminated. 

Dr. J. E. SHannon. .It is only kind for us to say to them who have not 
adopted the budget system, that the General Conference adopted the budget 
system for the entire denomination. If he gathers money for the pastor’s 
salary or superintendent’s salary or for the goal, he is a steward, and he 
brings the money and it goes into the budget. If he goes and collects for 
the district superintendent’s salary, what is he going to do with it? When 
he brings it in it is turned into the budget. There is no treasurer for super- 
intendent’s salary or pastor’s salary or goal money or anything of the kind, 
but it goes into the budget, and we propose to ask all of the United Brethren 
congregations to do what the general Conference asks in the matter, the only 
United Brethren system, which is the budget. ; ; 

Dr. J. T. Foster. That sounds very good and may be all right in theory 
but I am talking about the facts upon the firing line, and saying that there 
are some things that may sound good, but which won’t do in practice. But 
how are you going to adopt the budget system under certain conditions? 
We have been working at this matter for some little time and I was over a 
number of places where the people almost revolt against the idea of a budget, 
but they will come across with the superintendent’s salary. Are you going to 
force a budget on them, or are you going to allow them to work in their 
own way, which means absolutely the same thing but under a different name? 
I still stand for the old system where you can’t adopt the new. I move the 
elimination of that item. 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. It seems to me it is very 
inconsistent for this Church to adopt the budget system as Doctor Shannon 
has suggested and keep a clause in the Discipline which is out of harmony 
with that item. We go contrary to our own legislation. Now, if _there is 
some local church that hasn’t gotten up to the budget plan, and still wants 
to hold on to that plan and have some one look after the superintendent’s 
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salary, which I think is a very undignified thing for any church to have an 
official go around to anybody to gather up two or three dollars for support- 
ing the superintendent; but if any local church still wants to do that, there 
isn’t any reason why they couldn’t have some one to do that without making 
such person an official in the church, and having that person recognized 
by the church government as an official, which is out of harmony with our 
polity. 

Tur PrResipeNT. Are you ready to vote on the motion to eliminate? 

Dr. J. S. Futton. I will ask a question whether such a party is not an 
official member. Page 34 of the Discipline says, ‘“‘The members of the 
quarterly conference shall be . . . . class stewards, and all other stewards, 
whose appointments have been ratified by the quarterly conference.” There 
is nothing in the road of appointing that kind of a steward and having him 
report. : 


THE PRESIDENT, AS many as favor Doctor Foster’s motion to eliminate 
will show the hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is not eliminated. 

The report was then adopted. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


Change in Discipline Relative to Minimum Salary of Pastors.—Resolved, 
That on page 55 of the Discipline, in item 8 of Section VII., the word “eight” 
be substituted for the word “six,” so that it will read as follows: 

“Article 8. The conference superintendent shall earnestly endeavor to 
arouse the membership of the church to a more uniform performance of their 
duties, on a minimum salary of eight hundred dollars and parsonage on each 
charge, and shall suggest that most practicable means for securing the same.” 


Rev. H. W. Wippors. I move the adoption of the report. 
Seconded by D. H Counseller, of Sandusky Conference. 
The report was adopted. 


THE PRESIDENT. I thank you. We are doing business now. 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEACONESS WORK. 

We, your Committee on Deaconess Work, recommend the following 
changes in the Discipline. See page 73, Section I. 

Sub-section 1. Insert the words, “led by the Holy Spirit,’ following the | 
word “piety,” so it will read, “When any sister of suitable age, health, ability, 
culture, and piety, led by the Holy Spirit, wished to become a deaconess, she 
shall receive a recommendation to the quarterly conference from the class 
where she holds her membership. If, after examination by the conference 
superintendent, or a committee appointed by him, she is approved by the 
quarterly conference, she shall receive license to perform the duties of a 
deaconess in the local church, said license subject to annual renewal.” 


Dr. W. O. Fries. I move that the “shall,” the last word in the fourth 
line, be changed to “may.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Then how will it read? 

Dr. Fries. “She may receive a recommendation.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESENT. I have no objections. The next item. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


Sub-section 8. In the first line the words, “shall be” to be stricken out 
and the words “may be worn” inserted after the word “bishops” in the second 
line, so it will read: “A uniform costume selected by the committee appointed 
by the Bishops, may be worn to distinguish and protect her.” [Signed] N. J. 
MacIntyre, Chairman; BruLtaw CHAPPELLE, Secretary. 
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THE PRESIDENT, Let us have a motion to adopt. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I move the adoption of this resolution. 

Seconded. : 

Rev. C. A. Henpersuot. If the chair please, I wish to raise a question 
as to this. You will find on page 74, Paragraph 8, “On the completion of the 
course of study, and two years’ practical work under the direction of a pastor, 
or an equivalent course in an approved training school; or literary school 
providing such courses, the deaconess shall be consecrated to this service by 
a Bishop or conference superintendent and receive a permanent license, and 
may be given membership in the annual conference.” I would like to know 
before we pass this item, what that means; whether it means the full privi- 
leges of a minister who has given six years’ time in course of study of the 
annual conference; whether you will place a deaconess who has served two 
years on an equality with a preacher? 

THE PRESIDENT. Certainly not. It would be improper to do that. 

Rey. C. A. HenpersHor. Then what will be her privileges in the annual 
conference? 

BisHop Matruews. That deserves defining, brethren. 

Doctor Fries. I recognize the importance of a decision in this matter 
and I move that this report be laid on the table until Monday morning, 
with the request that the Bishops give a rendering of that before the vote 
shall be taken on that question. 

Seconded. 

‘THE PRESIDENT. As many as favor it, show the hand. Opposed, by like 
sign. It is deferred until Monday morning. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION AND CHURCH UNION. 

Your Committee on Federation and Church Union, to which was referred 
the report of the Commission on Church Union, respectfully reports that it 
has given said report careful study, and, after such study, respectfully recom- 
mends: 

First, that the recommendations of the commission be concurred in. 

Second, that the Discipline be changed in the following particulars. (a) 
Strike out paragraphs numbered 1, 2, and 3, page 224, of the Discipline, and 
substitute therefor the following, as Paragraph No. 1: 

“The vote upon the question of organic union with the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church shall be ordered by the Board of Bishops, at such time only 
as they are well assured that the taking of the vote is desirable and judicious, 
as a step in the forwarding of the movemeint.” 

(b) That the remaining paragraphs under Church Union be renumbered, 
so that No. 4 will become No. 2, No. 5 will become No. 3, No. 6 will become 
No. 4, and No. 7 will become No. 5. Respectfully submitted. [Signed] A. B, 
WricHt, Chairman; Frep P. Grr, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure? 

Frep P. Gers. I move its adoption. 

Seconded, by Prof. H. H. Baish. 

J. W. Kine, of Oklahoma Conference. It seems to me this is now doing 
away with everything that has been done about this union. Bishop Mathews 
the other day in reply for the Bishops here, spoke of great obstacles being in 
the way. I didn’t know there were any, and I would like to be informed 
what these great obstacles are. I ask for information. If there are any, 

i lace to say so. : 
ae eee I will simply state to the brother that I ought to have 
said, “seeming great obstacles in the way.” 

Tue Presipent. The great difficulty in our way, a great lot of our 
Church doesn’t want church union, and so with the Methodist Protestants. 
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Hon. R. H. Benner. My recollection is that after the action of the other 
day, this matter was referred to the Board of Bishops, and certain other 
gentlemen to bring in a report here, and if this paper is to be adopted as it 
stands, there is absolutely no use for that further report, and I want to say 
frankly that so far as I am concerned if that thing is adopted in that shape, 
I helieve it becomes the worst disgrace upon this General Conference that 
has happened in years. I say it with some feeling, but I say it frankly, if we 
are going to back up on this proposition, let us be honest enough to say we 
are backing up, and that it is our fault. I am not willing to go on record 
in face of the record we have made, and the work we have done, and the faith 
that we have plighted to these men, and the fact that we have exploited it not 
only in this General Conference, but for two General Conferences before this, 
that church union is a righteous cause and that the spirit of God is leading 
1s forvard in this movement, and then come in here and say that there are 
insuperable difficulties in the way of church union, it simply means, gentle- 
men, that somebody thinks there are so many men in the United Brethren 
Church that are unfavorable to church union that we are afraid to face the 
proposition. 

Now, I am not married to church union. That isn’t it, but if the United 
Brethren Church hasn’t come up to the place under the leadership of the 
Spirit, which we said was leading us to where we are willing to go forward 
with this, let us say so frankly and have no mistake about it. Let us not 
blame it on to seeming legal obstacles, because if that is true we never can 
unite with any Christian denominations; the same legal barriers would be 
in the way of them, and yet your pronouncement was that we are ready for 
it when all the Protestant churches are ready to unite. That can’t be true if 
these barriers are there. So I say I hope that either this matter will not be 
adopted in that form, or else it will be laid on the table for a further report 
which we have provided for. 

Tue Presipentr. The motion is to adopt this paper. 

BisHor Marupws. I might say this that we tried to get the committee 
together, but Judge Brewer went home to-day to be able to hold his court on 
Monday, and Judge McFaul has also gone, and we are trying to get it to- 


gether. Judge Bennett is here. We would be glad to get together Monday 
sometime if we Can. 


Frep P. Gris. I desire to offer a word of explanation for the committee. 
I think that the brother over here is mistaken in inferring, or apparently 
making statements from which it is intended that the Conference shall infer 
that the committee reported that there were insuperable obstacles in the way. 
That was not the report of the committee. That was the statement made 
from the platform here, and not from the committee. If you examine the 
report of the committee you will find no reference in it to insuperable ob- 
stacles. The report of the committee is practically an expression from one 
of the recommendations that were made by the Commission on Church Union, 
and reported to this Conference, and which the Conference in turn referred 
to the committee on church union. I am very sorry that I did not see the 
chairman of that committee here. If he is here I would very much prefer 
that he would present this matter, but for myself as a member’ of that com- 
mittee I want to say very frankly that if this report means that the matter 
of church union is to be buried by this report, then I don’t favor the report, 
but I signed this report because I had faith that the Board of Bishops would 
submit this proposition of church union to vote, as we are morally bound 
to do. I believe that as scon as they act in good faith, that the obstacles 
which have existed in the past will be removed; and in-the meantime a good 
effort will be made to remove those obstacles. Now, if I am mistaken in that 
assumption, then I am not in favor of this report, but I signed the report 
because I believed that it pays to go a little slowly sometimes, and if there 
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are seeming obstacles in the way, it is better to take a little time and be 
patient, even if it takes four years more to bring about this result without 
a rupture in our denomination, as to assume now the matter is ended either 
one way or the other. This leaves it open for a time; it leaves it open for 
this committee of which Brother Bennett is a member, to investigate these 
alleged obstacles and find out what there is to them and get them out of 
the way, so that we can go forward. So far as I know personally, I am not 
on the inside of this proposition and knew nothing about it except what I 
heard on the floor of the General Conference four years ago, and what I have 
read in the papers since, and what I have learned since I came here, and 
which you all heard, and that is, that the idea is to go forward in this matter 
and not to let it stop here, and if this means stopping it here, I for one am 
opposed to it, but I do not think it does. 

: BisHop MarHEews. I would like to say a word as chairman of the com- 
mission. It was a slip of the tongue in the midst of an extemporaneous reply 
when the word “seeming” was omitted. Let us look at the facts, brethren, and 
let us be real calm about this. I know from Doctor Davis, who is the 
president of the Methodist Protestant Church—he doesn’t look along that 
line at all. When we met in Indianapolis the closing words of their report 
were, that inasmuch as we could not get into organic union, we propose to 
enlarge the circle and take other denominations in, and the last word I 
received from President Davis was that he would begin the address there, 
and not give us a lambasting at all—and join with us in this church union 
in which I hope in the providence of God we shall come. Now, that is the 
real situation and we reported in reference to that, when we made our report 
—the conclusions of our report and the Methodist Protestants were joining 
with us in that faith, in that spirit, in that conclusion, and they are glad, 
and the address of the president before the Methodist Episcopal Conference 
was, that they would not unite with that episcopal body, but they would join 
with us and others, in a larger alignment of these great bodies for the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. They are there now. Then 
President Davis said so frequently—we are together right there, brethren, 
that is our way. . 

Rev. W. L. Cuinpress. I suppose if this union is to be carried out, it 
will be like a dog’s tail—it will be bound to occur (a cur). But at the same 
time I wish to say this, I am speaking right on the question, if we are going 
to divide our Church and create a schism in the body, we might get through 
and have a union by law that would make of us two bodies, but you might 
have union without harmony. You can tie two cats together by their tails 
and pitch them over a clothes line and you would have union but not har- 

ny. 

a ae F. M. TestrerMaNn. I would like to make this statement. I don’t 
think any other committee had so much dynamite as this. uy don’t see any 
reason to’ work ourselves up to white heat. The gentlemen did the very best 
they could under the circumstances, and I can’t agree with everything the 
other brother has said. We presented the report in harmony with all the 
- evidence at hand and literally, myself copied extracts from the Bishops, and 
so far as this report is concerned, I see no reason why we should get excited 
over it. I think it is about as good a report as some of the other brethren 
could have made, if they had been on this committee. 

Tu PRESIDENT. Now, you see where you are getting to. 

Bisuop KepHarr. I would just like to say a few words please. _ First of 
all, this report that has come to this committee is from the commission on 
church union and not simply from the Bishops. I am willing so far as I am 
concerned to take all of the responsibility that properly belongs to me in~ 
either my personal or official relation concerning this matter—all that 
properly belongs to it. I do not believe that it is either wise or proper in any 
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sense for us as a body to lay the responsibility of this matter upon the Board 

of Bishops, as this recommendation does lay it, unless we mean exactly what 

we say. If by this resolution we mean that it is our intention to go forward 

to the taking of a vote upon this. question, then as one of your Bishops Iam 

willing to take my responsibility as to judging when that time shall come, | 
but if this is simply a movement to quiet the situation and to leave an im- 

pression that we are thinking of taking a vote when we are not thinking of 

any such thing, then I do not wish to consider, so far as Iam concerned, any 

question of this character or assume any responsibility in that relation. I do 

not care to be charged with responsibility of undertaking to decide when it 

is proper to have this vote cast and then come up to the condition and say 

it is not our intention to have it cast at all. I very much agree with. state- 
ments that are presented here that either we should say that we are at a_| 
point where we do not wish to consider this matter further, or that we should 
definitely say that the time for the presentation for a vote is not at hand, | 
and we authorize our Board of Bishops and the Commission on Church | 
Union to go forward and seek the legitimate consummation, but not try to 

cloud the air by a statement here that is possible of a half-dozen construc- 

tions. I don’t believe in that kind of construction. 


Dr. W. R. Funk. I have not heard the discussion on church union, and 
I may go quite afield in the discussion that I may give at this moment, but 
there are just a few things that I do want to say on this subject. Being 
one of the first in this denomination to favor church union, I believe it is 
but fair that an expression be given at this time, for my position has not 
changed one particle fronr what it was when we made the first effort in this | 
direction. I wish to say that as fundamental to anything that I might say 
at this moment on this subject, I believe as firmly in church union to-night 
as I did at the time when we started these negotiations, and I honestly be- 
lieve that the time will come when the United Brethren Church and other 
churches of similar size will find it Christian and right in every particular | 
to join in a general church union movement. T believe that the time will 
come, and I am sure that no one dares to-night to say that I am not a | 
thorough-going United Brethren even after I have made that statement. I am | 
as loyal to my Church as any man here to-night—-just as loyal, no more 
loyal, but just as loyal. I wish further to say that in these negotiations that i 
have gone forward, I have stood personally with a clear and definite position, | 
and if you will take the time to look at your proceedings of four years ago, 
you will remember that I pleaded as best I could for that General Confer- 
ence to give an expression on the one vital question that should have been 
determined at that meeting before the question was determined under the 
paper that was submitted by the Board of Bishops at that session. For im- 
mediately we were thrown into chaos, and from that moment forward the 
question of church union was an unédecided question in this denomination. 
Men and women were not given a chance four years ago to give an expression 
on the vital question of whether or not they wanted church union, and I 
say that any method that prohibits a direct and positive statement on these. 
questions will bring just what we have experienced during these four years. | 
Now, where are we? These resolutions leave the matter all in the air,/as I?} 
take it from what Bishop Kephart has said. Brethren, do not do that. We 
have backed down on church union, and we might as well say it. Let us have 
the courage of our convictions to say that we are not ready for church union, 
for that is actually our action, and let us be faithful to one thing; do not 
leave these Methodist Protestant brethren in the dark. Do not allow them 
to say what they said to your representatives, Bishop Mathews and myself, 
at Zanesville, in their general conference, when, in reply to our words of 
sreeting they said, “We have been wondering just what was the matter with 
the United Brethren Church on this question.’: And they had a right to 
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wonder. I believe in being fair. I believe in taking upon ourselves what 
responsibility is due, and face the issue squarely and fairly, and say on this 
proposition to-night, if your resolution, as indicated by the last speaker, is 
in a question of doubt, the time is here to remove that doubt and to give a 
positive, clean, straightforward statement in reference to this great question. 
We will make by it and God will honor us and we will stand right before 
the world. But otherwise if we polyfox on this proposition, we will lose 
respect and caste among the religious denominations of this land. So, I want 
to make that statement clear and distinct as representing my own heart 
to-night, as one of those who stood steadfastly without moving one inch from 
my position, taken at the beginning, until this evening hour. [Applause.] 


THE PRESIDENT. Are you ready to vote? 

H. L. SuHury. I don’t know that I am competent to speak on this ques- 
tion. I confess that I do not know much of the details of the negotiations 
that have taken place in this connection. With others of the Church, I 
have felt myself disgraced on more than one occasion in these two years 
because of the seeming inconsistency of our own position. I agree with 
Doctor Funk on that thing most emphatically, but may I digress just long 
enough to make this suggestion, Mr. Chairman, that one of the troubles with 
ourselves, and with other denominations, too, is that we are afraid to face 
the fact that there is a growing disinclination among thinking men to have 
any regard for denominational lines? Now, I am not questioning whether 
it is right or wrong. That is not the question, but I insist that if we, as 
Christians, want to maintain our place among men, we have got to find a 
clearer statement and clearer reasons for our views; that men think new— 
we are in the habit of wondering why men are indifferent to the church in 
this age, and I can take you to groups of men any day you want to go—lI 
have not a particle of doubt, I have not tried it out, but I am sure I can get 
a group of men right here—men who seriously oppose the Christian Church 
to-day for its divided state. Now, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that it 
ought not to be a question of looking to this particular form, but we ought 
to be looking forward to what way we can find some common ground upon 
which the whole group of these denominations may siand and work together. 
It doesn’t mean organic union, necessarily, with a lot of them, but there 
ought to be a working union among a lot of us—an agreement that we will 
stay out where others go in, and they will stay out where we go in—and thus 
strengthen each other. If we don’t, I make this prediction, growing out of 
my experience, for my business and mv associations, unfortunately, take me 
largely among men who are not church members, but I make this prediction, 
that we will lose our power and influence among thinking men who are too 
liberally inclined and who think most of the things worth while in this world 
can be done without the church. They are wrong. There is no question in 
my mind about that, but it is our fault that they are thinking that way. 
Therefore, it seems to me we ought to be giving more time and more thought 
to these big problems ahead of us than some of the little matters of detail 
upon which we spend so much time. J beg your pardon, but I had this in 
my mind, and I couldn’t keep it any longer. 

“ SporETARY Hammack. I move this be laid on the table until Monday 
morning. Seconded. 

The motion was adopted. 

Frep P. Grete. I rise to a question of personal ‘privilege. I am not able 
to be here Monday morning when this report upon church union is to be 
taken up, and in some of the remarks that have been made here to-night, 
it seems to me it has been made to appear that the committee is responsible 
for presenting a meaningless report. I want to say for myself and for the 
committee, that if the report is meaningless, it is so because it is couched 
in the exact language of the commission which was referred to the committee, 
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It is couched in the exact language of the commission, and I know the com- 
mittee never had an opportunity to study the matter of the commission, and 
felt obliged to use the language of the commission in formulating the report. 
If this matter had not been deferred, I am ready to-night to move that the 
commission be directed to proceed to take this vote, in order that there may 
be a definite, positive expression on the part of the rank and file of the 
Church as to what they think about church union, and as I understand it, 
we are committed morally to that step because the parties on the other side 
of this agreement have fulfilled their part of it in every way, and we have 
not. I think that we cannot refrain from doing it. 

Doctor Lowery. This report is tabled. ; 

Frep P. Gris. Without lack of good faith and trying to make it go 
that way. 

Secretary Hammack reads ballot for additional members of Bonebrake 
Seminary Board. 


BALLOT FOR ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF BONEBRAKE SEMINARY BOARD. 


NVR Gay el Vax tens Soa ccsrorneee ety emcee eters 105. “Iral D Weeener. ! sc). 88 
TieBcc COMNEGUG ak users ace hice Sy Bie. Sen INCLRGN TS ais) lee cee tart. ae ee ET 
pga ed Ss Ca) BA Wie a a 8 609 Me Be SMOn ii. ns soe eae oe eee 67 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected Rev. W. C. May, Rev. Ira D. Warner, 
and Dri-J. B. Connett as members of the Seminary Board. 
Secretary Hammack read ballot for Evangelistic. Commission. 


BALLOT FOR EVANGELISTIC COMMISSION. 


MINISTERS. LAYMEN, 

Jace MALlerSOM trace sie rte: OG edn SEL TCE es euseanne notes tee ee 127 
Op ee Willian st eateen are ey oo oe 90 Be ECan Ser et etn a Oe ee, ae 68 
Teoh AL MOE peta caren ee 135° Elmer Henderson =. 52.2.2 wens 97 
Ae cA VORS vibra eight eee 63° /- Arthur Je Mitchell 2355 ose 70 
Je CGTOVER sen mle ion cee hy cee 68). Wa UB ROUST ches. a heteuce eee 82 
dj Nevalg nelaieeKelmoe Biais-g OH pond Olas aia 19S Fal UCK SS aye hee ne 86 


THE PRESIDENT. Who are elected among the ministers? 

SECRETARY HamMack. J. H. Shannon, J. H. Patterson, and O. E. Williams. 
Laymen, J. H. Little, Elmer Henderson, and J. J. Dick. 

THE PRESIDENT. You have elected these ag your evangelistic commission. 
Now, we have a nttmber of short reports to be heard. 

Secretary Hammack read the report of Committee on Temperance. 


: REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 
The liquor traffic is getting its just dues in that it is being crowded 


to the very wall of its existence. France, Canada, and Russia have recently 


dealt it a telling and what, let us hope, may prove to have been its death 
blow in those countries. In the United States of America, we have witnessed 
victories which have come as a result of persistent opposition against its 
unlawful and destructive activities. The army and navy have been redeemed 
from the hindering curse of the canteen and sideboard. 
‘ The recent legislation at Washington prohibiting the shipping of liquors 
into territory where its manufacture and sale are prohibited, must have 
been the most painful and serious cut of the prohibition sword which this 
mighty and blatant Goliath of destruction and death has had brought down 
upon his infamous head. May it prove fatal. 
; For all the many signs which forecast the speedy extinction of the present 
licensed traffic in intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes, we desire to 
record our deepest gratitude. , 
And we congratulate our statesmen who, in persistent and heroic effort, 
have accomplished our present status of prohibition, and we pledge them 
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and every other organized agency which is exercising itself in the effort to 
make us a sober nation, our hearty co-operation and support from hence- 
forth, even unto the successful finish of the fight. 

Resolved. that in Discipline, page 87, Section II., Paragraph 1, first line, 
strike out the word “distilling” and insert the word “making” to harmonize 
with the rest of the sentence. [Signed] H. EH. Mirrer, Chairman; H. G. 
HANSEL, Secretary. 


THE PRESIDENT. What is your pleasure? 
Rey. W. L. Cuitpress. I move its adoption. 
Report adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. What is the next report? 
Secretary Hammack reads: 


To provide a standing committee on Lesson Courses of Study for the 
Sunday school. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LESSON COURSES. 

A. standing committee consisting of five members, two of whom shall 
be the editor of the Sunday-school literature and the general Sunday-school 
Secretary, shall be appointed by the executive committee of Department of 
Sunday School and Brotherhood. It shall be the duty of this committee to 
study the whole matter of religious education, examine all proposed courses 
of study, including those prepared by the International Sunday School Lesson 
Committee, and superintend the preparation of any new courses that may be 
deemed necessary to meet the requirements of our Sunday school. [Signed] 
Jas. H. Lirrrr, Chairman, Sunday School Committee; EE. A. Litry, Secre- 
tary.. 

Rey. W. L. Curpress. I move its adoption. 

Seconded by Charles J. Hall. 

Report adopted. 

Rey. J. H. Durron. I think we ought to have some consideration for the 
secretaries. . 

Smecrerary Hammack. These are the last two we have—only two short 
leaves. 

Rey. J. H. Durron. Those reports might provoke discussion. I know 
the one as to delegates to General Conference will provoke discussion. 

SrecreTARY HAMMACK. I have the report of the board of tellers of the 


Board of Education. 
BALLOT FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


We PVCS cera eh aaraiees cicnevensl oisrere relics TL Ar es mia WRUNG a 85 scatyolenencnctetee cas 72 
etree FV Eye SW oeke measeuckoystece cieco of svexenoie LS OW ec NY SUBRRLOT op Was cise at atavoless © miatcele 53 
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J. W. Kilbourne, Chairman. 


Tur PRESIDENT. You have elected Judge Wm. McFaul, Prof. H. H. Baish, 
Judge Walter Brewer for eight years, and Prof. A. A. Maysilles, Prof. J. P. 
West, and Prof. Mark Keppel for four years. 

Tur PRESIDENT. Proceed with the report. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 

PARTIAL REPORT OF COMMITTER ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY, 

After due consideration the committee beg leave to submit the following 

recommendations for favorable action: 


ter V., Section IX., page 31. ; 
phe andadl conferences shall be represented in the General Conference 


according to the following ratios: 
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All conferences having less than three thousand members shall be en- 
titled to two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; three thousand and less 
than eight thousand, two ministerial and two lay; eight thousand and less 
than thirteen thousand, three ministerial and three lay; thirteen thousand 
and less than eighteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; eighteen 
thousand and less than twenty-three thousand, five ministerial and five lay; 
the same ratio to be continued through conferences having larger numbers. 

E. L. Suury. What will be the effect of adopting that as to the number 
of members of the General Conference on the basis of the present arrange- 
ment? 

Dr. J. T. Roperts. There are about two hundred and fifty-six at this 
time. This would reduce it to about two hundred and ten. 

Rey. J. H. Durron. We figured that the goals for the next four years 
would overcome what we have cut down, possibly one delegate to every 
thousand and give us about the same sized General Conference the next 
time as we have now. 

BH. L. SHury. I am not one of those persons who believe that a small 
conference is a great blessing. I am inclined to think that a large gather- 
ing, while harder to take care of, a little more expensive in coming together 
as we have done each four years, is bound to have its influence in the Church, 
and I am questioning in my own mind unless there is a probability from 
experience, some of the rest know better than I, that this number will be 
kept pretty close to where we are now by the increase of these four years. 
I am questioning the reduction for the influence that is bound to go out. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


Chapter V., Section IX., Article III. 

Bishops’ announcement. Add the following to that article: “Providing, 
however, that at the following annual conference, should it occur after the 
statistical secretary has made his report that the number of members in the 
conference at that time, would change the number of delegates to which the 
conference is entitled, the presiding Bishop shall so announce to the confer- 
ence, and the conference shall nominate the number of delegates indicated 
by the membership at that time.” 


Moved that the delegates to General Conference memorialize the General 
Conference as follows: 

“Resolved, That we request our delegates to memorialize the General 
Conference, which is to meet in Wichita next May, to provide a loose-leat 
system of report blanks, simple and efficient in form, and of convenient and 
uniform size, covering the activities of the local church and all of the 
auxiliaries of the Church, including committee reports of the Christian 
Endeavor, suitable for either monthly or quarterly use.” [Signed] J. BH. 
Grimes, Chairman; J. H. Durron, Secretary. : 


THE PRESIDENT. Will you adopt this partial report? 

Rey. H. W. Wippors. I move the adoption of the partial report. 
Seconded. 

Report adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. You approve it. The next report. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPORAL ECONOMY. 

Owing to the fact that certain items from the report of the secretary 
of Christian Stewardship came into our hands after completing our former. 
report, our committee begs your indulgence while we submit to you this, 
our final report: 


: 
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First, that one-half the salary of the foreign Bishop be paid from the 
funds of the Foreign Mission Board. 

Second, that the matter of apportioning the budget to the general boards 
and to the annual conferences be’ left to the judgment of the general Board 
of Administration. 


Third, that the General Conference continue the budget system with the 
every-member canvass plan as set up in our united work program. 

Fourth, that the pension bureau be eliminated from the general budget 
and that the General Conference make provision for special pension fund. 

Fifth, that the budget be apportioned on the basis of $200,000 as a mini- 
mum for the first year, $210,000 for the second year, $220,000 for the third 
year and $225,000 for the fourth year, and that the goal through the quad- 
-rennium be $225,000. 
Sixth, that the Board of Control’be allowed Children’s Day in the Sunday 
-school, and the Christian Endeavor Anniversary Day in the Young People’s 
society for development and special offering for their respective departments. 


Dr. J. S. Kenpatyu. In reporting this action from the Commission on 
Finance, I observe they have left out “Hducation Day.” That should be 
inserted there in “sixth” in third line after “society.” 
Dr. J. S. Furron. I move that Item 6 be eliminated. 
Seconded. 

; Dr. C. W. BREwBakeR. May I have the privilege of saying a few words? 
‘For the past four years considerable work should have been done by our 
department, but we were unable to do it because of the fact we have not 
‘had sufficient funds. I was asked by the Finance Commission to loan in an 
educational way the Chidren’s Day work with.a view to getting a large 
offering for the general benevolence budget. I find from my communica- 
tions that the Children’s Day has fallen down simply because there was no 
special budget set before our Sunday schools. I want to say to you, dear 
brethren, as members of this General Conference, that with the present 
percentage rate under the Board of Control, it will be absolutely impossible 
for us to promote a campaign for the enlistment of a net increase of four 
hundred thousand during the next quadrennium—absolutely impossible. Do 
you know, gentlemen, to-night, that this great United Brethren Church with 
454,000 children and young people and adults enrolled in its numbers, that 
we are giving less money to run this department than many local churches 
in our denomination have to run one church. The city of Chicago is 
giving $19,000 for the budget of the International Committee to promote the 
interests of Sunday-schools in this nation of ours. I know of a local church 
in one of the eastern conferences that is contributing and contributed this last 
year, one hundred dollars to this International Association, I have no objec- 
tions gentlemen, to every Sunday school in the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ making an offering to the International Sunday-School Association, 
But I do object to our denomination falling down in promoting our Sunday- 
school work, and teaching denominational loyalty and setting up a great 
budget for our children and young people to follow. United Brethrenism 
first with me and then these international agencies, and I am loyal to both, 
and if you vote this down, then Mr. Bishop and members of this General 
‘Conference, you tie our hands for the promotion of the greatest propaganda 
you have ever set before this Church of ours. I beg of you in the name of 
lTesus Christ and in the name of the Church to which I have given my life and 
iny service, since I have given my heart to the Son of God, not to eliminate 
his, but to vote it in the name of the Master whom we all love and serve 
ape the ‘hundreds and Leones of children and young people whom we 
is education. 

pom Dr. Pe ana believe we would gain time if you would have the 
secretary ‘read that whole thing straight through now, and see what the 
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last clause says about them all. You won’t want to do that if you hear in | 
read through. Read the whole thing through. | 

Secretary Hammack reads on as follows: : 

Seventh, that Thanksgiving week be designated as the time when Home 
Missions shall be presented to our churches and Sunday schools for a special 
offering for their work. : 

EKighth, that Haster time be designated as the time when Foreign Mis- : 
sions shall be presented and make its appeal for specials. These special 
offerings are to be separate and apart from the budget apportionment. How- 
ever, where a church has not provided its budget in full, that church may 
apply from the special offering enough to make that particular item of the 
budget full. The surplus shall without fail go as special to the department 
for which it was taken. [Signed] J. E.-Grimes, Chairman; J. H. Durton, | 
Secretary. 


Rev, H. R. Hess. I rise to support Doctor Fulton’s amendment, I 
think after men like these men whom I have been watching and seeing 
what they do in this Church, they know what they are talking about. I have 
no objection, if we had millions of money, to fill all these treasuries, but, 
as was said this morning, you can discourage a man, therefore, I believe 
it is the best thing to eliminate as Doctor Fulton has proposed. 


Rev. J. H. Harris. -I am speaking from the point of view of a pastor 
and for the past four years I know there has been an objection on the part| 
of our Sunday schools and especially the primary department, to our taking 
offerings on Children’s Day and putting it into the budget, and I have had 
some conscientious scruples about doing it in that way. Now, we have) 
elected a general secretary for our Young People’s work and I meet the 
same thing with our young people, and this year they did away with the 
anniversary program. They said: Why should we hold it? They did not) 
care to have it. It used to be a very special day. I plead that we leave) 
this in here, and if there is a congregation that feels that they cannot meet 
it, you have a provision in the latter clause. Let us give the young people 
a chance; they are the hope of the Church and why should we come here and 
cast out these things. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. I rise to ask if this question wasn’t raised and 
passed upon when we went over these reports? 

We adopted this very question as to each department taking an offer- 
ing and setting apart special days. I do not see how we can eliminate this 
item, without going back and changing. I think we ought to let it alone. 

Calls for the question. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. I speak from the standpoint of one who deals with 
two hundred and twenty-three churches and I am here to state to you, that 
I have given the very best endeavor of my life in the past quadrennium, to 
bring up the thing that was foisted upon us, and the thing that was insisted 
upon, and the thing which we were asked to give our special attention to, 
namely, our budgets. My conference has given: more money each succeeding 
year, showing that we are leading up to the ideal as far as that is concerned, 
but you are just simply coming back now and putting in the very things 
you had before, and that it is simply an effort on the part of the General 
Conference to indirectly increase, if you will, ‘the offerings of our people 
from that standpoint, and I submit to you that if these people are allowed 
to take this matter to supplement the efforts and make them a part of the 
ideal for which we are striving, one hundred cents on the dollar of assess- 
ment, as per the budget, I have no specific objection, but if it means that we 
must now go back and undo the thing which we did four years ago, because 
you have been talking about that, when we eliminated this special appeal 
for Children’s Day, and this special appeal for anniversary day, and this 
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special appeal for educational day and put them all to where we could make 
them help us reach the one thing which we were after four years ago; I 

say to you that if that is true, I shan’t object, but if it means that they are 
to have these separate and distinct and over and above these things, then, 
sir, I represent Allegheny Conference, and say: we are fornenst it. 

: Dr. S. S. HoucH. I would like to ask if he won’t withdraw that and 
wait until the closing paragraph, if that is the one under debate. 

Dr. J. S. Furron. I don’t see how I can wait for that closing paragraph, 
with the uncertainty as to what you are going to do with the closing para- 
graph. 

Doctor Houcu. I would like to say a word. 

THE Present, Make it brief, brother. 

Doctor HoucH. We don’t want to do away with the educational cam- 
paign to strengthen the Sunday school and Young People’s societies. That 
is all this says as to what is to be done with the offerings in the last clause. 
We all want, it seems to me, this first, when there is no statement as to how 
the fund shall be applied, you want it in. We want this campaign and the 
fact is, my friends, if I know anything about human nature and the observa- 
tion of these twelve years, I have been associating with the churches as well 
as the pastors of local churches for fifteen years but I find it to be true, 
that perhaps two-thirds of our membership are not enlisted and don’t care 
much for anybody beyond the bounds of the local church. The livest prob- 
lem before the Church is to organize the church membership, and make them 
feel that they are a part of God’s army to give the gospel to all mankind 
at home and abroad. That is all we ask for and that is what we are talking 
for here to-night, but let us give them inspiration and then apply it as 
seems best to the last clause. 

THe Presipent. Do you withdraw that, Doctor Fulton? 

Dr. J. S. Furron. With a view to the whole paper, yes, if they adopt 

. the whole paper. If it means special offering, no. 
Rey. M. Nicuors. I think if we read that it is very plain, and adopt 
_ the whole paper, it will settle the whole question. I have about one hundred 
and thirty-five or one hundred and forty churches in this':State and I find 
that the churches that have their budgets full are the ones that give the 
most in free-will offerings to'other things. 

Docror Furton, So do I. 

Rey. M. Nicuors. Yes, all churches that are alive give free-will offer- 
: ings and are taking up the specials. The ones that don’t get their budget 
' full, they are the ones that don’t get the vision in anything and they are 
' the ones that need these special days in order to get the vision for work: 
that is my experience. 

Docror Furron. In order that it may apply to the budget I am perfectly 
' willing to withdraw it. 3 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Does the second consent? 

The second consented. 

Tue PrestpentT. Jt is withdrawn. 

Dr. J. S. Kennatr. It is the purpose of the resolution to apply it to the 
eee BrEWBAKER. I plead for the United'Brethren in Christ to be loyal 
to our Church. I pray you will not injure the Sunday-school Department, if 

you will make it simply optional. I know I have visited thirty different 
denominations and I find their Sunday-school departments are liberally 

' provided for. The Methodists had over twenty-three thousand left in their 

' treasury after paying all bills, and they have between twenty-five and thirty 

/ Sunday-school missionaries in the field. The Presbyterians have twenty-six 

Sunday-school missionaries in the field. We have to promote all our work 
from the office, and we don’t have sufficient funds to do it, gentlemen, and if 
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I understand it there is a movement on foot to reduce the force of my 
department. I claim it is a crime against the children of this Church, the 
young people of this Church, the organized adult Bible classes of this Church, 
the 454,000 enrolled in these churches, not to give them a chance to support 
the great work to which every last organization of this denomination looks 
to for religious education. It doesn’t mean one dollar to me, but it means 
more to your denomination and mine, and I hope and pray the time will 
soon come that we can organize the Sunday schools for this work. 

Rev. F. G. RapaBaucH. I move the previous question. 

Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered, and the report adopted. 

Pres. I. J. Goop. I would like to ask as to that last clause. According 
to our financial plan of the budget, can any department that receives money 
from the budget, get its full proportion and the rest receive less than the 
full apportionment; that is, how can any department receive its full amount 
and the rest not be full? 

’ THE PRESIDENT. It is all divided on a certain basis. 

Rey. H. W. Wippors. I move we do now adjourn. Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you try to meet Monday morning at 8 o’clock? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Announcements of meetings of different boards were made. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. I wish to give notice that I will move for a recon- 
sideration of the report of the Committee on Federation and Church Union on 
Monday morning, the next legislative day. I shall also move to reconsider 
the vote by which this last report was adopted. 

Conference adjourned until §:00 o’clock Monday morning. 





SUNDAY SERVICES. 
Sunday, May 21, 1917. 

In the First Church of the United Brethren in Christ, Wichita, Kansas, 
10: 30 o’clock a.m. 

The invocation was offered by Rey. M. §. Bovey; prayer by Dr. P. M. 
Camp. The Scripture lesson was read from Isaiah thirteenth chapter, by 
Bishop Fout, after which Bishop C. J. Kephart, of Kansas City, Missouri, 
preached a profound sermon on “The Church and the Kingdom,” from the 
text, Revelation 19: 9-16. This service was interspersed with selections by 
the local church choir and male quartet. 

In the First Church of the United Brethren in Christ at 2 o’clock, p.m. 

The Christian Endeavor Rally, Sunday, May 20, was opened at 2:00 p. M., 
by the general secretary, Rev. O. T. Deever. Between two and three hundred 
Christian Endeavorers from Wichita and nearby points had gathered to enjoy 
the occasion. All joined in singing, “Stand up, Stand up, for Jesus.” Sent- 
ence prayers were offered by a number of Endeavorers. 

Delegations from Winfield, Parsons, Topeka, Hutchinson, Mulvane, 
Coffeyville, and other points in Kansas, as well as representatives attending 
the General Conference from different sections of the Church, arose and made 
themselves known. Greetings were brought by Mrs. O. E. Williams, W. I. 
Good, Rev. F. W. May, A. La Verne Spafford, Editor H. F. Shupe, C. C. Rose, 
Rev. D. P. McCoy, and C. G. Bertholf, from their respective conference unions. 

A cornet solo was rendered by an Intermediate Endeavorer, and a read- 
ing by another Intermediate. 


After a selection by the General Conference male quartet, Dr. C. W. 


Brewbaker, General Secretary of the Sunday-school Department, dismissed 


with the benediction. 
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THE Forum, 4: 00 p.m., SunpAy, May 20, 1917. 
The Hon. William Jennings Bryan was to have spoken on “World Evan- 
gelism,” but was detained by the derailment of a train. In his absence, 
Bishop Wm. M. Bell, of Los Angeles, California, delivered a masterful address 
on “The Way Out,’ to a large audience with telling effect. The famous 
Girls’ Concert Band gave a concert preliminary to the address. 





Tue Forum, 8: 00 p.m. 

| The famous Girls’ Concert Band, of Wichita, gave a preliminary concert 
to the delight of all present. 

Rey. O. O. Inman called the session to order and introduced Rev. W. R. 
Funk, D.D., as the chairman of the meeting, 

. Dr. W. R. Funk, as chairman, said: 


The Forum was filled completely at this hour 


‘Members of the General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, Visiting Friends, and Citizens of Wichita: 

I speak for the General Conference, I am sure, when I say that the wel- 
‘come accorded to our legislative body, as we have come into your city from 
‘all over the nation, and the nations of the earth, has been so cordial and 
‘sweet, that we shall leave your city to-morrow, realizing as we have never 
‘realized before, that Wichita is a wonderful city, and Kansas is a marvelous 
‘State. [Applause.] There never was a period in the world’s history when it 
‘was so important to live as at the present time. 

The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
is to-night honored for the second time in the coming of a man whose char- 
acter stands high among the highest, not only in his nation, but in the 
world. [Applause.] We are not ready to say to-night that he is a member 
of any one particular denomination, although he is, we do claim, however, 
that he belongs to the United Brethren Church as well as to the Presby- 
terian. [|Applause.] We declare it in his presence, that he is too great a 
man to belong to only one denomination. [Applause.] He comes to us out 
of his affections for us, to speak on a subject most important and vital to 
the life of the nation that we love so much. War has brought great devas- 
tation, historically stated; but it is also true that the liquor traffic is not 
second to war in the destruction that it has wrought in the race. He comes 
tonight as a prophet with a vision far ahead, away out in the century, with 
an inspiration that is divine, with a purpose as steadfast as the purpose 
of our matchless Leader and King, Christ Jesus, whose he is and whom he 
. is a pleasure beyond expression for me to-night to introduce to this 
xreat audience that fearless platform man, that man who dares to be right 
rather than President [applause]; that man whom the powers of evil 
would bury but cannot [applause]; that man who stands for righteousness 
n society and in state. His name you all know, the Hon. William Jennings 
3ryan, of America. [Applause.] _ ; 

The Chautauqua salute was given Mr. Bryan as he arose to speak. 


ADDRESS OF MR. BRYAN, 


LaDIES AND GENTLEMEN: I so much appreciate the honor done me by 
his great Church that I arranged a trip so that I might be here to join 
vith you at this gathering. I learned something of this Church as I began 
9 meet those high in authority in it, and I cannot express my appreciation 
f the more than generous words that have been spoken in presenting me 
9 you. I cannot at this age, I fear, change my church connections so as to 
= a member of the United Brethren Church, neither can my wife, 
Seige we belong to the same church, and my three children are identified 
“ith different churches, but I have eight grandchildren, and most of them 


3 
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have not yet joined, and I will speak a word to them about the United 
Brethren. [Applause.] I would like to have some blood connection [laugh- 
ter] with this great denomination [applause] and until I am able to bring 
myself into some direct relationship, through members of my family, I hope 
they will be as good to me as they have been this time, and let me be an 
associate and a companion with them, in their meeting, as I am in their 
aspirations for the good of society in this country and the world. [ Applause. | 

It is not my fault that I was not here this afternoon. It was a derail- 
ment out in California that delayed my train, but I will tell you confiden- 
tially that my failure to reach this place did not cause me as much distress 
as it would have done had I not known that my place would be so well filled, 
and that instead of being a disappointment to you, it might really be a mat- 
ter of good fortune that I did not come. [Applause.] And so when I heard 
that Bishop Bell had spoken to you, I felt like telling him that if the adver- 
tisement that I would be here added any at all to the crowd, that he can 
use me whenever he wants to, for I am sure that those who came, thinking 
they will hear me, will go away happier than if they had. [Applause.] 

Now, before taking up the great subject which has been assigned me 
this evening, I want to do here as I have done at every meeting since our 
nation entered this war. I want to say a few words by way of preface, for 
I feel that each one of us has a part to play and a task to perform. I was in 
the war against Spain for a little while—just a little while, and only in camp, 
but long enough to learn something of the soldier and his needs. I learned 
something of the loneliness of the sick soldier in the hospital, and I learnea 
something of the temptations that meet the well soldier in camp, and ever 
since that time I have had a growing interest in two great, international 
organizations that have assumed, in this war, a very important work—the 
Red Cross, that will comfort the soldiers when sick, and the Y. M. G. WANS 
that will throw its shielding and protecting arms around the boys who are 
well, and attempt to maintain in the army the moral standards of the home, 
and I want to bespeak for these two organizations such generous contribu- 
tions as you are able to make. 

The President, at Washington, is having a very heavy burden. No Pres- 
ident has ever had weightier cares than those that fall upon him, and around 
him are some five hundred Senators and members of Congress, each one at- 
tempting to give voice to the wishes of his constituents, and the President 
and these Senators and members are dealing daily with problems that are 
delicate and difficult, and now they are calling something like a million men 
from homes to camp, and later, if necessary, to the battle front. Now, these 
have the burden of this war to bear, and surely those who are not yet called 
upon to make sacrifices so great or to bear burdens so heavy, ought to be 
glad to do what they can to make the life of the soldier just as pleasant as 
it can be, and life for the soldier as sate as it can be. I believe the soldier 
needs to be fed spiritually just as much as he needs to be fed physically 
while the war goes on, because no man can do his best who is not morally 
strong as well as physically strong, and I believe in supporting these, friends 
we can play an important part, and it is our duty to do what we can. 

Fifty years ago, when I was a boy in Sunday school, I used to sing with 
other children a song, one stanza of which has come into my mind often 
since this war began, since we entered into it. That stanza reads like this: 

“Tf you cannot on the ocean sail among the swiftest fleet, > 

Rocking on the highest billow, laughing at the storms you meet 

You can go among the sailors anchored yet within the bay 

You can lend a hand to help them as they launch their b ‘ 

It is the spirit of the song that makes me think of the 
ingness to do what can be done, whether it j 
spicuous service, and I did not want to be 


oats away.” 

se words, the will- 
itis a large service or an incon-. 
Sin my speech that I want to make 
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to you to-night without referring to this, for no matter what differences of 
opinion may have existed before this war began as to the advisability of 
entering it, all discussion ended when the Government acted, and now there 
is no room for difference of opinion. [Applause.] The Government is en- 
titled to the united support of the whole country until the task is finished. 

As I passed through Washington, I conferred with the Secretary of 
Agriculture about the amount of work which he has charge of, as the Pres- 
ident’s representative in that great department, and I think I ought to say 
just a word about the importance of giving him such assistance as we can. 
There are two reasons why we should exert ourselves to increase the food 
supply. One is that we may keep up a normal supply of food in this country, 
and the other is that we may have as large a surplus as possible to send 
abroad to feed those who are making the fight with us. Our wheat crop, 
from present indications, will be very much below the average this year. 
We may be able to make up on other things that can be planted in the 
spring, but our great food product, wheat, is not going to supply us the 
amount of grain that we ordinarily have. But even if we had a normal 
quantity, the obligation rests upon us to produce as much more than we need 
as is possible, that we may have a large surplus to spare for those, who, 
having borne the strain of this war for now more than two years and a half, 
have had to call so many from the ranks of food producers to the battle line 
that they need food, and we are the source, and the only source, from which 
they can draw. I felt I was justified in saying this much, and, my friends, 
I am glad to say it, for | am sure of the universal patriotism of this country, 
that I believe all that is necessary is that the people shall know what is 
needed, and then have suggested to them the lines along which they could 
act, to make sure that every man and every woman and every boy and every 
girl old enough will be glad to do all in his or her power. 

We see black more to-day than in ordinary times. We hear our patri- 
otic airs sung more now than usual, and I have thought of an illustration 
which I think applies to the case. There is an invisible writing fluid that 
is sometimes used, and when you have written a letter with it, no one can 
read what has been written. There is nothing to indicate that there is a 
letter written, but it is possible to apply a process to that invisible writing 
fluid that will bring out the letter, and then it can be read as if written in 
ordinary ink. I believe the word “patriotism” is written on every American 
heart, but in time of peace it seems to have been written with an invisible 
ink, but it only takes some great emergency such as that which is upon us 
now to bring out the letters, and then we find the word written there, and 
it is to that patriotism in the universal heart that the country appeals to-day, 
and it will not appeal in vain. {[ Applause. | 

The subject with which I am to deal to-night is one in which I feel an 
interest, and about which I am greatly encouraged. I did not expect, four 
years ago, to live to see the liquor question a dominant, national issue, but 
events have been moving rapidly during the last few years, and I am young 
enough to expect to live to see the time when this fight shall be finished in 
a glorious victory for the temperance cause. |Applause.| And while I am 
speaking in a city where they do not need to be spoken to on this subject, 
and before representatives of a Church who need not be admonished and can- 
not be advised on this subject, still I cannot make to you any different 
speech from that which I would make if I had people in the audience who 
need to be converted. All that I can hope to do is to present arguments 
that may not be exactly like those you have used, and thus increase your 
equipment, and aid you in the fight that you will make in your several 
localities. ‘ ; 

T cannot discuss a question unless I commence at the bottom. I must 
state the fundamental proposition and then reason from that. I don’t know 
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how else to argue a question. And so, to-night, I want you to pardon me | 
if I go back to a fundamental proposition and state to you in just a few 


words the one proposition [claps hands together] the advocate of alcohol 
must fulfill in order to make headway against the temperance forces of the 


world. There is just one proposition upon which all argument and all legis- | 


lation rests. Every speech that has ever been made in default of total ab- 
stinence has been made upon this proposition, and every law that has ever 
been enacted in any age or in any country, no matter whether it was slight 
restriction or total prohibition every law has rested on this one proposition. 
[Claps hands together.] So that if the friends of alcohol can overthrow this 
they can answer every temperance speech ever made and they can repeal 
every law ever written for the restriction of the sale and use of alcohol. 


Now, see how easy I am making the task for the opponents. I am 
showing them where to center their fire, and all they have to do is to over- 
throw the proposition and the way is clear. ; 

This is the proposition, that alcohol is a poison, that, when taken into 
the body, it impairs the strength of the body, weakens the energies of the 
man, and menaces the morals of the man. That is the simple proposition 
upon which all other things rest. Now, if the friends of alcohol can over- 
throw it, then nothing can be said or done against them; but they cannot 
overthrow it, for we have back of this proposition the history of mankind 
as far back as three thousand years ago, when Daniel was a captive, and 
when he was asked to eat or to drink the wine that was from the king's 
table; he asked that they give him water instead of wine, and the overseer 
said, “Daniel, I would like to accommodate you, but you know I am respon- 
sible for your appearance, and if I let you and your Hebrew companions use 
water, while these other boys use wine, you wouldn’t be in as good condition 
as they, and then I would be to blame.” Where that overseer got the idea 
that a man can improve his appearance by drinking alcohol, I don’t know. 
[Laughter.] And Daniel said, “Try me, try me; give us ten days and let 
us use water, and let the other boys use wine,’ and he might have said, Let 
them use as much as they want, “let them use wine while we use water 
[claps hands] and if, at the end of ten days, we are not in as good con- 
Gition as they are, we will use the wine.” And there was something in the 
enthusiasm of that great young man that touched the heart of the overseer, 
and he says, “Daniel, I will try you, I will give you ten days, but if you don’t 
make good, Daniel, it is wine.” And they counted off the ten days, and then 
Daniel brought his companions and they stood before the overseer, and [ 
would give a good deal to have a moving picture of Daniel and his com- 
panions, as they came out to testify to the value of water, and the overseer 
says, “Daniel, you have won; I am not afraid to risk it now, you need not 
drink the wine’; and from that day down to this, it has been going on—that 
test—and never in a single case has it been decided in favor of alcohol 
against water [applause] and it is one of those things that you can try 
to-day just as well as one hundred years ago, for mankind has not changed. 
You can take one hundred young men anywhere in the world, it doesn’t mat- 
ter what the color of their skin is; it doesn’t matter what language they 
speak; it doesn’t matter under what form of government they live, and it 
doesn’t matter in what form they worship God; you can take them anywhere 
and divide them into two sroups, and let fifty of them use alcohol and the 
other fifty use water, and then you can subject them to any test you please, 
and the boys who do not drink will take the prizes in the colleges and the 
premiums on the athletic field. [ Applause. | 

Some two years ago, I went down to Annapolis, Maryland, to speak to 
the midshipmen there, eight hundred of them, gathered from every con- 
gressional district, selected by competitive examination. You cannot find 
eight hundred finer specimens of manhood on this globe, and Uncle Sam is 
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so anxious that every one of them shall measure up to the highest point of 
efficiency that he will not allow a single one to use alcohol while he is a stu- 
dent there. If you find anybody who thinks that alcohol is a good thing for 
a young man, you tell him that if he will go to Washington and convince 
Uncle Sam, and persuade Uncle Sam to feed alcohol to those boys, the 
saloon will win the greatest victory that it has ever won since it came 
to curse mankind. But no one can do it, and no one is foolish enough 
to attempt it. Now, if Uncle Sam is so interested in his boys that he won't 
let them use alcohol, why is it that any parent can be less interested in his 
boy? [Applause.] If any of Uncle Sam’s boys go astray, Uncle Sam can 
get other boys to take their place, but if your boys go astray, there are no 
other boys to take their place. 


Something over a year ago I visited Austin, Texas, to speak to the stu- 
dents of the State University, and as I went into the city, I asked my com- 
panion about men whom I had known in Austin, and among others I inquired 
of a Man very prominent and advanced in years. I told my companion that 
I thought I had read in the paper that he was dead, but that I was not sure. 
He says, “Yes, he died a few years ago, and just before he died, he made a 
speech in favor of prohibition in Austin, and in that speech he called his 
townsmen to witness that in the past he had spoken against prohibition and 
voted against it, but be says, ‘I am for prohibition now, and why?’ This was 
a pathetic explanation. He says, ‘J haven’t a boy who is worth anything. 
Drink has ruined them all, and in my old age I am left alone.’ What an 
awful punishment for God to visit on the father who has thrown his influ- 
ence on the side of the saloon until it has robbed him of his own flesh and 
blocd. 

Last year I was speaking in my home city of Lincoln on this subject, 
and a few days afterwards a colored porter came up to me in a sleeping car, 
and he said: “Mr. Bryan, I read your Lincoln speech, and I believe you are 
right. I believe that in the emancipation of my people from drink would 
mean more to them and for them than emancipation from slavery,’ and 
then, as if he had not made it strong enough, he said, “The man who can 
free my people from drink will do more for them than Abraham Lincoln did.” 
[Applause.] Here is a black man, seventy-five years of age, his ancestors were 
slaves, and three hundred years ago they were roaming in the forests of 
Africa, and yet this black man had a mind that told him that the curse of 
slavery was not so bad for the black man as the curse of drink. Now, if 
this black man had sense enough tv know this, how can any white man or 
white woman fail to understand that alcohol is the greatest enemy that man- 
kind has to-day. [Applause.] 

I have three arguments I like to present to Christians, yet I tell them 
to people outside of the church, but [ like to present them to Christians, 
because the Christian has taken upen himself certain vows, and we have 
a right to hold him up to the vows he has taken. The Christian has given 
himself to God, consecrated his life to the service of the Master, and how can 
a Christian who has given himself in service to God and to Christ, how can 
he afford to impair the value of the services [claps hands] that he has 
offered and promised, and how can he take into his body that which may de- 
stroy not only his capacity for service, but his desire to serve? He can find 
no excuse for it. God never made a normal human brain that needed alcohol 
to stimulate it to action [applause], and if a man finds that his brain needs 
alcohol, he ought to make on immediate inquiry to find out whether he is 
defective by nature, or has made himself defective in the cultivation of the 
habit. Not only is it true that God never made a normal brain that needed 
alcohol, but of the hundreds of millions of the human race, God never made 
aoe strong enough to commence the use of alcohol with certainty that he 
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would never become its victim. Every drunkard who has fallen into a dis- 
graced grave, has passed through that time of confidence through which the 
Christian is passing, if he says he can drink it when he wants to and leave 
it alone when he wants to. 5 

And the third proposition: There is not one single day between the 

cradle and the grave when it is safe to commence the use of alcohol. | Ap- 
lause. 

‘ oe if these three propositions be true and I think that not one of them 
will be distrusted; if these three are true, if man doesn’t need alcohol, if no 
man is strong enough to be sure he can resist it, and if there is no time 
in life when it is safe to form the habit, how can any Christian justify be- 
ginning the use of intoxicating liquors? ; 

But the second argument—a Christian has no money to spend for alcohol. 
There are too many things that appeal to his heart, that need all the money 
he can spare. Go where they are discussing home missions and they will 
tell you of sections in this country where they have neither Sunday schools 
nor churches for lack of funds. Go where they are discussing foreign missions 
and they will tell you of great areas of the earth’s surface with millions of 
people to whom the gospel has not yet been carried for lack of funds. Talk 
.to those who have charge of Christian education, who have to do with these 
Christian colleges where they are trying to obtain funds for the develop- 
ment and training of the kind, and they will tell you our little Christian 
colleges are starving to death for lack of funds. Talk to those who are 
interested in great charitable enterprises, philanthropic homes, and these 
associations that have the altruistic spirit, and you will find that every. 
where they are in need of money. How can the Christian go down on his 
knees of a morning and pray to his Heavenly Father, “Thy kingdom come” 
and then rise up and use for alcohol money he can spare to hasten the com- 
ing of God’s kingdom? [Applause. | 

But there is a third argument. How can a Christian throw the influence 
of his example on the side of a habit that kills its thousands daily? Our 
religion has to be propagated by example. Christ says, “So live that others 
seeing your good works may be constrained to glorify the Father.’ Why, 
if I had no other reason for not drinking I would be afraid to put the. glass 
to my lips for fear some young man at the very critical moment of his life 
might be led away to ruin by my example. We will have enough to answer 
for, Christians, when we stand before the judgment bar of God without having 
a ruined soul rise to testify that it was our example that led him to his life. 

Here is an argument I present to Christians. The great apostle said, 
“For if meat maketh my brother to offend I shall eat no meat.” It was not 
because he did not like meat. It was because he loved his brother better 
than he loved meat, and may not the Christian paraphrase the language of 
the great apostle and say, “If drink maketh my brother to offend, I shall 
not drink.’ What Christian is willing to stand up and admit that he loves 
alcohol [claps hands] more than he loves a brother that he can save by 
his example? 

Here is an argument if a Christian tells me he doesn’t drink much, that 
he has not an appetite for it, that it has no hold upon him, then I answer 
that it would be very little sacrifice to him to stop entirely, that his example 
may be helpful, but if he says that he likes it so much and enjoys it so that 
he cannot afford to make the sacrifice on his brother’s account, my answer 
is, if it has gone that far, he would better stop on his own account regardless 
of his brother’s welfare. [Applause and laughter. ] 

Now, here are three arguments, I know of no answer that can be made to 
them from a Christian standpoint. First, that the Christian cannot afford 


to impair the value of his service that he has offered and cannot afford to take — 


into his body that which will destroy his capacity and his disposition to 
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serve. And, second, that a Christian, no matter how rich he is, has any money 
that he can spare for alcohol when there are so many noble things that need 
all the money that he can spare. And third, that the Christian cannot afford 
to put a Christian’s example on the side of the use of intoxicating liquor. 

I am more and more grateful every day that I was reared in a family 
where they taught me to believe in total abstinence. I commenced signing the 
pledge when I was so young that I can’t remember when I signed it first. 
I have been signing it all my life. I have signed it with hundreds, yes, thou- 
sands of people, and, my friends, I shal! while I live stand ready to sign with 
anybody anywhere at any time to promise never to use intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage. [Applause.] If any of you doubt the value of the pledge, let 
me give you a part of the history of one pledge that is not yet three years old. 
Well, two years ago last November I went out to Nebraska to vote and found 
that a neighbor had been drinking to excess. I persuaded him to sign the 
pledge with me. I prepared it in duplicate. It read, “We, the undersigned 
promise, God helping us, never to use intoxicating liquors as a beverage.” 
We signed it together. I gave one copy to his wife and took the other copy 
with me back to Washington. As I returned to Washington a man came out 
from Chicago to meet me, to bring an invitation from some high school boys 
in Michigan to speak to them at a meeting at Ann Arbor the latter part of 
that month, and when I read the invitation I found that the first three words 
were identical with the first three words of the pledge that I had in 
my pocket. The invitation read, “We, the undersigned,” and that made 
me think of the pledge, and I asked the man if it would be all right 
to ask the boys to sign it with me, and he said it would, and so we had 
that pledge printed on slips of paper and presented it, first in a speech, 
and then we circulated the slips and the boys took them home and se 
cured signers and then in a few weeks, I received back one of the inost 
precious books in my library. It contains the names, the ages, and the 
addresses of 8,200 boys in Michigan, who have signed with me the pledge 
never to use intoxicating liquors as a beverage. [Applause.] I was so en- 
couraged that I went down shortly afterwards to Richmond, Virginia, and 
there presented the importance of pledge signing to the executive committee 
of a Federal Council of Churches, and they appointed a committee to deal with 
the subject, and we have organized a national temperance society, and in 
March, two years ago, we held our first meeting in Philadelphia and six 
thousand persons signed that pledge that night, so that within six months’ 
time, that pledge had been multiplied 14,000 times and that pledge is going 
on now doing its work, and within the last three days I have sent two pledges 
to friends asking them to sign, men of whom I have heard that they have 
peen using liquor to excess. My friends, I believe in the pledge. I believe 
it is a visible evidence that a man gives, that he has separated himself from 
those who drink and joined himself to those who do not drink, and that aside 
from the strength that it gives the individual, it goes out and strengthens 
others and brings them to do the same thing. But I beg your pardon for 
dwelling so long on the first part of this subject. 

I now come to the legislative part of the liquor question, and my friends, 
I have been delighted to see the rapid growth of sentiment in favor of using 
the legislative arm of the Government to aid the persuasion that the church 
has too often relied upon entirely in the past. If alcohol is bad [claps 
hands], if it hurts men who use it, how can we justify the establishment of 
institutions in any community that cannot live except as they injure the 
people to whom they sell? If anybody says that a saloon is a good thing 
for a town, I have two answers, each one I believe conclusive. The first is, 
I pass through the country and I see signs up where towns are advertising 
themselves, and they put on the billboard the things that they think at- 
sractive. They haye the name of the town or city at the top and then they 
have the population and usually it is stated exactly, not in round numbers, 
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and when I see on a billboard that they have in that town 21,373 people, I 
know there are no more, that they got them all that time. [Applause.] They 
are trying to make the town large and then they put the things that draw, 
the number of factories, the number of business houses, the number of banks, 
schools, colleges, churches, everything except the number of saloons. I 
challenge you to find on a billboard between the two oceans the number of 
saloons in a town. You will find, “no saloons’ but never the number of 
saloons. So I don’t think they are in the habit of mentioning the number 
of saloons when they send out advertisements and you know I think it 
would be a detriment to a town, to even mention that it had a brewery if 
it was inviting a church meeting to town. [Applause.] 

The second argument, I have to point to southern Nebraska. A family 
moved from the country into a little town and he was scarcely located, when 
aman came and handed him a petition for a saloon, and he said, ‘‘No, I can’t 
sign it,’ and the man said, “Why?” “Why,” he says, “they don’t treat the 
saloon keeper fairly.” The applicant had met many other objections but never 
that one before, and he said, ‘““What do you mean by that?’ and here is his ex- 
planation. He says, “You want to start this saloon to help the town, don’t 
you?” The man said, “Yes, sir.’”’ “You think it will bring trade and improve 
business, don’t you?” The man said, “Yes, sir.” [Claps hands.] “Now,” he says, 
“if that saloon will do what you say it will, if it will bring trade and improve 
business and help the town, it ought to give you a bounty for starting that 
saloon and not make you pay a big tax for helping to improve the town.” 
[Applause.] You can’t answer the logic of it. Why do you discriminate 
between a saloon and other kinds of business? In a town where they have 
saloons, if a man wants to start a butcher shop, they say come right on, we 
need another butcher shop. If he wants to start a harness shop or a jewelry 
store, or bank, or restaurant, anything else they welcome him, but if he 
wants to start a saloon, what do they do? They meet him at the city limits 
end they say: “You can’t start that business in this town unless you pay 
us So much a year quarterly in advance, and then we won’t treat you like 
we do other people. We let the butcher shop open as early in the morning 
as it wants to. You can’t open until a certain hour. We let the butcher 
shop close when it wants to at night, you have to close at a certain hour. 
We let anybody else sell anything to anybody else but you, you can’t sell 
that stuff you sell to any one unless he is over age and not drunk. That is 
what we say to you.” [Laughter. | Why the discrimination? And my friends 
isn’t it inconsistent to license a saloon to make men drunk and then fine 
men because they make the business a success by getting drunk? [Laughter.] 
I have never heard but one story that I thought illustrated it, and that many 
years ago. A man said that to license a saloon to make men drunk, and then 
fine a man for getting drunk was like licensing a man to spread the itch 
through a town, and then fining everybody who scratched. [Laughter.] Then 
is it fair? Is it fair? Is it fair? [Laughter.] When a man has paid a high 
sum for a license to run a saloon to make men drunk, is it fair when he 
gets a first-class finished product with his nose all painted up, is it fair for 
a policeman to come along and grab him and carry him up to the calaboose 
and shut him up where nobody can see him? Why don’t they put him out in 
front of the saloon to advertise the business and show what a saloon can 
do to the men? [Applause.] If you go to the harness shop you will find that 
the harness maker has exhibited the best set of harness he can make in 
the front window. Go to a shoe shop and you will find the best pair of shoes 
on exhibition, and so with any other legitimate business, the finished product - 
is used to advertise the business. The saloon is the only business that hides 
its finished product until it sobers up, and they say we are not fair to the 


saloon. My friends, we are not as hard upon them where they have saloons) 
as we are on legitimate business 
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I was out a few years ago in Arizona, travelling on a mountain road, I 


Saw a stagnant pool, a muddy pool, it was so different from the mountain 
pools I had been seeing that I asked what it was, and my companion said it 
was a place where the stamp mill upon the hillside emptied its tailings, and 
then he told me that in the early days the stamp mill poured the refuse 
matter from the mill down into the mountain streams, but that it polluted 
the water, injured the people below and as soon as the valley settled up 
they passed laws requiring the stamp mili to impound its tailings. The 
stamp mill is a legitimate business. It is a necessity to mining, and yet when 
that stamp mill does any stamping, it stamps and stamps until it gets done, 
and it has to take care of its refuse and can’t turn it into the mountain streams. 
It must at its own expense impound the tailings for the protection of others. 
They are not that harsh with the saloon. They let it take in the prize young 
manhood of the community, and it stamps, and stamps, until it gets out 
everything that is precious, and then instead of compelling it to impound 
its tailings, they allow it to throw its products out on the outside, and the 
city must take care of the paupers and the criminals and the insane who 
graduate from it. [Applause.] But we are coming to understand the economic 
evil of the saloon, and that economic question is of great weight in raising 
sentiment against the saloon. They find that they cannot afford to allow an 
institution to be established im the community that cannot live except [two 
claps of hands] as it weakens the productive power of the people of the 
community. They will not allow men to give us diseased hogs. You can’t 
find a man anywhere so wet that the authorities would sell a license to 
spread hog cholera and diseased hogs, and, thank God, we are raising men 
to the hog level now all over the world. [Applause.] The brewer knows 
just as much as anybody else the force of the saloon. Go into the cities 
where the rich brewers live. Do they live among their own saloons? No, 
they live in the fashionable part of town. They wouldn’t allow a saloon 
to be located near enough to their families to jeopardize the family with a 
saloon environment. No, but they will put their saloons among the homes of 
the poor, knowing that the saloons cannot thrive except as they draw into 
the till, money that ought to go to wives and to children for food and for 
clothing and comfort. And you can go into the cities and you ean trace a 
saloon by the rising birthrate or deathrate among the children. Yes, and 
the man who is back of the business would have the alcoholic habit fastened 
upon men and women, and even force beer on little children before their 
eyes have seen the light of day. What will the brewer say when he stands 
before the judgment bar of God and hears read the commandment, “Thou 
shalt not kill,’ and then sees the list of those who from age to infancy, have 
been murdered by him to make the money that comes from selling the thing 
that takes their lives. But my friends, we need not argue about the brewer. 
God will take care of him. No man is big enough to defy the laws of God 
with impunity. The question that we have to consider is, what will God 
think of the brewer's partner? He hasn't as much excuse as the brewer 
for helping the business. A saloon needs three things besides customers. 
It needs capital to run it, and locality to sell, and votes to make the saloon 
possible. The man who furnishes the capital gets dividends, or interest, 
the man who furnishes the liquor gets profit on the stuff, but what does the 
man get who furnishes the votes without which the saloon cannot exist. 
He gets no profits. He gets no dividends. He gets no interest. He gets 
just the disgrace of being a secret partner in the business. He is ashamed 
to connect himself with it openly. [Applause. ] And this is one of the argu- 
ments that is being used to-day to drive the saloon out of business. It is 
the sense of moral responsibility, and if you want to know what it means 
to take the saloon side, let me give you a way in which you can bring your- 
self to a realization of the responsibility. The next day before you are going 
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to vote, when by your vote you can help saloons to exist, take a piece of 
paper or pen and ink and write like this: “I’ and then your full name, “intend 
to vote to-morrow for the saloon. I know that the saloon is an evil. I know 
that the saloon cannot exist without doing harm, and I don’t know who will 
conduct the saloons that may be called into existence by my vote, or know- 
ing the saloon is an evil and not knowing who will conduct the saloons, I 
hereby declare my willingness to share the moral responsibility with those 
who do keep the saloon for any harm they may do.’ Then sign your name, 
Then show it to your wife and if she approves of it, have it framed and hung 
on the wall that your children may know how brave you are in bearing 
responsibility for what some one else may do. My friends, we cannot escape 
responsibility. If a half a mile away a man strikes another down with a 
club, God will not hold me responsible, but if I give the man the club or 
stand by and see him use it, I cannot escape responsibility, and an increasing 
number are declaring themselves unwilling to share responsibility for what 
the saloon does. Now, we have eliminated all the arguments excepting two. 
We do have one more but it is gone. The personal liberty argument survived 
until within the last few years, but the automobile has removed it. A man 
doesn’t have to be run over more than twice by a drunken chauffeur to lose 
all interest in a personal liberty argument. [Applause and laughter.] 

There are only two arguments now, and one is that we have to have the 
money, that we can’t get along without the money that comes from the 
saloon. Well, my friends, I heard an argument the other day. I was in 
Chicago, attending a dry federation luncheon, and in the evening I met a 
friend who was at the luncheon, and he told me that he went from the 
luncheon to the barber shop, and while he was waiting his turn, a liquor 
dealer came in, and the barber wanted to be sociable, and he said to the 
liquor dealer, ‘“‘What do you think of that prohibition dinner in there?’ The 
liquor dealer swelled up with importance and said, ‘How could they get 
along without the money we pay them?’ And my friend said, “That is 
easy, the highwaymen would give a larger percentage of their collections 
than the saloons do to be permitted to continue their business.” My friends, 
if we have got to license vice and crime, why not pick up the kind that does 
the least harm? ‘Take the burglar, for instance. Now, when a burglar goes 
into a house, all he wants is just loose, personal property, and if he can 
get that and get away without being seen, he is satisfied; but when a saloon 
enters a home it is not satisfied with loose personal property, it goes after 
the husband, it goes after the father, it goes after the son, and it would take 
the mother, the wife, and the daughter, too, if it could, for there isn’t a 
woman whose virtue it would not steal, or a man whose valor it would not 
undermine, and for every man killed by burglars, a hundred are killed by 
the saloon in order to get the money that comes from the people. [ Applause. | 
I plead no defense for the burglar, but I say to you that the burglars of this 
country are doing less harm every year than the salcons are doing in this 
country. & - 

But, my friends, the second one is, that you can’t enforce the law. Well, 
they used to say that much more than they do now. We now have the Webb- 
Kenyon law, that makes it much easier to enforce the law, and it has been 
held constitutional, too. You know when that bill was before the Congress, 
the very objection made to it was that it was unconstitutional. Men who 
had nothing except the dignity of a justice of the peace at home, became 
prophets and constitutional lawyers when the liquor interests were involved. 
| Applause and laughter.| And they found that the liquor interests had re- 
tained all the constitutional lawyers that the railroads had not already em- 
ployed. [Applause and laughter.] And. sometimes the same lawyers had: 
both for clients. Yes, they said it was unconstitutional, and, my friends 
the President vetoed it because his Attorney-General said that it wags un- 
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constitutional, but when the Supreme Court reached it, by a vote of seven to 
two, which is a great deal larger majority than they generally have in the 
Supreme Court—most of our big decisions for twenty years have been about 
five to four, but this decision [claps hands] was seven to two in faver of 
the constitutionality of that law, and they went far enough to add that the 
saloon has no constitutional rights in this country. [Applause.] And so 
now we are able to enforce the law better than we used to. But, my friends, 
it has always seemed to me to be sham argument to say that you can’t enforce 
the law and therefore you must allow saloons. Why, these men tell us that 
if we don’t let them sell in the saloons they will sell anyhow. They are 
the real anarchists of this country. We have only a few of the regular 
anarchists who stand on the street corners and wave red flags. The real 
anarchists of this country of power and influence are those who stand behind 
the liquor interests and tell you they will defy your laws, and disobey your 
laws. [Applause.] 

My answer, in the first place, is that they don’t wait for prohibition in 
order to sell through bootleggers. You will find that where they have 
saloons [claps hands] they also have people selling without license. Out 
in our State we had occasion to examine two counties. Hall County had 
thirty saloons and York County had no saloons. Hall County had sixty 
Government licenses, thirty more than they had saloons and York County 
had only one Government license. 

But the second answer is this. They say they will have blind tigers 
if they don’t have saloons. My answer is, if the saloon was after my boy, 
the blinder it was the safer my boy would be. |Laughter.] There has been 
.a great change, my friends. We find now that the States are able to enforce 
their laws, and we find they enforce prohibition in compelling men who 
used to think that prohibition was a failure—you go into States where they 
have prohibition now and you will find men who voted against prohibition, 
who will tell you they will never vote against prohibition again. Yes, and 
down in Washington they have been acting. For all these years the Federal 
Government has seemed a partner with bootleggers, and when the State 
would forbid the sale, the Government would issue a license and would 
protect the man who sold in violation of law from the Federal Government’s 
prosecution, but the last Congress added two amendments to the post-office 
law; one of them not only took this Government out of partnership with the | 
bootlegger, but put it into partnership with the State, for that amendment 
says that whenever a State prohibits the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors within its borders, then the Government will not allow interstate 
commerce to be used to violate the law of a State. [Applause.] And another 
amendment. It used to be that when a State would try to prevent the 
advertisement of liquor in the State, the post-office would be used to bring 
in advertisements from outside, but the second amendment is that the law 
says that whenever a State prohibits the advertisement of liquor, then the 
post-office [claps hands] shall not be used to bring that kind of advertise- - 
ments within the State. 3 

My friends, we are making progress. But something more important has 
happened at Washington. The District of Columbia has gone dry. [Great 
applause.| The United States Senate by a more than two to one majority 
voted to make the District of Columbia dry, and the House of Representatives 
by a vote that lacked but one of being two to one, concurred with the Senate 
in making the District of Columbia dry, and my friends, we have now a 
z ‘ority of the people of the country living in dry territory represented in 
waad Senate by men who vote for prohibition, and represented in the House 
une by men who vote for prohibition. Now, if there is any moral force in 
eer that the people have a right to rule, then when a majority of 
ee people speaking through a majority of the Senate and through a majority 
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of the House of Representatives declare against the saloon, from that day 
on the saloon is an outlaw and a fugitive from justice, and only wants to 
be placarded. [Applause.] The question, therefore, presents a very different 
aspect from what it has ever presented before. It used to be that the indi- 
vidual would decide whether it was wise to attempt prohibition in this area 
or that one. To-day with the law of the Nation expressed against the saloon, 
the question the man has to decide is whether he is on the side of the outlaw 
or the State, for a posse is going to pursue the fugitive and the outlaw, and, 
my friends, we have two great arguments, the first, that we can’t afford to 
waste food at this time by having it converted into alcohol. [Applause.] I 
wish some of you who have been reading for the last fifteen or twenty years, 
the arguments made by the liquor interests to show how large a market 
they furnish for the farmers’ products, I wish you would bring me some of 
the figures—they are very exaggerated, but they were used to make an 
impression; and I would rather have them now than have the real facts. 
[Laughter.] They make such a good impression. I think they boasted that 
they furnished a market for six hundred millions of dollars worth of farm 
products, and they would say—“What would the farmer do if it wasn’t for 
us?” Well, I think they see the exaggeration. The Secretary of Agriculture 
estimates that $145,0v0,000 worth of grain is now converted into alcohol. 
Well, that is very much less than the liquor interests used to boast that 
they furnished a market for, but I am willing to take it at what the Secretary 
of Agriculture says and I say to you, my friends, that is seaping at the spiget 
and wasting at the bunghole, and why make our gardens a little larger 
while we allow our broad areas of prairie to used to make alcohol instead 
of food? [Applause.] We can’t afford—we can’t afford to starve people juse 
to make them drunk, and the argument that we need this food is having a 
tremendous influence now to hasten the day of prohibition. 


But there is another, and that is that in a time of strain like this, we can’t 
afford to have the health of our men impaired, either at the battle’s front or 
home, by furnishing the food that keeps the fight going. Over in Europe they 
have found that patriotism, that special intangible, invisible partner that 
has throughout the ages led hundreds and millions to offér themselves on 
their country’s altar, is no match for the appetite of alcohol. They find that 
loyalty to Bacchus and John Barleycorn is greater in many cases than to the 
king, the kaiser, or the czar, and they find more deadly than the bomb 
that falls from the skies, more deadly than the torpedo that rises from the 
ocean’s depths is the schooner that crosses the bar, and they have been turned 
aside from the enemy on the field by this enemy at home, and it was Russia 
that led the way by abandoning the traffic. She has decided in the very 
midst of war to sacrifice four hundred and fifty millions a year of revenue 
rather than submit to the demoralization of her people, and I believe, my 
friends, that a Nation that can issue or authorize seven billions of dollars 
at one time can afford to give up the licensing of saloons rather than allow 
our boys to be destroyed by it. The papers will tell you that wherever the 
army goes, the harpies come and establish the saloon and destroy the soldiers 
there by liquor, as much as they could by the bullet, and it is time that we 
consider these people who in our Nation’s stress would lower the vitality 
and the strength of our Nation. It is time we acknowledge them as we ought 
to, enemies in peace and enemies in war. [Applause.] My friends, we have 
this question now before us, and the whole country is anxious to know what 
it can do to uphold the hands of our President and our Congress. Here is 
one thing we can do and it is that every man should be prepared to do the 
maximum of work. We want him to have the very highest fidelity and 
strength when he is at the front fighting, or at home supporting the Govern- | 
ment, and we want to raise the capacity of our people to the highest point, 
and I know of nothing so valuable as to drive the saloon out of the United 
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States that every man can be a man. [Applause.] And I am elad it is in 
politics. Every question gets there when it gets very important. [Laughter.] 
I know the politician. He dodges as long as dodging pays, but the same 
instinct that makes him dodge when dodging is profitable will make him 
stand up and take a position like a man when dodging won’t any longer 
pay, and the time has come now, when these politicians have to fight for 
the dry vote. They used to be required to look after the wet vote only, for 
there was no dry vote. Now, there is a dry vote, and it is in politics. When 
one party acts the other has to. I remember a story I heard years ago. A 
farmer went to a veterinary surgeon to get some medicine for a horse that 
had a sore throat, and the doctor gave him some powder and a long tin tube, 
and explained how to administer the medicine. He took the tube and the 
powder and went home, and came back shortly much the worse for the wear 
and the doctor said, ‘Did you follow my instructions?’ He said, “Why, I 
tried to, I put the powder in the tube just as you said and then I put that 
tube down the horse’s throat, just as you directed, and I got the end of the 
tube to the place that was sore, and I was just about to blow the powder 
to the diseased part when the horse coughed and I took the medicine.” 
[Laughter.] It makes a good deal of difference which party votes first. If 
the Democratic party votes first, then all those interested in the liquor 
traffic will leave the Democratic party because the opposite being the Re- 
publican party will accept them, and then the Republicans will get all our 
bad men, and heaven knows they have got enough now without ours. [Laugh- 
ter and applause.] But suppose the Republicans vote first, then we will get 
all of their bad men and confidentially we haven’t room for any more. 
[Laughter and applause.] Why not both go at the same time? Those inter- 
ested in the liquor traffic go in.politics, they know no party loyalty, they are 
interested in nothing except the amount of money that they can make out 
of the sale of their liquor. Now, if the men who attack the home are willing 
to stand together to help the saloon against the home, then it seems to me 
the people who are for the home ought to stand together against the saloon 
until the fight is ended. [Applause.] I admit that the Republican loves his 
party as much as I love mine, although no Republican can feel so indebted 
to his party as I feel to mine. But I am anxious that every Republican 
shall understand [claps hands] that no party can afford to take the immoral 
side of a moral question, and that every Republican who loves his party 
will be raising the love for his party by drawing his party to the moral side 
of the question. I love my party well enough to be willing to do what I 
can to put the Democratic party on the right side of this question. Why, my 
friends, I owe all I am or hope to be politically to the Democratic party. It 
took me up as a young man without name and without fortune and it gave 
me a nomination for Congress and an election, and then it nominated me for 
the Senate aud it did what it could to elect me to the presidency. My friends, 
I wouldn’t be grateful to that party as I ought to be, if I wouldn’t be willing 
to fight for it at this time to save it from being itself the corpse, and if 
I can, I am going to keep that party from the blight of delirium tremens or 
being in a drunkard’s grave. [Applause.] 


More music followed the address, and at the close of the meeting Mr. 
Bryan held an informal reception and handshaking on the platform. ~~ 


TENTH DAY.—MORNING SESSION. 


Monday, May 21, 1917. 
The tenth day, morning session, of the General Conference convened at 8 
o'clock, Bishop Bell presiding. Bishop Weekley had charge of the devotions, 
and Rev. J. W. Kilbourne and Dr. I. H. Albright lead in prayer. 
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BisHop WEEKLEY, Let us think of Otterbein, and Boehm, and Newcomer, 
and Glossbrenner, and others back through the years. “It was good for our 
fathers.” “It will do me when I’m dying.” “It will take me home to heaven.” 
Now, let that be the keynote through all the four years to come. 

Doctor Lyter, the secretary, read the journal of the three sessions of 
Saturday, and the Sunday services. 

With slight correction, the minutes were approved. 

BisHop KrpuHart. I present this resolution. ; 

Resolved, That the General Church Treasurer be directed to refund to 
the respective annual conference treasurers the amount accumulated during 
the past quadrennium, under the four per cent. apportionment for the Pen- 
sion Bureau. [Signed] Cyrus J. Kernarr, Chairman; L. W. Srant. 


I think I will be understood in that, that was a four per cent, prepay- 
ment and it was understood that that goes back to the conferences, but a 
number of the conferences didn’t exactly understand it and this action directs 
the treasurer to refund. 

THe PRESIDENT. It is before you. 

It was approved, 

SecreTARy Hammack, It seems that between the reports of the Com- 
mittees on Home Missions and Church Erection there is a discrepancy--— 
something wrong. In the Church Erection report the Board of Bishops shall 
select one of their number who by such selection shall be one of said trustees. 
We elected eight and that makes nine in perfect harmony with the consti- 
tution of the Church Erection Society. The Home Missionary Society con- 
stitution says that there shall be six members of this board and the Board of 
Bishops shall be members ex-officio. A ruling by the Committee on Judiciary 
says that this is illegal and that the Board of Bishops cannot be members ex- 
officio, and there are only six members:of the Home Missionary Board. There 
are eight members of the Church Erection Board and the Home Missionary 
Board is one and the same thing. And then the Woman’s Missionary Society 
doesn’t have any representation on the Home Missionary Board. We have 
too many members on the joint board, and when the Church Erection Board 
meets, the eight members are all right with the one that the Board of Bishops 
shall designate to make the ninth one, but when the Home Mission Board 
meets, there are three too many. Now, who are and who are not?-I want 
to move, Mr. Bishop, the Secretary of the Home Missionary Society be 
directed to have the charter of the Home Missionary Society so changed re- 
specting the number of trustees, so that said charter will harmonize with 
the Church Erection Society, also that the Board of Bishops be made members 
ex-officio. 

Rey. J. W. Laks, I second the motion. 

Dr. CHARLES WHITNEY. Does that make the Bishops members ex-officio 
of the Church Erection Society? 

SECRETARY Hammack. Aren’t the Board of Bishops members of the 
Church Erection Society ex-officio? 

Doctor Wuitnery. No. 

: SrecrRETARY Hammack. I want them to harmonize. When the Home Mis- 
sion. Board meets it is the same as the Church Erection Board, isn’t it? My 
motion is to make it so the charter of the Home Missionary Society will 
harmonize with the Church Erection Society, so it will be legal. 

BisHop KrpHarr. I understand from the statement of Dr. Hammack 
that the Woman’s Missionary Association has no representative on this Home 
Mission Board. It seems if we have their co-operation, we ought to have 


their representative on the Home Mission Board the same ag on the Foreign 


Board. 
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Rey. J. W. Kizspourne. We looked that matter up and I understand the 
Bishops are to insert a representative from the Woman’s Missionary Society. 
They have not changed their officers and the Bishops are to insert these. 

Tue PRESIDENT. The chair has no knowledge of such a commission to 
the Bishops. 

Rey. W. V. Barnuarr, of Allegheny Conference. The action was that 
the 'Woman’s Missionary Society was to submit the names of the women; 
they to be given to the General Conference. 

Tue PresipeNtT. That is another understanding of the situation. 

Secretary Hammack. At the same time when the Woman’s Missionary 
Society is presented then there are eleven members and your charter only 
calls for six. That makes it worse than it is. Two of the'members of the 
Church Erection Board must retire when the Home Mission Board meets. 
Your charter must be amended so it will harmonize. I suppose we will save 
time by-referring this matter, for a review of it, to a special committee that 
may withdraw for a few,minutes to consider it. I will withdraw my motion. 

Tue Presipent. Are you all agreed to have it referred immediately to 
a committee? f 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tire PRESIDENT. If you leave it to the chair, to appoint, he will appoint 
Bishop Kephart, I. J. Good, and Dr. J. T. Roberts. 

Bisuor Kepuarr. The committee will please come at once, 

Dr. W. O. Fries. May I ask this question? Is it-the sense of the General 
Conference that the Woman’s Missionary Association shall have representa- 
tion on this Home Mission Board? I understand at their meeting that they 
elected three members of the Home Mission Board. 

Tue PRESIDENT. What is the understanding of the General Conference? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THe PRESIDENT. It is agreed that the women shall have that representa- 
tion. 

Hon. R. H. Benner. May I ask this further question, Brother Bishop? 
The Home Mission Board has been elected? 

THe PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. Are there any representatives from the Woman's 
Missionary Society on the Foreign Board? How is it possible to make it 
the same if you put the Woman’s representatives on the other board? 

Tue Presipent. This whole matter is referred to a special committee.° 

Hon. R. H. Bennerr. We will have to take them on both then? 

Tue PrestpentT. The chair understands the general sentiment to be that 
the Woman’s Missionary Association shail have representation. 

Bisuop Kepuart. I wish you would add some attorney to this committee. 

THE PRESWENT. All right. We will add Judge Bennett to that committee. 

Brsuop Kepnart. And may Doctor Whitney come? 

Tue Present. We will add Doctor Whitney to it. 

Bisuor WEEKLEY. I have a paper on church union and I hope you will 
adopt it without any discussion, if possible. I hope we will get through 
this without discussion on that question. I want to say a few things after 
I read it. Now, this has been referred to the Board of Bishops and they 
all agree to it. Doctor Roberts has drawn up a paper, a little better than 
mine, I think, but we had no time to look it over. The Bishops all agreed 
to this and a number of others to whom I read it. 


“WHEREAS, Very grave obstacles stand in the way of a speedy consum- 
mation of church union between the United Brethren and Methodist Protest- 
ant Churches, because of the unfavorable attitude of a large portion of both 
denominations toward the proposition, and 

“WHEREAS, It is clear that no step should be taken by us that would cause 
friction and alienations among our own dear people, and : 


\ 
\ 
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“WHEREAS, We need especially at this time to conserve the Church’s 
energies in carrying forward the four-year program planned by this General 
Conference; 

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, As the sense of this body, that further agita 
tion of the question of organic union cease for the present. If, in the future, 
Providence should clearly open the way for organic union with any of the 
denominations similar to ours in faith and polity, we hold ourselves ready 
for any action that may be deemed proper to bring about such union. We 
are also ready and anxious, as we always have been, to fraternize with other 
Christian bodies and to co-operate with them in the larger work.of the 
kingdom. 

“We further direct that a commission be appointed on Federation and 
Church Union, consisting of fifteen members, including the Bishops, to which 
shall be referred all matters relating to church union, federation, and co- 
operation.” 

I move the adoption of this paper. 


Seconded by Rev. M. S. Bovey and Dr. J. T. Foster. 

BisHor WEEKLEY. Just a word or two, Mr. Bishop. I think this confer- 
ence ought to be made aware of such things and especially you brethren in 
the central and western parts of the Church. This says, ‘Because of the un- 
favorable attitude of a large portion of both denominations toward the propo- 
sition.” It is very clear that a large portion of the Methodist Protestant 
Church is opposed to it. The (Maryland) conference, 32,000 never voted on 
it at all. And-the Directory from the Pennsylvania Conference and the 
Virginia Conference gave the attitude of that conference. It is almost solidly 
against the whole proposition. The same is true of North Carolina, and the 
same is true largely of West Virginia, Isn’t that the truth? That is on that 
side. - = 

Now, on our side it is similar. You take the West Virginia Conference 
in our East District. We have 22,000 members and if it were submitted to 
a vote and all the members voted, I honestly believe that fifteen or eighteen 
thousand would vote against it. What do you say, men? 

Rev. F. G. Rapasaucu, of West Virginia Conference. I am sure OLhit. 


BisHOoP WEEKLEY. I have never talked with these men and I don’t know’ 


of a single pastor in that conference that stands for it. 

Rey. F. G. RADABAUGH. No, sir. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. And so in Virginia. They have about 15,000 members 
in round numbers, and there is not a pastor in that conference that stands 
for it. A vote to-day of the entire membership would show 12,000 against it 
or more. There is a large division in the Pennsylvania Conference. Some of 
those great congregations stand against it. Doctor Statton said. yesterday 
that the laity all about him stood against it. In the Pennsylvania Conference 
we have over 26,000, and I say if a vote were taken 20,000 would vote against 
it. How is that, Doctor Lowery? 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. More. 

BrisHop WEEKLEY. How is that, Doctor Lyter, am I conservative? 

Docror LyvrerR. Conservative. 

BIsHOP WEUKLEY. A large number would vote against it i 7 

Rev. W. V. Barnuarr. A majority. 3 Ue wee 

BISHOP WEEKLEY. The same is true of the Ohio conferences. 
Hitt says perhaps there would be a. majority vote against it in So 
Ohio Conference, so in Bast Ohio Conference, so in other conference 
in Indiana. 

Now, brethren and friends, if this be true, and it is true, all I state and 
more, if this be true, then why in God’s name keep on stirring the thing up? 
Why do it? You know what will happen. Brethren are getting letters from 
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the East, I see in the papers, protesting against any action along this line, 
and I do hope, brethren, that- you will adopt this paper, and if this is done, 
then the paper on the table, of course, will remain there. What I want to 
do is to get this off of our hands and go back to our districts and to our 
fields, full of faith and purpose to make the next four years the greatest 
quadrennium ever known in the United Brethren Church. Now, you will 
say, some of you, and you are laughing, When did Weekley change around 
from the East to the West? I never changed in principle, you may know 
that, but when I went East and saw that the East was almost solidly against 
the proposition, why should I agitate it? Why be in trouble with the breth- 
ren all the time? Wasn’t I wise in that? The principle is the same to me. 
I have, from the beginning, said that if church union meant to divide the 
Church, I was opposed to it, and I am opposed to it yet. If we have church 
union, it should be unanimous. And so I beg of you to put this out of the 
way for the present, as this paper contemplates, and let us go on with 
this great program that has been mapped out by the General Conference. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Will you vote? 

J. W. Kine, of Oklahoma Conference. I move we take a vote adopting 
that paper. 

B. L. Sutry. Will you.permit this resolution from the laymen? I think 
it is proper. It fits in exactly. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Do you offer it as an amendment? 

B. L. Suvury. No, as a communication from the laymen, asking that it ke 
a part of the record. 

THE PRESIDENT. YES, Sir. 

E. L. Suury. The laymen, Saturday evening, adopted this resolution, to 
be presented this morning. 


Resolved, That we, as laymen, delegates to the General Conference of 
1917, express our belief that there should be closer co-operation among the 
denominations of evangelical Protestantism, and that a practical plan of 
federation should be accomplished; that this should include not only the 
work of the Federal Council of Churches, but also still more active connection 
and co-operation with those denominations closely allied to our own in doc- 
trine and polity. ; 

We request the Bishops and Commission on Church Union to seek to 
carry out the spirit of the proposed union with the Methodist Protestant 
Church, and, as far as is possible, to secure co-operation and harmonious 
work of the communions. [Signed] J. M. Cocan, E. L. Suvry, Committee. 


If I may, I would like to submit this as an amendment to this report. 
Ags Bishop Weekley has said, we realize the difficuities in the way of carrying 
out the original proposition. We do believe, and I think the men who were 
present, men and women, and we had nearly all who are here present, and 
they were unanimous in the belief that there should be more active working 
together, not organic union, and for this reason they have expressed their 
preference in this way. Pe ee ; 

If I may speak to the question just a moment, I would like to say, Mr. 
Chairman, that personally I have very deep convictions on this question, so 
deep that they jnfluence a large pert of my life, but I realize that it 1s 
jmpossible to carry out the details of what was proposed under the original 
plan for church union with these or any other denominations, but I do be- 
lieve, as I expressed it the other evening, that unless we, as Christian men. 
pegin to find more practical ways for coming together, we are going to 
lose out, and that we ought to study and act on Bishop Weekley’s paper and 
this combined, to particularly bring out that wish for us all. : 

Dr. D. D. Lowrry. I know you don’t want discussion, but I believe f 
should be allowed a sentence in explanation of the opposition of some of 
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the Hast. Bishop Weekley told you about the situation in the East. I think, 
in personal conversation with Bishop Bell some years ago, I told him about 
this, to agitate and force a church vote on this question, it would be by sheer 
force. It was said that the North Carolina Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church voted almost unanimously against, and then to have the 
Bishops force us in the East and beg us to take them in, seemed to us just 
a little less than an outrage on these people of the Hast, and I favor this 
proposition submitted here by Bishop Weekley, but I wanted you to under- 
stand our real proposition—there would be absolutely no union, and could not 
be in the East. 

Rey. W. L. Cuinpress. I wish to ask a question. If a large majority of 
the people of this Church is against church union—we were ordered to vote 
here once before—I want to know if they were overwhelmingly against 
church union, why we didn’t vote? Why are we afraid to vote? Why are 
we side-tracking this thing? We voted once in the General Conference to 
have a vote taken. Now, we make a personal statement here that the entire 
Church is opposed to church union, and we go strictly back cn our original 
statement that we take a vote and find out. Now, it seems to me, the prac- 
tical thing in demonstration of the fact that these people are opposed to 
church union is to take a vote. Why should not a vote be taken? 

G. A. LAmBert, of White River Conference. I ask that the previous ques- 
tion be called. Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. The previous question is called tor. As many as favor 
the previous question will indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. 
The previous question is ordered. As many as will adopt Bishop Weekley’s 
paper will lift the hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. 

Now, will you offer your paper, Mr. Shuey? 

E. L. Stury. There is no action required. 

THE PRESIDENT. I would like to ask if the General Conference shouldn't 
approve the verdict of its laymen? 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I would like to have it so. I so move. Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the declaration on the 
subject by the laymen of the General Conference be approved. All favoring 
its approval will indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. - It is 
approved. 

Rey. A. A. Cuarman. In order to sei. away with the good brethren on 
that train, it will be necessary to get away at 9: 30. I ask to be excused. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you excuse this brother? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. A. A. CuapMan. A good lady said to me some days ago that Florida 
was the healthiest spot on earth, and she says, “It is much better for the 
old men than the old women; the old women do sometimes die, but,’ she 
says, “the old men, well, they just kind of disappear.” Now, brethren, if any 
of you see fit to correspond and write me and don’t get any immediate re- 
sponse, take it for granted that I have disappeared. I never mean to die. 
I never mean to die. I belong to that family with whom I can truthfully 
say, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more.” [Applause. | 

Dr. J. S. Furron. I call for a rendering, Mr. Bishop, on this matter of 
brotherhood treasurer. On page 34 of our Discipline, in giving the member- 
ship of the quarterly conference, it says, “and secretaries of brotherhoods.” 
and on page 655 of the proceedings of the last General Conference, it says: 

“Rey. L. L. Epley. Page 36, quarterly conference members. Al] the 
organizations of the church are represented in the quarterly conference by 
their treasurers, except the brotherhood, and that is according to the Dis- 
cipline, represented by the secretary. I make a motion to change the word © 
‘secretary’ to ‘treasurer,’ so that the treasurer of the brotherhood, in har- 
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mony with the other organizations, becomes a member of the quarterly con- 
ference. 

“Seconded. 

“Dr. J. T. Foster. Do we understand now that all treasurers handling 
money are members of the quarterly conference? 

“Rey. L. L. Epney. It doesn’t make any change in the section at all, 
except changing secretary to treasurer in the matter of brotherhood. 

“The item was adopted.” 

Tur PRESIDENT. Unless this General Conference changes that, it is the 
law. 

Docror Fuuron. It is in the Discipline as “secretary,’ and it was 
changed to ‘treasurer’ by the last General Conference. I am going to ask 
that the committee on correlation see that it is written ‘‘treasurer.” 

Dr. L. W. Stany. I move you that we instruct the editors to make the 
change in the Discipline, in harmony with the action of the last General 
Conference. 

The motion was adopted. 

Brsuor Maruews. When a call was made for requests from the various 
cities, for the entertainment of the General Conference of 1921, there was a 
very unpleasant discussion occurred, and it put a burden upon those that 
are representatives of the section calling for the entertainment of the Gen- 
eral Conference. It has grieved the brethren, and I deeply sympathize with 
them to the depth of my heart in the unpleasant discussion that occurred. 
They will go home grieved unless something should be done by those persons 
who expressed themselves to relieve the burden upon their heart. I presided 
over the Southeast Ohio Conference, and they instructed their delegates to 
present Columbus as a place to entertain the General Conference, and then 
Sandusky Conference endorsed that, and the East Ohio Conference endorsed 
it, and these brethren came here, not responsible for the Chamber of Com- 
merce in putting in one little item. They are in a great battle, now, with 
all of us, to make Ohio dry this fall, and the official members of the Fifth 
Avenue Church of Columbus are splendid people, and the Associated Press, 
carrying it out everywhere, of course, has offended them, and here we are in a 
very serious place. I presided over all these conferences, and the vote was 
unanimous, I think, to ask the General Conference to come to Columbus, and 
I would like to have the Conference permit me to put Columbus on the - 
list of places inviting the General Conference to come in 1921. 

Rey. J. W. Lake. I move that Columbus be included in the list of cities 
for the entertainment of the next General Conference. 

Motion was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. J. G. Huser. Another matter as to this. I wonder if the action of 
the General Conference will in any way affect the relations with the Colum- 
bus Chamber of Commerce. Our delegates there have to live with these peo- 
ple, and we do not want this to hinder them in any way there in their asso- 
ciations with that body of business men. 

Tue PRESIDENT. Sure not. 

Bisnor WeEEKLEY. I have another paper I think you will adopt. ‘As a 
General Conference, we hereby express our high appreciation of the splendid 
address made from this platform by Hon. Arthur Capper, governor of the 
State of Kansas. It is a real pleasure to hear one whom the people have 
honored and exalted, speak so fully and frankly in the interest of good gov- 
ernment and of high social and religious ideals. The United Brethren 
Church pledges its co-operation with all such officials, who recognize Jesus 
as ‘Lord, and who fearlessly proclaim their purpose to build and sustain a 
Christian State.” 

T move its adoption. 

Seconded by Rev. J. C. Warner, of West Virginia Conference. 
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_ Rev. J. W. Kivpournr. Did we not pass a similar resolution three or 
four days ago? ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Not pertaining to the governor. 

Dr. W. O. Frims. Personally I would like to see added to that the names 
of Doctor Gulick and Doctor Macfarland, with words of appreciation of their 
addresses before this General Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. Don’t you believe, brethren, that you would better have 
separate resolutions? Suppose some of you write out resolutions that cover 
Doctor Macfarland’s and Doctor Gulick’s addresses. 

BrisHop Weexiry. And Mr. Bryan also. 

BisnHorp Maturws. If Doctor Funk were here, he would announce to you 
that which was very charming in an offer of four hundred dollars in cash 
to Mr. Bryan, who said, “No, nothing; gladly I like to speak to United Breth- — 
ren without pay.” |Great applause. | 

THE PrEsmIpENT. The chair did not put the question for the passage of 
Bishop Weekley’s paper, it seems. As many as will adopt it, will lift the 
hand. It is adopted. ; 

Dr. R. A. Hirr. If at any time there shall arise a question as to the 
eligibility of an applicant for membership in annual conference, as to whether 
his educational qualifications are equivalent to a high-school education, the 
annual conference shall decide such contention by a vote, whose decision 
shall be final? 

Dr. L. W. Lutz. There are two things I would like to inquire concern- 
ing in this connection. First, does that not change the legislation of the 
Discipline? Second, a committee was appointed on this. I ask for special 
instructions in regard to this matter—about this special legislation. 

THE PRESIDENT. On considering the whole situation, the chair is of the 
judgment that the motion is not in order. 

Rev. M. S. Bovey, of Montana Conference. A question of privilege. 

THE PRESIDEN’. If it is not too long. You will have to make it short. 

Rey. M. Nicuots. Some gay they have to go on the special train-—if 
some of us get away we will have to g0 on a special train. We will not 
get out until to-morrow. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. There are some reports to be heard. Can we hear 
the report on the State of the Church? : 

Rev. M. 8. Bovey. I would like the privilege, if the Conference is agreed, 
to waive the rules in such a way as to call up my memorial from the Mon- 
tana Conference, that the Committee on Ministry failed to report... altos 
to relieve a situation, and then it is a question of justice to the super- 
numerary preachers in all the conferences, but especially to meet a situation 
in my conference. The secretary has the baper. He kindly hunted it up 
for me, and if you will kindly give the privilege to Suspend the rules and 
present it, he can read it. You can vote it down or vote it up. 

THE PRESIDENT. What is the pleasure of the General Conference? Do 
you want to have it considered? 

Dr. J. S, Futon. Can’t we give them their privilege? It will only take 
a moment. It don’t affect the balance of the Church. 

SECRETARY HamMack, I presume this is the memorial. I will read it. 
(Reads as follows.) 


DISCIPLINE. 

Chapter IV., Section IIl., Paragraph 10, page 50. 

Resolved, That the following be substituted for all before the word “pro- 
vided,” in line 6: 

“A preacher or elder who has labored for two years in the bounds of 
an annual conference, other than that to which he belongs, shall be required - 
to take a transfer, or be subject to recall at any time, sufficient time being 
granted after notice of recall to supply a pastor in his stead.” 
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In line 3, after the word “learning,” insert the words, “Preachers in 
mission conferences and districts.” 

To Paragraph 11, add: “However, membership in a mission conference, 
or district, shall be no bar to continued membership in an annual conference, 
in the full sense of that term.” . 


If not provided for elsewhere, add: “A transfer from a mission confer- 
ence or district is the same as from a regular annual conference.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, as the chair understands it, it would require 
unanimous consent to bring this forward. Is there unanimous agreement to 
it, and do you wish it should be so brought? ; 

Dr. L. W. Svann. We find that rule to be excellent, just as it is. 

Rey. M. 8. Bovey. Would the Conference like for me to state the reason 
we ask this before you vote on whether you will vote for change of the rules? 

THE PRESIDENT. We can’t vote for it unless the gentlemen of the Con- 
ference give unanimous consent. 

Rey. M. S. Bovry. The question is, whether the Conference would like 
for me to state the reason so you will know whether you want to change the 
rules, and you will know the whole thing before you vote. 

Tue PRESIDENT. But we can’t vote to reconsider unless there igs unan- 
imous consent to bring it up. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I ask that under a question of privilege. 

Rey. J. W. KizpourNne. I have a resolution to which I believe the Gen- 
eral Conference would agree. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I would like to know first. 

Rev. J. W. Kivpourne. This is another matter. £ 

Tuer PRESIDENT. Is the Conference agreeable by general consent to take 
up this matter referred to by Brother Bovey? 

Voricrs. No, no, no. 

Tue PRESIDENT. .The Conference does not consent, so the chair sees no 
way to reach the case. 

Rey. J. W. Kizsourneé. The resolution I have, fixes the qualification for 
voting for delegates to General Conference. In our Sunday-school elections 
we do not allow any member under twelve years of age to vote. In our local 
chureh elections we allow all of them to vote. The resolution is, that we 
authorize the editors of the Discipline to so change the Discipline that no 
person under twelve years of age can vote at any election held by the local * 
church. [Voices, No, no, no.] 

Tur Presipent. Is this signed, Brother Kilbourne? 

Seconded by Rev. W. L. Childress. 

Rev. M. S. Bovey. Does it make any change in the Discipline? I didn’t 
hear the reading? e 

Tue PRESIDENT. Read it again. 

Rev. J. W. Kilbourne re-reads his resolution. 

Rev. M. S. Bovey. A point of order. It being a matter of discipline, 
it is against the rule, and I object to anything that changes the Discipline 
without printing. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Tue Present. This would make a change in the Discipline, as you 
propose. Well, it is out of order. : 

Ture PRESIDENT. Now, under the item of immediate business let us hear 
reports of committees that have not reported. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. May I offer this resolution? It is not intended as 
a change of Discipline, but it is intended as an expression of this body that 
we may know without embarrassment the division of the Conference on this 


proposition. : 
“WHEREAS, There are now men taking the regular college course, and 
ai the same time serving pastoral charges, and 
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“WHEREAS, it being practically impossible for them even to take the 
college course and this annual conference course of study creditably, while 
at the same time serving pastoral charges, and do this effectively; therefore, 

“Resolved, that such men so employed in these various relations, shall 
not be required to take the annual course of study until the completion of 
the college course, but that immediately upon the completion of such college 
course they shall be required to enter upon the annual conference course of 
study.” 

Now, I move this be adopted, if I have a second. 

Seconded. 

THE PRESIDENT, Does it propose a change in the Discipline? 

Doctor Lowery. No, I only offer it as a resolution, simply as the sense 
of this body. 

Tne PRESILENT. But it changes your other legislation; the chair under- 
stands it. 

Doctor Lowery. I don’t see how. 

THE Presipent. In regard to handling the ministry. 

Docror LowEry. The matter comes to this. A number of my men I 
can’t employ. They are eliminated every year. They can’t take these two 
courses, and attend to their duties in the Church. The people don’t want 
them if they can’t give attention to their duties. They can’t do all these 
things creditably, but every year they have to be humiliated. So we are 
getting a little tired of this. We ought to have some other understanding. 

Rey. C, A. Sickaroossr, of St. Joseph Conference. Just a question. Can’t 
the annual conference use these men? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. When the first year’s course is completed we recom- 
mend that they be taken into the second without compelling them to take 
examination until it is convenient for them to do so. And I think those 
can be taken into the annual conference all right. 

Doctor Lowery. If that be the case—if this question is to come up 
every year, and these young men are to be humiliated because this is to 
confront them every year it is a bad situation. One young man nearly broke 
his health last year. 

Rey. M. 8S. Bovey. I rise to a point of order. 

THE PRESIDENT. State your point. ‘ 

Rev. M. 8. Bovey. My point of order is this: we have an embarrassing 
situation in Montana, and you wouldn’t let me tell it. = 

THE PRESIDENT. The chair will make this statement, that it is clearly 
within the power of the annual conference to allow that kind of rules while 
these men are in school, and you are fully authorized to do so, without 
humiliating anybody. Now, can we have reports of committees offered? 
Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. The Committee of State of the Church is ready to 
report. 
ee Dr. L. W. Lurz, I think we should take a vote on Board of Administra- 
ion. 

THE PRESIDENT. The ballots are not in possession of the Conference as 
yet. Will you hear the report of the Committee on State of the Church? 

Doctor Lutz, the secretary endeavored to read the report, but his voice 


was in such a condition that Secretary Hammack relieved him, and read 
the report as follows: 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

The life and power of the Church is conditioned upon her creeds and 
doctrines, vitalized with spiritual power. Her attitude toward all evil and_ 
her influence and achievements are the outward expression and proof of 
this spiritual power, Our Church, born in a revival movement, has always 
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and still emphasizes regeneration; founded upon worthy and sound creed, 
still stands for the vital doctrines of Christianity; recognizing in the be- 
ginning of her life the development and education of her constituency, she 
is fulfilling more faithfully than ever this purpose of her mission; her 
uncompromising attitude assumed and always maintained against all evils, 
open and insidious, her life and power is now inspiring to her membership. 
Her possibility for more powerful and effective achievement is in propor- 
tion as she is faithful to her ideals and the opportunity before her. 


The Sabbath. 


The Sabbath day being ordained of God as a day of rest and spiritual 
improvement, the Church of the United Brethren in Christ has always advo- 
cated its strict observance, and never more than it does to-day. 


Family Life. 
The family has been regarded as a Divine institution by the United 


Brethren Church, and the Church has always urged the erection of the family 
altar in every United Brethren home. 


On Prohibition. 


Although the nation and the world is aflame to-day with new and 
stringent legislation touching temperance reform, the Church, having always 
stood against the liquor traffic, reaffirms her position for national and world 
prohibition, and greets with praise the coming of a “bone dry’ America. 


Amusements. 


We view with alarm the hurtful forms of recreation and amusement 
that are attracting the attention of our people to-day, and protest all such 
that tend to desecrate the Holy Sabbath, create irreverence for the Church, 
lower the standard of Christian living, or sap the spiritual life of our Com- 
‘“munion. We stand for conservative forms of recreation, and pastimes that 
are pure and wholesome to the edification of our people. 


Christian Stewardship. 


The General Conference of four years ago put its approval upon the 
principle of Christian Stewardship, and the use of the budget system in 
securing finances for the work of the Church. The membership was to be 
made acquainted with those plans and given an opportunity of complying 
with them through the “every member canvass” and the “weekly offering.” 

In a large per cent. of the churches, these plans were adopted, and, 
where given adequate support, it has proven the plans to be in advance of 
anything before used, and, where the Bible method of paying the tithe has 
been practiced, it has received God’s promised blessing. Not all of the 
churches have given it the support deserved, and some churches and pastors 
have found fault with it. In general, the results obtained in the increase 
of funds were not as great as they might or should have been, but were 
greater than was expected under the conditions surrounding this radical 
change in system. A uniform and business-like basis has, however, been 
provided, upon which we may build a great structure in the future. 

During the quadrennium the work has been one of education and re- 
organization of the forces. In a great many places, simply the foundation 
has been laid; others have begun to build thereon. As a whole, however, 
we are but in the era of beginnings, with much work still to do to make 
our people even familiar with our purposes. A continued use of the plan 
will eventually break down the prejudices and opposition, and will in the 
near future bring unexpected results. 

The recognition of God’s ownership and man’s stewardship, made mani- 
fest by a systematic paying of proportionate part, weekly, of not less than 
4 tenth of the income into the treasury of the Church, is fundamental to 
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the successful financing of God’s Kingdom. Until we recognize this in our 
methods, we shall be lacking in funds, and in continual need. When we 
practice it as God intended we should, all our financial needs, as well as 
others, will.be supplied, for he is faithful that hath promised. 


Industrial Conditions. : 

Our Church not only believes in industry, but that all should help earn 
a livelihood and put something into an industrial effort to help feed, educate 
and clothe the peoples of the world, as well as to develop a strong, healthy 
body, mind and soul. We are adopting modern methods. We believe and 
stand for fair play, reasonable hours, and a living wage for the same. This 
we have put into practice, as demonstrated by our several institutions, the 
children’s homes, colleges, churches, and our great Publishing House at 
Dayton, Ohio. While we believe all children should early learn and practice 
the laws of industry, on the other hand they should be protected from hard 
labor and long hours, during school age, until the body and mind are de- 
veloped to stand the strain of hard labor. We are also giving industrial 
training in our foreign missionary schools. 


Laymen’s Forward Movement. 


We acknowledge that the laymen have a great part and place in all 
departments of church work, and we are glad that they have seen and 
recognize their opportunity. The laymen of the United Brethren Church 
are in the front ranks of the mighty awakening and great forward move- 
ment among the laymen of the world, and are taking part in all the civic 
and religious reforms of the world. 


Church Federation. 


As a denomination, we have been active in co-operating with sister 
denominations in the movements of the Councils of the Federated Churches 
of America. This in evidence in temperance, home missionary, Sunday 
school and Christian Endeavor work ‘in many places. We also co-operate 
with a considerable number of churches in educational work. In foreign 
conferences we have a splendid record. In Porto Rico, we co-operate with 
six other denominations in the publication of a weekly Christian paper, in 
a theological school, union evangelistic campaign, and a religious survey 
of the island. In Japan, we join with the Congregationalists in maintaining 
a theological school. In China, we co-operate with eight others in a similar 
work, and, in the Philippines, with four others in supporting a union theo- 
logical school, and in publishing a weekly publication jointly with the 
Methodists. We also record our opposition to the overlapping of church 
organizations in small towns and rural districts. [Signed] L. S. ‘WoopRurr, 
Chairman; L. WaLrer Lu'rz, Secretary. 


Rev. W. E. STaNnuey, of St. Joseph Conference. I move the adoption of 
this report. 

The report was adopted. 

Rev. W, E. Sranury. May I say this, before the next report is read. 
I had the honor of being the secretary twelve years ago, of this committee 
report that is passed and the first half is identical almost with the report 
twelve years ago which was voted down, and I rise to express my thanks 
that we are coming to the light, 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, we appreciate good literature here. We will now 
have the report of the Committee on Sunday Schools. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
“We, the Committee on Sunday Schools, present the following memorial: 


“To change Article IX., on page 98, by adding the following section, — 
same to be known as (b): 
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“*The board shall appoint a conference elementary division superintend- 
ent, and such others as are found necessary to promote the work of the 
Sunday schools in the conference’ 

“The present Section (b) will be known as (c), and the present Section 
(c) as (d), and an additional Section, (g), added to this article, as follows: 

“Tt shall be allowed by the annual conference sufficient funds to perform 
the duties outlined above.’ ” 


H. C. Cripianp, of Miami Conference. I would like to move that a state- 
ment be introduced at the beginning of this report, in commendation of our 
General Secretary. I believe-it has been done in each case with all our other 
reports, and for some reason it has been left off by the printer. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you do that by unanimous consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE SECRETARY. Will you prepare it? 

THE PRESIDENT. You write it out, Brother Cridland. 

H. C. Cridland presented the following: 


“We commend our General Secretary, Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, for his 
efficiency and untiring service, and for his having so materially reduced the 
indebtedness which his board inherited at the beginning of the quadrennium.” 


Rey. M. Nicuors. I move we adopt the report, item by item. 

THE PRESIDENT. We will proceed to adopt it, item by item, without formal 
vote. 

Rey. C. A. HenNDERSHOY. I would like to know what that last sentence 
read means. Some of our annual conferences do not have very much money 
to spend for this. “It shall be allowed by the annual conference sufficient 
funds to perform the duties outlined above.” Does that mean sufficient funds 
to run the business? In some of our conferences we do not have the money 
to spend on these special boards. I move to strike that out. 

Tur Presipent. The chair does not hear a second. Proceed. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 

“On page 100, Article 3, we recommend that after the word ‘pastor,’ the 
following be added: 

“‘General superintendent and superintendents of the elementary, the 
secondary, and the adult divisions, making Section I. read: 

“<The officers shall be a pastor, a general superintendent, and superintend- ° 
ents for the elementary, the secondary, and the adult divisions, a secretary, 
a treasurer,’ ” etc. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. What standing is intended to be given to these super- 
intendents? 

J. H.-Lirrie, of Kansas Conference. It means that they are elected by 
the school as heads of the different departments, and they are selected by 
the superintendent for their respective departments. 

Docror Furton. It doesn’t mean that they are to be separate and dis- 
tinct superintendents, and recognized in the quarterly conference and official 
board, but just the general superintendent? 

J, He Lattin ves: 

Secretary Hammack reads: 

“On page 101, under Section II., add the following article, to be known 
ae a ‘To promote greater efficiency and to increase attendance in our Sunday 
schools, it is urged that all classes above the Junior age be organized, and 
secure their charter from our denominational General Secretary.’ ” 

“The present Article 5 shall then be known as Article 6. . 

“On page 215, Section I., Article 20, Item 2, the following item is to be 


inserted: 
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“Following (c) to be known as (d) ‘Junior Department’; that Inter- 
mediate Department be known as (e); the Senior Department as (f); the 
Adult Department as (g), and the following (g) be added ‘Home Depart- 
ment,’ to be known as (h), and that total shall follow (h).” 


J. H. Lirrrie. Page 215, Superintendents’ Blank Report, adding these 
other reports which do not appear in the general superintendent’s blank, 
giving the figures for each department. 

Secretary Hammack reads: 


“And that between items 3 and 4, a new item be inserted, as follows: 
‘Number of organized classes,’ and that number and the ones following be 
numbered correctly. [Signed] J. H. Lirrir, Chairman; Croyp C. Ross, Sec- 
retary.” 


Pror. H. M. AmpBrosr, of Kansas Conference. I move the adoption of 
the report. 

The report was adopted. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I have a motion at this 
time. ‘‘WireREAS, The General Conference has ordered that a commission on 
pensioning of preachers and preachers’ widows be created, I move that we 
proceed to the election of said commission. [Signed] A. R. Ayers, A. A. 
Lona, J.P. Koontz.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Very good; you haye heard this motion and it is 
signed. It is before you. 

EK. L. SHury. Would it be in order to move as a substitute that the 
Board of Administration serve as the commission on preachers’ pensions? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would be in order. 

H. L. SHuny. I so move. 

The motion was adopted and these duties were enjoined upon the Board 
of Administration. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. It seems to me the expression should be one of the 
duties of the Board of Administration. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you do that by unanimous consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Rey. CHARLES WuITNEY. This has been handed to me. It is in reference 
to the Evangelistic Commission. I will read it now. 


“We recommend that the Committee on Evangelism be vested by the 
General Conference with the function of giving very careful and studied 
attention to the character and fitness of the men who desire to do the work 
of an evangelist, with a view of furnishing the Commission on Evangel- 
ism of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and also 
pastors desiring evangelistic help, reliable information concerning the same.” 
May I explain this? 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Rev. C.. WHITNEY. We present this, coming from all denominations, 
giving a bureau of information. It was the very thing you wanted. 

THE PRESIDENT. This paper is offered by the Commission on Evangelism. 
Are you agreed by unanimous consent to its adoption? 

Votces. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I have a resolution. 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. “Wuereas, This General Conference has been henored 
with the presence of Hon. W. J. Bryan, Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, Dr. Charles 
Macfarland, and Mrs. Maud Judkin Baldwin, and, ~ 


“WHEREAS, Their splendid addresses have been most edifying and in-' 
spiring, therefore, be it 
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“Resolved, that we are truly grateful for their presence, and express 
our high appreciation of the valuable work being done by them in strength- 
ening and extending our Master’s kingdom, and that we bid them Godspeed 
in their respective lines of Christian service. [Signed] W. O. Frizs, A. C. 
SIDDALL.”’ 

Dr. W. R. FunK. Will you allow me a word? There is another matter 
that ought to come in through some committee. Last night when I put 
a roll of bills in Mr. Bryan’s hand, to pay him, he declined it. I put the 
money in his hand the second time, and he declined it again, saying that he 
was doing this because of his love for the Church. When I went down with 
him to his hotel, I said, “I do not know what the United Brethren Church 
will say or do to you for your kindness.” ‘Well,’ he says, ‘there is one 
thing I want to do. Will you let me do it again? I want to come back 
to you.” 

THE PRESIDENT. What did you tell him? 

Doctor FunK. I told him, “You are engaged now.” [Applause.] 

But I don’t want you to forget in this morning’s session, the man who 
stepped into the hardest place ever put on a man in this denomination, 
yesterday afternoon. [Great applause.] And I was very proud of one of our 
own men doing the thing unselfishly as he did it. I was proud of Bishop 
Bell yesterday afternoon. [Great applause.] 

Conference rises and salutes Bishop Bell. 

BrsHor Bett. Now, this is all very gracious of you, and I thank you 
for your graciousness. 

. Dr. W. R. Funx. We paid Doctor Macfarland $64 for his expenses, and 
$40 to Doctor Gulick for his expenses. The resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

Bisuor KrpuHart. This is a matter for information. The other day 
Bishop Weekley was elected Superintendent of Evangelism, and I have been 
wondering now whether we have adjusted matters so the plans will work 
together. I do not know what the mind of the Conference is, but I would 
dislike to see Bishop Weekley in a work without his understanding it, and 
I thought I would mention this. 

I should say before I read this, brethren, that it was rather a difficult 
thing to do, first because of the fact that you want the Home Mission Board 
and the Church Erection Beard to be the same, and, second, you want rep- . 
resentatives of the Woman’s Missionary Board on the Home Missionary 
Board. And now, you see that we couldn’t exactly accomplish that and make 
them exactly the same, but we have tried to come as nearly to it as we can. 

Your committee to harmonize plans for the boards of Control of Church 
Brection Society and Home Missionary Society, recommend the following: 

That Article II. of the Constitution of the Home Missionary Society 
shall be changed to read as follows: 

“The Board of Control shall consist of the nine persons chosen as the 
Church Erection Board, along with three members to be chosen by the 
Woman’s Missionary Association, provided those persons shall be elected as 
members of this board by ballot of the General Conference. The General 
Secretary of the society shall be the executive officer of the board. A ma- 
jority of the members present at any regular or called meeting shall con- 
stitute a quorum.” [Signed] Cyrus J. Kepuarr, J. T. Roperts. 

This, of course, will make the Home Missionary Board consist of nine 
members, and, of course, in that respect, three more than on the Church 
Erection Board, but we couldn't make the Church Erection Board with these 
three members without making it larger than the other board, and this is 
the nearest that we can get to it. Those nine members to consist of the 
eight persons elected by the General Conference, and one Bishop. This will 
also put the same Bishop—the member representing the Board of Bishops— 
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upon both the Church Erection Board and the Home Missionary Board. We 
couldn’t change that because of the other arrangement. 
THE PRESIDENT. Will you, by unanimous consent, adopt this report? 


Dr. S. S. Hoven, Foreign Missionary Secretary. I would like to ask a 
question, whether that report says that the members of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association shall be elected by this General Conference? 

BisHop KepHarr. This Conference chose the Home Missionary Board. It 
is simply a matter of form in putting it through. 

Doctor Hoven. In order to conform to the Church Erection Constitution. 

BisHop KrpHart. Shall the secretary cast the ballot? 

Tuer PRESENT. Is there unanimous consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. , 

THE PRESIDENT. It is done by unanimous consent. 

R. H. Benner’. Is it necessary for the secretary’s minutes to show that 
we rescind the action by which an election was held the other day for the 
Missionary Board? Because our record must show. we 

THE PRESIDENT. Will the General Conference agree to this also? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. : 

THE PRESIDENT. It is agreed to correct the minutes. 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON, of White River Conference. This resolution is pre- 
sented, first, because we want to do it for the secretary, and in view of the 
great importance of educational work of our Church, we offer the following: 


“In view of the tremendous importance of the educational work of our 
Church, demanding the best energies and thought of us all, but especially 
of the one on whom has fallen the responsibility of leading our educational 
forces during the last quadrennium, and, in view of his faithful service, 
therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we hereby express our deep appreciation of the untiring 
effort and unselfish endeavor of our General Secretary of Education, Dr. Win. 
BH. Schell, and pledge him our continued support. [Signed] J. B, SHANNON, 
I. J. Goon.” 


THE PRESIDENT. As many as will vote approval, will lift your hands; 
opposed, by like sign. It is your vote. ; 

Proressor Mark Kerrrn. “We move that the Board of Bishops be and 
it is hereby authorized to appoint a fraternal delegate to represent the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ at the general meeting of each 
evangelical denomination to be held during the quadrennium. [| Signed | 
MARK KEPPEL, CLARENCE H. Cor.” Adopted. 

Rey. J. C. WARNER. “In view of the fact that the reading of the Bible is 
prohibited in the public schools of some of the States of the Union, be it’ - 

“Resolved, By the General Conference of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, that we,. as a Church, are everlastingly opposed to such a 
law, and hold that it should be an open ‘question in all public schools. 
[Signed] J. C. Warner, J. T. Foster.” i 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

THE Presipenr. Are the ballots for Board of Administration yet in 
possession of the Conference? 

SECRETARY HAMMACK. They are not here yet. They promised to have 
them here at 9: 30 a.m. 

Dr. C. B. Frercuer. Inasmuch as the duties of the general secretaries of 
this General Conference are arduous, 

Resolved, That twenty-five dollars be added to the amount heretofore 
ordered to be paid to them. 

Pror. MARK Keppreu. Is that not an amendment to the report of salaries 
already adopted? 

THE PRESIDENT. Sure—if expressed in salaries it would be. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 671 


Doctor FLetcHER. The reason for this is because the allowance is less 
for this General Conference than it was for the previous General Conference. 
We feel that it ought to be the same. 


THE PRESIDENT. The difficulty is that it was already fixed by a report 
which has been passed upon and become legislation. 

PRoFEssoR KrEppeL. I had the honor of being an official four years ago 
and receiving compensation for serving as secretary, and the amount that 
I received was identical with that which has been allowed at this time. 

J. H. Litrre. Have we voted yet on motion for the secretary to cast 
the ballot? 

THE SECRETARY. It has not yet been adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you so instruct him? 

J. H. Lirrre. I so move. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the secretary of the 
General Conference cast the ballot for the three women representatives on 
this board. 

BisHor KEpHArT. That must be a ballot including eight members and a 
Bishop and the three representatives of the Woman’s Missionary Association, 
that is, Bishop Fout, and the eight members elected on the Church Erection 
Board and the three women representatives. 

THE PRESIDENT. You will accept that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE PRESIDENT. It shall be all inclusive, and the secretary. will cast the 
ballot, 

SECRETARY LytTER. Cast the ballot of the Conference for the following to 
constitute the Home Mission Board: 


BALLOT FOR BOARD OF IIOME MISSIONS, 


Bishop H. H. Fout, D.D. Judge J. S. Kirkpatrick, 
A. S. Hammack, Eugene Schaefer, 

H. W. Trueblood, C. L. Raymond, 

C. W. Kurtz, Mrs. L. R. Harford, 

W. W. Williamson, Mrs. L, H. Leitzel, 
Albert Keister, Mrs. J. E. Fout. 


Rev. W. G. Futon, of Allegheny Conference. In the report of the 
Committee on Home Missions there is in Item 5 a matter of legislation that 
conflicts with the legislation enacted in adopting the report of the Com- 
mittee on Temporal Economy. It could be corrected by the elimination of 
the first part of Article 5 in the repoit, 

Tue Presipenr. Bring an action. 

Rev. M.S. Bovey. I raise a point of order. 

TuE PRESIDENT. State your point of order. 

Rev, M. S. Bovey. He stated it was legislation, and it affects the Dis- 
cipline and must be printed. : ‘ 

THE PRESIDENT. The difference is this. He calls attention to the fact 
that there is a contradiction in the legislation. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. There were a great many of them. 

Dr. L. W. Strany. I move a suspension of the rules that we may get 
this corrected. : 

Tue PRESIDENT. Will you agree by unanimous consent? 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. No. You wouldn’t let me have mine, 

Tue Presipent. That this contradiction shall be corrected? 

Rev. W. G. Furtron. I can make it plain, I think. This item says: 
«That with the decreased apportionments to the conferences, we recommend 
that the Thanksgiving offerings be separate and apart from the budget and 
applied as specials to Home Missions and Church BPrection.” 
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Now, in the report on Temporal Hconomy, “Ttem 7, that Thanksgiving 
week be designated as the time when Home Missions shall be presented 
to our churches and Sunday schools for a special offering for their work.” 
This provides that these offerings shall be applied to the budget if neces- 
sary and if we were to amend that item that I read, it wouldn’t change the 
matter of the service or the offering but it would bring it in conformity 
with the legislation that was enacted in the report on Temporal Economy. 

BisHop Krepuarr. It is particularly in order to rescind an action at any 
time. : 

Rey. W. G. Futton. Then I move the following: 

That the item in report of Committee on Home Missions in reference to 
the special offerings, being separate and apart from the budget, be rescinded: 
that is, first four lines of No. 5. [Signed] W. G. FuLTon. 


Tue Presipenr. It is moved and seconded that the item in the Discipline 
by which you have a contradiction shall be rescinded. As many as will vote 
it, indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed, by like sign. It is adopted. 

Dr. A. B. Stratton. I have a resolution here. This General Conference 
did a rather unusual thing in the matter of stationing our Bishops, sending 
one man from the far East to the Coast and another man from the Coast 
to the East, so I want to introduce this resolution: 


Resolved, That the Church Treasurer be instructed to pay the expenses 
incurred by any Bishop in moving his residence to the district to which he 
is assigned by this General Conference. [Signed] A. B. Srarron, A. R. 
Ayers, A. A. Lone, L. WALTER LuTz. 


Adopted. 

Rev. J. H. Brunx, of Virginia Conference. In view of the hearty wel- 
come accorded to, and the splendid entertainment of, this General Confer- 
ence during its sessions in this great city, be it 


Resolved. 1. That we, the members, delegates, and visitors of this 
General Conference, do hereby extend our appreciation to Dr. W. R. Funk and 
his assistants for the splendid arrangements provided, in special train service, 
and in otherwise making our trip to Wichita and our stay in that city 
pleasant. 

II. That we extend to the pastors of the local congregations and their 
good people, Miss Heisel and all helpers, the local church choir under the 
direction of Miss Jane Shiblom, the quartet (the Price Brothers), the 
citizens, the civic bodies, the Chamber of Commerce, and the railroads our 
heartiest appreciation for their splendid hospitality. [Signed] J. H. Brunx, 
H, M. WHITCRAFT, 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Rey. D. L. Dovus, of Oklahoma Conference. We have a report here that 
was tabled on Saturday—the report of the Committee on Deaconess Work. 
I move that we take it from the table. 

TwE PRESIDENT, The secretaries remind us it was tabled for a decision 
by the Board of Bishops. The Bishops will have to give it attention right 
away, and we will pass the item for a moment. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I think the ruling awhile ago will help out the diffi- 
culty we had. I move to rescind the whole report of the Committee on the 
Ministry of the Church. I will give my reason. First. 

THE PresipENtT, Is there second? 

Seconded by Rey. W. L. Childress. 

Rey. M. S. Bovny. Just two reasons I can give you in a word or two. 
The first reason is there was a memorial from our conference indicating 
a change which it was necessary for the General Conference to make, and 
the committee made no report on the memorial at all, and never gave us a 
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chance to be heard upon it. The second reason for rescinding is that the 
report as presented, or stated on the General Conference floor, was so mixed 
up that we did not know what we were voting upon. The members of the 
committee themselves admit that fact, so I move that the whole report be 
rescinded so we will not make any legislation that we ought not to, and if 
you see fit, you can have a report pronouncing upon the memorial of that 
conference. : 


Rev. H. R. Hess. I was on that committee and I believe that memorial 
was before us, and we had a right to dispose of it according to our views. 

Dr. L. W. Stauu. I move it be laid on the table. 

Seconded by Dr. D. D. Lowery. 

Motion adopted, and the matter went to the table. 

Tur Presipent. Are there any other reports? Is there anything else 
to be done? 

Bisuor Howarp. I do not know that I have: definite convictions on this 
matter, but a motion must be made as to when the new Discipline goes into 
effect; following the action four years ago, I move that the new Discipline 
take effect immediately at the close of this Conference. : 

Seconded by Hon. R. H. Bennett. ; ‘ : 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr. I rise to ask a question. — How would that be pos- 
sible? There are conferences that will be in session inside of three weeks, 
and without the Discipline in hand, how can they be guided by the new 
Discipline in their work? I don’t see how that is possible. 

Bisuor Howarp. I stated that I did not have any convictions in the 
matter. There are differences of opinion, and some one needed to call atten- 
tion to it at this time. I notice that four years ago there was any amount 
of discussion, but the final action was to this same effect, that it take effect 
immediately. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I am sure that the Bishop of the Pacific Coast. can 
get his bearing on this proposition by one method, by having a revised list 
of the reports of the committees, and he can easily figure out every question 
from that. It is necessary, Mr. Chairman, as I see it, that this motion pre- 
vail just as it is, because these actions are taken and this Church is incor- 
porated, and the laws of our incorporation date from the end of the General 
Conference, and it is necessary that it go through this way to make our 
actions valid. 

Brsuop Matuews. I might say that for all these years, action has been 
taken that the first of July should be the beginning of the next quadrennium. 
You look the history all over, and it was an unusual action taken at the 
last General Conference. - 

Dr. J. H. Yaceyr, of Iowa State Conference. In view, of what has just 
peen said, would it be in order to amend and say July first? 

Te PRESIDENT. It seems to be absolutely necessary. 

Bishop Howard’s motion was adopted. 

(At this point Secretary Hammack read the ballot cast for Home Mis- 
sionary Board py the secretary, but it was placed by stenographer, imme- 
diately following the authorization so as to have both actions appear to- 
eether.) ; 
oe Dr. J. M. Puimrerr. As to the time we set when the new officials shall 
take their places, there is a difference between their time and the time the 
Discipline goes into effect. I will make a motion that the new officials begin 
their official duties July first. ‘ 

BisHorp WEEKLEY. Isn’t there a specific clause excepting the Bishops? 

Tye PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the officials of this Gen- 
eral Conference, excepting the Bishops, shall begin their terms of service 


July first. 
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Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. Do the Bishops begin at once with the new Dis- 
cipline? 

i BisHop WEEKLEY. These conferences will have to be held before the first 
of July, and he is a full-fledged Bishop now, the Discipline says. : 

Doctor Funk. They (the Bishops) are excepted in the motion. 

BisHor WEEKLEY. The law of this General Conference must go into effect 
now so we can begin the work on the district. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is understood, then, that the motion by which you 
decided that the Discipline gces into effect at once carried all these matters? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. L. W. Lurz. The Discipline settles the matter. 

BisHop KEPHART. The General Conference, four years ago, fixed the first 
of July as the day all the offices should come into action. 

Doctor Funk. Except the Bishops. It says they shall begin immedi- 
ately. 

BisHor KEPHART. It wasn’t so recognized by the General Church Treas- 
urer. Here is the action: “The quadrennium shall begin upon the adjourn- 
ment of the General Conference, and the tenure of office of all general officers, 
secretaries, and members of boards shall take effect upon adjournment, pro- 
vided that officers shall have until July first thereafter to make inventory, 
settle their accounts, and arrange their work.” (Page 761, General Confer- 
ence Proceedings, 1913.) Four years ago this was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Judiciary, and it brought this report back, and it was adopted by 
the General Conference. 

BisHop Maruews. You are not taking an exception of the new officers. 

Docror PuHtLiiper. There was a specific provision, four years ago, that 
the salaries should begin the first of July. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. Take, for example, the Bishops. We began back there 
four years ago not until the first of July. You can’t complete the quadren- 
nium until the first of July. It was to give them the salaries, but you 
understand what the Discipline Says on that. I really think, brethren, that 
we ought to begin with this General Conference. This ends the quadrennium 
and it allows the Bishops to go ahead and open the way for the new officials. 

Doctor PuHILLIPPl. With the consent of the second, I will withdraw that 
motion, if this covered all. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right, the mover withdraws his motion, and the 
chair understands that the whole matter is settled by the Discipline, whicn 
orders an immediate execution of the action of this body. 

Dr. J. E. SHANNON. I rise for a little enlightenment, The Evangelistic 
Commission is being besieged by representatives of the East and the West, 
and of all other sections, from every point of the compass, to know what, if 
anything, we have had to do with the motion that was carried here, per- 
haps Saturday night, electing a superintendent of evangelism, and we had 
nothing to do with it, but now we are being asked a good many questions as 
to whether this superintendent of evangelism is to work for us, if he is to 
be paid a salary, or salary and expenses, and to that we don’t know what to 
say, and yet it is a little embarrassing to us and a little embarrassing to 
people doing the asking, to explain what the status of the superintendent 
shall be. Is the commission going to be it, or is the superintendent going to 
be it? The enlightenment we want is as to whether he is to be it, and we 
want the question settled. The question is, Who is who? 

THe PrEsipenr. You would better have a motion. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I didn’t get that, Mr. Bishop. 

THE PRESIDENT. The point raised by Doctor Shannon is whether the 
superintendent of evangelism, elected by the General Conference, should be 


paid for his services, and whether his work comes under the jurisdiction 
and control of the Commission on Evangelism, 
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BisHop WEEKLEY. Absolutely no, but if it is to include a salary, then I 
resign. I won’t have it at all, no pay except for actual outlay on my part. 
My understanding is that I am to work with the commission in an honorary 
way, meet with the commission and assist them and help secure evangel- 
ists here and there over the Church, and thus work in harmony with that 
commission. I am no boss. I don’t want any recognition along that line. 
[Applause.] We will meet after while and settle that. 


THE PresmENT. Is there any other item of business to be transacted? 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Will the General Conference hear me for a moment? 
I have some miscellaneous items I wish to call attention to. Even this 
General Conference owes Rev. O. O. Inman an everlasting vote of thanks. 
Have you given it? [Applause.] 

BisHoP WEEKLEY. Or a vote of everlasting thanks. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. I want to call attention. Sometimes these things are 
forgotten. I have been paying bills, and I have been out of the sessions. If 
I enumerate some things you have acted upon, you won’t care, will you? 
You owe the local congregation in whose church we have met, as well as the 
local churches in this town, United Brethren churches, I mean, the other two, 
and then you owe the Christian forces of this community here some word of 
commendation for their kindness. All done. All right. 

Now, I want to say for the printers who did your printing, that they 
deserve thanks on your part. I settled the bill, the entire printing bill this 
. morning with the Eagle—the Wichita Eagle—and their entire bill for. all the 
printing of this General Conference was $204.14, the smallest printing bill 
in the highest and most expensive period of the world’s history that any Gen- 
eral Conference has ever had. [Applause.] You owe thought also to the 
railroad men who have been very considerate of your conditions and needs. 
You will remember that a special train was brought out from Dayton—the 
only unpleasant thing, and the only thing that could be found fault with in 
that whole excursion with one hundred and sixty-three people was that we 
came in here a few hours late, but nobody was specially inconvenienced by 
it. We are going back at three o’clock this afternoon by special train, and 
Mr. Brooks, of the Rock Island, will go with us to St. Louis. They have 
done everything they could for our comfort and for our safety, and I tell 
you I love the railroad men. They are getting better and better every year. 
[ Applause. ] 

I want just this personal word at this moment. Four years ago I was 
a broken man in spirit and in body. I left the General Conference on that 
occasion with little hope in my mind. I came to this General Conference in 
a quandary as to what your wish and purpose in reference to my life was. 
You have treated me in such a way that I leave this place this afternoon 
with a deeper determination and a more consecrated purpose and desire on 
the part of my own life that God may use me during this quadrennium as 
never before for the interest to which you have elected me, and I want now 
to say that this General Conference has given to that institution, not to me, 
put to that institution, one of the best boards that it could select in the 
Church, and as far as I am concerned, they are on the board without any 
act of mine. They are independent men, just as I am an independent man, 
and I rejoice that they stand in that relation to the institution. I beg of 
this Board of Bishops for a continuation, for I could not ask of any one of 
you more than you have given in the past, but I beg for a continuance of 
that co-operation. I beg of you, as members of this General Conference, that 
when you find that we are making a mistake, that you be candid with us 
and not tell the other fellow first. 

Doctor Fries. With all boards, doctor. 

Docror Funk. I am not allowed to talk about other boards. I am talk- 
ing about my own board. I said this was a personal word. If you see we 
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are making a mistake, don’t you be afraid to say it to the Agent, because 
then the opportunity is given to correct what may be am error, but. don’t 
go to the other fellow first. Give us a chance. That is all I ask for in the 
conducting of a business that is to grow and to be magnified and increased 
until it accomplishes the purposes of God in the work of the Church. That 
is my personal word. [Applause.] 

Bisuop Maruews. I offer this resolution: 


“WHEREAS, There is a world movement for the holding of a World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order, be it 

“Resolved, That the Board of Administration be and is hereby empowered 
to appoint the requisite number of representatives for the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ for the said world conference, if it shall be held 
during the coming quadrennium.” 


The resolution was adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. The ballots. are in the-room. Will you take the vote at 
this time for Board of Administration? 

Rev. F. G. RapaBaucH. An announcement. Arrangements have been 
made for a special car from here over the Santa Fe, leaving at 1: 45, reaching 
St. Louis at 7: 00 o’clock in the morning. There is some room in the car 
yet. We would be glad to have the brethren going down that way, not 
going on the special, to join us. 

Dr. J. E. Four. Going to Chicago, the Santa Fe will leave to-night at 
10: 39: : 

CLtoyp C. Roser. It is suggested that an additional board of tellers. be 
appointed. 

THE PRESWENT. The object is to distribute the ballots for a more rapid 
count. 

Doctor Funk. While the ballot is being taken, may I make an announce- 
ment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Doctor Funx. With reference to the train. You brethren who signed 
for a berth, you will be expected to take your berth. That is a fair business 
proposition. Second, it is the hope that the Pennsylvania car will lie in 
Pittsburgh until morning; understand, this is to accommodate those that 
are in the Pittsburgh car. 

I don’t believe you elected the ushers and pages to an emeritus relation, 
they asked it the other day. Without joking, I think there ought to be a 
resolution of recommendation for the splendid work these people have done. 

Rey. M. S. Bovey. I would like to ask Doctor Funk another question; 
those who paid full fare coming to the General Conference, is there any 
provision made for a reduction on return? Y 

Tue PRESIDENT. The tellers to count these ballots will be: W. W.. 
Williamson, C. W. Kurtz, J. S: Kendall, A. L. Spafford, F. N. Munch, G. K. 
Hartman, D. L. Doub, P. W. Drury, and A. B. Statton. 

The ballots for Board of Administration were gathered and the board 
of tellers retired to make the count. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. In answer to Brother Bovey, no special reduction, 
and any one wanting to goon the special train this morning as far as Topeka 
or Kansas City, can do so.» You will make connection at McFarland for all 
points west on the Rock Island, also at Herrington. 

Rev. W. L. Cumpress. The janitor of this church has had to do a lot 
of extra work during this Conference. I move that we take up a special 
offering here for him. Motion adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT. The collection is ordered and I will ask Doctor 


McLaughlin and Brother Heisel and Brother Jones to take the offering im- 
mediately. z: i 2 
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The offering was then lifted. : 

THE PRESENT. Brother Inman wants to make a statement. 

Rey..O,. O. InMAN. Those that desire to leave on the 11: 05 train, there 
will be a motor bus here at fifteen minutes to 11: 00 which will get you to 
the station in plenty of time. ~ : ; 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there any other item of unfinished business? There 
is a report to be taken from the table which you will hear at this time. The 
secretaries say that the report on Social Service from your committee was 
laid on the table with the understanding that it be permanently tabled; 
is that true? : 

Dr. A. R. Crippincer. There were one or two motions laid on the table 
until this morning. I have forgotten what they are. 

Dr. W. O. Frims. The report of the Committee on Deaconesses’ Work is to 
be taken up when the Bishops announce their decision. 

BisHop MaruEews. The Board of Bishops reiterate their former decision 
that deaconesses that become members of the annual conferences shall have 
all the privileges of members, except in voting. 

Pror. Mark KeEpret. I move you that Brother Childress by unanimous 
consent be elected the official humorist of this conference. 

(Approved by clapping of hands.) 

THE PRESIDENT. ‘ By unanimous consent it is done. 

Dr, W. O. Fries. I move the report on Deaconesses’ Work be taken 
from the table. Motion adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEACONESSES’ WORK. 

We, your Committee on Deaconesses’ Work, recommend the following 
changes in the Discipline. See page 78, Section I. 

Sub-section 1. Insert the words, “lead by the Holy Spirit,” following the 
word, “piety,” so it will read, “When any sister of suitable age, health, ability, 
culture, and piety, lead by the Holy Spirit, wishes to become a deaconess, 
she shall receive a recommendation to the quarterly conference from the 
class where she holds her membership. If, after examination by the confer- 
ence superintendent, or a committee appointed by him, she ig approved by 
the quarterly conference, she shall receive license te perform the duties 
of a deaconess in the local church, said license subject to annual renewal.” 

Sub-section 3. In the first line of the words, “shall be,” stricken out 
and the words, “may be worn,” inserted after the word, “bishops,” in the 
second line, so it will read, “A uniform costume selected by the committee 
appointed by the Bishops, may be worn to distinguish and protect her.” 
[Signed] N. J. MacInryre, Chairman; BruLtau CHAPPELLE, Secretary. 


Presipent McLaucuirn. The York College Overland Special will start 
to-morrow at eight o’clock. 

Secretary Hammack. Doctor Lyter has been selected to deliver the 
secretaries’ valedictory, and we would like to hear it. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. “Br Ir RESOLVED, ‘That we express our high apprecia- 
tion of the splendid services rendered this General Conference by Rev, O. O. 
Inman, and for the special efforts made by the local congregation in provid- 
ing meals and other accommodations, for the members of this body. We also 
express our gratitude to the officials and others of the city for their deep 
interest in our gathering, and for the care exercised in our behalf,” I move 
its adoption. Adopted unanimously. 3 

Dr. WM. E.-ScHELL. -One .of our institutions of learning is without a 
president, and has been conducting its work the last year without a president, 
and consequently has suffered by reason of not having a great good man at 
its head. I-want you brethren to pray God to help us, and help you to help 
‘us discover a man for president-of Leander Clark College, a good salary and 
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an opportunity to render a great service. We want a man who will take the 
headship of this institution. Will you pray? Will you help towards this end? 

Tur PRESIDENT. Now, we will wait a moment until we can get these 
ballots. I wish we might stand and join most devoutly and reverently in 
prayer, that God may add his blessing in a marvelous way to the work of 
this General Conference, and that this coming quadrennium may be the 
most outstanding in achievement of aggressive righteousness that has ever 
come in the history of our denomination. Shall we reverently rise in prayer 
at this moment. I will ask Doctor Hough to lead us. 


Doctor Hough’s prayer: O our Father, thou knowest how many things 
have crossed our minds and hearts during these twelve days and how little 
time we have had together to worship thee. We are so grateful for this mo- 
ment that we may open before thee our great desires and that we may call 
upon thee, Gracious Father, to smile upon us and that we may be quiet before 
thee in these closing moments of this great General Conference. 

Father, forgive us if we have done evil in these days and blot out all 
that is inconsistent with thy will in our hearts and in our actions nullify. 
And we pray especially that thou wouldst empower us with vision and with 
- wisdom and with grace as we set our faces towards thee and towards the 
world that is calling to us to help and to furnish leadership so that the 
churches we represent, may be led out into the conquest to do the full will 
of God in reaching every man’s department or institution for the Kingdom 
of God, that the news of the Savior may come to every hamlet, and to every 
community in our land, and in all the earth. And now we pray especially 
for these delegates who are here, and who go back to assume responsibility 
in our local churches, and in our conferences, and in our districts, and in 
our general departments of the Church; make us to feel, Lord Jesus, this day 
that we are banded together to help one another, and to enable thee to wit- 
ness and to glorify thyself mightily in our own lives and in the salvation of 
men during the next four years. ? 

We pray especially for the men who have just now been elected to repre- 
sent us on this Board of Administration, that they may be able to see the sig- 
nificance of the work to which they are called, greater work than which never 
did a General Conference delegate to human beings. O God, give these men 
wisdom, give these men courage, give them ability and sacrifice in spirit, 
that they will be willing to give sufficient time to get the spirit of what this 
great movement means, and so May co-operate with them, and may the officials 
of the Church that are associated with this board be wonderfully blessed and 
may every district in America, and in our foreign fields be so led of God 
that this year, these next four years, our Church shall enter into a new 
covenant with our God for the giving of his righteous rule to the whole 
world, and oh, sanctify us at this closing hour of this General Conference 
for this great task, that is too great for any of us. Lord, help us to realize 
that thou hast said, “With man it is impossible but with God all things are . 
possible.” May we walk hand in hand with thee for these four years. We 
ask it in Jésus’ name. Amen. 

BrsHop Howarp. In order that there may be no doubt, I move that the 
newly elected Board of Administration meet at the call of the senior Bishop. 
Motion adopted. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I wish to announce that the members of the Com- 
mittee on Evangelism will meet me in that room to the left immediately on 
adjournment. 

BisHor MATHEWS. The directors of Bonebrake Seminary will meet in 
the room to the left of the platform immediately after adjournment. 

Doctor FuNK. I would like to announce that the board of the Printing 
Establishment met Saturday evening and organized by electing Dr. A. W. 
Drury president, and Dr. J. A. Lyter secretary. 
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BisHop Four. I would like to announce a meeting of the delegates of 


the Northwest District in the educational committee room for about fifteen. 


minutes after adjournment. 


BisHop KepHarr, A meeting of the Board of Education in room to left 
after adjournment. 3 

THE PRESIDENT. We will have the reading of the minutes of the morning 
session. 

SECRETARY LyTER. Now, brethren, I have nothing but notes. I have not 
been able to write up my minutes and so you will have to take much for 
granted. I will be able to put it in the same shape as all the rest of your 
minutes within an hour after adjournment, so if you are agreed to accept 
my notes you will get it. 

The secretary then read the minutes of the morning session so far as 
the session had progressed. 

BisHop KepHartT. We have not had the announcement of the board of 
tellers. 

THE PRESIDENT. Are these minutes approved? If so, you will say ap- 
proved. : 

Voices. Approved, approved. 

BisHop KrpHartT. Bishop Mathews offered a resolution as to a World 
Conference on Faith and Order. I just received a letter this morning from 
Professor Stimson, of Lawrence, Kansas, who first brought this matter to 
my attention, and asked that we co-operate and through him it was brought 
to the Board of Bishops. I would just like to read this one statement. He 
says, “All that you,” that is, we, “need to do is to accept the invitation and 
appoint a commission. That will make them participators in the world 
conference and automatically will bring them into relation with the prepara- 
tion committee, which is only a local subsidiary committee.”’ I just mention 
this that the Episcopal Church of the United States is asking of us co-opera- 
tion in the World Conference on Faith and Order. 

SrcrETARY Hammack, Can’t we have some men to assist the board of 
tellers. They are not nearly through with the count. 

THE PRESIDENT. Will Brother D. O. Fout and Brother Testerman go at 
once and assist in the count? 

THE PRESIDENT. The question is raised whether you might not now move 
to adjourn sine die with the order that the tellers be authorized to report to 
the secretaries. : 

BisHop MaruEews. What if there is no election? 

Tur PRESIDENT. They say there may be no election. 

Rev. M, H. Frye. I move we adjourn for twenty minutes. 

Tur PRESIDENT. The chair does not hear a second. 

Bisuor Four. By your permission, I would like to say this word or two. 
For my own part I feei a great responsibility as we face the big program for 
the next four years. We have listened to great addresses during this Con- 
ference. We have been enthusiastic in voting upon these propositions, but 
the results are going to depend upon our conduct on the battlefield between 
our adjournment to-day and our convening four years hence. There are men 
whose voices have not been heard in this Conference, but whose services and 
sacrifices on the field will be such that when the final record is opened, they 
will have more to their account that some of us who have consumed much 
time in these discussions. : ; 

The program is in harmony with the times in which we live. No less 
an undertaking could meet the challenge of the age. The nation, in its pres- 
ent crisis, is calling for the heroic upon the part of the religious forces of our 
country. The program is sufficiently large to summon and unite the whole 
army. Let us not fail in our courage or dare to take the place to which 
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God is calling us. Our resources as a Church were never so rich, our poten- 
tialities never so prophetic as now. 

“A better and bigger United Brethren Church,” is a worthy motto. The 
young life of the Church demands it. Our future as a denomination is de- 
manding it. This is not sectarianism. The interests of the Kingdom de- 
mand it. The whole army will be strong and efficient in proportion as each 
division is trained and organized to the highest point of efficiency. A closer 
co-operation upon the part of the denomination is demanded. The tendency 
is toward organic union upon the part of the denominations similar in 
polity and faith. The churches must hear what the Spirit is saying on this 
matter. We must follow the ark and not. our own selfishness in these mat- 
ters. But until the fuller development of these providential movements, 
we must, as a denomination, justify our right to occupy a place as a division | 
of God’s great army. Ripe fields and big tasks are before us. May the 
strong Man of Galilee help us to measure up to our opportunities and to his 
expectations. We are commended by American Protestantism for our polity 
and spirit. Other denominations are giving us a higher rating than we are 
willing to give to ourselves. 

We can build up a big United Brethren Church if. we determine to do it. 
Twenty-five years ago the Christian, or Disciple, Church, numbered 450,000. 
Wisely forecasting future events, they started out to build a big denom- 
ination, and within a quarter of a century they have increased their member- 
ship to 1,500,000. I should like to give the remainder of my days on the 
earth to the building of a denomination that our children and grandchildren 
will be proud of and happy in when our work is done. Judging from the 
precedent state above, it should be perfectly possible for us to add one mil- 
lion to our membership within the next generation. Great pictures have 
required much time for their completion. Great buildings and institutions 
have required years of devotion and application to the filling out of the 
plans of the architect. I am in favor of the four-year program; but the work 
of each quadrennium should be a contribution to the completion of a great 
plan. The time has come for the leadership of the Church to think in terms, 
not of a single year, but of decades and of quarter- and half-centuries. As 
we go out to our big tasks, let us not forget the place of prayer and the 
absolute need of a special baptism of the supernatural upon all our under- 
takings. 

J. H. Lirrte. Would it be out of order for me to say a word about the 
Conference from a layman’s standpoint before we close? 

THE PRESIDENT. Proceed. : 

J. H. Lirrir. I would just like to say this. I have not said very much. 
I have said some things, but it seems to me as if this Conference put in a 
great deal of time on the unimportant things, and let the important things, 
many of them, slide by. We have put in time by the hour on a comma or a 
period, or a “may” or a “shall” or a “can” or a “be” or a “but’’ in the Dis- 
cipline, and then when the question of Christian ‘stewardship came up here, 
which is the foundation of your four-year program, you put it through and 
there wasn’t much said about it. I waited for some person to say something 
about Christian stewardship. I want to give you a few figures, if you will 
allow me. The United States Government Says that every man, woman, and 
child living has an average income of fifty-five cents a day, that is $200.75 
a year, and T doubt if our people average less than that. Upon that basis as 
the average income basis, the United Brethren Church doesn’t give one-half 
of what it should. If you gave ten per cent., which is the Lord’s portion of 
_ the fifty-five cents a day, we would have; instead of three and one-half mil- 
lions in the quadrennium, or something like that, we would have seven 
millions dollars a year, Bishop, with our membership. Then where would our 
four-year program get-to? We would do something then. You have not said 
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a word about it on this floor, and that is one of the things that appeals to 
me, and appeals to me strong. We have 390,000 members, and with an in- 
come of $200.75 a year, at twenty-seven cents from each of our members, 
means seven million dollars, and that is the average wage of every man, 
woman, and child in the United States, and the average wage of the United 
Brethren is more than that, and if we would follow God’s plan, we would 
have ten or twelve million dollars a year for our forward program instead 
of a little, meager amount, and I will tell you that God is never going to 
pour out his biessing on this Church, or any other church, until we adopt 
God’s plan instead of trying ovr own plan to work out this idea. [Applause.] 

BisHop Four. I would like to move that the Board of Administration be 
requested at the opening of the quadrennium to appoint a committee on 
preparation for the next General Conference Program, putting first things 
first in their judgment. The great outstanding issue of the Conference was 
that of education. I feel humiliated because it has been relegated to the 
rear. Let them get to work at once. 

THE PRESIDENT. More help is wanted for the tellers. Will Brother 
Spangler and Brother Wilson go to their assistance? 

BisHor Four. I believe there is such a committee. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. I don’t believe we need to wait for the report of the 
board of tellers, as the ones receiving the highest number of votes are elected. 
I don’t see why we should wait for that report. 

PROFESSOR KEPPEL. It may happen that there will be a doubt, and I move 
that in the event there be a doubt that the board of tellers be authorized to 
determine in such manner as may be best as to the parties who shall be 
elected. 

Bisuop MatHews. Let us wait patiently. 

While the Conference waited for the result of the ballot, an address 
was made on the work on the Coast by Rev. L. S. Woodruff, followed by 
Dr. S. S. Hough and Doctor Brewbaker on the work of the coming quad- 
rennium. : 

Tue Presipent. Now, if you please, there can be no better attitude 
for us to close this General Conference than the attitude of prayer, and I am 
going to ask you to stand, while we have three or four voluntary prayers in 
which we will ask God’s blessings upon the officers of the Church, and for 
the Holy Spirit to descend upon our ministers and people. Let us pray. 

Conference stands and prayers were offered by Dr. W. O. Fries, Bishop 
H. H. Fout, D. H. Counseller, Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, Rey. H. R. Hess, Rev. 
Maurice Nichols, Rev. D. P. McCoy, Bishop A. T. Howard, Dr. R. A. Hitt, 
Dr. J. G. Huber, and J. H. Leopold. ; 

Tue PresipentT. Be seated. The board of tellers is now ready to report 

secretary. 
sears oe! Hammack reads: Report of board of tellers. 
BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION, 
East District. 


Ministers—Vote for three. Laymen—V ote for three. 
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Central District. ; 
Ministers—Vote for three. - Laymen—V ote for three. 


eee SETAE TGs i 5 erste ares aoe 64 Hi Mie W Biter ate cooks cee teres 79 
NER Ballinger se oo eee 100 Je MAOQSaNs Sc comneee eee eae L279 
CROW KurtZncs toe eee ee 66 Bred VER Riko). oirae. an eaters 102 
ALeR.Clippingers en. set ar ese 86 WP Alspach! scse.c sah ae 33 
RAs SETI keto ee 84 TAP West as Oe eS 70 
Jot Patterson erodes fase awe 67 JeWist Browiiet soe ie Sia 37 
Northwest District. 

Ministers—Vote for two. Laymen—Vote for two. 
Vi WairtOVercon sa scot icres nets 74 Teds GOOD ASE tos ae se Ree eee ee 119 
or Wisse MUA KO Nase ein cone eanecbe er te, 69 PMG CUB ici. Oar eee alos arene 66 
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Southwest District. 

Ministers—Vote for one. Laymen—Vote for one. 
M0: Mchatighlin®. ccs ks 12 ce Bennethx-eiies feos 92 
C.ghe Beisel. Nees cea eeee 76 SCs Caldiwelliu: ajc sestnarts secre 52 

Pacific District. 

Ministers—Vote for one. Laymen—Vote for one. 
GAB MeDon alain ie erase eee 95 Mark  Keppelcs ot. 6.50 Peak 118 
Wa AR Nicol esie chen ineee eke 63 B5Eis Hostetlers cn: saeenee ee 30 


THE PRESIDENT. You have elected from the East District, ministers— 
Dr. D. D. Lowery, Dr. J. S. Fulton, and Dr. W. F. Gruver, and laymen, J. H. 
Ruebush, Judge Wm. N. McFaul, and J. Raymond Engle. (J. H. Ruebush, 
and Judge Wm. N. McFaul for eight years.) 

For the Central District you have elected, ministers—Dr. M. R. Ballinger, 
Dr. A. R. Clippinger, and Dr. R. A. Hitt, and laymen—J. M. Cogan, Fred 
H. Rike, and H. M. Whitcraft. (Dr. M. R. Ballinger, J. M. Cogan, and Fred. 
H,. Rike for eight years.) : 

For the Northwest District you have elected, ministers—Dr. J. E. Shan- 
non and Dr. V. W. Overton, and laymen—I. J. Good and F. B. Geib. (Dr. 
J. E. Shannon and I. J. Good for eight years.) 

For the Southwest District you have elected, minister, Rev. C. E. Heisel, 
and laymen, Hon, R. H. Bennett. (Hon. R. H. Bennett for eight years.) 

For the Pacific Coast District you have elected, minister, G. E. McDonald, 
and layman, Prof. Mark Keppel. (Rev. G. E. McDonald and Mark Keppel for 
eight years.) 

Rev. J. W. Kitsourns. I think we have overlooked one thing in the 
matter of the Board of Administration, and that is the filling of vacancies, 
and I move that in case of vacancies occurring in the Board of Administra- 
tion, that the Board shall have the power to fill the vacancies. This will 
keep the districts properly represented. Motion adopted. 

A few announcements were repeated of meetings of boards, ete. 

THE PRESIDENT. Is there any other announcement? If not, a motion to 
adjourn is in order. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I move that this General Conference do now adjourn 
sine die. 

Seconded by Rev. M. R. White: 

THE PRESIDENT. Now, as many as will adjourn sine die will lift your 
hands. Opposed, by like sign. The motion prevails. Let us rise and be 
dismissed by Bishop Mathews. : 

Bishop Mathews’ closing prayer was as follows: 
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O God, our Father, the Father of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
we have come to the final close of this interesting and blessed session of the 
General Conference. Let thy blessing rest, O God, upon all the labors and 
upon all the workers as they go back to their homes, and focalize their at- 
tention upon the local church as a unit. O blessed Savior, let thy special 
blessing rest upon our colleges and the great educational work of our Church 
and our Seminary, where young men and young women are preparing to go 
out to preach the gospel. Let thy blessing rest upon all the pastors and the 
superintendents and their wives far away, looking with interest to this meet- 
ing. May thy kingdom come and thy will be done in all our hearts, and as 
we walk in the current of God’s will and under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, may every one of us, as God shall help us, do our best for God and 
the Church in the building up of his Kingdom. And may grace and mercy 
and truth and love from God the Father, and God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit, rest upon us now and forever, Amen. 


THE PRESIDENT. The Twenty-seventh General Conference of the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ is adjourned sine die. May 21, 1917, 11: 50 a.m. 
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California Conference 
TOP ROW—L. S. Woodruff Mark Keppel 
LOWER ROW—Logan Harter Clarence E. Coe 








Erie Conference 
TOP ROW—Mrs. Geo. Walters W. B. Nelson Mrs. O. EK. Williams 
LOWER ROW—R. J. White Mrs. R. J. White N. J. MacIntyre 

















East Ohio Conference 
TOP ROW—J. H. Patterson W. E. Airhart W. W. Williamson 
J. N. Funk W. W. Moody Jay M. Cogan 
LOWER ROW—P. M. Camp C. Whitney J. S. Kendall A. A, Moore 











East Tennessee Conference 
TOP ROW—S. W. Paul Ethel Carter 
LOWER ROW—W. H. Wright R, A. Armstrong 
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Foreign Mission Conferences 
W. Drury E. B. Ward 


TOP ROW— Philo 
OWER ROW—J. F. Musselman 











Georgia-Florida Conference 


A, A. Chapman E. V. Cavanaugh 




















Indiana Conference 
TOP ROW—W. PB. Snyder Ss. L. Todd J. W. Sell 
LOWER ROW—J. W. Settle Mrs. Il. R. Sharp Di ki MicGoy. 














Iowa Conference 
TOP ROW—Frank Wilkinson Wie el Crone J. H. Owen 
LOWER ROW—J. C. H. Light Je Ele Mase, TD. W. Bovee: &. W. Curtis 
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Lower Wabash Conference 
TOP ROW— Judge alter Brewer L. A. Rider Cloyd C. Rose 
H. F. Brubaker 
LOWER ROW—J. B. Norviel . L. Perkins . L. Duncan J. B. Connett 














Michigan Conference 
TOP ROW—A. LaVerne Spaffor 
LOWER ROW—F'red P. Geib BE. Shull J. A, Blickenstaff 
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Montana Conference 
Briley Douglas 











Minnesota Conference 
Alexander Campbell 














Northern Illinois Conference 
TOP ROW—J. H. Reed Alex. Anderson Mrs. Clara Wolford FEF. N. Munch 
LOWER ROW—V. W. Overton J. M. Phillippi A. E. Wright M. B. Spayd 

















Nebraska Conference 
TOP ROW—M. O. McLaughlin 


LOWER ROW—S. M. Snider W. O. Jones Carrie A. M. Burt Fred Jeffers 
Ss. C. Caldwell 











New Mexico Conference 
O. A. Smith E. O. Johnson 














Oregon Conference 
TOP ROW—G. E. McDonald H. B. Dorks 
LOWER ROW—Prof. E. H. Castle Mrs. W. O. Zeigler 








Ohio German Conference 
J. H. Leupold J. C. Bremer 














Oklahoma Conference 
TOP ROW—C. A. Hendershot J. W. King 
LOWER ROW—D. L. Doub Mrs. W. H. McGrady 
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Pennsylvaniz Conference 


M. S. Meredith 


Wash 


N. McFaul 
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J. B. Wingerd G. D. Gossard 


H,. Kiracofe 
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BH. Houseman 
CENTER ROW—A. R. Ayers 
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H. Washinger 
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Harry EB. Lease 
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LOWER ROW—A. A. Long 
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Wisconsin Conference 


TOP ROW—G. H. Pepper bL. Le Thayer 
LOWER ROW—S. E. Taylor W. E. Gillingham 
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Miller, Rev. George, 416. 
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Ragatz, Dr. A. F., 502-504. 
Shannon, Dr. J. E., 63. 
Shepard, Bishop W. O., 576-582. 
Testerman, Rev. F. M., 537. 
Washinger, Bishop W. H., 441. 
Weekley, Bishop W. M., 58, 136-138, 166, 355. 
F Whitney, Dr. Charles, 149. 
Auditors’ Reports: 
3 Board of Education, 214. 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 257, 238. 
Church Erection Society, 186. 
h Foreign Missionary Society, 158. 
Home Missionary Society, 165. 
Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work, 302. 
United Brethren Publishing House, 110. 
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30ARD OF ADMINISTRATION: 
Election of Board, 681. 
Election of Secretary, 627. 
Nominations, 625. 
Soard of Education: 
Auditors’ Report, 214. 
ad Committee’s Report, 38, 387, 567-575. 
Election of Board, 637. 
| Blection of Secretary, 586. 
! Report of Secretary, 186-211. 
Report of Treasurer, 212-214. 
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Bonebrake Theological Seminary: 
Auditors’ Report, 237, 238. 
Committee’s Report, 38, 528-531, 549, 617. 
Election of Board, 585, 596, 636. 
Election of Business Manager, 552. 
Nomination of Directors, 462, 626. 
Report of Business Manager, 215-232. 
Report of Treasurer, 233-237. 


CuurcH ERECTION Sociery: 
Auditors’ Report, 186. 
Committee’s Report, 38, 435, 491-494, 576-584, 669. 
Election of Board, 620. 
Election of Secretary, 501. 
Nomination of Trustees, 464. 
Report of Secretary, 167-177. 
Report of Treasurer, 178-186. 
Church Trustees, Nomination of, 463. 
Commission on Church Union, 325-328. 
Commission on Evangelism: — 
p Committee’s Report, 316-324. 
Election of Commission, 627. 
Election of Superintendent, 627. 
Nomination of Board, 465. 
Commission on Finance: 
Change in Name, 343. 
Report of Secretary, 303-316. 
Commission on Inter-Church Federation, 346. 
Committees: 
Bishops’ Stationing, 575, 601. 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 38, 528-531, 549, 617. 
Boundaries, 37, 452, 552-557. 
Christian Endeavor, 38, 401, 603. 
Christian Stewardship, 38, 518, 544-548, 588-590. 
Church Erection, 38, 435, 491-494, 576-584, 669. 
Church Federation and Union, 38, 408, 455, 602, 631-635. 
Correspondence, 69, 599-601, 603. 
Credentials, 38, 364, 
Deaconess Work, 38, 362, 630; 631, 677. 
Delegates’ Expenses, 38, 347-349, 373. 
Denominational Program, 88. 
Education, 38, 387, 567-575. 
Hvangelism, 38, 316-324, 400, 560-566. 
Formulas, 613. 
Foreign Missions, 38, 394-396, 483-486, 
Four-Year Program, 364, 513-525. 
Government of the Church (Administration), 38, 75, 343-346, 357-36 
387, 441, 455-470, 525-527, 544-548, 588-590, 591-593, 628-630. 
Home Missions, 38, 419, 496-501, 621-623. 669, 672. 
Homes and Orphanages, 38, 363, 490. 
Judiciary, 37, 393. 
Lesson Courses, 637. 
Memoirs, 38, 366, 531-543. 
Ministry of the Church, 37, 397-399, 613-616. 
Nominations, 38, 462, 625, 626. ° 
Publishing Interests, 38, 367, 372, 878, 419-435. 
Rules of Order, 37. 
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Social Service, 38, 402, 560. 4 
State of Church, 37, 664-666. 
State of the Country, 88, 616. 
Sunday Schools, 38, 362, 363, 392, 666-668. 
Superintendency, 38, 363, 404-414. 
Temperance, 38, 400, 636. 
. Temporal Economy, 37, 368, 401, 528, 637-642. 

Committees, General Conference, 37, 38. 


gs 


DELEGATES’ EXPENSES, 47, 48, 250, 347-349, 373. 
Discipline, Editors of, 595. 
Discipline Into Effect, 673. 


eee 


ELECTIONS: 

Associate Editor of Sunday-School Literature, 460. 

: Associate Editor of Telescope, 443. 

d Bishops, 418, 430, 438. 

! } Board of Administration, 681. : 

4 Board of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 585, 596, 636. 


4 Board of Church Erection, 620. 
Board of Church Trustees, 619. 


2 Board of Control, 618, 621. 

; Board of Education, 637. 

i Board of Foreign Missions, 612. 
Board of Home Missions, 620, 671. 


: Business Manager of Bonebrake Seminary, 552. 
3 Commission on Evangelism, 636. 
: Editor of Sunday-School Literature, 455. 


Editor of Telescope, 444. 
Editor of Watchword, 452. 
Foreign Bishop, 418. 
4 General Church Treasurer, 598. 
' Publishing Agent, 440. 

Recording Secretaries, 37. 
if Secretary of Board of Administration, 627. 
| Secretary of Board of Education, 586. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor, 618. 
Secretary of Church Erection Society, 501. 
Secretary of Foreign Missionary Society, 495. 
Secretary of Home Missionary Society, 552. 
Secretary of Sunday-School Board, 486. 
Superintendent of Evangelism, 627. 
Trustees of Otterbein Home, 596. 
Trustees of Publishing House, 596. 
Trustees of Quincy Orphanage and Home, 596. 
Young People’s Secretary, 615. 


ForeiGN BisHor, ELecTIoN or, 418. 
Foreign Delegates, 29. 
Foreign Missionary Society: 
} Committee’s Report, 38, 394-396, 485-486. 
. Election of Board, 612. 
Election of Secretary, 495. 
Nomination of Trustees, 464. 
Report of Secretary, 121-134. 
Report of Treasurer, 152-158. 
Four-Year Program, 75. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEES, 37, 38. 
General Conference Proceedings, Editors of, 597. 
General Conference Proceedings and Pictures, 531. 
Greetings: 

Berger, Dr. Daniel, 67. 

Castle, Bishop N., 65. 

Colestock, Z. A., 339. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 374. 

Radical United Brethren Church, 339. 

Shuey, Dr. W. J., 74. 

Wichita Y. M. C. A., 339. 

Wilson, President Woodrow, 68. 


Home MISsIoNary Sociery: 
Committee’s Report, 38, 419, 496-501, 621- 623, 669, 672. 
Election of Board, 620, 671. 
Election of Secretary, BBD. 
Nomination of Trustees, 464. 
Report of Secretary, 141-149. 
Report of Treasurer, 159-165. 


INVITATIONS TO GENERAL CONFERENCE, 593, 661. 


MermoriaL SERVICE, 531-543, 

Memorials Presented: 
Annual Conference Tellers, 73. 
Bishops Emeritus, 418. 
Board of Administration, Teli 
Board of Education and Sunday-School Board, 250, 251. 
Boundaries, 246. 
Boundaries and Names of Conferences, 239. 
Christian Endeavor Branch, 342, 
Christian Endeavor and Sunday School, 247. 
Christian Stewardship Secretary, 247. 
Church Boards, 140. 
Church Boards, Term of, 71. 
Church Erection, 246. 
Church Erection Directors, 558. 
Committee on Discipline, 140. 
Condensed Creed, 241, 394, 560. 
Conference Representation, 74. 
Conference Superintendency, 239. 
Conservation of Members, 240. 
Correlation, 243. 
Council of Administration, 240. 
Denominational Commission, 242. 
Election of Delegates, 73. 
Election of General Conference Delegates, 72, 243. 
Election of Lay Delegates, 243. 
Election of Members, 242. 
’Hlection of Ministers’ Wives, 250. 
Election of Treasurers, 243. 
Election of Trustees, 240. 
Election Returns, 73. 
Enrollment of Sunday- School Scholars, 74. 
Evangelism, 244. 
Foreign Missions, 244. 
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Foreign Missionary Society Constitution, 354. 
Home Missions, 244. 

Home Mission Directors, 559. 

Home Missionary Society and Church Erection Society, 243. 
Iowa State Conference, 354. . 
Ladies’ Aid Societies, 240. 

Lay and Quarterly Conference Preachers, 247. 
Lebanon Valley College Territory, 71. 

Local Sunday-School Membership, 139. 
Loose-leaf Report Blanks, 139. 

Ministry, 241. 

Montana Conference Boundary, 242. 

New Members, 140. 

Nomination of Delegates to General Conference, 139. 
Nomination of Sunday-School Superintendents, 243. 
Official Boards, 339. 

Ohio German Conference, 340. 

Pastors’ Report Blanks, 341. 

Pfrimmer’s, Dr. J. G., Monument, 240. 
Quarterly Conferences, 247. 

Quarterly Conference Ministers, 243. 

Quincey Orphanage and Home Territory, 72. 
Reports of General Officers, 341. 

Standard of Education, 247. 

Standing Committee on Lesson Courses, 341. 
Sunday Schools, 340. 

Temperance, 242. 

Term of Service on Boards, 342. 

Transfer of Ministers, 247. 

Transfer of Preachers, 242. 

Trustees of Local Church, 139, 140. 
Missionary Program, 446. 


OPENING ADDRESS, 3. 
Opening Prayer, 3. 

Otterbein Home: 
5 Blection of Trustees, 596. 
Nomination of Trustees, 465. 
Report of Superintendent, 295. 
Report of Trustees, 277-295. 


j) Pagss, 151. 

_ Prayers: 

Ayers, Rev. A. R., 438. 

Bell, Bishop W. M., 531. 
Hough, Dr. S. S., 678. 
Kephart, Bishop C. J., 3. 
Mathews, Bishop G. M., 685. 
Weekley, Bishop W. M., 5, 442. 
Publishing Agent’s Report, 97-111. 

_ Publishing House: 

Accounts Resolution, 141. 
Agent’s Report, 97-111. 
Auditors’ Report, 110. 
Election of Agent, 440. 
Election of President and Secretary of Board, 678. 
Election of Trustees, 596. 
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Nomination of Trustees, 463. 
Publishing House Lawyer, 248. 
Report of Trustees, 95-97. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Board of Education, 297, 572. 
Commission on Evangelism, 668. 
Committee on Government of the Church, 483. 
Gideons, 452. 
Recording Secretaries, 37. 
Reports: 
Bishop of Central District, 77. 
Bishop of East District, 91. 
Bishop of Foreign District, 112. 
Bishop of Northwest District, 83. 
Bishop of Pacific District, 79. 
Bishop of Southwest District, 89. 
Business Manager of Seminary, 215-232. 
Commission on Evangelism, 316. 
Publishing Agent, 97-111. 
Secretary of Board of Education, 186-211. 
Secretary of Church Erection Society, 167-177. 
Secretary of Commission on Finance, 303-316. 
Secretary of Foreign Missionary Society, 121-134. 
Secretary of Home Missionary Society, 141-149. 
Secretary of Sunday-School Board, 252-265. 
Secretary of Young People’s Work, 265-276. 
Secretary of Woman’s Missionary Association, 329-333. 
Treasurer of Board of Education, 212-214. 
Treasurer of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 233-237. 
Treasurer of Church Erection Society, 178-186. 
Treasurer of Foreign Missionary Society, 152-158. 
Treasurer of Home Missionary: Society, 159-165. : 
Treasurer of Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work, 
299-302. 
Trustees of Otterbein Home, 277-295. 
Trustees of Publishing House, 95-97. 
Trustees of Quincy Orphanage and Homie, 452. 
Committees: 
Bishops’ Stationing, 601. 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 528, 617. 
Boundaries, 452, 552, 557. 
Christian Hndeavor, 401, 603. 
Christian Stewardship, 513, 544-548, 590. 
Church Erection, 435, 491. 
Church Federation and Union, 455, 602, 631-635. - 
Commission on Church Union, 455. 
Correspondence, 599-601, 603. 
Credentials, 70, 135, 364. 
Deaconess Work, 362, 630, 631, 677. 
Delegates’ Expenses, 347-349, 373. 
Denominational Program, 88. 
Education, 387, 567-575. 
Evangelism, 400, 560-566. 
Federation of Churches, 403. 
Foreign Missions, 394-396, 483-486. 
Four-Year Program, 364, 513. 
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Government of Church, 343-346, 357-361, 387, 441, 455-470, 525-527, 
544-548, 588-590, 591-593, 628-630. 

Home Missions, 419, 496, 621-623, 672. 

Homes and Orphanages, 363, 490. 

Judiciary, 393. 

Lesson Courses, 637 

Memoirs, 366. 

Ministry of the Church, 397-399, 613-616. 

Nominations, 462. 

Publishing Interests, 367, 372, 373, 419-435 

Social Service and Reform, 402, 560. 

State of the Church, 664-666. 

State of the Country, 616. 

Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work, 362, 363, 
392, 666-668. 

Superintendency, 363, 404-414, 470. 

Temperance, 400, 636. 

Temporal Hconomy, 368, 401, 470, 528, 637-642. 


QUINCY ORPHANAGE AND HomME TRUSTEES, 464. 


BRE SOLUTIONS: 
; American Bible Society, 512. 

Apportionments, 594. 

Appreciation to General Conference Hosts, 672, 677. 
Baldwin, Mrs. M. J., 668. 

Balloting for Election, 439. 

Bible, 670. 

Boards, Term of Service for, 443. 

Bryan, Hon. W. J., 668. 

Capper, Governor Arthur, 661. 

Changes in Discipline, 595. 

Church Erection, 576. 

Church Union Committee, 511. 

Chureh Union, 657. 

Colorado and New Mexico Conferences, 601. 
Combining Secretary of Education and Secretary of Board of Admin- 

istration, 624. 

Committee on Formulas, 597. 

Cowden, Col. Robert, 588. 

Davis, Dr. L. E., and Beck, Dr. C. H., 525. 

Delegate to Each Evangelical Denomination, 670. 
-Hditors of Discipline, .595. 

Enck, Dr. S. C., 451. 

Executive Committee, 612. 
ies General Church Treasurer, 628. 
German People, 437. 

Gulick, Dr. 8S. L.,.. 668. 

Laymen on Church Union, 659. 

Macfarland; Dr. ea 668 

McCormick, R. O., 455 

Merging Church Treasurer and Secretary of Board of Administration, 

501. 

Minimum Salaries, 630. 

Ministers in Colleges, 663. 

Moving Expenses of Bishops, 672. 

Murdock, Hon. Victor, 587. inrags ee ee 
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New Course of Study, 616. 

Publishing House Trustees, 141. 

Ragatz, Dr. A. F., 512. 

Refund to Annual Conference Treasurers, 656. 

Salaries, 487. 

Schell, Dr. W. E., 670. 

Sunday-School Secretary Emeritus, 488. 

Trustee of Bonebrake Seminary, 597. 

United Brethren Publishing House Accounts, 141. 

Vacancies, 612. 

Weekley, Bishop W. M., 470. 

Whitney, Rev. C., 354, 440. 

Wilson, President Woodrow, 602. 

World Conference on Faith and Order, 676, 679. 
Roll Call and Minutes, 26-34, 66, 70, 138, 239, 354. 
Rules of Order, 34, 37, 41-46. 


SALARIES: : 
General Officers, 401. 
Recording Secretaries, 39. 
Secretaries’ Reports: 
Board of Education, 186-211. 
Church Erection Society, 167-177. 
Commission on Finance, 303-316. 
Foreign Missionary Society, 121-134. 
Home Missionary Society, 141-149. 
Sunday-School Board, 252-265. 
Woman’s Missionary Association, 329-333. 
Stewardship Commission, 303-316. 
Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work: 
Auditor’s Report, 302. 
Committee’s Report, 38, 362, 363, 392, 666-668. 
Election of Board, 618. 
Election of Secretaries, 486, 618. 
Nomination of Board, 463. 
Report of Sunday-School Secretary, 252-265. 
Report of Treasurer, 299-302. 
Report of Young People’s Secretary, 265-276. 
Sunday-School Program, 551. 
Sunday Services, 238, 551. 
an : et 
TELEGRAMS, 872, 512, 576. 
Tellers, Appointment of, 34, 487, 444, 451, 483, 489, 495, 550, 567, 575, 587, 588, 
590, 597, 598, 626, 627, 628, 676. 
Tellers’ Reports: 
Associate Editor of Sunday-School Literature, 460. 
Associate Editor of the Telescope, 445. 
Bishops, 418, 480, 435, 438. 
Board of Administration, 681. 
Board of Bonebrake Seminary, 585, 596, 636. 
Board of Church Erection, 620. 
Board of Church Trustees, 619. 
Board of Control, 618, 621. 
Board of Education, 637. 
Board of Foreign Missions, 612. 
Board of Home Missions, 620. 
Business Manager of Seminary, 552. 
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Commission on Evangelism, 636. 
Editor of Sunday-School qatbire, 455. 
Editor of Telescope, 444. 
Editor of Watchword, 452. 
Foreign Bishop, 418. 
General Church Treasurer, 597, 598. 
Publishing Agent, 440. 
Secretary of Board of Administration, 627. 
Secretary of Board of Control, 486. 
Secretary of Board of Education, D886, 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor, G18. 
Secretary of Church Erection, 501. 
Secretary of Foreign Missions, 495. 
Secretary of Home Missions, 543, 548, 552 
Trustees of Otterbein Home, 596. 
Trustees of Publishing House, 596. 
Treasurers’ Reports: 
Board of Education, 212-214. 
Bonebrake Seminary, 233-237. 
Church Erection Society, 178-186. 
Foreign Missionary Society, 152-158. 
Home Missionary Society, 159-165. 
Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work, 299-302. 





OMAN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION: ° 
Report of President, 333-338. 
Report of Secretary, 329-333. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROGRAM, 386, 642. 
Young People’s Work: 

Hlection of Secretary, 618. 
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